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The Cane Growers* Meeting January 9. 

The meeting called by President Far- 
well, of the Cane Growers' Association, 
to be held at the Grand Opera House 
on Thursday, January 9, at i p. m., is 
one of vast importance to the whole state 
of Lx)uisiana, and especially to all of 
those directly or indirectly interested in 
the sugar industry. There is not a plant- 
er, a merchant, a broker, a steamboat, 
railway, or insurance man but who is 
dirfectly interested in the maintenance of 
the sugar industry of this state. The 
vast amount of capital that has been put 
into and has accumulated in this indus- 
try during the last hundred years, the 
fact that nearly one-half of our popula- 
tion is directly or indirectly dependent 
upon the industry for its subsistence, 
shows how deeply this industry enters 
into every part of the business of the 
state. 

As it stands to-day this great industry 
is threatened with annihilation, and sim- 
ply because a number of American specu- 
lators have been buying up Cuban sugar 
plantations, expecting and now endeavor- 
ing to induce the American government 
to give such great concessions to Cuban 
sugars entering this country as will make 
them rich in a few years, as has teen the 
case with Hawaii. They forget that they 
kill the goose that lays the golden t.z<g\ 
that the introduction of an immense 
Cuban crop of sugar into the United 
States will depress our market so great- 
ly as to destroy our own American in- 
dustry and at the lower level of values 
thus established they will be unable to 
reap the golden harvest that they are 
now seeking. 

A singular feature of this whole mat- 
ter is the equanimity with which some 
of our leading newspapers come forward 
and say that of course all this should be* 
done ; that the duties on sugars should be 
removed or lessened very greatly, and 
that Cuba should have immense conces- 
sions from the United States in order 
to rehabilitate the country so recently 
devastated by war. This specious rea- 
soning is without foundation in fact. The 
sugar industry of the worid at large is 
extremely depressed, because of the 
enormous production of sugar, and es- 
pecially of beet sugar in Europe. The 
Cubans, of course, feel this great increase 
in the production just as we do in the 



U; 
th 
in 
pc 
ea 
lei 
th 
ab 

he 
of 
m( 
an 
th> 
tP 
m< 
Oj 
tei 
^ sis 
at 
no 
efl 

tn 
m< 

rei 



Tl 



Ai 
ev 
of 
Ui 
lei 
wl 
th 
sti 
sic 
"T 
th 
a 

ju 
ag 



CO 

pa 
so 
he 
w< 
su 
ye 
ca 
an 



Digitized by 



Google 






THE LOUISIANA PLANNER AND SUGAR MANUPACTUREIL 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. L 



conducted under very unsatisfactory con- 
ditions. Those who are unfortunate 
enough to have any considerable amount 
of cane yet to grind will meet with un- 
avoidable and unfortunate losses, but the 
majority of the factories are now at the 
tail end of the crop. 



Sugar Beets in Kansas. 

In Louisiana we remember very well 
the earnest efforts made in Kansas a few 
years back to develop the sorghum su- 
gar industry. The somewhat arid clim- 
ate of the western part of Kansas taught 
the farmers there at a very early date to 
plant alfalfa and sorghum, these two 
plants surviving droughts that destroy 
most other crops. In this -way an enor- 
mous sorghum industry was developed 
and as it was a syrup producing plant 
it was thought to make it a sugar pro- 
ducing plant, and to bring Kansas to the 
front as a leading sugar producing state. 
Tlie stat€ government offered a bounty 
on all sorghum sugar produced and the 
general government spent large sums of 
money in investigating the sorghum su- 
gar industry, but all without avail, as it 
was finally abandoned, and to-day a few 
sorghum syrup or molasses factories 
alone remain of an industry in which 
hundreds. of thousands of dollars were 
invested some fifteen years ago. 

Secretary Coburn, of the Stat« Board 
of Agriculture, who, by the by, is one 
of the most enterprising and successful 
official agriculturists that we know of 
within the limits of the federal union, 
has recently given out some statistics on 
sugar beet production in Kansas during 
the past season. The Kansas City Jour- 
nal gives a resume of these data from 
which we learn that the Kansas legisla- 
ture last winter passed a bill giving $i 
a ton bounty on sugar beets produced 
in Kansas containing 12 per cent, or 
more, sugar. The sum of $10,000 was 
appropriated to pay the bounty for the 
ensuing two years. The law provided 
that the quantity and quality of the beets 
on which the bounty should be paid 
should be determined by the Secretary 
of Agriculture, or his authorized agent. 
It was found that 77 beet growers, cul- 
tivating 337 acres of beets, endeavored to 
secure the bounty. They harvested i,- 
760 tons, which indicates 5,22 tons per 
acre. The maximum yield is reported at 
18.41 tons per acre, and the minimum 
yield at 1.15 tons per acre. The general 
average per cent of sugar contained in 
the beets was 17.8, the maximum 22.8 
and the minimum 13.3 per cent. This 



sugar content of the Kansas beets is 
quite remarkable and very suggestive as 
to what that great state may be doing at 
some early date in the way of sugar pro- 
duction. Kansas now occupies a very 
high place in wheat and corn production, 
and the figures herein given would indi- 
cate that at no very remote time it may 
lead all the rest of the states in sugar 
production. ^ ^ .. n « .. 



January Weather. 

The record of the United States 
Weather Bureau in New Orleans for 
January covers a period of twenty-seven 
years, and from its bulletin on January 
weather we obtain the following data. 
The mean or normal temperature of Jan- 
uary is 54 F. The warmest January 
was that of 1890, with an average of 65 
F. ; the coldest, that of 1886, with an 
average of 46 F. It will be rejnembered 
that the weather in January, 1886, was 
the coldest experienced in many years, 
until its record was beaten by the low 
temperatures of February, 1899. The 
highest January temperature recorded 
was that of 82 F. January 7, 1890, and 
the lowest 15 F. on January 7, 1886. In 
January, 1886, the temperature on the 
lower coast fell to 14 F. and on the upper 
coast to 10 F. 

The average January rainfall has been 
4.69 inches, and the greatest rainfall, 
that of ii.i.S inches, was in January, 
1881, the least, .66 inch, in January, 1890. 
It will be remembered that the year 1890 
was one of the finest for cane production 
ever experienced in the state, and the 
January weather of that year and the 
limited rainfall were doubtless promi- 
nent factors in the fine crop produced 
that year. The greatest January rain- 
fall in 24 hours was 4.28 inches, Janu- 
ary 14, 1886. The greatest January snow 
fall was 5 inches on January 23-24 in 
1881. The 12 inches of snowfall Febru- 
ary 14, 1895, eclipses this record, and 
was the heaviest that we have ever had 
reported. 



Rice Expansion in Texas. 

From recent issues of the Houston 
Post we learn that the rice industry in 
the state of Texas is continuing to ex- 
pand, and contracts have just been closed 
for the construction of a dam across the 
Placedo river on the Clark ranch, and 
also for the construction of canals from 
the Placedo to the lands of the Phillips' 
Investment Company. This year there 
will be 2,000 acres of rice planted in that 
vicinity. 

Some Louisianians will put in 500 
acres of rice on the Sonnemann place on 
the Guadalupe river. 



The Post reports from Austin ^the 
chartering of the Victoria Rice and Ir- 
rigation Company, of Victoria, with a 
capital stock of $150,000. The purpose 
of this company is to maintain and oper- 
ate canals, ditches, flumes, reservoirs, 
etc:, from the Guadalupe river. Messrs. 
G. C. Hascall, of Qeveland Ohio, A. J. 
Butler, of Ft. Worth, and P. L. Ward, 
of Cuero, are the incorporators. 

The Prairie Bluff Rice Companjj, of 
Pierce, Wharton county, is also reported 
as having filed its charter. This com- 
pany is for the same purposes as the 
Victoria and has a capital stock of $24,- 
000, and will obtain its water from the 
Colorado river. Messrs. G. J. Schleicher, 
A. P. Borden, J. V. Vandenberg and 
F. C. Proctor are the incorporators. 

A new rice milling concern ,has been 
organized in Houston, known as the 
Houston Rice Milling Company, with a 
capital stock of $50,000. A suitable site 
has been secured and a thoroughly up-to- 
date mill will be erected. Mr. Bryan 
Heard is president, DeL. Evans, who is 
vice-president of the Rice Association of 
America, is vice-president and general 
manager, and Bernard Brown is secre- 
tary and treasurer. 



Our Exchanges on tlie December 
Freeze. 

Some of our exchanges continue to 
report on the results to the cane crop pf 
the succession of severe freezes which 
we experienced last month, and we note 
that the Iberznlle South, of the 28th ult., 
states that its latest news from the sugar 
fields was to the effect that grinding 
•would be abandoned on that date, as the 
cane was no longer fit for the mill. The 
South is the only paper reporting* such 
great deterioration as to necessitate clos- 
ing down the factories. 

The Enterprise, of Iberia, under date 
of December 8, reports that the loss will 
fall most heavily on the large planters, 
who, in order to work up the cane 
bought from the small farmers, had re- 
served their own cane for the last. A 
coal shortage is also reported by the 
Enterprise, 

The Messenger, of the parish of St. 
Martin, states that the feports concern- 
ing the damage done in that vicinity by 
the recent freeze are conflicting, some of 
the planters even fearing that the wind- 
rowed cane is seriously damaged, and 
are expressing doubts about the fate of 
the stubble and fall planted cane. 

The Meschacebe, of St. John parish, 
in its issue of Dec. 22, states that for- 
tunately most of the crop had been wind- 
rowed and that the small planters had 
finished their delivery. The canes dur- 
ing the freeze Were frozen so hard as to 
refuse to go through the mill. In its is- 
sue of the 2Sth of December the 
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CTl ^ ' ; , , . ^. r~] that is desired receives on the cleaoing tank be made in batteries either toed or movable, 

--Meschaceie ^^^^i^^fJl'^^'^'-'^.^i Tb^^se of whtrfs most exhausted hot such as those of Rodah. 

^ already commenced and that the factories ^ "^ ^ t^^her. passes The Daira Sanieh, being satisfied with the 

/are forced to refuse canes which had ^^^^^^^'^^ IttS richer In cleaning results obtained at Rodah, has Just decided 

4fT^„'::;"i'::|f»»£ =i£i9-:Lr,:".z"r s^rrt-iririrei-sr^i 

^MLtaT^SLir^'^s; E^:rr°3-birLT^ r:-Lir".=r.r- 

finished last week. ^hlch IsTnt to L factory to be worked Statement of the densities of the cleaning 

■ - • alone or mixed with natural Juice from the Juice from the different clean ngtaiike which 

East Indian Rice Crop Prospect* ^^^ comprise the two batteries installed at the 

1901-1903. The battery being in complete motion, sugar factory of Rodah: 

The Louisiana Planter has received when the time has come to suppress the ^^ «i«= battebt. ^ 

advices from Rangoon under date of No cleaning tank conUlijlng the exhausted ba- Nu^„f;^ ^^^^3. »tl6-C 

te^ber 8 wiS rlwrts on the rice crop gasse, the liquids washing the bagasse In the ^ Exhausted bagasse 0.4 Baume 

prospSts i^the fXrteen chief rice pro- different cleaning tanks are first of all 2 ;; ;; 08 ; 

ducSrdistrictsof Lower Burma. The poured out simultaneously, then sent to the 3 '• „ 1.3 ,, 

Sfted area under cultivation in these higher fioor and placed In as many ca^or^a- 4 """iiliaj - , 

districts is reported to be about 6/2 mil- tors as there are cleaning tanks in the bat- g „ „ 3.3 .. ^ 

lions of acres, an increase of about 150,- tery. ^ .. , ^ ♦v I ',', " 1'2 " 

0^ acres over that under cultivation in The entire battery Is then displaced the 8 ;; ^^ 4.6 „ 

S last year entire length of the cleaning tank suppressed ^9 „ „ •••0* „ 

The October rainfall has been favor- in the rear, and at the front is added a new j^ ^^^^ x<iie,yx\\s '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.i% 

able and there is a promise of a full aver- one containing the bagasse from the mills. - bioht side BAXTBaY. 

a^e croo in all the districts. Now, the different liquids extracted previous- 1 Exhausted bagasse 0.45 Baume 

^ ^ ___^^^j_j^ ly are heated in their respective ccUorizators 2 ^_ ^ i-o 

.„ simultaneously on all the cleaning tanks In . „ „ ,'0 " 

Methodical Exhaustion of BajcasAe. ^i^^ battery. 5 " " .::::..:::2.7 ;; 

Editor Z/Otiistano Planter: These emptyings, changes in the battery 6 "^ " 3.3 " 

The process to which reference Is made is ^^ fllUngs are repeated every time a clean- g „ „ '.'.""."". 4^7 " 

employed at the factory of Rodah (Egypt), j^g tank containing the exhausted bagasse 9 .. » '.'.'.'.'.'.. ...i.^ " 

which is part of the Dalra Sanieh belonging j^ suppressed from the front of the battery 10 " " 6.1 

to H. H. the Khedive. Its object is to ex- ^nd replaced at the rear by another one filled 11 Final results ..........6^ " 

tract the sugar remaining In the bagasse re- ^^ ^^ bagasse. ^- D'^i-afo'^". E°g^° eer Chemist. 

BulUng from the passage of "»« «"8ar caae ^^^^ ^ described above has been PoHshino- Rice 

either through a single mill, or through two ^^ ^^ , '^°"*'* "*^, , * „ „ ^ 

successive mills without having to saturate JfP ^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ Fashion demands that rice shall have^a 

. it between these two pressures. ,^ ^^^ „, ,1 ^,l„„g ,1,^„. bright luster and tols «« ^^'^^ ^^ ".^"^8 

The bagasse thus obtained after one or two ,^^ ^^.^ ,,, ,,,,tlng the bagasse from the »L\ee"n"shown ThLv^e a f^d f^e "eaS 
pressures falls on a conductor which carries ^^^ successive pressures, without imbibition twice as great as the rice grain after polish- 
it in cleaning tanks carried on wheels and between these two pressures, and it gives en- Ing. The polishing process, however, greatly 
arranged in such a way that the pouring out , gatlsfacUon Just as much tor the slm- Improves the appearance of the grajn. /nd 
of the'llquld that they contain can be m^ ;„,,ty of its operation as for Its results |^'« ^Zr^'^^'r^^'lS^Li^tl^'J^- 
as easily as possible and the resulting oa- ^^ich are far superior to those which were dental markets. The material scoured off 
gasse, after being exhausted, can be thrown obtained previously in the same factory by is preserve dand sold under the name of rice 
out without difficulty. the recrushing after imbibition. In fact, at ^our. ^^^^^^ k^t f^i^H^^n 

To this end. each cleaning tank Is fitted at ^,, ,,,,„^, ,fe,,^ ,„ the last season has J,tt'Sfrl^f of' pletf of' m^'se hidf 0? " 

its inferior part with a cock of a great sec- ^Qj-j^ed an average of 1,160 tons of canes each sheepskin, tanned and worked to a wonderful 

tion under a false bottom made of perforated twenty-four hours for a period of ninety-six degree of softness, loosely tacked around a 

sheet iron, and, at a convenient height a ^j^ys, a total extraction has been obtained revolving double cylinder of wood and wire 

movable screen that is taken out to effect the (,,tural Juice and cleaning Juice mixed) of f-- se?a"rTtlS^^eenrcomposet^^^ 

filling and the cleaning ^f the bagasse and g^ ^tres 53 only per 100 kilos of canes and ferent size of guaze, where it is divided into 

which is fixed on the sides of the tank to the average density of the cleaning juice at its appropriate grades. The rice is then 

maintain the bagasse at a constant height ^5 degrees C. has been 1,043 (6.2 degrees B.), packed in barrels or sa^ks and is ready for 

during the operations for the methodical ex- ^^ereas the average density of the natural ^^® market.— Cfctcaflro Orocer. 

haustion. juice also at 15 degrees C. was not over 1,068 i^r g, l, Langdon, Jr., who has been en- 

A hydraulic swing receives in succession ( 9.45 degrees B.). gaged during the campai^ at the Central 

the cleaning tanks containing the exhausted The production has been as ^"ows: mi7 ^^^o^^^e ^^^^X'^^^n^^^^^ 

bagasse, and after removing it from the p. lOO kilos of canes in. sugar No. 1 polariz- ^^^^^ through the city during this week, 

screens overthrows them on a conductor car- ing 98.50; 0.60 p. 100 kilos of canes, estima- ^nd while here registered at one of our 

rying the said bagasse to a mill to be crushed tion of the sugars Nos. 2 and 8, which were leading hotels. Mr. Langdon's home is in 

again in order to deprive it of the greater not yet centrifugated, polarizing about 84; ^^^.^^^' ^f, stress, a leading sugar plant- 

part of the water that it contains, so that it 2.80 p. 100 kilos of canes, estimation of the ^^ ^^ Iberville parish, and one of the most 

can be afterwards used as fuel. final molasses polarizing about 34. The aver- successful men in the business, came down 

The battery of cleaning tanks, the number age richness of the cane was 12.2 p. 100 of to the city on a visit last Thursday and made 

Of which is determined by the density de- sugar, and the quantity of- sugar remaining "«Hrrm"rHow^l%?SSoifct'pa^^^^^^ 
Sired for the juice resulting from the clean- in the bagasse exhausted corresponded to ^^^ well-known attorney and sugar planter, 
ing, according to the richness of the bagasse about 0.4 kilos of canes worked. was a guest of the St. Charles hotel on 
and according to the degree of exhaustion Note, The application of the process can Thursday last. 
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LOCAL LEJTTBR8. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

In the matter of the variety of December 
weather L.ouisiana can challenge the coun- 
try, the record having run the gamut of all 
the seasons and all the kinds of weather com- 
mon (to each season. There has been a taste 
of spring, suqimer, autumn and winter dur- 
ing the past month; heat, cold, rain, sleet, 
aye, even snow. The last named phenom- 
enon made its appearance Sunday morning 
in more than quantum sufflcit, the total pre- 
cipitatioh of the fleecy substance being esti- 
mated by Local Observer Park at eight 
inches. Ine temperature was barely at the 
freezing point when tne snow began descend- 
ing, and soon rose slightly above that line, 
hence the soft, damp flakes plung to every- 



below iiie freezing fK)int Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday nights, and it was not until 
Thursday that the last remnants of the 
snow had disappeared. December of 1901 
has therefore furnished a new record of 
meteorologica!l phenomena for future refer- 
ence and comparison. 

The warm spell following the blizzard'ol^ 
week before last caused the cane to deterior- 
ate rapidly, and the places that had not fin- 
ished grfnding before the beginning of this 
week have suffered more or less from this 
source. Palo Alto got out of the woods just 
in the nick of time. Riverside finished 
Christmas day and a little more than real- 
ized its estimate of 1.700,000 pounds of ^u- 
gar. St. Emma wound up its season's labors 
Saturday. New Hope had only about fioO 
tons of cane still to grind when the snow- 
storm put a damper on operations, delaying 



The Belle Alliance Central Factory of Messrs. E. & J. Kock. This house was in 
full blast, using fuel otl, when the above photograph was taken. 



thing they touchea, with the result that 
plants, shrubbery, the limbs of trees, tele- 
graph and telephone wires and poles were 
borne down, bent and broken by the weight 
of the accumulation. Communication with 
surrounding points by wire was almost com- 
pletely broken oft for a time; work on the 
sugar plantations where grinding had not 
been concluded was still further delayed; 
Ponaldsonville's electric light service was 
"put out of commission" for twenty-four 
hours, and the already uncertain timetables 
of the railroads were rendered still more ca- 
pricious. It is estimated that the damage 
sustained by the Cumberland Telephone and 
Telegraph Company's system in this section 
will aggregate $10,000 in money expenditure, 
and that five or six weeks' work will be re- 
quired to. restore the service to its condition 
prior to the storm. Donaldsonville appears 
to have been about the center of the snow 
belt, since the quantity of the precipitation 
above Baton Rouge and below St. John was 
scarcely perceptible. The temperature went 



the wind-up until Thursday. Behe Terre 
will be "out of the woods" by the time these 
lines are printed, leaving Evan Hall, Ger- 
mania, Houmas Central, Hermitage, Belle 
Helene and Belle Alliance as the only fac- 
tories in this vicinity still stru|;gling with 
the remnant of 1901's crop. Belle Alliance 
had only five days' work to do when the snow 
came, and expected to get at it Thursday 
morning. Some 10,000 tons of cane re- 
mained to be handled at Houmas Central, 
and New Hope will send a contingent of la- 
borers across the river to help gather it in. 
The Godchaux Company's Elm Hall factory 
near Napoleonville got through Monday and 
sent more than a hundred hands to Reserve 
to aid in the work of Saving the 30,000 tons 
of cane yet to be manipulated tnere. Mc- 
Manor had about 100 acres of cane yet un- 
ground at the beginning of the current week. 
Landry & Dugas' are through grinding at 
Sweet Home, Assumption, and Dugas & Le 
Blanc will be through at Westfleld by the 
close of this week. 



The Ascension Club had its monthly. meet- 
ing Wednesday with President Henry McCall 
in the chair, Secretary L. B. Bentley at his 
post and Messrs. J. P. Kock, Dr. W. M. Mc- 
Galliard, B. H. Barton, E. N. Pugh, Walter 
I. Barton, Carroll Barton, Dr. J. D. Hanson, 
C. Kline, M'eyer Netter, P. R. Kittredge and 
Paul J. Braud in attendance. Rev. U. P. 
Bowden of Napoleonville was ];>resent as an 
invited guest. Reading of the minutes and 
of the treasurer's report was ^ne first busi- 
ness disposed of, followed by the submission 
of the report of the membership committee 
showing the elevation of Felix Kahn, Albert 
Maas, Frederick Werner and Rev. U. P. Bow- 
den as associate members. President McCall 
spoke of the meeting of cane growers to be 
held in New Orleans on the 9th inst., and the 
secretary was authorized to print and send 
out postai cards urging the members of the 
club and other persons interested to attend 
the meeting. The local papers were also re- 
quested to give notice of the gathering. Mr. 
Pugh suggested the advisability of the club 
conducting a series of lectures on topics of 
public interest for the benefit and informa- 
tion of the members and the community gen- 
erally, and a committee composed of Messrs. 
Pugh, Bentley, McGalliard 'and President Mc- 
Call was appointed to formulate a plan of 
procedure in furtherance of this idea. The 
president thought the advent of a new year 
an opportune time to congratulate those 
planters who have finished harvesting their 
crops and commiserate those who are not 
yet through. After a general discussion of 
crop, weather and kindred topics the club 
adjourned. Ascension. 



Iberville. 

CBPBCIAL COliRBBPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather since our last report has been 
very unpropitious for the sugar planters who 
are still in the toils and unfortunately, there 
are many in this parish. Had the weatheV 
remained favorable almost everybody would 
have finished before the new year, but more 
than a week was lost on account of the cold 
and several days since then, owing to rain 
and snow. Besides these delays it is slow 
work to make the syrup granulate, strikes 
which formerly were lowered in four to five 
hours requiring three times as long. How 
many tons will be lost cannot be told, but 
it is now certain that the estimate of 20,000 
tons ventured by some will fall short fully 
50 per cent. One-half of the cane put down 
in windrow was hurt and the stalks, after 
the top and bottom are cut off, are only half 
their normal length, and unless rolled Im- 
mediately the juice begins to deteriorate, and 
in one instance where this windrowed cane 
was exposed for three days, the sugar maker 
could not make it graiiulate. A fall of 
something more than four inches of snow 
last Sunday was a surprise for such a hap- 
pening was only looked for in February. 

Mr. John Lapeyrolarie and Mr. Francis 
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Falcon of Island are heavy losers. They 
were shipping their cane to the Baton Rouge 
refinery and owing to the delay in getting 
cars, had half of it in the field when the 
cold struck them. Mr. Lapeyrolarle had 
thirteen cars rejected and fears he will lose 
the remainder. 

On Monday Union had about 4,000 tons 
yet to roll and Manager Walsh says he will 
grind every stalk of it. 

Hon. v. M. Liefebvre has abandoned about 
100 acres standing cane and Mr. Louis Lo- 
zano, after wrestling for a week with wind- 
rowed cane, concluded to stop, . as it cost 
more to take it off than the product fetched 
on the market. 

Last Friday Mr. L. M. Soniat and his 
neighbors the J. Supple's Sons Mercantile 
Company, were rolling what they expected 
would be their worst cane and sugar making 
was a difficult matter with them. • From ex- 
aminations made, however, they thought the 
wlndrowed cane in fair condition. 

Mr. Alcide Daigle, of Dorceyville, says the 
wlndrowed cane is in splendid shape at their 
Aloysia plantation. It was put down in good 
season, and although the cane was very 
heavy three rows were put down in one mak- 
ing a heavy mat and impervious to the cold. 

Mr. Rudolph G. Comeaux, of Plaquemine, 
is looking for a competent nian to look after 
that part of his plantation which will be 
planted in rice. It is probable that parts 
of the sugar places will go down in rice and 
rice managers in search of employment 
would do well to let it be known through the 
medium of the Plajvteb. 

Mr. Christopher Devall of Plaquemine, 
owner of the little Mespilus plantation, op- 
posite the town, but for several years mana- 
ger on the St. Louis plantation, has resigned 
his position and will shortly visit Cuba with 
a view of engaging in the sugar industry 
over there. Mr. Devall is an excellent man- 
ager and a good all around plantation man. 

iBEBVnXE. 



West Baton Rmifo. 

(8PBCIAL COREBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

December of 1901 will go down in local 
history as a record-breaker so far as weather 
is concerned. Almost upon the heels of the 
remarkable blizzard of December 14-21 came 
another spell of weather which, while not as 
severe as that of its predecessor, was re- 
markable in many respects. Just here it 
may not be uninteresting to call attention 
to the fact that the three phenomenal spells 
of weather that we have had during the past 
two years set in on Saturday night, viz: 
That of Feb. 11-13, 1899, the severe freeze of 
Dec. 14-21, 1901, and the blizzard of last Sat- 
urday night, of which, by the way, no warn- 
ing was given by the New Orleans Weather 
Bureau. Friday of last week opened bright 
and clear, but by noon dull, leaden-colored 
clouds overcast the sky, giving promise of 
irain, if notnmg worse. Some time after 
midnight Friday night rain set in, accom- 



panied by a cold northwest wind, which Iket- 
ed all day Saturday and far into the night 
At about 1 : 30 a. m. Sunday morning the rain 
changed to snow, and when those who had 
slept awoke next morning they were aston- 
ished to find the earth cbvered with a mantle 
of white. From 6 to 8 a. m. Sunday the 
temperature remained at 32 degrees above 
zero, but as the day lengthened the mercury 
began to rise, reaching 36 at noon and rising 
faster as the sun came out in the afternoon. 
It is quite generally believed that had not a 
rain preceded the snow, causing it to melt, 
the fall would have been heavier than that 
of Feb. 14, 1895. Even at this writing (Tues- 
day noon) patches of snow can be seen in 
shady places on the north side of trees, 
fences and buildings. 

Up to a week ago the cane was divided .into 
two separate and distinct classes, viz: That 
which was caught standing by the severe 
freeze of Dec. 14-21, and what had been wind- 
rowed prior to that time. To-day there is 
practically but one class, and that is the lat- 
ter. For some days after the blizzard re- 
ferred to, the planters devoted their entire 
time and attention to the cane that had not 
been wlndrowed, which made pretty fair 
sugar; but Saturday's torrential downpour, 
with the heavy snowfall that followed, quite 
ruins that cane — that is, what had not been 
disposed of. Indeed, much of it has already 
been abandoned. One of the larger planta- 
tions, which had considerable cane standing 
when the first freeze came, has, it is under- 
stood, given up 105 acres outright, while an- 
other has hauled over the levee a number of 
loads. Much of this cane was like mush. 
It was soft and spongy, and when loaded into 
cars or wagons the juice would gush forth, 
leaving where the vehicle passed a muddy 
road as if rain had fallen on it. As to the 
cane wlndrowed prior to the freeze, opinions, 
as usual, differ. That it has been injured to 
some extent, there can be no reasonable 
doubt. In most cases the planters are cut- 
ting off both ends, entailing a loss of stalk of 
from one-fourth to one-third. Old planters 
believe that some of this cane can ne isavea. 
Some of tnem claim that nearly all of it is 
good; others assert tnat they will consider 
themselves lucky to save one-half. In some 
quarters it is belie ved-^r rather feared-^ 
that the stubble is also injured, but as to 
this, time alone can tell. Be this as U may, 
there is no denying or concealing the fact 
that some cane has already been lost, and 
that more may be. 

Allendale and Westover plantations have 
finished without the loss of a stalk of cane, 
and Anchorage and Orange Grove will prob- 
ably wind up in a week or ten days. 

As yet there has been no general discus- 
sion of next year's plans — wages, etc. That 
there will be an all-around cut now seems 
quite certain. 

The old year goes out in gloom. May 1902 
bring better luck to the planting fraternity 
than did the year that has now passed into 
history. 

West Baton Rouge. 



Vermilion. 

C0PBCIAL CORRBSPGNliBNCE.I 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The year 1902 has been ushered in on us 
and it loomed up to-day as bright as a newly 
milled dollar in this section of the state. 
There has not been a more pleasant day thia 
season than this, the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and two. The weather for 
the past week has been very unfavorable for 
the cane people, it was warm during the first 
part of the week and towards the middle of 
the week there was a very heavy rainfall 
which suspended farm work for one or two 
days and proved to be very damaging to the 
cane crop besides. All cane that was ex- 
posed to the recent freeze was a total loss 
and a large per cent of that in windrow. 
Some sections are more favored than others 
in having cane preserved. It takes the clos- 
est watch to keep sour cane from being load- 
ed and shipped to the refinery. Some of the 
mills are acting very ugly about clearing up 
the remainder of the crop and others are 
holding out and taking ail the sound cane 
that is brought to them. Vour correspondent 
has been in communication with a number 
of the large mills throughout the cane belt 
recently and some of them report results as 
good from wlndrowed cane as they have had 
at any time during the grinding season. It 
is doubtless more of a scarecrow with some 
of the mills than anything else, but the small 
farmer is made to suffer by the weak-kneed 
policy they pursue. There should be special 
legislation enacted to force refineries to pay 
any losses sustained by the small farmers 
by reason of the mill failing to furnish a 
sufficient number of cars to save his crop in 
season or of not allowing him dumping room 
at the shed if he lives in close proximity to 
the refinery. The small farmer is entirely 
at the mercy of the mill and if the mill man 
does not see fit to let him save his crop he is 
forced to stand by and see the efforts of a 
year deteriorate and sour before his eyes, 
and be forced to go to the expense of remov- 
ing tne refuse from his field before another 
crop can be put in; while the mill owner sal- 
lies forth to contract another crop. There 
are exceptions of course, but they are few. 
The shipping of cane in cars is a curse to the 
cane raiser; it places him completely at the 
mercy of the mill owner, who can send him 
cars or not as he sees fit. It appears that 
the days of cane raising in Louisiana are 
numbered and it is a question if it is not a 
God send to the small cane raiser; he will 
then turn his attention to more independent 
pursuits; it will, however, more materially 
effect his big brother, the mill owner, and 
will put nim more on an equality with the 
"kid" who has been holding the bag for him 
ever since the days of the big mill. 

The rice industry is assuming large pro- 
portions in this section and it is clearly de- 
fined now that the acreage will be more than 
doubled in this parish during the coming 
year. Rice farmers have begun to break 
their lands already and during the month of 
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January at least 50 per cent of the stubble 
will be turned under. A few^arly birds will 
plant small plantings during the latter part 
of the month and there will be a large acre- 
age planted in February, parties who own 
wells will plant early. There will doubtless 
be material rice improvements all through 
this section of the state during the spring 
and summer. There will be a very heavy 
corn crop put in during this spring. The 
present price of corn with the outlook for an 
increased demand will act as a stimulus. 
There is but little said about the cotton crop, 
in fact it' looks as if the cotton and cane 
crops would be decreased in acreage at least 
50 per cent this year. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBBXSPONSENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The last days of the old year were very 
disagreeable, especially for the l^lanters. 
Rain began to fall at six o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the 28th of December, there being 
thunder showers at first, and with wind 
shifting northward towards evening. The 
temperature at sunrise was 58 degrees and 
it gr^w colder as the day advanced, with a 
cold rain falling, all day and during the 
night of the 28th,. completely stopping all 
field work and preventing the harvesting of 
the cane. At six o'clock on the morning of 
the 29th the rain changed to sleet and snow, 
covering the roofs and buildings to the 
depth of an inch. The ground was so satur- 
ated with water that the snow melted as 
soon as it fell. At five o clock on the morn- 
ing of the 29th the temperature was 34 de- 
^ees and clearing weather followed daring 
the afternoon. At sunrise on the morning 
of the 30th I found my thermometer regis^ 
tering 38 degrees with the wind from the 
North and the weather clear. On the morn- 
ing of the 31st the temperature was down to 
30 degrees, with a neavy frost and all ponds 
covered by thin ice. 

The morning of the 28th, cold and rainy 
a^ it was, found the writer on the train 
bound for the Augusta Sugar Factory. Ar- 
riving at Barbreck at an early hour I found 
that Mr. b. Robichaux, manager of the Au- 
gusta plantation, had a conveyance in wait- 
ing for me to carry me to the factory, which 
was reached in a storm of cold and pelting 
rain, but once there and seated in the office 
before a comfortable fire, and greeted by 
kind friends the cold on the outside was soon 
forgotten. While at the Augusta factory, 
Mr. C. Antonini supplied the Planteb's 
scribe with tabulated statements of the work 
performed by the factory since commencing 
the grinding season. 

The Augusta factory is a syrup factory, 
consequently there were a few items left 
blank owing to the fact that they could not 
be secured at this date. . 

The actual mill time up to Dec. 28 was 27 
days, 13 hours and 50 minutes. The run- 
ning time to date was 37 days; the number 
of tons ground, 12,551; gallons of syrup se- 
cured per ton of cane was, on Dec. 14, 38.6, 
and since that time up to date, 37.fi: average 
number of tons of cane per day up to Dec. 
14, 326.8, and since that date 339.2; pounds 
of first sugar per ton of cane up to Dec. 14, 
133.3, and since that time 130.6; yield of 
first sugars per gallon of syrup to Dec. 14, 
3.5 pounds; since then 3.4 pounds; total first 
sugar to aate, 1,640,0^8 pounds. 



The Augusta Sugar CJompany's field report 
for the year 1901 readis as follows: Number 
of acres for the mill, 238.3; seed planted in 
the fall, 14.1 acres; windrowed for seed 54.6 
acres; number of acres of plant cane, 163.2; 
first year's stubble, 143.8; total 307 acres. 
Days cutting to date. 40%; hauling 41 days; 
acres cut to date, 155.4; hauled 153.9 acres; 
total number of tons hauled to date, 259.5. 
There is still in the field windfowed 89.9 
acres of cane whicn, if tne weather will hold 
out at all fair, Mr. Robichaux hopes he will 
deliver ^o the factory inside of two weeks. 

Owing to the scarcity of labor both the 
plantation and the factory have from the 
start found it difficult to run with that regu- 
larity which is desired for the best results. 

The Barbreck plantation has to date about 
one hundred acres of windrowed cane to cut 
and deliver to the Augusta factory. Mr. O. 
8. Prosser has on his hands a heavy tonnage 
of windrowed cane to deliver to the factory. 
Mr. Philips of Barbreqk will finish this week 
and Messrs. Kelley & Phillips of the Pow- 
hontas plantation will snip their last car of 
cane to the Augusta factory by the end of 
this week. Mr. Young, proprietor of the 
Anchorage plantation, will probably finish 
harvesting cane by the last of this week or 
the firs^ of next. 

Even with the heavy tdnnage of cane yet 
in the fields the manager of the Augu'sta 
factory expects to reach the end of the grind- 
ing season not later than January 14th. 

Your correspondent begs to acknowledge 
the civilities extended to him while there by 
Mr. S. Robichaux, Mr. C. Antonini, Mr. A 
Tryes, the mill and factory accountant, Mr. 
E. Danjean, Mr. Ned Millburn, assistant su- 
perintendent and engineer, Mr. M. Lewis, 
assistant overseer, as well as a number of 
others, all of whom made appreciated efforts 
to render my visit as agreeable as possible. 

It has been learned that Messrs. Coco 
Brothers of Cottonport had forty acres of 
standing cane on the 23rd, but having an 
abundance of labor they hope to finish cut- 
ting by the 28th. 

That the cane industry of Louisiana may 
enjoy a pleasant and prosperous New Year 
is the wish of Ebin. 



Rapides. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather during the past week has 
been about like the average. Rain began 
falling last Friday evening and continued 
through Saturday and during Saturday night 
a light snow fell. Since then there has been 
nothing to interfere with the handling of the 
remnant of tae cane crop. 

By the end of this current week all of the 
parties selling cane to the Chetwood plant 
will have finished except four or five who 
ship in by the T. & P., namely. The Meeker 
Pltinting Co., Lunenburg Planting Co., Gil- 
more and Maginnis, Lyle & Haas, and Hick- 
enburg.* The crops of all these parties were 
formerly ground by the Meeker factory. The 
accident to the transfer crane at Chetwood 
in November is no doubt partly the cause of 
these planters being behind the rest in fin- 
ishing their campaign. 

The cane at this writing is good and bad. 
Of the cane taken from the windrow, side by 
side, one stalk will be firm and sweet, while 
another will be soft and sour, so much so 
that it is impossible to formulate any rule 
for cutting the cane so as to eliminate the 
bad and worthless portions and not exces- 
sively waste the good rich cane. It is need- 
less to say that the cane is being topped low 
and butted. 

The temperature has been so changeable 
lately that the farmers do not dare to cut 
much cane ahead of the wagons, so as not to 



expose it to the warmth and sun any longer 
than can be avoided, as several cars that 
went to Chetwood just after Christmas were 
so sour that the cane was not fit to use. An 
investigation being made disclosed the fact 
that the cane had been stripped prior to the 
suspension for Christmas and was exposed 
to the warm weather only a few days with 
the above results. 

In an interview with Mr. C. O. Freeman, 
Mr. Weelns' right-hand man, I am informed 
that the remnant of the crop will likely be 
all ground out in ten days and by a thor- 
oughly conservative method of handling the 
cane there will be no serious loss. 

I am informed that Lloyd Sugar and Mo- 
lasses Company suspended buying cane sev- 
eral days ago on account of the cane not be- 
ing merchantable. However, an arrange- 
ment has been reached whereby the mill will 
be operated for a fixed price per ton of cane 
ground and the results above this cost to go 
to the cane growers. 

There is still some cotton in the field but 
heroic efforts are being made to save a por- 
tion of it. 

Rapides. 



5t« James— Ri|:ht Bank. 

(SPKCIAL CORRBflPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The almost unprecedented December cold 
weather we had just a fortnight ago, was 
considered bad in a superlative degree, istill 
It has proven the saying that, "things Are 
never so bad, but they could be worse." Two 
bright days followed Christmas, changing 
into rain last Saturday, which turned out to 
be wet and dismal. There was nothing in 
the elements, however, which indicated any 
possibility of snow falling, but we got it all 
the same, not only In the neck, but all elver, 
generally speaking, for when we too^ our 
usual peep at the weather last Sunday naorn- 
ing, we were entirely unprepared for the 
sight we beheld, as it was different from any- 
thing we dreamed of seeing. The usual 
term snowfiakes cannot be employed in ex- 
pressing the fall, for it came down in lumps, 
on an already well covered foundation. The 
downfall was so heavy as to cause unusual 
damage to all kinds of trees, as though it 
had been a cyclone and not a snow storm. 
Oak trees seem to be more damaged /than any 
other kind; large, substantial limbs gave way 
under the weight of the snow, accompanied 
by a high wind blowing at the same time. 
After the snow we had rain, but on Monday 
it cleared up, and since then the weather has 
been fair. 

A desperate attempt is being made to save 
windrowed cane, by a few optimists, while 
some have given up the task as being use- 
less. It seems that previous to the snow 
cane was in a precarious condition, and the 
time lost in saving it since then, has only 
made it worse. Cane on Armant of the 
Miles Planting and Manufacturing Company, 
has proven to be an exception to this rule, 
for Mr. J. K. Tucker reports a good yield, 
and fine sugar therefrom, as grinding opera- 
tions on Armant have continued straight 
along. On Richbend the campaign was cut 
short, for the proprietor, Mr. J. Vegas, esti- 
mated that the results obtained from the 
sixty remaining acres would not justify the 
cost of manufacture and other incidentals, 
therefore he put out steam, with a balance of 
one million and a half pounds of choice su- 
gar. Mr. E. Andreman of St. Emma, and 
Cabanahoce came next in order, having 
ground eight thousand tons of cane, and 
making one million pounds of sugar. 

Mr. J. Rolling of Pike's Peak and Mr. A. 
M. Sobral of Oak Alley, were recent visitors 
to New Orleans. St. Jambs. 
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Berlin. 

(SPECIAL CORREBPONDBNCB.) 

Berlin, Dec. 14, 1901. 

It is now the third or fourth week that 
the weather opens and closes with a stiff 
frost, while the other days were mild, wet 
and as sluggl^ as any week before. These 
unseasonable meteorological conditions 
which also prevailed in the other beet-grow- 
ing countries, except, perha]ps, Russia, have 
caused of course great and Increased appre- 
hensions as to the quality of the beets, but 
according to latest statistics the harm done, 
in Germany at least, is not important, as 
might have been supposed, and it seems that 
the efforts of the beet seed breeders to pro- 
duce a material able to stand the hardships 
of an abnormal winter such as we are hav- 
ing now, have been partially successful. The 
unusual character of the weather was espec- 
ially shown last week by heavy thunder- 
storms in northwestern Germany, a very 
rare occurrence at this time, which, how- 
ever, according to former observations, 
points to the advent of a cold snap, which, 
of course, would be quite welcome to the 
farmer and the sugar manufacturer. The 
former, however, would also like to see 
some snow, before frost sets in, which to the 
unprotected winter crops may become more 
or less dangerous. The unpropitious winter 
of last year has played havoc amongst the 
winter cereals and this accident has Influ- 
enced to a great measure last year's beet 
sowings, causing an increase of the same, 
which Is contributing to the large overpro- 
duction Germany and Indeed the world Is 
laboring under. 

During the time from the 4th to 14th inst 
tbe inquiry of the Statistical Union of the 
Sugar Manufacturers has taken place and 
I beg to insert the figures resulting from It 
It is now estimated that for the campaign 
1901-1902 the sugar production will proba- 
bly be: Of Germany, 2,220,850 tons; of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 1,306,900 tons; 
of France, 1,080,300 tons; of Belgium, 325,- 
000 tons; of Holland, 200,100 tons; Russia, 
1,079,550 tons; Sweden, 121,392 tons, and 
Denmark, 575,000 tons. Those countries are 
comprised in the statistical union and their 
aggregate output will be 6,391,592 tons and 
adding the quantities presumably produced 
in the minor countries not yet belonging to 
the union, such as Italy, Spain, Roumania, 
etc., viz., some 200,000 tons, a total would re- 
sult of 6,591,592 tons, as against 5,890,400 
tons, which means a surplus of 700,000 tons 
In round figures. This surplus and conse- 
quent overproduction, however, is not only 
due to the augmentation of sowings, but to 
a greater extent to the unexpectedly large 
beet crop. Take, for instance, Germany. 
The surplus of sowings in this country is 
about 7 per cent, but the surplus of the beet 
crop, which is officially estimated to reach 
15,675,390 tons, as against 13,253,908 tons, is 
larger to the extent of upwards of 18 per 



cent And similar conditions are met with 
in almost each country, only France seems 
to form an exception. Inasmuch as in spite 
of a larger beet crop the ultimate outturn 
is estimated to turn out a little lower than 
last year. I wonder what will become of 
the sugar to be thrown on the market this 
year! The special paper, "De Deutsche Zuck- 
erindustrie," is pleading for an amendment 
to the German sugar law providing for a 
legal obligation to denaturalize a certain 
quantity of sufear in order to make it ap- 
propriate for food for cattle. And to facil- 
itate the carrying out of the law in question 
the government is to pay the' bounty for the 
sugar thus kept ofT from the market A 
similar measure Is legalized in the French 
sugar law which provides for a bounty to be 

.paid on molasses furnished to the agricultu- 
rist It is evident that this plan, when car- 
ried out, would be of great help to the sugar 
manufacturer and to the farmer, the latter 
getting a cheap and wholesome fodder for 
his cattle and a good deal of the millions 
paid to foreign countries lor fodder stuffs 
could be retained at home. You will admit 

• that in order to lighten the burden of the 
markets something like that should be done 
everywhere. 

Monday next, the 16th Inst, is the day 
when tne bounty conference is to meet at 
Brussels. There is less hope than ever that 
it will be, successful, but it will be of inter- 
est to follow its deliberations. With regard 
to this subject a strange fact should be no- 
ted. The Belgian government has, as is 
known, done all In their power to bring 
about the meeting and with thie exception of 
Russia, the United States and the Argentine 
Republic and certain smaller powers, they 
have succeeded in Inducing the majority of 
the countries interested in the question to 
send representatives. This eagerness on 
the part of Belgium permits one to suppose 
that she is particularly desirous to see the 

' bounties abolished. But in the very same 
moment, when she is engaged this way, in 
working out this object, she raises the boun- 
ties paid to the Belgian manufacturers, who 
had petitioned for a reduction of the rate 
of the charges on the tax account of the 
manufacturer. It had been asked to lower 
the figure of 2,000 grammes sugar to the 
hectoliter Juice which is used as a base of 
taxation, to 1900 grammes, which the gov- 
ernment at first fiatly declined to comply 
with, but lo! a bill is now introduced into 
the chamber, which provides that the rate 
shall be fixed at 1,925 grammes, by which 
means the bounty of the Belgian manufac- 
turer is raised — instead of being abolished. 
The figures of the probable importance of 
this campaign's sugar crops — whch, includ- 
ing the cane crops, will amount to upwards 
of ten millions of tons, have, as a matter of 
course, exercised an unfavorable infiuence 
on the markets, drooping as they have been 
already. Last week, however, there has 
been a ripple of a better feeling, on account 
of some buying for American refiners. But 



these transactions have been of a vpry trans- 
ient character and this having become 
known, the tone of the markets changed at 
once again into the dullness we are wont 
to see since these last times. Prices gained 
at first a little, but the advance was soon 
lost and quotations close about on the same 
level as last week, namely for 88 per cent 
at Magdeburg M. 7.95-8.05. while delivery 
December is worth at Hamburg M. 7.10 f. o. 
b. Of refined 12 per cent of the contingent 
have been liberated for sa.le, prices are un- 
changed. Robert Hennig. 



Hawaii. 

(special cobrb8pokdencb.) 

Honolulu, Dec. 20, 1901. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Grinding will begin in the larger number 
of mills of the Islands by the first of the 
year. On many of the plantations the mills 
have already started up and there is a gen- 
eral belief in an unusually large grind for 
1902. Recent reports from other islands 
tell of continued rains there, and there ifl 
nothing to fear further on that account Half 
a dozen of the largest mills are now work- 
ing full time. 

The labor situation remains unchanged, 
and there appears to be no demand in excess 
of the supply, excepting in one or two out 
of the way plantations. The sugar men are 
beginning to accept the inevitable, and no 
longer hope to stem the overwhelming tide 
In favor of the re-enactment of the Chinese 
Exclusion law. This feeling is generally 
shown in a leading editorial , recently pub- 
lished in the Advertiser, which is the recog- 
nized organ of the planters, and in yhich 
the general acceptance of the verdict of Con- 
gress is advised, and also that no further 
effort be made to secure special labor legis- 
lation for the Hawaiian Islands. 

Though no doubt some financial loss will 
accrue to the planters if the Chinese labor 
supply is cut off, they see clearly that there 
is no possibility of success in a fight on the 
Geary law, and will probably withdraw all 
opposition to the re-enactment of that meas- 
ure. The attempt to supply the demand 
with white laborers will hardly be success- 
ful, as it was tried once before and proved 
an utter failure. The Japanese will form 
the last resort of the planters. The recent 
decision of the Supreme Court In adjudging 
the Philippines domestic territory has 
opened to the planters these islands for the 
importation of labor, but the concensus of 
opinion does not seem to favor the Filipino 
as a plantation laborer, and the situation 
will have to become much worse than at 
present, oefore any experiments in that di- 
rection will be made. 

Generally speaking the President's mes- 
sage, with its recommendations as to labor 
had no perceptible effect upon the situation 
here, and there was hardly a change on the 
sugar market which could be attributed to 
that source. In fact there has been some 
increase in sugar stock quotations and the 
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raise was specially noticeable in the stock 
of the Olaa and Oahu sugar companies. 

The annual noieeting of the latter company 
was perhaps responsible for ' the increase. 
The report of the treasurer showed the ex- 
I)enditure of over half a million dollars for 
permanent improvements during the year. 
During the coming year the estimated cost 
of permanent improvements will be over a 
quarter million dollars. The operating ex- 
penses for the year have been $4^3,981 
charged to crop of 1900-01, $327,929 charged 
to crop of 1901-02, $185,628 charged to crop 
of 1902-03, and $48,827 charged to crop of 
1903-04, or a total outlay of $1,016,366. The 
total income partly estimated was $1,434,485, 
making the estimated earnings $418,474. The 
resources of the plantation are placed at 
$4,860,958. The crop of sugar for the year 
was 21,451 tons. The stiffness in Olaa is 
due to the fact that the mill has begun 
grinding with the new machinery. It has 
already been tried and works perfectly. 
Grinding will continue for several months. 

Reports from the Hamakua district which 
suffered from a severe drought during the 
summer are very reassuring. The young 
cane was not injured to any extent by the 
protracted dry spell, though the old cane 
suffered considerably. Hamakua has re- 
ceived twelve inches. of rain since then and 
the cane is in fine condition. The Puna plan- 
tation in that district is particularly flour- 
ishing, and all over Hawaii the cane is full 
of promise. 

As one of the results of the dry spell on 
Maui several of the plantations have made 
contracts for new pumping machinery, to 
avoid any possible future injury from 
drought. Both the Spreckelsville and Paia 
plantations are planning to put Intone ad- 
ditional pump, and the new^ machinery 
would have already been installed had the 
factory been able to do the work on time. 
These new pumps are more in the nature of 
insurance than anjrthlng else, as with their 
, Installation no further fear of drought will 
' cause anxiety. The new pumps are to have 
/ a capacity of ten million gallons of water 
per day. 

The sugar fleet is preparing to take away 
an immense crop this year. The ship Kal- 
ulani will get away with 40,000 bags of su- 
gar, and she will be followed by the Rlthet 
and Archer. When th^ three big planta- 
tion mills begin the fleet will be supplied 
with about 650 tons of sugar per day. Of 
this Ewa will deliver 300 tons, Waialua and 
Honolulu each 150 tons, and Kahuka and 
Waianae about 50 tons each per day. The 
Makee Sugar Company will ship all its su- 
gar direct to San Francisco and will receive 
all supplies to be used there direct from the 
coast. Kanaka. 



Malt from Rice In Qermany. 

Mr. Eugene C. Schrottky, residing in Dres- 
den, has invented a process for making malt 
from. rice, which has proven successful and 



promises to cheapen the cost of producing 
malt liquors in Burope. 

A primitive method of malting rice has 
been known in Asia for many years, but the 
arrack produced is a fiery liquor, and the 
so-called rice beer did not find favor except 
with the natives. The inventor claims that 
in the old process^ only about 40 per cent 
of the rice germinated, an equal amount 
failed to germinate, while 20 per cent de- 
cayed, tainting tne fermented portion, re- 
sulting in an unwholesome product. 

The new process is described to me as 
follows: 

The unshelled rice, which first of all may 
be subjected to a preparatory treatment of 
washing, sorting and cleaning, is put into 
water-tight vats, provided with a false, per- 
forated bottom, and with inlet and outlet 
for water. 

The rice should be in a layer about six 
inches thiciE, covered with water or ordinary 
temperature to the depth of an inch or so. 
The rice should be well stirred — all husks 
and light grain being removed — and what- 
ever floats on top of the water should be 
drawn off. 

Then a second supply of water, of a tem- 
perature of 35 to 3S degree C, is turned on, 
and the grain should steep in this for some 
time, the temperature "being kept np. This 
may be done by arranging a steam pipe 
below the false, perforated bottom, or flues 
for hot gases may be constructed under the 
reservoir. By suitable cocks in the piping 
or dampers in the flues, the temperature 
of the water may be controlled. 

When fresh rice is used, this soaking 
process should last from twenty-four to 
thirty hours; for old rice, however, forty- 
eight to fifty-four hours are necessary, the 
temperature being maintained at 35 degrees 
C. The steeping should be arranged so that 
the necessary period should elapse in the 
evening, when the water is drawn off and 
the rice allowed to remain without water 
that night By keeping the water outlet 
pipes below the false bottom open, the air 
is allowed to pass freely through the layer 
of rice, or it may be pumped through, so 
that the grain will have ample facility to 
absorb the oxygen necessary for the pro- 
cess of germination. 

• Next morning, a fresh supply of water of 
35 to 38 degrees C. fs turned on, covering the 
rice for about three inches.and kept on for 
twelve hours, when it is again let off, and 
the rice remains without it for the night. 
This alternate treatment of the grain — viz., 
in water during the day, and without water 
with free access to the air during the night 
— is continued for five or six days. 

It is of advantage, also, to keep the tem- 
perature of the malting house at 30 degrees 
Centigrade. 

This alternating treatment and the main- 
tenance of the necessary temperature are 
the main conditions for successful and sat- 
isfactory malting. 

The periodical drav^ing off of the water 
may be dispensed with by pumping air 
through the rice layer. This method, how- 
ever, has not been found to yield as good 
results as that above described. 

At the end of the five or six days' treat- 
ment, nearly every ferain of rice will be 
found to have germinated, and the sprouts 
will have grown about twice as long as the 
rice grains. 

After germination has proceeded suffici- 
ently for the development of the diastase, 
the grain should be carefully shoveled to- 
gether so as to make a layer of 12 Inches, 



to gain warmth for the final development. 
No water is put on, and in the evening the 
heap is opened out and reduced again to a 
layer of 6 inches, or even less, to prevent 
overheating. On the following morning the 
malt will be found ready, and can then be 
dried in the usual way, or used at once as 
*'green" malt for the manufacture of beer,, 
spirit or glucose. 

This invention may not be valuable in the 
United States and Canada, where the pro- 
duction of barley is large and the cost com- 
paratively low; but in Europe and Great 
Britain, u seems likely to cheapen the cost 
of producing malt liquors, which are con- 
sumed in such large quantities. 

Chas. L. Cole, Consul-GeneraL 
. , Dresden, November 28, 1901. 



La Qranja Af ricultur* School and Ex- 
periment Station, Department of 
Public Instruction for tlie Philippine 
Islands. 

(SPECIAL COIUIBSPOIfDIlfCC.) 

La Cablota,' Occidental Nboros, P. I., 

Nov. 4,. 1901. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Perhaim your readers will be interested to 
know something about cane planting and su- 
gar making in this island of Negros. As a 
whole, Negros is probably the farthest ad- 
vanced of all the Philippine Islands in agri- 
cultural enterprises and especially that of 
sugar making. The island can also boast of 
a large production of plantain fiber (abaca) 
and cacao. Luzon, however, produces some 
sugar and the province of Isabella of that 
Island excels all other provinces perhaps in 
the production of tobacco. 

It is difficult to say just when sugar he- 
gan to be produced in Negros, but the meth- 
ods and machinery employed are primitive. 
The cane grown is for tne most part of one 
variety, the Rose Bamboo type, and no care 
is employed in improving this, either by 
methods of cultivation or selection. Often- 
times those portions of the cane in the fields 
which are unprofitable for grinding because 
of poor soil or other causes are used for the 
succeeding crops. 

About the close of the rainy season, which 
begins about May 1, and lasting until Novem- 
ber, the cane is planted in the fields which 
have been fallow during the past year. In 
order to get this land in proper shape it 
is scratched with the plow, which is typical 
in this part of the world. It consists of a 
short piece of wood, having an iron cap for 
point, for a land slide; a wood standard, to 
which is attached a curved piece of iron for 
a mould board; a beam and one handle; and 
the whole thing is drawn by one caraboo. In 
order to loosen the surface properly the field 
is gone over about six times. As the next 
rainy season approaches ^he soil is drawn 
from the middles to the rows and thus con- 
siderate ridges are thrown up, which serve 
for drainage. The planters do not strip the 
cane during its growth. 

In most sugar growing countries the prop- 
er time for grinding is not reached until two 
or three months after flowering, but here the 
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people say that grinding shoula begin as soon 
as the flower begins to ripen. We have not 
made any chemical analyses for the sugar 
content of the cane here yet, but I do not 
believe it is very high. However, about the 
time the flower is out the excessive wet 
weather causes the buds up and down the 
stalk to grow, and the roots also start from 
the nodes. These new growths cause a dim 
inution in sugar, so the grinding must begin. 

The cane is taken to the mill in carts 
drawn by caraboos. The mills generally 
used here have three rollers a foot in diam- 
eter and from two to flve feet long. Most of 
them are operated by steam, a few by water 
power and a few by caraboo power. With 
such light mills much juice is left in the ba- 
gasse, so it has to be scattered on the ground 
near by until it dries sufficiently for burning 
under the vats. The Juice is boiled in vats 
in the old primitive style first used in sugar 
making. The product is a dark brown sugar 
which sells for about $1.86 per cwt. 

This brief account refers to the condi- 
tions as found at present; but they will not 
last long. American capital and enterprise 
will soon supplant the present light mills and^ 
vats with modern mills and multiple effects. 
At present labor costs from flve to ten cents 
per day and is required for about three 
months. J. W. Gilmobe. 



Our Sugar Imports. 

Sugar imports into the United States in 
the calendar year 1901 will exceed those of 
any preceding year^ by about 250 million 
pounds, &nd the cost will be greater than any 
preceding year except 1893, when prices were 
unusually high. The total importations of 
sugar in the year about to end will, accord- 
ing to the Treasury Bureau of Statistics, ag- 
gregate 4,670,000,000 pounds, and the cost 
about 115 million dollars. The highest re- 
cord of sugar importations in any preceding 
year were, in quantity, those of 1899, 4,399,- 
749,078 pounds; while in value, the figures of 
1893 made the highest record, $123,083,217. 

The estimate of the Bureau of Statistic3 
for the calendar year 1901 is based upon the 
actual figures of importations from foreign 
countries for ten months ending with Oc- 
tober, to which are added the actual figures 
of sugar shipped from Hawaii to the United 
States. To these are added estimates for 
November and December, both frdm foreign 
countries and Hawaii, and for the full year 
from Porto Rico; this method of obtaining 
the Hawaiian and Porto Rican figures being 
necessary by reason of the fact that com- 
merce with those islands is no longer includ- 
ed in the statistics of the foreign commerce 
of the United States. This shows an. in- 
crease of about 30 per cent, in the sugar im- 
portations into the United States in the de- 
cade, the figures for 1891 being 3,679,789,854 
pounds against 4,672,000,000 in 1901, the ac- 
tual Increase in the decade thus being in 
round terms, one billion pounds. The enor- 
mous quantity can perhaps be better realized 



when it is stated that, accepting the average 
carload at 60,000 pounds, the sugar importa- 
tions of 1901 would be sufficient to load 78.000 
cars, tn addition to this enormous figure of 
4,670,000,000 pounds imported, the sugar 
production in the United States for the year 
is presumably about 600 million pounds, this 
having been about the annual average dur- 
ing recent years. 

Of this four and one-half billion pounds of 
sugar imported into the United States in 
1901, more than four billions, or fully 85 
per cent., is cane sugar from the tropics. 
The remainder is chiefiy beet sugar, chiefly 
from Germany and Austria Hungary. In 
the ten months ending with October the im- 
portations of beet sugar amounted to about 
550 million pounds, out of a total importa- 
tion of more than four billion pounds. Of 
the more than four billion pounds of cane 
sugar imported during the year, about 30 
per cent, comes from Cuba, about 15 per cent 
from the East Indies, and the remainder 
chiefly from the West Indies and Central and 
South American countries. 

The following table shows the total sugar 
importations, quantity and value, by calen- 
dar years from 1891 to 1901, November and 
December of 1901 being estimated: 

TOTAX SUQAB IMPORTATIONS, 1891 TO 1901. 

Quantity, Value, 

Year— Pounds. Dollars, 

1891 3,679,789,854 109,613,864 

1892 3,612,726,335 106,211,573 ' 

1893 8,310,070,163 123,088,217 

1894 4,092,960,497 109,084,344 

1895 3,579,824,754 69,767,828 

1896 4,108,194,901 96,214,408 

1897 4,101,211,595 81,729,142 

1898 3,427,260,146 77,934,097 

1899 4,399,749,078 108,124,919 

1900* 4,057,029,255 108,742,493 

1901 (Est.) ...4,670,000,000 115,000,000 

*Including 300 million pounds valued at 12 
million dollars estimated imports from Ha- 
waii from June 15 to Dec. 31.— Grocers* Cri- 
terion. 



Rice Qrowini: Near Savannah 

(SayanLah Correspondence of the New York Evening 
Post.) 

A year ago, a consolidation of the rice 
plantations on the' north bank of the Sa- 
vannah river, opposite and above and below 
this city, was projected by Boston and local 
capitalists. The scheme embodied a river 
frontage of approximately seven miles, and 
an area of about 32,000 acres of rice and 
other arable lands. Eighty per cent of the 
land is at present cultivated in rice, and, 
barring storms and floods, yields a good 
crop. But storms drive water over the plan- 
tations, and will ruin the crops in about two 
out of flve years. 

It was the purpose of the syndicate to 
acquire all of the plantations along the river 
in the territory named, and to construct a 
15-foot dyke around the whole tract. Such 
a dyke would give protection against in- 
vading floods in storm times, and, with irri- 
gating trunks, would assure a rice crop ev- 
ery season. The arrangements progressed 
favorably, and all the plantations were 



brought into the agreement save two. These 
are situated about midway the district, and 
have a river frontage of about two miles. It 
would be impossible to dyke the other plan- 
tations without taking in these two, and 
since their owners would not join in th^ 
agreement, the plan fell through. Now, how- 
ever, the scheme has been revived, with 
every prospect of success, possibly in time 
for the next season's crop. 

What profits there are in rice-growing, 
when the crops are assured, may be conjec- 
tured from the fact that the syndicate pro- 
poses to retain the principal planters^ some 
five in number, as superintendents of 4,000 
to 5,000 acres each, at a salary of $5,000 per 
year, while the smaller planters are to be 
retained as sub-superintendents at salaries 
graduated according to the acreages which 
they bring into the combination. The cal- 
culation is that if onljr 20,000 acres should 
be brought into rice-bearing, protected by 
dykes, and supplied with dependable, irri- 
gation, the yield per year would be more 
than 1,000,000 bushels, worth not less than 
$1 per bushel. 

Personal. 

It is always with pride and pleas- 
ure that the Louisiana Plantkb is 
able to mention the success of any one of 
our young men of Louisiana in the lucrative 
and scientific field of sugar production and 
sugar manufacture, that great source of 
wealth to Louisiana, to the great beet grow- 
ing section of the Northwest and indeed, to 
the country at large. 

In this connection we note the signal suc- 
cess of Mr. Alfred Roman, son of the late 
. eminent judge of that name, who closing a 
two months' engagement as sugar maker and 
night superintendent in the Menomonee 
Falls Beet Sugar Refinery, has recently 
passed through New Orleans on his way to 
the San Antonio Sugar Estates, in Nicaragiia 
to resume work there for the coming sugar 
campaign. This year's output is expected to 
be more largely profitable than that of last , 
year, when the factory turned out 9,000,000 
pounds of sugar, the intention being to in- 
crease the amount to 12,000,000 this season. 

Young Roman handled the boilings and 
acted as superintendent of four departments 
of the Wisconsin Beet Refinery at Menomo- , 
nee Falls with conspicuous success, being 
re-engaged there for their next season. His ' 
services have been also highly appreMated in , 
the San Antojiio Cane Sugar Refinery, where 
he worked last season, as his re-engagement ' 
at a higher figure, and with increased au- 
thority as night superintendent, and sugar 
maker amply testifies. 

Certainly a career of success and promi- 
nence in his chosen field of work may be 
safely predicted for young Roman. In this 
age of scientific industry, the success of the 
younger generation on those lines, means 
much for the advance of their state and local- 
ity. For this reason the Planter is glad to 
signalize all eftorts and accomplishments be- 
yond the ordinary. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Beet 5u|:Ar Notes. 

The Michigan beet sugar manufacturers 
met in convention in Saginaw on December 
23, for the purpose of conferring upon the 
present sugar situation. Representatives 
from the following sugar companies were 
there: Bay City, Michigan Sugar, German- 

• American, Marine City, Peninsular, Detroit, 
Saginaw, Valley, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Sebe- 

. waing and Aima. The meeting was called to 
order and W. L. Churchill of Bay City was 
made temporary chairman and F. R. Hath- 
away of Alma, secretary. Numerous sub- 
jects of interest were discussed, but the most 
absorbing one was the Cuban tariff, the 
Michigan beet sugar planters being naturally 
opposed to opening up the American market 
to free sugar from Cuba to the detriment, 
and in fact, destruction of the home Indus- 
try. At the evening session a permanent or- 
ganization was effected under the title of the 
Michigab Association of Beet Sugar Manu- 
facturers. W. L. Churchill of Bay City was 
elected president, Chas. Montague of Care, 
vice-president, and P. R Hathaway of Alma, 
secretary and' treasurer. The evening ses- 
sion was a secret one, but it is reported that 
the present condition of the sguar market 
was then discussed and the probable inability 
of the factories to pay contract prices for 
beets in the face of the fact that although 
the contracts read for the same price for 
beets as paid last year, the factories are this 
year receiving $300 per car less for their 
sugar. » 



, Recent reports from Owosso, Mich., are to 
the effect that the prospects for a beet sugar 
factory for that town for 1902 have decidely • 
weakened, as W. R. Burk of Saginaw, who 
was to put up most of the capital, has with- 
drawn his offer as the contractors will not 
guarantee tne completion of a factory by 
October 1, 1902. It is stated that local busi- 
ness men will endeavor to interest other in- 
vestors. 



On DjBcember 19, the McComb county, 
Michigan, farmers had a very instructive 
Farmers* Institute at Mt. Clemens. The af- 
ternoon session was given over to the dis- 
cussion of sugar beets and the subject was 
handled by Messrs. Charles Richards of St. 
Louis, Chas. Rikowski and W. H. Gilbert. 



The cultivation of sugar beets in Michi- 
gan has, according to statistics gathered by 
the Agricultural Department, enhanced the 
value of farm property to a great extent, and 
farms that five years ago were burdened with 
mortgages, are now free from debt and their 
value increased from 25 to 100 per cent. The 
increase is attributed to the intense cultiva- 
tion and diversiued fanning brought about 
by beet cu.^ure, and to the increase of popu- 
lation, caused by the building of the beet 
factories in the various localities. It is 
stated mat everyone of 140 beet raisers, who 



recently answered a set of questions pro- 
pounded by the Agricultural Department, 
stated that raising sugar beets also raised 
the value of farm property. 

Mason, Mich., claims that some New York 
bankers have from 3 to 4 millions of dollars 
which they are desirous of investing in the 
beet industry in Central Michigan, and that 
a factory will probably be located there. All 
local stock has been subscribed, and meet- 
ings are now being held to interest the farm- 
ers in beet acreage. 



In two weeks the farmers around East 
Tawas, Mich., subscribed over 5,000 acres of 
beets for a factory to be uullt there. 

It fs reported that the civil service exam- 
ination requisite for positions to inspect and 
gauge alcohol at the new works in Bay City, 
Mich., Inhere alcohol will be made from re- 
fuse beet molasses, are such that there are 
no men in the Michigan civil service list who 
can take them and men will be obtained from 
Peoria, 111., who have had requisite experi- 
ence in the Peoria whiskey distilleries. 



The agents who are securing beet acreage 
for the factory be built at Croswell, Mich., 
report that up to the present time they have 
secured a larger acreage than ever before 
promised any factory in its first year. 



It is reported that representative ousiness 
men of Bad Axe, Mich., have decided to erect 
a beet sugar factory for the crop of 1908. 

J. C. Dupont lias secured a contract from 
the Detroit Sugar Company to build a 600- 
ton beet sugar factory on the river front, 
between lae towns of K*ver Rouge and 
Ecorse. 



The work on the beet sugar factory for 
Greeley, Colo., is under rapid way and the 
factory site presents the appearance of quite 
a little village with the workmen's tents, 
temporary work shops, etc., now located 
there. The excavations have been contract- 
ed for by the Renton Fire Koofing Company 
of Denver. 

Loveland, Colo., manufactured 17,000,000 
pounds of sugar this year. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Stirling, 
Colo., gave a big banquet last month, the 
piece de resistance being sugar from the 
Loveland factory. Each guest was presented 
with a small sack of sugar as a souvenir. 
Before the banquet sugar talks were made by 
several gentlemen who are the committee for 
securing a factory for Stirling, and the con- 
sensus of opinion seemed to be that a fac- 
tory could be secured for 1903. 



Mr. W. S. Pardonner, vice-president of the 
Oxnard Construction Co., and president of 
the Arkansas Valley Sugar Beet and Irri- 
gated Land Co., is reported as saying that 
his company had 80,000 acres of land which 



they proposed cutting up into 40-acre farms, 
which they will sell on easy terms to colon- 
ists, and they will build a beet sugar factory 
there. The company intend establishing a 
model community. 



It is reported that the Salvation Army will 
colonize a large tract of land bought in Colo- 
rado and embark in the sugar beet raising. 

The Board of Trade of Monte Vista, Colo., 
has decided to endeavor to secure a beet su- 
gar factory for that locality. 

Brighton, Colo., is also desirous of a beet 
sugar factory. 



Mexican labor will probably be largely 
used around Lamar, Colo., for thinning tlie 
coming beet crop. Subscriptions amounting 
to nearly 5,000 acres of beets have been 
made in the vicinity of Lamar and there is 
every indication that a factory will soon be 
built there. 



An enthusiastic farmers' meeting was re- 
cently held at Hooper, Colo., in favor of a 
beet sugar factory for San Luis valley, and 
endorsing Alamosa as the location, as long 
as Hooper cannot get it. 



The Sugar City factory is reported aa hav- 
ing finished its own crop of beets and to be 
now grinding beets for the Rocky Ford plant 

The farmers furnishing beets to the Fre- 
mont, Ohio, factory, received this year for 
their produce over $45,000, 



The Binghampton, N. T., beet sugar fac- 
tory was recently visited by an inspector for 
the State Department of Agriculture, who 
announced that the farmers supplying the 
factory with beets would receive from the 
state this year about $40,000 in bounty. 



It is reported that the recent severe weath- 
er in Wayne county, New York, caused the 
loss of about 5,000 tons of beets. 



The Empire State Sugar Co.'s plant at 
Lyons, N. Y., When the campaign is ended, 
will run off their low syrups into brown 
sugar, and may also work the syrup from the 
Binghampton plant. 



Field Superintendent Austin of the Lehi, 
Utah, factory, is reported as saying that his 
company may build a factory in Box Elder 
county next season. 



The Utah Sugar Company is reported as 
paying a special divdlend of 20 per cent. 
This company will start- an extensive beet 
seed farm in the Bear River valley. 



The traveling passenger agent of the Santa 
Fe Railroad is collecting newspaper clip- 
pings on the beet sugar situation in Western ' 
Kansas and later on will have them printed 
in book form in order to use them as an ad- 
vertisement for Western Kansas and Eastern 
Colorado. 



A recent report of the Department of Agri- 
culture sets the value of sugar beet pulp as 
a stock food at $1.17. 



The Canada Beet Sugar Company, Limited, 
of Baden, Ontario, Intend, if the Baden fac- 
tory is a success, to build six factories in the 
Province of Ontario. 



The American Construction & Supply Com- 
pany of New York has been awarded the 
contract for building a $600,000 sugar fac- 
tory at Dresden, Ontario. 
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The Future of the Australian Su|:ar 
Industry. 

It may now, we think, be taken for granted 
that during the next few years the sugar in- 
dustry in Northern Queensland will pass 
through a severe crisis, and that before it 
finally disappears, or becomes re-established, 
numerous efforts will be made to carry on 
without the Polynesian labor, which the Com- 
monwealth Padiament has decided to abol- 
ish. What will be the immediate future it 
is not difficult to see. Already some farmers 
are making their way South from the North- 
ern coastlands with a view to cultivating 
cane in the temperate latitudes where a sup- 
ply of white labor will be available, and 
where they will thus be in a position to earn 
the bonus promised, foi' a few years at least, 
by the Commonwealth Government. In the 
Cairns district the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company appear to have met the difficulty 
threatening them in a practical manner, 
/ namely by securing as many Chinese or other 
alien farmers as they can, these men thus 
affording in themselves the labor necessary 
to carry on cane production, and thus keep 
the Hambledon mill supplied with cane. Of 
course there Is some outcry that the white 
farmer is being displaced, but this is only 
the natural corrollary of a policy which 
makes it Impossible for the white farmer to 
make a living with ordinary comfort Again 
in the Mossman district the farmers have 
foreseen the difficulties sufficiently to encour- 
age Hindus to do their field work, and they 
have hopes, seeing that these people will not 
be deported, whereas the Kanakas will, that 
for some time to come at least they will have 
a fair amount of labor to do their work. Both 
on the Burdekin and at the Proserpine there 
are expectations that Chinese will, as in past 
years, be secured to in some degree take the 
place of the Polynesians. On the Herbert, 
Johnstone and Mulgrave there is great anx- 
iety, and one fails to see how these districts 
will exist without following the example of 
the others we have mentioned. Mackay is 
certainly the first district, counting from the 
North, which will endeavor to carry on with 
white labor. Hitherto these efforts have been 
dismal failures, unless indeed it can be con- 
sidered a success when a tanner turns his 
family into the fields, and makes them take 
the place of colored labor, with the special 
exception that he does not pay them any 
wages. The Mackay district, however, would 
be in a much safer position, if the state gov- 
ernment were to connect it by railway with 
the southern part ot Queensland, thus enab- 
ling the farmers to secure white labor in 
greater quantities than at present, and of 
better quality. South of Mackay there are 
some hopes that the government proposals, 
after a few years of struggling, may finally 
produce something approximating to what it 
is understood the Commonwealth Parliament 
aims ^t, namely the settlement of sub-tropi- 
cal country, growing cane, without the as- 
sistance of any colored labor at all. In New 
South Wales we should immediately see con- 
siderable expansion. Many farmers will go 
from North Queensland to the Clarence, 
Richmond and Tweed districts, for there not 
only is white labor available, and willing to 
work at rates we often pay colored men In 
the North, but the business of sugar produc- 
tion is practically controlled by one large 
company which will be in a position to han- 
dle white labor more satisfactorily than can 
hundreds of small men. Of course, what- 
ever may be the ultimate result of the Com- 
monwealth policy, the first and immediate 
effect must be to drive out the small farmer 
and leave the big farmer with capital, who 
will of course strive to hold his own to the 
last, and will be certainly better able to do 



so. There will also be without doubt a steady 
infiux of other alien races, so long as any 
remain in Australia, {o take the place of the 
Polynesians, as iney withdraw or ar^ deport- 
ed. It may be highly objectionable, but the 
sugar producers will be no choosers. White 
they could they employed Polynesians, when 
they cannot get these they will take any 
labor offering. Another effect of the legisla- 
tion must be to compel the amalgamation of 
the mills, with a view to creating huge con- 
cerns, which may be run with a smaller 
amount of white labor, relatively to the su- 
gar produced, than heretofore. This again 
will virtually obliterate the present co-opera- 
tive concerns, and with the survival of the 
big farmer, if he does survive, we shall grad- 
ually find ourselves once more back in the 
position of fifteen years ago, when there 
were few settlers, and sugar production was 
done on a large commercial scale by men 
with capital. This seems to be the most 
hopeful view we can take of the future of 
the sugar industry from Mackay southwards. 
What will become of it in the north it is diffi- 
cult to isay, though possibly the amount of 
colored labor of one sort and another, which 
will be available for some years to come, may 
enable it to exist unti. the day arrives when 
Australia shall awaken from her dream of an 
impossible ideal, and shall sensibly and wise- 
ly undertake the solution of the problem of 
making the Australian tropics produce, un- 
der natural conditions, the requirements of 
Australia. — Mackay Sugar Journal, Nov. 15. 

Manufacture of First Sui:ars and 
Golden Syrup in Cane 5u|:ar Fac- 
tories and Refineries. 

BY SIGMUND STEIN. 

I give in the following paragraphs the re- 
sult of my experience regarding the manu- 
facture of only first products and syrups, and 
the working up t>f the whole of the secondary 
products in one process. 
' During the last few years this question has 
been very much studied by Continental sugar 
chemists and technologists. Various patents 
have been taken out, and various processes 
have seen the light, and after studying them 
all we find that they are nothing else but an 
application and development of old principles 
well known in the sugar industry. 

All these different patents and processes 
lead to the same result. The first product 
having been manufactured, the second, third, 
and remaining products are worked up in one 
single process. I have also studied the con- 
ditions under which these processes can be 
applied to the cane sugar industry. 

In former times the first product sugar 
was obtained In the same way as now. The 
syrups running off from the first product 
were put Into tanks, wagons, or large or 
small vessels, and allowed to stand for a con- 
siderable time in a heated room. In these 
vessels the sugar crystallised out from the 
syrups in a few weeks or months. In this 
old way of working the syrups got caramel- 
ised and even small grains of sugar were 
produced. A very small yield of sugar was 
obtained, and that had a darkish brown color, 
and the off running syrups had a caramelised 
taste and smell. This working up of the 
syrups in a state of rest is now replaced by 
the more rapid, scientific, economical, and 



practical processes of crystallisation in mo- 
tion. The principle of this crystallisation 
of sugar in motion is nothing else but the 
same as that involved in the process of boil- 
ing of sugar in* the vacuum pan. It differs . 
only therefrom in cheapness, and is exactly 
the same as the improved and quicker crys- 
tallisation which is caused by the motion of 
the crystals in the surrounding mother li- 
quor. The i^yrup is nothing else but sugar 
in solution along with the impurities of the- 
organic and inorganic salts, ajid of course 
the sugar solution contains sugar products 
as well as dextrose and levulose. Take any 
one particle or crystal of sugar, when such ' 
crystal is formed in the mother liquor, that 
portion of the mother liquor which Immedi- 
ately surrounds these crystals will soon be- 
come exhausted, and it is necessary that 
these sugar crystals should be brought Into 
contact with another portion of the mother 
liquor which is not exhausted. This can ^ 
only be effected by setting both crystals and 
mother liquor In pmotion. By the latter the 
whole of the mother liquor, if brought into 
contact with the crystals, causing the growth 
of the latter by accretion of fresh ^sugar 
crystallised oiit from other portions of the 
mother liquor. This process of crystallisa- 
tion in motion is so simple that every plant- ^ 
er, sugar manufacturer, or sugar refiner can 
work it himself without any or great change 
in his plant It is simply necessary for the ' 
sugar solution to have a certain concentra- 
tion and for some mechanical movement to 
be applied in the storage vessel. I append 
a few rules for this process: — 

1. The syrup which runs off from the first , 
product is boiled in a vacuum pan. The boil- 
ing may be of two different kinds — (1) It 
may be boiled to "string," or (2) it may be , - 
boiled to crystal. If it is boUed to "string" ,■ 
it should not be boiled closer than 42 deg. 
Beaume. The boiling should be at a low * ' 
temperature, not higher than 140 deg. F. . 

2. The vessels containing the syrup which, 
has to be treated in the process should not be ' 
too large. The reason for this is that in any 
great mass the movemeiit is more difficult 
and the danger of the occurrence of cara- " > 
melisation is much greater. 

3. If the syrup is boiled In a vacuum pan 
to "string," it will be necessary to supply 
some sugar crystals In the crystallising tank. 
If, however, the syrup is boiled in the 
vacuum pan to crystals, these crystals will 
form the nucleus and facilitate further crys- 
tallisation. There is also the alternative 
way of putting some masse-cuite from the 
previous boiling into the vacuum pan, or 
some dry crystals. The latter also will fa- 
cilitate the crystallisation and form a nu- 
cleus. 

4. It is necessary to regulate the tempera- 
ture in the vessel imparting the motion, and 
by this regulation some fresh grain is formed 
and the so-called false grain prevented. By 
this means a proper control is obtained, so 

as to form either a fine or coarse but an even ^ 
grain of sugar. 
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5. It cannot be too strongly emphaaized 
ho;v7 Important it is to secure the proper 
boiling of the syrup in the vacuum pan be- 
fore it is allowed to run into the motion 
tank, and further, to regulate the tempera- 
ture. These two items comprise the whole 
secret of all the different processes. 

6. After five or six days the sugar will be 
crystallised out in the vessels. The masse- 
cuite is taken out and put into the centri- 
fugal machines. 

. The centrifugaling should be done in 
machines working at a high spe^d, supplied 
with a basket arrangement which can be 
heated from outside. This is necessary to 
increase the viscosity of the syrup and to 
facilitate the spinning of the sugar. 

8. The syrup which runs oft from the cen- 
trifugal machine is boiled again in a vacuum 
pan and treated the same as the previous 
syrup, or is mfxed with a previous syrup, or, 
finally, if it is poor and low enough, worked 
for Golden Syrup. 

9. The sugar resulting from the centri- 
fugal is discharged, cooled, and spread out in 
thin layers so as to prevent the color from 
becoming uarker. 

10. If ttie last resulting syrup is so low 
that it will no longer crystallise out, it is 
worked as Golden Syrup. This syrup is di- 
luted to a density of not more than 24 deg. 
Baum'e, mechanically filtered, and afterwards 
passed at this degree of concentration over 
animal charcoal to be decolorized. 

11^ If the following rules are observed the 
resulting sugar will have a pleasant taste 
and a good and light color, and the resulting 
syrup will possess very good aroma and su- 
perior taste, and be of a very light and 
bright color, and will not crystallise out The 
latter point cannot be too much Emphasized, 
or too much stress be laid on it on the part 
of sugar refiners. If the process of crystal- 
lisation in motion is implied in cane sugar 
refineries very good secondary products, 
which will be of a very superior bright color 
and will not have a bu^nt taste, will be ob- 
tained in the very shortest time. 

The Golden Syrup manufactured according 
to this process will be more easily decolor- 
ized, the reason for which is that there is not 
so much caramel formed, a substance very 
difllcult to remove. If Golden Syrup is pro- 
duced according to the old method of work- 
ing, where the syrup remains for a consider- 
able time at rest in large receivers, latent 
heat is liberated and caramelization takes 
place, the sugar gets burnt and the resulting 
syrup also, and both of these products are 
very difficult to refine. The crystallisation 
in motion is based on a principle known to 
the sugar industry for the last sixty years, 
and in spite of this it is as yet only applied 
in a few factories. Let us hope that this 
process will now, within a very short time, 
find its way into all existing raw sugar 
works and refineries. — International Sugar 
Journal. 



The Manufacture of Paper From 
Sugar Caiie Refuse. 

F. C. Thiele, in the Chem, Zeit., describes 
the process of paper-making from sugar-cane 
refuse used at a large works in Texas. The 
woody fibre, etc., from the diftusion battery 
are the raw material; they contain 82 per 
cent of water, 16.5 of crude cellulose, 0.76 
of carbohydrates, and 0.76 of mineral matter. 
The ash contains silica, 82.77; ferric oxide, 
6.66; alumina, 3.69; chlorine, 0.82; phos- 
phoric acid, 1.48; and potash, 4.32 per cent. 
It is thus the silica which must essentially 
be removed. If the chips be boiled at once 
with soda and lime under pressure, incon- 
venient foaming subsequently takes place in 
the beater, the mass is washed with difficulty, 
and«the moist paper sticks to the hot roll of 
the paper machine. These difficulties are 
overcome by allowing the chips to ferment in 
heaps, the process being assisted by frequent 
watering. The pectins are thus destroyed; 
valerianic acid is formed, probably owing to 
the decomposition of the albumins. The 
fermented chips are then taken by a con- 
veyor to a "rotary," a spherical vessel of 
steel plate, turned by cogwheels at the rate 
of seven revolutions per minute. The charge 
of the "rotary" is 40,000 lbs. of chips, to 
which are added ^oO lbs. of dry soda and 200 
lbs. of dry quicklime; the chips contain suf- 
ficient water to dissolve the materials com- 
pletely during the boiling process. The 
mass is boiled by direct steam at a pressure 
. of 90 lbs. per square Inch during four hours, 
the "rotary" being in continuous movement. 
Steam is then blown off, the contents allowed 
to drain on a large wire sieve, and then ' 
transferred to the beaters, where they are 
thoroughly washed. The pure cellulose Is 
then brought into large tanks, from which it 
is fed to the paper machine, first passing 
through a "knot-catcher," which retains 
large pieces and mechanical impurities. The 
material is not sized, and rosin is not added, 
since the paper is sufficiently strong and 
writing paper is not made. The original 
material appears to contain some unferment- 
able substance (pith), which gives to the 
paper in the later stages certain properties 
which make it similar to sized paper. The 
daly output is 24,000 lbs. of brown paper, 
suitable for packing purposes. The paper is 
very strong, and possesses a fair resistance 
to the penetration of water. In a single sea- 
son (the summer months) 8,000,000 lbs. of 
paper are obtained from 40,000,000 lbs. of 
chips. The paper sells at 2 cents per lb. 
The material obtained from the soda process 
requires, for bleaching, too much chloride of 
lime to make the operation profitable. The 
author has, however, found that, if the ma- 
terial from the beater be treated with sul- 
phurous acid, the brown decomposition pro- 
ducts contained in the cellulose become solu- 
ble. After well washing the mass may then 
be bleached snow-white by small quantities 
of bleaching-powder and alum. It may then 



be colored by organic dye-stufts or by insolu- 
ble pigments. — Kuhlow^s. 



The Susrar Crisis of 1901. 

A capable and suggestive article on "The 
Sugar Crisis of 1901," by Mr. Sigmund Stein, 
appears in the November issue of the Inter- 
national Sugar Journal. Mr. Stein, an ac- 
knowledged authority on sugar questions, 
presents a very iml)ressive array of statis- 
tics which, while they make the present sit- 
uation quite clear and easily understood, 
must at the same time occasion grave con* 
cern for the future among all who are inter- 
ested in sugar. Over production, needless to 
say, is the underlying cause of all the trou- 
ble, and the extent of the present surplus 
stocks of sugar Is quite unparalleled in the 
history of the industry. Mr. Stein points 
out the immense extension that has taken 
place in recent years in the cultivation of 
sugar beets. Not only in mid-Europe, where 
the great bulk of the worla s sugar supplies 
come from, but in Spain, Italy, Greece, the 
Levant and nearly all parts of the Russian 
Empire, including Siberia, beet sugar is now 
produced in such quantities as to leaVe 
stocks available for exportation after local 
requirements have been satisfied. The cul- 
tivation ot beet is apparently limited by no 
such considerations as parallels of latitude. 
In the north Sweden and Denmark can sup- 
ply all the sugar required for domestic con- 
sumption; in Egypt, Chili, and Persia beet 
sugar factories are in successful operation; 
and according t6 the Civil and Military Oa- 
zette, which recently devoted an article to 
the "sugar-beet prospects in India," the 
Northern Provinces of the great Eastern 
Empire, with parts of Bombay and the Cen- 
tral Provinces, are suited to the growth of 
the beetroot. In the United States the pro- 
gress in the establishment of a beet industry 
has been remarkable. The movement com- 
menced ony eight years ago, but already 
"dozens of factories have been established, 
and as many are in course of erection;" so 
that Mr. Stein estimates that the American 
sugar industry will very soon not only pro- 
vide all aomestic needs but will "prove a 
formidable competitor for the world's mar- 
ket." ^^s unlimited and meaningless ex- 
tension of the beet sugar industry Mr. Stein 
characterizes as a crime which will carry 
its own punishment The cane sugar In- 
dustry has not increased in the same pro- 
portion as its great commercial rival. To- 
day beet contributes 67.5 per cent-, of the 
world's consumption, and cane only 32.5 per 
cent., whereas in the year 1891-92 the pro- 
portions were 55.5 and 44.5 per cent, of beet 
and cane sugar, respectively. In the compe- 
tition between the rival products it is grat- 
ifying to note that, notwithstanding the su- 
premacy beet has gained, Mr. Stein believes 
that the cane sugar interests will emerge 
successfully from the struggle, and his con- 
tention appears to us to be based on a sound 
and legitimate foundation, xhe advantage 
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that cane has over its opponent arises from 
"the cheaper working of the cane sugar fac- 
tories." But not only is it less costly to ex- 
tract sugar from the cane; it is also a fact 
that the cane sugar industry is just begin- 
ning to gain by the application to it of scien- 
tific knowledge and research. For more 
than half a century the leading experts in 
agricultural science have devoted their ener- 
gies to the improvement of the beet, and 
such progress has been made that the limit 
of improvement has perhaps been reached. 
Tet despite the progress thus made in the 
beet industry cane sugar can be turned out 
from the factory to-day even more cheaply 
than its rival. Everywhere on the Contin- 
ent of Europe it is acknowledged that the 
present average sugar quotation — *'7a. 6d. 
per cwt, 88 degree. Beet F. O. B. Hamburg" 
—affords no profit to anybody and is abso- 
lutely ruinous to the manufacturer. The 
ease of the beet sugar interests of Europe 
is therefot'e at least as bad as that of the 
West Indian planters, notwithstanding the 
assistance that the former derive from the 
bounties. The struggle between the two su- 
gar products, Mr. Stein appears to think, is 
now about to begin in earnest. The increase 
in beet sugar production in central Europe 
this year compared with last he computes at 
half a million tons. The surplus of the last 
campaign amounted to about the same quan- 
tity. Germany's sugar production this year 
is estimated at 2,125,000 tons, as against 1,- 
970,000 last year, and its annual consump- 
tion is but 800,000 tons. Austria has In- 
creased its production from 1,099,999 tons to 
1,230,000 tons, but consumes only 400,000 
tons; France's increased production is from 
1,170,000 to 1,190,000 tons, and requires but 
490,000 tons for domestic consumption, while 
in Russia the sugar industry has increased 
from 920,000 to about a million tons. These 
are the chief beet-producing nations of Eu- 
rope, but other countries have increased 
their beet production in a corresponding 
ratio. It is tnus easily seen what enor- 
mous stocks of beet will remain over for ex- 
portation. The question arises. Where is a 
market to be found for all this sugar? The 
American inarket as an outlet is being rap- 
idly closed, what with the operation of coun- 
tervailing duties, the development of a do- 
mestic beet industry, and tbe encourage- 
ment of cane sugar in its colonies. In India 
also the market is restricted by compensa- 
tory duties against bounty-fed sugar, and the 
imports from Europe are consequently di- 
minishing. Of all the important sugar-con- 
firming nations of the world the United 
Kingdom only remains open to receive these 
excessive stocks. "England will be the 
dumping ground for the whole sugar indus- 
try," the British people getting their sugar 
at little over cost price, notwithstanding the 
existence of the revenue tax that has been 
imposed. It will, of course, be impracticable 
for the United Kingdom to take all the beet 
sugar available for exportation, and Mr. 
Stein suggests that to ease the market con- 



sumption in Continental countries should be 
encouraged by a reduction of the Internal 
taxation. In France the tax on consump- 
tion amounts to 64 francs per hundred kilos; 
in Austria-Hungary to 38 kroners (39 fr. 
90c), and in Germany to 26 francs^ (20 
marks), per hundred kilos. As a conse- 
quence the price of sugar in these countries 
is very high. "Whereas in England the 
present financial tax of %d. per lb. brings 
the price of the purest finest crystal sugar to 
l%d. per lb. (including the tax) retail, the 
retail price in Continental countries is from 
three to four times as much." That this 
high rate tends to decrease the quantity of 
sugar consumed is clearly shown by the fact 
that in Germany, with ail its excessive sugar 
stocks lying unutilized, the consumption has 
fallen by nearly 100,000 tons per annum. 
Sugar taxation in the German Empire last 
year gave a return of 128 million marks, 
which works out at the rate of 2m. 30pfg. 
per head per annum of me population, and 
of this sum no less than 37 million marks 
were paid out by the government in the 
form of sugar bounties. France stands in 
no better case. The Finance Minister some 
months ago announced that the revenue re- 
ceipts from sugar were short by £800,000, 
simply on account of the sums paid to the 
sugar manufacturers. Hence his further in- 
timation that the abolition of the bounties 
was the only remedy against "this transfer- 
ring 01 money from the public pockets into 
those of a few manufacturers." Mr. Stein 
on this aspect of the question concludes: — 
"This bounty should be abolished. Let the 
consumption increase and the production re- 
main as it is. The Continental beet indus- 
try will tnen fiourish. The revenues of the 
different treasuries would balance, and su- 
gar would some into the world's market at 
a natural price, viz., at the cost of produc- 
tion and not with a stimulating direct or in- 
direct bounty." Mr. Stein believes there is 
little use in advocating a reduction of the 
beet crops in Europe. Those who under- 
stand how completely the cultivation of beets 
has become identified with the agricultural 
conditions of the continent, he says, will re- 
cognize the utter impossibility of materially 
reducing the beet sowings every year. "The 
farmers make their arrangements for years 
beforehand, and there is the great and profit- 
able cattle-feeding business to be considered, 
which would not allow of any great altera- 
tion." As. to the prospects of the approach- 
ing sugar conference, the author of the arti- 
cle believes that it will meet under bettor 
auspices than on the previous occasion. The 
present sugar crisis "will force every party 
to bring this international conference to a 
successful issue. Should it fail, however, in 
accomplishing any practical and satisfactory 
result, then he recommends that the idea of 
settling the sugax question by international 
agreement should be abandoned. "Of course," 
Mr. Stein concludes, "afterwards there will 
be a bitter struggle, and this will be for lifel 
or death." The article is a very striking 



one. It shows how small an influence the 
produce of the British West Indies exerts on 
the destinies of «he world's sugar markets, 
and at the same time brings home in a most 
disquieting manner the dangers that the fu- 
ture hoids in store for all connected with the 
sugar industry. It may be said, indeed, that, 
so far as the British colonies in the Carib- 
bean sea are concerned, the last card of 
many a sugar planter is staked on a success- 
ful issue of the Brussels conference.— 2km- 
erara Chronicle. 



Sugmr Cane Acreage in Florida. 

At the present time, September, 1901, there 
are growing in the state — particularly in the 
northern and western counties — some 10,000 
acres of sugar cane that will produce an 
average of sixty dollars per acre gross, us- 
ing the i^resent crude and wasteful methods 
of manufacture. I do not hesitate to assert 
that with, modern factories, using similar 
apparatus to those used by the beet sugar 
manufacturers, this yield would be at least 
$120 per acre, average. 

A modern sugar house, to handle 300 tons 
per day of twenty-four hours, will care for 
twenty acres per day or 2,000 acres per sea- 
son of one hundred days, December 1 to*Feb- 
ruary 15, Such a mill can be erected, com- 
plete, for $125,000. It will handle 30,000 
tons of cane per season, netting, at 5 cents 
per pound, $110,000 over the cost of cane and 
manufacturing. This, allowing 6 per cent, 
for interest on the investment and 10 per 
cent, for depreciation ($22,000), shows a 
clear profit of $88,000 to the manufacturer, 
the grower in the meantime receiving $65.6P 
per acre, or $13i,200 on the 2,000 acres. 

These figures are based on fifteeii tons of 
cane per acre, with a yield of 175 pounds of 
granulated sugar per ton of cane, paying the 
grower one-half the market value of the pro- 
duct on a basis of 5 cents per pound, $8.75; * 
one-half to grower, $4.37% per ton of cane. 

The figures are all below the average— the 
price of sugar less than it has been for years, 
with no probability of decreasing in the fu- 
ture. 

With, modern methods of manufacture, en- 
ergy, capital and business sagacity, common 
sense honesty in dealing with the grower, 
with few "experts" the manufacture of sugar 
in Florida should be exceedingly profitable^ 
with little risk.— R. E. Rose, in Florida In- 
dustrial Record. 



Personal. 



Messrs. J. W. Bamett and J. A. Barnett of 
St. Mary parish came down to the city on a 
visit a few days ago and made their head- 
quarters at the St. Charles hotel as usual; 

Mr. Arthur Tarby, who has for many years 
been the sugar maker at the Calumet plan- 
tation, on Bayou Teche, was at the Commer- 
cial hotel recently. Mr. Tarby is an ex- 
tremely skillful vacuum pan sugar boiler 
and has been at the Calumet factory for 
very many years. 
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SUGAR. 

0|>en Kettle. 

O.K. Centrifugal 

Choice 

Strict Prime .. 

Prime 

Fully Fair 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Gk>od Com^lon. 

Common. 

Inferior 

Centrifugal. 
Plant'n Granul'ed 
Off Granulated.. 
Choice White... 

Off White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow... 
Prime Yellow .. 

Off Yellow 

Seconds 

Fancy YC 



MOLASSES. 
Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Fancy. 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime .... 

Prime 

GtoodFair 

Fair.'. 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 



Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 
Common . « . .^. . . . • 

Inferior.... 
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Jan. 2 



Jan. 3. 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 
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London: 
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CMie— Dull and lower. 


Jara, No. 16 D. S. 


88. 9 d. 


88. 9d. 






8s. 9d. 


88. 6d. 


lU. 9d. 


Beet— Steady; price* 
taU7 maintained. 


A. & G. Beet. 


68. 63id. 


68. 6d. 






68. 6d. 


68. 6d. 
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NEW ORLBANS RBFINBD. 



Steady. 



.Tons 



118,604 
88,351 
25.000 



itember i, 1901, 
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Barreia 

205,893 

202,641 

130,752 
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RICE. 

Rough, perbbl... 
Clean, per lb 

Head 

Straights .... 

Screenings. . . 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton — 
PousH, per ton... 

Receipts 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT, 



1902. 



Dec. 28. 



2 25@4 00 
5 @53i 

1^@1% 
17 50^18 00 
22 00@23 00 



Deo. 80. 



2 26@4 00 
6 06^ 

17 5U(b18 00 
22 00(2^23 00 



Deo. 81. 



2 25@4 00 
6 (^53i 

2>^4@2^ 

13i@l% 
17 51X^18 00 
22 ()0(a2d 00 



Jen. 1. 



o 



Jan. 2. 



2 25@ 4 00 

2M<p2?^ 

1\@1% 

17 50(^18 00 

22 00^23 00 



Jan. 8. 



2 25@ 4 00 

17 50(01 18 00 
22 00^28 00 



Same Day Last 
Year 



2 U0^3 75 

Nominal 

2HmH 
Nominal 
10 l^^ 11 00 
19 00@ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Rough— Steady. 



Clean— Strong and ac- 
tlTe. 



Receiyed. 
Sold 



and sales at New Orleans for tlie week ending 
Jan. 3. i^a. 

Sacks RouoH. Pcrs Clean. 

36,337 14,905 

8,107 16,942 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. i, 1901 to Jan. 3, 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban 

This Year 801,489 U9,236 

Last Year • 725,785 58,884 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was steady and un- 
changed at the end of the week with receipts 
comparatively large. There was a fairly 
active demand and some extensive sales 
were made. 



Molasses. 

Molasses and syrups were quiet at the end 
of the week with prices as per our tabulated 
statement on the opposite page. 



Rice. 

The local rough rice market exhibited 
some life at the end of the week and Ofter- 
ings were well taken up at steady prices. 
Clean rice was strong with a fairly active 
volume of business. 



Personal. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth and Mrs. Warmoth, 
accompanied by Miss Bessie Warmoth, were 
guests of the St. Charles hotel on Monday 
last The Governor reported the damage 
done by the weather on his place to be not 
so bad as might reasonably have been ex- 
pected and he hoped to get through with 
only a small loss. 

Mr. Benj. H. Pring of the Oneida Planting 
and Manufacturing Company in St. James 
parish, was a Monday arrival at the St. 
Charles hotel. 

Mr. John D. Minor, of the Southdown plan- 
tation, in the parish of Terrebonne, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. He made 
his headquarters at the St. Charles hotel. 

Mr. Philip Lagarde, of Lafourche parish, 
was registered at the Cosmopolitan hotel last 
Monday. 

Mr. Samuel O. LeBlanc, one of the most 
successful sugar planters in the parish of 
Iberville, came down to the city on one of 
his customary visits a few days ago and 
made his headquarters at the Commercial 
hotel. Mr. LeBlanc has perfected his sugar 
house until it is now regarded as a model, 
and the results secured are always among 
the very best in the state. 

Mr. A. J. Bonvillain, of Houma, La., was a 
recent guest of the St. Charles hotel. He 
possesses large sugar planting interests in 
the parish of Terrebonne. 

Qen. Wm. J. Behan of the Alhambra plan- 
tation, one of the finest estates in Iberville 
parish, was a guest of the St. Charles hotel 
during the early part of the week. 

Messrs. C. S. Cade and C. T. Cade, Jr., 
from Iberia parish, were recent guests of the 
Cosmopolitan hotel. 



New Mexican Sugar Co. 

Articles of incorporation have been filed 
under the .laws of New Jersey for the San 
Lorenzo Sugar Company, Limited, with a 
capital of $2,000,000, which, it is intimated, 
is likely to be increased later on. The cer- 
tificate of incorporation is signed by Albert 
R. Palmer, Walter H. Bond and Edward T. 
Magoffin. It is believed, however, that 
among those most prominently associated 
with the new enterprise are Alfred B. Adams 
of this city; Marvin I. Brabb, of Romeo, 
Mich.; C. P. Phillips and J. R. Phillips, of 
Blissville, Mich. It is reported that other 
Michigan and local capitalists are interested 
in the concern, put particulars thus far are 
withheld. 

The company will raise and refine sugar in 
Mexico, chiefiy for consumption in that coun- 
try. The property of the company is located 
in Caliacan, Mexico. — N, Y. Journal of Com- 
merce. 



Sugar In London. 

The rumor tha^t the American refiners 
were inquiring for beet in this market led 
to an improved tone, but on its becoming 
known that only a small business had re- 
sulted the slight advance which had been 
established was lost, and matters resumed 
their previous quietness. With the present 
light receipts of sugar in the states, how- 
ever, it is quite possible that further in- 
quiries for beet sugar may come about, es- 
pecially as its value now compares favorably 
with offerings of cane sugar. The agitation 
with reference to the Cuban sugar duties 
continues to be vigorously carried on, and 
unless early action is taken and the disposal 
of the new crop assured, the United States 
refiners will be compelled to look elsewhere 
for their chief supplies. Their available 
stocks only represent a month's working, 
while the quantity of sugar afloat to their 
ports is remarkably small as compared with 
previous years. Steadiness and dullness rep- 
resent the London demand for cane sugar, 
holders taking an optimistic view of the fu- 
ture, while the trade are content to restrict 
their requirements, because most of the 
heavy business customary at this season has 
been done. Values, however, both of gro- 
cery and refining sugar remain steady, al- 
though fresh arrivals of crystallized Deme- 



rara have prevented any further reduction 
of the present ample stock. The imports of 
these sugars to London for the week ending 
12th inst. amounted to 371 tons, and for this 
year to 35,239 tons against 29;947 tons in 
1900.— Produce Market Review, Dec. 14. 



Australia. 



Mackay, Queensland, Nov. 15, 1901. 
The past month has seen a further im- 
provement in the standing crop, and on all 
sides there is the conviction that every sugar 
district in this state will show a considerable 
increase in the output during the forthcom- 
ing year.. This, under ordinary circun^stan- 
ces, would give undiluted satisfaction, but at 
the present moment there Is already a great 
amount of anxiety as to how the crop will be 
taken off. Unless some concessions are made 
with reference to the determination as to 
what is cane grown by white labor, many 
farmers will find themselves compelled to 
pay high rates for white labor at harvesting 
time, while they will not be able to secure a 
bonus for the growing and harvesting of cane 
by white labor only. In this matter it is 
highly desirable that the Commonwealth 
Government should make known its inten- 
tions with the least possible delay. An ex- 
cellent crop for next year is a poor satisfac- 
tion, when there is so much uncertainty as 
to whether the crop will be harvested, or al- 
lowed to rot upon the ground. The crushing 
of the present season is nearly concluded. 
Several mills have already closed, and most 
are drawing to the end of their crops. Iji 
Mackay and some of the southern districts, 
especially where frost was experienced, the 
cane has rapidly deteriorated of late, and It 
is by no means certain that all the mills will 
pay working expenses. In the more north- 
ern and tropical districts, where there has 
been no frost, the crops have maintained a 
high standard of purity, and from these good 
returns are still being obtained. — Sugar 
Journal. , 



Capt. John T. Moore, of the Waubun plan- 
tation, at Schriever, La., was registered at 
the Hotel Denechaud a few days ago. Capt. 
Moore was accompanied by his son, Mr. John 
T. Moore, Jr., one of the rising young men 
of the sugar belt, who promises to be as fine 
a sugar pianter as his father, which is say- 
ing a great deal. 
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WANTS. 



W« will pnMiita in this colMflui, Itm of cliarg« aotll 
fartber iMtloe, tta« appllcfltioflu of all nuuMftn, ovor* 
Mers, Miflaeers and nisar-niakan, and others who 
■ay bo MeklttK positions in tbo conntry, and also the 
wtnts of phmters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED— For 190{8, position by a single young man 
(2i) as book-keeper and general of&oe man or manager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a flrst-olass doable entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed In an details 
of the general merchandise business. Tears of prac- 
tical experience. OUt-edge references. Bond if re- 
quired. Address *' Enebot," HahnTlUe, La. 12-23-01 

W ANTED-f-A general merchandise and grocery clerk 
(single) 24 years of age, educated in French and Eng- 
lish, good knowledge of book keeping, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer; moderate 
salary. Address Compbtbnt No. 18. Ariel P. O.. La. 

12-25-01 

WANTED— Immediately, llrst-ciass sugar boiler. 
Must be strictly scber and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 48766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-class man, strictly sober. Can furnisn the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Wbiss, 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED -Position by manager of plantation store* 
Touag man, unmarried, good accountant and oflioe 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnu«t, Bertie, La. 

f 12-14-01 

WANTED— At once, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar bouse worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth & Israel, Lauderdale, La. 
P. N. Vegas, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A position as first-class overseer. 
Twenty years* experience. Can furnish high refer- 
as to ability and sobriety. Address Nickblbs Forbt, 
785 Conti St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 , 

WANTED— A slnglb man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a fiower and 
vegetable gardener. First-class references furnished. 
Address, JOSEPH Dial., care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonvllle. 12-15Wn 

WANTED— A compentent and experienced youog 
man now employed, desires a change for next yeiir, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kei^ner La. 12-12^)1. 

WANTED— Engagement as sugar maker after 
Dec. 24th. Address New Hope, care Louisiana 
planter. 12-11-01. 

WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four years 
experience. Rererences fUmlshed upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles max- 
well, care of Cora Plantation, Whltecastle, La. 

m^i. 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience In both. 1 can furnish good references and 
and g^arntee satisfaction; Address Marco, care 
this office. 12-9-01. 

WANTED— H^ad-overseer for sugar plantation In 
Porto Rico. Oerman-American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter. • *^ » 12-11-01 

WANTED— Posltior by an experienced grocery or 
general merehandlse clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces ffom last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. 12-9-01. 

WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tation. Can give good references and sansfactory 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 13 
years at place where now employed. Address, 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 12-5-01 

WANTED — A position as chemist for Cuban or 
other tropical crop, for this season, by a thor- 
oughly competent and practical sugar man of sev- 
eral years' experience. At present employed in 
one of the largest factories in Louisiana. Best 
references. Address G. H. R., care Louisiana 
Planter. 12-3-01 



WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Solms, La. 12-8-01 

WANTED — A situation as overseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man ^5 years old, very 
healthy and of good endurance. Can give fair 
reference. AOdress L. B., care C. C. Ellis, Bllcoi- 



dale, La. 



12-8-01 



WANTED — A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in country store or as 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years' experi- 
ence in modern culture. Address T. P. B.. Ber- 
trandville, La. 12-2-01 

WANTED — By a young man 21 years of age, 
who has had eight years' experience in wholesale 
hardware business* to purchase (in New Orleans) 
supplies for plantation. Address ELabowahe. care 
Louisiana Planter. 12-2-01 

WANTED — Position in the t.est Indies or Mex- 
ico by a competent chemist. Address Bbicb Hau- 
MEB8« Belalr, La. 12-'28-01 

WANTED — A situation as assistant overseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 1902 by a young 
married man. Am sober and industrious and win 
give my employer eood services. Can furnish ref- 
erences. Address T. R. Nesom, Belle Alliance, La. 

11-28-01 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler In Louisi- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Aduress 1006, this of- 
fice. 

WANTED — A position as assistant or overseer 
on a sugar plantation for the crop of 1902 ; refer- 
ences furnished. Address W., Lucy P. O., La. 
^^ 11^25-01 

WANTED — Two first-class centrifugal men for 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repair 
work. All expenses paid going and comitkg from 
New Orleans with board and lodging. Address L. 
D. DeBlanc, Plaquemine, La. 11-25-01 



WANTED — A young man of 24, having a fairly 
id education, desires to act as a repr " 

New York City for any gentleman ap 



f;ood education, desires to act as a representative 
n New York City for any gentleman appreciating 
an energetic worker. Address Richabo f. Sharps, 



445 West 33d St., New York. 



11-25-01 



WANTED — By a sober and competent voung 
man, position for the coming season as assistant 
chemist in Cuba or Mexico, or would like to hear 
from party assuming chemical control of a sugar 
house. Understands clarification, etc. ; can fur- 
nish references from present emplover. Address 
L. Labe, Dorceyvllle. La. 

WANTED — ^A position as assistant overseer for 
the coming year. For references address Geo. W. 
McFall or A. WUbert's Sons, Plaquemine, La. 
Would prefer position In Cuba. Fbbd A Sobbal, 
Plaquemine, La. 11-27-01 

WANTteD — A position as sugar boiler or assist- 
ant for coming Cuban or Mexican crop, by a com- 
petent and 'first-class man; strictly sooer; can re- 
ler to the largest sugar houses in Louisiana ; at 

8 resent boiling In Louisiana ; speaks Spanish. Ad- 
ress SuGAB Boilbb, Bidgefield Plantation, Thibo- 
daux. La. ...x-29-01 

WANTED — A sugar house engineer, thoroughly 
up to date in all branches ^^ertalnlng to the skill- 
ful operating of modern sugar houses and the eco- 



nomical manufacture of sugar will be open for en- 
gagement by Jan. let, 1902. Wish to arranjere for 
yearly position ; 32 vears of age, 12 years of prac- 



tical experience; references the very best. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Bbadfobd, 1158 Camp 
St., New Orleans. 11-29-01 

WANTED — Position of manager, either in Lou- 
isiana, Texas, Mexico or Cuba by party with 18 
years' practical exnerlence in field and factory; 
first-class references, etc. ; understands Spanish. 
Address Plantbb, care Louisiana Planter. 11-26-01 

WANTED — Position by exnerienced and reliable 
bookkeeper and omce man. Address H. L.. this 
office. 11-12-01 

WANTED — For season of 1902, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant overseer ; un- 
marrlea ; wages f 40 per month. Address Sidgond 
OvEBSBEB, English Turn, La. 11-21-01 

WANTED — A position as timekeeper for coming 
year. Address A L. Mabshall^ Oak Lawn Plan- 
tation. Irish Bend, IjB. 11-22-01 

WANTED — A steady, capable man of family, 
who neither drinks nor gambles, wishes to secure 
a position as manager of sugar plantation. Thor- 
oughly versed in all the details of the work and 
can assure satisfaction. Address Reliable, care 
of The Chief, Donaldson ville. La. 11-22-01 



WANTED — By two first-class, sugar-house engi- 
neers a position for the approaching crop either 
in Cuba, Porto Rico or Mexico. We can furnish 
the best of references as to ability as engineers and 
machinists and Al testimonials as to character and 
sobriety. At present engaged in handling the Loa- 
Islana crop on a larcre plantation. Address B. G., 
Chief Engineer Stonewall Plantation, Point Coupee, 
La^ 11-22-OV^ 

WANTED — Position as head or assistant double 
effect man or as centrifugal mati for Cuba, crop 
1902. Sober and steady and have had seven yeanT 
experience. References furnisned. Address w. C. 
Templain, Dreyfous, La. 

WANTED — Two experienced men want positions 
in Cuba pt Mexico as sugar boiler and chemist. 
Best references. Would like to take charge ef 
sugar factory together. Address D. k R., Belle 
Alliance, La., care Belle Alliance Sugar Factory. 
11-20-01 

WANTIDD — ^A position in ^a sugar factory in 
Cuba, Porto Rico or Mexico by a sugar chemist to 
take chemical control ; can furnish my sugar boil- 
ers and centrifugal men ; can leave Jan. 5, 1902. 
Address Suoab Bxpebt^ — N. Peters St.. *>ew 
Orleans, La. 11-18-01 
r- 

WANTED — A position as manager on a cane 
plantation for the coming year 1902, either in 
Cuba, Mexico or Louisiana ; 10 or 12 years' experi- 
ence ; good references from present and former em- 
ployers as to ability, character and sobriety; can 
command 25 or 50 good Italian laborers. Address 
.F. O., this office. 11-13-01 

WANTED — A bookkeeper, one who has had ex- 
perience in sugar house; apply with references. 
Address Pittsbubq-Glbnfloba Suoab Co., Glen- 
Flora, Tex. 11-9-01 

WANTED — Experienced sugar chemist desires a 
position in Cuba, Porto Rico or elsewhere after 
the Louisiana season. Address S. L. Lamooon, Jb., 
Bumside, La. 11-8-01 

WANTED — By ^n active married gentleman po- 
sition to assist on sugar plantation for year 1902. 
Nineteen years' experience. Retired two years ago 
due to ill health at that time. At present engaged 
in business for his own account. Investigation de- 
sired. Address Lock Box 305 Thibodaux P. O., 
La. 11-11-01 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico after 
the present sugar season In Louisiana as assistant 
sugar boiler. Have had seven years' experience 
' ana can furnish good references. Am new em- 
ployed by Baton Itouge Sugar Co. Address A J. 
Stoufplbt, Baton Rouge, La. 11-7-01 

WANTED— Position by man and wife as florist 
and gardener on a plantation. Wife as cook and 
washerwoman. Best references. Address J. ^. 
Chebancb, 2031 Annette bt., Nfew Orleans. 
11-5-01 

WANTED— Analytical chemist, trained In Ger- 
man University, with knowledge of both cane and 
beet sugar, wants position as head chemist or mill 
manager in cane or beet sugar mill or experiment 
station. Hawaii preferred. Address Analt8is« 
care this office. 11-6-01 

WANTED — Posiiion as superintendent or head 
chemist for the coming grlnoing season in Mexico 
or West Indies ; have nad seven years' experience, 
can furnish best of references. Address hebbbbt 
M. Shilston^ Cora Plantation, Ibervilie, La. 
4 

WANTED — A position as manager or first-as- 
sistant overseer on a cane plantation In Louisiana. 
Gilt-edge reference on application. Address John 
Gbaybon, care Dr. W. D. Haas, bunkle or Eola, La. 

11-6-Ui 



Tie Loalsliiia Pluiter & Svkv Maufictanr, 

A Weekly JotinuU deroted to the Sugar 
industry in all its branches agrioultural, me- 
ohaniddy ohemioal, oommeroial and politlcaL 

Domestic Subscription $3.00 per annum, 
foreign subsoription including postage, $4.00 
Sample copy sent free. 

Its Editorial Corps is composed of well 
known experts in erery brandi of the sugar 
industry. 

Address Ihe Louisiana Planter, 

New Orleans, La., U. S. A. 
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The Cane Crop. 

The campaign continues to drag along' 
at a few factories, and the wea-ther dur- 
ing the current week has been such as to 
enable them to make rapid progress to- 
wards its completion. The cane now be- 
ing manipulated is necessarily topped low 
and is, besides', yielding poorly, and every 
day's progress towards the end is gladly- 
hailed by those who are still operating 
their houses. A general loss from the 
freeze is chronicled everywhere, varying 
in extent according to the amount of cane 
which it caught Standing and in wind- 
row, the standing cane being, of course, 
the. most seriously injured. Very few 
factories were fortunate enough to finish 
before the injury to their raw material 
became manifest.* The cool weather we 
have had for the past few days has been 
of good effect in retarding the progi'ess 
of deterioration in the canes yet to be 
ground. 



The Cane Qrowers' Meeting at the 
Grand Opera House, 

Last Thursday there was a largely at- 
tended meeting held at the Grand Opera 
House in New Orleans, at which were 
present a great many cane growers, su- 
gar manufacturers and others interested 
directly and indirectly in the production 
of sugar in Louisiana. The meeting 
was helld in response to a call issued by 
Mr. Chas. A. Farwell, President of the 
lAmerican Cane Growers' Association, 
and was for the- purpose of protesting 
against the proposed concessions to pro- 
ducers of cane sugar in the Island of 
Cuba in the way of a reduction in the 
tariff on sugars proceeding from that 
island. 

Mr. Chas. A. Farwell opened the 
meeting, and called to ^he chair. Gen. W. 
J. Behan, of Iberville parish. Gen. Behan 
announced the following list of vice- 
presidents and requested the gentlemen 
mentioned to take seats on the stage: 
Judge Bmile Rost, Hon. John Dymond, 
Mr. R. G. Bush, Mr. I. Hechinger, Mr. 
W. B. Bloomfidd, Dr. W. C Stubbs, 
Mr. Meyer Lemann, Mr. H. Chapman, 
iMr. Chas. Godchaux, Col. J. D. Hill, 
Mr. W. J. Thompson, Mr. H. L. -Martin, 
Mr. Pearl Wight, Hon. Henry McCall, 
Mr. B. A. Oxnard, Capt. J. N. Pharr, 
Mr. M. F. Thomson, Gov. H. C. War- 
moth, Mr. L. M. Soniat and Mr. Chas. 



A Farwell. He announced that Messrs. 
James A. Renshaw, Reginald Dykers 
and A. B. Gilmore would officiate as the 
secretaries of the meeting. Gen. Behan 
then read the following address: 

Friends and Fellow Citizens — 

J thank you for the honor conferred in 
selecting me to preside at a meeting com- 
posed of such progressive and substantial 
men as are assembled here to-day. 

The object of this meeting is a Inost im- 
portant one, and demands prompt action on 
your part. The greatest interest of this 
state is threatened with ruin and^ destruc- 
tion, and we are called together for the pur- 
pose of discussing and considering the ways 
and means necessary for its preservation. 
We are now in a critical position; the sugar 
interest of this country cannot withstand 
the proposed legislation in favor of free 
Cuban sugar, nor any reduction of the pres- 
ent tariff. We must realize the precarious 
position in which we are placed, and i;se 
our best efforts to avert the impending dan- 
ger. 

It has been said that the Louisiana sugar 
industry was slow of growth; let us con- 
sider the conditions existing since the close 
of the civil war; we had to contend- with 
a demoralized and disorganized labor system, 
our negro field hands were just freed from 
slavery, and were without any preparation 
for their new duties and position in life, the ^ 
fields and factories were in a state of ruin, 
overfiows came upon us from the mighty 
Mississippi, and at one time fully one-third 
of the sugar district of this state was in- 
undated. Consequently for three years, the 
crop in the overfiowed j)art of the state 
was almost totally ruined. 

Take into consideration this gloomy pic- 
ture of the actual condition during these 
years, together with the continual tinkering 
and changing of the tariff, which was a con- 
stant menace to the sugar industry, and 
looking back to 1865 when the sugar prod- 
uct of the state was barely ten thousand 
tons, as compared to the present crop of 
three hundred and fifty thousand tons. It 
must be apparent that we have made won- 
derful progress under these most unfavorable 
conditions. It required grit and determina- 
tion and the practice of the closest eco- 
nomy on the part of the Louisiana planters 
to bring the sugar industry to its present 
condition, and just as we are about to derive 
the benefit of our labors, it is proposed to 
allow Cuban sugar to come in free to the 
United States. This would be the greatest 
calamity that could befall our home indus- 
try. 

Why should the Cubans ask for such ben- 
efits when they are denied to other nations, 
and when by granting them we sacrifice 
home interests? Why should th^v ask such 
favors from a nation that has sacrificed on 
the altar of humanity the precious lives and 
blood of so many brave soldiers and sailors 
and millions of dollars in order that the 
Island of Cuba might obtain its independ- 
ence. 
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Nature has been kind to Cuba; sugar cane 
is indigenous to her soil, her climatic condi- 
tions are the most favorable and by reason 
of her natural resources she secures the full- 
est measure of results at less expense thaii 
any other sugar producing country In the 
world. Should the Cubans receive a special 
reduction of the present tariff they 
would in a few years produce all the sugar 
' this country requires, and destroy our home 
lijdustry. 

Charity begins at home; let congress help 
build and extend the sugar industry of the 
United States. We expect this administrsr 
tion to uphold the great principle of its 
party, that "no American industry should 
suffer, no American workman be thrown 
out of employment, and that American cap- 
ital should not be sacrifiecd in order that 
foreigners should be enriched thereby.'* 

The convention which nominated Mf. Mc- 
Kinley at St. Louis in 1890, to which I had 
the honor of being a delegate, placed in its 
platform the following declaration regard- 
ing sugar: **We condemn the present <idmin- 
istration for not keeping faith with the sugar 
producers of this country. The Repuhlican 
party favors such protection as will lead to 
the jproduction on American soil, of all the 
sugar which the American people use, and 
for which they pay other countries more than 
a hundred millions annually." 

Gentlemen, the time has come for our most 
determined and united efforts; we must pro- 
tect ourselves from the friends and emissa- 
ries of the Cuban sugar growers. The sub- 
ject is now submitted for your consideration. 

Gen. Behan*s address was received 
with loud applause and Col. J. D. Hill 
then moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee of five on resolutions and the mo- 
tion being adopted the chair appointed 
Col. J. D. Hill, Mr. Chas. Godchaux, Mr. 
W. B.Bloomfield, Mr. Chas. A. Farwell 
and Gov. H. C. Warmoth. The com- 
mittee retired for its deliberations and 
Chairman Behan called on the Hon. J. Y. 
Sanders, of St. Mary parish, tq address 
the meeting, which he did in his usual 
eloquent and effective way, and he was 
followed, in the order named, by Judge 
Walter Guion, of Assumption parish; 
Capt. John N. Pharr, of St. Mary par- 
ish; Hon. Taylor Beattie, of Lafourche 
parish, and the Hon. T. S. Wilkinson, 
of Plaquemine parish. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Wil- 
kinson's address the committee on 
resolutions announced their readi- 
ness to report and the chairman of 
the committee, Col. J. D. Hill, submit- 
ted the following: 

PROTEBT 

of the 

Producers of Cane Sugar in the United States 

of America^ Against the Proposed Con- 
cession to Producers of Cane Sugar 
in the Island of Cuba, 
ADOPTED AT A CONTENTION 
Held in the City of New Orleans, La., on the 
9th Day of January, A. D,, 1902. 

The United States has spent three hundred 
millions in money, and sacrificed the lives 
of thousands through battle and disease, to 
give to Cuba a freedom, for which she was 
fighting hopelessly in 1898. 

Ere taking her place in the sisterhood of 
nations by installing her newly chosen rul- 
ers, Cuba is already asking that further 
sacrifices shall be made by her benefactor. 

She recites the poverty of her land-hold- 



ers, whose wealth has been wasted by deso- 
lating war. and claims that she will be un- 
able to cultivate another crop, unless kindly 
treated by a generous government, to which 
she has learned to look for help for the past 
four years. ^ 

Our government may feel inclined to fur- 
ther aid her. Should it determine so to do, 
with as full sympathy with the Cubans 'as 
can actuate any other citizens, the Ameri- 
can Cane Growers protest against the form 
which the Cubans demand that this sympa- 
thy shall take. We are willing, if called 
upon, to again contribute our share to bene- 
fit Cuba, but we ought not to be called upon, 
by the United States government, to con- 
tribute our all, when it is hearkening to 
and answering the Cuban cry. 

The Cubans desire that they shall be 
helped by the remission, by our government, 
of the sugar duties levied under the Dingley 
tariff. We protest, because this method sin- 
gles us out, from among all the sons of our 
American country, as the victims, whose 
substance is to- enrich the cane fields of 
Cuba. 

. We protest against their demands, be- 
cause they will result in establishing a rate 
of tariff on agricultural products from Cuba 
for all time, and which will continue to in- 
jure us so long as the tariff shall last. The 
appeal from Cuba ignores the continuing 
edect of the tariff change as it pretends that 
it asks solely for aid for this year to enable 
its war-worn people to resume the culti- 
vation of its soil. It would make it appear 
that the fertility of Cuban soil had been de- 
stroyed by the war. What that fertility really 
is can be Judged by its brilliant past, when, 
in spite of export and tax exactions and 
other spoliations under its oppressors, it 
made the colossal fortunes of its planters, 
and won for Cuba the title of the "Queen of 
the Antilles;" how much more must it pros- 
per starting out free of all public debt, under 
its bwn benign government, with its natural 
advantages of soil and climate, which will 
again, and shortly, array it in all its glory 
and make it once more, the "Gem of the 
Seas." 

We protest, because the course suggested 
benefits a foreign state, numbering less than 
fifteen hundred thousand people, while it 
destroys the greater part of the invested 
capital and renders almost valueless the 
lands, of the best portion of a state of this 
Union, of an equal population with Cuba, and 
which has been part of the Union for nigh 
one hundred years. 

We protest, because having contributed 
more than our quota of soldiers to the Span- 
ish war, many of whom have never returned, 
and because having paid our full share of 
the general and war taxes of the United 
States, we have contributed fully, as Amer- 
ican patriots, to the burdens of the Spanish 
war, and now, for our government to com- 
ply with tne present Cuban demand would be 
for that government to sacrifice this state 
itself 

We protest, because we are in as sad a 
condition as can be the Cubans themselves 
by reason of the enormous output of Eu- 
ropean sugars. This affects cane growers 
here, and in Cuba alike, and no code of mor- 
als can justify any government in destroy- 
ing many of its citizens, to help a foreign 
state, suffering from abnormal conditions 
which depress it no more than they depress 
us. 

We protest, because the present price, of 
sugar threatens the destruction of cane 
growing in this state, and no government 
at such a moment can justly reduce the tar- 
iff in favor of any foreign people, on sen- 
timental grounds, when such reduction will 
be a death blow to this industry. 



And we protest against concessions, by 
reciprocity, or otherwise, 'which aim to re- 
duce the tariff on agricultural products and 
against any course which tends to injure our 
home industries. 

We trust that consideration of this pro- 
test will prevent any governmental action. 
on the lines laid down by the Cuban dele- 
gates; we trust so in our interests, as well 
as in those of our fellow American beet sugar 
producers, our vegetables and fruit-growers, 
and our tobacco planters of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That this protest be sent to the 
President of the United States, to each mem- 
ber of his Cabinet, to each Senator and Rep- 
resentative in the fifty-seventh congress, and 
to each of the leading journals of the United 
States. James D. Hill, 

Chairman Committee on Resolutions. 

When the resolutions had been read 
to the meeting Chairman Behan put them 
to a vote and they were carried unani- 
mously and the meeting then adjourned. 



The Louisiana Sui^ar Planters' Asso- 
ciation 

The regular monthly meeting of this 
association was held last Thursday even- 
ing, Jan. 9th, at the rooms of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Union and Carondelet 
streets, New Orleans. President Emile 
Rost was in the chair. Secretary Dykers 
at the desk, and there was a very good at- 
tendance of members and others. On 
motion the reading of the minutes of die 
previous meeting was dispensed with. 
The chair then requested the secretar}^ 
to read a letter written to the association 
by IMr. W. S. Humphrey of Saginaw, 
Mich., in which he inquired what it cost 
to produce granulated sugar from Lou- 
isiana cane, stating that he was engaged 
in trying to correct the inaccurate and 
misleading statements which had ap- 
peared in a number of papers, particularly 
the New York Tribune and the New 
York Commercial, relative to the com- 
parative cost of the production of sugar 
from Cuban cane, Louisiana cane and 
American beets. Cpl. Richard McCall 
moved that the letter be referred to Mr. 
D. D. Colcock, who is at present in Wash- 
ington, and who had all the information 
required at his disposal and could answer 
the facts in the case without delay. Mr. 
James A. Ware thought that it would be 
well to turn the letter over to the mem- 
bers of a committee which was expected 
to shortly proceed to Washington, and let 
them reply to it. Mr. L. M. Soniat sug- 
gested that the secretary of the associa- 
tion get the information, but it was finally 
decided to hand the communication to the 
members of the committee above men- 
tioned, of which Mr. Colcock would al- 
most surely be a member, and let them 
take it in hand and give it proper atten- 
tion. 

A communication was read by the sec- 
retary from Mr. S. Joachim relative to a 
proposed organization among the plant- 
ers for the purpose of owning and oper- 

Digitized by VnOOQ iC 



m^ii^M^ 



..IJMi! 



■mjiti^ I 



January 11. 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AJS SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 



19 



ating a fuel oil well and transportation 
outfit, the oil to be used for their own 
purposes and also sold to outsiders. The 
commtmication was received and laid 
aside without action. A communication 
was also read by the Secretary from the 
American Protective Tariff League rela- 
tive to the annual meeting of the League 
to be held Jan. i6th, and notifying the 
association of the importance of the meet- 
ing and expressing a desire that it should, 
as a member, be represented there. The 
communi<;ation was, on mption duly 
made, received and filed. A letter was 
then read from Dr. W. C. Stubbs in 
which the Doctor oflfered to the associa- 
tion the use of the meeting room at the 
Agriqultural Hall at the Experiment Sta- 
tion, at Audubon Park, for its meetings, 
free of aM cost, and in which he suggest- 
ed that "by holding the meetings at the 
Station the planters, together with their 
managers, overseers, sugar makers and 
engineers, could riot only have their usual 
meeting and discussion but could also 
inspect the experiments being conducted 
in the sugar house and in the field at the 
Experiment Station. 

There was some discussion as to the 
advisability of accepting the Doctor's 
kind offer and the opinion was advanced 
by some of the members that to hold the 
meetings in the daytime at the Station 
would militate against the attendance, as 
the members might find it inconvenient to 
go up there in the day for this purpose. 
The attendance for the past year or two 
has been, as a rule, very excellent indeed 
at the downtown meeting place. It was 
finally decided that Doctor Stubbs' letter 
be referred to the Executive Committee 
and that the thanks of the association be 
tendered to him for his offer. 

President Rost then inquired whether 
the association desired to ratify the action 
taken at the meeting of the cane growers 
and planters held during the day at the 
Grand Opera House, whereupon Hon. 
James A. Ware moved that the action 
taken at that meeting be endorsed and 
ratified by the association. This motion 
of Mr. Ware's was amended by Col. 
Richard McCall to the effect that the ac- 
tion taken at the meeting at the Grand 
Opera House be endorsed and ratified by 
the Louisiana Su^r Planfters' Associa- 
tion, and that the Executive Committee of 
the association should, in their judgment, 
assist materially in carrying out the views 
expressed at the meeting held at the 
Grand Opera House. The motion as 
amended was carried. Gen. W. J. Behan 
then moved that the association tender a 
vote of thanks to Representatives Robert- 
son, Broussard, Davey and Meyer for the 
position they took on the Philippine tariff 
question. This motion was unanimous/ly 
carried. 

At the suggestion of Dr. W. C. Stubbs, 

. President Rost appointed a committee of 

three to draw up suitable resolutions ex- 



pressing the g^ief and regret felt by the 
association over the death of its late treas- 
urer, Mr. Wm. B. Schmidt, who died just 
previous to the summer vacation and 
since whose death no fully attended meet- 
ing of the association has been held, so 
that all action had been delayed until this 
date. President Rost appointed Messrs. 
W. C. Stubbs, L. M. Soniat and John Dy- 
mond as members of the committee. 

. The topic of the evening, "The Ques- 
tion of Labor for Taking Off the Sugar 
Crop," was then placed before the meet- 
ing. This topig had been scheduled for 
discussion at the November and Decem- 
ber meetings, at neither of which there 
was an opportunity to take it up. On 
motion of Hon. James A. Ware the dis- 
cussion of the subject was postponed in- 
definitely. 

The next business before the associa- 
tion was the selection of a topic for its 
February meeting, and it was moved and 
carried that the matter of selecting a suit- 
able topic be left to the Chair. The 
meeting then adjourned. 



December 1901. 

The New Orleans Weather Bureau 
has just issued its review of the weather 
in New Orleans during December, 1901, 
which is of especial interest this season, 
owing to the very lt)w and unprecedented 
temperatures then reached. The highest 
December temperature was that of 79 
F. on the 13th. On the isth a minimum 
of 25 F. was recorded. The lowest tem- 
perature was 23 F. on the 20th which 
was six days, after the first freeze was 
recorded, which was very slight, being 
31 F. on the 14th. The minimum read- 
ings for the series of days beginning 
with the 14th, are 31 F., 25 F., 23 F., 31 
F., 26 F., 37 F., 23 F., 23 F., and, on the 
22nd, eight days after the first, slight 
freeze, the temperature still stood at the 
freezing point. This series of nine days 
of cold weather, as stated at the time, 
is without precedent in the meteorologi- 
cal history of Louisiana, and its disas- 
trous effects upon the cane crop insofar 
as it was not harvested, are well known. 

A southerly gale was blowing before 
this cold storm set in and the maximum 
temperature on the 14th was 73 F., the 
minimum being 31 F., a change of 42 
degrees F. occurring upon that date. 

The average December temperature in 
New Orleans during the last twenty- 
eight years has been 56 F., while for 
1901 it was 52 F. 

The average December rainfall for 
thirty-one years has been 4.28 inches, 
and for December just past it was 4.86. 



The Sugar Industry of the Hawaiian 
Islfnds. 

Although an American territory but 
a little more than three years, the Ha- 
waiian Islands are exhibiting a push and 



development that would show them to 
be to the manner bom, and this develop- 
ment is shown not only in agricultural 
lines but in a journalistic way- as well. 
The Louisiana Planter has recently 
received a magnificent Industrial Edition 
gotten out by the Evening Bulletin, of 
Honolulu, for November, 1901. This 
Industrial Editipn would be a credit to 
the oldest and most progressive journal 
in the Union, and is one of the finest 
specimens of its kind that has reached 
us in many a day, and the editor of the 
Bulletin deserves great credit for the fine 
edition he has turned out. 

The journal is beautifully illustrated 
with cuts of /the exteriors and interiors 
of Hawaii's famous sugar plantations, 
as well as cuts of plantation residences, 
pumping plants, field work, cane plant- 
ing, cane loading, cutting, etc. Among 
others a very interesting writeup is given 
of the Honolulu Iron Works and a splen- 
did cut is made showing an interior view 
of the machine shops, where are^ seen 
three nine-roller mills in process of erec- 
tion, which would tend to prove that 
Hawaiians are not backward in adopting 
improved machinery. 

The Evening Bulletin in this Indus- 
trial Edition gives very interesting de- 
scriptions of the different islands of the 
group, and also of the principal sugar 
plantations thereon, stating that Ewa, 
on Oahu Island, is considered the ban- 
ner planltation of the islands. Descrip- 
tions are also given of the Waiiua Agri- 
cultural Company's plantation, the Oahu 
Sugar Company's plantation, Honolulu 
Planting Company's and many others. 
The methods in vogue on the best plan- 
tations in the way of planting cane, un- 
loading cane from cars, feeding cane car- 
riers, are also shown by very clear illus- 
trations. An illustration, novel to us in, 
Louisiana, is given of th6 method of car- 
rying the cane to the plantation mill on 
the Onomea Sugar Company's planta- 
tion, on the island of Hawaii, where it is 
done by V shaped flumes, which have a 
combined length of twenty miles and 
are operated by water obtained from 
streams on the plantation lands. 

The exports of sugar from Hawaii 
to the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1901, were nearly 35,- 
000 tons, valued at over 27 millions of 
dollars. 



Pergonal. 

Mr. J. K. Garr, of the lower coast, one of 
our most prominent sugar producers, came 
up to the city during the early part of the 
week and stopped at the St. Charles hotel. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay, owner of those 
magnificent properties, the St. Louis and 
Union sugar plantations in the parish of 
Iberville, was a guest of the St. Charles 
hotel a few days ago. Mr. Gay, assisted by 
his up-to-date manager, Mr. D. H. Walsh, 
has worked hard to save the remnent of 
his crop and it is believed that no loss will 
be sustained by them. 
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LOCAL LETTBR8. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPO^DENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

We've actually had a wpek of ordinary 
weather, with equable and seasonable tem- 
perature prevailing most of the time and 
no meteorological phenomena of any kind 
to fracture old records or make new ones. 
From Saturday until Tuesday morning the 
skies were overcast and cloudy and the air 
chilly, seeming to indicate the immjnence of 
another visitation of snow, but during Tues- 
day the clouds were suddenly alspelled and 
the sun again asserted his supremacy over 
the powers of darkness, ^he modicum of 
sunlight since vouchsafed us has been quite 
liberal, and the best is being made of the 
improved weather conditions on the few 
plantations wh^re the work of taking oft 
the crop has not been concluded. The only 
factories in Ascension still in operation are 
Oermania, Belle Helene, Evan Hall and 
Houmas Central, and it is probable all of 
these will have finished their campaigns by 
the end of this week. If any lap over, it 
will not be for many hours. 

At t~e Miles Company's big Houmas Cen- 
tral factory ic had been decided to stop 
grinding on . riday or Saturday last, ow- 
ing to the poor condition of the cane being 
handled, but there was considerable subse- 
quent improvement in the quality of the 
product and the decision was reached to 
keep the house going until tne diminishing 
coal pile was exhausted. ^ ihe improvement 
continued to such an extent, however, that 
more coal was obtained and the renmant 
of the crop will all be ground — that is, all 
but the considerable portion lopped off the 
tops as spoiled for sugar-making purposes. 
The season's work at Houmas central will 
be concluded Saturday, if no accident pre- 
vents, the cane yet to handle being all from 
the Monroe and Orange Grove places. The 
last of Clark's supply was ground Wednes^ 
day. The total tonnage will come very close 
to previous estimates. Tne calculation was 
that 60,000 tons of cane would be manipu- 
lated, and this will not exceed the quantity 
to be ground by more than 2,000 or 3,000 
tons. 

The New nope, St. James and Armant fac- 
tories of the Miles Company have all finished 
grinding, the last named having wound up 
on Wednesday. 

B. Lemann & Bro.'s Belle Terre and Palo 
Alto factories have completed their season's 
operations. Belle xerre getting through at 
8 o'clock Sunday morning with a total su- 
far output of about 4,600,000 pounds, in- 
cluding the contents of the hot room. 

E. and J. Kock's Belle Alliance factory 
concluded a long campaign Tuesday morn- 
ing, and while the deterioration of cane 
after the severe December weather undoubt- 
edly curtailed the sugar output to some 
extent, the diminution was smaller than 
.anticipated and the quality of the cane 



handled during the closing weeks of the 
campaign proved much better than it had 
seemed reasonable to expect. 

Evan Hall had a few acres of cane that 
was too badly affected, to be worth grind- 
ing, and Chatham is reported to haVe sus- 
tained serious loss from this cause, but all 
the other plantations in this parish will 
grind their full crops. 

No apprehension ii^ , felt that the stubble 
has sustained any injury from the Decem- 
ber freezes, and nobody is trying to borrow 
trouble from this source in Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORKESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been favorable since last 
report, and everything considered those of 
our planters who are still in the tolls have 
made good progress and there will be only 
two or three rolling after this week. The 
outlook is not reassuring for the present 
year, but our people will go ahead hoping, 
with care and prudence and strict economy, 
to cope with existing circumstances. A few 
of our planters have^met with serious losses, 
another few have made marvellous successes 
and it is to be hoped that less fortunate 
neighbors will profit by their experience, and 
keep alive the sugar industry in our midst, 
for there is no crop more conducive to good 
health in soutli Louisiana than the sugar 
cane. 

Messrs. Ventress & Locke had the misfor- 
tune of burning out a lot of tubes in their 
Stirling boiler last week, at their Granada 
factory, and had to send North for others, 
while their neighbor. Mr. Oscar J. Richard, 
broke a roller at his Golden Gate sugar- 
house and has been running along on two 
since, but with bad cane and only one com- 
pression he finds very little profit in the 
work. 

The Walsh people are jubilant over the 
satisfaction which their carrier feeder gave 
this season. One of the advantages discover- 
ed lately by a large purchaser of cane is 
the facility it affords for obtaining a fair 
sample of juice for testing. The apparatus 
feeds one load at a time, so that juice from 
each car load may be obtained as it passes 
through the rollers and no complaints about 
the selection of extra green or extra ripe 
stalks of cane are heard. 

Mr. Oscar D. Billon, of St. James parish, 
has sold to his brother, Mr. Arthur J. Bil- 
lon, an undivided half interest in the Upper 
Elmer plantation at Bayou Goula. 

Some of the land owners in the First 
Drainage District of this parish (5th ward) 
complain that the commissioners have in- 
fiicted a heavy and unnecessary burden on 
them by requiring fences on both sides of 
Bayou Brand and the main canal leading 
into it, instead of permitting them to fence 
across as formerly and in this way have off- 
set the good otherwise accomplished by the 
opening up of the drainage or that section. 

The Police Jury met Monday but, aside 



from approving bills, transacted nothing of 
importance. The road along the lower end 
of Bayou Grosse-tete has been thoroughly 
worRed, and a number of new houses are 
building. 

The condition of the banks in the parish, 
the Banl^ of Plaquemlne and People's Bank 
at Plaquemlne, and Bank of White Castle 
at White Castle, La., as disclosed by their 
statements at the end of the year, is most 
satisfactory, showing assets of over three- 
quarters of a million dollars. All made 
handsome profits on their business last year. 

Dr. J. A. Richard, a son of Mr. Joseph 
Richard, of Bayou Goula, and a popular 
young dentist of Plaquemlne, and Miss Irene 
Pope, a daughter of the late Judge Nathaniel 
W. Pope and a beautiful and accomplished 
lady, were married Wednesday at Plaque- 
mine. . IBEBVIIXE. 



W.est Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

So far as the weather is Concerned, the 
planters have had little or no cause to .com- 
plain during the past ^eek. True, some 
rain and sleet fell last Saturday, but not 
enough to stop field and factory work, which 
has been pushed forward with the utmost 
vigor. Sunday, Monday and Tuesday fore- 
noon a heavy snowfan seemed imminent, but 
it failed to materialize. Tuesday afternoon 
the dull, leaden-colored clouds blew away, 
giving place to bright skies and warm, 
balmy sunshine. Wednesviay morning the 
frost was so heavy that it resembled snow. 
The day, however, was clear and delightful- 
ly pleasant in the sunshine. Another heavy 
frost this (Thursday) morning, with every 
promise of a bright day completes the 
weather record for the week. 

Only one factory has finished during the 
past week — Anchorage — where the season's 
work was brought to a close Sunday night, 
with an output somewhat in excess Ol the 
crop of last season. ^11 the other fac- 
tories are "pegging away" as usual, and 
every effort is being made to grind out 
fwhat remains of the crop as rapidly as 
•possible. Every day counts now, and, while 
the windrowed cane may not be deterior- 
ating as rapidly as is claimed in some quar- 
ters, it goes without saying, on the other 
hand, uiat it is not improving. The con- 
dition of the windrowed cane seems to vary 
on the Qifferent plantations. (Reference is 
here had to the cane windrowed prior to 
the severe freeze of December 14-21.) In 
several instances this cane is reported to 
be in as goou condition as when it was put 
down. Tue juice, it is said, clarifies nicely, 
and little or no trouole is experienced in 
granulating. At other factories very differ- 
ent and less satisfactory conditions prevail. 
There the cane has deteriorated to such an 
extent that the greatest difficulty is had in 
working up the juice. .Tnis lat^ter condi- 
tion will probably become accentuated as 
the days pass. One tning is quite certain, 
however, and that is that the planters will 
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learn several lessond from this season's dis- 
asters, and one of these is what windrowed 
cane will stand in the matter of unfavor- 
able weather conditions. 

There can be no concealment or denial of 
the fact that some severe losses have been 
sustained in this parish as a result of the 
freeze in December, which destroyed con- 
siderable cane, entailing a loss that will 
run well up into the thousands of dollars. 
One of the largest planters in the parish re- 
marked to your correspondent a few days 
ago that this season's untoward conditions 
—scarcity of labor, bad weather, etc. — cost 
him |5Q,000. 

So far as can be learned, there has been 
no general discussion of this year's plans. 
That there will be a cut all along the line 
in the matter of wages seems quite certain. 
With sugar at present prices tne planters 
simply cannot afTord to pay the wage scale 
paid last year. 

In about two weeks the grinding season 
will be brought to a close in this parish. 
Poplar Grove will probably W the last to 
finish. Cinclare is expected to wind up the 
season's work to-day, the 11th inst. Smith- 
field has about ten or fifteen days longer to 
run, while Orange Grove will probably finish 
by the time this appears in print. Like Al- 
lendale and Westover, it is understood that 
Smithfield and Orange Grove will wind up 
the season's work without the loss of a 
stalk of cane. t 

There is still considerable cotton in the 
fields. Some of it will never be picked out. 
At the present writing existing conditions 
are not as bright as they might be in 
West Baton Rouge. 



Terrebonne. 

The news that sugar could no longer be 
made from the stanumg cane fell like "a 
thunderbolt from a clear sky." It was known 
that the cane was badly frozen, hut with 
favorable weatuer it was thought that there 
would be no difficulty in saving the rest of 
the crop. Two days of warm weather, how- 
ever, played havoc with those planters who 
were a little backward in uie harvesting of 
the crop. The cane got sour by le&ps and 
bounds and work was suspended at some 
of the refineries after several unsuccessful 
attempts to make sugar out of the sour 
juice. 

The loss falls mostly on the large planters, 
although some of the smaller cane growers 
will lose heavily. Ardoyne it Is said lost 
in the neighborhood of 5,000 tons of cane; 
Southdown, 7,000 tons; Bonvillain Bros., 
1,000 tona We are not able to obtain ap- 
proximate losses on other plantations; but 
they will be heavy, and will probably make 
a total of 26,000 or 30,000 tons for the en- 
tire parish. Cane windrowed atter the big 
freeze is said to be in a worse condition 
than the standing cane. 

The lower Terrebonne refinery, it is said, 
has made nearly 16,000,000 pounds of sugar. 



and has broken all of its previous records. 
The planters living in that neighborhood 
lost nothing by the freeze to speak of, as 
the lower Terrebonne refinery refused cane 
from none of the planters, although, during 
the closing days of operations the cane re- 
ceived wa^ in such a bad condition as to 
allow no margin of profit for tne refinery. 
This generous treatment on the part of the 
management of the lower Terrebonne re- 
finery has, no doubt, saved some of the small 
planters from financial ruin and at the 
same time it has encouraged them to con- 
tinue raising cane. — Courier, Jan, 4. 



Vermilion. 



( SPBCIAL COBBESPQNDENCE. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been very favorable for 
the past week for the cane farmer and he 
has been taking all the advantage that the 
refinery would let him take to get off the 
remnant of his cane. The weather has been 
cool and cloudy for the most of the time 
and fortunately no rain. The cool weather 
has kept the cane remarkably well pre- 
served and much more of it has been saved 
than would have been the case had the 
weather been warm, though the cane has 
improved generally in condition for the past 
six or seven days. It is much better than 
before and seems .to be improving daily. 
Cane that was entirely frozen and that 
showed the appearance of being in very 
bad condition Just after the freeze now 
shows only a very thin streak next to the 
outside peeling. The semi-cool weather that 
we have had and the infiuence of the ground 
has been of' much benefit to the farmers. 
There is at least ten days* delivery of good 
cane in this section now to be put out over 
the railroad to central re^nerles and the 
local mills have several thousand tons to 
work up yet. The farmers are very much 
put out at the stand the mills take in pay- 
ing for cane that went through the freeze, 
either in or out of windrow. The local mills 
are how paying for the cane a price only 
in proportion to the amount of sugar that 
is obtained from the cane and in settlement 
for cane delivered for the week ending 
January 4th they offered only $1.50 per ton. 
The farmers refused to accept this settle- 
ment and there will, no doubt, oe litigation 
about the matter. Outside mills that are 
taking cane here are still paying the usual 
price that has prevailed throughout the sea- 
son. The season will be long drawn out 
in this section and will hardly be' completed 
before the 20th inst. By the freeze, the 
immense amount of trouble that the farm- 
ers had to get off their cane and the Cuban 
reciprocity staring the small, as well as the 
large, planter in the face, the cane industry 
has received a black eye in this section of 
the country that, I fear, it will never re- 
cover from. A large per cent of the seed 
cane is destroyed and some of it is being 
milled, any number of cane planters have 



already made arrangements to quit raising 
cane and raise rice and some of them will 
go into corn raising altogether. It looks 
now as if the cane acreage would b^ cut from 
50 to 76 per cent this year. , 

There is being worlds of work done in 
the rice fields preparatory to a very heavy 
acreage for rice. Rice farmers are pul- 
ing tneir early plowing and those that have 
turf to turn under are having the work 
pushed as rapidly as possible. The canala 
are all getting ready for water and will, 
doubtless, be in time this year to save the 
crop from damage for want of proper Ir- 
rigation. > 

There w«^ be a very large acreage planted ' 
to com this year. The demand for corn in 
the rice section now is the largest that was 
ever known before; the corn will doubtless 
sell tor $1.60 per barrel by June 1st.' The 
supply is sufiScient for the demand at pres- 
ent but it wiU not hold out long. 

There is not a great deal said about a. 
cotton crop but it will very likely equal 
the acreage of the past year. 

The country is rapidly improving along 
all lines, except cane farming, and is des- 
tined to be one of the first parishes of the 
state. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPOKDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since my last letter we have had some' 
very disagreeable weather, rain and cold to- 
gether, which retarded farm work to some 
extent, but not to amount to anything. 

All available rice lands are taken up in 
this section, and a great deal of plowing has 
been done in order to be in time for the 
early planting, which the majority of our 
farmers believe is the best policy for the 
rice farmer. 

Your correspondent In conversation with 
several rice planters of this section a few 
days ago in regard to the killing of red rice, 
was told by some of them that seed can 
-remain in the ground for one or two years 
and then grow, and that it requires two or 
three years* cultivation to entirely extermin- 
ate red rice. This subject was thoroughly 
discussed, but no satisfactory conclusiona 
could be reached and it might be that they 
are mistaken on this line, as we have been 
told by many good rice planters that early- 
fall plowing will cause the red rice to sprout 
and then spring plowing with several good 
harrowings will entirely destroy the red 
rice, or, at least, it will be such a small per 
cent that it will not affect its value. 

Charley Dubois and Alfred Carlisle have 
leased the St. Cloud plantation, which is the 
property of J. B. Foley, of Crowley, and will 
plant the entire place, consisting of about 
600 acres. Mr. Dubois is from Illinois and 
has been in the employ of J. B. Foley for 
several years on the above mentioned plan- 
tation and is now a prax:tical and experienced 
rice farmer. Mr. Carlisle is from New Or- 
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leans and is In the employ of Bol&nd & 
Gschwind, of that city; he will remain with 
this firm while Mr. Dubois will manafge the 
farm. 

Rapid progress has been made on the sur- 
vey of the Gueydan drainage canal and, In 
a ^ort time, it will be completed and then 
bids on the work will be asked for. Mr. 
Babbitt, the surveyor in charge, is at pres- 
ent in New Orleans on business pertaining 
to the canal. 

Both rice mills at this place continue 
their ceaseless runs. Mr. P. M. Lyons, miller 
at the Gueydan Rice Mill, who has been oft 
for his health for the past month, returned 
this week to his duties and, uuring his ab- 
sence, Henry Metius was in charge of the 
mill. 

Mr. H.,]Li. Gueydan, clean rice man at the 
Mutual. Kice M^Il, tells us that he is going 
to have put down on their large rice plan- 
tation, located two miles south of Gueydan, 
three more deep wells fo« the irrigation of 
this y'ear's rice. They, at present, have four 
wells on ify^Y places, three of which are 
flowing wells. Mr. Gueydan is a believer fn 
well water for the Irrigation of rice. 

Many Northern prospectors arrive weekly 
and some are investing In rice lands. 

Gueydan is, at present, experiencing the 
greatest boom since it was founded by the 
lamented J. P. Gueydan. X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPOKDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

While the first day of the new year opened 
bright and pleasant with fair prospects for 
a spell of good weather yet the hopes of 
the planters in this respect were disappoint- 
ed, for a cold rain set in on the 4th fol- 
lowed by a dark and cloudy day on the 5th, 
all of which was detrimental to outdoor 
work of all kinds. From reports received 
from tne locality of Leinster it is learned 
^hat there is still on some of the farms quite 
a heavy acreage of cane in the windrow to 
be delivered to the factories. It was re- 
ported that the cane had begun to deterior- 
ate very fast in the windrow and some ap- 
prehension was fe^t that some of it would 
be lost. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll, proprietor of the Ellen 
Kay and Shirley plantations, called on the 
writer this week and reported that he has 
harvested his cane crop in due season. He 
was fortunate in having on his place a 
limited force of labor and success attended 
his operations from the start to the finish. 
In regard to his cotton crop, however, he 
said that he had not met with entirely good 
results and he estimated that he had lost 
since the cotton season opened not less than 
a hundred bales of lint cotton through the 
shortage of labor, rain and bad weather and 
he has yet in his fields not less than fifty 
bales still to be picKed. If the weather holds 
good this cotton will be gathered, otherwise 
it will be left on the stalks and plowed into 



the grouna. Mr. Knoll is not any exception 
to the rule, for a number of the best farm- 
ers in this locality have in their fields 'from 
ten to thirty bales of the fleecy staple which 
they may be able to harvest, but there is 
no certainty about it. 

I have heard some doubts expressed con- 
cerning the safety of seed cane in the wind- 
row, but there is no knowing at this date 
what the condition of it is, nor pan we find 
out until it is taken up for planting. 

Speaking about stubble an old planter re- 
marked to the writer a few days past that 
in his opinion this was one of the years 
that Justifled the bunching of the cane tops 
on the summit of the cane rows. Further 
he said that in the past it was tl^e custom 
to cover the stubbles and he had all the 
trash placed up on the side of the rows so 
that the water could flow reaaily. There 
was then less complaint of frozen stubble 
than there is nowadays. Whiie I do not 
profess to understand this matter of preserv- 
ing stubble I am very much impressed with 
the opinion that one of che best things and 
most essential things is' to secure good drain- 
age, first, last and all the time, whether it 
is Intended to grow cane, corn, cotton or 
other crops. Labor is beginning slowly to 
settle down to work at fair wages. 

Sdme of our ehterprising planters are, 
preparing to clear and plant some of their 
new land. 

Late reports have it that a big brick-mak- 
ing plant will be put in this spring at the 
town of Bunkie. Ebin. 



Rapides. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCB.) 

Several days during the past week were 
cloudy and heavy, rain falling Saturday and 
the weather turning cold Sunday and re- 
maining so until Tuesday noon, since then 
it has been fair with heavy frosts each 
night, and very favorable to the preserva- 
tion of the cane. 

The Chetwoode factory is working along 
on the remaining crops and will finish 
present engagements in the next five or six 
days. 

I am informed that the Loyd Sugar and 
Molasses Company will likely close for the 
season in a day or so, as negotiations have 
been entered into with a view of getting the 
Chetwoode factory to finisa the portion oi 
cane not yet ground that was to be ground 
by them. 

The scarcity of labor since the end of 
last year has been very noticeable, owing, 
in part, to t^e usual changing of homes and 
then, too, the parties who still have cane 
are all in the Loyd neighborhood and it is 
not practicable to get the labor from La- 
mourie and upper Bayou Boeuf, owing to the 
considerable distance, and the plantations 
have not the conveniences to lodge the labor 
even if it were possible to persuade them 
to come down. 



Labor is getting more independent, and 
more indifTerent, each year and, n6twith- 
standing that it Is alreadv scarce enough 
to i»p somewhat a serious nroDositlon, there 
are numbers of colored families that are 
moving away from the far^ and engaging 
with parties conducting public improvements 
such as the two steel bridges at Alexandria 
and the two drainage canals now being 
made through Rapides and Avoyelles par- 
ishes. 

A triD through the country between Alex- 
andria ana Evergreen, a few days ago, per- 
mitted this correspondent to see a very con- 
siderable amount of cotton still in the field, 
many cuts looked as though there had not 
been a boll picked and very slow progress 
is being made now to. save what is left 

HAPtDES. 



St. James— RIsrht Bank« 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is actually one whole week of per- 
fect sugar making weather on record, no 
rain having fallen, or extremely cold spell 
occurred. Those who were unfortunate 
enough to still have cane to grind, made 
a reluctant start to begin over again, as it 
were, to finish up what was left after every- 
thing had been in a state of inaction. Since 
last Thursday no time has been lost to get 
everything out of the weather, and a smooth 
run has been accomplished so far. Stand- 
ing cane was given up without hesitation, 
and windrowed was approached with some 
trepidation, lor it was declared almost posi- 
tively to be no good, but the fates had re- 
served a i-.tle surprise for the poor, afflicted 
planters, who have found out that there is 
a little sugar left in cane, which is wortu 
the saving, considering how low it has to 
be cut, for therein lies a big loss. Now that 
nearly every other planter has finished grind- 
ing labor is plentiful, and plantation dis- 
cipline is not so difficult to maintain, which 
was far from being the case in the begin- 
ning of the campaign. The planters who 
will be able to continue in the sugar in- 
dustry, notwithstanding four successive 
years of failure, are thinking seriotisly of 
the old maxim, ''In time of peace prepare for 
war," and according to past experience, it is 
applicable to many other things besides ac- 
tual warfare. Many resolutions are being 
made, among which it is proposed to begin 
this year's campaign earlier tnan the last, 
so as to prepare for a scarcity of labor, 
and the advent of early freezing weather. 
Though last year's crop was poor, it would 
not have turned out so disastrous, had it 
not dragged so long. Grinding operations 
were frequently suspended a day or so as 
there were not enough hands in the field 
to supply the mill with cane, and this poor 
system of manufacture was the rule on 
nearly all plantations. 

Messrs. Gaskins and Rolling, of Pike's 
Peak, finished grinding a fortnight ago. 
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without meeting with an accident, though 
eleven thousand tons of cane were ground. 

Armant plantation, of the Miles Planting 
and Manufacturing Company, met with an 
accident which caused an interruption of 
. two days, thereby delaying the end of grind- 
ing until next Thursday. The results in 
tonnage, and sugar output, will go over 
and above that estimated, therefore Mr. J. 
K. Tucker and his efficient aids are entitled 
to much credit for proving such ^m excep- 
tion to the almost general rule of disap- 
pointment, which 80 many planters expert* 
enced. 

The Armant store, is now under the man- 
agement ot Mr. J. Armitage, formerly of 
the Burnslde establishment The general 
opinion Is that "Burnsiae's loss will be Ar^ 
mant's gain." The well-known and success- 
ful planter, Mr. J. Lebermuth, of Salsburg 
plantation, passed through this section last 
Monday. 

Dr. P. Miles visited his "three graces," 
Armant, St. James and Back Quarter plan- 
tations, this week on a hunting expedition, 
in company with Mr. J. K. Tucker. 

St. James. 



Lower Coast. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONniNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The three larger centrals of Plaquemine 
parish, Kenliworth, Myrtle Grove and Mag- 
nolia, finished the agonies of their respective 
grinding and soaking seasons almost simul- 
taneously on the morning and night of Sun- 
day, the 5th instant. According to the New 
Orleans' papers and other sources their re- 
spective tonnages harvested were Magnolia, 
37,000 tons; Kenilwortn, 47,000 tons, and 
Myrtle Grove. 59,214 tons. 

Speaking from personal knowledge and 
absolutely accurate information furnished I 
can say that the leading mill centrals of 
the parish harvested their entire acreage. 
Of course there was a large amount of 
actual tonnage Iosl in the shortened cutting 
of standing cane and the less proportionate 
lowering of the knives on the windrowed 
cane. In this shortened cutting Myrtle 
Grove was computed to have lost/ by those 
who have vae best means of knowing, about 
2,500 tons and Kenliworth probably about 
the same. 

Tour special correspondent obtained some 
approximate figures from the largest of 
these three crops illustrative of the advan- 
tage of prompt windrowing of half frozen 
or completely frozen cane in the remarkable 
freeze of Dec. 15th to 21st inclusive. 

All of tne standing cane ground between 
Dec. 15th and 25th, some 6,600 tons, fire- 
thawed, steam-thawed and weather-thawed, 
yielded an average of 158 pounds of 97 to 
98^4 test y. C. sugar per ton, as did the 
crop of over 50,000 tons handled up to that 
date. The standing cane deteriorated none 
as long as the weather remained cold. 

The standing cane ground from Dec. 25th 
to 30th, in five days of summer temperature 



with a deluge of rain Dec. 28th, some 3,900 
tons, gave 119.4 pounds, 96 to 98 test Y. C. 
sugar per ton. 

Windrowed cane ground between Dec. 
30tb and Jan 5th, 5,226 tons, gave 141.6 
pounds Y. C, same test per ton. 

The above cane was windrowed, with the 
exception of dome few hundred tons, fron» 
Dec. 15th CO 22nd. That windrowed on 
Dec. 15th and 16th apparently yielded the 
full average of 158 to 160 pounds of Y. 0. 
it was giving when the freeze of Dec. 15th oc- 
curred. 

Not 3 per cent of the total cane acreage 
of the west bank of Plaquemine parish Ivas 
windrowed before Dec. 15th. 

The diminution or damage caused by the 
freeze of Dec. I5th-22nd in the crop ob- 
served specially, chiefly in thfe falling off of 
the standing cane, reduced the average yield* 
of sugar from 158 pounds Y. C. per ton ob-, 
tained from 50,088 tons handled up to Dec. 
^th to 153.8 pounds same sugar for the 
total crop finished Jan. 5th. 

xae effect of frost does not seem to show 
as considerable variation in the yield of 
string sugars except to largely increase the 
proportion treated. Such products being, up- 
to-date, only a little more than half worked 
off, do not enter at all in above computations. 

The above roughly approximated results 
seem to demonstrate that there is an advan- 
tage in windrowing frozen cane when we 
have such ^~eal conditions for *'eold stor- 
age" as frozen cane, frozen ground, and 
seven continuous days of cold and clear 
weather to save it against -ae probable suc- 
ceeding risks of warm days, morning fogs 
and flooding southerly rains. "G." 



Lafayetfe. 

The Lafayette Sugar Refining Company 
closed a few days ago after a most successful 
season. Considering that so much cane has 
been lost elsewhere, it is certainly to the 
credit of this company that it has been able 
to fulfill all its contracts before the disas- 
trous freeze. The farmers who sold their 
cane to the Lafayette refinery are no doubt 
aware of their good fortune. 

It should not be overlooked by the people 
of this section that the Lafayette refinery 
does not raise a stalk of cane, but depends 
exclusively upon the small cane-^rowers to 
feed its mill. In this way a large number 
of farmers are afforded a ready market for 
their products, and as the capacity of the 
mill is very large farmers are enabled to 
take advantage of the favorable weather in 
the earlier part of the season. 

We believe that this refinery is one of 
the few refineries — if not, the only one in 
the state — which saved all its cane. — Gazette, 
Jan. 4. 



was very reasonable hope of being able to 
increase the sugar contents of cane, and 
eventually of placing within reach of the 
planter canes that will not only yield forty 
to fifty per cent more sugar than at present, 
but will also. If placed under suitable con- 
ditions, withstand to a considerable extent 
the attacks of disease. A large number of 
sugar canes have been raised from seed in 
the British West Indies, and it is stated that 
the famous seedling B. 174, has given < in 
Barbados results 40 per cent to 50 per cent 
better than white transparent; while D. 145, 
a Demerara seedling, was thirty per cent 
more productive than Bourbon. Should 
these varieties continue to give such excel- 
lent results ovrer a period of years, they will 
prove a most valuable acquisition to sugar 
planters.—lfocfcay Standard, Dec. 2. 



Plantation and Sus^ar Factory For 

5ale. 

Elsewhere in this^ssue will be found an 
advertisement offering for sale the Ashton 
plantation and central factory, together with 
the Hahnville & Boutte Railroad. ' The own- 
er of this magnificent property is about to 
retire from business and hence he offers his 
sugar plantation for sale and a purchaser 
should be readily found. The Ashton mill 
is one of the largest, if not the largest, in 
the state, and the entire sugar house equip- 
ment is first class in every respect. The 
plantation itself is a splendid piece of prop- 
erty and altogether the announcement is 
one of great interest to all those who are 
on the lookout for high grade sugar ma- 
chinery or excellent sugar land. The ma- 
chinery will be sold separate from the plan- 
tation if necessary and can be removed and 
set up elsewhere. Apply Hoom No. 1010 Hen- 
nen building, New Orleans. 



Personal. 



Sugar Content of Cane. 

Addressing the sugar planters in the 
British West Indies, the Imperial Agricul- 
tural Commissioner, Dr. Morris, said there 



Mr. E. P. Putnam, one of the leading men 
connected with the sugar industry of south- 
west Louisiana, was at the Commercial 
hotel a few days ago. 

Mr. S. M. Malhiot, of the firm of Hero & 
Malhiot, proprietors of the Oakley planta- 
tion of Avoca, La., came up to the city to 
attend to some matters of business and made 
his headquarters at the Commercial hotel. 
He was accompanied by his family. 

Col. John R. Gheens, of the Golden Ranch 
plantation in Lafourche parish, came to the 
city on Sunday for the first time in a long 
while. We are glad to note that Col. Gheens 
has now gotten safely through with his 
campaign and is able once more to mingle 
with his many city friends. Mr. C. W. 
Gheens was also at the St. Charles hotel 
at the same time. 

Mr. M. Cambon, who has for years been 
identified with the sugar planting interests 
of Terrebonne parish, was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago and stopped at the 
Commercial hotel. 

Capt. John N. Pharr, proprietor of the 
Glenwild and Fairview plantations on Bayou 
Teche, came up to the city during the past 
week and made his headquarters at the St 
Charles hotel. 

Gen. W. J. Behan, of the Alhambra plan- 
tation in the parish of Iberville, was a 
Wednesday guest of the St. Charles hotel 
which is his customary stopping place in 
New Orleans. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

( special corkbspondenci. ) 

Beblin, Dec. 21, 1901. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been'all the week through 
moderately cold and dry and therefore it 
gave entire satisfaction to the sugar manu- 
facturers, only at tne very close the tem- 
perature rose above freezing point, causing 
apprehensions that the mild and damp 
weather might return. True,, the number of 
factories still at ^ork are diminishing every 
day, but there is still a whole lot of beets 
to be treated, and it must be wished, there- 
fore, that the seasonable weather we had 
last week may keep on for some time longer 

«to come. It must be admitted that the 
weather, adverse as it has been all the time, 
has done no notable harm, the yield at the 
end of November having turned out to be 
exactly as high as at the end of October 
as compared with last year, that is to say, 
the difference against the latter, which 
amounted to 0.31 per cent less, has remained 
the same, which, however, will be hardly 
the case if the bad weather should set in 
again. In regard to the weather there has 

< been last week no marked difference be- 
tween .this country and the other beet grow- 
ing sections of Europe, and even if the 
climatic circumstances would now be of 
deleterious influence on the pitted beets a 
gigantic overproduction is insured, partly on 
account of the increased area, p&rtly be- 
cause of the abundant beet crop which has 
been gathered in this autumn and which is 
now a drug on the market. 

Indeed the reduction of beet sowing next 
year is at present the question which stands 
in the foreground of the discussions on the 
present critical, or rather precarious, situa- 
tion. There is hardly any remedy besides. 
The Brussels conference now in session is 
also thought of in that direction. This idea 
that the abolition or curtailing of the boun- 
ties would exercise a restricting influence on 
production, may be not unfounded, but no 
sensible person will be inclined to believe 
that any measure can be taken in order to 
set things right for next campaign; there 
is nothing but voluntary reduction which 
can help, but it must not be restricted to 
Germany alone. There is no doubt Germany 
is the flrst sugar producer in the world, 
^nd an important decrease of her outturn 
would not remain without effect on the 
market, but in order to re-establish the 
equilibrium between supply and demand it 
is necessary that the other beet sugar coun- 
tries also take part in the restricting move- 
ment. The worst, however, is that the coun- 
tries in general and also the individual fac- 
tories are aistrusting their neighbors and, as 
a matter Oj. course, nobody will take the chest- 
nuts out of the flre for somebody else, so 
that the reduction of sowings recognized as 
necessary in theory will meet with many ob- 
stacles in practice, and considerations of this 



kind make the future very uncertain, the 
more so as the unhappy contingent law of 
Germany is adverse to any restriction. 

The Roumanian sugar industry, heavily 
subsidized by the government, has, within 
a short space of time, reached an importance 
which, by far, surpasses the requirements of 
the country, for whilst up to the campaign 
of 1899 only 3 factories existed, turning out 
about 16,000 tons, the number of factories 
has doubled in 1900-1901, and the produc- 
tion has ^rown to 23,600 tons. This is in 
itself truly not very much, but it is too 
much for the country whose consumption 
amounts only to 15,500 tons, the per capita 
consumption being only 3 kilograms. Na- 
turally the surplus must be exported. But 
it must be borne in mind that the Rou- 
manian government pays an encouraging 
bounty of 16 francs per 100 kilograms and 
this comparatively large sum would, when 
paid on sugar exported, cause a large drain- 
ing of the Roumanian treasury, the more so 
as the sugar produced in Roumania is, for 
15 years, free of taxes. The sugar manu- 
facturers on the other hand pocket the im- 
port duty so that even without the above 
named subsidy the situation of the Rou- 
manian sugar industry would appear to 
many countries quite enviable. It is, how- 
ever, a well-known fact that the finances of 
Roumania are not in a condition to be able 
to stand such a heavy expenditure for the 
sake of her sugar industry, and, with due 
regard to this situation, the government has 
submitted a bill to the chamber providing 
that sugar exported shall pay an export 
duty of francs 16 per 100 kilograms, and, 
according to latest advices, the bill has 
passed already the lower chamber. The 
measure if carried out should bring the 
somewhat rapid growth of the Roumanian 
sugar industry to at least a temporary stand- 
still, but the benefits granted to the sugar 
growers of the country are still very im- 
portant, and, in the face of the cheapness 
of cereals, it is rather likely that sugar mak- 
ing will continue to be resorted to as a rem- 
edy to tne present precarious position oi 
the farming interests. 

In Germany they are on the lookout for 
means to help the latter also as much as 
possible. Recently they hit on the slicing 
of potatoes' and drying them, the dried cut- 
tings then to be mixed with molasses, which, 
according to experiments made on several 
estates, has proved to be an excellent fodder 
for the cattle, especially as a substitute for 
the many feeding articles imported from 
foreign countries. There are many factories 
where the beet slices are dried by a special 
apparatus and this could then be used also 
for the drying or the sliced potatoes. 

Of the markets I had really better 
not speak at all. By the publication of the 
raised estimates they have become quite un- 
settled, not to say demoralized, and the situa- 
tion is the more hopeless as a number of 
fabricants are offering already delivery next 



campaign. It is hard to say what the final 
result will be, for it seems that the lowest 
point has not been jeached yet. Last quota- 
tions are for actual S8 per cent sugar at 
Magdeburg, M. 7.70—7.85, and delivery De- 
cember is worth M. 6^76, whilst refined are 
unchanged. Robert Hennig. 

Havana. 

(special c0bee8p0ndbncb.) 

Havana, Dec. 29, 1901. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market-^Ovring to the continuous 
downfall of prices for beet sugar in London 
and refined in the United States, much quiet- 
ness has prevailed in this market and as the 
average price paid during the week in New 
York, for centrifugal of 96 test, is equiva- 
lent to 1.75 cents per pound, no sale could be 
which range much below the manufacturing 
which ranges much below the manufacturing 
cost; accordingly, quotations close to-day al- 
together nominal, but It is likely that as 
soon aj3 a larger number of plantations get 
under way, in order to avert the excessive 
agglomeration of stocks, planters will de- 
termine to dispose of their sugars at what- 
ever may be the ruling price at the time. 

Weather and Crop Reports — It has rained 
a little at several places, and somewhat more 
copiously in the provinces of Matanzas and 
Santa Clara; warm weather during the day 
having prevailed instead of tne cool weather 
of the past few weeks, the condition of the 
cane, es^clally that of the younger, has 
been improved to a further extent and some 
planters availed themselves of the moisture 
in the soil to resume labor in the fields, but 
very little headway in this manner was 
gained, since the majority of planters and 
cane growers bestowed most of their atten- 
tion upon cane cutting and the last prepara- 
tions for grinding, which, as soon as the 
New Year holiday be over, will become gen- 
eral throughout the island, in consequence 
of the rapidity with which the cane is ripen- 
ing. 

Plantations ''San Jose" and "San Augus- 
tin," at Calbarien, which have been idle 
since the commencement of the insurrection, 
seven years ago, resumed grinding this year 
and are expected to take oft a good crop; 
factories Reforma" and "Adela," in the 
same district, are likely getting ready to 
commence grinding at an early date and to 
the number of those that are already under 
way, the following must be added: "Merce- 
dita," at Helena del Sur; "Fajardo," at 
Gabriel; "Aguedita," at Cardenas; "Nueva 
Paz," at Los Palos; "Santa Rita," at Baro; 
"Nombre de Dios," at Guines; **San An- 
tonio," at Madruga; "Amistad," at Guines; 
"Toledo," at Marianao; "Triumvirato," at 
Matanzas; the number of plantations that 
are already grinding ranges between 50 and 
60. 

First Mishap — On the morning of the 24th 
inst. the cane juice pump of plantation **San- 
ta Rita," at Baro, exploded and seriouflly 
wounded one of the workmen of same, this 
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being the first accident reported since grind- 
ing has been inaugurated. 

"San Francisco*' Sugar Plant — It is an- 
nounced that this new .plantation that is 
being erected at Guayabal. by an American 
syndicate, will be ready to start grinding 
at the commencement of February. It is 
also stated that the grinding capacity of 
said plantation will range between one and 
two thousand tons of cane per day and that 
the total cost o'f same amounts to $1,000,000. 

The president of the company is Mr. J. 
Creigh, of New York; Messrs. Milliken Bros., 
of the same city, have erected the building 
and the machinery is being put up by the 
Newhall Engineering Company, of this city. 

New Sugar Region — It is expected that the 
construction of the Central Railway will 
tend to develop the sugar industry in the 
province of Porto Principe, that possesses 
a large area of good sugar land which it 
has heretofore been impossible to put under 
culture, owing to the lack of means of com- 
munication and whose proprietors are now 
anxious to oring them to advantage, con- 
verting into cane fields the large extent of 
ground, the greater part of which is as yet 
covered with woods and the smaller one 
devoted to cattle grazing, which has been 
for many years past the leading business of 
the inhabitants of said province. T. D. 



Havana. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Havana, Jan. 4, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — The same quiet demand 
previously reported continues to prevail and 
no sign of improvement is perceptible at 
the commencement of the new year; it must 
also be said that the proprietors of new 
sugars show no hurry to sell, as they are 
confident that reduction will soon be made 
in duties on Cuban proceeds in the United 
States, but if said reduction were postponed 
until February, no doubt could be entertain- 
ed as to the bringing forward of the great- 
er part of the stored stocks; several specula- 
tors who succeeded in disposing of their 
stocks of old sugars, immediately replaced 
them with new ones to be delivered further 
on which evinces the confidence they en- 
tertain regarding the future course of the 
market. 

According to Messrs. Czarnikow, Mac- 
Dougall & Co., the well-known sugar brokers 
and importers of New York, whatever re- 
duction is made in duties, will be for the 
exclusive benefit of the Cuban producer and 
planter and will not be shared by the United 
States refiners, until the production of the 
island attains such large proportions that 
sugars liable to high duties will be alto- 
gether expelled from the United States mar- 
ket. 

Sales above referred to are the follow- 
ing: 

5,000 bags centrifugals, old sugars, 92 to 
98 test, at from 1.60 to 1.70 cents per pound. 

10,960 bags centrifugals, new sugars, 95 to 



951/^ test, at from 1.75 to 1.90 cents per 
pound. V 

At which prices the market cloaes very 
quiet and weak. 

It is rather diflBcult, in ^ite of the weak 
condition of the market, to purchase any 
sugar to-day» as holders are generally re- 
luctant to accept ruling prices, in view of 
the expected reduction in duties, and it has 
been reported that several planters have 
made, with some bankers, special arrange- 
ments which will allow them to hold their 
sugars back until February next 

Weather and Crop Reports — Water was 
generally wanted, since it had rained but 
sparingly and in few localities only, chiefly 
in the eastern part of the island, during the 
last weeks of the past month; but since the 
1st Inst copious showers have fallen almost 
^ daily and considerably benefited the cane 
fields, although on the other part, the rainy 
weather has interfered to a certain extent 
with the crop operations, on account of the 
increased difficulties it has caused for haul- 
ing the cane to the mills, for which reason 
receipts of sugars at the shipping ports are 
not so large as they ought to be in propor- 
tion to the number of plantations that are 
grinding at the present moment 

In the greater part of the sugar produc- 
ing region, planters have availed themselves 
of the propitious prevailing weather to re- 
sume labor in their fields, whose condition 
to-day is as good as might be desired, ex- 
cepting only a few localities in the province 
of Havana and that of Matanzas. where the 
younger cane is somewhat backward on ac- 
count of the lack of moisture during the 
last two months of the past year. 

The owners of all the plantations that are 
grinding are highly pleased at the good re- 
sults afforded in the sugar house by the cane, 
whose Jufce, besides being abundant and 
pure, contains a quantity of sugar that is 
considered rather high for the season, ow- 
ing to me persistent dry and cool weather 
that has prevailed during the last six weeks. 

The majority of planters whose factories 
are now grinding are operating them en- 
ticed by the hope that the sugar they are 
manufacturing will enjoy the benefit of a 
reduction in duties in the United Stafes; 
but were said reduction to be postponed 
later than February next, most of the plan- 
tations that are at work at present and many 
of those that are to start hereafter, would 
be compelled to extinguish their fires, and 
dismiss all their hands, since the ruling 
prices fail by ^4 or i^ of a cent, to cover 
the manufacturing cost. On this ^count a 
certain number of planters, particularly at 
Cienfuegos, will not commence grinding so 
soon as anticipated and will aelay their 
getting under way as long as they possibly 
can in order to wait for the expected change 
in duties. T. D. 



Demerara. 

Gex)bgetown, Dec. 19, 1901. 
(special corrbspondbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

'ihe weather conditions continue favor- 
able for reaping; the juice does not show 
much improvement, but quantity of canes 
mak«s up for quality. Fully an average 



crop will be made. Some estates will have 
to continue grinding during the early part 
of January. We have had some heavy 
rains during the fortnight with hot, sunny 
days. Just the weather to force tne young 
canes and cultivation for May and June looks 
very promising. 

The known sales for the fortnight amount 
to about 8,000 tons at from $1.91 to $1.92, in- 
cluding stored sugars and the Roddam's car- 
go; laere is yet some sugar stored and held, 
besides 5,000 to 10,000 tons still to be offered 
before the close of the year. 

WitTING & RiCHTER. 



Demerara. 

Showers fell during the fortnight suffi- 
cient for the requirements of cultivation, 
and the weather may be looked upon as 
quite favorable. The Juice has not Improved, 
the average being 1^ pounds cane sugar per 
gallon. On a number of estates the canes 
being reaped are found to be rather serious- 
ly attacked by fungus. Some of the seed- 
lings recently reaped have given satisfac- 
tory returns, but others, owing to the pover- 
ty of the Juice, the difficulty of milling, and 
the poor quality of the megass as fuel, have 
been altogether disappointing. The young 
cultivation Is making satisfactory progress, 
and the work of supplying and ret)lanting 
is well advanced. The canes due for reap- 
ing during the first six months of 1902 are 
more advanced and promising than they 
have been for some years past. 

There Is at present a demand for labor, 
and many estates are hampered In reaping 
operations, owing to the scarcity of cane- 
cutters. 

Sugar has been sold during the fortnight; 
at $1.92 per 100 pounds and remains at that 
price as, owing to the failure of cable com- 
munication, no advices from abroad are be- 
ing received. There is still a quantity of 
sugar to be disposed of, and a few estates 
will not finish grinding operations till well 
into January. 

Rum Is slightly advanced; the average 
value Is now about 1.1 per gallon In London. 
Argosy y Dec. 18. 



5anto Domingo. 

AzuA, Dec. 18, 1901. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCK.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter:, 

Considering the weather and the fine ap- 
pearance of the cane the indications are that 
we are about to begin a campaign which 
will be a record breaker. Santo Domingo 
has received more than her quota of rain this 
entire year, the rainy season having con- 
tinued up even to the present writing, where- 
as it is usually over by the first or the mid- 
dle of November. The rainfall for the en- 
tire year up to this date has been 65.27 
inches, as against 62.37 for the correspond- 
ing time of last year, this at the capital 
city, with rather more at Macorls and the 
east end of the Island, while toward the 
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west at Asua it has been some less. Thus 
it will be seen that the precipitation l^ts 
really been but little more than last year^ 
yet it has been distributed over a greater 
length of rainy season, giving us 14.11 
finches in July and 8,23 inches of water in 
September. 

The cane is looking very nice indeed, the 
broad green leaves on a stalk of good length 
inciicating plenty of moisture and a deep, 
rich soil. But this freshness of stalk does 
not indicate an early maturity of cane and 
may cause some trouble to the early be- 
ginner. 

The weather has been rather cool for this 
climate and it is quite evident that warmer 
sunshine and more of it is necessary to 
put the cane in proper condition for easy 
work and a good content of sugar. 

As yet only three estates have begun grind- 
ing. The Quisqueya being the nrst to com- 
mence started h^r mills on the twenty- 
eighth of last month, while the second place 
to begin was the Cristobal Colon which turn- 
ed out its first sugar on the tenth of the 
present month, and was soon followed by 
the Central Ansonia of the District of Azua. 
The Porvlnir began yesterday, while the big 
Consuella will not start up before January 
17th, at which date, no doubt, all the fac- 
tories on the island will be under way. 

The steamship New York, sailing from 
Macoris, December 2nd, carried to the States 
the first Santo Domingan, sugar of the sea- 
son, being 700 bags from the Quisqueya and 
consigned to New York parties, while the 
second cargo of 5,000 bags is now on the way 
to the same port carried by the steamship 
Seminole. The Clyde bteamship Company 
has seen fit to add another ship to this line 
and, when all our mills are under way, it is 
expected the line will be taxed to the ut- 
most to keep the warehouses cleared. 

The present uncommonly low price of su- 
gar has dampened the ardor of the plant- 
ers here as well as elsewhere, yet it will, in 
no way, diminish the output, for it is ap- 
parently the intention of every planter to 
grind all his cane which is in proper con- 
dition. 

Almost all of the last crop has ere this 
been shipped to the States except a few 
hundred bags now in tne warehouses, which 
was held for the home market. While in 
Santo Domingo City recently your corre- 
spondent noted a shipment of 200 bags from 
that place to Puerto Plata, the condition 
of which was very bad from its lying seven 
months In the warehouses, which is only 
another evidence of the fact that we must 
make sugar of a good polarization if it is 
to be held some time before selling. 

E. L. C. 



Hawaii. 

(special cobbespondbnce.) 

Honolulu, Dec. 25, 1901. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Rains on Maui and Lahu have been fre- 
quent for the past week but not to such an 



extent as to interfere with the 'sugar harvest. 
Mills on all the islands are starting to grind ' 
and the unusually large crop is being slowly 
ground. 

Many of the plantations are hurrying the 
loading of ships in order to get their cane 
out of the territory before the first of the 
year. Under the local law all sugar on 
hand January 1st is taxable for the current 
year, and by shipping the product before the 
end of the present year, the extra taxation 
is evaded. The non-arrival of the sugar 
fieet delayed this to some extent, but the ves- 
sels which were delayed by storm and wind 
are beginning to show up, and are loaded as 
fast as possible. 

The planters are very much worried just 
now over the fate of the land bill introduced 
by Delegate Wilcox in Congress, which ex- 
tends to this territory in modified form the . 
homestead laws of the United States. If 
the law is passed some of the plantations 
having under cultivation land leased from 
the government, are likely to be -abandoned, 
as, under the new law, the leases could not 
be renewed. Two of the smaller planta- 
tions on Maui have already been given up 
because of the fear that they would lose the 
government acreage on the expiration of 
the present lease. Some of the plantations 
have large gover^ment holdings, and their 
fear of the proposed land legislation is evi- 
denced by a tendency to make no permanent 
improvement on such lands. People here 
are advocating no action by Congress rela- 
tive to land legislation, until after an in- 
vestigation of a commission appointed for 
the purpose. 

Now it is reported that thousands of 
Japanese laborers are to come to the islands 
within the next year. It is said that an 
average o£ five hundred Japs a month are 
being landed in Honolulu by the steamship 
companies, though nearly half that number 
depart from these shores every month. Most 
of these immigrants bring their families 
along, and evidently come to stay. 

The local stock market still remains 
steady, and few sugar shares are sold, 
though there is considerable demand for 
some of the stocks. One queer feature of the 
local stock market is that it is five or six 
points higher than the same stock in San 
Francisco. There are lots of big orders out 
for stock in Honolulu, but no sellers. 

The affairs of the Kamalo Sugar Company 
which have oeen in the courts for the past 
year or more, are being slowly straightened 
out. The creditors wno have been clamor- 
ing for payment lately, have agreed to give 
the directors a chance to recover and make a 
payment. It was decided to turn over to 
the Worthington Pump Company the big 
pump which had been purchased by the Ka- 
malo Company, the sellers agreeing to re- 
linquish the amount ot $13,000 still due them 
upon the return of the pump. There had 
already been paid $12,000 on tne pump which 
is a total loss. 



The plantations continue making contracts 
for direct shipment of their product and a 
return of merchandise. The Makee Sugar 
Company, of Kauaui, has made a contract 
with the Globe Navigation Company to car- 
ry fourteen thousand tons of sugar annual- 
ly for the term of five years and at a con- 
siderable saving to the sugar company which 
formerly shipped all its sugar through Hono- 
lulu. The Hawaiian-American Steamship 
Company has also inaugurated a new ser- 
vice which will take away another large 
block of sugar shipments from the local 
merchants. The Hyades will start the run 
with a monthly service, to be followed by 
two five thousand ton steamers which are 
now building. 

An appeal is to be taken to the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals at San Francisco 
from the verdict of a Jury which' declared 
their sugar lands to be worth but $76 per 
acre. The second of the Pearl Harbor cases 
is now on trial, that of the Honolulu Plan- 
tation Company, which holds a thirty year 
lease on the land owned by the Bishop es- 
tate whicn the jury declared was worth but 
$52,700. The value of this lease is now to be 
determined. Kjlka. 



BarlMidos. 

December has kept its promise ^ell, yield- 
ing us to date in our aistrict about four 
inches and fifty parts which may be taken 
as the average general rainfall. These rains 
came at the nick of vime to restore the 
growth which November with its partial 
showers but general make-believe of rain — 
all too fiimsy for general use — ^had consider- 
ably checked, while its forcing suns en- 
couraged a tendency to too early ripening, 
but the influence of the December rains has 
been to keep the canes green and growing 
and to bring on the undersnoots and so 
thicken the stools with an undergrowth of 
sugar-jointed cane instead of mere leaf fit 
only for fodder. These late rains have es- 
pecially benefited the ratoons which are 
taking advantage of the juicy weather to 
put on a little more much-needed cane, for, 
indeed, the great all-round need of the ripen- 
ing crop, whether ratoons or plant canes, is 
more length and fulness of canes before 
yielding to the bill; with a continuance of 
the genial weather to maintain their func-^ 
tion for a few weeks longer the green leaves 
will be sure to plump the cells all the more 
with sweeter and purer juice. Planting has 
been so expeditiously performed this year 
that Christmas finds two growing crops side 
by side. The young crop is well in evidence, 
and more advanced tnan has been witnessed 
for many a year. The question of late and 
early planting has always been keenly de- 
bated by planters, but the more frequent use 
of pieces of cane for plant has decided the 
question fn favor of early, for when the 
cane is older and sweeter it does not grow so 
readily; but when top plants are used, veter- 
an planters, grown grey in experience, say 
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that December Is the best month. Experi- 
ment too, as well as experience, seems to 
indicate that aC is better not to plant white 
transparent too early; at all events the ques- 
tion of late or early has been put to a very 
practical test this ^ar under the most favor- 
able weather conditions for planting in. 

White transparent will form the bulk of 
the young crop, and It is very pleasing to see 
that the planters' choice of this strong cane 
has been endorsed by experiment. 

The Imperial Department of Agriculture 
has just published a ''summary of the re- 
sults of the cultivation of seedling and other 
canes at tne EiXperlment Stations at Barba- 
dos 1901." (Pamphlet No. 18.^ This little 
pamphlet is full of information practical 
and statistical and concisely put so that the 
busy planter might comprehend at a glance 
all that experiment can teach him about 
selected seedlings and other canes in Bar- 
bados, grown unc^er the orddnary conditions 
existing upon tne estates where they were 
cultivated. And as these experiments were 
conducted on eleven estates situated in dif- 
ferent typical localities in the black and red 
soils the results obtained seem to indicate 
very accurately the behavior to be expected 
from our most prominent varieties under 
the varying conditions of practical agricul- 
ture. Two canes stand out prominently in 
this list the white transparent and B 208. 
The latter stands first in order of yield so 
far as these experiments are concerned, but 
white transparent is more than a good sec- 
ond, the comparative yield of sacdiarose per 
acre in all soils for B. 208 is 7,330» and for 
white transparent 7,176, but in the black 
soils, its natural habitat, white transparent 
is facile prinoeps. 

Highest yield pounds saccharose per acre: 
White transparent, 12,523; B. 208, 11,298. In 
the red soils B. 208 gets its saccharose pull 
on white transparent with highest yield In 
pounds per acre of 8,336 to white transpar- 
ent 5,997. Q. 208 is undoubtedly a good red 
soil cane, germinating freely, with good 
habit, rich, pure juice,, and good ratoonlng 
power, and is no doubt a very worthy auxil- 
llary to our trusty white transparent which, 
as these experiments indirectly prove, has 
for years sustained our agriculture without 
a rival in the field, B. 208 being but a promis- 
ing infant of very recent birth, the new seed- 
ling will be sure to receive recognition ac- 
cording to its deserts; and if it sustains the 
reputation given to it by its sponsors, will 
find plenty of field room. 

It is a pity that such a costly crop, brought 
to perfection through long months of anxiety 
and difficulty, should be so completely at the 
mercy of the incendiary. The merest child 
in wanton mischief can apply the match to 
the dry and falling leaves, and the crackling 
blaze may spread for miles, in a few hours 
destroying a season's hopes. One would think 
that a population dependent on sugar-cane 
I for its very existence would be eager to pre- 
I servA and defend that by which it lives, and 



be wroth at its senseless destruction; but it 
is quite the contrary. Cane fires are ex- 
pected as a matter of consequence, and fire 
too often answers fire with a systematic 
regularity which is very disquieting to those 
whose money, invested in the growing crop, 
is at the mercy of a match. Year after year 
this senseless and wanton destruction of 
the ripening crop goes on, and the foe with- 
in is worse than tne foe without. Already, 
even at this early time, cane fires have been 
all too frequent, and would have been more 
so, had it not been for the protection of the 
December rains, but frequent enough to show 
that the fire devil is alert, and is only wait- 
ing for dry, dark nights to set the leaves 
aglow. — Reporter^ Dec, 21. 

Export Bounties on Sus^ar Produced 
in tiie Netherlands. 

(Circular No. 106.) 
Tbeasuby Depabtment, Dec. 17, 1901. 
To Officers of the customs and others con- 
cerned: 

In pursuance Of the provisions of section ' 
5 of the act of July 24, 1897, the following 
net amounts of the bounties paid or bestowed 
by the government of the Netherlands on 
the export of sugars produced in that coun- 
try are hereby declared for the assessment 
and liquidation of additional duties: 

1. On raw sugar produced from beet 
roots, 1.38 florins per 100 kilograms of hard 
reflned. (The output of refined sugar from 
raw is computed by deducting from the pola- 
rization of the raw sugar twice the glucose, 
four times the ashes, and 1% per cent for 
loss in refining.) 

1. On sugar refined from beet-root raw 
sugar produced in the Netherlands, 1.57 
fiorins per 100 kilograms. 

3. On , sug^r refined f rmn imt>orted raw 
sugar, .19 florin per iOO kilograms, in addi- 
tion to bounty, if any., ftUoFficl Pn. thfl raw. 
sugar by the country of production. 

The liquidation, of entries covering sugars 
produced in the Netherlands after Septemr 
ber 1, 1901, may be Suspended at the request 
of the importers until the next ascertain- 
ment and declaration under the provisions 
of said section 5, and the additional duties on 
such suspended entries be estimated on the 
basis of the bounties herein specified. 

L. J. Gage, Secretary. 



Mr. Qien's Plan for Helping Cuta. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Supplemental to my communication pub- 
lished in your issue of December 28th, 1901, 
with reierence to the proposed Cuban sugar 
duty, in which I suggested admitting Cuban 
sugar to th^ amount of not exceeding one- 
half part of our importations of foreign su- 
gars for txie preceding year at one-half pres- 
ent rates, divided into equal monthly ship- 
ments in order to prevent fluctuations in 
prices at any one period of the year: 

Of course it is to be understood that this 
limit in the amount is oniy to apply to the 
half rate dutiable sugar, that all in excess 
of said monthly quota is to be paid at the 
full present rates and taat as fast as the 
domestic sugar supply increased and foreign 
importations decreafied, the Cuban quota 
would decrease in the same proportion, to be 



at no time more than half of our said im- 
portations of foreign sugar at the reduced 
half rate of duty. 

Oebbit Smith Glen, 
51 West 39th street. 
New York, December 31, 1901. 



A School for Practical Sugar House 
Men. 

As will be seen in another column of the 
Louisiana Planter, Mr. R. E. Grevenberg, 
of 1523 Marigny street, has organized a su- 
gar masters' school, the next term begin- 
ning February 15, 1902, with a course of 
three and a half months duration. In his 
prospectus for this school, Mr. Grevenberg 
states that during the last two years he has 
had a number of parties, sugar makers and 
other sugar house men, come to hipi for 
instruction in practical sugar house work, 
which has led to the organization of this 
school, which makes no claim to educate 
men generally or technically, but it is to- 
facilitate those who have had some experi- 
ence in acquiring additional practical and 
theoretical knowledge and to perfect them 
more nearly in the sugar house work they 
desire to undertake. Mr. Grevenberg refers 
to the fact that employers are in search 
not only of skilled, but better informed and 
educated employes, and part of his business 
will be to endeavor to procure positions for 
those among his pupils wno give evidence 
of ability. 

All those interested would do well to 
write to Mr. Grevenberg concerning his ven- 
ture, which, we trust, will be a pronounced 
success. 



Trade Notes. 



Messrs. Kracke d Flanders, whose adver- 
tisement appears on the front cover of the 
Planter, have sent us the following letter 
which speaks for itself. These gentleman 
are the agents here for the goods referred 
to and would.be pleased to answer all in- 
quiries concerning same. 

FoBEST, Miss., Dec.. 11, 1901. 
The Forest Warehouse Company, 
Forest, Miss. ^ 

Gfentlenienl W6, the Natiohal Paint & 
Varnish Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, are 
pleased to submit the following proposition 
to you. 

We propose to ship you enougl^ of our 
Graphite Elastic paint to cover one-half of 
your warehouse upon the following condi- 
tions: 

Viz., you . are to secure from any other 
paint manufacturer a like quantity of paint 
of their make upon conditions set forth 
hereafter, and apply each upon instructions 
of manufacturer. 

We agree to submit to a test of time, to 
allow our paint to stand until either our 
paint or the paint furnished by the other 
party exposes the metal surface, or in plain- 
er words, until one or the other paint falls 
to accomplish the purposes intended. 

The manufacturer of the paint that gives 
way first is to loose the cost of his paint, 
pay for the paint used of the other make, 
and in addition furnish enough of the suc- 
cessful paint to repaint the entire building 
two coats. 

The party (manufacturer of paint) accept- 
ing this proposition is to accept it upon the 
same conditions in every respect, and the 
Forest Warehouse Company is to be surety 
for the loosing to the successful competitor, 
and the account to bear interest at 6 per 
cent from the date of invoice. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The National Paint & Varnish Co. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Beet Su^ar Notes. 

The Oxnard Company have been notified 
by the committee at Lamar, Colo., that the 
requisite 5,000^ acres of beets have been sub- 



for the coming Irrigating season i^re very 
bright, as It Is stated that the snow is al- 
ready four feet deep above timber line on 
the Medicine Row range and two feet deep 
In the timber, while In the foot hills It is 
one foot deep. There are still 1,600 acres 
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The employes of the Utah Sugar Com- 
pany's factory, at Lehl, have recently been 
to Inspect the beet sugar factories at Ogden 
and Logan, Utah. 



The Salt Lake City Tribune recently re- 
ceived a check which had -been Issued by the 
Utah Sugar Company to A. C. Larson on 
November 15, 1901, which was for six cents. 
It is said that this amount represents Mr. 
Larson's profit on his beet crop after all ex- 
penses were paid. The check was sold for 
11.00. 



The Alma, Mich., beet sugar factory paid 
out 1107,000 to farmers for the December 
beet deliveries. One shipper to the Alma 
factory, F. Hlnze, of Caledonia, realized |5.96 
per ton on his crop, which tested 16.4 per 
cent sucrose. 



The Michigan Chemical Company Inaugu- 
ri^ed a new industry in the United States 
on the night of December 28, in starting 
their plant for the manufacture of alcohol 
from. beet molasses. The process of manu- 
facture is said to be secret, and no visitors 
are permitted at the factory. It is said that 
the reason of this secrecy is that much of the 
apparatus used in this plant is new, or im- 
proved^ and the patents that have been ap- 
plied for by the inventor, have not yet been 
secured. There' are four other plants utilis- 
ing beet residue for the manufacture of alco- 
hol, all four being situated abroad, two be- 
ing in Austria, one in Belgium and one in 
France, but it is stated that none of these 
has the improved machinery in use at Bay 
City. The alcohol manufactured by this 
Michigan factory will range from 188 to 190 
proof and it is said will pay a license of |2 
per gallon. The plant has on hand now 
more than a million gallons of molasses to 
work up. 



The Michigan Sugar Company is storing 
its sugars, awaiting higher prices. The Hol- 
land bugar Company, of Holland, Mich., is 
also refusing to sell except to old customers, 
and will hold its sugars for a better mar- 
ket. 



The Holland factory has this season al- 
ready made 5,000,000 pounds of sugar and 
anticipates turning out an additional mil- 
lion pounds before closing down, which will 
make this year's output about double that 
of last year's. 

The Peninsular Sugar Company at a re- 
cent meeting decided to declare a stock 
dividend of the 10,000 shares of capital stock 
remaining in the treasury. The entire capi- 
tal stock of the company is 50,000 shares, 
with a par value of |10 a share The com- 
pany's affairs are reported to be in excellent 
condition. 



The people of Payne, Ohio, are thinking of 
a beet sugar factory. 



A rousing beet sugar meeting was recently 
held at Ciintonville, Wis., at the City Hall, 
where a committee was chosen to saperin- 
tend the planting and cultivating of beets 
at that point and to endeavor to got a fac- 
tory for the town. 



Mr. James Davidson, who has given to 
the American Construction ft Supply Com- 
pany a contract to build a |600,000 beet su- 
gar factory at Dresden, Ontario, is a veteran 
ship builder, having been in that business 
for nearly fifty years. 
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Cane Stealing in Lafayette Parish. 

To the Editor of The Lafayette Gazette: 

The grinding season for cane is now about 
over. I finished shipping to-day, and wnilst 
the tonnage is satisfactory, it is the reverse 
as to the price received — nearly sixty cents 
I)er ton less than we received last year. 
Yet we have paid more for labor than In 
former years, which still brings us to a 
farther loss than last year, and as I made an 
average of twenty tons per acre it means a 
loss of fifteen dollars per acre to myself, and 
the same in proportion to all other cane- 
growers. The question now is how much 
more of this can we stand, and if there Is 
a remedy, and will the farmers apply it. 
In my opinion there is no success without 
organization. Through the cowardice or in- 
efficiency of, the law we are subject to an- 
other heavy loss that comes from the steal- 
age oif cane from the fields and in transit 
to market. Prom the time cane begins to 
ripen until the season closes there is a con- 
tinual loss from this stealage. We, that con- 
trol switches are entrusted by <he farmers 
and refiners to weigh their cane correctly, 
etc. To show you the extent of this steal- 
age in reports received from the refinery, the 
loss in weight on one car sometimes is from 
one to five thousand pounds. In your town 
negroes not only carry it off by the arm- 
fuls, but have been seen hauling it off in 
wagons. I write this to ask your assistance 
in helping to brjeak up this crime against a 
poor, tired and inert set of farmers, such 
as we are, that won't help or protect them- 
selves. Can we not go in a body before the 
Police Jury and ask them to pass an ordi- 
nance making it a misdemeanor punishable 
by fine and imprisonment to take cane from 
the fields or cars, and that any one seeing 
this stealage may report It and that the jus- 
tices and constables be asked to enforce the 
ordinance? If there is no law to cover this 
case then we must ask our representative 
to be elected ne^ct spring to work for legis- 
lation to this effect. Then, finally, if there 
can be no protection under the law, we are 
brought face to face with a serious proposi- 
tion, for self-preservation is a powerful fac- 
tor when men realize they have no protection 
save that which they themselves can en- 
force. This is an evil which can and ought 
to be remedied by law. 

With a hearty endorsement for much that 
you h&ve said and done during this closing 
year, and with best wishes for the coming 
new year, I am, yours truly, 

Fabmeb. 
Dec. 26, 1901. 

The Gazette is satisfied that "Farmer" 
does not exaggerate the extent of the loss 
caused to the cane-growers by the stealing 
of cane either In the field or in transit. It 
is a well-known fact that some people do 
not hesitate to help themselves from the 
fields and cane-cars and the abuse has grown 
to such proportions that the law applicable 
to it should be enforced. We understand 
that the taking of cane from the cars con- 



stitutes the crime of larceny and that there 
is a statute covering the other offense — that 
of taking the cane while in the fields. If 
these laws are permitted to be violated with 
impunity the farmers are" at the mercy of a 
large class of people who seem to think that 
sugar-cane is not entitled to the protection 
of the laws which regulate the right of prop- 
erty. We hope that by calling attention to 
this evil, '"Farmer** will secure for the cane 
growers the protection which they should 
receive at the hands of the authorities. — 
Lafayette Gazette. 



Sour Cane In Baton Rouge. 

A representative of the Truth visited the 
big plant of the Baton Rouge Sugar Com- 
pany late Saturday evening in - order to 
learn something relative to sour cane. This 
sugar plant beyond the lake is a big institu- 
tion and turns out tons of Sugar through 
diffusion process. This great cane reducer 
thunders away with a constancy that is mo- 
notonous. Great volumes of black smoke 
pour out of its huge stack and stretch away 
In wavy sections, like a mammoth black 
plume in the sky, a beckoning appeal to cap- 
ital, seeking profitable investment. 

President Webb, of the company, was very 
busy In the laboratory and could not be 
conveniently seen. However, through the 
courtesy of J. C. LeBlanc, a cane inspector 
connected with the company, the Truth man 
secured the Information he sought. Mr. Le- 
Blanc stated that a great deal of the cane 
was in an awful condition. He said that out 
of one lot received Saturday of thirty cars, 
there were but four cars of first-class cane. 
Some of the stalks were so limp that they 
could be tied into a knot. The juice could 
be tied into a knot. The juice could be 
be seen dripping down the sides of the cars, 
loaded with this frost bitten cane. Mr. Le- 
Blanc stated that whatever portion of the 
windrowed cane that was yet in the' field, 
and of that which is stcinding, could be 
saved and ground to advantage, If the farm- 
ers would recut it — that is, remove the tops 
of the stalks below the frost line of injury. 
The yield of the present year's crop, he said, 
was not nearly so good as that of last year, 
for some cause, which he did not pretend 
to analyze. If the planters go to work and 
"amputate" the injured portions from the 
injured stalks of cane yet in the fields, and 
send in only the good portions, the big mill 
may be thus enabled to continue its run for 
some time, otherwise It Is liable to close 
down ahy day. Mr. LeBlanc was suddenly 
called away and the lead pencil man wended 
his way back across the dyke, feeling that 
he had secured an item of Interest to those 
who are seeking after — Truth. 



Qeors^e Robbins on Pail Plowing for 
Rice. 

We, in conversation with Mr. Robbins a 
few days ago in regard to fall plowing, 
were very much interested as we are a 
lover of rice culture. Mr. Roboins, during 
the conversation, said: "I have been en- 



gaged in the culture of rice for several years 
and during this period have made several 
experiments, and in so doing, I find that my 
fall plowing is very profitable to me, fend, 
as I note that you are interested in this 
business, I will, if you have^ the time- to 
spare, tell you of my method of rice culture." 
We, knowing that Mr. Robbins has been 
very successful In the rice business, told 
him to go ahead. 

"As soon as I get my rice crop off I begin 
my fall plowing which is from two to three 
inches deep, which is sufficiently deep 
enough to turn all of the shattered rice from 
the late harvest near enough to the surface 
of the ground, that with the warm days and 
summer-like showers we have in this particu- 
lar section will cause this rice to Sprout and 
this you see is exactly what we farmers 
want. Then early in the spring I begin 
plowing this same land at a depth of about 
three to four inches deep, which you under- 
stand Is a little deeper than my fkll plow- 
ing. I do this in order to catch the solid 
earth which turns well, and then with sev- 
eral good harrowlngs my land is In first- 
class condition to receive the grain. By this 
method I find that my yield is much great- 
er than by the Oid way, that }s only plow- 
ing in the spring; not only does it increase 
the yield but the quality of the rice is ad- 
vanced fuiiy twenty-five per cent. I would 
like to see all the farmers in this section 
try this method, if only a few acres, which 
would convince them that this is the only 
successful way to km red rice." — Oueydan 
News, Jan. 3. 



Trade Notes. 

Males Company — This well-known concern, 
which handles railway equipment of all 
sorts, has opened a New York office at Room 
1208 Home Life building, 256 Broadway. 
The increase of their business has necessi- 
tated this and they ar^ caterin|g especially 
to the sugar planters of Louisiana, Cuba, 
Mexico and elsewhere and are prepared to 
supply them with plantation railway out^ts 
of all kinds. 



Personal. 

Mr. A. M. Underwood, manager of the 
sugar planting firm of Underwood & Short, 
of St. Mary parish, was among the recent 
visitors to the city and made his headquar- 
ters at the CJosmopolItan hotel while In 
town. 

Mr. Stephen S. Siger, the well-known chem- 
ist who uas been engaged at the Reserve 
central factory of tne Leon Godchaux Com- 
pany, Limited, during the recent campaign, 
was at the Commercial hotel last Saturday. 
Mr. Eiger has been coming to Louisiana for 
a number of years and generally officiates 
also in Cuba at the conclusion of the Louis- 
iana crop. His home is In Chicago and he 
is regarded as a thoroughly high grade su- 
gar house chemist. 

Mr. John R. Todd, a leading sugar plant- 
er of St. Mary parish, was among the re- 
cent visitors to the city. Mr. Todd is a 
very experienced man In everything that 
relates to sugar manufacture. 



Digitized by 



Cnoogle 



30 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPACTUKER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 2. 



Jan. lo. 



weebZjY market report. 



19('2 



•UCAR. 

open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugral 

Choice 

Strict Prime .. 

Prime 

Fully Pair .... 

Good Fair 

Pair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 



Jan. 4. 



Jan 6. 



Jan. 7. 



Jan. 8. 



Jan. 9. 



Jan. 10. 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing: of Week. 



Centrifugal. 

Plant'n Granul'ed 
Off Granulated.. 
Choice White.... 

Off White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow.... 
Prime Yellow ... 

Off Yellow 

Seconds < 

Fancy Y C 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

O. E. Centrifugral 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime — 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 
Common. ...» .. 

Inferior 

Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime .... 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 

SYRUP. 



3 @33i 

2|J@2|f 
2H@2{| 
2>ife2H 
2>^fe2U 
2^@2X 
2;^@2>^ 
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— (fl4 20 

- @ - 
33i@ - 
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27 (g 28 
25 @ 26 
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- (SI 19 

- @ 18 

- @ 17 
- @ 16 

- @ 16 

- @ 15 



17 @ 18 

15 @ 16 
13 @ 14 ' 
11 @ 12 

- @ 10 
9 
8 

— @ 7 

- @ 6 

— @ 6 

16 @ 24 



- @ 



- (§4 20 

- im - 
33i@ - 
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- @ - 



15 @ 25 
27 ^ 28 
25 @ 26 
22 (^ 24 
20 (s 21 

— @ 19 

— @ 18 
-@ 17 

— @ 16 

— @ 15 

— @ 15 



15 @ 16 
13 (3 14 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 
.— @ 10 

9 
8 
7 



- @ 



- @ 6 
16 @ 24 
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25 


27 @ 28 
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19 


- W 


18 
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17 


- ® 


16 
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15 
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15 


15(8! 


16 


13^ 


14 
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12 


-® 


11 




10 


— (S 


9 
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8 



16 @ 



7 

6 

6 

24 



2 
o 

X 



2 
o 



5f 

2 
o 



OS 



- (§4 20 

- C$ — 
3Ji@ - 
3fJ^3ii 

- <ff — 
3«(ft3fi 
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2 («3>6 



H @ 24 

27 @ 28 

25 @ 26 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

16 @ 18, 

- @ 15 

- (g 14 
-@ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 



15 
13 



15 



@ 16 

@ 14 

@ 12 

@ 11 

@ 10 

@ 9 

@ 8 

@ 7 

@ 6 

@ 6 

@ 24 



3 (s3,% 

2%fe3 

2lJS23i 

2|i^2^ 

2>6^2U 

2H(sm 

2K(s2K 



- ^4 20 

- (3 — 

- ^3il 

- (a - 
3if^.3« 
3i|^3A 
3>6(^3A 
2 (fl3>^ 



11 @ 22 

25 @ 26 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

17 @ 18 

15 @ 16 

- @ 14 
-@ 18 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 11 



14 @ 15 
12 @ 13 
- @ 11 
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22 @ 26 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ 28 

- @ 27 

- @ 26 

- @ 25 

- @ 24 
22 @ 23 
22 @ 23 



— (^ 21 
19 @ 20 
17 @ 18 

— @ 
14 @ 
12 @ 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 9 



16 
15 
13 



20 @ 30 



Quiet 



Quiet 



Dull 



Dull 



OTHER MARKETS. 



New York: 


















SUGAR. 




' 














Fair Refining, 89° 


-@3A 


- @?d 


-@3A 




-@3A 


- ^3. 


- (&3% 




Centrifugals, 96^". 


- @3i*. 


- @3,», 


- @^H 




-®s% 


- @3,^ 


- @4^ 

— ®6 34 




Granulated. ...... 


- @4 51 


-(14 61 


- @4 61 




- @4 51 


-@4 61 


„R»w-(M»t. , 


St^dard A 


- 04 31 


— @4 31 


-@4 31 




- @i 31 


-@4 81 


-@6 14 


Reflnad— ]}aU. 


Dutch Granulated 
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- @ — 


(^ 
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— @ — 


— @ — 


— @ — 




German Granul'td 


- @4 28 


-@4 29 


- @4 47 


-@4 2» 


-@4 29 


@4 91 




MOLASSES. 
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N.O. Choice 
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-®- 


- @ - 


& 


- @ - 


-@ - 


-@ - 




N. 0. Fair 


- ^ - 


-@ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


-®- 


-@- 




London: 














-@ - 


(3«ie— Doll and lower. 


Java, No. 15 D. 8. 


8s. 6 d. 


8s. 6 d. 


8s. 6 d. 




8s. 6d. 


88. 8d. 


lis. 9d. 


Best— Dall; prICM on- 


A.&G.Beet. 


6s. 6 d. 


6b. 6hi- 


6s. 6 d. 




68. 6d. 


68. 6d. 


9s. 4Kd. 





Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @4 95 

— dA 95 

— .@4 55 

— @4 50 

— @ - 



— @4 95 

- @4 95 

— @4 55 

- @4 50 



NBW ORLEANS RBFINBD. 
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— @4 95 
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~ @4 95 
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— @4 95 

— @4 55 
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-@ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



@5 70 
S5 70 
@5 45 
(Sb 40 

O — 



Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Jan. 1 
At four ports of Great Britain to Dec. 28.... 
At Hayana and Mantasas to Dec. 31 



.Tons 



180,633 

116,060 

80,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Jan. lo, 1903. 

Sugar . Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels. 

Received 70 120,922 16,138 

Sold 70 122,902 15,329 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to Jan. 10, 190J. 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels. 

Receiyed 1399 1,306,212 224,081 

Sold 1399 1,264.080 221,470 

Received same time last year 8332 1,^59,689^ ^ ^ | ^,37,618 
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Jan 10. 



WHDKLY MARKBPT REPORT, 



1902. 



RICE. 

RouoH, perbbl.. 
Clean, per lb. . . . 

Head 

Straights ... 

Screenings.. 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton . . . 
Polish, per ton.. 



Jan. 4. 



2 26@4 00 
5 @63i 

17 60^18 00 
22 00@23 00 



Jan. 9. 



2 25(i4 00 

17 50(9 18 00 
22 60(^23 00 



Jan. 7. 



2 25@4 00 

5 (§53^ 

2>4@2^ 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50<a23 00 



Jan. 8. 



2 25@4 00 

2)4@2Ji 

1\@1% 

17 M)(^18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Jan. 9. 



2 25@ 4 00 

6 '3:^h 

2MC«23i 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50023 00 



Jan. 10. 



2 25@ 4 00 

5 @5^ 
3K@4^ 
2^r«2^ 

1^@1% 
17 60(^18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Same Day Last 
Year 



2 U0(§3 65 

Nominal 

2H@^H 

Nominal 

12 G0@ 13 00 

19 00(§ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Rough— Steady. 



Clean— Strong and a'o 
tlre. 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Jan. le 1903. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clean. 

Received 34,071 21,805 

Sold... 6,201 21,69J 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. i, 1901 to Jan. 10. 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rouob. Pcts. Clbam 

This Year 835,560 161,040 

Last Year 738,252 70,060 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was steady at the end 
of the week and there have been compara- 
tively large receipts during the last day or 
two. The movement up-to-date is consider- 
ably ahead of last season. There is a fairly 
active demand. 



Molasses. 

Both open kettle and centrifugal molasses 
were quiet at the end of me we€k. as was 
also syrup. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was steady at the 
end of the WEek with all grades in good 
demand, but as the receipts were light the 
trading ^as limited. Clean rice was strong 
at the end of the wees with an active 
volume of business. 



5us:ar in London. 

The speculative value of beet has received 
a severe l»iOw owing to an important rais- 
ing of the earlier estimates of this year's 
yield, but, so far as actual sugar is con- 
cerned, the setting-in of severe frost on the 
continent, and consequent interruption of 
navigation, uas prevented any serious de- 
cline in the value of readily-available sup- 
plies. So far as the American markets are 
concerned, prices are steady, and, with 
rather heavier arrivals there of cane sugar, 
the position of their refiners, as regards 
stocks, has become somewhat easier, and, 
at the time of writing, the fresh fall in beet 
has failed to attract their attention. There 
has been a quiet but steady demand for cane 
sugars in the United Kingdom, but, in view 
of the approaching interruption to business 
for the next few days, transactions have been 
more freely offered, but the dealers have 
also shown rather more afsposition to buy, 
and values are, in consequence, but little 
altered. The imports of crystallized raws 
to London for the week ending the 19th inst. 
amounted to 1^534 tons, and for this year tor 
36,773 tons against 31,8^3 tons in 1900. — 
Produce Market Review ^ Dec. 21. 



Rice Trust Projected. 

Louisiana is not the only state where a 
consolidation of tarm products was projected. 
South Carolina had a similar experience to 
Louisiana except that in the former state 
it was intended to control the farms also. 

A year ago, a consolidation of the rice 
plantations on the north bank of the Savan- 
nah river, opposite and above and below this 
city, was projected by Boston and local 
capitalists. The scheme embodied a river 
frontage of approximately seven miles, and 
m area of about 32,000 acres of rice and 



other arable lands. Eighty per cent of the 
land is at present cultivated in rice and, 
barring storms and floods, yields a good crop. 
But storms drive water over the plantations, 
and will ruin the crops in about two out of 
five years. 

It was the purpose of the syndicate to 
acquire all of the plantations along the river 
in the territory named, and to construct a 
15-foot dyke around the whole tract. Such 
a dyke would give protection against in- 
vading floods In storm-times and, with irri- 
gating, trunks, would assure a rice crop every 
season. The arrangements progressed favor- 
ably, and all the plantations were brought 
into the agreement save two. These are 
situated about midway the district, and have 
a river frontage of about two miles. It 
would be impossible to dyke out the other 
plantations wifnout taking in these two, and 
since their owners would not Join in the 
agreement, the plan fell through. Now, 
however, the scheme has been revived with 
every prospect of success, possibly in time 
for next season's crop. 

^hat profits there are in rice-growing, 
when the crops are assured, may be con- 
jectured from the fact that the syndicate 
proposes lo retain the principal planters, 
some five in number, as superintendents of 
4,000 to 5,000 acres each, at a salary of |5,- 
000 per year, while the smaller planters are 
to be retained as sub-superintendents .at 
salaries graduated according to the acre- 
age which they bring into the combination. 
The calculation is that if only 20,000 acres 
should be brought into rice-bearing, pro- 
tected by dykes, and supplied with depend- 
able irrigation, the yield per year would be 
more than 1,000,000 bushels, worth not less 
than |1 per bushel. — Jennings Times, 



Interest on well improvement, |2,000 

at 8 per cent 160 ^ 

Revenues |16,000 

Expenses 6,000 



The Raising of Rice. 

Having been frequently questioned in re- 
gard to the uifference in cost and profit deriv- 
ed from raising rice irrigated by canals and 
deep wells, have made the following table 
of expenses and profits, which is calculated 
from wells and canals, therefore it will prove 
reasonably correct. By giving this some 
space in your Sunday paper it will reach a 
class of subscribers who are interested. 
Yours truly, 

J. A. LA.MBEBT. 
DEEP WELLS. 

Three hundred acres land by wells 
will produce 13 1-3 sacks per acre, 

4,000 sacks, at |4 |16,000 

Expenses — 

One hundred and twenty sacks seed 

at |5 per sack 600 

Interest at 8 per cent on 17,500 land 

value 600 

Cost of labor to cultivate and har- 
vest, at |10 per acre 3,000 

Threshing and sacking 4,000 sacks, at 

20c per sack 800 

Expenses of irrigation at 13 per acre 900 



Profits 19.940 

(Or 133.13 per acre.) 

CANALS. 

Three hundred acres land Irrigated 
by canals, ten sacKS per acre, 3,- 

000 sacks at |4 |12,000 

Expenses — 

One hundred and twenty sacks at |5 $600 

Interest on |7,500 land value at 8 per 

cent 600 

Cost of labor to cultivate and har- 
vest, at |10 per acre 3,000 

Threshing and sacking, at 20c per ' 
sack 600 

Expense of irrigating 300 acres, two 

sacks per acre, 600 sacks at |4 . .' 2,400 



Total 17,200 

Revenues |12,000 

Expenses .- 7,200 



Profit |4,80d 

(Or about $16 per acre.) 

— Houston Post, Dec. 27. 

Personal. 

Among the recent visitors to the city 
was Mr. D. Harang, of Lafourche parish, 
who was a guest of the Commercial hotel 
during his stay. 

Dr. H. J. Sanders and Mrs. Sanders, of 
St. Mary parish, were- in the city, on a visit 
during the latter part of tne week. They 
stopped at the St. Charles hotel. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, accompanied by his 
wife and daughter were in New Orleans on 
a visit a few days ago. They were guests of 
one of our leading hotels. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Assumption parish, 
was among the arrivals at the St. Chaarles 
hotel on Wednesday last. 

Mr. J. B. Brown, manager of the Ivanhoe 
plantation, and Mr. j. Clifford Brown, were 
at the Commercial hotel a lew days ago. 

Mr. E. M. Bertaut, who is closely identi- 
fied with the sugar industry of this state, , ^ 
was an arrival of the Commercial hotel 
during the past week. Mr. Bertaut's home 
is at Lauderda:le, La. 

Mr. I. S. Lothrop, one of tne leading cane 
growers of the lower coast, was in the city 
on a visit during the latter part of tJhe 
week. 

Col. Ricuard McCall, of the McManor plan- 
tation in the parish of Ascension, was in 
the city on rhursday and attended the meet- 
ing of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation on liiursday night. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of the Belle Grove 
plantation in the parish of Iberville, came 
down to the city on Thursday and attended 
the regular monthly meeting of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Planters' Association, of which 
he is one of the most valued members. 
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WANTS. 


We wUl publish In thU colunm. frae of charge until 


harther notice, the applioitlons of all nuuuigerf . over- 


«eor«> enfflneert end sugar-nekers, and othera who 


may be seeking posltleae In the country, and also the 


wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTEIJ — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or 8outIi by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 314 Cen- 



tral 



tiTCkniio Ttmrtlrlvn 



WANTKI) — A position fts first-class sugar malcer 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address l^eter L. Boudreaux, 
L^afourche Oosslng.- I^a. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1902, position by a single young man 
(2^) as book-lceeper and general offloe man or maoaeer 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strlotly temper^ 
ate, a flrst-cl&ss doable entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prac- 
tical experience. Gilt-edge references. Bond if re< 
quired. Address " Enbrqt." HahnYiUe, La. 12-23-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grocery clerk 
(single) H years of age, educated in French and Eeg- 
llsht good knowledge of book keening, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer; moderate 
sslary. Address Competent No. 18. Ariel P. O.. La. 

12-26-01 

WANTED— Immedia'ely, first-class sugar boiler, 
Must be strictly s iber and nave first class credentials. 
Address No. 4S766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mextoo or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-class man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jk Wsxss, 
128 Suydam 6t., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— Position by manager of plantation store 
Young man, unmarried, good accountant and office 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will Inyest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, La. 
12-liOl 

WANTED— At once, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by «n all around sugar house worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, La. 
P. N. Vboas, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A positioa as first-class orerseer. 
Twentr years' experience. Can furnish high r'*fer- 
as to abillltv and sobriety. Address Nickblbs Foret, 
785 Conti St., New Orleans. 12-14*01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a fiower aild 
vegetable gardener. First-class references furnished. 
Address, Josbph DiAXi, care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonville. 12-12^1 



WANTED— A compentent and experienced young 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. I. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-1241. 



WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four years 
experience. References furnished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles Max- 
well, care of Cora Plantation, Whitocastle, La. 

ma^i. 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both. 1 can furnish good references and 
and guarntee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
this office. 12-9-01. 

WANTED— H ad-overseer for sugar plantation in 
PorU> Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter^ 12-11-01 

WANTED— Positior by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and qioderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. 12-Wtt. 

WANTED — A position as chemist for Cnban or 
other tropical crop, for this season, by a thor- 
oughly competent and practical sugar man of sev- 
eral years' experience. At present employed hi 
one of the largest factories In Louisiana. Best 
references. Address G. K. R-* care Louisiana 
Planter. 12-3-01 



A Sugar Plantation comprising some 800 Acres, about 
460 Acres under cuUlTation, balance Woodland and Cy- 
press Swamp; A Kettle-Centrifugal house. Six roller 
Mill and all appurtenances; Draining Machine and 
small Sft w Mill on the place; 28 Mules. Wagons, carts 
and agricultural Implemeots Ail necessary Outhouses 
and OabinsjA well stocked Store doing a good psying 
basin ^ss. Will sell I'he whole or an undivided interest 
to party who will live on tae pla'^e and manage same. 
Address Plaittbr Box 486. 
New Orleans Postofflce. 



Cane Shredder. 

FED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

Rico, San Domingo, Java, Hawaii, Mexico, Yucatan, Guatemala, Argentine 
ouisiana. Since the war Shredders have been placed on some of the largest 
9 Estates in Cuba. For particulars address, 

I NEWELL MANUFACTURING CO„ 

^ 149 BroeLdweLVt New Yorkt Sole Owners. 



ED 


For Filtering Either Juice or Scum 


ses 


1 

The WHOLE of the work In 

1 both departments can be ^ 

performed by ONE ma^n. 

i 


Send for Prioes and Particulars to 

The Wilson Filter Syndicate, Limited, 

Fyfe ChcLmbers. 105 West George St.. GLASGOW. SCOTLAND. 

Telegraphic Address: "Forenoon-Glasgow," Codes ABC, 4th Edition, Ai and Private. 

Fully described in the Issue of this paper of November 2nd, 1901. (No. 18, Vol. xxvli.) 
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DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR. RICE AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol. XXVIII. 



NEW ORLEANS, JANUARY 18, 1002. 



No. 3 



THE LOUISIANA PUNTER 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ off the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association^ 
Ascension Branch Sugar Planters^ AaAif 
Louisiana Sugar Chemists^ Assodationt 
Texas Sugar Growers' Association, 
Texas Sugar Planters' Association* 

Pobf isbed at New OrleaM. U., every Soterrfey Menrfag* 

BTTHB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to Louisiana AgricnUnre in general, and to 
the Sugar Industry m particular, and in all 
Its branches, Agricultural, Mechanical, 
Chemical, Political and Com- 
mercial. 

BDITOBIAI. CORPS. 
W, C. STUBBS, Ph. D. W. J. THOMPSON. 

W. W. PUGH. JOHN DYMONIX 

Sntered at the PostoflBlce at New Orleans as seocmd* 
class mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Per annum 

Terms of Subscription (including ]X)stage) $3 00 

Foreign Subscri;)tlon ; 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 



llnch 

2 inch 

8 inch 

4inch 

■5 inch 

6 inch 

7inoh 

8in6h 

91noh 

10 inch 

Half Page. 
Fun Page. 



1 month 8 month 6 month 12 month 



$600 
960 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
82,60 
^00 
88 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



$12 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 76 
70 00 
81 16 
90 00 
96 00 
100 00 
160 00 
260 00 



$18 76 
86 00 
64 40 
7125 
88 15 
106 00 
12176 
185 OO 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 



$26 00 
48 00 
72 60 
96 00 
117 60 
140 00 
162 60 
180 00 
190 00 
200 00 
800 00 
600 00 



All commnnications should be addressed to Thb 
LotrisiANA Pi^NTSB, 838 Caiondelet streetg New 
Orleans, La. 

UST OP STOCKHOLOBRS. 
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S» L* Iterrie* 
J. H. Murphjr* 
Andrew Prloo* 
6. A J. Keck, 
Wn. Oarlg, 
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Jules J. Jacob* 
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The Cane Crop. 

With a healthy courage the sugar 
planters have begun work for next year's 
crop of cane and the preparation of land 
has been started energetically though not 
hopefully. The campaign of this year 
is virtually ended, only a few factories 
here and there being still in operation. 
No injury to the stubble and seed cane 
is reported from the December freeze 
andi it is to be hope*d that tihe work now 
being begun so bravdy in the face of 
such adverse prospects may be rewarded 
by a brightening of the horizon and a 
profitable campaign for 1902 and 1903. 
While it scarcely seems that any such 
hopeful views can reasonably be fulfilled 
yet the planters are showing their usual 
determination and are going ahead to do 
the best they can under the circum- 
stances. 



Why Not Make All Cuban Sugars 
Free? 

It will be noticed that in the discussion 
of an abatement to Cuba on our schedule 
of duties on foreign sugars, those inter- 
ested are earnestly pressing the desirabil- 
ity of admitting all sugars under No. 16 
Dutch Standard free of ditty. If all su- 
gars under No. 16 D. S. come in free of 
duty, why not have all sugars come in 
free of duty? Every large sugar plan- 
tation in the island of Cuba can manu- 
facture wihite sugar and if we are to have 
free trade in sugars, let us have if a'll 
along the line. 

It will be remembered that in March, 
1883, when the tariff commission bill 
was 'before congress, eflforts were made 
to cut down the sugar schedule, giving 
less protection to American sugars than 
contemplated in the tariff commission 
bill. Wm. Pitt Kellogg, then senator 
from Louisiana, stepped into the breadi 
and moved in the United States Senate 
for a horizontal duty on all sugars. This 
motion 01^ his part was very popular with 
many people, and it quickly brought all 
of the recalcitrants to their better senses, 
and the tariff commission bJll was finally 
passed giving white, or refined, sugars 
a moderate advantage over those below 
No. 16 and 13, whicjfi had been the lines 
of division so far as color was concerned. 

There is no doubt at all that all this 
matter will be well liandled when it 
reaches the United States Senate, but it 



certainly seems very singular that a great 
monopoly shouW go before Congress and 
iisk that all sugars below No. 16 D. S., ■ ■ 
coming from Cuba, should come in frefe' 
of duty, leaving the rest to pay the full 
schedule named in the Dingley l^ill, or/ 
about 2 cents per pound, and thus effect- 
ing practical prohibition of the importa- / 
tion of those grades and maintaining for 
the sugar refineries that monopoly of the, • 
refined sugar business of the United ] * 
States that they have had for the last 
thirty years. v 



The Pioneers in Beet Sugar Malcing* 

While the making of sugar from 'beets 
in this country has come now to be a 
pronounced success, and promises to de- 
velop into an enormous industry at an 
early date, very few persons appreciate 
the great difficuhies under which the in- 
dlistry was inaugurated. As has been 
written so frequently, many failures oc- 
curred, the early houses being based 
upon the small sugar 'houses built in 
Europe, where only their cheap capital 
and dieap labor enabled them to survive. 
In this country, in competition with cane 
sugar, such establishments failed until 
that most conspicuous cf all the early 
pioneers in beet sugar making, the 
Honorable E. H. Dyer, of Alvaradp, 
Cal., made a success in his factory there. 
Mr. Dyer has been an earnest and active 
promotor of the beet sugar industry for 
more than a quarter of a century and 
has earned the high reputation that he 
possesses as an honest man and skilled 
manufacturer, comprehensive, broad- 
minded and energetic. Mr. Dyer*s sons 
are also carrying on the manufacture ot 
beet sugar machinery ami many of our 
best American factories have been de- 
signed throughout by them. 

A recent issue of the Oakland, Cal., . 
Enquirer gives an account of Hon. E. H. 
Dyer's early experience in beet sugar 
making and it is very pleasant to the edi^ 
tor of this joumat to recall his acquaint- 
ance with and friendship for Mr. Dyer, 
who has been an occasional correspond- 
ent of this journal for many years. 



Diversification. 

One of the greatest drawbacks to agri- 
cultural advancement in Louisiana, 
where the wonderful advantages of soil 
and climate are such as to permit of al- 
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most any culture, is the lack of diversifi- 
cation. Small planters, or tenants, will 
raise a single crop of cane, rice or cot- 
ton, and wHl proceed to the nearest town 
to buy the feed for the animals engaged 
in cultivating these crops, whereas, with 
but a small extra effort, a grain and for- 
age crop could be raised, sufficient to 
supply home demands the year around, 
and at the end of the year the planter 
or tenant would have money saved, in- 
stead of an accumulation of feed bills. 

This is equally applicable to the large 
factory owner, and the live stock of every 
plantation should be fed and kept in fine 
condition on material raised on the spot, 
thereby saving to the planter the freight 
money, as well as the increased prices 
paid for' any goods that pass through 
several hands. 

The Homna Courier, of January 4, dis- 
cusses diversified farming, ancj the bene- 
fit the small farmer has got from it in 
the year just passed, and advocates the 
raising of cane as a surplus crop only. 
Says the Courier: 

In spite of the low price of sugar, and 
' the freeze, the average small sugar planter 
did better last year than the year before. 
Year before last the majority of the sm^ll 
cane growers did not make both ends meet. 
/ Last year all who saved their crops came 
out ahead of the game, for the abundant 
yield more than made up for the low price 
of sugar. The good yield of com and hay 
and the satisfactory potato crop contributed 
much toward assisting the small planter. 
The shortage in the total production of corn 
sent prices of feedstuff up, and those plant- 
ers who had corn to sell got a good price 
for it. Most of them raised enough feed 
to last their stock during this year, and in 
this respect they are much better off than 
they were last year, as the corn and hay 
crop of the year before were a complete 
failure. 

The experience of the small planters dur- 
ing the past three or four years has shown 
them how necessary diversified farming is 
to their success. Cane should be raised 
simply as a surplus crop, if it is raised at 
all by the small planter. He should grow 
many of the things that he consumes in his 
household, such as Irish potatoes, onions, 
sweet potatoes and an abundant garden. 

He should raise his own pork and lard, 
chickens, eggs, beef and mutton, and the 
feed that his stock will consume. After pro- 
viding in this way for house hold con- 
tingencies, he could then safely put the rest 
of his land in cane. 

This is the plan suggested by men who 
have made a study of the small planter and 
his prospects. That it is the correct view 
to take has already been demonstrated in 
the cotton region, where the small cotton 
planter has at last accepted the repeated 
suggestion and is trying diversified farm- 
ing. 



The Sus:ar Planters' Committees. 

Under the auspices of the American 
Cane Growers' Association a conrmittee 
of prominent sugar planters has been 
selected to proceed to Washington to rep- 
resent the case of Louisiana there and 
to endeavor to resist the efforts now mak- 
ing on the part of the Cubans arrd their 



Ahierican friends to secure free entr>' of 
their sugars into this country. 

Mr. Charles A. Farvvell, president of 
the American Catie Growers' Associa- 
tion; Hon. Andrew Price, ex-member of 
Congress from the 3rd district; ex-Gov. 
H. C. Warmoth; Hon. T. S. Wilkinson, 
ex-member of Congress from the ist 
congressional disrt:rict; Mr. Charles God- 
chaux ; Col. J. D. Hill, and W. J. Behan 
(have been appointed and will have a 
hearing in Washington on Thursday of 
next week. Theirs is one of the most 
important missions that has ever been 
entrusted to a delegation from New Or- 
leans, and' it is the sincere desire of every 
friend of the Louisiana industry that 
their efforts may be crowned with suc- 
cess. The gentlemen are all thoroughly 
familiar with the sugar industry ; are all 
personally engaged in it; they under- 
stand whereof tliey speak and will most 
umquestionahly have a powerful influence 
in Washington. The Planter wishes 
them every success. 



The Spanish Sugar Market. 

One of the statements recently made 
by those who are so anxious to promote 
the wellfare of Cuba by the destruction 
of Louisiana, is that the result of the 
Spanish war has been to deprive Cuba of 
its former sugar market in Spain. This 
is so eminently absurd that it is perhaps 
hardly worth while contradicting it. At 
the same time those rK)t familiar with 
the sugar industry may be led to think 
there is some truth in the statement. The 
fact is that for a generation past over 
90 per cent of the sugar produced in 
Cuba found its only market in America. 
Practically no sugar went from Cuba to 
Spain. There was, formerly, a demand 
there for some of the old fashioned white 
clayed Cuban sugars, but the mariufac- 
ture of that kind in Cuba has ceased al- 
most entirely. 

The Cubans have the same market for 
their sugars now that they have always 
had. They have as free access to it as 
has any other tropical country. There 
is no discrimination against them and 
they have lost nothing by losing the 
Spanish market. The Spanish market 
was a sealed market to them, as Spain 
held control of Cuba with an iron hand 
and would not receive Cuban sugars, or 
any other Cuban products, without am- 
ple taxation. The result was that prac- 
tically all of the sugars produced in Cuba 
had to come to the United States. 

There has Ihard'ly ever been as much 
effrontery used in urging legislation as 
has been done recently by those advo- 
cating the admission of Cuban sugars 
into the United States free of duty. That 
we have deprived them of their usual 
market is false. That they have less free 
access to the markets of the world than 
hitherto, is false. That they have been 



deprived of any advantages that the}^ 
have possessed hitherto, is false. Now 
it is proposed to let their low grades of 
sugars come into the United States free 
of duty and to keep out their high grade 
sugars in order to give our sugar refiners 
a monopoly of that branch of the busi- 
ness. Let us ho[>e that our national 
legislature in Washington will take into 
consideration all these data and not per- 
mit itself to be 'hoodwinked by the un- 
sound and itlogical arguments recently 
advanced. 



llie Winter Rice Crop of Ben^rai. 

The LouiSLANA Planter has just re- 
ceived Calcutta advices dated December 
12, 1901, concerning the final report on 
the winter rice crop of Bengal for 1901. 
The character of the season is reported 
as being on the whole unfavorable for 
the winter rice crop, there having been 
a defictency of rain during the summer 
and fail months. 

The normal area planted in wioter rice 
in the Province of Bengal is estimated at 
30,443,600 acres. This year's crop is 
estimated at 28,727,200 acres, being be- 
low the normal, or about 75 per cent of 
the normal, but showing an increase of 
252,800 acres over the crop of the previ- 
ous year. This increase is ascribed to 
tiie seasonable weather during trans- 
planting. 



Personal. 



Mr. C. A. Kellar, of the Gem plantation 
in the parish of Ascension, was among the 
recent arrivals at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Col. J. W. Barnett, the popular and in- 
fluential sugar planter of St. Mary parish, 
came up to the city on Tuesday last imd 
made his headquarters at the St. Charles 
hotel. 

Hon. Andrew Price, the sugar planter and 
statesman •f Lafourche parish, was among 
the recent arrivals in the city. 

Mr. L. Geismar, a large sugar planter of 
this state, was in the city during the past 
week. He made his headquarters at one of 
our leading hotels. 

Mr. C. C. Barton, of Assumption parish, 
was a guest of the St. Charles hotel on Tues- 
day last. 

Mr. H. Patout, a progressive sugar planter 
of Patoutville, La., was at the Commercial 
hotel on \,ednesday last. 

Mr. J. K. Garr, of tha lower coast, was a 
recent guest of the St. Charles hotel. Mr. 
Garr is an enthusiastic sugar planter and 
has a fine piece of property in one of the 
most productive sections of the sugar belt. 

Mr. Wm. A. Shaffer, of St. Mary parish, 
where he has extensive sugar planting in- 
terests, was a Thursday arrival at the St. 
Charles hotel. 

Mr. J. B. Churchill, of Lakeland, La., one 
of the best plantation managers in the state, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. Joseph Savoie, a prominent cane grow- 
er of the lower coast, came up to the city 
on a visit a few days ago. Mr. Savoie is a 
highly respected and extremely popular 
citizen. 
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LOCAL LBTTBRS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL CORBE8PONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Another week of uneventful weather, so 
to speak, has passed, albeit both the highest 
and lowest temperatures of the half-month 
have been registered within the hebdomadal 
span, namely, 75 degrees on the 12th inst, 
and 30 degrees on the 14th. The conditions 
have been favorable for inaugurating the 
work of breaking land for the new crop, 
and the cultivating campaign has been open- 
ed on most of the plantations in this sec- 
tion. 

All but one of the sugar factories in As- 
cension have got out of the woods with the 
remnant of their 1901 crop. Belle Helene 
being the only one still pegging away, and 
we can "see her finish" within the next few 
days. Mr. J. C. Klos last week wrote that 
grinding there was ''progressing satisfac- 
torily, in a measure," but that the yield had 
fallen off materially and the carts were no 
longer able to supply the mill adequately. 
These were general causes of complaint on 
the places where grinding was prolonged 
until after New Year's. 

Evan Hall ground its last abbreviated cane 
stalk the night of the 10th Inst, and finished 
boiling out next day. According to general 
report the Evan Hall mills crushed about 
41,000 tons of cane and realized in the neigh- 
borhood of 5,500,000 pounds of sugar, with 
the contents of the hot^room estimated, v Had 
the early promise of the sugar-making sear 
son been consummated, the output of the 
Evan Hall factory would doubtless have ap- 
proximated 7,000,000 pounds. 

The Miles Company's Houmas central fac- 
tory, at Burnside, concluded its siege Sun- 
day morning, the wind-up having been de- 
layed a dozen hours or so by the fracture of 
a turnplate on Thursday. The last of the 
Clark plantation's cane was crushed Wednes- 
day, leaving that of the two lower places of 
the group. Orange Grove and Monroe, as 
the final grist for the big mills. Nearly 60,- 
000 tons of cane were handled at the Houmas 
central house, and it is probable this yielded 
about 9,000,000 pounds of sugar. 

New Hope, the Miles Company's other As- 
cension factory, manipulated a trifle over 
23,000 tons of cane, of which 10,000 tons and 
a bit more came from New Hope plantation, 
7,580 tons from Ascension plantation, 4,780 
tons were furnished .by Mrs. J. E. St. Mar- 
tin's f*elico, Arlington and Bar Harbor 
places, something over 600 tons by R. O. 
Landry's Dellcia and 131 tons by Joseph 
Lsmdry, a neighboring "small farmer." 

McCall & Legendre's McManor factory 
terminated its weary grinding siege on the 
7th inst, but "Ascension" hasn't had the 
nerve to ask "Col. Dick" how much — or how 
little, rather — the outcome of the slow-going 
campaign's results foot up in pounds of 
sugar. This place was handicapped from the 



start by almost unprecedented shortness of 
labor, the deficiency being so great that it is 
said only two or three second night-watches 
were made during the entire rolling. 

A note from Col. J. S. Webster brings the 
news that Terre Haute factory ended its 
long campaign Monday night with 2,000,000 
pounds of sugar and over 1,500 barrels of 
molasses. Cane averaged twenty-five tons 
to the acre, stubble and plant all over 
the place. Windrowing was done early, as is 
always the practice on the Webster places, 
and no cane was lost by the freeze. 

There is no apprehension whatever that 
either stubble or windrowed seed has been 
hurt by the freezes, and reports to the con- 
trary from Iberville are regarded as purely 
sensational and not calculated to help the 
cause of domestic sugar in the pending cam- 
paign against Cuban free trade or recipro- 
city. Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL corresponded; CE.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been ideal during the 
past week, with cold, frosty mornings, which 
have served to give encouragement to those 
planters who have buckled on their armor 
for another campaign. Only two sugar 
houses are rolling — the Cora, of the Iberville 
Planting and Manufacturing Company, Ltd., 
at White Castle, and the Granada, of Messrs. 
Ventress and Locke, of Sunshine. All who 
had finished rolling started in this week 
with their field work and on all sides may 
be seen tne smoke from the burning cane 
shucks. Old stubbles are being off-barred 
and plowed out, and the soil in consequence 
of the late freezes is meixow and turns over 
nicely. The planters of this parish are, 
generally speaking, in good shape from a 
financial point of view and those who are 
not will get needed assistance on terms not 
harsher than heretofore. Some reductions 
in expenses are inevitable and their enforce- 
ment will require caution and tact for every 
reduction thus far has been resented and 
many changes in labor as well as manage- 
ment have resulted. 

At lae Union plantation, of Hon. Andrew 
H. Gay, 27,000 tons were handled, the pro- 
duct of Union and Homestead from which 
3,700,000 pounds of sugar were realized and 
every pound was barrelled and the sugar 
house cleaned up, as the Union people do 
not believe a stop of several months in cars 
in the hot room would help matters. 

Messrs. V. & J. A. Berthelot, of Hohen 
Solms, stopped rolling at their Old Hickory 
factory Tuesday, having made something 
over 3,000,u00 pounds. They had 430 acres 
of fine cane standing 'when the cold struck 
them, and they succeeded in grinding 350 
acres of it, though perhaps 25 to 50 per cent 
had to be cut off. Eighty acres were aban- 
doned entirely. 

Mr. Harry J. Slack, of Rosedale, a sterl- 
ing sugar and cotton planter, was at Plaque- 



mine a few days since and says that while 
the crops in his section were very satisfac- 
tory this year, he never before saw labor so 
scarce or the crops so hard to get in. Mr. 
Slack made 4,200 tons of cane on his Centre 
plantation, which were sold to- the Cinclare 
central factory, and we were glad to hear 
him say that he realized a profit of about 
50 cents per ton, an excellent result con- 
sidering the low price of sugar and the 
freight charges he had to pay. Many who 
sold by the ton and had to ship by rail were 
not so fortunate. 

Mr. Alonzo Landry has rented the plan- 
tation of Judge H. L. Duffel in Ascension 
parish and will put it in rice. Mr. Emile 
Levert, of Sououque, an active and energetic 
young man who for several yea^s managed 
his father's Golden Ridge plantation, will 
have charge of the fiela. 

Mr. Manuel K. Pearce, of White Castle, 
this week sold to Mr. Survllle Perque his 
100-acre farm in Square League, about five' ^ 
miles from' the river on the Richland road, 
for 14,000. This sale and several others 
put on record lately show that the small 
farmers have not lost faith in the soil of 

Ibebville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

At last it can be said that the grinding^ 
season in this parish in quite over. Barrowza 
and Orange Grove finished last Tuesday;, 
Cinclare wound up Saturday; St Delphine, 
Eliza and Australia have cooled down, while 
Poplar Grove, Smithfield and Catherine will 
probably have finished when this communica- 
tion appears in print. Homestead crushed 
its last cane Friday noon. While four plan- 
tations suffered serious, or rather severe, 
losses by the destructive freeze of Decem- 
ber 14-21, it must be confessed that the sea- 
son has ended less disastrously than seeI^^d 
probable at one time. In other words, .many 
planters saved every stalk of their cane, the 
only losses sustained being in the low cut- 
ting of the windrowed cane. This outcome 
of the harvesting season is quite gratifying 
when the fact is recalled that in addition 
to the destruction of the cane caught stand- 
ing by the freeze, the loss of the windrowed 
cane seemed imminent. What had been put 
down in windrow was affected by the severe 
.cold, rain and snow, but it revived, and sub- 
sequently made good sugar — better, in fact, 
than anyone dared hope. Still, with the pre- 
vailing low prices, our planters were hot 
able to lose what cane was lost, even where 
the crop was saved, less that portion thrown 
away in cutting both ends of the- stalk. In 
this process, canes that should have gone to 
the mill, say six feet in length, were cut 
down to four feet and, in some cases, less. 

Eliminating the factors of labor and low 
prices, it can truthfully be said that few 
grinding seasons opened more auspiciously 
than did the one which began in October last. 
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The, cane was riper than it had been at that 
time for many years, and the yield per acre 
exceeded expectations. But, alas! the scarc- 
ity of labor and the unprecedented weather 
that prevailed In December blasted the bright 
hopes entertained earlier in the season. As 
illustrating the paucity of labor that has 
characterized the season, the fact may be 
mentioned that one of the largest planters 
here stated a few days ago that it was only 
during the past three weeks that he had 
had labor enough to handle his crop. From 
October 21 to January 1 he had been run- 
ning only one-third of the time, or, say, eight 
hours out of twenty-four. This is a typical 
illustration of the conditions that have pre- 
vailed on nearly all the plantations since the 
rolling season began. As a rule the planters 
have been too busy to devote much time to 
the consioeration of this year's plans and 
jpro^ects. As to wages to be paid during 

I, the cultivating season, the only thing heard 
jBO far is a vague, unconfirmed report that 
one of the largest planters in the parish will 
pay what he paid last year — 80 cts. per day. 
This hardly seems credible, in view of the 
j^resent and prospective conditions. 
■ As to the condition of plant cane and stub- 
ble, while It is generally feared that the 
latter may be injured, Mr. A. Rivault, field 
marshal of Cinclare, states that he made an 
examination of both a few days ago and 
tound them in excellent condition on that 
plantation. 

So far as can oe learned, the best yield 
^f cane per acre ever made here was ob- 

V tained by Mr. Otto LeRay, a small planter 
In th6 lower portion of the parish, who cut 
and hauled 46 tons per acre from a patch 
of four or five acres. The best yield of su- 

,-gar per ton reported this season was 183 

/ pounds. ^ Of course, these are isolated in- 
stances. If the planters could obtain these 
as avettLge results they would not have so 
much reason to fear the proposed reciprocity 
^ith Cuba legislation now pending in Con- 
vgress. 

Two of the large centrals, where consider- 
able cftne was lost by the December freeze, 
will crush it as though it were good and 
^utilize the bagasse for fuel in working up 
seconds a^d thirds. 

' Now that the grinding season is over, the 
weatJier is behaving beautifully. No rain 
Jias fallen here since the 5th inst. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay, of Iberville, was a 
prominent visitor here last Monday. His 

^elQGtfon to the presidency of the Atchafalaya 
Levee Board, vice the lamented Sparks, gives 
J6neral satisfaction in 

,r West i^ATON Rouge. 



/^ Vermilion. 

!^' f SPECIAL COBnESPONDENCE.) 

[^v ISCMor LouUiana Planter: 

5 Y The weather for the past week has been 

if very favorable. It has been cool and clear. 

,^ The percentage of rainfall has been remark- 

V Ably llgftt this season and now it is as dry 
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and dusty as mid-summer. A good rain 
would be very acceptable now to all classes 
and conditions of people. It would lay the 
dust, would put water in the cisterns, would 
soften the ground and make it easy to plow 
and be of general good. Canal work is the 
only work that rain would interfere with. 
The East Side Canal Company is pushing 
their work very rapidly. Engineer Brous- 
sard reports all the heaviest work that is to 
be done this year completed. He has about 
four miles of the canal completed and is 
now working on the fifth mile. The com- 
pany will operate five miles of main canal 
and about seven miles of laterals this year. 
The Abbeville Canal Company is also push- 
ing the work on their extension, they will 
•have several thousand acres more of rice 
lands subject to Irrigation this year than 
they had last. Mr. John A. Moore is putting 
in a small plant four miles south of Abbe- 
ville, he will irrigate several hundred acres 
of land this year. Other plants are being 
put up and there are dozens of wells being 
put down. The' rice crop is the coming crop 
for Vermilion parish. Cane suffered such 
a severe throw down this year that it will 
^take several years to recuperate if it ever 
does. The season 19ol-1902 was brought to 
a close here to-day by the refineries refus- 
ing to take the remainder of the cane in 
the field. There were only about 300 tons 
of cane left to be shipped out over the rail- 
road and that will now be left in the field 
to spoil, rhis Is the latest finishing up of 
the grinding that has been experienced in 
this country for some time. In 1898 the 
season was wound up on the 14th day of 
January of the following year, and the sea- 
son was closed the 15th of January for the 
1901 crop the following year. The entire 
season has been a drag from beginning to 
end. Just about half cars enough were fur- 
nished by the refineries to take off the crop 
and the expense ran away with all the pro- 
ceeds of the cane shipped. The railroad 
company did its share in trying to save the 
cane and the cane raisers on the Iberia and 
Vermilion road are .under lasting obligations 
to Superintendent W. F. Owen for giving 
them the service that he did and keeping it 
on in the face of daily losses resulting from 
the handling of cane. He kept two to three 
cane runs on the branch all the time and half 
the time they were running up and down 
the road empty for want of cane, and the 
farmers were sitting around the loading 
places for the want of cars to load. The 
mills were entirely at fault. The crop is 
off and the one to be raised will not be as 
large as the one just sacrificed, by 50 per 
cent. There will be ^ heavy corn crop put 
in this year. The immense rice acreage 
makes a home market for all the corn that 
can be grown and a good price is readily 
obtained. The cotton crop will not be in- 
creased this year worth mentioning. 

The Gueydan extension of the Iberia & 
Vermilion railroad will be completed from 



Abbeville to Gueydan within the next ten 
days and will soon have trains running 
througli from New Iberia to Eunice. It is 
reported that track laying will be finished 
by Friday, the 17th inst. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the past two weeks has 
been very favorable but to-day the tempera- 
ture has fallen and it looks as if we might 
have rain at any moment. 

Many of our prominent rice planters have 
taken the deep well fever and are going to 
sink wells for the irrigation of this year's 
rice crop, notwithstanding the fact that they 
are located on the canal, they, like many 
others, have seen the great benefit which has 
been derived from the use of well water, 
over canal water for the irrigation of rice. 
It is an assured fact that well water Is far 
superior for the irrigation of rice to canal 
water. 

Mr. W. D. Spencer, one of Gueydan *s prom- 
inent rice planters, has contracted for the 
sinking of three ten-inch deep wells to be 
put down on his farm, located 1% miles 
southwest of Gueydan, for the irrigation of 
this year's crop. 

Lee Elliott, another prominent planter of 
this section, has contracted with W. Wain- 
right, of Roanoke, for the sinking of one 
twelve-inch well on his farm, 2% miles west 
of Gueydan, and many other prominent 
planters are seriously considering the propo- 
sition. 

Fully 25 per cent of the farmers have be- 
gun plowing their rice lands in order that 
they might be ready for the early plant- 
ing, as it is invariably the case that the 
early planting makes the best rice. 

We, for several years, have been a close 
student of the cultivation of rice, and, from 
practical experience as well as observation, 
have learned that the early rice Is, as a 
rule, a better grade of rice than the late; not 
only is this the case but it produces more to 
the acre. We attribute the better grade to 
the fact that the early rice is ready for 
harvesting at about the beginning of the fall 
which is generally the dryest season of the 
year, therefore the rice farmer has ample 
time to harvest this rice while it is dry and 
the consequence thereof is that you seldom 
see early rice mildewed or damaged. Now, 
as to the increase of the yield, it is due to 
the fact that when rice is planted about 
the first of May or the last of April, the 
cold weather Is sufliciently over to keep from 
killing the growing rice, and again, it is 
never hot enough during its youth for the 
water to scald it out, therefore all the rice 
which sprouts during this planting, if pro- 
perly watered, will produce fine, large and 
heavy heads. 

Mr. Babbitt, chief engineer of the Guey- 
dan drainage canal, is now having a large 
boat built for the purpose of making a boat 
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trip through ^Grand Lake and the small 
bayous leading to it Grand Lake is the pro- 
posed destination of the Gueydan drainage 
canal. 

Your correspondent has been informed 
that there will arrive In this section this 
week 150 Northern prospectors with the view 
of locating in the rice belt. 

Queydan to-day is one of the moat pros- 
perous towns in the rice belt, and has been 
very appropriately called by her sister 
towns— "the Giant of the West." X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

With the exception of a few cool mornings 
the weather of the past eight days has been 
favcMtkble to the planters and farmers of this 
section. All of the factories in this parish 
have finished the grinding season except 
Leinster, which will possibly reach the end 
of the sugar making campaign this week. 
From virhat I can learn Leinster would have 
finished at an earlier date if it had been 
possible to secure sufficient labor at the com- 
mencement of the grinding season to carry 
forward field and factory work as rapidly 
as it should have been. 

The cane raisers in this and adjoining 
districts are apprehensive as to whether it 
will pay to grow a crop of cane this year. 
There are some who have about decided not 
to plant much more cane than will be suffi- 
cient to supply seed for next year, if it 
should happen that by that time the situa- 
tion should be in such shape as to make cane 
growing profitable. But, after all, affairs 
may shape themselves in a month's time so 
that the cane raisers will know what is in 
store for them. While passing over the 
country last week I noticed a number of 
places on which plows were running. The 
weather now prevailing has enabled the 
planters to commence earlier than usual for 
the preparation of their lands. 

From present indications it seems that 
there is a determination on the part of the 
farmers to plant a heavy acreage to com 
this coming spring. Another move that Is 
being made in the right direction is the 
planting of alfalfa wherever an acre or so is 
available for the purpose. At present West- 
em hay is selling as high as |20 a ton, which 
digs deeply into the pockets of those who 
are forced to purchase it at such prices. 
There is no good reason why every pound of 
hay needed by the farmers of this country 
could not just as well be made at home and 
the money paid out for Western hay and 
com kept in our banks. 

This parish seems to be coming to the 
front, agriculturally and otherwise, by rapid 
strides for I find land in the alluvial dis- 
tricts of the parish suitable for the produc- 
tion of cane and cotton worth to-day from 
$50 to $75 an acre, and there is very little 
of it offered for sale. These same lands 
rent readily at from $5 to $7 an acre for 



planting, to either cane, corn or cotton. 
Other lands, heavily timbered, which a few 
years past were considered worthless except 
for the timber, are now eagerly sought for, 
cleared, fenced and planted to com, cotton 
and cane. While the spirit of progress is 
being pushed forward in the country dis- 
tricts, it may as well be noted that the 
towns, such as Bunkie, Cottonport and 
Marksville, are all busy centers in popular 
tion and business. 

One peculiarity in connection with the 
published reports of the freeze of last month 
is that it is stated that cane suffered worse 
in the lower parishes than it did up here in 
Avoyelles, Rapides and St Landry. The 
snow storm of Dec. 29 was very light over 
the Red river cane district, with the temper- 
ature at this pl^e 34 degrees at 6 o'clock in 
the morning. Down South near the coast 
the fall of snow was much heavier, which 
may account to some extent for the greater 
injury done there to the cane. 
. As I close this letter the temperature is 
30 degrees. It is now just sunrise. The in- 
dications are thit it will turn warmer later 
in the day and probably rain within the 
next twenty-four hours. £bin. 



£t. James — Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL COABBSPONt>KNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Wintry weather in one of its most intense 
forms is steadily holding its own, although 
we have been enjoying some fair days re- 
cently. This morning it became cloudy and 
a strong East wind is blowing, apparently in- 
dicating the approach of a storm. The only 
sugar factory in this locality which is still 
at work taking off the crop, is that of the 
Oneida Planting & Manufacturing Company, 
and they are practically the only ones to 
suffer a great loss from the recent freeze, 
^hey have still over one hundred acres of 
standing cane which will doubtless prove a 
total loss. 

All the other planters in this district have 
finished, most of them winding up the cam- 
paign about the first of the year, and al- 
though all are gratified with the fine crops 
they secured, the low prices have disap- 
pointed a great many of them and all of 
them feel the effects. 

With the series of fair days we have just 
experienced some of the planters have al- 
ready settled down to work again on the 
crop of 1902 and some of them sustain faint 
hopes of securing better results. 

The scarcity of feed for the work animals 
is growing greater all the time and but few 
of our plantations are supplied with enough 
to pull through until the new crop is grown. 
Some of our planters are already purchasing 
their feed and one of them in this neighbor- 
hood is spending |100 a day for it already. 
This gives but a faint idea of what it will 
cost when the local supply is more complete- 
ly exhausted and prices have gone higher. 

No changes in the way of managers have 
been heard of yet. We are pleased to note 



that Mr. Michael Cantrel, a deserving young 
citizen of our parish, has secured a good 
position as overseer at the Bene Helene plan-> 
tation, under the management of Mr. G. B. 
Reuss. Mr. Leon Folse, who has hitherto , 
been employed by Mr. Loisel of the Right 
Bank, has also gone to work for Mr. Reuss. 

Mr. A. Fernandez will become the mana- 
ger of the Uncle Sam plantation under Mr. 
Jules Jacob, Jr. 

Several of our planters are making pre- 
liminary arrangements to use oil as fuel in 
their factories for the coming crop. as,, 
wherever it was used during the past season, 
the results proved very satisfactory. 

We are pleased to note that Mr. and Mrs. 
E. Bourgeois of the Rapidan plantation, are * 
quite well again, each having underg:one a 
severe spell of sickness. ' 

CJONVENT. , 



5t. Janvefr— Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

We had been basking in the most genial 
weather imaginable when, on Tuesday, a. 
cloudy sky and damp penetrating tempera- 
t\ire set in; but we have not again struck 
freezing weather, snow and rain. 0\ir past ' 
experience has greatly unnerved us, conse- , 
quently whenever the weather looks a lit- 
tle peculiar, we immediately jump to the- 
conclusion tnat something very unfavorable 
in that line is about to happen. Hence since 
yesterday some weather observers who are 
under the impression that they know it all 
have goile about advising people that it looks 
very much as if we were going to have some 
more snow. 

Grinding in this district wound up as it 
began, that Is, under favorable weather con- . 
ditions, thereby making some planters wish 
that it could last longer. Windro^ed cane 
held its own better than was expected, prov- 
ing that this mode of saving cane after a 
freeze has its virtues. This year's test will 
cause those who have not hitherto advocated 
the windrowing of cane after a freeze to 
become adherents of the system. 

The St. Joseph Planting and Manufactur- 
ing Company finished grinding last Sunday. 
All the improvements made last year gave 
entire satisfaction, and the only complain1;S; 
heard are in relation to the crop results. 

Messrs. Sobral & Tucker, of Oak Alley 
plantation, are far from being jubilant over 
this year's results; still if it is true that 
misery loves company they must derive 
some satisfaction from knowing that there 
are others who suffered in the same way. 
Oak Alley ground twelve thousand, nine hun- 
dred tons of cane and manufactured one 
million, six thousand pounds of sugar all 
told, which was the poorest result secured 
on the plantation within the last twenty 
years. Mr. A. M. Sobral is assisted by hi^ 
son Tony who fills the position of an all 
around plantation man. 

The only smiling faces that one meets are 
those of the country store keepers. The 
grinding campaign having lasted so long 
the working classes were able to make some 
money and save up a few dollars which are 
being spent with the usual indifference thus 
enabling tae store keepers to dispose of their ' 
stock and also of any old thing left over 
from last year. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Tucker and their 
talented daughter, Irma, of New Hope and 
Ascension plantations, were hospitably en- 
tertained this week by Mr. and Mrs. J. K. 
Tucker, of the Armant plantation. 

Dr. Numa HImel attended the meeting of 
planters held in New Orleans last week. 

St. James. 
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' FOREIGN LBTTBRS. 

Berlin. 

Berlin, Dec. 29, 1901. 

(SPECIAL COKRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is nothing new to report with re- 
gard to the meteorological phenomena of the 
week. The mild temperature, quite in con- 
trast to the season, has kept on, whilst there 
has been a little Improvement with refer- 
ence to precipitations, which, after having 
been quite abundant during the first half of 
the week, ceased during the last few days, 
so that the air became dry and bracing, 
causing also some light night frosts. The 
campaign being now almost finished, the cli- 
matic circumstances are of little import "or 
the factories, otherwise, of course, they mu 
be said to be continually unpropitious. Mort 
stress ought to be laid on the course of the 
weather on account of the condition of the 
soil and the winter crops, which, under pres- 
ent circumstances, without a sufficient cover 
of snow, are almost everywhere exposed to 
the inclemencies of the weather. Besides it 
is of paramount importance that a sound 
freeze should set in for the clearing and , 
loosening of the soil, which without such an 
action, would become cloddy and impermea- 
ble, and therefore less adapted for beet grow- 
ing. The fall weather has been so far quite 
anomalous, but it is possible that cold and 
snow will come later on in realization of 
the weather rule of German peasants, "Green 
Christmas, white Easter." The latter, how- 
ever, would mean late sowings. In the bulk 
of the beet districts of France they have had 
some snow, but also not in sufficient quan- 
tity, and partly it has been washed off by 
rain, which, like in Austria, fell at the end 
of the week and was not very welcome to 
the sugar manufacturers. In Holland and 
Belgium, the campaign may be considered as 
closed, with the result of a large beet crop 
and a notable surplus production as com- 
pared with last year. Even in Russia the 
winter season seems not yet to have set in 
in full force, the temperature there being 
mijld and rather dry. 

According to latest official statistics, there 
have been in 1900-1901, like in the preced- 
ing year, six factories of artificial sweet 
stuffs, (saccharin, dulcine, sykorin, etc.,) in 
operation, which put out 189,734 kilograms, 
as against 159,383 kilograms in 1899-1900 and 
146,206 kilograms in 1898-1899. The produc- 
tion, as appears from those figures, is steadi- 
ly growing and so is the import, which 
amounted last year to 16,770 kilogr. and this 
year to 53,600 kilogr. On the other hand ex- 
portation is decreasing, for it fell from 64,- 
200 kilogr. in 1899-1900 to 40,100 kilogr. In 
adding importation and exportation we find 
that in Germany during the last two years 
amounted to 111,953 kilogr. and 203,134 kilo, 
respectively. This signifies an enormous in- 
crease, but may be explained by the circum- 
stance that both dealers and private people 
have bought more freely on account of the 



law in preparation, which provides for tax- , 
ation of the stuff. The quantity of artificial 
sweet stuffs consumed in Germany during 
last campaign is the equivalent of 81,254 
tons of sugar and the government suffers a 
loss of upwards of 18 millions of marks, 
which had been alienated to the imperial 
treasury by the free sale of saccharin and 
kindred substances. It is in the face of these 
developments an urgent necessity that leg- 
islation should begin to deal a little harsher 
with this opponent of sugar, for it must be 
taken into consideration that the sugs^ sup- 
planted by saccharin had to be exported, and 
it depressed the markets of the world. 

The Brussels conference now in session 
has adjourned on the 21st Inst., and accord- 
ing to the resolutions taken, will reassemble 
on January 6. There had been rumors afloat 
that the deliberations of the conference were 
. ^ take place on a fixed programme. This, 
h» vever, has been denied by a Paris corre- 
spc:. lent, at the same time it is asserted that 
na re: lit so far has been reached, which is 
most c- vdible. The senators and deputies of 
those d€, irtments of France which are in- 
terested in sugar growing, have addressed 
petitions to the government wherein the lat- 
ter are urgently requested to make no con- 
cessions whatever which might compromise 
the position of the French industry as 
against their foreign competitors, and they 
demand that the interior legislation of 
France should not be touched (that is the 
indirect bounty) if the countries where kar- 
tells are existing are not willing to do away 
with them. Such a thing is quite out of 
question and, at any rate, as we have al- 
ready pointed out, it is the utmost awkward- 
ness to just at present, when the sugar in- 
dustry of the world is on the verge of ruin, 
throw this question into public and diplo- 
matic discussion. Let times first improve 
before measures of that kind are placed on 
the order of the day. The general outcry is * 
in the face of the disastrous course of prices, 
"restrict beet-growing." But it should be, 
"restrict sugar-growing," for the more and 
the more energetic a curtailing of produc- 
tion is carried out, the sooner the crisis will 
be brought to an end. So far the crisis is 
acute, but every sugar manufacturer should 
do his best to let it not become chronic. The 
idea to form a kind of sugar kartell in Spain, 
having met with considerable difficulties, 
seemed to be abandoned. But according to 
recent advices, the scheme is nearing its 
realization, the fabricants pledging them- 
selves to reduce their production so that it 
shall not surpass about 80,000 tons, the con- 
sumption of the country. The agreement is 
to be valid for three years. 

The markets, as alluded to above, are in 
a most deplorable condition. Prices continue 
dropping and there is no end of this sit- 
uation to be seen. The year closes with quo- 
tations much below the lowest figure ever 
witnessed before and nobody believes that 
the lowest point has been reached. Now, 



let us hope that these dark views will not be 
realized and that the New Year now opening 
will turn out to be better than anticipated. 
Quotations are at Magdeburg for actual 88 
per cent M. 7.60-7.725, and delivery December 
is worth M. 6.65-6.575 f. o. b. Hamburg. Re- 
fined are unchanged. Robbbt Hennig. 



Havana. 



(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCE.) 

Havana, Jan. 10, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — A moderate demand pre- 
vailed during the past week for new sugars 
and if planters had been willing to accept 
ruling offers, a fair amount of business 
might have been effected ; but in expectation 
of the resolutions of the Brussels sugar con- 
ference, which might cause quotations to 
advance in London and a reduction on duties 
in the United States, which would most like- 
ly improve the intrlnsical value of the sta- 
ple, only a few holders are willing to part 
with their stocks at present and sales have 
accordingly been rather limited and they ag- 
gregate only as follows: 

700 bags new centrifugals, 94-95 degrees, 
at 1.70 cent per lb. at Havana, for consump- 
tion. 

3,500 bags new centrifugals, 94^-95 de- 
grees, at from 1.63 to 1.65 cents at Cardenas. 

2,000 bags new centrifugals, 96 degrees, 
at from 1.75 cent, at Matanzas. 

5,000 bags old centrifugals, 94-95 degrees, 
at from 1.72% cent, at Matanzas. 

Owing to a further decline reported from 
New York, towards the middle of the week, 
buyers have withdrawn from the market, 
which closes to-day altogether nominal. 

Weather and Crop Reports — Fine weather 
having set in again, crop operations pro- 
gress under satisfactory conditions and ow- 
ing to the copious rains of the previous week, 
the soil has received a sufficient quantity 
of moisture, which has been quite beneficial 
particularly to the cane fields, the propiti- 
ous atmospherical changes having promoted 
the growth of the tender plant and increased 
the saccharine richness of the older one, 
whose yield in the sugar house has improved 
to a further extent. 

Effects of the overproduction upon the Cu- 
ban Crop — According to the latest estimates, 
the increase of this year's production over 
the previous one, will amount to 1,092,000 
tons, instead of 860,000 that was calculated 
one month ago; of this enormous increase 
378,000 tons will correspond to cane sugar 
and 714,000 to beet produce. 

Such overwhelming output has caused, as 
it is well known, prices to decline in London, 
to 6s. 6d. per quintal, the lowest point ever 
before reached, and which fails to cover the 
manufacturing cost in all the producing 
countries, and can be accepted to-day, only 
by the German producers, who find in the 
bounties and their kartell a compensfition 
to the loss caused them by the low prices 
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at which they are compelled to sell their su- 
gars abroad. 

The price of 1.68 Va to 1.75 cents, ruling at 
this place for good centrifugated sugars, 
basis 96 degrees, which is the equivalent 
of the London quotation, is ruinous to the 
Cuban producers, and if the market does not 
improve soon and a reasonable reduction in 
duties in the United States is not granted 
in the course of the running month, it is 
likely that m,ost of the plantations that have 
already started grinding, will Ife compelled 
to suspend it before they have taken off one- 
half of their estimated crop. 

On the other side, the resistance of plant- 
ers to sell their sugars at ruling prices, is 
altogether unfounded, since by storing them 
under the prevailing circumstances, a great- 
er detriment will undoubtedly befall them, 
assuming that the United States Govern- 
ment grant the requested concessions In 
duties, a more or less longer period is surety 
to elapse before the concession be put in 
force, and if the Cuban manufacturers con- 
tinue holding back their sugars. It Is prob- 
able that the American refiners will take 
advantage of the low prices to acquire in 
Europe fcugar enough to supply their wants 
during two, three or more months, and after 
incurring the expenses of a prolonged stor- 
age, paying several months' interest on bor- 
rowed money, and suffering the heavy losses 
originated by the decrease in the test and 
weight of the stored sugars, will not the dis- 
aster be greater .than the prejudice they 
. might experience by selling their stocks at 
prices ruling at the present moment? 

Besides, inasmuch as the United States 
refiners are confident that the Cuban sugars 
are always at their disposal, since they have 
no other purchases, it matters to them very 
little whether the Cuban planters are willing 
or not to sell their sugars at present, they 
will supply themselves elsewhere, under the 
certainty Of being able to acquire all that 
they naay need hereafter, with a reduction 
in the prices equivalent to whatever rebate 
may be made in duties. 

The alternative is certainly a terrible one 
and it is rather doleful to be obliged to 
sell the staple at a price that does not cover 
manufacturing expenses; but between a 
moderate loss at present and a much larger 
one further on, the choice cannot be doubt- 
ful; the most advisable and prudent con- 
duct that can be followed consists in selling 
the sugar as fast as it is manufactured, in 
order to avert the consequences of the crisis 
that an excessive accumulation of stocks 
would undoubtedly prod^uce ere long. 

T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(special c0rrb8p0ndbncb.) 

Honolulu, Jan. 1, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Rains for the past week have been unusu- 
ally heavy all over the island group. On 
Oahu there has been three days of rain. 



while even heavier rains are reported on 
Hawaii, Maui and Kauai. At Pa-aaloa the 
record for rainfall is said to have been brok- 
en, the total for twenty-four hours having 
been forty inches. Hana, on the eastern side 
of Maui, reports twenty-one inches in twenty- 
four hours, of which fourteen inches are 
said to have fallen in four hours. Around 
Hilo on Hawaii the rains were also unusu- 
ally heavy. 

The Hawaiian plantations are beginning 
to extend their contracts with the big re- 
fineries for longer terms. The Oahu Sugar 
Company has extended its contract with the 
American Sugar Refinery and the Western 
Sugar Refinery to October 1, 1905. Honokaa 
Sugar Company has already taken the same 
action and the Pioneer Mill Company also 
voted to extend the term of contract with 
the same refineries for a term of two years. 
This is in line with an agreement made by 
many of the plantations of Hawaii. Under 
this agreement the refineries agree to pay 
the plantations the market price at New 
York for the day the sugar arrives at that 
port, or if the sugar is delivered at San 
Francisco, they will creait it at the New 
York price minus three-sixteenths cents per 
pound. As a result of this agreement these 
plantations are likely to ship their product 
by way of the Horn, as the San Francisco 
price militates against them to the extent 
of $2.50 per ton, which more than balances 
the freight differences. Some of the plan- 
tations, among them the Makee Sugar Com- 
pany, have not entered Into this agreement 
and the latter company has practically con- 
cluded arrangements with the Globe Naviga- 
tion Company by which their sugar will be 
taken to Seattle and thence shipped across 
the continent by the Northern Route to New 
York, where the sugar market is centered. 

The Makaweli plantation will ask its 
stockholders to authorize an issue of a mil- 
lion dollars in bonds, at the next meeting, 
for the purpose of building a ditch ten to 
twelve miles long to supply the plantation 
with water from the Makaweli stream. Only 
about a third of that amount is needed for 
this purpose, but the larger issue will be 
asked, as within the next few years the ac- 
quisition of new lands, additional water sup- 
ply and alterations in the mill, will make 
the larger sum necessary. 

O. St John Gilbert, of this city, has in- 
vented a new cane loader which he expects 
to solve the bothersome problem. He has 
just returned from the coast, where the 
machine was made on specifications and 
plans furnished by him. Mr. Gilbert be- 
lieves that his cane loader will solve the 
problem of loading cane into cars in the 
fields and will save much of the labor now 
being employed for that purpose. His ma- 
chine has arms wnich extend seventy-five 
feet away from the railroad track and with 
railroad tracks 150 feet apart he expects 
his machine to take in all the cut cane lying 
between. He is backed by local capital. 



New sugar mills are being const ructM at 
the Honolulu Iron Works for the Hana and 
Kohala plantations and are expected to be 
ready for use by the middle of June. Both 
are to be nine-roll crushing plants, and will 
weigh over 200 tons. The work is all to 
be of the heaviest kind, in the Haha mill 
the rolls will be 32x60, while Kohala will 
be 32x66 inches. The mill at Olaa is grind- 
ing cane and from now on its capacity will 
be fully taxed. ' ' 

It is rumored that there is to be a general 
reduction of ten per cent in wages and sala- 
ries at Spreckelsville plantation, one of the 
largest in the islands, and located on Maui. 
It is said that other plantations are likely 
to follow suit. "Hard times" is the reason 
given for the rumored reduction. The Pres- 
ident's message relative to Cuba, Chinese, 
and land law in Hawaii are also given as 
reasons. 

Judge Humphreys has held that trust in- 
vestments in boncfe of McBryde and Waialua 
plantations are not good, because minority 
bondholders are not sufficiently secured. The 
market value of the bonds were not affected 
by the decision, and by some it is alleged 
that the order was made indirectly to strike 
at W. A. Kinney, a heavy stockholder and 
who was instrumental in bringing charges 
against Humphreys at Washington. All 
plantation bonds have similar trust deeds. 

Kaka. 



Barbados. 

From the time I started 50 years ago. at 
what the old folks used to term "the Plant- 
ers* profession," I recpllect seeing what was 
called the "Native Cane" and used to look for 
its re-appearance every year, and it was sure 
to turn up somewhere or other. It was con- 
spicuous for being green of foliage, thick 
and upright in the bunch, not tall, and rare-, 
ly if ever an arrow, but that cane and an- 
other named the Violet I never by any 
chance see now-a-days. The former cane 
perhaps was the first cane grown here, and 
afterwards the Bourbon which seems to have 
been the favorite all about these islands find 
no doubt it was the best all round cane 6i 
any that has ever been known. What with 
the honeyed sweetness of its juice, the more - 
or less golden color, and cleanness of the 
rind, the excellence of the fodder, and the 
nice inflammable quality of the megasa, we 
might well lament the loss of such an un- 
surpassed and grateful plant. y 

Perhaps agriculturists have themselves to J 
blame in a measure. Some years ago, when 
the price of produce fell so low, their minds 
were stirred as to what should be done; well 
the crops must be increased In quantity and 
to do this more artificial manure must be 
used ; gradually the old standard of the man- 
ure was altered. The former standard was '^ 
more after the natural manure such as Peru^ 
vian Guano, but now the ammonia and phos- 
phates must be increased in the percentage, 
and, so to speak, whip and spur were put on, 
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and the plant driven unnaturally, and what 
were the consequences? For the first few 
years there was a better return, but alas! 
("the goose that laid the golcien egg was 
killed") the constitution of the plant became 
debilitated which rendered it more suscepti- 
ble to disease, and finally had to be discard- 
ed. Perhaps a word of warning might not be 
out of place to agriculturalists with respect 
to what Is now termed the "new. varieties." 
There is not in my mind a shadow of a shade 
of doubt but that these canes are dragging 
the soil very much more than the Bourbon 
used to, and they are not fed sufficiently 
with good home-made pen-manure to keep up 
the soil in good condition, but all faith Is 
put in ammonia. The black soil planters are 
going in for the naany ratoons and in the red 
or ratooning soils they are ratooning too. 
high, driving with whip and spur again, and 
if they go on at this rate they will find them- 
selves landed in the same preoicament as 
before. 

I believe better and more lajsting results 
would be obtained by reducing the amount 
of acreage of canes, throwing out certain 
fields and resting them for a season from 
the cane plant, and growing fodder and 
grain for the support of the animals to 
make a better and more manure for a less 
acreage, and reducing the artificial manures 
as well. 

Our soil has been exceedingly productive 
hitherto, and how wonderful when we re- 
flect on the continual cropping for so many 
long years! The seed of this is quite 
sufficient to keep up disease in the plants. 
What the plant exudes might be poison to 
its own kind, while another plant is likely 
to benefit by it; so much for the use of rota- 
tion crops. 

It is a well-known fact that on those plan- 
tations wliich have been conducted on the 
system of throwing out certain fields and 
resting them for the season from the cane 
plant, better results have been obtained than 
on those where this has not been done. 

Our soil, remember, is for the most part 
thin and "made-lands." All this was done 
in days of yore, some very long years ago, 
and a great ^-eal within my time when the 
price of sugar was remunerative and it could 
be afforded to employ labor to do all this, 
and now it is still very expensive to keep 
up this land to make It productive at all, but 
if the price oi produce falls lower during the 
approaching season than it has been, a great 
deal of the so called "made-lands" will re- 
vert to sour grass or pasture, and that means 
less employment for our superabundant 
population. — Barbados Planters' Journal 



is every prospect of our enjoying the ever 
hoped for fine, cool weather at Christmas. 
On many of the estates preparations are al- 
most complete for the re-commencement of 
the annual sugar campaign; and in spite of 
what a few despondent planters seem to fear, 
the general opinion is that the coming crop 
will be a fairly satisfactory one. — Port of 
Spain Gazette, Dec. 19, 1901. 



Trinidad. 

The weather last week was rather unset- 
tled, heavy rains, accompanied in some parts 
of the island with thunder (a most unusual 
phenomenon at this season of the year) , hav- 
ing occurred on several days. Since then, 
however, fairer weather has set in ; and there 



The Perak Su^mr Cultivation Co., Ltd. 

For the sixteenth Annual General Meet- 
ing, which was to be held on 28th November 
the directors submitted the following re- 
port for the twelve months ending on the 
31st of August, 1901: 

Crop. — The area oi the crop, as stated in 
the last report, was 1,550.25 orlongs; a por- 
tion of this was planted to supply the new 
factory whic^ was in course of erection, and 
which, it was thought, would be completed 
in time to take ofT at least a month's crop- 
ping; this, however, was found to be im- 
possible, and it was accordingly decided to 
reduce the crop to the capacity ot the single 
factory, and to carry over the balance to 
next season. The area of the crop so re- 
duced was 1,3T)1 orlongs (1,734.43 acres), 
which practically corresponds with the area 
of the 1899-1900 crop. 

Sugar made from the above area amounts 
to piculs 50,887.62 (3,029 tons), an average 
of piculs 39.1 per orlong (1% tons per acre) ; 
the output of No. 1 sugar amounted to piculs 
40,550, 80 per cent of the whole output. The 
average 'net price realized has been ^6.40 
per picul. 

Plant — Additions to the plant include the 
enlargement of the triple effect, and a "crys- 
tallization in motion" plant. The latter 
process, it is expected, will give substantial 
increase in the return of sugar, besides sav- 
ing labor and simplifying generally the work- 
ing of the factory. 

Estate Extensions — An area of 260.50 or- 
longs, of which 187.60 orlongs are leased to 
cane contractors, has been added to the cul- 
tivation during the year. 

Klompang Estate — A large area of this 
estate, hitherto referred to as the New Con- 
cession, has been brought into cultivation 
during the past year. The new machinery 
for the manufacture of basket sugar has 
been erected, and is ready to start crushing 
with the commencement of the new crop. 

Rubber — Seventeen thousand trees have 
been planted, covering an area of 90 acres; 
the manager intends to lay out a further 
15 acres as soon as he can obtain seeds. All 
the trees planted out are reported as doing 
well. 

Crop, 1901-1902 — The area under cane for 
next crop is 2,161.75 orlongs, to be taken off 
by the two factories; of this area 1,007.60 or- 
longs are under lease to cane contractors. 
The output from the Gula factory has al- 
ready been sold at an average net price of 
about $6.50 per picul. 

Account — ^Working account for the twelve 



months shows a profit of Tls. 61,773.93, which 
is transferred to profit and loss account, 
which account, after deducting the interim 
dividend of 3 per cent (Tls. 10,323) paid on 
30th April, shows a credit balance of Tls. 
59,930.37. The manager's commission and 
bonus to the staff amount to Tls. 4,183.30, 
leaving an available balance of Tls. 55,747.07, 
which the directors propofee to divide as fol- 
lows: 

Tls. 
A final dividend to shareholders of 9 
per cent, making a total of 12 

per cent for the year 30,969.00 

To place to reserve fund 15,000.00 

To write off depreciation from plant, 

buildings, launch and furniture 7,958.02 
Carrying forward 1,820.05 

Total 55,747.07 

Directors — Mr. J.. Stenhouse resigned his 
seat on the board on the return of Mr. W. 
D. Little to Shanghai. Mr. Little, on the in- 
vitation of the directors, rejoined the board, 
and his appointment requires the confirma- 
tion of the shareholders. Mr. J. M. Mc- 
Michael retires by rotation, as required by 
the articles of association, but being eligible, 
offers himself for re-election. 

Presentation to Mr. Dudgeon — In accord- 
ance with the instructions received from the 
shareholders at the last annual meeting, a 
service of plate was purchased and has been 
presented to Mr. Dudgeon. 

Auditor — In the absence of the company's 
auditor, Mr. G. R. Wingrove, the accounts 
have been audited by Mr. C. H. King. The re- 
appointment of Mr. Wingrove will be pro- 
posed at the annual meeting. — Penang Ga- 
zette. Dec. 5. 

W. V. Drummond, Chairman. 

Shanghai, 16th November, 1901. 

Cane Association for the West indies 

At a meeting of the Trinidad Agricultu- 
ral Society held on the 11th inst, the gover- 
nor presiding, the following report of the 
sugar committee on Professor Carmody's mo- 
tion was adopted: The committee beg to re- 
port that they view with favor the motion 
of Professor Carinody referred to them by 
the society, that a combination of cane su- 
gar producers should be formed for the pur- 
pose of making arrangements for the sale of 
"cane" nugar; and they recommend: 

"That the society communicate with agri- 
cultural societies in the other West Indian 
colonies, requesting their co-operation. That 
Professor Carmody be authorized at his dis- 
cretion to bring the matter before the Agri- 
cultural Conference to be held at Barbados 
in January, with a view to obtaining the sup- 
port of the conference to the proposal on the 
following bases, viz., (a) That the object 
of the association be to point out to Euro- 
pean, and especially British, consumers, the 
superiority of cane sugar and to institute 
prosecutions in respect of the sale of any 
article sold as cane sugar other than the 
product of the sugar cane, (b) That all 
growers of sugar cane in the British West 
Indies be requested to join the association, 
(c) That the funds necessary for the em- 
ployment of a suitable agent of the associa- 
tion, and for other expenses connected with 
the work, be provided by a contribution of 
2d upon each ton of sugar exported. — The 
Mirror. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Beet Sus^ar^Notes. 

The committee appointed by the farmers 
of San Luis valley recently visited Denver 
to interview prominent sugar factory men 
there in regard to building a beet sugar fac- 
tory in the San Luis valley. It is reported 
that this committee bas the promise from 
J. W. Rubey, a wealthy banker of Golden, 
Colo., that if they are unable to get the 
Great Western CJonstruction CJompany to 
put up a factory, he will provide the neces- 
sary capital. Mr. Rubey owns a large tract 
of land in that vicinity, which he intends 
settling with Nebraskan Memnonites. 



Mr. J. E. Moury, who has a farm near 
Lamar, Colo., is feeding his hogs on sugar 
beets, and although they get no grain what- 
ever, he reports that they are fattening 
rapidly and very satisfactorily. 



The number of acres of land planted in 
sugar beets in the state of Colorado in 1901 
is stated to be 21,800, which are estimated 
to have produced 25,000 tons of beets with 
an average sucrose content of 17 per cent. 
There were four beet sugar factories in 
operation in Colorado in 1901, and at pres- 
ent there are two more building. 



The beet sugar industry was opened in 
Colorado thre« years ago by the building 
and operating of the factory at Grand Junc- 
tion, which was followed the next year by 
the erection of the Sugar City factory, by 
the National Sugar Manufacturing Com- 
pany, and the Rocky Ford plant by the Amer- 
ican Beet Sugar Company. These in turn 
were this year followed by the factory put 
np at Love] and by the Great Western Con- 
struction Company, which will have its ca- 
pacity enlarged this year to double its pres- 
ent output, and will be able to handle from 
1,000 to 1,200 tons of beets daily next sea- 
son. This factory at Loveland is the first 
built in northern Colorado. 



The magnificent plant at Rocky Ford is 
the largest beet sugar factory in operation 
in Colorado, and has consumed this year 
from 1,200 to 1,300 tons of beets daily. . The 
factory manufactured 98,000 tons of beets 
into sugar this year. 



The factory at Grand Junction, which is 
owned by the Colorado Sugar Manufactur- 
ing Company, handled about 4,000 acres of 
beets from Mesa county this season. 



The Sugar City plant has a daily capacity 
of 600 tons of beets and the crop is estimated 
at about 70,000 tons. 



Mr. W. H. Gilbert, of Lansing, Mich., who 
has been experimenting on beet pulp as a 
fattening food for lambs and sheep, reports 
that his test has been very satisfactory; 
that the sheep are extremely fond of the 
pulp, and that tney have increased greatly 
^^ fat and value since using the pulp. 



The sugar companies of Michigan have 
selected Mr. N. H. Stewart, attorney of the 
Kalamazoo Beet Sugar Company, to repre- 
sent them before the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the house at the hearing which 
has been granted. Mr. Stewart will be as- 
sisted by Mr. W. L. Churchill, of Bay City, 
Julius Stroh, of Detroit, H. B* Joy, of Caro, 
and N. B. Bradley, of Alma. 



It is reported that a coal famine struck 
Bay City, Mich., in the early part of the 
month and that the Bay City sugar factory 
was compelled to shut down for a day on 
account of lack of fuel. The cause of the 
famine is said to be lack of cars. 



Experiments made by Mr. C. D. Smith, 
director of the Michigan Experiment Sta- 
tion and superintendent of the Agricultural 
College, show that after three years* cultivsr 
tion in beets the fertility of a piece of land 
becomes greatly exhausted and the use of 
fertilizers is necessary thereafter to get the 
land in good condition again. 



It was reported late in December that the 
West Btiy City and Michigan Sugar com- 
panies were recalling their beet acreage 
solicitors from the fields and would make 
no more contracts for next fall, the uncer- 
tain outlook for sugar being the cause. This 
report is vigorously denied by the Bay City 
factories, who claim that these rumors are 
circulated by rivals in the sugar business. 



A canvass will be made at Lindsay, Mich., 
to endeavor to secure 5,000 acres of beets 
for the purpose of supplying a beet sugar 
factory which is very much desired by that 
town. 



The foundations for the buildings of the 
Valley Sugar Company at CarroUton, Mich., 
are reported as ready for the superstructure, 
and work thereon will be started as soon 
as the weather permits. Most of the brick 
and twenty carloads of iron are already on 
the grounds waiting for the work. 



It is reported that Lapeer, Mich., has 
abandoned hope for a 1902 beet sugar fac- 
tory. 



Plans are on foot for the building of a 
big stock teeding establishment and slaught- 
er house near the beet sugar factory at 
I^ansing, Mich. 



The Lansing factory expected to shut down 
January 15th. This factory. has averaged 
a consumption of about 700 tons of beets 
dally. 



The West Bay City' factory completed its 
campaign January 6, having had a season 
of about 110 days. The low grade sugars 
will take about ten days* work. 



January 10th was the date set for test- 
ing the machinery of the German-American 
beet sugar factory at Bay City, and if every- 
thing proved satisfactory, the company ex- 



pected to start regular operations on the 
15th, and expects to continue for about forty- 
five days. 



The Detroit Sugar Company has finished 
a successful season, consuming 28,000 tons 
of beets from 1,200 acres of land, and mak- 
ing 7,000,000 pounds of sugar. 



The Illinois Beet Growers' Association 
held its annual meeting at Bloomington, 
111., January 10. The program stated that 
the meeting was to be opened by an address 
by President F. H. Rankin, of the Univers- 
ity of Illinois, who was to be followed by 
H. Scelly, superintendent of the agricultural 
department of the Standard Beet Company, 
of Leavitt, Nebraska, with a paper on Re- 
quirements for a Successful Beet Sugar Fac- 
tory. J. W. Jones, of Lincoln, was down for 
an address on Why Should Illinois Produce 
Her Own Sugar. Papers on Seed Produc- 
tion and Why the Sugar Beet Industry 
Should be Encouraged, were assigned re- 
spectively to Mr. C. P. Bull, of the Univers- 
ity of Illinois and F. Rhodus, editor of the 
Beet Sugar Gazette, of Chicago. 



The Commissioner of Agriculture of the 
state of New York reports that about 47,- 
000 tons of beets were raised in that state 
the past year for sugar manufacturing^ pur- 
poses, from which about 9,000,000 pounds of 
sugar would be secured. 



Reports from Norfolk, Nebraska, dated 
January 4, state that the sugar factory there 
had just finished a very successful campaign 
of eighty-eight days, during which 31,500 
tons of beets were handled. The average 
price paid for beets was about |4.50 per ton, 
and it is stated that the same prices will 
prevail for the coming crop. 



The Sioux City, Iowa, Beet Syrup and 
Preserving Company is getting in its ma- 
chinery now and is having an electric light 
plant installed. 



The beet sugar factory at Logan, Utah, 
will probably not finish the crop until late 
in January or the first of February. It is 
reported that large improvements will be 
made on both the Logan and Ogden factories. 

During the past year the production of 
beet sugar in Utah is reported to have ex- 
ceeded the demand for home consumption 
to the extent of 12,000,000 pounds, and the 
state has shipped sugar to Wyoming, Idaho, 
Montana, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Mis- 
souri. 



Beets will be raised this season at Canary, 
Waupaca county. Wis., and shipped to the 
Menomonee Falls factory next campaign. 

The Menomonee Falls plant is reported as 
getting a larger tonnage than originally ex- 
pected and will probably be in operation till 
the end of January, 



A party of 100 Greeks have been taken 
to Stockton, Cal., and will cultivate beets 
on the Naglee Burke tract in the San Joa- 
quin. These Greeks came from Ogden, Utah, 
where they had been employed in the beet 
fields, and are reported as being experts in 
the culture. 



The by-law appropriating |4,000 for the 
purchase of a site for the Gait beet sugar 
factory was passed at Gait, Ontario, on Janu- 
ary 6, by a vote of 868 against 43. 
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Meeting of Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association 

New Orleans, La., Jan. 9, 1902. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:20 
p. m., with President Rost in the chair. Sec- 
retary Dykers at his desk, and a large num- 
ber of members present 

The secretary had on his desk a letter 
from Humphrey & Grant attorneys at Sagi- 
naw, Mich., which was read and referred as 
reported in our last issue. 

The President: Gentlemen, the Chair 
would suggest that the association must de- 
termine whether any resolutions will be 
passed, or any expression of opinion made, 
by this body, to affirm, or approve, or adopt, 
or ratify, the action taken at the public meet- 
ing held to-day by the Cane Growers' Asso- 
ciation. You know that the Cane Growers' 
Association have come out in public with a 
series of resolutions earnestly . protesting 
against any reduction of the duty on sugar, 
and against any system of reciprocity with 
our colonies. That stand has been taken 
by the Cane Growers* Association, and those 
resolutions will be sent to all our members 
of Congress and to our Senators. The Lou- 
isiana Sugar Planters' Association will this 
evening have to decide whether they will 
pass resolutions of their own on the same 
lines, or whether they will endorse and rat- 
ify tne action of the Cane Growers' Asso- 
ciation. 

The next communication on the desk is a 
letter from a fuel oil expert, addressed to 
the association — Mr. Joachim, of Beaumont 
Texas, called "The Trans-Mississippi Oil & 
Mineral Co." — making some giltedged offers 
to the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association. 

The President: What is your pleasure 
with regard to this communication A mo- 
tion should be made, either simply to receive 
it and do nothing further or it should be 
received and published (if you think it of 
sufficient interest to be published) in the pro- 
ceedings of the association, without taking 
further action, so that the members of the 
association will have an opportunity of see- 
ing the terms that are offered. This may be 
a good opening for the future, in the way 
of fuel oil. If you gentlemen think it would 
be better to have the communication appear 
in the proceedings of the association, a mo- 
tion would be in order to have it received 
and published; otherwise, a simple motion 
to receive it would be sufficient: 

On motion of Mr. L. M. Soniat, the com- 
nciunication referred to was ordered received. 

The President: The next communication 
is a letter addressed to this association as a 
member of the American Protective Tariff 
League of New York, Circular No. 173. The 
secretary will read the circular. 

The circular in question is thereupon read 
by the secretary. 

The President: It would be well to re- 
mind you that the association was asked, 
some two or three years ago, to become a 
member of the American Protective Tariff 
League; and upon our consenting to do so, 
we paid the membership due of $100. I 
don't remember that any dues have been paid 
since. 

The secretary informs me that the dues 
have been paid regularly and that they are 
not always the same — sometimes $60 and 
sometimes more. Now, this is simply a no- 
tice of the annual meeting for the election 
of a Board of Managers. You will see by 
the communication that. Mr. Henry McCall, 
of Louisiana, is a member of that board. On 
motion of Gen. W. J. Behan, the said com- 
munication was ordered received. 

The President: There is one more letter 



on the desk, addressed to the association by 
Dr. W. C. Stubbs, with reference to the Su- 
gar Experiment Station, and the use of the 
Agricultural Hall at the station for the meet- 
ings of the Sugar Planters' Association. The 
secretary will read the letter. 

The letter in question was read by the 
secretary. 

The President: You have heard the 
communication from Dr. Stubbs; what is 
your pleasure with regard to it The Chair 
will decide that the communication can 
either be disposed of without discussion, or 
that discussion is in order, if any gentleman 
wishes to take up the matter, or that the 
communication can be received as the others 
have been. 

Mr. H. S. Crozler: I would suggest that 
the association tender thanks to Dr. Stubbs 
for his generous offer. I think, however, 
that it would be a good idea not to have the 
meetings there regularly, but to hold two 
or three of them during the season, on the 
most propitious dates. I think this would 
probably meet with the approbation of the 
association. The main trouble is that a 
great many of the sugar planters come in on 
the evening trains, for the purpose of at- 
tending our meetings, and they wouldn't 
want to go that distance for a night meet- 
ing. So I simply throw it out as a sugges- 
tion: that we could have two, or three, or 
four meetings up there during the season — 
say one during the manufacturing part of 
the season, and one or two during the cul- 
tivating part. 

The President: With your permission, I 
will read two lines of Dr. Stubbs' letter, 
where his motive is expressly stated: "I 
make this proffer in order that your head- 
quarters may become permanently estab- 
lished up here" — that is the part I consider 
essential — "and in order that I may be able 
to put the station in closer touch with the 
sugar industry of the state." As stated be- 
fore, discussion is in order; and the Chair 
thinks it would be of great interest to hear 
expressions of opinion, without taking final 
action. Mr. Crozier seems to think that we 
could hold occasional meetings, but not all 
of them, up there. That is your idea, Mr. 
Crozier? 

Mr. Crozier: Yes, sir. 

Gen. Behan: I very much agree with Dr. 
Stubbs* idea, and I think it is a good one. 
While it might be somewhat inconvenient 
to the country members to attend meetings 
at the park, and would take up a great deal 
of the time of the city members, still, noth- 
ing is accomplished without some sacrifice. 
I like Dr. Stubbs' idea very much, indeed, 
and for myself, will vote in favor of accepting 
his proposition as a whole. I recommend it 
to the other gentlemen. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: I think, as Mr. Crozier 
does, that often the members would not have 
time, coming in on the evening trains, to 
go away up there. Even close as we are, the 
members often fail in attendance; but if 
our meetings were held up there, we would 
perhaps not get any at all. I believe, though, 
that at certain times, or on certain special 
occasions, if there was an appeal made to 
the planters and overseers, we would be able 
to have very fine meetings at the station; 
but not all the time. 

Col. Richard McCall: I am afraid I have 
to differ with you all. My belief is that the 
nearer you keep the association right down 
here, in the center of the city, the better it 
will be, the more people you will have, the 
deeper the interest in our proceedings. If 
you have any special occasion, or any special 
something that must be done or heard, then 
you could call a meeting up there, probably, 
in the daytime. But to hold the regular 



monthly meetings of the Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation anywhere but right in the center of 
the city, will be to sound the death knell of 
those meetings. • 

The President: We are thankful for the 
frank expression of your opinion. 

Dr. Stubbs: Mr. President, I am as far 
removed as any of you from wishing, for 
one moment, the destruction of the Sugar 
Planters' Association. My object in extend- 
ing this offer was two-fold. We have been 
moving about, since we have been here, to 
various headquarters, and I thought we 
might have a permanent place where at 
least the secretary could be. Our present 
quarters are not free of cost to us, but I 
reckon that most of the planters are aware 
of the fact that the Sugar Experiment Sta- 
tion has been at their service, for almost any 
purpose, free of cost. 

My second motive, however, was a selfish 
one. I believe that if we could get the plan 
ters, the managers, the overseers, the sugar- 
makers, etc.. in closer touch with the sta- 
tion and with each other, we could accom- 
plish much greater good than we are now 
doing. I therefore suggested the daytime, 
so they could come up in the morning— I 
didn't want to put it in the letter, because 1 
didn't want to make it one of the conditions, 
but I will also agree to furnish a lunch, sand- 
wiches, etc., for those who come up for that 
purpose; and if we can get them to spend an 
hour or so examining the station and looking 
into what it is doing, and then an hour or 
two for the meeting, I think It would be 
mutually beneficial to the station and to 
those who attend. 

I drew my ideas entirely from my exper- 
ience in Calhoun. We had monthly meetings 
there, which were very largely attended. 
They would come from every direction on 
the trains, which arrived at convenient hours 
in the morning, and would spend the day in 
examining critically our experiments, and 
in very pleasant discussion of whatever sub- 
ject might be assigned for the occasion. I 
think these meetings were perhaps product- 
ive of more good than anything else. 

Now, the Sugar Experiment Station is in- 
tended to be to this section of the state ex- 
actly what Calnoun is to the northern por- 
tion; and I feel that we would receive fresh 
inspiration in our work, and be very much 
encouraged, to say the least of it, if we could 
have a goodly outpouring of planters who 
would come and make a critical investiga- 
tion and inspection of what we are doing. It 
was this that prompted me to make tl;e offer; 
but, of course, I am ready to abide by the 
wishes of tne association, and If, in their 
judgment, it would not reaound to their in- 
terest, I beg them not to accept. However, 
I offer the services of the station to you all, 
and it is left with you whether you will ac- 
cept, or not. If you do accept, we will prom- 
ise to do everything in our power to make 
your meetings interesting as well as in- 
structive; and we will do all we can, not 
only to make your meetings interesting, but 
to redound to the benefit of the Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association. 

Mr. Soniat: I would make this sugges- 
tion to Dr. Stubbs: If we continue our 
monthly meetings here at night, there is 
nothing to prevent his inviting our members, 
at certain times oi the year, to come up on 
the same day that our meetings are held. A 
good many who would come to the city and 
would have the time, would go up there, and 
perhaps in that way the purpose could be 
accomplished. 

Dr. Stubbs: I think every planter in the 
state has understood, ever since we have 
been here, that they have a standing invi- 
tation to come up at all times. They will al- 



Digitized by 



Google 



January 18, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAH MANUFACT;7RER. 



43 



ways find us willing to receive them. 

Mr. Crozier: As I don't understand the 
discussion exactly, I would bring the thing 
to a close by making the motion that the 
Chair accept Dr. Stubbs* offer, and call one 
or two meetings, or three or four meetings, 
up there, so that we could give it a trial and 
eat his sandwiches and see how we like 
them. I am satisfied, and I agree with Dr. 
Stubbs, that if we can get a crowd to go 
there in the daytime, it will be productive 
of a great deal of good. 

Dr. Stubbs: I would prefer tnat you act 
not hastily. I would rather have a motion 
to place it on the table, and let it be con- 
sidered, because I wouldn't like to make an 
attempt and fail. At the same time, I would 
like every member to thoroughly think over 
and digest it. 

The President: The Chair would suggest 
that the offer of Dr. Stubbs be received, with 
thanks, and that it be referred either to the 
Executive Committee, or, if you gentlemen 
prefer, to a special committee, to study the 
matter up and report at tne next meeting of 
the association. Of course, a motion could 
be made to try the change, and tnat the next 
meeting be held in the daytime; but it will 
be better, as the next meeting is a winter 
meeting, to let this change (if any be made) 
not be made before spring. It would be 
proper, then, for this matter to be referred, 
and let the committee report on it at the 
next meeting, after looking into it. 

Gen. Behan: I move that the communi- 
cation of UT. Stubbs be received and referred 
to the Executive Committee. And that the 
thanks of uie association be tendered to the 
Doctor for his kind ouer. Whereupon, the 
motion was adopted unanimously. 

The President: We have disposed of all 
communications except the first one that 
was read, from Humphrey & Grant, attor- 
neys, at Saginaw, Mich, inat letter has not 
yet been disposed of. The Chair, after the 
reading of tne letter, suggested that it would 
be proper for the association to go on record 
with regard to the questions which were 
passed upon and decided to-day at the meet- 
ing of the Cane Growers* Association. First 
of all, a motion will be in order to dispose 
of the letter of Humphrey & Grant by mov- 
ing that it be received. 

Dr. Stubbs: I move that it be received. 

Mr. Soniat: Before we act on the motion, 
I suggest that there be some further action. 
This seems to be an important matter, and 
if we simply receive it, it looks like that 
would be the end of it; whereas, if there 
was any way by whiah we could furnish 
these statistics or that information, to those 
gentlemen, I think it would be a very good 
move. 

Mr. Crozier: I move that it be received 
by the association and referred to Dr. Stubbs 
to be answered. 

Dr. Stubbs: No, sir. They want to know 
the cost per pound of making refined sugar 
in Louisiana. I would rather refer it to 
some person who has had more experience, 
and been refining on a larger scale. I am 
only experimenting. 

The President: The gentlemen state that 
they ajre engaged in a campaign of educa- 
tion for the purpose of placing the facts with 
respect to American sugar production be- 
fore the American newspapers and mem- 
bers of Congress; the object being, princi- 
pally, to correct misstatements which appear 
sometimes in the New York Tribune, and 
sometimes in other papers. The letter says: 
"The New York Tribune has been persist- 
ently publishing correspondence and edito- 
rials in the interest of reduction of the duty 
on Cuban sugar. The statements made in 
this paper are so grossly inaccurate and mis- 



leading, that I have attempted to correct 
them by letter" — which this firm evidently 
wrote. Then: "In the New York Commercial 
of Dec. 16, we are told, in a long editorial 
regarding the price of sugar, it costs to pro- 
duce granulated sugar from Cuban cane 4^4 
cents; that from Louisiana cane it only 
costs 3 Mi cents, and from American beets 
3.15 cents. We presume the statement is 
as grossly inaccurate with respect to the cost 
of producing sugar from American cane as 
it is from American beets, and would thank 
you for the figures. We think that the sugar 
planters of the South, as well as the rice and 
tobacco growers, should join with us and 
work to prevent this menace to our indus- 
tries." 

These gentlemen ask for statistics and 
ofilcial figures, to show that the figures given 
in this newspaper are misstatements. That 
is what they ask, and nothing more. 

Mr. Richard McCall : Haven't we in Wash- 
ington now the secretary of the Sugar Ex- 
change, who is, to a certain extent, looking 
after our interests — Mr. D. D. Colcock. 

The President: He is not from the Sugar 
Planters' Association. 

Mr. McCall: I know that, but he is look- 
ing after our interests. Now, he is thor- 
oughly posted with regard to all matters of 
this kind, as much so as any of us. He is in 
closer touch with the information that these 
gentlemen want than we probably are. How 
would it do for this association to refer that 
letter to him, and let him answer it? 

Hon. Jas. A. Ware: Excuse me, Mr. Pres- 
ident; I have just come in. where does Ihat 
inquiry come from? 

The Piesident: From a firm at Saginaw, 
Mich., Messrs. Humphrey & Grant, attor- 
neys and counsellors at law, who are work- 
ing up there for the beet sugar people. They 
say they are engaged in a •campaign of edu- 
cation, and it seems that whenever they see 
any misstatements in the New York papers 
(they mention the Tribune and the Com- 
mercial), they try to correct those state- 
ments; and as certain statements have been 
made by those papers, regarding the cost 
of making Louisiana sugar, these gentlemen 
would like to have the figures showing the 
truth of the matter, so as to correct these 
inaccurate newspaper articles. Mr. McCall 
suggests that the letter of Messrs. Humphrey 
& Grant be referred to Mr. Colcock at Wash- 
ington, as he is there to represent the in- 
terests of the Cane Growers' Association, 
and, of course, the sugar industry of Lou- 
isiana. 

Mr. Ware: In view of the fact that there 
is going to be a committee appointed — very 
soon, I presume — to represent the Louisiana 
sugar interests, and, among them, the Lou- 
isiana sugar planters, I move that this mat- 
ter be referred to that committee immediate- 
ly after its appointment. Then they can 
turn it over to Mr. Colcock, , or prepare the 
statistics, themselves. It is true, that Mr. 
Colcock, is now our only representative in 
Washington ; but I understand that this com- 
mittee is to be selected to represent the 
sugar interests, and of which committee Mr. 
Colcock will be a member, and a very val- 
uable one, too. Therefore, I would suggest 
as a substitute for Mr. McCall's suggestion, 
that this correspondence be turned over to 
that committee immediately after its ap- 
pointment. I haven't the slightest idea of 
who the committee will be, but I take it for 
granted that they will be representative men, 
competent to take charge of this matter; and 
they can either prepare these statistics, them- 
selves, or turn the matter over to Mr. Col- 
cock, as they see fit. 

The President: Your motion would be 
that the secretary turn over this correspond- 



ence to whatever committee will be appoint- 
ed to go to Washington? 

Mr. Ware: I presume, of course, that the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association will 
act in concert with the Cane Growers' As- 
sociation. But, whether that is the case, or 
not — 

The President: The motion would be that 
the communication of these parties be re- 
ceived, and the secretary be instructed to 
turn it over to whatever committee is ap- 
pointed to go to Washington. 

Mr. Ware: Yes, sir. 

The Chair states the motion to the asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Soniat: It seems to me that they call 
for figures. Why not let our secretary write 
to as many manufacturers as there are in 
the state, and ask them for the figures? 
Wouldn't that be better than leaving it to 
a committee, who, especially if they have to 
go to Washington, have other matters to 
attend to, and probably may not have the 
time or leisure to look into this? Again, 
they could only speak for themselves, and 
not for the generality of us.' So it seems to 
me that if the secretary would write to (say) 
fifty or a hundred manufacturers — . The 
question is about granulated, isn't it? 

The Secretary: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Soniat: Well, that cuts it down, be- 
cause the manufacturers of granulated sugar 
are few; and if the secretary would write 
to them he would probably get a prompt 
answer, and perhaps more accurate informa- 
tion than would be secured by the commit- 
tee. I would offer that as a substitute. 

The President: Will Mr. Ware accept the 
substitute? 

Mr. Ware: It seems to me almost impos- 
sible at this time that the secretary in 
Washington could get the information. 

Mr. Soniat: I mean our secretary. 

Mr. Ware: And he would transmit the 
information to whom? 

Dr. Stubbs: To the committee. 

Mr. Soniat: To the committee, or direct 
to the parties who ask for it. 

Mr. Ware: Well, I have no objection to 
getting all the information we can on the 
subject 

The President: I will read, again, two 
lines of this letter: "In the New York Com- 
mercial of Dec. 16, we are told, in a long 
editorial regarding the price of sugar, it 
costs to produce granulated sugar from Cu- 
ban cane 4^4 cents; that from Louisiana 
cane it only costs 3% cents, and from Amer- 
ican beets 3.15 cents. We presume' the state- 
ment is as grossly inaccurate with respect 
to the cost of producing sugar from Amer- 
ican cane as it is fit)m American beets, and 
would thank you for the figures." 

Mr. Ware: I have no objection to Mr. 
Soniat's amendment; that is, that the secre- 
tary of the Sugar Planters' Association write 
and get the views of the different planters, 
and which he will communicate to this com- 
mittee going on to Washington. 

The President: You still think the cor- 
respondence should be turned over to the 
committee Is that -your motion — ^together 
with the information that the secretary may 
obtain? 

Mr. Soniat: The only objection I see is 
that the committee might pigeon-hole the 
information, and it might never reach the 
parties. Or they might be travelling, or very 
busy with something else, and forget to 
answer; whereas, if it was the business of 
our secretary to secure the information, he 
would transmit it in a very short time. 

Mr. McCall: I think we are going through 
a lot of red-tape for a very small thing. All 
this information has been given at various 
times. Col. Hill and Mr. Colcock have been 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 8. 



in Washington during each of the last two 
sessions of Congress; and they went armed 
with all the Information necessary. Now, 
the time is very short Mr. Oxnard, who is 
leading the beet men in Washington, is 
there. I judge that Col. Hill is working In 
unison with Mr. Colcock, and any informa- 
tion given to these gentlemen, I should think, 
will find its way quickly to Mr. Oxnard. We 
want to act quickly. We have no time to sit 
down and write sugar planters, who ate im- 
mersed in troubles of their own just now, for 
their views. These things are well known; 
all the facts are there; and these gentlemen 
want facts. I have seen these statements 
made by the New York papers; they have 
been made for the last few months contin- 
uously. I don't wonder that, taking a deep 
interest in beet culture, this gentleman 
wants to put a stop to this if he can, by in- 
troducing statistics that will refute those 
articles. And the statistics are all there; 
Col. Hill and Mr. Colcock have thenft. Why 
not let this matter go through the proper 
channels, and find its way directly to this 
man, so that he will have the information 
inside of a very few diys or a week? If you 
refer the matter to the sugar planters, it 
will be at least ten days or two weeks before 
you get anything done, and it will turn out 
to be simply a case of ''funeral baked meats." 

Mr. Ware: Col. Hill is not there. 

Mr. McCall: Well, Mr. Oxnard is, and Mr. 
Colcock. 

The President: The original motion was 
to turn the matter over to the committee. 

Mr. McCall: Yes, if it ever goes there. 
We might as well *'get down to brass tacks." 
I haven't hecu-d of the committee being ap- 
pointed, or a fund being raised to send them 
on. This Information is asked for at once, 
and It should be furnished quickly. 

Mr. Ware: I was perfectly satisfied to 
accede to Mr. Soniat's motion, in order to 
have the inquiry made; but I don't think 
it will get there in time for either Col. Hill 
and Mr. Colcock, or this committee. If it 
is decided to have the inquiries made, no 
harm can be done; but it is necessary for 
whoever may be selected — Col. Hill and Mr. 
Colcock, or |his committee — ^to answer these 
gentlemen before we can get the inquiries 
out to the planters and back again. How- 
ever, I don't object to your putting the ques- 
tions to them all. That won't prevent them 
from going on and giving the answers them- 
selves; and so I think Mr. McCall's ideas 
and mine are perfectly consistent. 
. The President: If I understand it correct- 
ly, the motion by Mr. Ware is that the cor- 
respondence be turned over to the commit- 
tee to be appointed to go on to Washington; 
that the communication be received, and the 
secretary directed to turn it over to this 
committee when appointed. Mr. Soniat ad- 
ded, that before turning the communication 
over to the committee, the secretary write 
the manufacturers of granulated sugar and 
get answers to the questions which these gen- 
tlemen ask. , 

Mr. Ware: I didn't understand that Mr. 
Soniat wanted the secretary to make the in- 
quiry before this communication was turned 
over to the committee. I would not accept 
that. 

Mr. Soniat: I withdraw the substitute. 

The President: Then the motion recurs 
as put by Mr. Ware: that the correspond- 
ence be received, and turned over to such 
committee as may be appointed by either 
the sugar planters or the Cane Growers' 
to go to Washington, to be answered by that 
committee. 

There being no objection to said motion, 
as put, the same was declared carried. 

The President: Now, gentlemen, in the 



way of new business, there is nothing else 
to do, unless you have resolutions or any 
matters you wish to bring up before the as- 
sociation. The Chair has already suggested 
that you had the choice of either endorsing 
the course taken by the Cane Growers* As- 
sociation to-day, in going on record as pro- 
testing against a reduction of the tariff du- 
ties or any kind of reciprocity; or if you 
think the work done by the Cane Growers' 
Association sufficient, and needing no further 
expression from the Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation, you are perfectly free to so consid- 
er it. If the association thinks that no fur- 
ther action need be taken by them, then 
there is no new business before the meeting, 
and the next thing to come up would be the 
discussion of the topic of the evening, which 
is a topic selected two months ago. It was 
discussed at the November meeting, and 
then adjourned over to the meeting in De- 
cember, when, owing to various causes, there 
was no quorum present, and an adjournment 
was had to this month. So that the topic 
for November comes up again as the general 
topic for discussion this evening. That topic 
is the question of labor for taking off the 
sugar crop. Papers on this topic were pre- 
sented last November, and there was then 
an oral discussion; and as a great many 
planters were absent, it was deemed advisa- 
ble to let the matter remain over so as to 
be further discussed at the next meeting. 
The subject is now open to discussion from 
volunteer debaters. Mr. Soniat, can you give 
us any further information on this question 
of labor for the taking off of the sugar crop? 
W« would like to know whether Iberville has 
been one of the afflicted parishes thfs year, 
or not 

Mr. Soniat: I wasn't present when the 
discussion came up. 

The President' It was the question of 
securing labor in the face of the famine or 
scarcity of lAbor which prevailed in No- 
vember. The question was presented as to 
the best means in the future of obviating this 
labor famine at a time when we wanted to 
save our crops. 

Mr. Crozier: I think we ought to take 
some action on the matter you have just re- 
ferred to. The least we can do is* to ratify 
the meeting held to-day; and as that meet- 
ing was poorly advertised, I think the Su- 
gar Planters' Association ought to do some 
thing to wake up the people in the country. 
I therefore move that you appoint a com- 
mittee, one from each parish, to call meet- 
ings in the parishes in which they live. 

The President: The Chair asked just now 
if any action would be taken, and everybody 
remained silent. The Chair asked if there 
was any other new business, and again there 
was silence. So the Chair called up the topic 
for discussion; and your motion is out of 
order unless you suspend the discussion. 

Mr. Stubbs: I move to suspend the dis- 
cussion, and give Mr. Crozier an opportu- 
nity to present his motion. 

The discussion was thereupon suspended 
unanimously. 

The President: Mr. Crozier has ttie fioor, 
and the Chair is glad to see this matter come 
up before us, because some expression should 
come from our association. 

Mr. Crozier: I think it Is necessary for 
the Sugar Planters' Association to ratify that 
meeting and express their gratification and 
co-operation in this matter. As I said be- 
fore, though the meeting was poorly adver- 
tised, it will be productive of good, because 
it has stirred up the whole city, and I think 
this association ought to appreciate it, and 
ought to go out into the country and make 
similar resolutions. Let it come from every 
parish in the state that has any interest 



in the matter. I don't care if there is only 
a half dozen people there; it only takes three 
to hold a meeting. The people ought to be 
waked up to the situation, and we ought to 
call upon the whole country to ' ratify the 
meeting held to-day, and show our general 
appreciation of it. 

The President: You put that as a motion? 

Mr. Crozier: I move that the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association appoint one man 
in each parish, to call together the citizens 
of that parish to ratify the meeting that was 
held in New Orleans to-day. 

Mr. Ware: You should first offer a reso- 
lution that the Sugar Planters' Association 
thoroughly ratifies and endorses the course 
of the Cane Growers* Association. 

The President: You can't ask Uiis asso- 
ciation to appoint agents to ratify somebody 
else's work, unless the association connects 
itself with it 

Mr. Crozier: It never occurred to me for 
a moment that there would be any question 
about this association. I think every man 
ought to be on his feet to ratify it, and to do 
everything he can to co-operate with them. 

Mr. Ware: I understand, then, that Mr. 
Crozier would ask the Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation to endorse and ratify the action 
of the Cane Growers' Association to-day. Do 
you offer that as a resolution, first? 

Mr. Crozier: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ware: I second the motion. 

Mr. McCall: I would like to make an ad- 
dition to that resolution: that the Bxecutive 
Committee of the Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion shall assist materially, to whatever ex- 
tent they may think proper, in carrying out 
the views of that meeting to-day. 

Mr. Ware: Mr. Crozier will accept that 
amendment, I suppose? 

Mr. Crozier: Yes, sir. 

The President: You have heard the mo- 
tion as put by Mr. Crozier and seconded by 
Mr. Ware: That the Louisiana Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association endorse and ratify the ac- 
tion of the Cane Growers' Association at the 
public meeting held to-day, which carries 
with it the endorsement and ratification of 
all resolutions adopted. To this motion, Mr. 
McCall adds, as a second clause, that the 
Executive Committee of this association be 
authorized to assist materially in such way 
and manner as they shall deem fit in carry- 
ing out the purpose of the meeting of the 
Cane Growers' Association. You have heard 
this motion, with the second clause added to 
it. 

The entire motion was thereupon unani- 
mously adopted. 

The President: Is there any other busi- 
ness before the meeting? 

Gen. Behan: I think it would be in order 
for this association to tender a vote of 
thanks to our members in Congress — Messrs. 
Robertson, Broussard, Davey, and Meyer— 
for their vote on the Philippine tariff ques- 
tion. By their votes they maintained the 
policy we are now advocating: that sugar 
from the colonies should pay duty when it 
enters this country; and that carries with 
it that duties should be paid on Cuban sugar. 
I therefore move that this association tender 
a vote of thanks to these gentlemen. 

The President: Did you specify the names, 
Gen. Behan? 

Gen. Behan: Yes, sir. 

The President: I suppose you refer to 
those gentlemen who are the victims of Sen- 
atorial abuse. 

Mr. Ware: You leave out one — Congress- 
man Davey. 

Gen. Behan: No, sir; I mentioned his 
name. I called four names, Robertson, 
Broussard, Davey and Meyer. 

(Continaed on page 47.) 
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The Fit of Horse Collars. 

Under the above heading we published an 
article in our issue of Nov. 30, 1901, which 
made such an Impression on one of our local 
manufacturers that they have at large ex- 
pense put in new machinery to make a col- 
lar without the objectionable features. When 
collars were first made by machinery it was 
found impossible to make the wool facing, 
which was put into the better grades of 
hand-made collars. The wool, being elastic, 
made a much softer face, that accommodated 
itBelf to the animal's neck, but did not be- 
come hard and lumpy, as did the ordinary 
straw-stuffed collars. 




Whitney & Sloo Co., Ltd., have just se- 
cured a machine that makes a perfect wool 
facing, even better than the old-style hand- 
made. They now have at their sales rooms, 
No8. 108-112 North Peters street, a full line 
of these wool-faced collars made up espec- 
ially for sugar plantation work. Call on them 
and see the new line or write for sample. 
The illustration above shows how the wool 
is put into the coxiar. 



Trade Notes. 

Fuel Oil — On the third page of this Issue 
of the Planter will be found the advertise- 
ment of Mr. J. Edw. Crusel, dealer in fuel 
oil, broker in oil stocks, spindle top lands, 
real estate and investments, of Beaumont, 
Texas. Mr. Crusel is connected with the 
most successful operators in the "Oil City," 
and has carried through to completion some 
of the largest deals in Spindle Top Heights 
property, which have been consummated. 

Besides controlling the output of several 
wells, Mr. Crusel has formed connections 
with owners of other wells, as well as pipe 
line connections, which give him unsurpassed 
facilities for supplying the trade with fuel 
oil. This part of the business will be given 
special attenton, and it is needless to state 
that the wants of the sugar planters and 
others using fuel oil will be promptly at- 
tended to. % 



animal or steam power. The system of build- 
ing electric railways for industrial purposes 
has been given great attention by the man- 
ufacturers of railroad materials. Among 
the firms that Jiave given this special atten- 
tion, and have realized very good results 
in equipping this kind of roads as well as 
running them economically, is the well- 
known firm of Arthur Koppel, New York. 
This firm has built many electric roads for 
industrial purposes and has also developed 
portable electric railroads, thus making elec- 
tric railroads available for people who have 
to use it at different places, and at each 
place for a comparatively short time. 

The Arthur Koppel portable electric rail- 
way can be laid down and completely 
equipped within just as short a time as port- 
able railways generally can be. All the parts 
composing this equipment are light and easi- 
ly handled. Every detail is worked out so 
that there is no dlfllculty, and even specially 
constructed and patented cars for stringing 
the troljey wires enter into the equipment. 

These electric railways have been built by 
Arthur Koppel in many different countries, 
and for many different purposes, as for in- 
stance factory roads bringing the raw ma-, 
terial into the plant, carrying the different 
materials around and finally taking the fin- 
ished product to the station, for mines, for 
contractors, for plantations, and even for 
passenger traflSc. In order to give interested 
parties, who are not well acquainted with 
this type of railroads, an opportunity to get 
acquainted with the industrial electric rail- 
roads, their workings and their equipment, 
the above named firm has put up In their 
oflBce at 66 Broad street, New York, an ex- 
act model of such an electric railroad in 
1-10 actual size. This road is equipped with 
track, overhead system, electric locomotive 
and many different types of cars including 
coal, flat, plantation, contractor', etc., as 
well as passenger cars. Everything, as stat- 
ed before, although in 1-10 actual size, shows 
every detail <5f the original materials, con- 
struction, working, etc. 

Any one who is interested in these elec- 
tric railroads in general is Invited to call 
and Inspect the model, and will be given all 
the information they require. This firm 
has also issued a special catalogue relating 
to these electric railroads which will be 
mailed upon application. 



Trade Notes. 

Electric Railways for industrial Purposes. 
—These have been long recognized as a great 
help for the different industries, as for in-, 
stance, in and around manufacturing plants, 
for U9e in mines, for contractors' purposes 
and for all general uses for which a rail- 
road could be used to advantage. The elec- 
tric power is now-a-days in most cases easily 
to be had as there is hardly a business en- 
terprise without an electric equipment, and 
the surplus electric power can be used with 
little or no additional expense, instead of 



Hidalgo, Texas. 

(special corbespondbncb.) 
" San Juan Plantation, Jan. 2, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

We have had splendid weather so far for 
our grinding season. We have had several 
frosts, but no ice, although the winter has 
been severer this year than for many years. 

We have just finished our six and seven 
year stubble and Mr. John Closner is per- 
fectly satisfied with his yield for the first 
year of his sugar house, which is the first 
sugar factory erected in Hidalgo county, and 



claims to turn out first grade sugar, and 
will dispose of his whole crop along the Rio 
Grande river, mostly at Brownsville, Texas. 

Mr. Henry J. Savoy Is the head sugar 
boiler in Mr. Closner's sugar house, and is 
assisted in the clarification by his brother, 
Emile Savoy, %Mr. Ed. Rutven being the 
chief engineer. Mr. H. T. Savoy has super- 
intended tiie work throughout the house, and 
has given the best of results, everything 
running smoothly and admirably, and very 
little time lost, a short stop being had on 
account of one of the cog-wheel teeth break- 
ing, but it was soon replaced by our compe- 
tent engineer, Mr. Rutven. 

The cane juice has been weighing 10 de- 
gress Beaume since the beginning of grind- 
ing. The frosts have had very little eftect 
on the cane here. The mercury has fallen 
as low as 84 degrees, which is considered 
very cold weather for thit section. Rain is 
unknown for months, the last rain falling 
In August, and the canes are irrigated most 
of the time during their growth, which is 
easily done from the Rio Grande river. 

The land is very level in this section, and 
very sandy everywhere along the Rio Grande 
river, for many miles in the interior, and 
is the richest land for canes and rice cul- 
ture. Rice is being planted experimentally 
near Brownsville, in Cameron county, and 
gives best of results, and large tracts of 
land have been bought to be put in rice in 
Hidalgo county, showing that rice pan easi- 
ly be made here also, this being the first 
year for the culture in this county. 

The canes are most all cut down, and we 
expect to close grinding the second, week in 
January, about the 8th inst. H. J. S. 



Personal. 



Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of the Magnolia plan- 
tation on the lower coast, was in the city on 
a visit during the past week and put up at 
his usual stopping place, the St. Charles 
hotel. 

Gen. W. J. Behan, of White Castle, La., 
was at the St Charles hotel on Monday last. 

Mr. T. H. Roger, of Lafourche parish, was 
among the recent visitors to New Orleans. 
Mr. Roger is a thoroughly up-to-date plan- 
tation expert and is equally at home in the 
factory and in the field. He has under his 
supervision immense sugar planting and 
manufacturing interests. 

Mr. H. L. Trowbridge, who has been en- 
gaged in work during the recent campaign 
at the Evan Hall plantation in Ascension 
parish, came down to the city during the past 
week and registered at the Commercal hotel. 
Mr. Trowbridge did most excellent work and 
is highly thought of tiy the McCall Bros. 
Planting and Manufacturing Company, who 
are the proprietors of the Evan Hall factory. 

That popular gentleman, Mr. Samuel O. 
LeBl!anc, of Iberville parish, was a Monday 
guest of the Commercial hotel. What Mr. 
LeBlanc does not know about sugar making 
is not w^rth knowing and he always puts his 
knowledge to good use. 

Mr. Jos M. Sobral, who is prominently 
identified with the sugar industry of St. 
James parish, came to New Orleans a few 
days ago and registered at the Cosmopolitan 
hotel. 
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Jan. 17. 



WEBKliY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



SUGAR. I 

Open Kettle. 

O. E. Centrifugal 

Choice 

Strict Prime — 

Prime 

Fully Fair 

QoodFair 

Fair 

€k>od Common... 

Common 

Inferior 



Jan. 11. 



Centrifugal. 

Plant'n Qranured 
Off Granulated 
Choice White. 

Off White 

Grey White... 
Choice Yellow. 
Prime Yellow 
Off Yellow.... 

Seconds 

Fancy Y C... 

MOLA88E8 

Open Kettle. 

O. E. Centrifugal 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime.. 
Good Prime... 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common 

Common 

Inferior 



Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 

Common 

Inferior 

SYRUP. 



Jan 13. 



Jan. 14. 



Jan. 15. 



Jan. 16. 



Jan. 17. 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



— ^4 20 

- @ - 
3?Jfe3J^ 

- (^3H 

— ^ — 

3A(^3A 
3^<a3A 



10 @ 20 

25 is 26 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

17 @ 18 

15 @ 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 
-@ 11 

- @ 11 



14 @ 15 
12 @ 13 
- @ 11 



- @ 



10 
9 
8 
7 
6 



- @ 6 

- @ - 
10 (a 22 



3 @3A 

2%@3 

2Ii(a2Ji 

2fS(«2?i 

2>i>(s2U 

2>i^(a2ti 

2|g@2)i 

2>g@2>^ 

2^(a2X 

- @ - 

- ^4 20 

- «* — 

- («3{1 

- @ - 
3A(&3if 
3A@3j| 
3k(«3H 
13ica3A 

- @ - 



10 @ 20 
25 @ 26 
22 (§ 24 
19 @ 20 
17 (S 18 
15 @ 16 

— @ 14 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— (3 11 



14 @ 15 

12 (g 13 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 



- @ 



10 @ 22 



27'i@3A 



- @4 20 

- @ - 

- @3Ji 

- @ - 

3Kr^3iJ 

2%@3)^ 
lJ^cff3 

- @ - 



9 @ 20 

24 @ 25 

21 ^ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

— @ 13 
-@ 12 

- @ 11 

— @ 10 

- @ 10 



14 @ 
12 @ 

- @ 

- @ 
_ @ 

- @ 

- @ 

- @ 6 

- @ 6 

- @ — 
10 @ 22 



15 

13 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 



2?i@3A 

- @ -^ 
2>^@23i 
2^8@2Ji 
2>^^2% 
2K@2>6 

2^^2>^ 
2^^2>i 

- @ - 

- ^4 20 

- @ - 
3}i^3H 

- ^35^8 

- (S^ - 
3>i(^3A 

2?^^ 3^ 



9 @ 20 

24 @ 25 

21 @ 22 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

11 @ 15 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ U 
9 @ 10 
9 v^ 10 



14 @ 15 
12 (§ 13 

- @ 11 

- @ to 
9 
8 
7' 
6 
6 

- (^ - 
10 (^ 22 



— ^ 

- @ 



2A^3A 

- ^ — 

2?i^23i 
2?^e(§23i 

2?g@2« 
2^^2K 

- @ - 

- (ft4 20 
-7 @ -7 



- @ - 
3«@3A 
3%@3lf 
2%(BSh 



9 @ 20 



25 
22 



24 
21 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 
~ @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 10 



14 <§ 15 
12 @ 13 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

— @ 9 

— ® 8 
7 
6 
6 



- @ 

- @ 

- @ 

- @ 
10 ^ 22 



27^^3A 



- ^420 

- @ - 
3JJ(s3iJ 

~ ^ - 
3iK«3H 
3^^3>i 
2% (fit 3^ 
lJi(fl3 

- @ - 



10 @ 20 

24 @ 25 

21 @ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 10 



14 


15 


12 (a 


13 


- <S 


11 


— w 


10 


-@ 


9 


- ® 


8 


-® 


7 


- (^ 


6 


-® 


6 



— c<? — 

10 @ 22 



3}|(g4A 
- @ - 
3Ji@3|f 
3%@3H 
3>i(S3{f 

3?g^3;! 

3%@3il 

3^8^3A 
3K@3A 



- @ - 

- (d - 

- ^ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 
4|J@ - 
4A@4H 

4K@4A 

- @ - 



20 (§ 26 



— @ 27 

— @ 26 

— @ 25 

— @ 24 

— @ 23 
21 @ 22 

— @ 20 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ 15 

- @ 14 
12 @ 13 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 
20 @ 30 



Quiet 



Quiet 



Steady 



Steady 



OTHER MARKETS. 



New York: 


















i^UCAR. 


















Fair Refining, 89'^ 


- (^3 


- ^3 


— @3 


— @3 


- @ - 


- ^3 


- ^3% 




Centrifugals, 96*". 


- @3>i 


- @3H 


- ;g3>^ 


-(&3H 


- @ - 


- (a3« 


- r^5 34 




Granulated 


— @4 51 


- @4 51 


— @4 51 


- @4 41 


- @4 41 


- @4 41 


Raw-Steady 


Standard A 


- @4 31 


— @4 31 


- @4 31 


- @4 2i 


- @4 21 


- @4 21 


- @5 14 


Reflned— Quiet. 


Dutch Granulated 


- @ - 


— @ — 


— r^ — 


— ^ — 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 




German Granul'td 


- @4 29 


- @4 28 


- @4 3l 


- c5^4 31 


-@4 29 


- @4 31 


@4 94 




MOLA88E8. 


















N.O. Choice 


- @ - 


- @ - 


— @ — 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


-@ ~ 




N.O. Pair 


- (^ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- ^ - 


- @ - 




London: 

Jaya, No. 15 D. S. 


88. 3 d. 


88. 3 d. 


8s. 3 d. 


8s. 3 d 


8s. 3d. 


8s. 3d. 


- @ - 
Us. 9d. 


Cane— Steady 
Beet— Firmer; rat 


A. & G. Beet. 


68. 6 d. 


6s. 4>id. 


6s. 4>^d. 


6s. 6H^ 


68. e^id. 


es. 8Md. 


9s. 3?id. 


dearer. 



NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

8YRUP. 



— @4 95 

— 04 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 

— @ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



@5 85 
@4 85 
@4 45 
@4 40 



@4 85 
@4 85 
@4 45 
@4 40 



-@4 85 

- @4 86 
-@4 46 

— fe4 40 


-@4 85 

— @i 85 

- @4 45 
-@4 40 


-@- 


-@ - 



@5 70 
;g5 70 
@5 45 
^5 40 

(^ - 



Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Jan. 8 Tons 123,901 

At four port9 of Great Britain to Jan. 7 " 38,060 

At Havana and Mantazas to Jan. 4' •' 125,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for tlie weeic ending 
Jan. 17, 1902. 

' Sugar ' Moiasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels. 

Reoeiyed 202 90,894 10,818 

Sold 202 102,591 13,250 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, I90i» 
to Jan. 17, 190a. 

Barrels.^ Barrels. 



Hhds 

Receiyed 16 8 

Sold 1668 

Receiyed same time last year 3957 



rrels. 

140,706 

1,366,671 

1,187,267 



234,849 
234,798 
143.248 
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Jan 17. 



WEEKLY MARBZET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

^UOH, perbbl... 
Clean, per lb 

Head 

Straights — 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton — 
Polish, per ton . . . 

Receipts 



Jan. U. 



2 25@4 00 
5 @5% 

2^@2^ 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Jan. 18. 



2 25^4 00 

6 mn 

17 b[)^\S 00 
22 50«23 00 



Jan. 14. 



2 25@4 00 

6 @53i 

2^4 (»2^ 

17 50(tfl8 00 
22 50(d23 00 



Jan. 16. 



2 25^4 00 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50;g23 00 



Jan. 16. 



2 2i@ 4 00 
5 ;^5|i 

2^(a2|i 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50 d23 00 



Jan. 17 



2 23@ i 00 

6 @5J^ 

2^ra23i 

17 50(^18 00 
22 5)(&23 00 



Same Day Last 
Year 



2 U0@3 65 

4>i@6 
Nominal 

2H(S^H 
Nominal 
13 tO@ 14 00 
19 00^ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Veek 



Rough— Stcadj . 
demand 



Clean—Steady, 
demand. 



Goo 



Received . 
Sold 



and f ales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Jan. 17. 1903. 

Sacks Rough. Pots Clean. 

17,610 5,146 

3,848 28,199 



Receipts at New Orleans 
compared with 



This Year. 
Last Year. 



Aug. 1, 1901 to Jan. 17, 1902. 
year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clbam 

853,170 156,186 

746,458 73,959 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was quiet and 
unchanged at the end of the week. There 
were comparatively large receipts but the 
demand was only fair. 

Molasses. 

Molasses and syrups were dull and un- 
changed at the end of the week with quota- 
tions as per our tabulated statement on the 
opposite page. 

Rice. 

Business in rough rice showed some im- 
provement at the end of the week but the 
offerings were only moderate and what came 
to the surface was nearly all taken up. Clean 
rice was steady with brisk trading. 



Meeting of Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

(Continued from page 44.) 

The President: You have heard the mo- 
tion of General Behan: that the secretary 
of this association send to these four Con- 
gressmen — Messrs. Robertson, Davey, Brous- 
sard and Meyer — the thanks of this associa- 
tion for their efforts in behalf of the sugar 
interests. 

Gen. Behan: For their vote on the Phil- 
ippine tariff question; for the position they 
took wlien the Philippine tariff question was 
before the House. 

The President: Well, the Philippine tariff 
question; that the thanks of this association 
be given these four gentlemen for the stand 
they took when the Philippine tariff question 
was before the House. Said motion, being 
put, was carried unanimously. 

The President: Is there any other busi- 
ness before the meeting? If not, the Chair 
will decide that the topic of the evening is 
again before the association for discussion. 
If there is no further discussion on that 
topic; if no one feels disposed to take it up — 

Mr. Ware: I move that the discussion be 
postponed indefinitely. I think it will take 
care of itself. 

The President: Just let it die a natural 
death. Gentlemen, if there is no discussion, 
this ends the topic, and the next business is 
the selection of another topic for the Febru- 
ary meeting, unless a motion is made to 
leave the selection of a new topic to the 
Chair. Have any of you gentlemen any topic 
to suggest? 

Mr. Sonlat: Has the question of the burn- 
ing of oil been discussed yet? 

Dr. Stubbs: Yes, sir. 

A Member: Sugar at three cents; that's 
a good topic. 

The President: Gentlemen, if there is no 
suggestion of a topic, a motion is in order 
to leave the selection to the Chair. 



Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Soniat, the 
selection of the next topic was left with the 
Chair; and the association thereupon ad- 
journed until the regular February meeting. 



Tiie Reciprocity Hearing. 

Colonel Robertson made it exceedingly in- 
teresting for the representatives of the sugar 
trust at the hearing before the ways and 
means ■ committee to-day, and forced the 
practical admission that the Cubans them- 
selves had not authorized anyone to appear 
for them in this all-Important matter, which 
is supposed to concern them more than the 
people of the United States. 

"These people have given their case away," 
remarked Representative Dalzell as the com- 
mittee adjourned, and that appears to be 
the real situation at present. 

Charles xtabidan and C. P. Armstrong, of 
the New York Produce Exchange; were ex- 
amined by Chairman Payne and undertook 
to argue In favor of reciprocity. Colonel 
Robertson was alert and put some embarrass- 
ing questions to these gentlemen, by which 
he showed that the Cuban people had not 
spoken for reciprocity, and that the move- 
ment was directed by "the sugar people" 
Interested in the trade. 

He also sought to show that American 
capitalists were buying large sugar tracts 
in Cuba, and would be benefited by reci- 
procity more than the Cuban people. 

At one period during the hearing Colonel 
Robertson asked if any gentleman present 
represented the island of Cuba or the sugar 
growers of the island, and if so, on what au- 
thority was he present. No one ventured to 
come forth and say that he was authorized 
to speak for Cuba. The representatives of 
the trust were painfully embarrassed. 

"I tried to ascertain on what authority 
the Cubans came before our committee," ex- 
plained Colonel Robertson at the conclusion 
of the hearing, "and to get information if 
any meeting had been held in the island for 
the purpose of appealing to our congress. I 
discovered that the only persons interested 
were the representatives of the trust. It was 
also developed to-day that every laborer in 
Cuba had abundant work, paying $20 to $23 
per montn in Spanish gold, equivalent to 
$22.50 in our money, and that the price of 
sugar had not been affected, as it is fixed by 
the Hamburg market. Those who are asking 



for reciprocity admitted that the entire raw 
sugar output of Cuba would be purchased by 
the sugar refiners of the United States, and 
that not a pound of It would be purchased 
by any other person. The committee quick- 
ly saw that this was an admission that the 
profits of free sugar from Cuba will go to 
the coffers of the trust, while a reciprocity 
agreement would destroy the industry of 
Louisiana without helping Cuba in the 
slightest uegree. 

"It was stated to our committee this morn- 
ing that scarcity of labor In the Island would 
soon be overcome by the importation of la- 
borers from the Canary islands and Spain. 
The admission was also made that In three 
years the sugar industry had increased 300 
per cent, and that if the labor could be se- 
cured in a short time the island would pro- 
duce 4,000,000 tons, or twice the amount con- 
sumed In the United States. All the large 
purchasers of land are being made by or 
Indirectly by representatives of the refiners. 
The committee now well understands who 
are most concerned In this reciprocity agita- 
tion, and tnat the trust, and not the Cubans, 
will reap the benefits. If any are to be had." 
— New Orleans Picayune, Jan. 17. 



Sugar in Lx>ndon. 

The beet market has shown renewed weak- 
ness on a further Increased estimate of the 
Austrian crop, and forced selling by specula- 
tors. Abnormal prices have again been re- 
corded, and with the present Interruption 
to business, inadequate support is being 
given to the market. A dull tone has also 
been shown by the American quotations, 
which have rather unexpectedly fallen, per- 
haps in sympathy with the decline in the 
European markets. No public sales of cane 
sugar have oeen held here this week, and no 
private transactions of importance have oc- 
curred, but values are unchanged. There 
were no Imports of crystallized raws to Lon- 
don for the week ending 26th Inst, the total 
for this year remaining 36,773 tons against 
31,860 tons In 1900. The severe weather 
which has lately visited several parts of the 
United Kingdom has brought about a re- 
newal of the demand from the farmers for 
molasses and kindred feeding stuffs, and,^ 
although of course the imposition of the 
duty- has raised prices somewhat, it has not 
been suflicient to Interfere with the sale; 
indeed, tne advantages of the use of cane 
sugar for this purpose, both In the liquid 
and solid forms, receive greater recognition 
year by year, though the former, apparently, 
are most In favor as heretofore. — Produce 
Market Review. 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPACTUKER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 3. 



WANTS. 



We will publish In this column, free of charge until 
further notice, the applications of all managers, over- 
seers, engineers and sugar-makers, and others who 
may be seeking positions in the country, and also the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

T " ' 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
';o superinteDd the canning of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business In all Its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-13-02. 

WANTED— A competent and experienced younfl^ man 
would like a position as manager of rice plantation Or 
as overseer on a sugar plantation. Address L. E. S. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelrlght 
by experienced young man 26 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
SiDNET P. OUBRE, Lauderdale, La. 1-1^-02 

WANTED— Poiltlon by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a cropm Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Sugar Maker, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-13-02. 

WANTED— Position as chem 1st or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarification, with first-class credentials , in 
Cuba or Mexico. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factorv in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and chemist and familiar with 
the Workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
every detail, can furnish best df references. Address 
Refiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by. a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 314 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — A clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico ; have had several 
years' experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldson vllle, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, ujachlnist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
References : T. Bellissein, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Centerville, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position as Manager on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and have had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the nnest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement. Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanish. Address Mackay, care Louis- 
lANA Plaxter. 1-4-02 

WANTEI> — A position as sugar boiler to go to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years' experience. Can 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoln, Laura, La. l-4<^02 

WANTED — A position as first-class sugar maker 
In Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Boudreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1902, position by a single young man 
(28) as book-keeper apd general office man or manager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a flrst-class double entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prac- 
tical experience. Gilt-edge references. Bond If re- 
quired. Address " Energy," HahnvlUe, La. 12-23-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grocery clerk 
(single) 24 years of age, educated In French and Eng- 
lish, good knowledge of book keening, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer: moderate 
sslary. Address Competent No. 13, Ariel P. O., La. 

12-26-01 



WANTED— Immediately, flrst-class sugar boiler, 
Must be strictly sober and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 4S766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rlcq, by a competent and 
first-class man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Weiss, 
123 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— Position by manager of plantation store 
Young man, unmarried, good accountant and office 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Menuet, Bertie, La. 
12-1401 

WANTED— At once, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar house worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth & Israel, Lauderdale, La. 
P. N. Vegas, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A position as flrst-class overseer. 
Twenty years' experience. Can furnish hlgb refer- 
as to ability and sobriety. Address Nickeles Foret, 
785 Contl St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a flower and 
vegetable gardener. First-class references furnished. 
Address, Joseph Dial., care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonvllle. 12-1W)J 

WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four years 
experience. References furnished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charl.es Max- 
WELL. care of Cora Plantation, Whitecastle, La. 

12-12^)1. 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience In both. I can furnish good references and 
and guarntee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
this office. 12.0-01. 

WANTED— Posltlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk ,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 13 Ariel, La. 12-9-01. 



WANTED— H^ad-overseer for sugar plantation In 
Porto Rico. German-American preferred. Mu« 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter. 12-11-01 

WANTED— A compent4)nt and experienced you og 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city orcounirv. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-12^1,' 

WANTED — A position as chemist for Cuttem or 
other tropical crop, for this season, by a thor- 
oughly competent and practical sugar man of ser- 
eral years' experience. At present employed in 
one of the largest factories In Louisiana. Best 
references. Address G. U. R., care LonlslaoA 
Planter. 12-3-01 

WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
llochelle, Hohen Bolms, La. 12-3-01 

WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tation. Can give good references and saUsfactor? 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 13 
years at place where now employed. Address, 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 12-5-01 

WANTEI>T— A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position In countir store or as 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years' experi- 
ence in modern culture. Address T. P. B., Ber- 
trandvllle. La. 12-2-01 

WANTED — By a young man 21 years of age, 
who has had eight years experience in wholesale 
hardware business, to purchase (In New Orleans) 
supplies for plantation. Address Habdwabe. care 
Louisiana Planter. 12-2-01 



A Sugar Plantation comprising some 800 Acres, abont 
450 Acres under cultivation, balance Woodland and Cj- 
press Swamp; A Kettle -Centrifugal house, Six roller 
Mill and all appurtenanoes ; Draining Machine and 
small Sa«r MUl on the place; 28 Mules. Wagons, carts 
and agricultural Implements All necessary Outhouses 
and OablnSjA weU stocked Store doing a good paying 
business. Will sell tbe whole or an undivided hiterest 
to party who will live on the pla'^e and manage same. 
Addrens Planter Box 465. 
New Orleans Poetofllce. 



SOUTI 



Heine Safety Boiler Co., 



431 Olive street, 

ST> ) f S, MO, 

Manufacturers of ^ ^ ^ 

Safe, Economical, 
and Durable 
Water Tube 

^ ^ Boilers 

Shops at Phoenixville, Pa., St. Louis, Mo., Chicago, III. 

E. D. IVY, rianager New Orleans Office, 6o8 Qodchaux Bulldlns:. 
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Cane Syrups. 

During the last twenty-five years ex- 
traordinary progress 'has been made in 
Louisiana in sugar manufacture. The 
poor results of the crop of 1877 led to the 
erection of sixteen vacuum pans in this 
state in the year 1878. This number at 
the time was considered extraordinary. 
As is well known, since then the use of 
vacuum pans in sugar houses has become 
almost universal, very few houses retain- 
ing the old open kettle process of sugar 
manufacture. 

Recently enterprising cane growers in 
the states of Georgia and Florida have 
been making considerable efforts to popu- 
larize their cane syrup, made from the 
cane grown in t?hose states. It is said 
that there is a good demand for t^ie syrups 
and that the industry is satisfactorily re- 
munerative. 

The low prices now prevailing for high 
grade sugar will necessarily lead the cane 
growers of Louisiana to consider whether 
or not there is any other plan of opera- 
tion that would bring about better re- 
sults than to produce cane sugars of 96 
or 97 test. It was only a few years ago 
that the molasses crop of Louisiana com- 
manded the attention of the whole United 
States. The superior flavor of Louisiana 
molasses was recognized everywhere and 
willing buyers were found in every great 
cit}^ of the North. The high prices that 
such molasses then commanded led to its 
adulteration with com glucose and this 
adulteration has continued ever since and 
to so great an extent that Louisiana mo- 
lasses has lost its prestige and now that 
our molasses product is almost exclusive- 
ly from vacuum pan and centrifugal 
houses, the molasses become less sweet 
than formerly, is more apt to contain an 
excess of lime salts and to be indifferent 
in flavor. 

It was well known a few years back 
that in certain localities the open kettle 
sugar houses produced molasses of an 
exquisite flavor. The molasses from the 
upper coast, from Bayou Lafourche, and 
even from more distant Red River, had 
a fine, rich and inimitable flavor that made 
it extremely popular. The molasses from 
the lower coast and from southwestern 
Louisiana was less fine in flavor, and com- 
manded lower prices. 

Messrs. Barrow & LeBlanc, the enter- 
prising planters of Iberville parish, for 
a number of years placed a considerable 



part of their syrup product upon the mar- 
ket packed in bottles, ready for consump- 
tion. We think that this was a move in 
the rig'ht direction, but the market had 
not yet developed to a sufficieut extent to 
take the thousands and hundreds of thou- 
sands of cases of these goods that would 
be necessary to relieve our maricet should 
any considerable part of the sugar cane 
of these favorite districts of Louisiana 
be converted into cane syrup. If, how- 
ever, the business were persisted in in a 
small- way, and if the brands of the vari- 
ous plantations would thus betome 
known throughout the country just as 
are the brands of the various wines of 
California and of France, a business could 
be built up which would be far piore 
profitable than to manufacture 96 test 
sugar and sell it for 3% cents per pound. 

An open kettle sugar house competent 
to manufacture cane syrup can be built 
for but a fraction of the cost of our large 
first class modern establishments adapted 
to the production of high test sugars. 
Our friends in Florida and Georgia are 
on the right track when they endeavor 
to make a market for their cane syrup 
and it may be that we, here in Louisiana, 
should also endeavor to cultivate the mar- 
ket for cane syrup when, as we know, we 
have 70 millions of people who would be 
glad to use a pure article of Louisiana 
cane syrup if they had any confidence in 
its claims for purity and excellence. 
These sophisticated compounds that are 
now so largely sold over the United States 
as cane syrups are frauds, the sale of 
which should be prevented by law. The 
true character of the contents of every 
package should be printed thereon. 

Of course, a large part of the difficulty 
that surrounds us is that every merchant 
is tempted to buy the articles for which 
he has a demand at the lowest possible 
price, and this leads to a gradual reduc- 
tion in the quality of the goods that he 
deals in. Right in the city of New Or- 
leans to-day a considerable quantity of 
syrup, or molasses, is sold in itin cans and 
an examination of these will show that 
they $ire put up at Davenport, Iowa, and, 
of course, the syrup is made from com 
glucose. It would require quite an educa- 
tional movement to teach the people of 
the country the worthlessness of the 
chemical compounds that are now so 
largely offered to them as cane syrups, 
and the real value of the genuine Louis- 
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iana cane syrups from those districts 
wherein the flavor of the molasses has 
been celebrated for its excellence for 
many years. Let us undertake the cam- 
paign of education and the manufacture 
and sale of syrups from our best cane 
lands. We believe the results will justify 
the effort. 



The Hawaiian Sugar Crop. 

As will be seen by the first paragraph 
of a letter in another column our Hawai- 
ian correspondent at Honolulu, he states 
under date of January 5, that the Hawai- 
ian sugar crop now coming oflf has been 
estimated to reach 516,000 tons. This 
estimate has been carefully collated and 
covers their crop year from November i, 
1901 to November i, 1902, with two 
mon|ths*deliveries already accomplished 
and the cane for the rest of the crop 
growing in the fields. The sugar crop of 
Hawaii is produced in comparatively few 
factories and passes through the hands 
of a limited number of commission mer- 
chants, who act as the agents of these 
factories. It is, therefore, comparatively 
easy to make an estimate under present 
conditions of what the final output of the 
crop will be, and this careful collation of 
the data just made has given the results 
hereina'bove indicated. 

It was only twenty-six years ago when 
the first Hawaiian reciprocity treaty was 
enacted that it was stated in Congress 
that the Hawaiian crop was comparative- 
ly small ; that it never could be made very 
large, and would probably never exceed 
75,000 tons. ' We have it now aggregat- 
ing 516,000 tons, based upon the reports 
of those the most interested in the crop. 

This shows what may be done in Porto 
Rico and Cuba if the same degree of 
energy and ability could be applied there. 
Cuba can readily produce ten times as 
much sugar as the Hawaiian Islands, 
and even so far as our own little Porto 
Rico is concerned with its present crop 
of about 100,000 tons, our experience in 
Hawaii would indicate that Porto Rico 
* could be made to supply a half million 
tons within three or four years, or as soon 
as the proper railways can be carried into 
the interior of the island. 

The sugar planters of Louisiana have 
held on faithfully to their industry and 
have had dheckered careers during the 
last three generations. Whether or not 
the industry will now be crushed out of 
existence by our tropical acquisitions, we 
are hardly able to say. It certainly be- 
comes the sugar planters of Louisiana 
to exert every effort to prevent such a 
disaster and we hope that the gentlemen 
now representing us in Washington will 
make such statements as shall convince 
our national legislature of the impro- 
priety of tfhe proposed legislation in favor 
of Cuba, which would result in our de- 
struction. 



New Rice Mills. 

From the Southern Record we learn 
that the Jennings Rice Milling Company, 
Limited, which was established in 1895, 
has recently increased its capital stock to 
$100,000, and will soon build two new 
rice mills, one to be located in Jennings 
and the other in Roanoke. These mills 
will be exactly alike and equipped with 
the latest machinery for rice milling, and 
will have a daily capacity each of 1,200 
barrels, and will be further equipped with 
commodious warehouses, each capable of 
containing 40,000 sacks of rice. The Jen- 
nings Rice Milling Company will make 
advances to rice farmers on their crops 
and will do toll milling if desired. 

Another new rice mill is reported for 
Iowa Junction by the Welsh Rice Belt 
Journal, which, it says, will be built by 
Mr. P. W. Daniels, the owner of the 
Welsh rice mill. This new mill will have 
thoroughly modern equipment and will 
be large enough to accomodate the mill- 
ing of Iowa Junction. The site has al- 
ready been bought and the work of build- 
ing will begin shortly. 

The Rice Belt Journal states that Mr. 
Daniels will depart from the usual pro- 
cess of sacking the rice and will inaugu- 
rate a new system, putting in an elevator 
and handling the rice in a manner similar 
to that in which oats and wheat are 
handled. 



A Big Rice Purcliase. 

One of the largest single purchases of 
rice made in Louisiana is said to be that 
recently made when the Lake Charles 
Milling Company bought the entire rice 
crops of the Mayville Canal Company 
and the Laccasine Irrigation Company, 
amounting to over 30,000 sacks of rice. 



A Land of Plenty. 

A recent issue of the Abbeville Meri- 
dional contains an editorial on the agri- 
cultural wealth of Vermilion parish, 
showing what splendid results may be 
obtained in that section in almost every 
line of agriculture. This is not only 
true of the parish of Vermilion, but of al- 
most every parish in the fertile state of 
Louisiana, and it will only be a question 
of a short time when immigrants from 
the other states of the Union will recog- 
nize the possibilities of Louisiana and 
our agricultural development will then 
be wonderful. 

The Meridional says : 

One who stands a little while near any of 
our principal streets in this busy harvest 
season cannot bnt be forcibly struck by the 
long trains of wagons and carts loaded to 
their full capacity with the splendid agricul- 
tural productions of the fertile soil of Ver- 
milion parish. It is not one crop alone which 
claims the attention of our farmers. Bvery 
few minutes the observer will see loads of 
cotton, sugar cane» rice and com coming 



to market to say nothing of the vast quanti- 
ties of hay and sweet potatoes which seem 
too insignificant to be mentioned and yet 
are the source of no mean revenue to the 
thrifty farmer. We doubt if there is any- 
where else under the broad canopy of heaven 
a country with a soil as rich as ours, a 
climate as glorious, where four staple crops 
may be found growing in prodigal profusion 
side by side in the same field. 

The woods and marshes are ^uU of fat, 
sleek cattle; the rivers and bayous teem 
with fine fish, while the bay and gulf hold 
oysters, crabs, shrimps and saltwater fish, 
the equal of any the world ever saw; the 
prairies and marshes abound with wild game 
such as ducks, woodcocks, jacksnipe, geese, 
papabots, waterrails,' partridges, etc.; and 
the coast is the favorite haunt for deer, — 
some of our sportsmen killing as many as 
three head in a single drive. 

Who would not be proud of such a coun- 
try as Vermilion? 



Suffar in Washington. 

In another column in this issue there 
will be found the splendid statement made 
before the Ways and Means Committee 
in Washington of the situation in Louis- 
iana. The delegation of sugar planters 
there is doing splendid work in showing 
how ruinous to our Louisiana sugar in- 
dustry as also to the beet sugar indus- 
try of the West would be the proposed 
sugar legislation in Cuba. We commend 
the careful study of Col. Hill's remarks 
to our readers. He could not have made 
a more powerful and convincing state- 
ment than given in the synopsis that we 
gather from the daily press report. 



W. W. Freeman. 

Mr. W. M. Freeman, well-known, in 
New Orleans as the advertising solicitor 
for the Louisiana Planter* died at 
Winona, Miss., on January i6th, at the 
residence of his cousin, Mr. J. E. Gayden. 
Mr. Freeman had been ill for a long time. 
He occasionally rallied, and his friends 
here and in his old home were hopeful 
that he would entirely recover from his 
somewhat stubborn illness. Mr. Free- 
man had been located in New Orleans 
for some twenty years, and during the 
last five years had been connected with 
this journal. 

Mr. Freeman was a most excellent 
man, of a genial disposition, fascinating 
manners and generous nature, and drew 
about him many warm and devoted 
friends. His unexpected death will be 
quite a shock to his many friends in this 
city. 

Personal. 

Mr. O. Himel, one of the most highly es- 
teemed citizens of Assumption parish, came 
up to the city on a visit a few days ago 
and stopped at the Commercial hotel. 

Mr. T. D. Spiller, of the Cora plantation, 
was in the city on Thursday last Mr. Spiller 
stopped at the Hotel Denechaud. 
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LOGAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

( SPECIAL C0RBB8P0NDBMCB. ) ' 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The sugar harvest season of 1901-1902 is 
over, save as to the task of drying out the 
contents of the cars and tanks in the hot- 
rooms of the sugar factories, and the re- 
sults, by a large degree, have been far from 
satisfactory. Shortness of the labor sup- 
ply, unprecedented cold weather for Decem- 
ber, great depression in the prices of all 
grades of cane products were the leading 
causes that combined to produce this un- 
satisfactory outcome, still everybody is at 
work or about to "get busy" preparing for 
the next crop. The present outlook for the 
home sugar industry is, by no means, encour- 
Ing, and not a few predictions from pessi- 
mistic sources are to be heard of general 
disaster to those engaged in the cultivation 
of cane and the manufacture of sugar in 
this state. Many others are more hopeful, 
however, and have an abiding faith that the 
future has yet good things in store for Louis- 
iana sugar, and that the statesmen of the 
country will not permit the throttling of this 
extensive and valuable domestic industry 
in order to extend a helping hand to the 
Cubans or the Filipinos. 

The work of breaking ground and get- 
ting ready to plant cane is progressing on 
most of the plantations and the reports are 
general that the land is in fine condition and 
the seed and stubble perfectly sound and 
good. A prominent manager near Donald- 
Bonville says that he has never seen sound- 
er or prettier eyes in stubble cane than 
are now in evidence, and if the spring sea- 
son proves favorable he anticipates unusual- 
ly fine stands of both plant cane and ratoons. 

The Belle Helene sugar factory, the last 
in Ascension to score a wind-up of the grind- 
ing campaign, put its last cane on the carrier 
on Wednesday of last week, and Mr. Klos 
says that everybody on the place was glad 
to get through with the protracted and 
tedious siege. No cane was lost at Belle 
Helene except by the low-cutting process 
that it became necessary to employ towards 
the close of the grinding. 

E. M. Montecino, the former Ascensionite 
who now owns the Viola place in West Baton 
Rouge, is one of the few planters whose 
cane tonnage exceeded the ante-grinding es 
timates. He counted on getting 4,600 tons, 
whereas the Poplar Grove scale showed that 
he delivered 4,697 tons to the factory. 

There have been few managerial changes 
on the plantations of this section, and these 
will be noted in the next screed from 

Ascension. 



West Baton Rouge. 

( SPECIAL COBBKSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

In the matter of bad weather generally, 
December, 1901, was a record-breaker, and 



the month of January, which is now fast 
drawing to a close,' will prove to be equally 
as remarkable in that it has gone to the 
other extreme. For it must be remembered 
that there has so far been no rain of any 
consequence this month. True there have- 
been several showers, but they were exceed- 
ingly light, and the result is that our public 
roads are as dry and dusty as they frequent- 
ly are in October. This is all the more un- 
usual when the fact is recalled that from 
time immemorial January and February 
have been the worst months of the twelve. 
The meteorological conditions that have pre- 
vailed during the past eight di^s can be 
taken as illustrating those of the earlier part 
of the month. Last Saturday evening, after 
rain had threatened several times during the 
day, the wind whipped around to the north- 
west, giving us a beautifully clear, cold Sun- 
day. By Monday morning the wind had 
veered to the east-southeast, bringing several 
light showers in the afternoon but, during 
the night, it got back to the north, with 
clearing weather Tuesday, \vednesday anu 
again this ( Thursday j morning. Heavy 
frosts and thin Ice were in ervidence yester- 
day and this morning, and while the wind 
has again shifted to the east, the sky is 
almost cloudless. 

On the various plantations there is little 
or nothing being done. In other words, no 
definite start has yet been made in the mat- 
ter of field work Labor Is scarce, and the 
negroes Bhow lees inclination to go to work 
than ever before. Numerous plantation man- 
agers report that their "hands" are moving 
away, seeking homes where they can work 
or remain idle as necessity or caprice may 
dictate. This, of Itself, is a disturbing fac- 
tor that has in a measure deterred many 
planters from beginning the usual spring 
work Then, too, the matter of wages to 
be paid this cultivating season has not been 
agreed upon. On this vital question the 
planters are between two fires. With sugars 
selling at present ruinous prices, the plant- 
ers can ill-aiford to pay high wages. Per 
contra labor is scarce and dlfllcuit to obtain 
at reasonable figures, and there you are. it 
is understood that two large planters here 
have stated that in order to make a crop 
at all they wui be compelled to pay the same 
wages paid last year. On the other hand, 
the report is current that the proprietor of 
one 01 the largest centrals in the parish 
will, in a few days, make a horizontal cut, 
whiCii will include everybody from the heads 
of the departments to the "water-boy" in the 
field. There can be no question about the 
fact that the negroes have been badly spoiled 
by the high wages paid them during the past 
grinding season. 

When the returns are all in it will prob- 
ably be found that the sugar output here 
for the campaign just closed will fall short 
of that of 1900-1901. But for the loss of 
cane by the freese of December 14-21 the 



total sugar output would have been the 
largest in the history of 

West Baton Rouge. 

Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The rice farmers are making rapid pro- 
gress in their preparation for the 1902 crop. 
The implement houses and mule dealers are 
very busy supplying their wants. The kittle 
town of Abbeville presents tne appearance of 
a busy city, the streets are crowded from 
morning until night with teams that have 
been driven to town for implements, gro- 
ceries or feed. The country is filled up with 
newcomers and thousands of acres of sod 
lands are being put into cultivation this year 
that have never before had a plow in them. 
There is not so much stir in the cane dis- 
trict, in fact the cane farmer has not yet 
recovered from the damaging experience 
that he just passed throuigh in saving his 
last cane crop, in fact a few of them are 
still working at the remnant of their crops 
that were left in the field trying to convert 
it into syrup. The cane acreage will, doubt- 
less, be small this year. Dozens of small 
farmers aid not save any seed and some of 
them are plowing up their stubble and pre- 
paring their lands for rice, then a few others 
that did save seed are offering it for sale. 
The cane situation is very gloomy in this 
section of the cane belt Only those who 
are compelled to grow cane will remain in 
it; some of our lands are too rolling for 
rice and these will have to be utilized for 
either cane, com or cotton. The com crop 
will be immensely large this year. The 
large percentage of newcomers into the coun- 
try increases the demand for feed and 
through the rice belt all the feed used has 
to be bought; this will offer a ready market 
for all the corn and hay that can be raised 
at home, and the farmer who devotes his 
time to it will realize a larger per cent on 
his money than he would in raising a cane 
jrop. The cotton acreage will be about the 
same as last year. There is a large per cent 
of last year's crop still in the fields. There 
are hundreds of acres of land planted to 
cotton last year that has never had a boll 
picked out of it yet. A drive through the 
northern part of the parish will disclose to 
the observer that there are hundreds of 
bales of cotton still ungathered. This Is the 
result of a scarcity of labor during the fall 
and winter coupled with the high price paid 
for labor and the low price paid for cotton. 
Deep well drillers are very busy now put- 
ting down wells to irrigate rice and canal 
men are pushing the work on their canals 
to^ an early completion, each is trying to 
outdo the other in final preparations for 
offering water to the farmer. Mr. Ellas 
Broussard, president of the Bayou Tigre 
Canal is putting in a small canal on Lake 
Pignier at the historic Jefferson Island tn 
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the eastern part of the parish. He will have 
his plant ready for the. present crop and 
will furnish water for several hundred acres 
of land. 

There is to be a second rice mill for Abbe- 
ville this year, the money for the capital 
stock has already been subscribed and work 
will be started as soon as the organization 
is effected, which will be about February 1st. 

P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the past two weeks has 
been exceedingly good and r^pid progress 
has been made in farm work In this particu- 
lar section. 

H. McClure & Bro., prominent rice plant- 
ers in this section, had in rice this season 
About 1,000 acres. They have four deep 
wells on their farm and have contracted for 
the sinking of three more 12-inch wells, and 
intend increasing their acreage to 1,400 
acres. Mr. H. McClure and family, 'who 
have been in Colorado for the past three 
months for their health, arrived in Guey- 
4an last week and will spend one year on 
their farm which is located six miles west 
of town. 

John B. Wright is having erected on his 
farm, six miles east of town, a residence 
for A. B. Smith who will farm part of his 
land. 

Your correspondent was in conversation 
with H. S. Gueydan, a large land owner and 
rice planter of this section, a few days ago, 
and, among other things, Mr. Gueydan said: 
"Rice that is watered by deep wells is super- 
ior to tice that is watered by canals, but is 
usually more seedy owing to the fact that 
is principally the high land that Is watered 
by deep wells, which is more hilly than the 
low lands, but in time these elevations will 
be levelled down. This last harvest secwon 
having been very dry tne advantage of high 
land was not noticed very much, but should 
we have a rainy fall the man with high 
land will get the high profit. ' 

"We will have in cultivation of rice this 
year on our old home place whicn is located 
two miles south of Gueydan 1,200 acres, and 
50 acres adjoining Gueydan on the east." 

The L. & H. Canal Co. are having erected 
on their several plcLces many new residences 
for their tenants. 

W. M. and A. L. Graham will plant in rice 
this year 450 acres near Gueydan. Mr. A. L. 
Graham was engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness in Gueydan last year, but says that he 
prefers raising rice, owing to the fact that 
there is more money and pleasure in rice 
culture. 

Virgil Harper, one of Gueydan's success- 
ful rice planters, returned Friday from an 
extended trip through the Northern states. 
Mr. Harper says: "The Northern states are 
very good, but there is more real prosperity 
in the rice belt than anywhere else." 



In conversation with W. D. Spencer a few 
days ago, he said: "From what I have seen 
I thiuK that well water is the superior of 
canal water for the irrigation of rice, and, 
while I was in Crowley some time back, I 
•visited the American mill and was shown 
some rice raised by tne Winslow's on the 
J. P. Gueydan estate, located two miles 
south of Gueydan, which yielded 114, and 
was told by the An^rican people that it was 
an evident fact that all rice watered by wella 
which they had milled gave a better yield 
than the rice which had been watered by 
canals. Although I had some rice which was 
sold by the Mutual rice mul, of this place, 
that brought me 4.27 which I consider a 
good price, and this rice was watered by the 
canals. I expect to water my entire crop of 
650 acres by wells this year." X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

So far this month has been remarkably 
dry and favorable for the performance of all 
manner of farm work, such as ditching, 
fencing, cutting corn and cotton stalks to 
clear the land, ready for the plow. The 
morning of the 18th broke with the temper- 
ature at 57 degrees and cloudy, but only a 
few drops of rain fell, not enough to lay 
the dust; during the afternoon the wind 
shifted north followed by clear and pleasant 
weather to the delight of the farmers hav- 
ing plowing to do. I have no recollection of 
having ever before found the soil in as 
pliable condition for the plow as it is now. 
The December freeze seems to have pene- 
trated and broken every particle of the soil 
so fine that when plowed the earth falls 
from the plow as If it had been pulverized 
by some sort of crusher. It is a pleasure to 
look at and see how nicely and how easily 
our Red River sandy lands are now yield- 
ing to the well guided plow an4 then they 
will respond to the gentle culture of such 
crops as are usually grown in this part of 
the state. 

The sugar factories have all closed. Lein- 
ster finished the campaign last week. But, 
from what I can learn, some of the cane 
raisers in the neighborhood of the Leinster 
factory were not able to get all of their cane 
to the factory before it became so badly 
damaged that it could not be worked into 
sugars^ 

The principal cause attributed for the loss 
of cane was the shortage of labor for field 
work during the first month of the cane har- 
vest last fall. 

There is now a demand for labor in this 
parish that cannot at present be filled. From 
a gentleman calling from Rapides last week 
it was learned that there was a demand 
there for labor and on some places there 
were not field hands enough to supply the 
demand. For this reason if no other, the 
cane raisers will, no doubt, be forced to cut 
down their acreage to cane until they can 



see some way to solve the labor problem. 
The Augusta Planting and Manufacturing 
Company, Limited, had under advisement 
some weeks past the building of tram car 
lines for some distance above and 'below Into 
the cane districts along Bayou Beouf, but, 
under present conditions, which seem to be 
adverse to the cane interest of the South, 
it may be that developments will be awaited 
before attempting many more improvements, 
except such as are absolutely necessary to 
the welfare of the Augusta Manufacturing 
Company, i^imited. 

I find from observation that there is yet 
some cotton in the fieldis over this part of 
the country to be gathered and ginned ere 
it can be said that the cotton crop of 1901 
has all been harvested. 

The writer called in on an industrious 
farmer recently and, of course, found him 
at the plow-hanu.es. Our farmer friend 
stated that he had about given up cane plant- 
ing from the fact that it had got to be so 
of late years that "the cane raiser could 
never tell just where he was at." Continu- 
ing he said that his cotton crop of last year 
was very good, he having gathered and 
ginned 67 bales, besides making an abund- 
ance of com to supply his every want until 
this year's corn crop is made. 

With regard to diversified farming, it is 
all well and good where the farmer farms his 
own acres, but not for the renter who has to 
sign a contract with the land proprietor to 
plant as directed so many acres to cotton 
in accordance with the force and teams that 
he, the renter, may be possessed of. 

The afternoon of the 20(.h was warm and 
blustry, developing a heavy shower which 
drove the plow-men under shelter for the 
space ef an hour, but the clouds soon broke 
away, leaving a clear, bright sky, to the de- 
light of the planters. Erdc. 



5t. James— Rifi^ht Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After several threats of rain falling, the 
weather cleared up again with the promise 
of making this month a record breaker from 
a dry point of view. Nearly all day Monday 
it was cloudy and. gloomy, but, during the 
night, a high wind rose, driving all rain in 
dications away; the following day opened 
up clear, though a gale prevailed until sun- 
set This morning is a repetition of the 
clear, beautiful sun-shiny weather, we have 
been having since the beginning of the 
month. Under the influence of such bright 
weather prospects, we are prone to forget 
the. disagreeable weather we had last month, 
and thank our stars that such occasions ar€ 
the exceptions which prove the rule. Al- 
ready everything in the vegetable kingdom 
seems restored to its wonted aspect; the 
scorched appearance of gardens and yards 
being relieved with liberal sprays of green, 
which have yielded to daily sunshine and 
mild weather. Though the conditions are 
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very desirable for plowing, very little haa 
been done in that line, owing partly to dis- 
organized labor, and also to planters wish- 
ing to settle up last year's business before 
opening up a new account. Besides burning 
cane shucks hardly anything has been ac- 
complished. The usual moving to and fro of 
plantation laborers has commenced, and, ac* 
cording to the number of carts, which is 
the predominating conveyance, seen on our 
public roads, the shifting about this year is 
as great as of yore. The tenant element 
seems to be imbued with the moving spirit 
to a greater extent than any other. They 
nearly all intend to keep on scratching away 
at the pursuit of cane raising, but on differ- 
ent places for a change, though the arrange- 
ments and inducements offered are about 
the same on all plantations. The last four 
years have proven as disastrous to the pro- 
ducer of. cane as to the purchaser. The ten- 
ant systefn will be extensively adopted by 
Messrs. Gasklns and Rolling, of Pike's Peak 
plantation. All who are acquainted with 
Mr. B. Bertaut will regret to hear of his 
probable departure from our parish, to go 
into business elsewhere. Heretofore he was 
the lessee of the Lauderdale store. 

The marriage of Mr. H. Alleman, one of 
our enterprising planters, and Miss L. 
Shrlver, of Assumption, was solemnized last 
Tuesday. 

The death of Miss Margaret D. Ganler, 
daughter of Mr. J. Ganier, one of the ante- 
bellum planters ot our parish, caused much 
regret to all who were acquainted with her. 

Oak Alley, of Messrs. SobraJ and Tucker 
made one million, six hundred thousand 
pounds of sugar instead of minus the thous- 
and, as reported last week. St. James. 



Terret>onne. 

All of the refineries have finished cane 
grinding — tne last finishing this week. There 
was little cane lost in that portion of the 
parish lying east and southeast of Houma. 
Upper and lower Bayou Black, Chacahoula, 
and a portion of Bayou Dularge seem to be 
the sections of the parish that lost heaviest 
from tne freeze. — Houma Courier, Jan, 11. 



St. Martin. 

We learn that the Messrs. Gainnier and 
Hebert will put up a pumping plant on the 
Sillan plantation, just a mile north' of town, 
to irrigate parts of the Sillan and Hebert 
plantations, which will be cultivated in rice 
the coming season. If all reports are cor- 
rect, there will be planted in rice around St. 
Martlnville this coming season, very near 
fifteen thousand acres of rice, and St. Mar- 
tlnville being right in the center of this large 
area, would make a fine location for a large 
mill, as experience shows that our lands pro- 
duce much more than the lands in the Crow- 
ley section. The revenues and profits of 
the rice mills are said to be very large, and 
we believe the report is correct as all the 
mills In the country seem to be very pros- 
perous. — Messenger, Jan. 11. 



Lafayette. 

The Lafayette Sugar Refining company 
closed a few days ago after a most success- 
fi|l season. Ck>nsiderlng that' so much cane 
has been lost elsewhere, it is certainly to 
the credit of the company that it has b4en 
able to fulfill all its contracts before the 
disastrous freeze. The farmers who sold 
their cane to the Lafayette refinery are, no 
doubt, aware of their good fortune. 

It should not be overlooked by the people 
of this section that the Lafayette refinery 
does not raise a stalk of cane, but depends 
exclusively upon the small cane-growers to 
feed its mill. In this way a large number 
of farmers are afforded a ready market for 
their products, and as the capacity of the 
mill is very large farmers are enabled to 
take advantage of the favorable weather in 
the earlier part of the season. 

We believe that this refinery is one of the 
few refineries — if not the only one in the 
state — which saved all its cane. — Gazette. 



The Louisiana Planters Before the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Washington, D. C, Jan. 23, 1902. 

For more than four hdurs to-day the Louis- 
iana gentlemen representing the cane sugar 
industry interested or instructed the ways 
and mjeejis committee of the house with their 
arguments why there should be no recipro- 
city agreement with Cuba on sugar and t6- 
bacco, and why there should be no free trade 
or even a reduction of 25 per cent in the 
tariff on those products. They were well 
supplied with facts and figures and presented 
a case so strong and intelligent that the 
committee was deeply impressed. 

Colonel J. D. Hill was the principal speak- 
er and consumed nearly all the time during 
the morning hearing. His arguments were 
so clear and forceful that they received the 
undivided attention of every member of the 
committee, and during the recess favorable 
comment was passed upon them by Demo- 
crats and Republicans alike. 

The sugar situation to-day appears bright- 
er than at any time during the past thirty 
days. If the fight is not now won, the com- 
mittee certainly thoroughly understands who 
are to be the beneficiaries under the Cuban 
proposition, and with that knowledge it is 
dlflScult to believe that they can fall victims 
to the trust. The beet sugar men are not 
yet through with the committee, and if there 
is any phase of the subject which has not 
yet been covered by their own speakers or 
by those from I^oulsiana, it will be attended 
to before the hearings are closed. 

Colonel Hill began his argument by stating 
two general propositions: 

"First, that there exists no reason for the 
cry which comes from Cuba, and, second, 
that if there be no good ground for an ap- 
peal from them, then our duty is to uncover 
the hypocrite who is hiding behind these 
people." 



Before he had concluded, he fully estab- 
lished his first proposition and unmasked the 
sugar trust. He referred to the picture of 
desolation in the island of Cuba, which had 
been drawn by the speakers of the first dele- 
gation to appear before the ways and means 
committee, wherein the factories were repre- 
sented as being demolished and the people 
in a condition of destitution bordering on 
starvation. Going back to the days preced- 
ing the war with Spain, he described the 
wonderful fertility of Cuban soil, and drew 
quite a different picture, in which were seen 
the magnates and grandees of Spain who 
had builded their fortunes and their power 
en returns from this wonderful soil. 

"This," said he, "cannot be the basis of 
the cry from Cuba to the United States." 

As he proceeded. Colonel Hill compared 
the sugar industry of Cuba with that of 
Louisiana, and particularly emphasized the 
fact that cane grows on the island almost 
without cultivation or attention; that a hole 
is scratched in the ground, one or two joints 
of cane ar inserted, and no replanting is 
needed in the old soil for four or five years,, 
or in the virgin, soil for fifteen to twenty 
years. But in Louisiana, he said, it is neces- 
sary to plant the cane every year and give 
it constant attention, ^e admitted that Cuba 
may have made no money during the past 
two years, and therefore may be in poor 
condition to-day. But, he argued, they were' 
able to get 2.62 for sugar In Cuba which i 
cost them only 2.06 to produce, reaping a 
profit of 56 per hundred, which ought to 
re-eetablish the agricultural industries of 
the island. 

"They have already marketed 316,000 tons 
of sugar last year and are asking us to open 
our doors to 850,000 tons. Why do they not 
do as the South did, after the war, in re- 
building her industries, and not ask us to 
. build them up in twelve mbnths. There is 
absolutely no ground for this appeal to the 
United States. On my first proposition, is 
it not patent that they have absolutely no 
grounds?" 

Colonel Hill enumerated the numerous 
semi-tropical and tropical products, coffee, 
fruits and 'vegetables, which they could 
raise earlier than we can and which will find 
a ready market In the United States, and 
suggested that if the people of the islands 
were really suffering, they might find relief 
in this way. 

"Now, if Cuba stands on her own feet," 
he declared» "able to march forward, is 
there any reason why we should give the 
strength of our arm for her to walk more 
rapidly than nature permits?" 

Examining the claims for assistance on 
other than economic grounds, the speaker 
applied the Piatt amendments to the situa- 
tion, by which Cuba Is protected from all 
dangers beyond the seas and is enabled to 
dispense with an army and navy, and by 
which her government is enabled to embark 
among the nations of the earth without one 
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cent of public debt, a most magnificent propo- 
sition for any nation starting upon its 
course. In all this, he said, the sugar trust 
was easily seen^ for the veil was too thin to 
screen it. 

Discussing the principles of a protectice 
tariff and the reasons for imposing it, 
Colonel Hill said: 

"It is admitted that a tariff was never 
imposed except for building up the price 
inside of the protecting wall, so as to develop 
an industry and enable it to stand by itself. 
The converse of that proposition Is CKiu^ly 
true. Will it be possible to reduce any part 
of this tariff without injuring the industries 
of the United States? If you shave the tariff 
the least bit you reduce the price, and the 
product is no longer protected. With us 
it is a question of whether raw sugar is to 
have the tariff reduced or not." 

Illustrating this proposition and applying 
it to the sugar trust, Ck>lonel Hill said that 
the American refiners would bring the prod- 
uct of Cuba into the United States and beat 
down the market, and in the end sell at its 
own price. 

There is no humcuiitarian purpose on the 
part of the refiners, declared Colonel Hill, 
in this inferen(;e, and he proceeded to en- 
lighten the commit^ as to the methods 
which were employed in New Orleans in 
dealing with the sugar producers. He stated 
that when the jproducer took his sugar to 
the New Orleans refinery he was told the 
price of sugar in the New York market, 
from which 3-16 of a cent for transporta- 
tion was deducted. • 

"And our producers are obliged to accept 
this 3-16 deduction at New Orleans, because 
they cannot do better elsewhere, though the 
sugar is refined there, and there is no cost 
for transportation." 

This statement greatly surprised Chair- 
man Payne and other members of the com- 
mittee, and they asked many questions con- 
cerning the trust methods, showing that 
they were likewise of the opinion that the 
trust is not acting from . disinterested or 
benevolent motives. 

Colonel Hill referred briefly to the warfare 
which recently was waged by the sugar trust 
against the beet sugar men in the middle 
west, and declared that it was the mani- 
fest purpose of the trust to kill every other 
sugar industry in the United States but their 
own. If they succeeded in doing that, they 
would bring in the Cuban product, establish 
prices to suit themselves, because Importers 
from Europe could not compete with them,^ 
and would soon become as powerful as the 
government of the United States. 

"We cannot make su^ar in Louisiana," 
said he, "for less than 3% cents; in Cuba 
they can produce it as low as l'i4 a pound. 
Cannot they stand, with that, the tariff of 
1.68 and still make a profit?" . 

Discussing the use the lands of Louis- 
iana might be put to in case the sugar 
industry is wiped out of existence. Colonel 
Hill said that the future was barren of 
hope, for there was no other crop which 
could take its place successfully. He touched 
on the development of the Louisiana indus- 
try and t_e Improvement that has been made 
in methods and machinery, but he said he 
could not promise as much In the way of 
development as was shown by tlxe beet sugar 
men during the past two years. He illus- 
trated the Immense benefit which was en- 
Joyed in all parts of the United States, from 
Maine to California, and from the lakes to 
the gulf, by reason of the circulation that 
was given the money paid into Louisiana for 
sugar. Louisiana, in her turn bought cereals, 
mules, shoes, wearing apparel, coal; and, 
in fact, nearly everything she consumed, 
from the other states, and with $35,000,000 
from her last year's product she established 



170,000,000 of interstate commerce. Some 
reference was made to the distress of the 
Louisiana planters, caused by the recent 
f reece. He declared that th^ are now swap- 
ping dollar fo^ dollar to dispose of their 
crops, but are not calling upon the govern- 
ment to help them out, and the Cubans are 
to-day no worse off than our own planters. 
Taking up the German cartel system. Colonel 
Hill discussed it in a thoroughly competent 
manner, and from the number of questions 
asked one could easily understand that the 
committee was in need of this kind of in- 
formation. 

Mr. McClell€ui remarked that the beet su- 
gar mien had said that, with ten years of 
protection, they would be able to stand alone, 
and asked how it was with Louisiana. 
Colonel Hill replied that he had sold sugar 
from 10 cents to the present price. The re- 
duction in price was due to the fact that 
almost every dollar made in Louisiana had 
been re-invested in cultivating, in improv- 
ing plants and mechanical devices. With 
improved methods it is now possible to pro- 
duce at a cost of about 3^ cents. In the old 
days, when sugar was bringing 10 cents, the 
price was but a little above the cost The 
end in development had not been reached, 
but he declared that it was absolutely neces- 
sary to have protection to keep the producers 
out of the hands of Germany. 

Replying to questions asked by Colonel 
Robertson, Colonel Hill further elucidated 
trust methods, and said that one-half a 
million people in Louisiana were interested 
in sugar-growing; but there were others In- 
terested outside of the state, to whom he 
already had referred. Being asked if there 
was any other use to which the sugar land 
might be put, he said that for some time 
he had been Uying to get the secretary of 
agriculture to discover some new use, but 
as yet he had failed to get an answer from 
him. 

Colonel Hill was followed by (Governor 
Wannloth, who spoke for ten or fifteen min- 
utes in his breezy way, paying more atten- 
tion to oratory than to statistics. However, 
he stirred the committee by sarcastically al- 
luding to the, changing policy of congress 
and the constant ^ort to reduce the tariff on 
sugar, and, incidentally, he delivered some 
cutting criticism of General Wood's practice 
of leaving his duties in Cuba to come here 
and argue for the trust He spoke of the 
progress in sugar-growing during the past 
twenty years, and added: 

"In my Judgment, we have Just begun to 
understand the Industry." 

Governor Warmoth showed the committee 
how sugar-growing had been developed in 
Hawaii under American stimulation; how 
It was developing in Porto Rico, and he In- 
veighed against dragging In any more aliens 
to add to our already large number of sugar- 
producers. "The present proposition," he 
charged, "was from the syndicates and 
grandees of Cuba, who had great cheek In 
coming to an American congress and ask 
that the industries 'of our people be destroy- 
ed, so that they could make money out of 
our merchants and spend it In Spain." 

Cuba, he argued, was not in need of assist- 
ance. There was not a sugar mill in the 
island that was not grinding; not a chim- 
ney in Cuba that was not smoking; not a 
grower who was not getting 2.25 for cane, 
as he always got, and not a laborer unable 
to receive employment at as good wages 
as is paid In the United States. He paid 
his respects to the Cubans, who are in the 
trust, and asked on which side of the breast- 
works they stood when the American troops 
were In Cuba, answering that they were 
with the Spaniards, having been with Weyler 
and with Blanco. 

"The poor Cubans appear to have been 



entirely lost in the shuffle," he said in clos- 
ing. "You are asked to take up the cause 
of these people, who have shown their hos- 
tility to the United States by buying their 
goods elsewhere. Destroy the industry in 
Louisiana and you will destroy more than 
Cuba. Don't destroy our sugar trade to 
build up another of less value." 

Captain J. N. Pharr occupied about half 
an hour in giving the committee some in- 
formation from the standpoint 'of a manu- 
facturer. He submitted some statistics of 
his .800-ton house of last year's work. In 
that time he manufactured 46,000 tons, the 
price paid being $137,000; transportation, 
113,000; repairs, etc., $16,000; other ex- 
penses, $46,000, making a total of $212,000. 
After selling^ his sugar there was a deficit in 
the factory's business of $16,000. 

"Forty-six years ago,*'' he said, "the South- 
ern states stood in the shoes of the Cubans, 
and they were confronted with the stern 
necessity of 'root hog or die.' We rooted, 
and are uliye to-day." 

In reply to a question from Mr. McClellan 
as to which ^ould be preferable, tariff re- 
duction or annexation, he said that either 
situation was bad, but with annexation our 
laws restricting the importation of coolie 
labor would be of some benefit At the con- 
clusion of his remarks, while Mr. Payne was 
asking questions as to why Louisiana was 
still voting for the 40 per cent ad valorem, 
meaning the Democratic ticket. Captain 
Pharr took occasion to inject a little politics 
into his remarks, particularly in reference 
to the gubernatorial ^election, in which he 
was a participant. 

Mr. James W. Porch, speaking for the 
Board of Trade and the Progreesive Union, 
made some very strong statements as to 
conditions in southern Louisiana. 

"If Cuba is in need," he said, " why not 
make a cash donation to help them, instead 
of saddling the relief on the Louisiana sugar 
planters. If you will let us alone we will 
produce sugar and supply the world before 
we get through. 

Being asked by Chairman Payne how the 
planters were able to withstand the 40 per 
cent ad valorem of the Wilson bill, he re- 
plied that conditions were better then, and 
sugar was bringing more money, while labor 
was drawinsT less. 

"Now," he added, "the crisis is acute, and 
if this proposition should carry, I think it 
would destroy our industry." 

Ex-Representative T. S. Wilkinson occu- 
pied but a few moments In addressing the 
committee. He said that the distress was 
not real, but was Inspired; that it did not 
come from the forests of Cuba, from her 
mines, her asphalt Industry, from the labor- 
ers lately freed from Spain, nor from Spain 
herself, but from the companies who bought 
Cuban lands in enormous quantities, and who 
are now seeking to break down the tariff 
barriers by reciprocity or otherwise, so as to 
produce in Cuba enough sugar to dominate 
the market of the United States. 

"I appeal for Justice," he said, "against 
generosity toward a foreign power to whom 
we have been generous beyond precedent" 

G. W. Nott presented the plea of the bank- 
ers, and was followed by the last speaker of 
the delegation, Mr. D. D. Colcock. Mr. Col- 
cock did not present an argument, but ex- 
plained briefly the cartel system in Germany 
and Austria, and answered a few questions 
on that subject. 

The sugar growers' protest was also sub- 
mitted to the committee. 

The gentlemen of the delegation will not 
return to New Orleans before the end ol 
the week, as they consider it wise to attend 
the other sugar hearings before the ways 
and means committee, and their presence 
may be needed later.— Teleijrram to Picayune- 
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The Sui:ar Industry of Louisiana. 

The sugar industry of Louisiana is able 
to point with considerable pride to its ante- 
cedents and is able to boast of somewhat 
more antiquity than is usually the case 
among the pursuits, and particularly the 
manufacturing pursuits, of our comparative- 
ly new industrial system. The banks of the 
lower Mississippi, consisting as they do of a 
very rich alluvial soil, were early recog- 
nized by the French settlers, many of whom 
had experience in cane culture in the West 
Indies, as being admirably f^dapted to the 
raising of this semi-tropical plant, and al- 
though the climate was not warm enough to 
admit of the same luxurious development of 
the canes which they attained in parallels 
nearer the equator, nor even allow them to 
reach maturity and bring forth seed and 
flower, they embarked in the business hope- 
fully and were eventually successful In their 
efforts. To their patience and care in nur- 
turing the tender exotic which they import- 
ed from the shores of the Caribbean until it 
became acclimated and learned to resist with 
its delicate leaves and fragile bark the rude 
caresses of the Northern, winds, we owe the 
present great agricultural and maoufactur- 
ing web which spreads over some thirty of 
the parishes of lower Louisiana, and dots 
the areamy district where Longfellow's 
Evangeline dwelt in sylvan peace with rumb- 
ling factories. These establishments cost 
in many instances fr9m |300,000 to |600,000. 
The machinery in them is of the best possi- 
ble construction and embraces every modem 
and progressive idea in sugar manufacture; 
In fact, the Louisiana sugar uistrict is vis- 
ited every year by sugar factory proprietors 
from Java, Cuba, Hawaii and other dlstaot 
countries who come to inspect the American 
plants, knowing them to be the best, and 
believing the time and money spent In a 
study of tnem well invested. 

The beginning of all Uiis, inatitiitad as be- 
fore mentioned by the French^ many of 
whose descendants still survive and by their 
genial courtesy lend a great charm to the 
community, was necessarily an humble and 
unpretentious effort. Horse mills, open ket- 
tles for boiling the Juice, and primitive ap- 
pliances for its treatment were in vogue and 
the use of steam power, as well as the pro- 
cess of boiling in vacuum — ^probably the most 
notable departure in sugar manufacture — 
were of later inauguration. 

In 1751, while the Marquis de Vaudreull 
was Governor of Louisiana, a small supply 
of sugar cane was brought from San I>omin- 
go in an army transport, and it was con- 
signed to the Jesuit Fathers at New Orleans, 
who planted it in their garden. The Jesuits 
made a number of attempts to manufacture 
sugar from their canes but were always un- 
successful. For a number of years these 
attempts were kept up, not only by the 
priests themselves but by a number of plant- 
ers and country gentlemen in the vicinity, 
who secured from the Jesuits small quan- 
tities of cane for their experiments. One of 
these, Dubreuil, a very wealthy man, entered 
into the work on quite an expensive scale, 
constructing a sugar house and laboring at 
the prouiem assiduously up to as late as 1763 
when he became discouraged and gave up 
the matter as a fruitless undertaking. For 
several years more desultory attempts to 
make sugar were kept up by the various as 
pirants, among them Destrehan, at that time 
the treasurer of the iving of France in the 
colony, but the result of tiieir best efforts 
was a mushy, jeuy-like product, some of 
which they attempted to export to France but 
it leaked out of the barrels and was ruined 
en voyage. By 1770 the whole matter was 



abandoned, and the cultivation of cane was 
kept up only by a few gardeners who ex- 
pressed the juice and sold it in the form of 
syrup, and who also sold the canes them- 
selves to the children, who doubtless loved 
to chew them quite as much as they do now. 

One of those who kept up this cane culti- 
vation was a Spaniard named Soils, who had 
tried sugar manufacture himself, but, like 
ethers, had abandoned it, and who in 1791 
made a sale of all his cane and his disused 
sugar making apparatus to A. Mendez, a gen- 
tleman of New Orleans, who, nothing daunt- 
ted, sent to San Domingo for a practical su- 
gar expert, and by their combined efforts 
they actually turned out a few barrels of 
merchantable sugar, and he the next year, 
1792, presented to Don Rendon, the Spanish 
Intendant, a few diminutive loaves of excel- 
lent white sugar. A great commotion was 
made over the achievement of Mr. Mendez, 
though his experiments led to no commercial 
success. 

The year 1792. however, was des^ned to 
mark a great epoch in this industry which 
had hitherto met with so many dubious ex- 
periences. Etienne de Bore, finding his in- 
digo crop unprofitable, and undaunted by 
the line Of failures which he was obliged 
to contemplate, employed the San Domingo 
expert, Morin, imported by Mendez, had him 
construct a factory, in the mesmtime pliant- 
ing and cultivating canes purchased from 
Mendez and in 1796, having completed his 
preparations and prelimizuur experiments, 
he ground his crop with triumphsat success 
and made a quantity of sugar sufficient to 
bring him no less than |12,000 when sold on 
the market Renewed efforts wore aroused 
everywhere by the success of de Bore, and 
sugar msaufacture in Louisiana became firm- 
ly established, the output steadily increasing, 
until thirty years later, in 1826, it had 
reached Che very respeetatile total of some 
23,000 tons. 

At the outbreak of the civil war in 1861 
the Louisiana sugar crop amounted to no 
less than 236,000 tons, but the disastrous con- 
flict wrought havoc, the lands went out oi 
cultivation, the levees were neglected, and 
1865 saw only a pitiful total of 9,000 tons 
turned out by the entire sugar growing re- 
gion of the state. A gradual revival then 
set in, but it took some thirty years, or un- 
til 1893, for the crop to equal that of 1861. 
This slow recuperation was in the main due 
to the fact that sugar has ever since the war 
been made the foot-ball of the two great po- 
litical parties, and the constant uncertainty 
concerning the protection to be afforded it 
against tropical cane sugar, made by slave or 
indentured labor, and the European bounty- 
fed beet, the fact being always patent that it 
could not exist in open competition with 
either of tnese rivals. Hence investments 
were made with caution and develojJment 
was, and is still, a great deal slower than 
would otherwise be the case. At the present 
time the tariff on sugar coming into the 
United States averages about $36 per ton, 
but all development has been checked and 
all investment aiscouraged by the constant 
agitation of reciprocity treaties with differ- 
ent sugar producing countries, in all of the 
treaties sugar being the chief article sched- 
uled for tariff reduction. In aduitlon to this 
the acquisition of Hawaii. Porto Rico and the 
Philippines, and the threatened annexation 
of Cuba, all heavy sugar producers, and all 
working under the peculiar conaitlons which 
prevail in the tropics, and which the inhabi- 
tants of the temperate zone cannot, and do 
not want to imitate, operates as a menace to 
domestic sugar manufacture, and the alarm 
of the Louisiana producers is shared to its 



fullest extent by the beet sugar manufactu- 
rers of the North and West who see, espec- 
ially in the movement for Cuban annexation, 
the greatest danger that has ever confronted 
them. Since the last issue of the Trades- 
man's Annual, therefore, the sugar manufac- 
turers of the South can report very, little 
progress. They consider that it would 
scarcely be the part of wisdom to Increase 
their investuMuts when the free importation 
of Cuban sugars, if accomplished, will work 
ruin among them. 

Porto Rico produces annually about 150,- 
000 tons of sugar, and Hawaii about 350,000 
tons. These sugars are already enjoying 
free entry but the quantity coming in has 
not hitherto been sufficiently large to be im- 
mediately dangerous to the domestic pro- 
ducers. What they fear Is the Cuban crop, 
which amounted to 1,000,000 tons before the 
last revolution on the island, and which will 
this year nearly reach that figure again, a 
marvelous recuperation after the bitter ih- 
temlclne warfare which raged throughout 
the country, and a very few years will see 
,the crop of Cuba forging steadily towards 
' two million tons, which is approximately the 
total consumption of the United States at 
present. 

We Americans are good sugar eaters, only 
one other nation. Great Britain, being ahead 
of us in the consumption per capita, but were 
Cuba added to our possessions we would soon 
find ourselves raising on our own territory 
Diore sugar than we cpuld consume, and, 
like Germany, France, Russia and other 
European countries, we would have ti sur- 
plus for export — ^with nowhere to export it to. 

Tlie different European governments fos- 
ter their sugar making industries with a 
paternal care and some of tnls was recently 
brought into prominent notice by the con- 
troversy between. Secretary Gage and M. de, 
Witte, the Russian minister of finance, con- 
cerning the importation of Kussian sugars 
into the United States. There is a clause in 
the Dingloy law wnich states that whenever 
any country shall pay or bestow any bounty 
upon the exportation of any SJticle or mer- 
chandise which is dutiable, then, upon the 
importation of such mercoandlse into the 
United States, there shall be levied, in addi- 
tion to the duties otherwise imposed, an ad- 
ditional duty equal to the net amount of such 
bounty. Tne Russian system of fostering 
by an export bounty its overgrown sugar 
industry, is a most ingenious one, and suffi- 
ciently complicated in its operai.on to lead 
M. de Witte to combat the position taken by 
Secretary Gage, and in which the latter was 
fortified by the united beet and cane sugar 
interests of the United States, who clearly 
pointed out the unequivocal fact that the 
Russian law operated so as to pay a bounty 
on the export of sugar amounting to about 
1% cents a pound. Russia produces much 
more sugar than she can consume. In the 
distribution of this sugar the government 
takes a hand. It stipulates that a certain 
portion may be held and the remainder ex- 
ported, that set aside for export last year ag- 
gregating some 260,000 tons, or almost as 
much as the entire Louisiana crop. All Im- 
portation of sugar into Russia is shut off 
by a tariff so high as to be prohibitive, and 
that portion of the Russian output, therefore, 
which is sold at home, can, by restricting 
its volume, and shutting off all importations, 
be disposed of at high prices to the Russian 
consumers. The government undertakes to 
do this and prevents any surplus from com- 
ing on the home market, thus directly main- 
taining the high range of prices, and what- 
ever the factories make over and above the 
Russian requirements the government makes 
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them export, which they do, getting a lower 
price' for it than they do at home, but 80 
high is the range of values maintained by 
government control, on the home market, 
that the Russian factory is able to export 
its surplus and offer it for sale for what it 
will bring, secure in the knowledge that the 
price at home will ue fixed by the government 
at a high enough figure to prevent all loss, 
and, on the contrary. Insure a good profit on 
the total business done. 

Secretary Gage held, and rightly so, that 
the Russian government was pursuing a pol- 
icy which operated as a bounty on the export 
of sugar, in which position he was sustained 
by the ^nited States Board of General Ap- 
praisers, and a countervailing duty was lev- 
iea accordingly. 

The interests of the Louisiana cane sugar 
producers and the beet sugar producers of 
California, Nebraska, Michigan, New York, 
Ck)lorado, Ohio and other states of the North 



some 600,000 tons, which will give some idea 
of the immensity of the refining interests. 

The total consumption of sugar in the 
United States in 1900 was 2,219,847 tons, a 
per capita average of 66.6 pounds, and 1,709,- 
229 tons of the sugar came from foreign 
sources — Java, Cuba, the European beet coun- 
tries and elsewhere, most of it being im- 
ported raw, and refined by the trust. The 
consumption for the ten years ending in 
1900 was as follows: 

In 1900, 2,219,847 tons; in 1899, 2,078,068 
tons; in 1898, 2,002,902 tons; in 1897, 2.070,- 
978 tons; in 1896, 1,940,086 tons; in 1895, 
1,949,744 tons; in 1894, 2,012,714 tons; in 
1893, 1,905,862 tons; in 1892, l,8o3.370 tons; 
in 1891, 1,872,400 tons. 

The consumption of sugars directly from 
the plantation Is comparatively small, and 
yet a strictly choice white clarified sugar, 
right from the sugar house, is a delicious 
article, and, to the educated palate is pref- 



The old open kettle process of sugar manu- 
facture still survives to an appreciable de- 
gree, however, and from establishments of 
this character, where no "centrifugals'* are 
in use, comes the delicious molasses which 
has for a long time been, and is still, so fa- 
mous. 

The tendency towards ihe central factory 
system which has existed in recent years has 
operated to lessen the number of small 
houses, using simple processes of manufac- 
ture, and to concentrate the work among the 
big establishments costing two or three hun- 
dred thousand dollars and equipped with the 
most improved machinery. Many owners of 
antiquated plants have been led to discon- 
tinue the operation of them and have become 
merely raisers of cane which they sell to the 
large establishments by the ton, finding this 
more profitable. Shipments of cane are made 
over long distances to the "Centrals," and the 
price paid for it is usually based on the mar- 
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and West were of course in this matter, as 
in practically all other matters, identical. 
They were mutually threatened by foreign 
producers, and mutually antagonistic to the 
American Sugar Refining Co., popularly 
known as the "Sugar Trust," which controls 
some three-fourths of the refineries in the 
United States, and which is naturally anx- 
ious that raw sugars should ba imported 
without duty, in order that they may cheaply 
obtain an abundant supply for their plants 
to operate on. The opposition of the sugar 
trust has bound the beet and cane sugar in- 
terests of this country very closely together. 
Neither sees in the other at this time a com- 
petitor, but, on the contrary, a friend with 
whom common cause must be made, and har- 
mony of action and a sincere regard, each 
for the other, has characterized all the pro- 
ceedings of these two great interests. 

The amount of refined sugar which went 
into consumption from the shipping rooms 
of the American Sugar Refining Co., In 1900, 
was enormous, aggregating nearly 1,500.000 
tons, and the independent refiners supplied 



erable to nine-tenths of the refined sugars 
put on the market. It has the aroma of the 
cane juice and is white, rich and beautiful. 

Another product of the Louisiana cane 
fields wnich has never been equalled is the 
pure open kettle molasses, which it is now 
impossible to obtain except through some 
special arrangement with the producer or 
with some one who is in a position to secure 
a barrel before it tails into the hands of the 
mixing Philistines. The writer of this ar- 
ticle sent a barrel of choice "bleedings" to 
a man in Western North Carolina last year 
and the fame of it still lingers in the moun- 
tain fastnesses of the Old North State. 

The tendency of late years, however, has 
been, by the application of improved pro- 
cesses, to extract so much sugar from the 
molasses as to leave it depleted of saccha- 
rine matters and consequently ill adapted 
for human food, tnough low grade goods are 
commanding a steadily growing range of 
usefulness as food for the plantation work 
animals. The stock take to it eagerly and 
it is nutritious and fattening in its effects. 



ket price of prime yellow clarified sugar, 
fluctuating as the sugar market fluctuates. 
This has divorced, to some extent, the manu- 
facturing from the agricultural side of the 
industry, altnough almost all the central faxi- 
tories cultivate more or less cane on their 
own account. 

Cane raising is an absorbing problem in 
itself and might well be left entirely to a 
different set of men from those who are bu^ 
dened with the perplexities of its na^'^^^f' 
ture into sugar. It is planted both in tne 
spring and in the fall, that planted in JBC 
fall remaining practically dormant in "W 
ground through the winter. As the Pjanv 
ings are made from the canes themselvWj 
the new shoots springing from the ®y®^ * 
the joints, it is necessary to preserve a Qnaa- 
tity of cane through the cold weather lor 
making the spring planting, and this is aon 
by cutting the cane and placing it ^^^^ 
or windrows, the leaves overlaying the duwp 
and the whole being covered with ear^* * 
protects li from freezing, and it is taken v 
in the spring and planted. Sometime^ »* 
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treme cold weather and other inclement con- 
ditions are found to have wrought havoc with 
it, but ordinarily the stalks are found unin^ 
Jured and the eyes sound and full of life. The 
young canes are cultivated assiduously until 
about July, by which time they have attained 
a fair height and ieaf development, and the 
last working is then given them, tommonly 
called the "laying by." After this they are 
let alone until the time arrives for beginning 
the harvest, about the middle of October, 
when th^ cutting gangs swarm into the fields 
and rapidly clear them of the luxuriant 
growth with which they are covered. 

It ordinarily taKes between two and three 
months to cut and grind the crop, thus bring- 
ing the roiiing season to a close about the 
first of January. A prolonged campaign is 
attended with many risks, as in Louisiana 
hard freezes are to be expected after Christ- 
mas, and, indeed, they often come before 
Christmas, and frozen canes, unless passed 



dian summer, in fact it is easily the most de- 
lightful time of the year in this latitude and 
rain seldom falls. 

The up-to-date sugar house is a labyrinth 
of machinery, but the essential features of 
sugar making are simple and easily under- 
stood. The canes are first passed through a 
ponderous mill, the pressure being regula- 
ted by hydraulic devices, and the Juice from 
the crushed canes is then treated with sul- 
phur and lime, the sulphur disinfecting and 
bleaching it, and tne subsequent liming coun- 
teracting the natural acidity of the Juice 
which has been accentuated by the sulphur. 
When the impurities in the Juice have been 
precipitated it is ready to be boiled and this 
is done in vacuum in all modern houses. 
From the vacuum pan the cooked mass goes 
to the mixer and the centrifugals, the latter 
being rapidly revolving cylinders which sep- 
arate the molasses from the sugar by centri- 
fugal force. This, generally speaking, com- 



meritorious mechanical device, so that the 
Louisiana sugar house of to-day ranks high 
in efllciency and embodies every advanced 
idea. 

The recent discovery of oil in Teaxs Is 
proving of value to the Louisiana producers 
and will enable them to effect a saving in 
their fuel bills. During the campaign of 
this year it was used by only some fifteen 
or twenty sugar factories, mainly because 
the vast majority oi them had their coal sup- 
ply contracted for before the possibilities of 
the Beaumont field became manifest About 
three barrels of oil will replace a ton of good 
Pittsburg steam coal in an eflScient oil burn- 
ing plant; and its cleanliness, easy control 
and convenient handling would seem to rec- 
ommend it even were the price of coal 
brought down to a competitive basis. That 
next year will see the majority of the sugar 
factories equipped with oil burners seems 
highly probable, especially as there are such 
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through the mill without delay, deteriorate 
rapidly and become unfii for sugar making 
purposes. The planter who finds himself 
confronted wiUi weather conditions indicat- 
ing a freeze, while a considerable amount of 
his cane is still standing in the field, usu- 
ally resorts to windrowmg. He cuts the 
cane as quickly as possible, turning every 
available hand into the field for Cnis purpose, 
and covers it over as best he can, the tops 
and leaves materially assisting^ him in form- 
ing a suflicient protection to prevent the 
frost from penetrating to tne tender stalks. 
All this is, however, an expensive operation, 
and is only undertaken when, in the judg- 
ment of the planter, a failure to do so would 
entail disaster to a portion of his crop. It 
(A'dinarlly happens, too, that rainy weather 
sets in by the first of January, making the 
plantation roads nearly impassable for the 
heavy cane carts, and rendering the whole 
operation of harvesting the crop a tedious 
and difficult one. To finish, therefore, before 
the advent of the severest winter weather 
is always desired. From October to Christ- 
mas is usually, in Louisiana, a period of In- 



pletes the process, though the sugar may oe 
washed while in the centrifugals, and may 
be passed through a granulator if granulated 
sugar is desired, in the old open kettle pro- 
cess the boiling is done in open vessels, hence 
the name applied to this method of sugar 
making. There are usually four large ket- 
tles in which the juice is boiled successively, 
getting denser and denser, until the last boil- 
ing point is about 240 degrees. It Is then 
taken out and allowed to cool and granulate 
and the molasses drained off and it is this 
open kettle molasses that is so justly famous. 
A number of open kettle houses have of late 
years put in centrifugal machines and the 
general tendency is of course all the time 
towards a jmore exhaustive working of the 
molasses, to get from it all the sugar possi- 
ble, depleting its richness to just that ex- 
tent. 

As mentioned in the beginning of this ar- 
ticle, Louisiana is one of the world's leaders 
in all that pertains to economical and up-to- 
date sugar manufacture. Necessity is the 
mother of invention, and the close margin 
of profit has compelled the adoption of every 



marked indications of oil in the state of 
Louisiana, in cxose proximity to the sugar 
belt, and even wcil witnm it. Indeed the 
possibility oi each factory having an oil well 
in the back yard for its own use scarcely 
seems chimerical .n these days of wonderful 
developments along that line. 

It should be a source of satisfaction to 
Americans everywhere that sugar manufac- 
ture has Deen carried on so persistently in 
Louisiana for so many years, 'ihe obstacles 
which have continually arisen have been 
often formidable, but they have been hitherto 
surmounted by true American pluck and de- 
termination, and let us all hope that nothing 
will arise to crush this industry, which has 
been so ably and so hopefully fostered and 
built up. If given encouragement Louisiana, 
Texas, FlorAua and the beet sugar states of 
the North and West can pour into the lap 
of the republic a wealth of sweet glistening 
crystals that will supply all its wants, and 
who will say that American sugar does not 
taste sweeter to Americans than any other? 
— Reginald Dykers, in Chattanooga Trades- 
man. 
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FOREIGN LBTTBBS. 

Berlin. 

(special corbespomdbncc) 

Berlin, Jak. 4, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

iTie new year, which I wish to be a most 
happy oiie for you and your esteemed read- 
ers, begins meteorologically in the same un- 
seasonable manner as the old year has been 
doping with, that is to say, the weather con- 
tinues warm and rainy, the thermometer 
showing 10 degrees above freezing point and 
the moist precipitations causing In many sec- 
tions a rising of the rivers and even partial 
inundations. On several occasions I have 
pointed out the disadvantages of a winte;r 
like that we are having now, quite apart 
from the unpropitious influence the weather 
is exercising on the beets still to be converted 
into sugar, whose quantity fortunately is 
comparatively insignificant. By the way, re- 
ports from abroad strike about the same 
note, only Russia seems to be a shade better 
off, the weather being mild and dry and thus 
permitting tnem to go on with field opera- 
tions, which augurs well for the next crop. 
Speaking of next crop, however, it should be 
by all means much smaller than that of 1901- 
1902, no matter whether the restriction be 
caused by natural influences or by a marked 
reduction of beet growing. The plethora of 
sugar now existing eannot be suffered to iMt 
any longer or even to be fostered by contin- 
ued overproduction, which has broui^t the 
entire sugar interests to the verge of ruin, 
and it is generally admitted that ^e most 
pessimistic views are left b^ind by the re- 
ality, such as it is and probably will be. 

The principal interest Is now concentrated 
on the BruBilels bounty conference, but it 
seems taat those who predicted that It would 
turn out a signal failure have been right. 
The conference has been adjourned before 
Christmas to n^eet again on January 6. But 
this date has been changed and it is said 
now that either the 13th or zOth inst. will 
be flxe^ for the next session. To many per- 
sons, however, it seems quite doubtful wheth- 
er the delegates will meet again. The pres- 
ent reassembling has taken place to a great 
part on the instigation of France, who, in 
view 01 the state of her finances, wanted to 
lighten the burden of her taxpayers by cur- 
tailing or abolishing the sugar bounties. But 
for doing so her delegates have made her ac- 
tion dependent on certain conditions to be 
carried out by the other powers. They de- 
mand for instance that the import duties 
everywhere should be reduced to a minimum 
amount, which condition is aimed as a blow 
at the kartells. These latter are an agree- 
ment and measure of defense in bad times, 
but times iiave become so very bad that even 
the kartells may fail to be of effective ser- 
vice, at least, it remains to be seen whether 
the weapon will prove as powerful as the pro- 
moters of these institutions have believed 
them to be. 



As a characteristic of the present hard 
times for the sugar industry it may be noted 
that a German sugar factory had 1,500 tons 
of her beets only worked to cuttings and 
dried them without converting them into su- 
gar and the same factory has also denatural- 
ized 1,000 ctr. (50 tons) of her second run- 
nings. This factory is setting a good exam- 
ple, which ought to be followed as mucli as 
possible. 

The imposition of an export duty in Rou- 
mania, of which I wrote you the other day, 
has passed the chambers, but it seems that 
the measure is productive of serious conse- 
quences. In the first place the ambassador 
of Belgium has protested against it on the 
ground that tbe capital invested in the sugar 
factories of Roumania originates from Bel- 
gium, and as the Belgian capitalists see their 
capitals endangered they object to the impo- 
sition of an export duty which is apt to cur- 
tail the profits of the factories, so as to leave 
no interest on the capital. The Belgiail 
ijaoney lenders therefore do everything in 
their power to induce the Roumanian gov- 
ernment to withdraw the new law and main- 
tain the lormer legal conditions of sugar 
manufacturing. Besides it is reported that 
one factory in consequence of the measure 
in question has already shut up. But this is 
possibly a misapprehension, as the factory— 
Bascut is its name — ^has perhaps finished the 
campaign. 

Near SotUt in Bulgaria there is also a beet 
sugar factory since several years in activity. 
It has been sometimes in a more or less pre- 
carious conaition because of the difllculties 
the administration met with in procuring 
the necessary quantity of beets. In these 
latter times, however, an improvement seems 
4,0 have taken place in this respect, but there 
have been other inconvenient circumstances 
which disturbed the prosperous course of the 
young enterprise and the last of them has 
been a strike of the working men which 
nearly led to acts of violence. This, how- 
ever, has been prevented by the iptervention 
of the prefect of police, who mediated be- 
tween the director of the sugar factory and 
the strikers. It is any way a noteworthy 
fact, that with the civilization accompanying 
always the growth and production of sugar, 
also the nght between capital and labor is 
setting in, even in those Eastern countries 
where not long ago patriarchal institutions 
were prevailing. 

There is a controversy going on with re- 
spect to the value of the peat molasses, 
which on one side is contested on the ground 
that peat is not digestive and even carries 
away from the stomach of the cattle sub- 
stances of a digestive character, whilst on 
the other side this is denied and a fully 
wholesome effect is claimed for the peat mo- 
lasses fodder. 

The condition of the markets is going from 
bad to worse; there has been at the opening 
a semblance ot an improvement, some refin- 
ers replenishing their stocks; however, the 



better disposition vanished very soon and 
prices are closing lower ail around, viz., at 
Magdeburg for actual 88 per cent sugars at 
M. 7.50—7.65 and at Hamburg delivery Jan- 
uary is quoted at ML 6.75 f. o. b. Prices of 
refined have been reduced to the extent of 
25 pfennigs per 50 kilogr. 

Robert Hennig. 



Havana. 

Havana, Jan. 18, 1902. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPOMDEMCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — This market haa ruled 
quiet and weak, owing to the continuous 
decline in London and Ne^ York, and al 
though quotations for beet have slightly ad- 
vanced at the last hour, as no improvement 
has been reported froni the United States, 
purchasers at this place have not as yet de- 
termined to resume operations and sales 
have accordingly remained restricted to a 
few small, stray lots, which changed hands, 
chiefiy for local consumption, at prices a 
small fraction higher than those quotations 
from New York would- allow exporters to 
pay at present, say l^ to 1% cents per 
pound, which are about % to % of a cent 
lower than the actual manufacturing coat of 
the produce, as it will be seen further down. 

Weather and Crop Reports — It has again 
rained more or less copiously over the great- 
er part of the island and the rainy weather 
interfered at some place* with the crop 
operations, on account of increased difficul- 
ties in hauling the cane to the mills. 

Notwithstanding this clrcum»tanoe, on the 
whole grinuing progresses satisfactorily, the 
density in the juice is extraordinarily high 
for the season and the number of planta- 
tions getting under way, in the expectation 
of a reduction, ere long, on duties in the 
United States, daily increases. 

In a certain number of localities, planters 
and cane growers avail themselves of the 
propitious prevailing weather to prepare 
their fields for spring planting. 

Cuban Sugar Jndustry^The first sugar 
plantation in Cuba was erected toward the 
year 1576, at Cerro, which is to-day one of 
the most elegant suburbs ot Havana and tHeir 
number increased steadily until 1775, when 
there were on the island no less than 473 
plantations and in 1877, 1,191, which were 
located as follows: 81 in the province of 
Santiago de Cuba; 87 in that of Pinar (del 
Rio; 180 in that of Havana; 334 in that of 
Santa Clara and, finally, 509 in that of 
Matanzas. 

From aforementioned date the sugar in- 
dustry progressed continually, owing to the 
improvements introduced in the machinery 
and perfected apparatus, the establishment 
of narrow gauge railways for the special 
use of plantations, the invention of cane 
dischargers and carrier loaders of various 
systems. 

In the mean time the necessity of in- 
creasing the producing capacity of planta- 
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tions caused their number to decrease In 
order to reduce manufacturing expenses to 
their lowest point and all plantations man- 
aged according to the ancient system disap- 
peared gradually and were substituted by the 
modem sugar factories, which, besides their 
own cane, grind that which they are able to 
acquire outside, extending their purchases to 
the most distant localities that are con- 
nected with the factory by railway. 

On this account the number of plantations 
had already dwindled down to about 600, 
prior to the last war, and instead of dimin- 
ishing, the production was gradually en- 
hanced from 460,000 tons in 1877, to over 1,- 
000,000 tons in 1894-95; according to state- 
ment of the secretary of agriculture, there 
were, in 1899, on the whole island, 574 fac- 
tories, of which 483 w^re more or less In- 
jured and only 91 remained in good produc- 
ing conditions and, of the former, 99 were 
being reconstructed in 1900, the lands of the 
balance having generally been distributed to 
tenants who cultivated cane thereon. 

The number of plantations that ground 
in 1900-1901 was 157, whose location was as 
follows: Two in the province of Porto 
Principe; 7 in that of Pinar del Rio; 17 in 
that of Havana; 24 in that 6t Santiago de 
Cuba; 49 in that of Matanzas, and, finally, 60 
in that of Santa Clara, which turned out 
636,000 tons of sugar, at an average extrac- 
tion of 8.80 per cent, and 0.78 per cent in 
first and second class produces. 

The factors that interfere in the manu- 
facturing cost of sugar are so numerous and 
of 80 diverse natures, that It is very difficult, 
not to say impossible, to accurately calcu- 
late what said cost is really; still, it may be 
said that the expenses inpurred into to place 
one acre of virgin land under culture i^id 
to attend it until the cane be fit to be cut, 
is, on an average, $36.00 for the first year 
and $12.00 for each of the subsequent ones. 
Assuming that a cane field may last five 
years, the total disbuiisement will aggregate 
$96.00 and calculating the yield of one acre 
at 18 tons of cane, the actual cost of each 
ton will be of about $1.10, and the average 
expense for cutting, raising and hauling 
same, $1.50, which makes the total value of 
the ton of cane delivered alongside of the 
plantation carried, $2.60. 

Reckoning the cost of labor and manufac- 
turing expenses of one ton of cane at $2.00, 
on an average, and the yield of first and sec- 
ond class sugars at 9.68 per cent, the cost of 
the product will be 1.84 cents per pound, to 
which the freight to shipping port, which is 
on an average, 0.02 hundredths of a cent per 
pound, must be added, which will enhance 
the total cost of sugar to 1.86 cents per 
pound, exclusive of the interest and sinking 
of capital and the general expenses to be 
incurred into during the dead season. 

According to data fi'om the record of the 
Planters' Association, from 1833 to 1863, the 
Cuban production was doubled each ten 
years, as follows: 90,315 tons in 1833; 177,820 



tons in 1843; 822,619 tons in 1853; and 509,- 
897 tons in 1863;«had the increase continued 
in the same proportion, the output ought 
to have exceeded 1,000,000 tons in 1873; but, 
although 732,000 tons were made in 1875, 
which is the largest crop that had ever been 
taken off previous to that year, the produc- 
tion steadily decreased therefrom until 1886, 
when it added up 724,000 tons, and continued 
increasing year by year until 1888-89, when, 
owing to the 1888 cyclone, it receded to 560,- 
000 tons; but in 1890-91, it again went up, 
to 816,000 tons; in 1891-92, to 881,000; in 
1892-93 to 921.000; in 1893-94 to 1,054,000 and 
in 1894-95, 1,004,000; in 1895-96 it declined 
to 327,000 tons, owing to the war; to 232,000 
in 1896-97; to 307,000 in 1897-98; to 300,000 
in 1898-99; to 324,000 in 18^^^-1900, and went 
up again to 636,000 in 1900-1901, the rapid 
and unprecedented reconstruction of the 
Cuban sugar industry evincing the marvel- 
ous conditions of this island as a sugar pro- 
ducing country. 

Despite the advantages the bounty sys- 
tem affords to the beet sugar manufactur- 
ers in Europe, they will not be able to com- 
pete with Cuba, as soon as she will be in 
condition of availing herself of the fertility 
of her soil, the mildness of her climate and 
the enormous area of uncultivated land that 
still remains here be placed under culture. 

T. D. 



Mexico* 

(SPECIAL CORBXSPOMDBMCa.) 

Editor LouUiana Planter: 

As I have been busy since reaching Mexico 
I have had but little time to write, and my 
impressions are yet too fresh to sa3» anything 
about Mexico. Tet I will give a few random 
notes about things here as they are at pres- 
ent. 

The cane grows tall here, much taller than 
in Louisiana, and, at this time, is mostly in 
tassel, and the top Joints are badly sprouted, 
and, in some instances, suckers are starting 
from the sprouts, and the stalk looks like a 
bush. 

The soil all the way from the border is a 
slippery clay when wet, and is waxy; and, 
when dry, is hard as brick and cracks open 
deep down. 

The labor is all Indian and they are 
patient, obedient and enduring; but are not 
accustomed to American methods of work. 
The only tool they use, or have been trained 
to, is the machete, and they are expert in the 
use of it, cutting down the forest growth 
and mowing grass. They get about 75 cents 
a day Mexican currency, which is now at 
2:16 to one of gold. 

In a long ride up the Tamesi river I saw 
many fine plantations of bananas, many fine, 
large mango trees, and only two orange 
trees. Oranges, however, are grown in con- 
siderable quantity along the Panuco river, 
and are very fine. Along the Tamesi river 
there are some small patches of cane, about 
one acre in extent at each hacienda, and the 



mills are made of wood with gearing mor- 
ticed into tne rollers. Most of the ranches 
are devoted to cattle growing and are in 
para grass, which is four feet high and very 
thick. Most of the buildings are built of 
poles, and thatched with grass. The lagopns 
surrounding Tampico are filled with wild 
' fowl, such as ducks of all kinds, geese, pell- 
cans, flamingoes, snipe and wMer chickens. 
The forests are full of pecaries (wild hogs), 
deer, tigers, wild cats, wolves. Jaguars and 
turkeys. • 

There are two seasons, the wet and dry. 
Corn is planted in June and harvested in 
January and yields about 30 bushels per 
acre. Cane, so far as I can see, does not grow 
any greater tonnage than the better yields in 
Louisiana. The Mexicans dig holes, three 
feet apart each way, and put in a couple of 
points, and Just let it grow; no culture. 

Later will try to give some better details. 

Lake Buddy. 



Santo D^mingo^ 

(special corbbspondbncb.) 

Dboembeb 25, 1901. 
Editor Loui9iana Planter:. 

The weather here continues somewhat 
cooler than is common, ranging from 92 in 
the shade in the hottest part of the day to 
52 in the latter part of the night, though 
the latter figure is exceptional, the tempera- 
ture at nis^t generally running about 60, 
with an occasional shower. This is in the 
western part of the republic, while in the 
east it is slightly warmer, with frequent and 
heavy showers. Withal it is very good cane 
growing weather. It is quite evident it 
would be more profitable to the planters 
should they delay their grinding this sea- 
son to a later date than in former years, for 
the late rains have given much of the cane 
a second growth, keeping down the purity as 
well as the density. 

Some of the houses now in operation are 
experiencing much trouble. The Central 
Azuana, one of the Vicinni estates which 
started up on December 2nd is getting a 
small yield of inferior quality, the density 
of the Juice being only six and one-half de- 
gree Beau me. Further than the density it is 
impossible to state what are the qualities or 
short-comings of their Juice and its products 
since this estate employs no chemist It is 
reported, however, that the Azuana will close 
down for a time to allow the Juice to ripen 
further. This, it would seem, is their best 
plan, for "Nature is the best sugar-maker," 
and no man can get sugar out of the sugar 
house which was never grown in the field. 

The hurricane which swept the north side 
of the island in September completely pros- 
trated the banana business, and it is re- 
ported that the large banana and cocoa es- 
tates on Samana Bay are much disorganized 
and that they have discharged their help 
and closed their offices. Whether or not 
this is permanent your correspondent is not 
informed, though it is more than likely they 
will build the business up again, for Ameri- 
can pluck and perseverance are seldom 
downed, and these are American enterprises. 
The hurricane did not reach across the moun- 
tains to the south shore, for which we have 
reason to be thankful, as 'our cane is stand- 
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Ing up nicely except where layed over by 
water in the heavy rains of September. 

This season will open with one additional 
factory in operation in the republic. Messrs. 
Bentz Brothers, of Puerto Plata, are erecting 
a plant of moderate size at Perez on the 
Puerto Plata and Santiago Railroad, about 
eighteen miles inland. Some of the machin- 
ery from the abandoned La Rosa estates is 
being put in the Perez house. It is thought 
they will be ready to start by February 1st 
This is the first new sugar enterprise to be 
established in the country since the export 
duty was saddled on the planters by the in- 
famous Hereaux. 

During the ten years' war in Cuba Spain 
was obliged to place an export duty on Cuban 
sugar of about 35 cents per quintal or seven 
dollars per ton, which, of course, served to 
drive a number of the already over-taxed 
planters of Cuba out of the island. While 
matters were thus the president of Santo 
Domingo, it is said, assured the planters of 
Cuba that there would be no export duty 
from this country, the result being that 
within a few years seven large estates were 
in operation here, owned by former residents 
of the above named island, together with as 
many other firms from other lands. 

Matters went well with the sugar industry 
here for several years tintil the same presi- 
dent, Hereaux, known as the assassinator, 
announced that the government was com- 
pelled to raise more revenue, and began by 
placing an export duty of thirty cents per 
quintal or ninety cents per bag on sugar, 
which was subsequently raised to eight dol- 
lars and thirty-three cents per ton on all 
grades of sugar. By an act of Congress this 
duty was entirely removed, having taken 
effect on the first day of May last, or twenty 
months after Hereaux was killed. 

With the removal of this tariff the 
Dominican product is put on an equal foot- 
ing with other countries competing for the 
American market, and this, together with the 
present outlook for a large crop, perhaps 
leaves our planter in a more hopeful mood 
than some of his competitors concerning the 
present low price of sugar. 

Since the above was written a cane fire 
has occurred on the Ansonia estate and, al- 
though the amount of cane damaged is not 
great, yet it was decided to start grinding 
to-morrow, January 3rd, in order to save the 
burned cane. It was not intended to start 
on this place before the 16th. E. L. C. 



Hawaii. 

(special -cobrespondence.) 

Honolulu, Jan. 5, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

An estimate of the sugar crop for the com- 
ing year has been made at over 516,000 tons. 
The estimate Is by the agents here, and takes 
in shipping. The year for which the esti- 
mate is made ends November 1, 1902. 

C. Hedemann, of this city, has been granted 
a patent tor a cane juice weighing machine, 
which local sugar men declare is a success 
in every way and an important addition to 
the economical production of sugar, as every 
ounce of the juice is accurately measured 
before going into the machine. The com- 
pany has already built half a dozen of the 
machines which are in successful operation. 
One is in successful operation at Ewa plan- 
tation, two are at Spreckelsville, and several 
have been shipped to the Colonial Reining 
and Sugar Company, of Sydney, New South 
Wales, 'i'he machines are constructed here 
by the Honolulu Iron Works. 

The smaller machine which is now being 
constructed by the iron works has the ap- 



pearance in miniature of the walking beam 
mechanism of a side-wheel steamer. The 
mechanical weighing features are so deli- 
cately adjusted that it takes but the weight 
of a drop of cane juice to tip the weighing 
pan over and allow the contents to run into 
a tank, when its holding capacity has been 
reached, at the same time shutting off the 
fiow until the opposite side of the pan is 
presented for filling. By the same automatic 
process the fiow is again started, each tilt 
being automatically registered. The ma- 
chine now on exhibition consists of a pipe 
lying horizontally across the top of the 
Weigher. This supplies the juice into the 
machine which is originany brought from a 
tank and deposited directly into the feed 
pipe. The juice will pass from the feed 
pipe through a slit on the under slue into a 
copper spout. This spout discharges in turn 
into the so-caled weighing box, made of cop- 
per, which is partitioneu in the center, the 
ends beinb open. 

The weigher is adjusted to tip one side or 
the other by the reception of a certain 
amuunt of juice. In the copper spout is a 
knife-fihaped blade, which, by an arrange- 
ment can be turned to the right and left, 
thus diverting the juice into one partition 
of the weighing box or the opposite side as 
the case may be. When the juice commences 
to enter the feed pipe and is discharged 
through the nozzle into the copper spout, it 
will fill one side of the weighing box. When 
the quantity of juice collected in that parti- 
tion has reached a certain weight the weigh- 
ing box will turn down, being mounted on 
knife edges, and discharge the contents into 
the tank below, from which it is taken for 
further treatment into containers made for 
the purpose. 

By turning the weighing box down, the 
other partition of the weigher is raised up 
and puts the partition in the center of the 
box in such a position that the copper spout 
will discharge into the new side thus pre- 
sented. As soon as the box commences to 
tilt over, ^he knife-shaped cut-off plate will 
make a quick move, thus shutting off the 
flow of the juice into the partition which 
was filling, and turning the fiow over into 
the other end. The quick movement of this 
cut-off plate eliminates all inaccuracies in 
weighing. The arrangement of this cut-ofT 
is one of the essential features of the weigh- 
ing machine, which have brought it so promi- 
nently to the attention of planters. 

The weighing box is provided with pipes 
which contain a certain quantity of mercury 
for the purpose of keeping the weighing box 
in position when filling, for such a time, 
that it will always take the full weight of its 
capacity before tilting. To avoid a heavy 
jarring when the tilting occurs, the ma 
chine is provided with air-cushions which 
insure an easy and noiseless movement. 

Every machine is provided with an auto- 
matic register which counts the number of 
strokes made by the tilting of the weighing 
box, thus giving, with the greatest accuracy, 
the number of partition discharges and the 
quantity of juice which passes through the 
machine, rhe machines are being built in 
several sizes. The smaller ones have a ca- 
pacity of from 2,000 to 3,000 gallons per 
hour, and the larger ones about 12,000 gal- 
lons per hour. 

The weighing machine is placed within a 
tank from which the juice is again dis- 
charged through a nozzle in lae bottom into 
containers. At the same time the juice sam- 
ples itself. Every time the weighing box 
falls to one side or the other, a drop falls 
into a spout which leads to an opening in 
one end of the tank, tn rough a stop cock 
and then into a kettle, which enables the 



chemist to commence his analytical work at 
that stage. Kaka. 

Honolulu. 

(speciat. cobbespondencb.) 

Honolulu, Jan. 11, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Weather conditions have remained t^e 
same for the past week, though on Oahu it is 
a trifle cooler. Cane grinding continues in 
all the mills and a big fleet of sailing vessels 
will depart before the end of the week with 
thousands of bags of sugar. The first ship- 
ment from the new Olaa mill was made this 
week on the Marion Chilcott. Ine sugar at 
that mill shows a polarization of 97 to 98 
and the manager is well pleased with the 
way the big machines are working. The 
company is getting its cane cut at the rate 
of twenty-five cents per ton, a price which is 
somewhat lower than the regular rate, be- 
cause its fields are clean and the cane is 
heavy. The Olaa Sugar Company has also 
resumed planting. The Porto Ricans are 
proving themselves good cutters on this plan- 
tation, 1,000 feet in seventy ton cane is not 
an unusual record. 

The Honolulu Plantation Company is the 
defendant in the second of the Pearl Harbor 
suits condemning cane land for the use of a 
naval station. Various witnesses have placed 
the value of the lease hold Interest in this 
land at $300,000 and they base their esti- 
mates upon a profit of eighteen dollars per 
ton of sugar, and say that this land will raise 
eight and one-half tons of sugar to the acre. 
It is more than likely that this case will also 
be appealed. The Bishop estate has appealed 
from a valuation of seventy-five dollars per 
acre on the condemned land and it is ad- 
mittea that the lease hold is of more value 
than the fee. 

K. Imai, of Fo^rmoBa, is in the city studying 
cane culture at the experiment station of 
the Hawaiian Planters' Association. He says 
that the conditions in Formosa are very simi- 
lar to those of Hawaii, there is plenty of 
rain and no wind as compared to that of 
these islands. Heavy rains have been the 
rule upon tne other islands the past week 
and considerable damage was done to some 
of the plantations. At Paapaalo where forty 
inches of rain are said to have fallen the 
mill was undermined in places, and it was 
necessary to cease grinding for a few days. 

Charles Crozler, of the Honolulu Iron 
Works, has perfected a machine which he 
claims will revolutionize the present methods 
of cane conveying and loading. He has made 
a first test of his invention, but, until he has 
had a practical illustration in the cane fields, 
he says he cannot be certain of its success. 
The machine is what is known as an eight- 
pole derrick cane loader with an automatic 
hoist. It will take in an eighty-foot radius 
which will be a considerable improvement 
upon present machinery in use here, in that 
the tracks which are now placed one hun- 
dred feet apart on the cane field may be 
placed one hundred and sixty feet apart, 
making a considerable saving in equipment 
The Ricker machine, which is now used to 
a considerable extent in Hawaii, weighs ten 
tons, while Crozier says that his machine 
will weigh less than two and a half tons. 

Another advantage claimed by him Is that 
no fire or steam machine of any kind Is 
needed with his cane conveyor. The machine 
starts with a weight of one hundred tons, 
and Crozier claims that it will keep In mo- 
tion from its own momentum. He saya that 
there are several minor defects in his mar 
cfeine which are still to be remedied befbre 
he will attempt an experiment on a planta- 
tion. A patent has already been obtained. 

Kaka. 
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BEET 5UQAR. 



The Utah Sufar Campaign, 

Report by T. R. Cutler, manager of the 
Utah Sugar Company — The Utah Sugar Com- 
pany closed its campaign for 1901 on the 
15th inst, after making a very smooth and 
successful run, cutting over 78,000 tons of 
beets and making about 18,500,000 pounds 
of white granulated sugar. The factory com- 
menced operations September 24, 1901, and 
averaged at the central factory, its three- 
cutting stations at Provo, Springville and 
Bingham Junction, one thousand tons of 
beets each twenty-four hours, and sacked in 
the neighborhood of 2,400 bags of sugar 
each day. This is the largest tonnage ever 
sliced and the most sugar manufactured in 
one season sihce the erection of the factory. 
The sugar content was good, the yield per 
acre, taking the entire acreage, averaging 
about 12 1/^ tons, and in some districts the 
tonnage per acre exceeded 15. This is an 
exceptionally good record and farmers were 
highly elated over the splendid crops they 
harvested. While their contracts specified 
that the farmers were to receive in iJay- 
ment for their beets as follows: 

14 per cent sugar, 80 purity, |4.75. 
13 per cent sugar, 80 purity, |4.50. 
12 per cent sugar, 80 purity, |4.25. 

Yet, practically speaking, in all cases they 
received |4.75 per ton, and out of 6,600 acres 
which were planted only about five acres 
were refused; in these few exceptions the 
low sugar contend was due to careless farm- 
ing. The beets received were raised by 1,600 
contractors, who received in payment of 
same upwards of $375,000. 

To operate the main plant and the three 
auxiliary cutting stations requires three 
hundred employes, besides a great many who 
work on the outsl'de; if we consider all those 
who are furnished employment during the 
beet growing season they will number up 
into the thousands. 

Amongst the largest and most successful 
contractors for the year were the foUow- 
ing: 

Wm. J. Jenkins, West Jordan, who raised 
25 acres obtaining 361 tons. 

M. T. Woodhouse, Li^hi, who raised 18 
acres, obtaining 295 tons. 

Heber Austin, Lehi, who raised 10 acres, 
obtaining 210 tons. 

Chas. Turner, Provo, who raised 22 acres, 
obtaining 312 tons. 

Mont Johnson, Springville, who raised 20 
acres, obtaining 339 tons. 

John P. Beck, bpanish Fork, who raised 
16 acres, obtaining 196 tons. 

N. C. Christensen, Payson, who raised 13 
acres, obtaining 240 tons. 

There were quite a number of farmers 
who raised from 8 to 12 acres each which 
averaged all the way from 16 to 22 tons per 
acre; • 

• „Th'e5)est of unity exists between the farm- 
ers '^xtd the Utah ^ugar (Company; the suc- 



cess attained this season is very gratifying 
to all and it is a very common expression 
in beet growing districts in speaking of the 
Industry to refer to it as the "mortgage 
lifter;" judging from the sentiment of the 
farmers there will be a great increase in 
next season's contracts. — News. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

The big beet sugar factory at Salinas. 
Cal., finished the sugar campaign January 
8, after having had an uninterrupted run of 
125 days. During the season the factory 
sliced 271,322 tons of beets, for which the 
farmers received |4.50 per ton, delivered at 
the factory. Of these beets 141,280 tons were 
raised in S^alinas valley, 85,910 tons in Pa- 
Jars valley, 27,620 tons in San Benito coun- 
ty and 16,512 tons in Santa Clara valley. 
It is stated that 60,000,000 pounds of sugar 
were made, and that 300 men were employed 
in the factory day and night. 



The Oxnard, Cal., beet sugar factory has 
had applications made for raising 20,000 
acres of beets for the crop of 1902. 



A committee recently appointed by the 
Farmers' Protectice Association, of Provo, 
Utah, was met Jan. 10 by Messrs. Austin, 
Gardner and Smith, of the Lehi sugar fac- 
tory, to discuss tne beet contracts for 1902. 
The Farmers' Association desired an in- 
crease of 25 cents a ton ^n the price of beets, 
but failed to get it, and will accept the terms 
made b^ the sugar company. 



The town of Florence, Colo., has decided 
to accept an ofTer recently made to that 
town of a beet sugar factory, which ofTer 
is made on the condition that the factory 
is guaranteed 4,000 acres of beets. The plant 
will cost $400,000 and will nave a capacity of 
750 tons per day. A committee of three 
gentlemen has been appointed to solicit 
beet acreage among the surroimding farm- 
ers. 



The Loveland, Colo., sugar factory is offer- 
ing the farmers of Fort Morgan |4 per ton 
on the cars, for beets nevt season. This fac- 
tory is reported to have already contracted 
for 11,000 acres of beets and will close its 
books after 12,000 acres have been secured, 
as that acreage wlH be about all the plant 
can manage. 



The Loveland factory is going to put in 22 
miles of standard gauge rail way, . which will 
commence at Loveland and go east 6 miles, 
then turning south and then west to the 
Colorado & Southern Railroad at Berthoud, 
thus putting the factory in touch with some 
excellent sugar beet lands in Big and Lit- 
tle Thompson valley. 



Messrs. James B. Arthur and P. Ander- 
son recently interviewed the Kilby Manu- 
facturing Company relative to the erection 
of a $oa0,0u0 beet sugar factory at tt. Col- 
lins, Colo. 



Work is already progressing at Sugar. 
City, Colo., on the beet chop for next cam- 
paign. 



H. G. Fulkerson, of Big Bend, Colo., has 
been experimenting on fattening lambs on 
beets and beet tops. His experiment lasted 
53 days and the lambs averaged 80 pounds 
in weight and cleared |1.50 per head when* 
sold. 



The Minnesota Sugar Company's plant at 
St. Louis Park, Minn., finished a run of 120 
days on anuary 6. The factory sliced 30,000 
terns of beets and turned out 6,000,000 pounds 
of sugar, an increase over last year's output 
of 2,000,000. The beets consumed were all 
raised within a radius of sixty miles of the 
factory. 



The largest part of the beets used this 
season by the Lansing, Mich., factory were 
raised in Canada, it being estimated that 
beets sufficient only to supply the factory 
for 20 days were raised by the farmers in 
the neighborhood. 



The Holland, Mich., factory is said to have 
closed a successful campaign, having made 
5,750,000 pounds of sugar. It is said that 
the farmers at Holland are making contracts 
this year without solicitation, and that the 
sugar company believes it will, in the end. 
be compelled to refuse some acreage on ac- 
count of exceeding the factory's capacity. 

The Macomb Sugar Company, putting up 
the plant at Mt Clemens, Mich., is reported 
as not meeting with much co-operation from 
the city of Mt. Clemens in securing Jbeet 
acreage. 



The Mason Sugar Company was incorpor- 
ated in Mason, Mich., on Jan. 1. The com- 
pany is capitalized at $300,000, with Mr. 
L. C. Webb as president, w. M. McCrossen, 
vice president, C. P. Mickelson, secretary, 
and H. M. Williams, treasurer. Bids were 
advertised for on the erection of a 500 to 
600 ton factory, to be fire-proof, equipped 
with the latest improved machinery, and to 
be completed by October 1^, 1902. 



The foundations of the warehouse, machine 
shop, boiler house and diffusion battery, and 
part of the sugar house foundation of the 
Carrollton, Mich., factory are completed. 



The Michigan Experiment Station has be- 
gun a series of experiments on feeding sheep 
on beet pulp at the Lansing factory. Three 
hundred sheep will be fed. 



The farmers sendin gbeets to the Bay 
City, Mich., factories received for their beets 
up to January 1, $850,000, and it is estimated 
that the January deliveries will make the 
amount paid out for beets reach the million 
dollar mark. 



Moonshine whiskey, made from sugar 
beets, is credited to Bay county, Mich. 
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STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Jan. 15.. .r ....Tons 

At four ports of Great Britain to Jan. li " 

At Harana and Mantaias to Jan. 14 *' 



128,180 

142,060 

51.000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 



Jan. 34. 



190J. 
-Sugar 



Hhds. Barrels. 

EaoeiTed 899 67,915 

Bold 399 67,942 



IMolaasea 

Barrels. 
8,032 
7,882 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from 5epteniber i, 1901, 
to Jan. 34, 190a. 

Hhds. "*Barreisr BanSiN * 

Receiyed 2087 1,475,001 242,W 

Sold ..2087 1,434,613 1242,680 

Reoeiyed same time last year 4278 1,218,262 146,666 
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Jan 24. 

RICE. 
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Straights .... 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton.... 
Polish, per ton... 



WBSKLY MARKBT RBPORT. 



1902. 
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Tone of Market at 
Cloaa of Week 



Rongh— Steadj . 
Clean>-6teady. 



Received. 
Sold 



aa4 fales at New Orfeanc for the week endloff 
Jan. %4 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clban. 

31,S00 18,937 

9,'^7 21,537 



Receipts at New Orleane froai Aoff. 1, 1901 to Jan. 34. 190 j. 
compared wltk last year, saim tiBM. 

Sacks Rough. Per*. Cuban 

This Year 884,470 175,123 

Last Year 755,498 81,982 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was strong at the end 
of the week in sympathy with the advance 
in refined. There were comparatively heavy 
receipts and all offerings were promptly 
taken. 



Molasses. 

Molasses and syrnps were steady and un- 
changed at the end of the week. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was steady at the 
end of the week with receipts on a more 
liberal scale, principally, however, for local 
mills. Glean rice ruled steady and business 
was fairly brisk. 



Sugar In London. 

The New Year has opeixed with the heavi- 
est stocks ever known, accompanied by prices 
which a few seasons back would have been 
regarded as impossible, and absolutely ruin- 
ous to the producer. ThanKs, however, to 
government assistance and the fostering in- 
fluence of the "Kartel," both the beet-root 
grower and sugar maker have been enabled 
not only to continue this particular indus- 
try, but have extended the acreage and in- . 
creased the number of factories in almost 
every European country in which it is pos- 
sible to grow beet. Apparently there are 
but few spots unsuitable to the cultivation 
of the beet root, when state aid can be re- 
lied on. A termination to the present low 
prices must, of course, be arrived at some 
day, but apparently all previous calcula- 
tions as to the cost of producing sugar have 
been very erroneous, and it would seem that 
as the welfare of the beet farmer is looked 
after in the same way as the fabricant, the 
price paid to him for his roots can be fur- 
ther lowered without much trouble. The 
question whether starvation point has been 
nearly or quite reached may be seen later 
on in the spring, when a larger or smaller 
area will be planted with beet seed. The 
question of prime cost is, one need hardly 
sty, not particularly interesting Just now 
to the retailer of sugar, who is obtaining 
more satisfactory prices than usual, and he 
may well be excused for buying and stock- 
ing cheap sngar while he can, notwithstand< 
ing that supplies were never so ample or 
likely to remain so for so long a period. 



There is, however, a tendency to speculation 
in the market Just now which might for a 
time cause an advance in values, and against 
this many people are providing. The de- 
mand for sugar actually ready for delivery 
has been very large during the week, and 
prices are in some cases higher. As re- 
gards cane sugar, however, a slight decline 
has occurred, both in refining and the lower 
grades of grocery sugar. This, however, has 
brought about a better enquiry, and a good 
business has resulted. There were no im- 
ports of crystallized raws to London for 
the week ending 2nd ihst, the total for this 
year being nil against 1,215 tons in 1901.— 
Produce Market Review, January 4. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported specially for the Louisiana 
Planter by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
building, Washington, D. C: 

Patent No. 690,534, Granted Jan. 7, 1902, 
to T. L. and T. J. Sturtevant, of Newton 
Center, Mass., for Crushing Mill. 



Rice in Texas. 

In the year 1900 five progressive citizens 
of our town and county, viz., N. M. \ogelsang, 
Hy. Rugeley, D. P. Moore and L. and F. 
Heubner undertook the experiment of rice 
culture in Matagorda county, without experi- 
ence in rice culture, but abundance of nerve 
and energy, they successfully cultivated and 
harvested 500 acres of rice, which paid them 
handsomely for their experiment and invest- 
ment. To these five progressive citizens is 
due the credit for rice culture in this section 
of Texas, which to-day, is the banner rice 
county of Texas. From 500 acres in 1900 to 
18,000 acres in 1901, is the present history of 
rice culture in Matagorda county. All of 
our rice lands are irrigated from the waters 
of the Colorado river, which water supply 
is unlimited. At present we have three 
canals completed and in operation, which 
have watered approximately 18,000 acres of 
land this year (1901), with three more canals 
under construction and an additional three 
more contemplated for the year 1902. Mata- 
gorda county in 1902 will have in rice 60, 
000 acres of land, which will average twelve 
sacks to the acre and $3.00 to the sacK, which 
means Matagorda county will derive for the 
rice crop of 1902, the sum of $2,160,000. Not 



only are we meiking great progress in rice, 
but also with cane and com. Our people are 
happy and prosperous, and why should not 
all of Texas be, with her rice and cane of 
the South, her stock and minerals of the 
West, her cotton and immense graneries of 
the North, her virgin forests, oils and fruits 
of the East?--ieo6er* H. TraJor, in ' Texas 
Farm and Ranch. 
Matagorda County, Texas. 



Personal. 

Mr. W. W. Ventress, one of the leading 
sugar planters of Iberville parish, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago and stopped 
at the Commercial hotel. 

Mr. C. Robt. Churchill, who is well known 
to all of our sugar planters, has Just re- 
turned from a business trip to St Louis. 

Mr. S. L. Langdon, Jr., of Magnolia, Miss., 
was at the Commercial hotel on Sunday last. 
Mr. Langdon is a chemist of high ability and 
was engaged at one of the largest sugar fac- 
tories in this state during the recent cam- 
paign. 

Mr. S. Mills Malhiot, of the Oakley Plant- 
ing Company, was at one of our leading 
hotels during the early part of the week. 
His place is one of the best in Assumption 
parish. 

Mr. G. E. Gillis, manager of the Poydras 
plantation on the lower coast, was a guest of 
the Cosmopolitan hotel on Sunday. Mr. Gil- 
lis is a very skillful cultivator and has made 
a high reputation in this line on Poydras 
where stiff lands are the rule. 

Mr. C. E. Gillis, of St Mary parish, was 
registered at one of our leading hotels a 
few days. Mr. Gillis was accompanied by 
his wife. 

Mr. J. M. E. Stowe, a chemist who has 
served several seasons in lx>uisiana and who 
is now permanently connected with the Elm 
Hall plantation of the Leon Godchaux Com- 
pany, Limited, in Assumption parish, was in 
the city last Sunday. Mr. Stowe is a Kan- 
sas man and has done some good work in 
Louisiana sugar houses. 

Messrs. Philip Lagarde and T. H. Lagarde, 
of Lafourche parish, were guests of the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel on Monday last 

Mr. Lewis Duhon, a poplar citizen of St 
James parish, was a guest of one of our 
leading hotels during the past week. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark, of the Lagonda plan- 
tation on Bayou Teche, was in the city on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. A. A. Bonvillain, of Glencoe, La., was 
a guest of the Commercial hotel during the 
early part of the week. Mr. Bonvillain has 
extensive sugar planting Interests and man- 
ages them with great skill and success. 
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WANTS. 



We wtti puMlih In thic colamii. fnt off charge HOtll 
iBither notloe, the ap^lcstioiij off all OMiiagera, over- 
ieera, eogliieen and eurar-naken, and othera who 
OMy be eeeklaff poeitloiu In the country, and alio the 
wants off planters desiring to enifiloy any of these. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mezloo by a oompetent and experienoed man. Address 
JOB 8ABAN0, 019 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-08 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
BugaF making plant. Twelye years' ezpenenoe. Best 
of references given. Address Qbnbral Manager, 
88 Wall Street, New York City. Room M.care of C 
W. Town. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if neoessarr. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A. L., Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and oomptent man 
'm superintend the canning of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business in all its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Cannino, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— A oompetent and experienced young man 
would like a position as manager of rice plantation or 
as overseer on a sugar plantation. Address L. E. 8. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienced youuff man 25 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
SiDNBT P. OuBRB, Lauderoale, La. 1-18-02 

WANTED— Position by a oompetent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Suoar Maker, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarlflcatlon, with flrst-dass credentials . In 
Cuba or Mexico . Address L. , this ofBce. 1-1 1-02. 

WANTBD^Twomen desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar -factorv in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienoed sugar boiler and chemist and familiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly oompetent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business In 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Rbpinbr, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South bv a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — ^A clerical position on suffar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years' experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsonville, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
References : T. Bellissein, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Centervllle, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position as Manager on a sojg;ar 
plantation, either in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and have had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, Is open for an engagement. Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanish. Address Mackay, care Louis- 
lANA Plaxteb. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler to go to 
r-iba or Mexico, with 12 years' experience. Can 
i;rnlsh the best of references. Address W. 
Auooln, Laura, La. 1-4-02 



WANTED — A position as first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Boudreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1902, position by a single young man 
(29) as book-keeper and general office man or maoager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a flrst-class double entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prao- 
tloal experience. Oilt-edge references. Bond if re- 
quired. Address " Enerot." HahnviUe, La. 12-28-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grooerTclei;k 
(single) 24 years of age, educated in French and Eng- 
lish, good knowledge of book keening, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer: moderate 
salary. Address Compbtent No. 18, Ariel P. O.. La. 

12-26-01 

WANTED— Immediately, first-class sugar boiler, 
Must be strictly sober and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 48766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
flrst-dass man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of referenoes from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Weiss, 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— Position by manager of plantation store 
Young man', unmarried, good accountant and office 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Menubt, Bertie, La. 
12-1401 

WANTED— At once, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar house worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, La. 
P. N. VEGAS, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A position as first-class overseer. 
Twenty years' experienoe. Can furnish high refer- 
as to abili^ and sobriety. Address Nickbles Foret, 
786 Contl St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a fiower and 
vegetable gardener. First-class references ftimlshed. 
Address, Joseph Dial, care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonville. 12-12-01 



WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four yean 
experience. References famished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles max- 
well, care of Cora Plantation, Whltecastle, La. 

m241. 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both, lean furnish good referenoes and 
and guarntee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
this ofiloe. 1^94)1. 

WANTED— Posltior by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated In French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W.^K. 18 Ariel, La. l2-94)l. 

WANTED— Hoad-overseer for sugar plantation in 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter 12-11-01 

WANTED— A compen tent and experienced youog 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner Ia. 12-i a4tt. 

WANTED — By a younjg man 21 years of age, 
who has had eight years^ experience in wholesale 
hardware business, to purchase (in New Orleans) 
supplies for plantation. Address Hardware, care 
Louisiana Planter. 12-2-01 

WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years* experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
t ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Solms, La. 12-8-01 



WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
ition. Can give good references and satisfSctorv 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 18 



years at place where now employed. 
Wm^ C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 



AddrsM, 
12-5-01 



WANTED — A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in country store or u 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years' experi- 
ence in modern culture. Address T. P. B., Ber- 
trandvllle. La. 12-2-01 



SOUTHWESTERN OFFICE: 339 Carondelet St., New Orleans. A. M. LOCKETT. M'gr. 



Heine Safety Boiler Co., 



421 Olive Street, 

ST, LOUIS, MO, 

Manufacturers of v< v< v^ 

Safe, Economical, 
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Water Tube 

^ ^ Boilers 
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Digitized by 



Google 



The LOUISIANA PLANTER 



AKO 



S"CrC3-.A.It n^.dZAJSrCTB'-A.CJTTrRER,, 

B TRaeeMi? flevospaper. 

DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR. RICE AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol, XXVIII. 



NEW ORLEANS, FEBRUARY 1, 1902. 



No. 6 



THt LOUISIANA PUNTER 

AND 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters^ Assodatioiv 
Ascension Branch Sugar Planters^ As^Ot 
Louisiana Sugar Chemists^ Association^ 
Texas Sugar Growers^ Association^ 
Texas Sugar Planters^ Association. 

fiblished -at New Orleaaa* Uu, every Saturrfay Morahig, 

BT THS 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to Lonlsiana Agriculture In general, and to 
the Suffar Industry in particular, and In all 
its branches, Agricultural, Mechanical, 
Chemical, JPolltlcal and Com- 
mercial. 

KDITORIAX CORPS. 

W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. THOMPSON, 

W. W. PUGH. JOHN DYMONB, 

Entered at the Postofflce at New Orleans as second^ 
class mall matter, July 7, 1888. 

Per annum 

Tferms of Subscription (Including postage) S3 00 

Foreign Subscrl^'>tlon 400 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 



1 month 8 month 6 month 12 month 



linch 

ainch 

31nch 

41n(di 

Slnch 

6inoh 

7lnch 

Sindi 

9tn6h 

10 Inch 

Half Page. 
Pon Page. 



$500 


9 12 60 


060 


24 00 


14 60 


86 20 


19 00 


47 60 


23 60 


68 75 


28 00 


70 00 


S'oo 


81 15 


00 00 


88 00 


06 00 


4a 00 


100 00 


00 00 


150 00 


100 00 


260 00 



I 18 76 
86 00 
64 40 
7126 
88 16 
106 00 
12175 
186 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 



$26 00 
48 00 
72 60 
06 00 
117 60 
140 00 
162 60 
180 00 
190 00 
20OOO 
800 00 
600 00 



AH commnnlcatlons should be addressed to Thb 
Louisiana Pi^anter, 839 Carondelet streeti New 
Oxieans, La, 



UST OP STOCKHOLOeRS. 

Brottiers, ft»BeltrMU 

^rtcCeU ftLegeodpe. Cidea Soalit, 

Leoo Qodebmux. D* R. CaMer^ 

Jsnws Teller, L. A. BnU. 

f%. Lemann ± Dre.. Hero AMaililot. 

W.J. Behan, 
J.T. Moore. Jr., 
BdwanU ± HaaDteas. 
John A. MorrU, 
B.H;CminlngliMB, 

l}.C.riiiiorf 

C» M. SOfM* 

].L.Itarrlt» 
J. H. Miirpoy» 
Andrew Prke^ 
BTitJ. Keck, 
WHi.Qarls» 

l^fwUasT- 



Lome Bush, 
W. B. BrlckeN. 
W. C. StiiMia. 
Jihn Dynoiid, 
DsaM TbompMMi* 
Pom ABanMtt, 
H. C. WamoCli, 

SlMttock * HoMbmii, 

BarfteRojt. 

>D. Miner, 
tftZleglar. 

T. O. ncLaniy, 

ITb. Levert, 



W.W. 8«tcUae» 

" ' 1 8. noore, 

_ea C. M m 

• ^reMOf 



iP.AfHiertM, 

»L. nemiot. 
.Jchard MHIikM, 
r. P. rWes, 
_iesta A.Bec 
J.N«Pliarr» 
' I J. J 



KIBUUTAVB OOMMnTBB» 



O. R. tiMir, 



The Preparation of the Soil and the 
Cultivation of Crop in Louisiana. 

In another part of ,this issue will be 
found, from the pen of Dr. Stubbs, .a 
most interesting and valuable contribu- 
tion to modern agricultural literature. 
The great want of the planters of Louis- 
iana to-day is greater care and attention 
to the preparation of the soil and cul- 
tivation of crops. The necessity of this, 
while always recognized and advocated 
constantly in this journal and especially 
by one distinguished Terrebonne corre- 
spondent, the late Thomas Mann Cage, 
'has really never been fully appreciated. 
Dr. Stubbs in the article herein referred 
to, discusses enough of elementary agri- 
culture along the lines of generally ad- 
mitted conclusions, to carry conviction 
to the brains of the most hardened prac- 
tical men. He shows why we do what 
is done in our best systems of cultiva- 
tion and a careful study of these and 
ascertainment of the reasons why such 
systems average more success than others 
is what we now want. If we study and 
are convinced we are quick to act. 

Twenty-five years ago double cane 
mills were scarcely known in Louisiana, 
the constructions that antedated the civil 
war having failed in many instances and 
been thrown out, while the newer and 
more successful constructions gained ad- 
herence only slowly. Double cane mills 
won the fig^ht, however, and now we have 
many triple mills and the enterprise of 
our sugar engineers in that direction is 
reflected in the foreign demand coming 
to us for such mills, and their general 
adoption in Hawaii, Cuba and even dis- 
tant Java. 

Louisiana sugar cane agriculture has 
always been good. Our fertile soil, 
humid climate, and considerable rainfall 
make good cane culture the rule and 
not the exception. Without good cul- 
ture the Louisiana cane crop is soon lost 
in the grass. 

The time has now come for better 
cane culture and cheaper cane culture. 
That which is simply good will n6 longer 
pay expenses. Twenty tons of sugar 
cane per acre may pay out the bare cost 
of its production, while 25 tons per acre 
would then give a profit of 25 per cent on 
that branch of the business. Very few 
plantations in Louisiana realize a crop 
of 25 tons of sugar cane per acre from 
the land in sugar cane and yet the ex-. 



perience of each of us indicates that there 
is no inherent diflliculty in the problem 
of producing 25 tons per acre on indi- 
vidual fields. We should endeavor to 
reach that average and, in fact, to exceed 
it. 

The other feature of cane culture to 
which we have referred is its economical 
doing. Dr. Stubbs' article takes up this 
side of the problem also. While he be- 
lieves and proves by his work that in- 
creased care in soil preparation and sub- 
sequent cultivation will immensely in- 
crease our yields of sugar cane, he be- 
lieves, asserts, and, under his own man- 
agement at the Sugar Experiment Sta- 
tion, actually does effect the better prep- 
aration and better cultivation, and does 
secure better results than our average 
yields, but he also does all these things 
at a reduced cost or outlay of man and 
mule power, by the proper use of the best 
tools we have for the purpose. The 
proper use of the best tools, in a very 
short sentence, but it answers the whole 
question, and students of Dr. Stubbs' 
contribution m this issue will be benefited 
by it. 



A Call to Action. 

Mr. Herbert Myrick, editor pi the 
American Agriculturist, and chairman of 
the League of Domestic Producers, has 
issued a stirring call to every domestic 
producer of sugar, beets or sugar cane, 
of tobacco, cigars, wool, cotton, fruits, 
vegetables rice, nut and other specialties 
that can be produced in the tropics more 
cheaply than in the states, urging them 
to write to the congressmen from the 
various districts to use their voices and 
votes against concessions to Cuba that 
would be ruinous to our domestic produc- 
ers. Mr. Myrick also urges that every- 
one interested should write to both sen- 
ators from his state and also to the chair- 
man of the Ways jind Means Committee 
and to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on relations with Cuba, and above 
all, to the president, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Myrick believes that in this way 
the influence of the mass of the people 
who will be severely injured by the pro- 
posed adverse legislation may be felt suf- 
ficiently to avert the disaster. ' 

The Sugar Beet. 

The Louisiana Planter has had its at* 
tention called to the fact that in its issue 
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of October 5, 1901, on page 218, \ve gave 
credit to the News of Utah for an article, 
"Is Cane or Beet Sugar the Sweeter?" 
which we now find originally appeared 
in ''The Sugar Beet" in the July issue. 
In this particular instance the fault is 
not ours, as we credited the clipping to 
the journal in w'hich we found it The 
Sugar Beet is edited by Mr. L. S. Ware, 
who has been such an earnest advocate 
of the beet sugar industry in the United 
States during the last thirty years, and 
should have had the credit, and we regret 
that we have been in any way a party 
to a seeming neglect of that journal. 

The present development of the beet 
sugar industry in the United States must 
be a matter of self-congratulatiort to Mr. 
Ware, who 'has been so largely instru- 
mental in securing it. 



Seedlinn: 5ugar Cane. 

We have before us an interesting mem- 
orandum concerning the comparative 
merits of the now well-known seedling- 
sugar canes, Nos. 74 and 95, which have 
been propagated so extensively in this 
state, based upon results of experiments 
made at Audubon Park and compared 
with ordinary ribbon cane. 

The first tests under consideration 
were made October 23, 1900, when com- 
mon ribbon cane tested 10.5 per cent, of 
sugar and both of these seedlings tested 
12 per cent. On November 19 thr6e 
tests were made with the result that rib- 
bon cane tested 12.5 per cent, sugar, seed- 
ling No. 74 13.9 per cent^ and seedling 
^o- 95 13 per cent. As consideraDic 
quantities of these seedlings were planted 
throughout the state this last season, we 
shall hope to be able to report in the col- 
umns of the Planter what the results 
have been. 

A year ago, in the issue of December 
29, 1900, The Planter had the pleasure 
of publishing data furnished by Mr. 
Henry Tremoulet, of Helvetia planta- 
tion, which indicated No. 95 as produc- 
ing very excellent results and resisting 
the effect of storn^s better than any of our 
well-known home grown canes. It was 
said that seedling No. 95 had a larger 
diameter below than above and an up- 
rig'ht growth of foilage which seemed to 
increase the saccharine content of this 
cane. Seedling No. 74 was also grow- 
ing on Helvetia at that time, but no defi- 
nite reports had been received from it. 



The Methodical Exhaustion of Bai:asse 

In the Louisiana Planter of January 
4, under the above title, appeared a com- 
munication from one of our correspond- 
ents, Mr. E. Delafond. . As this is a mat- 
ter of considerable, moment and may be- 
come more important as the sugar in- 
dustry advances, Mr. Henry G. Morris, 
the well-known engineer and machinist 
of Philadelphia, h^s written to us, as 



indicated in his letter below, that the ex- 
haustion of bagasse as performed by the 
Hughes diffusion battery would indicate 
equally as good work as Mr. Delafond 
claims, and perhaps would be less com- 
plex. Dr. A. T. Neale, the author of the 
bulletin referred to by Mr. Morris, expe- 
rimented with the Hughes apparatus in 
exhausting sorghum cane at Rio -Grande 
sugar house in New Jersey county, and 
the diminished price of sugars led to the 
final abandonment of the work and the 
sugar house was closed, but the practi- 
cal exhaustion of the sugar contained 
in the sorghum chips remained a fact, 
over 90 per cent, of the contained sugar 
having been secured. Those interested 
in the matter can probably secure copies 
of the bulletin referred to by addressing 
at Newark, Delaware, Dr. A. T. Neale 
for his bulletin of January, 1901, on Ped- 
igreed Sorghum as a Source of Cane 
Sugar. 

Mr. Morris writes as follows : 

Philadelphia, Jan. 17, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The very interesting article by Mr. E. Del- 
afond, on the "Methodical Exhaustion of 
Bagasse," in your issue of Jan. 4th, appears 
to describe a rather complicated and cum- 
brous method of doing the same character 
of work as was performed by the Hughes 
DifTusion Battery, which made such a re- 
markable record on sorghum at Rio Grande. 
N. J., a description of which is given by Dr. 
A. T. Neale, in Bulletin, L. I., January, 1901, 
of the Delaware College Experiment Station, 
a copy of which I enclose. 

The remarkable performance of this ap- 
paratus in rapidity of operation, complete 
extraction, and production of juice of prac- 
tically normal density, have never received 
as much attentioti in the past at the hands 
of cane and beet sugar experts as it would 
seem to be entitled to, but with* the present 
and growing necessity of reduction in cost 
of producing sugar in the United States, it 
has seemed to me possible that a reference 
to the subject at thfs time might be provo- 
cative of some discussion which would lead 
to a better understanding of the merits of 
the apparatus referred to. 

Henry G. Morris. 



February Weather in New Orleans. 

The United States Weather Bureau 
has just issued its review of February 
weather in New Orleans covering a 
period of 28 years. The mean normal 
temperature is 57 degrees F., and the 
warmest weather was that of 1887, with 
an average of 66 degrees F., while the 
coldest weather was that of 1895, with an 
average of 45 degrees F. It will be re- 
membered that in February, 1895, was the 
period of the great snow fall, about 12 
inches having fallen on the night of Feb- 
ruary 14th, and freezing weather con- 
tinued for about a week. The highest 
February weather recorded was that of 
82 degrees F. on Feb. 11, 1887, and the 
lowest February temperature was 7 de- 
grees F. on Feb. 13, 1899, the year of 
the greatest freeze ever recorded in New 



Orleans, and after which time ice floated 
down the river in front of New Orleans 
for five days. 

The average February rainfall is 4.56 
inches, and the greatest rainfall 13.85 
inches in 1875, the lowest 0.04 inches in 
1892. 



The Situation in Wasiiinfton. 

The hearings of the various interests 
affected, appearing before the Ways and 
Means Committee in Washington, hav- 
ing under consideration Cuban recipro- 
city, were discontinued yesterday, and it 
is said that the committee has decided 
to drop the Cuban reciprocity scheme for 
the present. This may or nlay not mean 
the entire defeat of the reciprocity out- 
break and it certainly is very necessar}- 
for the representatives of the Louisiana 
sugar planters to stand on the alert and 
be ready for a renewal of the matter at 
any minute. 

A most valuable witness before the 
committee was Dr. H. W. Wiley, who 
stated unqualifiedly that his belief was 
that reciprocity with Cuba in sugar .would 
entirely destroy the beet and cane sugar 
industry of the United States. 



Tlie Protest of tlie Louisiana Planters. 

Sax Francisco, Cal., Jan. 25, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It was my privilege to read your issue of 
the 11th inst. I was particularly interested 
in your protest sent to Congress on the 
Cuban sugar question. It occurs to me that 
your conclusions are so thoroughly logical 
in the arguments presented that they are 
absolutely unassailable. 

If Congress permits the entry of Cuban 
raw sugar free, to my mind, such action will 
be a practical repudiation of the policy of 
protection under whi^ih our country has so 
greatly prospered. I shall much appreciate 
a copy of your issue of the date above re- 
ferred to. Very respectfully yours, 

Geo. H. Collins. 



Sui:ar and Ri<;e Patents. 

Reported specially for the Louisuna 
Planter by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 691,469. granted Jan. 21, 1902, 
to Christen J. Jeppesen, of Centerburg, Ohio, 
Liquid-Separator. 



Personal. 



Mr. S. M. Malhiot, of the Oakley Plant- 
ing Company, in Assumption parish, was a 
Thursday guest of the St. Charles hotel. 
Mr. Malhiot is associated with Major An- 
drew Hero in the operation of the Oakley 
place and they have one of the finest pieces 
of sugar property in Assumption, parish. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Iberville parish, 
was at the St. Charles hotel during the lat- 
ter part of the week. 
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Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather had been very favorable for 
the inauguration of field work for the crop 
of 1902 up to the early part of the current 
week, when it seemed as if the weather 
bureau started in to give an exhibition of 
its facilities and powers for producing light- 
ning changes and transformation scenes in 
matters and things meteorological. It has 
been cold and warm, dry and wet, clear and 
cloudy by turns, the elements displaying a 
degree of fickleness that would have done 
credit or discredit to the most arrant co- 
quette extant. Tuesday, for instance, was 
cold, windy and cheerless, the temperature 
descending until midnight at a rate that 
seemed to forecast the almost certain ap- 
pearance of ice by the following morning. 
A sudden change occurred, however, the 
wind shifted to the south and became balmy, 
and by the middle of the next afternoon 
pedestrians were hunting the shady sides 
of the streets as they do in summer. Rain 
came as a matter of course and then more 
of It came Wednesday night, but the indica- 
tions, as this screed closes, are for cooler 
temperature and clearing skies. For the 
present field work is, perforce, suspended. 
The reports of the condition of seed cane 
and stubble eyes continue to be of the most 
favorable character, and "Ascension" has 
yet to hear the first complaint on this score. 
So far as known no planter of this parish 
has failed to make satisfactory arrangements 
for the carrying on of his place this year, 
and the hope that springs eternal in the 
human breast holds out the expectation that 
the smiles of Providence and the innate 
sense of justice that should animate the rep- 
resentatives of the American people in Con- 
gress will protect us from threatening dis- 
asters and enable the sugar industry of 
Louisiana to recover some of the ground it 
has lost the past season. 

In order to relieve himself from some of 
the numerous details of the supervision of 
the Miles group of plantations at Burnside, 
Dr. W. P. Miles has appointed Manager Sam 
J. Boote, of the Monroe plantation to be 
general manager of the entire group, which 
comprises Monroe, Orange Grove, Clark, 
Conway, Riverton and Donaldson. The other 
managers and their assistants will retain 
their positions as before, but the general 
direction of operations on the places will 
be^ in the experienced and competent hands 
of Mr. Boote, thus insuring a uniformity of 
system in the cultivation and harvesting of 
the crops and conduct of the plantation offi- 
cers that cannot fail to prove advantageous 
and profitable. None familiar with the ca- 
pacity and record of Mr. Boote will question 
the fitness of the selection. 

Another important change in the status of 
the Miles group is the throwing together of 
all the sandy landa of the Riverton and 



Donaldson places, thus making the Riverton 
a tract of 817 acres of sandy soil under the 
management of Alfred Beckner. The black 
lands of the two places are to be grouped 
under the control of Horace W. Green, and 
will be devoted to the raising of corn. Man- 
ager J. F. Saxon, who has maintained the 
high standard of the Clark place, set by his 
eminent predecessors, will remain in the 
saddle there, with J. W. Stephenson at 
Orange Grove and Wm. C. Smith at Con- 
way, thus assuring General Manager Boote 
a staff of associates that cannot be excelled 
for capability and all-round merit. 

Theo. J. Duhon, formerly assistant to 
Manager J. T. Many, at Belle Helene, has 
gone across the river to assume the man- 
agement of Germania, where he will be as- 
sisted by his brother, Audry Duhon. Theo. 
S. Landry has been promoted from assist 
ant at W. I. Barton's Riverside, this parish, 
to manager of the Edw. J. Gay Company's 
Back St. Louis plantation, near Plaquemine, 
and Wallace W. Barren, formerly an assist- 
ant at Lemann & Brother's Peytavin, is now 
manager of the Front St. Louis. All these 
promotions are well merited, and the young 
men will be sure to give good accounts of 
themselves in their new positions. 

The Ascension Club is due to have another 
session next Wednesday and an interest- 
ing "experience meeting" is looked for. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The month of January up to the begin- 
ning of this week has been one of the most 
favorable Januaries from a meteorological 
point of view that ever came under our ob- 
servation, and right well did our people avail 
themselves of the opportunity afforded for 
planting cane, preparing rice land, etc., and 
the work is ^ar ahead of the ordinary season 
— some of our planters have finished plant- 
ing their cane. The seed was in a splendid 
state of preservation, and in consequence 
goes a long way, so that the acreage planted 
will be fully up to the average, notwithstand- 
ing that many acres heretofore in cane will 
be devoted to rice. 

We recently made a trip around the Island 
Point opposite White Castle, and were pleased 
to notice the spirit prevailing everywhere — 
plowing and planting for very life. Mr. Eli 
Laville, of Point Cedar plantation, has, with 
his fall planted cane, one hundred in, and 
will plant fifty more. Mr. Laville says he 
never saw the seed better and his poorest 
cane went better than three for one. He 
worked his entire output last season into 
syrup and did very well. Messrs. Berthelot 
Bros, had a large force at work plowing and 
clearing up and building new fences on their 
late acquisition, the Bank Place, and their 
Ophelia plantation, where they will put down 
about 500 acres in rice. At Indian Camp 
the Messrs. Babin Bros., of St. Gabriel, had 



a large force breaking up land preparatory 
to sowing rice, and so too, had the Guey- 
mard Bros., a little further down, on the 
place leased from their mother. 

Messrs. Barrow & LeBlanc finished plant- 
ing last week at Pecan, where the seed cane 
was exceptionally fine, and we are pleased 
to note that from Mr. L. M. Soniat comes a 
similar message about the quality of the 
seed cane, ^n fact, Mr. Soniat says it is as 
good as any he ever saw. 

Owing to the large wages and long rolling 
season, there is apparently more money in 
circulation here than for 'some time, and the 
merchants report a good business and the 
banks larger deposits than ever, and we are 
pleased to see that they are making good 
use of them in a^sisting planters, who other- 
wise would have not only interest, but many 
additional charges to pay. 

District Court did not convene Monday in 
civil session, owing to the illness of Dr. R. R. 
Grant, son-in-law of Judge Talbot. There are ' 
a large number of cases on the docket, but 
most of them are small. 

Mr. Alonzo I^andry has lately acquired 
from Mr. Alfred Plaisance the lower part of 
the Palo Alto plantation adjoining Dunboyne, 
which addition makes of the latter a very 
desirable plantation. The remainder of Palo 
Alto has been sub-divided into tracts having 
a width of one acre and running about forty 
arpents in depth, and sold to Italians on fa- 
vorable interest, and if it succeeds a new 
demand will be created for land available 
for agricultural purposes, of which there are 
hundreds of acres. Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

( SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After almost an entire month ot phenome- 
nally good weather, we have at last "struck 
a snag" in a meteorological way. For while 
January has been unusually dry up to Tues- 
day night of this week, a change for the 
worse has set in which has already brought 
some bad weather and promises to bring 
more of the same sort in the near future. 
Last Saturday was dark and cloudy and a 
few light showers fell at intervals during 
the day, but the weather brightened up dur- 
ing the night and gave us a fairly good day 
Sunday, with the thermometer almost up to 
80 degrees. The cold wave predicted for 
this section Monday and Tuesday by Dr. 
Cline, the weather forecast official at New 
Orleans, came on schedule time, but it was 
not as severe as had been expected, a mini- 
mum temperature of 36 being the lowest 
recorded during the cold spell. The weather 
seemed colder than was indicated by the 
thermometer, for the reason that a fine mis- 
ty rain fell Monday an^ Tuesday which 
was very penetrating. Snow or sleet seem- 
ed imminent several times but failed to ma- 
terialize. The heaviest rain of the month 
fell last night (Tuesday), and this morning 
the ditches were filled with water, while the 
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roads were exceedingly muddy — more so 
than they have been for some time. This 
(Wednesday) morning dawned foggy and 
damp and remained so until noon, when the 
ciouds dispersed and the sun came out, giv- 
ing us a fair, but peculiarly warm afternoon, 
with a temperature of 70 degrees. 

Field work was begun on several places 
Monday morning, but the unfavorable 
weather that has prevailed during the past 
two days put a stop to work, and the plant- 
ers are at this writing in a state of "master- 
ly inactivity." As soon as favorable weather 
permits, there wilf be a resumption of field 
- work all along the line. The land is said 
to be in excellent condition. The question 
of wages to be paid during. the cultivating 
season seems to have been settled. Despite 
present and prospective adverse conditions, 
out planters, so far as can be learned, will 
pay the same wages they paid last year, — 
I t. e., 75 cents per day. Even at these wages, 
which the planters can scarcely afford to pay 
Jaecause of the prevailing ruinously low su- 
gar prices, field laborers are not plentiful. 
Indeed, the darkies seem less inclined to 
work than ever before. Many of them are 
moving from the plantations to houses in 
the various "free settlements" scattered 
throughout the parish. They seem to leave 
the sugar plantations and seek other work. 
Some of this class claim that they are "tired 
«f working by the bell," which, they say, is 
a relic of slavery and therefore distasteful 
to them. Mr. Frasine 'Guldry, who is put- 
ting in a 400-acre rice crop on the Carolina 
. plantation, is overrun with applicants for 
work, although he Is paying just what the 
«ugar planters pay— 75 cents per day. But 
then he has no plantation bell. It may be 
that after Sambo has spent all his "grindii^g 
money" — and it seems he hasn't done so 

, yet— he will be more willing to work for 
^f^ cents a day than he ife at present. In 

, connection with the scarcity of labor that has 
existed all the fall and ^inter, the statement 

' is made that a large portion of the cotton 
crop in Pointe Coupee has not yet been 
picked out. 

•' It is reported that one of the largest cen- 

_ * trajs in the parish will, this summer, put in 

' a Krajewski crusher and make such other 

changes as will permit it to burn fuel oil in- 

^ Btead of coal, as heretofore. 

\ The Baton Rouge Sugar Refinery wound 

. up the season's work some time ago with an 
output of 3,000,000 pounds of sugar. 

' Thursday morning — Light rain, accom- 
( panied by a northwest wind, set in last even- 

i Jbdg at 8 o'clock, and continued all night, with 

' jao prospect of abating at 8 o'clock this a. m. 

^ ' A big drainage scheme is being discussed 
rfor West Baton Rougb. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDEKCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 
' The weather has been very disagreeable 
for the past week for any and all kinds of 



work, either in or out of doors. It has been 
cool, cloudy and the early mornings have 
been dark and foggy. There has been but 
little rain though a chilly mist has been 
falling at intervals all the while. A good 
rain would be of considerable benefit gen- 
erally just now; we have not had any rain 
to speak of here since December. Rice 
farmers are making rapid headway in their 
preparations for a new crop. The acreage 
still grows and if the land was available it 
would be double its present area. All lands 
subject to irrigation either by wells or canals 
have been secured by rice farmers and the 
lands are being put in shape to receive the 
seed. Work that will insure the making 
and saving of the crop is also being pushed 
as rapidly as possible. Levee building on 
the different canals is progressing as nicely 
as could oe expected and several pumping 
plants are already in readiness for the 
spring work. The East Side Canal Com- 
pany will begin in a few days to install their 
pumping plant and the additional pump be- 
ing installed by the Abbeville Canal Com- 
pany will be completed in plenty of time for 
any and all requrements. Wells are being 
put down as rapidly as the well drillers can 
do the work and the territory covered by 
these wells covers almost the entire parish; 
it is impossible just now to state the num- 
ber of wells that will be put in. All this 
improvement will mean the raising of more 
rice and our home people are not slow to 
take the proper steps to increase their fa- 
cilities for handling it. This was evidenced 
here on the 27th inst., when the Planters' 
Rice Mill Company, Ltd., was organized 
yrlth a capital stock of $50,000, fully sub- 
scribed, and almost entirely by home people. 
There are more than forty stockholders in 
the company who are among the represen- 
tative business men of the parish. The first 
board of directors elected on organization 
is composed of the following gentlemen: W. 
PI. Hunter, Jr., secretary and manager of 
the Hunter Canal Company, Limited; Sev- 
erin LeBlanc, president First National Bank 
of Abbeville; P. B. Roy, capitalist; Ellas 
Broussard, president Bayou Tlgre Canal 
Company, Limited; J. N. Greene, district 
attorney; D. L. McPherson, secretary and 
treasurer of the East Side Canal Company, 
Limited; J. T. Labit, postmaster; W. B. 
White, attorney; F. A. Godchaux, of G. God- 
chaux & Son, lumbermen; Dr. M. R. Cush- 
man; A. J. Goddard, merchant Mr. W. H. 
Hunter, Jr., was chosen president, P. B. Roy, 
vice president and D. L. McPherson, secre- 
tary and treasurer, and W. B. White, attor- 
ney. A very desirable site was secured for 
the plant and work will be pushed as rapid- 
ly as possible until the plant is completed, 
which will be in time for handling the 1902 
rice crop. There is but little work being 
done towards a cane crop. Cane farmers 
are demoralized. Com and cotton lands are 
being prepared and the acreage will be lar- 
ger than last year. 

Vebmilion. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDEKCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

During the past few days the weather has 
undergone a number of changes, from the 
freezing point up to, at times, summer heat. 
The temperature on the morning of the 26th 
at 7 o'clock was 52 degrees, and at noon 74 
degrees in the shade, and cloudy, followed 
during the night by light showers, and with 
the wind shifting to the North, bringing the 
mercury down to 44 degrees on the morning 
of the 27th, with a light and cold rain falling. 
The morning of the 28th found the tempera- 
ture at 30 degrees, with a light rain falling 
and freezing as it fell. With all of the 
changes noted in the weather, the planters 
have, for a greater part of the time, been 
busy. A large area of corn land has been 
prepared for the reception of seed. Provid- 
ing that February is favorable, those who 
can do so will commence to plant corn about 
the 15th or 20th of the month. Of course, 
much of the corn land which has to date 
been plowed over will have to be rebedded 
or flushed to prepare the seed bed for the re- 
ception of the seed. But with^fair weather 
such work does not require a great length, 
of time to perform, and may be done if the 
soil is in good tilth just in advance of the 
planter; in fact, it is generally conceded that 
this is the best method to plant corn in 
freshly plowed lands and as early in the sea- 
son as practicable for obtaining the very 
best results. 

At present it seems that not a few of the 
cane raisers in this parish will purchase 
and erect syrup plants this year, and con- 
vert their cane crops into syriip instead of 
shipping so much of their cane as in past 
years, to some distant market. It is no 
longer a question of experiment with regard 
to the manufacture of syrup, but an estab- 
lished fact that, with the proper mill and 
fixtures, the very best of good results can 
be obtained. That there is profit in the 
manufacture of a strictly prime article of 
cane syrup is well known. For the syrup is 
not adequate to the demand and will con- 
tinue to be so for years to come. There will 
never come a day when there will not be an 
increasing demand for pure old-fashioned 
Louisiana molasses and syrups. For this 
reason, if no other, this industry should be 
fostered and encouraged by every possible 
means, as far north and south of Red river 
as a stalk of cane can profitably be grown. 

If the farmers of this part of the country 
can succeed as they now have laid their 
plans to do, the area of land seeded to corn 
will be much greater than it was last year. 
The new lands which are being cleared and 
prepared for the plow will, it is expected,* 
yield, when planted to corn, pot less than 
from forty to sixty bushels of grain to the 
acre planted. 

If the same new lands are planted to cot- 
ton, and it follows a fair season, the pro- 
duct In lint usually obtained is from 600 to 
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800 pounds, and with good drainage and cul- 
tivation sometimes more. The yield of cot- 
ton and cane throughout the district of 
Cotton Port last year was from all accounts 
remarkably good. On the other hand, the 
com crop was rather short. 

The report has reached the writer that 
Dr. W. D. Haas will take an interest this 
coming season in building improvements at 
Gold Dust; on the Alexandria branch of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. Along with some 
of the improvements in contemplation is 
a big ginning plant, syrup plant, livery sta- 
bles and hack lines, and merchandising. Gold 
Dust is an ideal spot for a trade center, near 
the line of Avoyelles and St. Lahdry, with 
a rich cane, cotton and corn country back of 
it. There is no reason why Gold Dust should 
not grow into prominence. 

In the course of a month or so every 
place of any importance in this parish will 
be in communication with the rest of the 
state and Union through the telephone lines 
now in course of construction. Don't forget 
that. Along with the many new improve- 
ments going on and in contemplation here, 
there is one thing sure and that is, that 
Avoyelles will hold on to cane raising at 
least for a while longer, hoping all the time 
for something good to turn. up for the cane 
industry in the interest of the parish and its 
progressive planters: As I close this morn- 
ing, it is cold, cloudy and freezing. 

Erin. 



West Vermilion. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCB.) 

For the past two days the weather has 
been cold and a misty rain has been tailing 
which retarded farm work to some extent. 

E. C. Barnett, one of Gueydan's extensive 
rice planters, finished thrashing his large 
rice crop a few days ago, which gave him 
6,500 sacks of rice. 

The canal people of the Lake Side district 
have at last seen the necessity for deep water 
wells for the irrigation of rice, which insures 
them against salt water. Not only does it 
insure them against salt water but it im- 
proves the grade and increases the yield. 
These people will use their canal water un- 
til it is too salty for their rice and then 
they will use their wells. The following 
gentlemen are the ones whom we have ref- 
erence to: Crow and Bridgeford, one 10- 
inch well; Dr. Hall, two 12-inch wells; M. 
N. Simbacker, one 12-inch well; Monroe 
plantation, one 12-inch well. These wells 
have been contracted for in time for the 
coming rice crop. 

Mr. Babbitt, civil engineer of the Gueydan 
Drainage District, tells us that he has only 
a few more lines to run in order to ascer- 
tain the direct route of said canal. The 
people in general of this section are looking 
forward .with great interest to the comple- 
tion of this canal, as it will increase the 
rice acreage several . thousand acres. 



The Gueydan and Abbeville Railroad ex- 
tension has been completed, with the ex- 
ception of leveling it hp. We, like many 
others, expect to hear the rumbling of the 
mighty iron horse between Gueydan and 
Abbeville at an early date. This will be 
a grreat convenience to the general public. 

The north end of the Marks warehouse 
collapsed a few days ago; very little damage 
was done, however. 

The citizen of this section are very happy 
at the bright prospects of beginning work 
on the Rice Belt Railroad, from Lake 
Charles to Gueydan, at an early date. We 
have been informed that $50,000 has been 
already subscribed. X. P. 



5t. James — Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPOKDB^'CE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After nearly four weeks of extraordinary 
good January weather, we have since last 
Monday been having a taste of the real arr 
tide; that is, damp, rainy, misty weather, 
without a ray of sunshine, .until to-day, 
•Wednesday. ' Every now and then old Sol 
takes a peep, but cloudiness follows in quick 
succession, and though only two days have 
expired since the advent of rain, everything 
is thoroughly soaked, and the atmosphere 
is damp and sultry. This change of weather 
was not unexpected, for since the latter 
part of last week signs of rain "manifested 
themselves; not only was it cloudy most 
of the time, but the temperature was ex- 
ceedingly warm and oppressive. All the 
same, the past month can be recorded, from 
a delightful weather point of view and was 
certainly out of the ordinary, for it has 
never been known to be as dry and mild in 
January. 

Plantation work, which had been reorgan- 
ized, not only ploughing but cane planting, 
had begun on several places, but has been 
interrupted, and everything in that line is 
at a standstill; nothing but opening quar- 
ter drains and digging ditches is now pos- 
sible. Very favorable and encouragine; re- 
ports are heard as to Ihe condition >f seed 
cane where planting was in vogue. It is de- 
clared without hesitation that seed cane was 
never better than it is now, whirrj is an 
agreeable surprise, for i>wing to the horii- 
ble weather It went U.rtugh thero was no 
telling 'how it had fared. I'u^ther invi^sii- 
gation proves that stuoli'os li:iv;^ nlHO held 
their own, and so far a»*e Haf3 ami ^^0lmd. 
These results are very reassuring and f^at- 
isfactory, if the elements turn out favora- 
ble from now on, which will .p absolutely 
necessary for the further preservation of 
seed cane, and stubbles. Too much mois- 
ture would prove very harmful, to cane in 
its present good condition, stubble especially 
would rot. Last, but not least in importance 
comes fall plant, which is pronounced to 
be apparently safe and sound. Some plan- 
ters are awaiting their fertilizers, so as to 
start planting, while many are going 



straight along without using any, for at 
its present price, especially cotton seed meal, 
few can afford to buy fertilixer at all. The. 
river, which had begun to attract some at- 
tention andiLtthe same time create feark of 
high water, this year, has relieved our minds 
by falling very rapidly, proving that we 
borrowed trouble unnecessarily. 

The news of the death of Mrs. W. Poche, 
wife of one of the most capable engineers of 
our parish, -v^as received with much regret 
last Friday. 

Mr. Ellis, heretofore employed on the 
Bessie K. plantation, is very seriously ill 
at his home. St. James. 



Barataria. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Planters along the bayou are actively en- 
gaged in clearing up and plowing their rice 
lands preparatory to an early sowing, and 
report the soil as being in prime condition 
for the work now in progress. While the 
stock suffered much from the excessively 
cold December weather they seem to have^ . 
recovered their usual energy and strength 
and are drawing the plow to the "forward^ 
march" command of the plowihan,with thfr , 
activity that is induced by regular rations 
of' corn and oats. 

Some changes have taken place among the 
tenants, while others have left the bayou 
entirely, being attracted to the rice fields of 
Texas, Calcasieu and elsewhere. There seems 
to exist just now a spirit of friendly rivalry^ 
among the planters as to who will be -the 
first to begin planting. This would natural- 
ly mean early shipments* which would in- 
sure to the shipper some of the l^igh prices- 
paid for early rice. ^ 

There is simply enough labor just now to 
supply the present demand; still it will be 
a serious matter later on, during the grass- 
ing and harvesting time, should the supply 
not be recruited from some other quarter. 
Since Monday the weather has been foggy, 
cloudy and, at times, rainy, making condi- 
tions somewhat unpleasant for outside worH- 

BARA.TARIA. 



Personal. 

Mr. J. J. Shaffer, a prominent sugar plant- 
er of this state, was in the city on Tuesday 
last. Mr. Shaffer made his headquarters at 
the St. Charles hotel. 

Mr. F. A. Bonvillain, of Houma, La., where 
he possesses extensive sugar t)lanting In- 
terests was a Monday guest -of the Commer- 
cial hotel. 

Mr. P. O. Lieux, who is prominently identi- 
fied with the sugar planting industry of 
Pointe Coupee parish, came down to the 
city on a visit a few days ago ana, during 
his stay, was a guest of the Cosmopolitan 
hotel. 

Mr. Arthur V. Robertson, who is one of 
the men who have none a great deal to de- 
velop the sugar industry in the upper por- 
tion of the sugar belt was in New Orleans, 
during the past week. Mr. Robertson ar- 
rived on Tuesday and stopped at the Cos- , 
mopolitan hotel while here. 
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FOREIGN LETTBRa 



Berlin. 

(special cobbe8pondence.) 

Bebun, Jan. 11, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There has been no change during the week 
under review in the direction of more sea- 
sonable weather, the latter remained mild 
and wet with all its disadvantages to the 
agricultural and sugar manufacturing in- 
terest as pointed out heretofore, and there 
is no country in Europe making an exception 
in this respect. Indeed, Russia, known for 
the coldest and most inclement climate 
amongst the continental states^ distinguishes 
herself this year by the mildest wiiiter she 
ever had to record. Latest reports from that 
quarter announce perfectly springlike weath- 
er, with trees and bushes blossoming and 
as, at the same time the weather is compar- 
atively dry, fleldwork could be done almost 
without interruption. Everybody wonders 
whether there will be no winter at all or 
whether it will set in at a time when spring 
is diie, as it is generally the case when such 
a subversion of seasons takes place. On ac- 
count of the late large beet crop, many fac- 
tories are still at work, but nevertheless the 
campaign is nearing its end and the extent 
of the sowings for next crop begins to at- 
tract the interest of sugar producing cir- 
cles. i»iuch lower prices to be paid for the 
beets are spoken of with a view to reduce 
the sowings for this year, but it is too early 
to utter any opinion as to the effect of lower 
beet. prices offered to the farmer. Beet prices 
are to be in keeping with the price of cer- 
eals and spirits and as the value of these 
products is excessively low it can be hardly 
expected that cereal and potato crops (the 
latter as raw material for alcohol) will be 
grown in the place of beets. However, the 
extent of the next sowings depends upon the 
factories. If these stick to the resolutions 
passed in their assemblies a reduction of 
the beet growing may be expected with some 
amount of certainty, ana, if the reduction is 
carried out it is probable that it will be made 
known to the public interested in the ques- 
tion, for decreased production is at present 
the only means to remedy to some extent at 
least the unusual situation of the sugar mar- 
kets. 

In submitting the budget for 1902-03 to the 
German Reichstag the secretary of the treas- 
ury touched also on the bounties and the 
conference at Brussels, and he expressed the 
hope that the latter would perhaps not be 
quite a failure. His standpoint is, as a mat- 
ter of course, that of the manager of im- 
perial finances, and as the anancial devel- 
opment, in consequence of the industrial and 
commercial depression, the country is labor- 
ing under is at present unsatisfactory, he is 
desirous of taking possession of the sums 
paid out in the form of bounties. At the 
same time he seems to think that the aboli- 
tion of the bounties will have a cheapening 



influence on sugar prices and furthermore 
an encouraging effect on consumption. How- 
ever that may be, the secretary is anyway 
wrong when he says- he can save about 30 
millions of marks for the imperial treasury 
by doing away with bounties, for there is a 
paragraph in the present sugar law providing 
that on the abolition of the bounties the tax 
on sugar must be reduced. You see the Ger- 
man and the. French ministers of finance are 
pinched by the hard times and they are try- 
ing to retrieve the receipts which escape 
them in other departments by curtailing the 
fiscal advantages of the sugar industry, but 
their action in this respect is very much like 
killing the hen laying the golden eggs. 

Whilst so far it has been believed on all 
hands that the result of the Brussels con- 
ference will be nil, or next door to It, the 
sugar commercial world Is surprised over the 
publication of the programme of the con- 
vention, or with the draft of it destined to 
serve as basis for the deliberation of the 
bounty question by the delegates. I do not 
know whether this draft is agreed upon by 
all the states represented at the conference, 
but it seems to me that it i^ less directed 
kgainst the bounties than against the kartels 
existing In Germany and Austria. The de- 
tails of the programme I will insert in one 
of my next letters, but perhaps they will be 
in the meantime changed, or the Brussels 
conference may aajoum sine die, which un- 
der present circumstances, would be decided- 
ly the best. 

The syndicate of the sugar manufacturers 
of Russia have addressed a petition to the 
minister of finance of that empire, request- 
ing him to permit a part of the free stocCs 
of the campaign to be carried over to the 
account of next year. It Is a well-known fact , 
that the Russian sugar makers are bound 
to export a certain part of their production 
in order to keep the prices on the home mar- 
ket at a certain level. But this year the 
prices on the foreign markets are so very 
low that legal exportation cannot be effected 
without heavy losses. Next year it is hoped 
the situation will improve, at least it is pro- 
posed to reduce the sowings in such a degree 
that the surplus of this year can be placed 
at better prices than at present. The proi>- 
osltion of the manufacturers is that, for in- 
stance, a factory which is obliged to ex- 
port 60,000 poods, of its production of 300,000 
poods, may oe permitted to retain the above 
60,000 poods under the condition that next 
year's output of the same factory does not 
exceed 300,000 poods. It is not yet known 
whether tae government will comply with 
these wishes. 

As anticipated, the English have again 
amply prepared for the contingency of a 
raised sugar duty. In raw value the quan- 
tity exported into Great Britain during the 
month of December amounted to 258,624 tons, 
as against 202,978 tons during the same 
month last year, when by the way, the first 
duty raising movement was in full swing. 



The importation into England in 1901 
amounted to 1,869,350 tons, as against 1,731,- 
261 tons in 1900, showing an increase of 138,- 
261 tons. 

The markets opened flat, became then in 
consequence of a demand for granulated for 
England, a little more active, but closed 
again in a very dull state, with prices clos- 
ing lower wiian a week ago. Offerings have 
not been very important, but as wuyers have 
been largely supplied by former purchasers, 
the disposition to buy was restricted and in 
most cases transactions were impossible 
unless holders accepted lower bids, the 
quotations now being in Magdeburg for ac- 
tual 88 per cent M. 7.35-7.60, whilst deliver>- 
January at Hamburg is worth M. 6.45 f. o. b. 
Refined are quiet and unchanged. 

Robert Hennio. 



Havana. 

Havana, Jan. 25, 1902. 
(special correspondencf^.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to a slight advance 
in prices, reported from New York» during 
the week just elapsed, purchasers at this 
place exhibited better dispositions to operate 
on an extensive scale; but as prices offered 
failed to cover manufacturing cost, sales 
effected were unimportant and comprised 
only a few small parcels that were brought 
forward by some planters in need of money 
to meet pressing engagements, the majority 
holding back their stocks; in expectation of 
a reduction on duties in the United States. 
It appears that when prices decline, purchas- 
ers remain aloof, waiting for lower quota- 
tions and when they rule high, it is the 
producers who are reluctant to sell, in the 
hope that prices are to advance further, 
which is, at present, an erroneous calcula- 
tion, for assuming that the requested reduc- 
tion on duties be granted, it is probable that 
several weeks and probably several months 
are to elapse, before the law is passed by 
Congress; on this account, the most ad- 
visable plan would be to sell the sugar at 
market prices, as fast as it Is manufactured, 
in order to avert a heavier loss, further on; 
but, on the cx)ntrary, offers are rather light, 
owing to aforesaid reason. It should not 
be forgotten that if planters hold back too 
long, they may create an unhealthy financial 
condition, of which they should be the first 
victims, If they were to allow stocks to ac- 
cumulate to a too large extent. 

Sales made known this week add up as 
follows: 

12,500 bags, centrifugals, 95^. test, at from 
1.59y2to I.68V2 cent, at Havana. 

7,500 bags, centrifugjQs, 95y2-96^ test, at 
from 1.50 to 1.V5 cent, at outports. 

It is said that a strong speculator, who 
still possessed over 20,000 bags of old sugars, 
fearing that the benefits of the reduction in 
duties will be granted only to sugars of the 
present crop, has ceded the totality of his 
stocks to an exporter, who will further on 
return him the same number of bags of new 
produce. 



Digitized by 



Google 



February 1, 1902.] 



THE LOUitilANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPACTURERi 



71 



In accordance with quotations from abroad 
prices at this place close well supported, at 
from 1.62^^ to 1.6&% cent per lb. for centri- 
fugals of good shipping classes, 95-96 test. 

Crop Reports — The weather having contin- 
ued quite propitious to grinding, the crop 
is making much headway, in spite of plant- 
ers' discouragement, since they experience 
a loss of 90 cents to $1.20 on every bag of 
sugar that they turn out, according to the 
special circumstances each of them labors 
under or the locality in which their plan- 
tations are located. The general opinion is 
that grinding must be kept up, not only to 
prevent European beet sugar producers from 
controlling anew the American market, but 
also to raise funds to face pressing engage- 
ments and to retrieve part of the money that 
has been invested in the fielos, for planting 
and cultivating the cane; but it should, In 
a like manner, be borne in mind, that if it 
is an easy thing to recommend planters to 
rontinue grinding and to sell their sugars 
at whatever price is offered them for same. 
it is rather difficult> not to say impossible, 
that the majority should follow this advice. 
If a planter, for instance, owes $50,000, and 
is unable to find anyone to lend him that 
sum. how can he be induced to keep on 
grinding and to lose more money? If he is 
losing, on an average, $1 per bag, and no- 
body assists him, how can he be expected 
to pay what he owes and to continue taking 
off his crop, in the same manner as if he 
were making lots of money? 

The soie remedy for this terrible situa- 
tion is to discover a way of manufacturing 
sugar at a cost in due relation -with ruling 
prices for the staple, a thing which, though 
difficult is not altogether impossible and 
10 which producers are likely 10 come after 
a while. 

A.though some complaints have been re- 
cently formulated as to the prejudice the 
lack of moisture is causing to the tender 
<ane 'n such localities which did not re- 
(eiv3 the benefits of the late rains, the ap- 
pearance of fields, at large, is fine and the 
yield and saccharine richness of the cane 
improves daily. 

Central Factory **Resulta."— This splendid 
factory, that is located in the district of 
Sagua la Grande, has been almost totally 
reconstructed, as it is one of those that had 
most suffered on account of the war. Its 
machinery has been thoroughly repaired and 
new apparatus of the most modern patents 
have been mounted, to replace the old ones; 
a large electric plant has been installed in 
all its buildings and its railway line con- 
siderably increased; the manufacturing ca- 
pacity of this plantation is reckoned at about 
100,000 bags, equivalent to nearly 15,000 tons 
of sugar. T. D. 



erable quantity's still to be reaped, estates 
having been kept back by the heavy rains 
mentioned above. Wietino & Richteb. 



Trinidad. 



Demerara. 



(special corrbspondence.) 

Georgetown, Jan. 2, 1902. 
Editor Ijouisiana Plant tr: 

The rainfall frcm the 22nd ult. to date has 
been very heavy, the record being over 12 
inches. The weather is bleak, the winds 
high and the temperature is abnormally low. 
This will cause some damage to the young 
t-ane cultivation, but should the weather hold 
up soon we do not anticipate that this will 
be very great; field work is also interfered 
^th from the same causes. 

The sales for the fortnight of dark crys- 
tals amount to about 2,500 tons at from $1.91 
to $1.80; 2,500 tons sold at $1.77 to-day. The 
market is depressed and dull and the out- 
look is very serious. About 20,000 tons are 
still stored waiting shipment, and a consid- 



The general weather during the early part 
of the fortnight was excessively rainy, es- 
pecially for thtp season of the year; but on 
Christmas Eve it suddenly and completely 
changed lor th6 better, and during the whole 
of the holidays and race days, was all that 
could be desired. On Sunday night and yes- 
terday morning, however, heavy rains fell 
again; but there seems at the time of writ- 
ing to be a fair chance of the New Year 
opening fine; as indeed is to be hoped for 
the sake of the many holiday fixtures for 
that day. 

Sugar planters ?Jid others interested in 
the sugar industry in the Naparimas are 
busy making preparations for the coming 
sugar campaign **down South." On "Reform, 
Palmiste"' and the ''Usine St. Madelaine** ex- 
tensive improvements are even now in course 
of construction and just nearing completion. 
It is expected by those competent to judge 
that the crop will commence early in Jan- 
uary, — weather of course permitting. Owing 
to last year's crisis among the farmers a 
large number of the' peasant proprietors and 
others ot the laboring class have been com- 
pelled to abandon their plantations and have 
taken to the cultivation or ground provi- 
sions; which, if they don't pay so well, are 
more certain to find a ready market. The 
crisis' has, however, not prevented a very 
large number of farmers from doing the 
utmost to make their yield profit them hand- 
somely. The canes have arrowed late, and 
badly; which bodes ill for anything like a 
large crop; and in many fields along the 
Guaracara line the most miserable specimens 
are to be seen, some barely four feet in 
height; a state of affairs, due it is believed, 
to the total inability of the inexperienced 
farmers to estimate the proper quality and 
quantity of manure; and the absence of 
decent drainage and weeding, etc. At Prin- 
ces Town, and in fact all over Savana 
Grande, the organization of a Farmers' As- 
sociation nas created a good deal of interest, 
not only among farmers but planters also; 
and shares in the Joint Stock Company in 
connection with the association are being 
rapidly taken up by many of our capitalists 
in the city and elsewhere. The welcome news 
that Mr. x^amont of Palmiste had accepted 
the presidency was received with delight 
by the farmers, who now acknowledge the 
interest mis owner takes in their welfare. 
The association has petitioned the Secretary 
of State in order to obtain the imposition of 
countervailing duties on bounty fed sugar. — 
Port of Spain Gazette, Dec. 31. 



Hawaii. 



(SPKCIAL CORRESrONDEXCK.) 

Ho.NOLULi% Jan. 16, 1902. 
Editor Lotiisiana Planter: 

Reports from Hawaii, where the largest of 
the sugar plantations are located, show the 
growing cane to be in splendid condition, 
while the cane being ground now shows the 
highest possible polarization. Particularly in 
the Hamakua district, which suffered from 
unprecedented drought but a few months 
ago, the young cane is coming up as If there 
has always been plenty of water. Both in 
Hamakua and Kohala a perfect sea of green 
color is presented by the rapidly growing 
cane. At the Onomea plantation the crop 
for the year 1902 promises to be the largest 
in the history of the property. 
At Olaa the mill is working full time and 



the crop being taken ofT is unusually fine. 
As a consequence there has been a marked 
advance In the price of Olaa stocks within 
the past few weeks. The mill is one of the 
largest in the territory. It has a capacity 
of 175 tons of sugar, or 1,300 tons of cane 
per day; the juice capacity is 30,000 gallons 
per day. The machinery has been so con- 
structed that the capacity may be doubled at 
very little additional expense. There are 
seven immense boilers in the mill, and these 
generate the steam to run two immense Cor- 
liss, one Rawlins and one Honston-Gamble 
and Stanwood engines. 

The mill is constructed from steel and with 
the exception of the engine room, vacuum 
room and crystallizer the floors are of ce- 
ment. A series of flumes over the company's 
lands provides for the transportation of cane 
from any part of the plantation to the mills, 
but it is expected to install also a complete 
system of railway for use in the event of a 
breakdown. It is estimated by Manager Mc- 
Stocker that it will require six months to 
mill the first crop, in addition to which the 
Puna plantation's five hundred acres will 
also be ground at the Olaa mill. 

Arrangements have been made by a Cali- 
fornia oil company to place its product on 
some of Hawaii's plantations, T. C. Howell 
having returned from a tour of plantations 
on Hawaii and Maui, which he reports was 
very successful. 

On Maui the change from Spreckelsville to 
Camp 5 has been completed, the offices now 
being installed on the new plantation. Ma- 
chinists are busy at work installing the ma- 
chinery of the new Puunene mill. The 
grounds around the mill are to be lighte*! by 
electricity. 

I. Errickson of Hilo has given public tests 
of a cane loader which he claims will greatly 
cheapen the cost of loading. It is made on 
the derrick plan and is designed to weigh 
and load cane at the same time. The experi- 
ment was made with 1,500 pounds of sand 
in bags and was quite successful. The in- 
vention will be given a furthtr test in a few 
days. 

Shipments of sugar are to be made direct 
from Kauiai by the first of February. The 
Makaweli's crop will be the first shipped, and 
the Globe Navigation Company of Seattle, 
is expected to take off the sugar of Makee 
plantation at Ahahola. Grinding will begin 
at Makee in a few days. 

Honolulu capitalists returning from the 
coast say that Hawaiian securities have been 
given a black eye by the sudden abandon- 
ment of dividends. However, this feeling 
Is dying down with the resumption of divi- 
dends by. a few of the plantations. A large 
number of San Francisco people were caught 
by the shrinkage in stocks, though the plan- 
tation men here claim that the inflated val- 
ues were due to the San Francisco brokers, 
and were not the fault of Hawaiians. 

The jury in the second Pearl Harbor case 
has awarded damages of $105,000 to the Hon- 
olulu Plantation Company, for its lease hold 
of forty years in the Bishop estate lands al- 
ready condemned, and for which a jury fixed 
the value of the fee at $52,700. Taking into 
consideration only the arable land which 
entered Into the calculation, the jury's real 
estimate of the value of sugar land was over 
three hundred dollars per acre. Both sides 
have, however, expressed dissatisfaction over 
the findings, and given notice of appeal. Un- 
der the ruling of Judge Este. the United 
States may take immediate possession of 
the lands upon the payment into court of the 
amount of the jury's verdict. The United 
States has paid into court $52,733 for the 
Bishop Estate and will take immediate pos- 
session of the land. 
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The Union Oil Company, of San Francisco, 
has made arrangements for the construction 
of a $75,000 plant here for the storage of 
crude oil to be used by the plantations. The 
first shipment of 28,000 gallons of oil for the 
plantations will be made in July. Contracts 
have already been made with Oabu planta- 
tions, and also with the Spreckelsvllle plan- 
tations on Maui. Kaka. 



Fuel Tests With Texas And Califor- 
> nia Oils. 

Howard Stillman of Sacramento, Cal., 
Engineer of Tests of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, has given to the New Yorlc Com- 
mercial some very important information in 
regard to California and Texas fuel oils. 
Mr. Stillman says the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Company has used fuel oil In locomo- 
tive service for several years, and is extend- 
ing its use in proportion to supply of this 
class of fuel. 

As compared with coal the following data 
•is shown in evaporative tests made with 
either fuel in locomotive service. Engines 
with which tests were made were of same 
size and make in similar service. The fol- 
lowing figures are here shown: 

Service, passenger. 

Summerland 

and Comax 

Los Angeles (Bit.) 

Petroleum. Coal. 

Miles run 224 224 

Mean number of cars in 

train 3.71 3.71 

Weight of cars in train, 

tons 113.01 110.40 

Actual running time, hrs. 7.55 7.63 

Average steam pressure 

gauge, lbs 133 130 

Temperature of feed water, 

degrees Fahrenheit 660 660 

Gallons water evaporated, 6,603 5,980 

Pounds water evaporated 55,025 49.833 

Gallons oil burned 755 

Pounds fuel burned 6,040 8,043 

Evap. water per lb. fuel.. 9.11 6.19 

Evap. from and at 212 deg. 

F 10.96 7.41 

Pounds fuel to evaporate 

one pound water and at 

212 deg. Fahrenheit... .09124 .1349 

Equivalent of fuels for 

equal evaporation, lb.. 1.00 1.48 

Ditto, by measure ♦168.9 ♦I 

Gallons water evaporated 

per gallon oil 8.75 

Miles run. per ton 74.14 55.72 

Fuel burned per hour ♦.lOO ♦.537 

Total ton mileage 2o,314 24,730 

Ton miles per pound fuel 4.191. 3.074 

Ton miles per gallon oil.. 33.53 



♦Gallons. ♦Ton. 

The above items are from record of fuel 
tests made with careful attention to weights 
and measures. 

COMAX COAL ANALYES. 

Promixate analyses of the Comax coal 
as follows: 

Per cent. 

Moisture 1-90 

Volatile combustible 27.08 

Fixed caroon 55.38 

Ash 12.50 

Sulphur 3.14 

Total 100.00 

The fuel oil used in the test was Califor- 
nia product from the locality named, and 
ranging in gravity close to 16 degrees 
Baume, Its flash point being about 240 de- 
grees Fahrenheit, fire point at 290 degrees 
Fahrenheit. In practice it is taken at 
weight of eight pounds per gallon. 



The California oil varies somewhat In 
gravity, but the fuel oils as obtained from 
tl^e Kern, I^s Angeles, Sunimerland, Mc- 
Klttrlck and other fields are represented In 
the results above shown. They are all dark 
brown or black, heavy asphalt oils, being 
more or less oxidized petroleums, very thick 
and viscid at temperatures below 60 degrees, 
and can only be handled by use of steam 
heating coils in tank or around pipes. 

The grades of California petroleum are 
many and should not all be confounded with 
the fuel oil referred to. There Is a wide 
range In quality for refining purposes, but 
by the term fuel we mean that It Is supposed 
to be of use for little else than fuel, and 
this article has to deal more particularly 
with such. 

COAL OR 6lL AS FUEL. 

As to relative cost of either coal or oifi 
fuel, the relative values are based on the 
figures from the above test for equal calorific 
effect from and at 212 degrees, that Is to say, 
168.9 gallons oil equal one ton of coal, to 
which ratio local prices may be applied. As 
to effect on flues, fire boxes, etc., there is 
rather more trouble from leaky flues, seams, 
etc., than with coal fuel. This Is due not 
to the fuel, but to more rapid temperature 
changes in fire box during service with its 
subsequent expansions and contractions. 

This applies particularly to the use of oil 
fuel in locomotives, because its service is 
so irregular in shutting off steam^ stopping, 
starting, etc. 

We have used oil fuel in stationary service 
many years, and it was used as a fuel for a 
long time on the ferry steamers on San 
Francisco Bay, with excellent results, but 
was abandoned on account of possibility 
from accident on crowded boats and the pub- 
lic were timid. The writer had occasion as 
a part of his duty to make occaslonel inspec- 
tion of the oil burning boilers of steamers 
Solano, Oakland and Piedmont. I am pre- 
pared 10 make the statement that I have 
never seen an Instance of damage to fire- 
box plates from uses of oil fuel. Stationary 
boilers being regularly fired and not forced 
in evaporation as locomotive boilers are, do 
not suffer from the rapid expansions and 
contractions referred to. 

PRODUCT OF TEXAS. 

The Texas fuel oil is in some respects 
quite different from the California oil. It 
has a gravity of about 22 degrees Baume. 
fiashcs at 180 degrees, and fire point at 200 
degrees Fahrenheit. Its commercial weight 
may be taken at 7.43 pounds per gallon. It 
is quite tiuid at ordinary temperatures, and 
flows easily and readily in pipes, burners, 
etc. For refining purposes it is said by au 
thorities to be of little value and good for 
little else than fuel. A quantity of this oil 
was hauled into Los Angeles and put to use 
on a freight engine in comparison with the 
California product. The chief variation.} 
found were as follows: 

About 2 per cent, gain in evaporative ef- 
fect was found in favor of the California 
oil, but the probabilities are that with con 
tinned use there will be little or no differ- 
ence found. Theoretically, the Texas oil 
has the greater calorific value, owing to its 
containing a larger proportion of the paraf- 
flne or unoxidlzed oils. 

COMPARrnVE TEST. 

In the comparative test a marked differ- 
ence was found in the effzct of the oil fire 
on brick lining and arch of the fire-box. 
The California oils contain more or less 
water of a salty or alkali nature, the effect 
of the alkali being to fiux and melt out the 
fire brick to such an extent that removals are 
quite an item.* The Texas oil is free from 
alkali, and It was observed that no destruc- 



tive element was present to destroy the 
fire-brick. 

The comparative fluidity of the Texaa oil 
has already been re l erred to, and the dilfer- 
ence In nandllng the oil was a matter of 
practical importance. 

The smell of the burning oil or products 
of combustion of the Texas oil were noted 
by the locomotive engineer during his two 
weeks* experience with It. He said the odor 
was not as disagreeable as with the Cali- 
fornia oil. This was not as expected, owing ' 
to the quantity of sulphur In the Texas oil, 
but Is explained by the fact that in complete 
combustion the sulphur is oxidized to sul- 
phurous fumes not present in appreciable 
quantity. 

PRESENCE OF SULPHUR. 

The amount of sulphur In the Texas oil is 
considerable for petroleum, being determined 
at from 1% to 2V^ per cent. When the oil is 
distilled or heated below Ignition point with- 
out access to air, a series of sulphuretted 
gases are given off, which are very disagree- 
able. Not so when the oil Is burned in 
plenty of air. Oil refiners cannot make use 
of the petroleums containing much sulphur, 
and condemn the Texas oil on this account 
for fuel. 

I wish to contradict the statement made in 
an Eastern oil refiner's paper that '"The 
Texas oil would eat up the flues of an ocean 
ftcamer in once crossing the Atlantic on 
account of the sulphur." This statement 
had no foundation in fact, and I would con- 
tradict it from the following basis of obser- 
vation. 

railroad's experiments. 

The Southern Paciflc Company for many 
years used on a portion of its lines a quality 
of coal known as Union, or Comax. This 
coal contained sulphur in considerable quan- 
tities, varying from 3 to 5 per cont. The 
sulphurous furiies were present in such 
quantity as to be objectionable to passen- 
gers and a general nuisance. Observations 
were made covering several years of the ac- 
tion of this coal on flrc-box plates, but I 
was unable to locate corrosion that could 
be traced to sulphur. The reason why no 
such corrosion can be expected is briefly 
explained as follows: 

The fumes of dry sulphurous acid at high 
temperatures are not cotrosive to iron plates 
and cannot unite with them at temperature 
of the furnace. In presence of water and 
temperature less, say, than the boiling point 
of water, the corrosive acid is formed in 
time, but this condition Is not found in an 
oil fire. 

OIL FUEL NOT OIJJKCTION.\Bl^. 

I would wish to go on record as denying 
any statement that the sulphur in Texas 
fuel oil will destroy the fire-box of a marine 
boiler. For marine or stationary service we 
have ncAcr found an objection to oil fuel. 
When burned continuously in such bcrvice 
there is no complication and no better form 
of combustion can be desired or better fuel 
devised excepting gas, of course. 

A cheap source of fuel oil such as the 
Texas fleld promises has a great future for 
steam production. They seem to have It on 
tap in enormous quantity. The California 
product may not be able to compete with 
it, as the California oil generally hsuj to be 
pumped from wells varying from 800 to 1.200 
feet in depth. A 10 or 50 barrel per day well 
in California is rated as a good one. In 
Texas there are four wells that yield under 
pressure from below 100 times as much oil 
per day. 

Howard Stillman. 
A Member of the American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers. 
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BEET 5UQAR. 



Beet Sug^ar in Wisconsin. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The campaign* of eliclng sugar beets and 
manufacturing sugar Is o\er in Wisconsin. 
The Wisconsin Sugar Company, whose plant 
is located at Menomonee Falls, Waugesha 
county, is jubilant over their success and 
so are many hundreds of farmers besides 
thousands throughout the state that have 
been watching the rise of the indi^stry with 
keen interest. After the reverse of 1897, 
the present results are unusually gratifying 
and the company has made many contracts 
already for the next season. ' There were 
1,217 farmers who had contracted with the 
company this year and the latter estimate 
the amount paid out to farmers at $80,000, 
representing the value of about 16,000 tons 
of beets, it will be some time before the 
returns will all be in, but the beets have 
been testing all the way from 15.9 per cent, 
to 19:6 per cent. It will be readily seen that 
at the rate of $4 a ton for beets testing 12 
per cent sugar in juice and 25c for every 
per cent additional, that farmers* have aver- 
aged all the ^ay from $4 to $5.75 a ton. 
There are no low tests to speak of, though 
this was a very dry season, and the farmers 
were not acquainted with the raising of beets. 
Some experts were sent out to teach the 
farmers, the majority of whom took very 
kindly to tue new industry, dreading some- 
what, however, the "kneeology" necessary in 
weeding the beets. Reports show that the 
raisers of vegetables near Milwaukee were 
the most successful in realizing returns per 
acre, the highest being a few cents over 
1101. 

The manar:emcnt has been very anxious 
to imprecs a'l i-aiserji that dilig nt work 
and strict adherei.ce to rules for sowing 
and cultivating are the requisites for a good 
crop, all the other conditions being equal. 
Just what the acreage this year has been, 
has not yet been ascertained, as some plant- 
ed more than they had contracted for and 
some had small failures. Next year double 
the acreage will be secured and the manage- 
ment is receiving enthusiastic letters from 
all sections of the state asking for informa- 
tion, blank contracts, etc. 

Menomonee Falls has been the scene of 
activity unparalleled in its history. Just a 
few days ago a bank was incorporated, ho- 
tels are going up and this little Dutch village 
which once was sleepy and backward, is 
now coming to the front. One of the mer- 
chants who has been doing business for 
years reports this past year as his best year. 
Nearly ail the checks sent out by the com- 
pany were cashed at home and the workmen, 
who have numbered from 150 to 200 all the 
time, have been here since October, drawing 
pay which they promptly received. Half of 
the men live in the village and vicinity. Be- 
sides hundreds have visited the factory since 
it began to turn out the first sugar, which 



the factory is just turning out the last car- 
load, of a thousand which have come in. 

The pulp has been a very popular fodder 
and farmers received it free at the rate of 
one-half a ton for ev^ry tori of beets. The 
company is sending out a letter offering the 
same next season. Fodder has been very 
scarce in Wisconsin in the past season, and 
those that did not raise beets were glad to 
pay $2 a ton for it. It was shipped away 
by the car-load to points within a radius of 
'fifty miles, so that there will be none left 
over at the close of the season. 

There were very few delays in the opera- 
tion of the factory. The management made 
no boasts as to what they were going to do, 
but went about quietly and worked assidu- 
ously till everything was in its place. The 
capacity this year has been about 37^ ton3 
every twenty-four hours. The plant is de- 
signed for 600 tons, and a few changes are 
ajready contemplated this coming season. 
The water supply will be increased, changes 
w^ll be made in conveying the pulp and a 
few, minor improvements incidental to all 
sugar refineries. 

The sugar has found a ready market all 
over, and has been sent out in sacks and bar- 
rels. Many have found the sugar process 
wonderful and are not blaming the company 
now for sending out a circular which appeals 
to all the farmers to use every means to 
persuade the congressmen to vote against the 
reduction of the Cuban tariff. 

The readers of the Planteb are all aware 
of the agitation going on now on this matter 
and the circular is most demonstrative in 
showing that the beet sugar industry is in 
its infancy, that it is the farmer's industry 
and that if it is not nursed properly it will 
ultimately die a natural death at the hands 
of the sugar trufct which is advocating the 
reduction of the tariff on raw material, not 
for the benefit of the masses but for its own 
benefit. H is shown that the "American Su- 
gar Refining Company," (trust) refines the 
raw material produced by cheap labor, where- 
as the beet sugar industry is fostered by 
the well paid American laborers. The cir- 
cular goes on to show that Wisconsin has 
been sending out $20,000 for sugar every 
day, and that it will take twenty factories of 
the Menomonee Falls type to supply the need 
of the Badger state. In view of the possi- 
bilities it is said that 30,000 farmers will 
have the privilege of raising beets to supply 
this demand but not unless the beet sugar in- 
dustry is protected and nursed. S. G. R. 



Orig^in of tlie Beet Sug^ar industry. 

The first experiment was made by two 
citizens of Philadelphia, as early as 1830, 
and was almost contemporaneous with the 
firm establishment of the industry in France. 
Eight years later David Lee Child under- 
took, in a small way, the production of beet 
root sugar at Northampton, Mass. With an 
apparatus of his own device, Mr. Child was 



185 degrees, to dry 800 pounds in twenty- 
four hours. This dried product was ground, 
treated with three times its weight of water 
and subjected to pressure, giving, it was 
said, a liquid twice as rich in sugar as the 
ordinary juice of the beet The cost Of the 
culture in tne Connecticut river valley was, 
in 1838 to 1839, $42 an acre, with an average 
yield of from thirteen to fifteen tons. The 
crop yielded 6 per cent of sugar and 2% per 
cent of molasses. And the cost of the sugar 
was 11 cents a pound. 

In 1863 the (Jennert Brothers established 
an enterprise at Chatsworth, 111. On account 
of the ill-fhosen location as to soil and cli- 
mate, the enterprise failed, after a struggle 
of six years, and the works were removed 
to Freeport, 111. But here it was failure 
again, and the Germania Beet Sugar Com-^ 
pany finally succumbed and some of the ma- 
chinery was moved to Black Hawk, Sauk 
county, Wisconsin, to join with a co-operative 
enterprise that had been established there. 
The crop of 1870 partially failed through 
drought. Additions were made to the works 
by means of machinery brought from Illi- 
nois and Fond du Lac, but the results of the 
year 1871 were not profitable, and in time 
the enterprise was lost sight of. 

FAILVUES 0.\ AIX SIDES. 

The Sacramento Valley Company was or- 
ganized in 1869 and began extensive opera- ' 
tions a year later, and its existence was 
maintained until tne close of 1875, when the 
machinery that had cost $160,000 in Ger- 
many was offered lor sale at $45,000. Cali- 
fornia, beginning in 1869, went extensively 
into the manufacture of sugar from beets. In 
1870 it produced 500,000 pounds. In 1871 it 
produced 800,000 pounds, in 1872 it produced 
1,125,000 pounds, and in 1873 it produced 1,- 
500,000 pounds. But notwithstanding these 
flattering figures, in 1876, the manufacture of 
beet sugar in California came to a sudden 
stop, and the capital invested, amounting to 
nearly $1,000,000, was a total loss. The ex- 
periments up to this time received no aid or 
encouragement from state governments or 
from the general government, with the ex- 
ception of the provision that no machinery 
purchased abroad and Imported for the man- 
ufacture of sugar from the beet of this coun- 
try should be subject to customs duties. 

In 1870 and 1871 the states of New Jersey 
and Massachusetts made legislative provis- 
ions exempting from taxation for ten years 
all capital and property engaged in the su- 
gar beet industry, but no practical results 
followed. In 1876 the Canadian government 
offered a premium of one cent a pound for all 
sugar manuiactured from the beet root, the 
total sum paid to any one individual, com- 
pany or corporation not to exceed $7,000 per 
annum. This premium stimulated the cul- 
ture of the crop and the establishment of 
factories, and the industry has flourished in 
Canada for years. 

MAINE WAS FIRST TO SUCCEED. 



was October 28, and at this writing (Jan. 21) able, wit^ a temperature of 150 degrees to The state of Maine followed the example 
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of the Canauian government In substantially 
uie same terms. The Forest City sugar re- 
finery at Portland hastened to take advantage 
of the premium offered and experiments on 
a small scale by the company resulted in 
such success that in 1880 the company en- 
larged its capacity so that it worked 150 tons 
of roots a day and raised its crop from l,2t>0 
acres of land. 

In 1876 and 1877 Delav^re appropriated 
$300, and in 1878-79 $1,500 in premiums, to 
stimulate beet culture, and the result was the 
establishment of the Delaware Beet Sugar 
Company at Wilmngton. This was the start 
of the sugar beet industry in the United 
States, and now many companies are doing 
a large business in many of the states. An 
effort was made to get an appropriation of 
$40,000 several years ago to stimulate the 
industry in Indiana, but it was defeated. 
When the Indiana legislature meets again 
the question will come up once more, and 
there are so many people engaged in the cul- 
ture that it is believed Indiana will do some- 
thing for it. 

It is difficult to trace the exact origin of 
the sugar beet. Its antiquity is shown by 
the fact that Theophrastus described two va- 
rieties — the deep-red and the white beet. 
Oliver de Serres, in his writings in 1590, 
makes mention only of the red beet, states 
that it haa not long been introduced into Eu- 
rope, and says that "the juice yielded on 
boiling is similar to sugar sirup." This va- 
riety was introduced in England in 1548, 
but the white variety was not known until 
1570. According to Abbe Rosier, four varie- 
ties were already known in 1782 — the small 
and large red, the yellow and the white. The 
variety known as disette, and which is still 
grown in I« ranee for feeding purposes, is be- 
lieved to have originated in Germany. It 
was brought into notice by \.-morin, the an- 
cestor of the great seedmen of Vilmorin, An- 
drieux & Co., who died in 1804. The beet 
was introduced into England by Perkins in 
1786. 

EXPERIMENTS WITH BEET ROOTS. 

The root does not seem to have been con- 
sidered as having a value, and was culti- 
vated only for the table or for cattle food 
until 1,747, when Margraff, a member of the 
Berlin Academy of Sciences, believing sugar 
to be a regular constituent of plants, other 
than the sugar cane, made an examination of 
different varieties of vegetables and succeed- 
ed in separating from several kinds varyin^^ 
quantities of crystallizable sugar. His sys- 
tem of research consisted of cutting the ma- 
terial to be examined into thin slices, rapid- 
ly drying it, reducing it to fine powder and 
exhausting it with diluted alcohol. Of all 
the plants examined he found the beet to be 
the richest in sugar. This important dis- 
covery remained dormant for nearly 'half a 
century, when one of Margraff s pupils, Karl 
Franz Achard, finally succeeded in extracting 
sugar from the beet root, and on a compara- 
tively large scale. He announced his results 
in 1797 and in 1799 presented a sample of 
the product to the Institute of France. In 
1800 it was finally decided in France that 
beet sugar could be produced, but it was 
thirty years later before it was firmly es- 
tablished. Sugar making from beets became 
an industry in Germany in 1808. 

This in brief is the story of an industry 
that is destined to be an important factor 
in the history of Indiana's manufactories. — 
W. H. Blodffett, in Indianapolis News. 



PrefMU-ation of Soil and Cultivation 
of Crops — Experiments in .Culti- 
vation of 5ugar Cane at the Su- 
gar Experiment Station, Audu- 
bon Park, New Orleans, La. 

The successful raising of crops involves 
the proper preparation of the soil — the plant- 
ing, the fertilization, and the cultivation of 
the crop. It ts easy to enunciate the above 
facts, but difficult even for a trained scien- 
tist to execute them properly. To accomplish 
the above requires a knowledge of every sci- 
ence which underlies agriculture. 

Drainage, and the relation of the soil and 
crops to water, air and heat, belong to the 
domain of physics. The ingredients of soils, 
plants and fertilizers are demonstrated by 
the chemist. The bacteriologist, by the aid 
of the microscope, reveals the myriads of 
microbes existing in every fertile soil in good 
tilth, busily engaged in transferring insolu- 
ble matter into available plant food. Phys- 
iology teaches how the plant takes in its 
fpod and transforms it Into, first, the blade, 
then the ear, and after that the full com 
in the ear. Botany differentiates the plants 
we cultivate, classifies them according to 
their common properties — of roots, stalks and 
leaves. It points out the difference between 
tap rooted and fibrous rooted plants, be- 
tween netted vein and parallel veined leaves, 
between exogenous and endogenous stalks, 
between nonoecious and diecious flowers, 
between leguminous plants with nodules on 
their roots, through which the nitrogen of 
the air is absorbed and assimilated, and non- 
leguminous plants which must get all Of 
their nitrogen from the soil. 

Geology tells us of the origin of soils — 
whether coming from the disintegration of 
rocks in situ, or whether after disintegra- 
tion the materials have been transported 
and assorted by moving waters. 

Mechanics gives us the laws which assist 
in the evolution of a plow, and in the con- 
struction of the double and triple trees by 
which the plow is drawn, as well as in the 
arrangement of the gear by which the mule 
or horse Is hitched, so as to exert the max- 
imum power with the least expenditure of 
labor. 

The grand object of plowing and cultivat- 
ing is to produce such conditions in the soil 
as shall conduce to the most rapid develop- 
ment of the plants under cultivation within 
a given time. Therefore, every factor pro- 
ducing these conditions should be clearly 
understood, and if possible, riiade active in 
our operations. **Why we plow" and "why 
we cultivate," are questions easier asked 
than answered, and but few farmers appre- 
ciate fully the reasons for the work which 
he gives his crops. 

While every effort should be made to ac- 
complish our work In such a manner as to 
wring from nature every assistance possible, 
there is, unfortunately, a practical money- 
getting side to farming, that compels us to 
do this work in such an economical manner 
as to leave a balance on the profit side of 
the ledger at the end of the season. There- 
fore, the successful farnier or planter must 
combine the scientific and practical in all 
of his work. He must first know why he 
plows, and then how to do it successfully, as 
well as economically. 

Science teaches that there are ever pres- 
ent in nature two active series of forces — the 
one constructive, the other destructive. They 
operate alike upon the three great king- 
doms — mineral, vegetable and animal. These 
forces are perfectly apparent in the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms. Propelled by the mys- 
terious force of vitality, the plant or ani- 



mal under suitable environment thrives; 
constructive forces are at work in both in- 
stances just as long as life exists. The veg- 
etable kingdom transforms the minerals into 
fibre, leaf and fruit. The animal kingdom 
takes the products of the garden, field and 
forest and transforms them into flesh and 
blood, bone and sinew, hair and hoof — the 
most complex of organic substances. Re- 
move the influence of vitality, death en- 
sues, and the destructive forces begin at 
once the work of disintegration and decay. 
The more highly organized bodies, are the 
earliest to begin dissolution and the quick- 
est to reach absolute revolution into the 
simple forms of matter. This is evidenced 
by the rapidity of the decomposition of ani- 
mal bodies after death. Vegetable matter 
decomposes more slowly, but is ultimately 
resolved into the same simple substances. 

To the layman the operation of these two 
opposing forces in the mineral kingdom 
is not so apparent. The study of geology 
teaches us, however, that **by ceaseless 
change all that is, subsists" — that the gran- 
ite rocks of to-day may become the fertile 
soils of to-morrow, and the fertile soils of 
to-morrow may by natural forces be con- 
verted into rocks of the next geological day. 

The forces at work may be classified as 
gravity, heat, water alone — either as a vapor 
liquid or solid — water changed with car- 
bonic or other acids — oxygen of the air — 
chemical affinity, and last but not least, vi- 
tality. Under the head of vitality must be 
included the ferments and microbes — so po- 
tential of wonderful results in their aggre- 
gate action. These forces have produced 
all the changes on the earth's surface, and 
are still acting with undiminished intensity, 
causing the shifting scenes in the natural 
spectacular drama daily exposed to the in- 
quisitive gaze of a transitory humanity. 

The internal heat of the earth, the depo- 
sition by moving water, of rock material, 
subsequently solidified or crystallized by 
pressure and other agents, are constantly pro- 
ducing/ "rocks." These rocks, whether of 
igneous or aqueous origin, are assailed at 
once by the destructive forces, and the work 
of disintegration begins — preparatory to the 
support of vegetable life. Soon a few lichens 
appear, preceded perhaps by microbes, and 
followed in order by mosses, grasses, weeds, 
with finally, shrubs and trees. To the un- 
aided eye of the prospective settler, there 
is finally presented a more or less complete 
disintpgration of rock into soil. 

While this decomposition is in progress, 
the falling rains and moving waters are 
transporting, assorting and depositing much 
of this disintegrated material at lower levels, 
until finally large areas of alluvial soils 
have encroached upon the ocean's domain 
and enlarged the territory of cultivable soils. 
The increasing layers of alluvial material, 
superimposed the one above the other, will 
develop by its own weight sufficient pres- 
sure to beg^in again the process of rock mak- 
ing, and if undisturbed will ultimately pro- 
duce incipient slates, shales and sandstone. 
An illustration of this is found in the forma- 
tion of hard pan which frequently occurs 
underneath soils which are cultivated with 
shallow implements. 

These preliminary remarks will doubtless 
throw considerable light upon the "why" 
we plow our soils. 

The first and primary object of breaking 
soils is to arrest this natural tendency to • 
rock making, to open up the first twelve ©r 
eighteen inches of the soil to the diaintegrat- 
ing influences of air, water, carbonic acid, 
vegetable matter and microbes. 

A hard pan forming near the surface is de- 
structive to soil fertility. Bricks are arti- 
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flcial rockB hardened by pressure and beat 
If they are finely ground, and seeds be plant- 
in the powder, they will not grow — why 
not? 

Study the decomposition of rocks 'Hn situ." 
No sign of vegetable life is apparent. Pres- 
ently, by the forces already alluded to, a 
thin seam of crumbled rock is completely 
occupied by the lower forms of vegetable 
life. By the vital activities of these plants, 
aided by the microbes, which simultaneously 
begin their preparatory work, disintegration 
becomes more rapid, and soon a higher order 
of plants appear to be in turn supplanted or 
supplemented by still high-er. Lichens give 
way to mosses, mosses to grasses and sedges, 
and these in turn to shrubs, until finally 
the majestic forest, sending its long tap 
roots down to the now deeply obscured rocks,, 
covers the landscape and announces by its 
presence the fitness of the soil for cultiva- 
tion. The woodman's ax clears the forest, 
and the farmer's work of retaining the 
conditions which nature has established, now 
begins. He must plow deeply and fre- 
quently. He must rotate his crops, using 
in the rotation a deep tap rooted plant, so as 
to maintain the permeability and fertility 
of the soil which nature through long ages 
has prepared for him, or else tne construct- 
ive forces ever present will gradually restore 
his soil to incipient rocks, and make It un- 
productive. 

Physically, the soil is the home of the roots 
of plants, and they must have air, moisture 
and nutrition. Deprived of any one of 
these, the plant dies. In our homes it is 
found that space is needed to give an abund- 
ance of air and freedom of movement, both 
essential to health and well being. 

The plant, too, in its home, must have 
room for the mov-ements of its roots, and 
depth and permeability for the supply of 
atmospheric oxygen and capillary water. 

The pulverized brick will not support, at 
first, plant life; but supply it with air, moist- 
ure, micro organisms and organic matter, 
and a wonderful transformation in its pro- 
ducing power will be apparent. These are 
absolutely needed to transform the inert im- 
palpable brick dust into soluable plant food. 

By plowing the soils, air and moisture 
are admitted and they go upon their heaven 
decreed mission of preparing plant food. An 
important fact must here be emphasized. 
This soluable food must be at once utilized 
by a growing plant, else it will be quickly 
resolved into insoluabXe forms or washed 
out by descending showers beyond the reach 
of plants. It Is therefore of the utmost im- 
portance to keep our fields occupied as far 
as possible by some growing crop through- 
out the year. The amount of plant food 
available at any one time, even in our most 
fertile soils. Is relatively very small, and 
is dependent, as will presently be shown, 
upon "tilth." 

The first object then in breaking land is 
to arrest the natural tendency of all soils 
(some more than others) to make rock, 
which Is accomplished by letting in freely 
air, moisture and the roots of plants. In 
the disintegration of soil particles which 
results from the action of the above, plant 
food Is eliminated. 

The second object in breaking land is to 
destroy the weeds and grasses and thus re- 
lieve It of the foulness which an excess of 
vegetable growth always produces. This 
is usually accomplished with a turning plow, 
which Inverts the soil while breaking It. 
Plowing Is, then, a cleansing process. It Is 
nearly always desirable to incorporate vege- 
table matter with the soil, to make "humus" 
which subserves a most beneficial purpose 
l)oth from its physical and chemical effects 



upon the land. Leguminous crops a^re highly 
esteemed for such purposes, but in their ab- 
sence weeds of any kind may be utilized. 

The third object ifi breaking land is to 
control moisture. Lands long subject to over- 
flow and which have become water sogged, 
may be relieved and made productive by dry- 
ing, which is sometimes accomplished by 
throwing Into high ridges and exposing the 
largest surface possible, with bare deep mid- 
dips giving increased evaporation from lower 
depths and furnishing channels for the es- 
cape of flood waters in excessive rainfalls. 

Evaporation Is a cooling process, and no 
soil can be made productive which has an 
excess of water constantly evaporating from 
Its surface. Therefore wet lands are fre- 
quently relieved of their excessive moisture 
by proper plowing. On the other hand, if 
the soil be drouthy and the rainfall un- 
'equally distributed throughout the year, 
breaking the land deep and flat, lapping each 
furrow on the preceding, forming a contin- 
uous mass of loose earth eight or ten Inches 
deep, a reservoir Is formed for the storage 
of water for dry periods and a blanket is 
spread over the subsoil to prevent rapid 
evaporation. Sandy and light loamy soils 
should always be thus treated, while clays, 
naturally hydroscopic, had better be ridged 
to dispose of their excessive moisture. 

Soils vary greatly in their capacity to hold 
water. At Audubon Park it has been found 
that the soils will carry over 50 per cent, 
of their weight of water without dripping. 
It has been further determined that growing 
plants will suffer on these soils when the 
moisture is reduced to 12^per ceht. Sandy 
soils will rarely hold over 20 per cent, of 
their weight, and will successfully sustain 
some plants where the water is reduced to 
two to four per cent. These differences are 
due to the different percentages of clay, silt 
and sand which these soils contain, and a 
knowledge of these different capacities fre- 
quently, In the absence of Irrigation, deter- 
mines the character of the crop to be grown 
upon such soil. 

Grasses of all kinds revel in aa excess of 
moisture. Being fibrous rooted, they gather 
their sustenance from the upper layers of 
the soil, and hence this upper stratum must 
furnish at least fifteen to twenty-five per 
cent, of moisture in order to render soluble 
a maximum amount of plant food. Clay lands 
readily supply this excessive amount and 
hence are specially adapted to grasses. Cane 
Is a gigantic grass and enjoys in an intensi- 
fied degree this love for moisture. Hence It Is 
grown most everywhere upon clay or loamy 
clay soils. 

Whatever the capacity of a soil for hold- 
ing water, it has been found that fifty to 
Eixty per cent, of this capacity is the amount 
best adapted to the rapid growth of those 
plants most suitable to the soil. 

At Audubon Park repeated experiments 
have shown that twenty-five per cent, of 
moisture always present In the soils produces 
the largest and best crops of sugar cane. 

CULTIVATION OF SOILS. 

If the work of breaking the soil has been 
Intelligently performed, subsequent planting 
and cultivation are simple processes. If 
badly done, then subsequent cultivation must 
be directed, not to cultivation proper, but 
to the securement of tilth, that is, obtaining 
the best conditions for the growth of crops. 

Tilth should always, if possible, be ob- 
tained before planting, and then the after 
cultivation is purely one of culture, that is, 
the maintenance of tilth. 

Unfortunately, such a happy condition 
does not always . prevail with our planters. 
It too frequently happens that furrows of 
clods are thrown hastily together, and the 



seed deposited among the clods. Weeds and 
grass appear v^lth the belated crop and con- 
tend for the mastery. Turn plows and hoes 
are used to remove the weeds. The young 
plants, already stunted, are left alone in the 
clods, surrounded by environments by no 
means conducive to rapid growth and devel- 
opment. Cultivation should have no such 
object In view as the destruction of weeds 
and grass. Sometimes our variable seasons 
fill our fields with grass and weeds in spite 
of our best efforts, and when filled milst be 
removed by the plow, and the hoe; yet the 
universal experience everywhere is that the 
crop is never improved by such treatment. 
It Is simply a necessary evil, often brought 
about by neglect or overcropping, but some- 
times by such extremely wet seasons as al- 
most to defy human effort to prevent it. 

True cultivation should look only to the 
preservation of tilth which a proper prepara- 
tion of the soil has established. It Involves 
only two principles. First, the maintenance 
of such conditions as will promote the most 
rapid and beneficial chemical changes in 
the soil, and, second, the conservation of the 
proper amount of moisture. 

The chemical changes in a soil are most 
complex. Until recently, every soil was 
looked upon as a mass of inert matter, ut- 
terly devoid of life, and was treated with a 
view of reducing to a powder the material 
composing it, in order to release as much 
plant food as possible. To annihilate weeds 
and grass was the object of cultivation. To- 
day an up-to-date agriculturist knows that 
every well cultivated and fertile soil is 
filled with living beings. The mineral por- 
tion of such a soil is simply the environment 
of living micro organisms, furnishing them 
with a portion of their sustenance. While 
air, water and mineral matter furnish the 
materials of plant growth, they must all be 
digested before they can be assimilated. The 
animal matter must suffer disintegration 
before assimilation, and the only forces so 
far known capable of accomplishing this 
Work, are the secretions of the plants, the 
vital activity of the rootlets, organic acids, 
soil ferments and micro organisms.' 

Micro organisms are intimately connected 
with the rootlets of leguminous plants, and 
hence these plants are selected for soil im- 
provement. 

Again, every fertile, well tilled soil is 
swarming with other classes of microbes^— 
some useful to vegetation, others positively 
noxious. Some prepare plant food directly, 
and are frequently accompanied by others 
whose chief function seems to be to destroy 
the work performed by the foriner. 

Science Is engaged In an earnest effort to 
discover a plan by which the former may be 
multiplied and the latter destroyed. 

While there is a lurking suspicion that all 
plant food Is perhaps the resultant of the 
action of micro organisms, bacteriologists 
have only so far succeeded in isolating and 
determining the character of those germs 
engaged In the preparation of nitrogen for 
plants. The process by which this nitrogen 
is thus prepared Is called "Nitrification," 
and the process by which this preparation 
Is destroyed Is called "Denltrification." The 
Importarce of "Nitrification" can hardly be 
overestimated, when the relatively high 
prices of nitrogen are considered. It is the 
most important ingredient of fertilizers. It 
is also the most fugitive. The largest sup- 
ply comes from organic matter, which by 
the process of nitrification Is converted into 
Nitric Acid, the most soluble form of nitro- 
gen and the form in which it enters into 
plants. The salts of Nitric Acid (called "ni- 
trates") are extremely soluble, and If not 
at once appropriated by growing plants are 
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washed out by heavy rains. Hence a grad- 
ual development of Nitric acid durilig the 
entire period of growth of plants seems ex- 
tremely desirable and a cessation of "Nitrifi- 
cation" even in a fertile soil riclji, in nitroge- 
ous matter is fatal to the plant growing 
therein. 

In the process of Nitrification three dis- 
tinct genera of micro organisms are recog- 
nized: First, those which convert nitrogen- 
ous matters into ammonia; second, those 
which convert ammonia into nitrous acid, 
and, third, those that convert nitrous aQid 
into nitric acid. All are necessary to the 
complete transformation of Nitrogenous mat- 
ter into Nitric acid, the form of nitrogen 
available for plant food. These ferments 
work' together synchronously each waiting 
on the other. 

It should be the aim of every planter and 
farmer to establish and maintain in all of 
his fields, conditions most favorable to the 
development and multiplication of these mi- 
^cro organisms, upon whose activities the 
'abundance of his harvest so intimately de- 
pends. The following are the prescribed 
conditions: 

1st. They are most abundant and active 
ne&r the surface, diminishing in numbers 
and vitality as one descends. Hence the 
importance of surface cultivation for all 
crops when maximum yields are desired. 

2nd. An abundance of air in the inter- 
stices of the soil. Hence the necessity of 
thorough drainage and a deep preparation 
of the land to insure a complete aeration. 

3rd. A high temperature. The maximum 
activity is devolved between 85 deg. and 100 
deg. F. Plants grow rapidly when both days 
and nights are warm, .while a fall in tem- 
perature frequently checks the growth. 

4th. Absence of light. While the parts 
of plants ^Jx)ve the ground require sunlight 
for their full development, these microbes 
diminish in activity even to the vanishing 
point as the sunlight increases. Shading 
tjie ground enables them to work near the 
surface, and warm nights ar^ more pro- 
pitious for their multiplication and work 
than warm days. 

5th. A certain amount of moisture. Ex- 
cessive moisture, as already remarked, ex- 
cludes air, a needed factor in Nitrification, 
yet a certain amount of water present is in- 
dispensable to the existence of these germs. 
Experience has shown that one-third to one- 
half of the capacity of a soil for moisture 
is the proper amount for most i*apid work. 

6th. An alkali, usually lim^, to be pres- 
ent in small quantities. The final action of 
Nitrification is Nitric acid. Unless there 
be a base present with which this acid can 
unite, ^c would accumulate in the soil and 
destroy the germs; a soil deficient in lime 
will support neither the microbes nor ^tue 
crops. 

7th. Presence of organic matter contain- 
ing nitrogen. This condition is of first im- 
portance, and if the soil be deficient in it, 
must be supplied artificially in some form, 
as stable manure, cotton seed meal, tank- 
age, dried blood, fish scrap, etc. 

The use of stable manure or a compost 
containing it carries with it a double action, 
and therefore has a double value. It not 
only supplies nitrogen, but also the organ- 
isms for nitrifying it, and when incorporated 
in the soil, the latter exercise their activity 
also upon the inert nitrogen already in the 
soil, when the more nitriffiable portions of 
the manure are exhausted. 

Hence stable manure frequently produces 
results far beyond the analytical contents 
given by the chemist. 

Beneficial bacteria are often accompanied 
by others inimical to agriculture. These 



decoinpose nitric acid as fast as formed. A 
study of "denitrification" has developed the 
gratifying fact that under favorable circum- 
stances the denitrifying bacteria are not 
propagated in alarming numbers, and there- 
fore cannot be very destructive. 

From tbe above it will be seen that fre- 
quent cultivations, provided no roots are cut, 
are favorable. to rapid nitrification. It has 
also been demonstrated at this station that 
soils cultivated daily give a larger nitrifica- 
tion than the same soils cultivated weekly, 
and the latter more than those cultivated less 
frequently. 

The second object in cultivation is to con- 
serve moisture, and here, as with the other 
object already described, a shallow cultiva- 
tion for the best results is required; in fact, 
necessary, since it has been shown else- 
where that deep plowing will frequently re- 
lieve wet soils of their excessive moisture. 

On the approach of a drought, cultivators 
should be run very shallow and almost con- 
tinuously. By so doing, a thin layer of 
earth removed from the great mass of soil 
is laid as a mulch on the surface and the con- 
tinuous upward movement of thq water 
through the soil into the air is checked Just 
below the surface and the roots of the plants 
can then appropriate it. The continuity of 
capillary pores is broken and the water is 
arrested just below the surface, and is there 
retained for the use of the plant By cul- 
tivating continuously during dry weather 
the mulch is restored as fast as the capil- 
lary action of the water in the soil destroys 
it. Again, finely divided soils have the power 
of absorbing hygroscopic moisture from the 
air, a not insignificant property in a pro- 
longed drouth in a climate like lower Louis- 
iana with heavy dews at night 

These are the reasons we plow and culti- 
vate. 

PREPARATION OF SOII^. 

should be accomplished by instruments best 
suited to the character of the land and the 
object of the cultivator. The implements 
used are turn plows, disc plows, harrows 
and roUets. Two fundamental types are 
found in turn plows. The one to produce 
tilth by going deep, pulverizing well and 
shearing the soil into the thinnest slices. 
All this is accomplished by having a steep 
mould board and a less oblique plow-share. 
The draft necessary to propel them is great, 
but the work accomplished amply compen- 
sates for the increased draft. In an open 
porus soil, with large sandy particles, this 
plow is to be recommended, and the soil 
should be plowed a little wet and as deep 
as other conditions will permit. By so do- 
ing, a finer texture is obtained by breaking 
down the granulation. If the soil be already 
too close in texture, heavy and wet, a less 
steep mould board used when the soil is 
dry, will tend to sheer it into layers and 
form larger granules. 

The second form of turn plows is used to 
cut a clean furrow and turn it over as com- 
pletely as possible, burying any cover of 
weeds and grass that may be present. The 
last form is extensively used in converting 
pea vines in this State. It usually has a 
revolving circular counter In front, and a 
drag chain each end of which is attached to 
the ends of the doubletree, and of such a 
length as to pull down the weeds in front 
of the plow, so that the dirt may be thrown 
directly upon them. 

Plowing soils when too wet has the ten- 
dency of destroying tilth and producing 
•'pudding." 

When a soil is the least too dry to puddle, 
it will sheer into the thinnest slices and 
produce the very best results in the secure- 
ment of tilth. When the Same soil is too 



dry, no shearing will take place and the fur- 
row will be broken with large coarse lumps. 

There Is, therefore, a shape of mould 
board, a stage of soil moisture and a depth 
of furrow which will produce the best and 
quickest tilth in every soil. A variation in 
either factor may produce the opposite re- 
sults. If plowing must be done when the 
soil is q, little too wet, a less aeep mould 
board is used and the furrow as shallow as 
good work will permit If a little too dry 
and the pulverization is not fine, a steeper 
mould board and a deeper furrow will gen- 
erally pulverize the soil better and increase 
the tilth. 

Deep plowing pulverizes more than sHal- 
low, and the work required Is greater than 
the proportion of depth. Steep mould boards 
also pulverize the best, but the draft is 
greatly increased. Clay soils have more 
and larger granules which must be broken 
down, and hence require more power to plow 
than So^ndy ones. 

The granules of a soil are not as strong 
In wet soils as in dry ones, and hence the 
former are easier plowed. If the soil is al- 
ready too dry and must be plowed, every 
effort shoulvi be made to plow deeper rather 
than shallower, since deep plowing pulver- 
lezs better, reaches moist soil, which is 
brought to tne surface, and places the upper 
dry soil at a depth where it will be quickly 
moistened, and in every way tends to pro- 
duce an acceptable seed bed. 

The sod plow Is of the second form, and 
Is constructed so as to require the least draft 
to propel It. It has a very slanting mould 
board, with an easy curve for bending and 
turning pver the furrow slice. The sheer 
is arranged so that its edge cuts off the roots 
with a drawing cut. It is easily managed 
by the plowman. The disc plow has found 
its way to public favor in the last few years. 
When well managed, it is an admirable im- 
plement, breaking and pulverizing the soil 
well, and performing the . work with the 
least draft It will bury pea vines and other 
rank vegetation with the best results and 
least delays. It is especially useful for flush- 
ing or breaking land broadcast. Experi- 
ments at this Station have shown that better 
and more economical results were obtained 
by turning under pea vines with this plow 
broadcast, and afterwards bedding the land 
with two horse turn plows than by bedding 
the land directly with a four horse turn 
plow. Nearly every Implement manufacturer 
Is now putting a disc plow on the market, 
and like the disc harrow and cultivator, it is 
yearly growing in popular use. 

The subsoil plow Is frequently used in 
Louisiana. Its use should be attended with 
extremely good judgment since it is liable 
to cause puddling when the subsoil is too 
wet Again, the state of dryness in the soil 
is no criterion for the condition of the sub- 
soil, and hence the latter Is frequently stir- 
red when far too wet, witn disastrous pud- 
dling results. In the soils of the sugar belt, 
with the prevailing seasons,, subsolllng, even 
when well performed, Is of doubtful utility. 
Better far to let the cow pea roots do this 
work. 

HOW DEKF TO PTX)W 

must be decided by every farmer after he 
has studied the requirements of his plants 
and the character of his soil. As a rule. It 
Is hazardous to the next crop to turn up a 
large amount of unweathered subsoil, and 
the better way to secure a deep soil, a condi- 
tion always promotive of large crops, is to 
gradually deepen, by an inch or more, the 
plowing each year until the desired depth 
is secured. 

WHEN TO PLOW. - 

In every soil there Is an exact condition of 
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moisture ac which the best tiltn will be se- 
cured by plowing. As a rule, for general 
practice, this condition can approximately 
be determined by squeezing the soil in the 
hand, and if after squeezing the soil will hold 
its fornii, but at the same time will eaeily 
crumble to pieces and not be sticky. 

DBAFT OF PLOWS. 

The draft of plows has been investigated 
in a series of trials in England and America. 
It has been found that it varies with the 
character of the soil, style of plow, and state 
of moisture. The results of these trials as 
given by Prof. King in his admirable work, 
"Physics of Agriculture," is: 

English trials, 1840, mean draft 7.41 per 
square inch. 

American trials, 1850, mean draft 5.81 lbs. 
per square inch. 

This refers to the pounds required per 
square inch of the cross section of the fur- 
row slice, e. g., a plow cutting 5 inches 
deep by 9 Inches wide, has a cross-section 
of 45 square inches, and if it required 227 
lbs. to propel it, gives a draft per square inch 
of 5.04 lbs. 

All plows should be so hitched that the 
line of draft should extend straight from the 
center of furrow slice on the mould board, 
through the traces to the connecting hook 
of the hames. If this line be not straight, 
the draft is heavier. 

While a horse power in mechanics is 
taken at 550 pounus per second, in farm 
practice the actual weight of the animal 
must be considered. A horse or mule can 
exert a pull of half of its weight for a short 
time, but in a steady pull, lasting all day, 
averagring 2% miles per hour, it is not safe 
to require more than one-tenth of its weight. 
Therefore the mules used on a sugar planta- 
tion, weigning from 1,000 pounds to 1,250 
pounds, each can pun steadily all day from 
100 to 125 pounds each, may pull over hills 
twice this amount, and in emergencies, If 
well broken, may even quadruple this quan- 
tity. Taking the average plow and estimat- 
ing that it will cut a furrow 8 inches by 12 
inches, and that each square inch will re- 
quire a draft of 6 pounds, there will be re- 
quired four to five mules of 1,250 pound each 
to pull it comfortably all day. 

At a test at this station, the Handcock Disc 
Plow propelled to a depth of ten inches, and 
cutting a furrow of fifteen inches showed a 
draft on the self-registering dynamometer 
of 550 pound. These mules, weighing about 
1,200 pounds each, pulled this plow with 
extra exertion and labor. It was a good pull 
for four mules. Doubtless one of the chief 
reasons for the rapid breaking down of the 
mules on a sugar plantation is to be found in 
the excessive, yea, unsafe, work which they 
are daily called upon to perform. 

HARBOWS. 

After the land is well broken with plows, 
it should be thoroughly pulverized with a 
good harrow of some kind, well ridged, well 
drained, and the middles and quarter drains 
well cleaned out. 

If the work of preparation be done in the 
early fall and left (either planted or un- 
planted) until spring, it will be found in an 
excellent state of tilth, and cultivation of 
the crop. If it be properly done, will be an 
easy and rapid operation. 

After once establishing this tilth, every 
care should be exercised to maintain it -If 
it be necessary to -ofl^bar the land, to scrape 
the plant cane, or dig the stubbier the mid- 
dles should be well lapped up. In fact, at 
no time during the cultivation should the 
land be left flat, since a heavy rainfall may 
occur on it which will in a short while de- 
stroy the tiltli which previous heavy work 
bad established. As soon as the cane Is 



large ent)ugh, the middles should be split 
out, and plows sent to the house. The sub^ 
sequent cultivation should be done exclu- 
sively with some of the improved cultivators. 

ECONOMICAL CULTIVATION OF CANE. 

The experiments begun several years ago 
to determine the economy and efficiency of 
the use Of improved implements in the cul- 
tivation of cane have been continued through 
the years 1900 and 1901. 

Though begun seven years ago, the results 
for six years only are available, the freeze 
having destroyed the experiment for the 
year 1899. The following is taken from Bul- 
letin No. 59: 

"Nine years ago Mr. Mallon brought to the 
station a cultivator designed to work the 
middles of the row at one passage. We 
were then using the disc cultivator and 
double-mould plow. Not having seen the 
results of the use of the implement, and 
valuing too highly the experimental plats 
in cane, to submbit to measures whose 
effects then sepmed to be problematical, we 
declined personally to use it, but consented 
to let him try it on a limited scale. Accord- 
ingly one plat, about one acre in extent, was 
assigned to him, and everytime we cultivated 
our plats he cultivated his. His work and 
its effect upon both soil and cane were 
closely scrutinized, and we were agreeably 
surprised to find that during cultivation his 
soil was better pulverized and his cane more 
vigorous and verdant during growth than 
ours. At harvest all doubts were dispelled 
by the increased yield of tonnage without 
, detriment to the sugar content. These re- 
sults changed all of our plans for cultivation. 
We at once determined to discard all kinds 
of plows in cultivation and adopted the fol- 
lowing general plan, which we have rigidly' 
preserved ever since: the dirt xS returned 
and the middles split out with a two-horse 
plow and the latter then sent to the tool 
room, to remain until the next season. The 
first cultivation is made by straddling the 
cane with the disc cultivator, using three 
unequal aiscs, running them very shallow 
and throwing very little dirt to the cane. The 
middle or diamond cultivator follows, work- 
ing completely the middle of the row. In 
this operation both mules walk between the 
cane. 

"The next cultivation is made in the same 
way, or if the cane has grown considerably 
and requires more dirt, the three unequal 
discs are removed and two or three of equal 
size are substituted. These discs can be 
dished to throw much or little dirt Having 
displaced the three unequal discs with those 
of equal size, the cultivation continues with 
them followed immediately by the diamond 
or middle cultivator until "lay by" is de- 
sired. Then a single large disc is substi- 
tuted on either side for the smaller ones 
on the disc cultivator, and the two for- 
ward shovels on the middle cultivator are 
turned up, leaving only three for work, and 
with inese the cane Is laid by. This system 
of cultivation has been pursued for eight 
years on the station with most gratifying 
results." 

Seven years ago, a plat of ground was 
laid off and devoted for two years to' experi- 
ments in cultivation, using the above system 
In every alternate three rows and a two- 
horse plow in the rest. The results were 
a startling surprtee to us all and were re- 
ported to the Sugar Planters' Association 
at one of their meetings In 1896. 

"When reported it was suggested that we 
should compare other methods and not con- 
fine ourselves to the two-horse plow. 

"Accordingly It was decided to extend the 
methods. A plat of ground containing seven- 
ty-two small experiments was selected. The 



cane was planted and an excellent stand 
all over the plat secured. Five different 
methods of cultivation were adopted and 
were begun as soon as a stand of cane was 
secured, before breaking out the middles. 

"1. The middles were split out with two- 
horse plow and all subsequent cultivations 
performed with this Implement. 

"2. The middles were split out with two- 
horse plow and the subsequent cultivation 
done with a disc cultivator and two-horse 
plow. 

"3. The middles were split out with two- 
horse plow and all subse(^uent cultivation 
performed by disc and middle cultivators. 

"4. The middles split out with double 
mould board plow and after operations done 
with disc and double mould board plow. 

"5. No plow used at all. Middles split 
out with middle cultivator anu after cultiva- 
tion with disc and middle cultivators. 

"These experienments were begun In 1897 
with plant cane, continued In 1898 with first 
year stubble and left for second year stub- 
ble In 1899, but the freeze of February de- 
stroyed the stand and deprived us of the 
third year's results. Here are the results 
for the first two years: 

"PLANT CANE, 1897. 

Yield In 

tons per 
acre. Sucrose. Glucose. 
Experiment No. 1.. 36.78 12.48 1.11 

Experiment No. 2.. 39.54 12.36 1.05 . 

Experiment No. 3.. 42.56 12.89 .96 

Experiment No. 4. .38.3/ 12^.68 1.06 

Experiment No. 5.. 41.20 12.x ^ 1.03 

"Here the sucrose in the cane is about con- 
stant, but the tonnage varies from 36.78 to 
42.56. No 3 leads, with No. 5 second; No. 2 
Is third, rollowed by Nos. 4 and 1. 

"Here are the results lor 1898— first year 
stubble: 

Yield In 

tons per 
acre. Sucrose. Glucose. 
Experiment No. 1.. 26.10 9.65 1.82 

Experiment No. 2.. 31.05 9.65 1.74 

Experiment No. 3.. 31.16 10.27 1.62 « 

Experiment No. 4.. 31.24 '9.80 1.81 

Experiment No. 4.. 33.35 ^.80 1.70 

"This year Is memorable for excessive 
rainfall and low sucrose content in cane. 
Here No. 5 leads, with 4, 3 and 2 following 
with almost identical tonnage. No. 1 Is here 
the lowest as in 1897." 

The same plat was used for the experi- 
ments of 1900-1901 — the former year was In 
plant and the, latter In stubble. There were 
the same number of cultivation experiments, 
with four rows to each, leaving one row be- 
tween each experiment, not counted In the 
results, since this row received on either 
side a different cultivation. These four 
rows were planted In four varieties of cane 
—Seedling No. 74, Seedling No. 95, Purple, 
and Striped. 

The results of each year give, first, the 
results of each variety, and, second, the ag- 
gregate of four varieties, by the different 
cultivations. Only the aggregate are given 
here, since the full table of results would 
fill a large space and bewilder the reader. 
The following are the results: 

PLANT CANE 1900. 

Yield in 

tons per 

acre. Sucrose. Glucose. 

Experiment No. 1.. 33.41 9.54 1.68 

Experiment No. 2.. 36.74 9.66 1.63 

Expertment No. 3..38.85 9.44 1.68 

Experiment No. 4.. 36.20 9.40 1.81 

Experiment No. 5.. 39.61 9.29 1.85 

Here the sucrose is fairly constant, but 

(Continued on Page 79 ) 
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SUCAR. 

Open Kettle. 



Jan. 25. 



O. K. Cenullugai 

Choice 

Striet Prime .... 

Prime*. 

Fully Pair 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 

Common *. 

Inferior 



Centrifugal. 

Plant'n Grahul'ed 
Off Granulated... 
Choice White — 

Off White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow.... 
Prime Yellow ... 

Off Yellow 

Seconds 

Fancy Y C 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime — 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common.. 

Common 

Inferior 



Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime.... 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Pair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior.... *... 
SYRUP. 



Jan 27. 



Jan. 28. 



Jan. 29. 



2%@3^ 



- <^4 20 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

3fjg3|i 
3>i^3|5 
3A@3>^ 
1%@3 

- @ - 



to ® 20 

24 (s 25 

21 @ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 10 



14 ® 15 
12 @ 13 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 
9 
8 
7 

— @ 6 

— @ 6 
5 @5K 

10 (fp 22 



@ 



2%@3^ 
- @ — 
2^h^2.% 

2H^2h 
2^(b2% 
2H&2^ 
2h@2^ 
2^(s2>i 



- ©4 20 

- (S - 

- @ - 

- (^ - 

- @ - 

3,^6@3?^ 
lJi(»3 



10 @ 20 

21 (^ 25 

21 @ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 10 



14 @ 15 
12 @ 13 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 9 

— @ 8 
7 
6 
6 



- @ 



5 @5K 
10 @ 22 



Nbw York: 

SUCAR. 

Fair Refining, 89* 
Centrifugals, 96^" 

Granulated 

Standard A 

Dutch Granulated 
German Granul'td 

MOLASSES. 

N. O. Choice.... 

N. O. Fair 

Loin>oN: 

Jaya, No. 15 D. S 

A. & G. Beet. 



- @3>i 

- @3ll 

— @4 51 

— @4 31 

- @ - 

— @4 31 



- @ - 

- (^ - 



8s. 3 d. 
66. 8Md. 



- (a3K 

- @3|i 

- @4 51 

- @4 31 

- @ - 

- @4 31 

- @ - 

- @ - 



88. 3 d. 
68. 8Md. 



2?i@8^ 
- @ - 



Jan. 30. 



Jan. 31. 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ — 
3Ji@3}J 
3JiC33ii 
3>fi@3% 
1%(§3>^ 



10 @ 20 

24 @ 25 

21 (§ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 (g 15 

- @ 13 
-- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 10 



14 @ 15 
12 @ 13 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 
9 
8 
7 
6 

- @ 6 
5 @h% 

10 @ 22 



- @ 

- @ 



- ^ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 
3?^@3ii[ 

3>^C«3^ 
1%(&3 



10 @ 20 
24 @ 25 
21 @ 23 
18 @ 19 
16 @ 
14 @ 






17 
15 
13 
12 
A 
10 
10 



14 @ 15 
12 (§ 13 



11 

10 

9 

8 
7 
6 
6 
5>< 



10 (^ 22 



2%(g3K 

2%|2^ 
^%<B2)i 
2^(&2h 
2^(s2h 
2^(9 2>i 
2^@2>^ 
2h(S,2}i 

- @ ~ 

- @ - 

- (g — 



33i(53|S 
3Ji(i3H 
3>^@3V8 
l%C«3>ti 



10 @ 20 
24 @ 25 
21 @ 23 
18 @ 19 
16 @ 17 
14 @ 15 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 10 



2Ji(sSH 
- ® - 




14 
12 



10 



@ 15 

@ 13 

@ 11 

@ 10 

@ 9 

@ 8 

® 2 
@ 6 

@ 6 

@ - 

(§ 22 



3]k@3H 



10 @ 20 

24 @ 25 

21 @ 23 

18 @ 19 

16 @ 17 

14 @ 15 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 10 



— @ 15 

— @ 14 
12 @ 13 

— @ 11 

— c<? 10 

— @ 9 

— @ 8 

— @ 7 

— @ 6 

— @ 6 
10 @ 22 



4 ^4>^ 

- ^ - 

- @ - 
3%@33^ 
3^@33i 
3/^8(3 3?i 
3A(a3^ 
3>g@3,^e 
%@3A 
3>^@3A 

- @ - 

- (§ - 

- (g! - 

- @ - 

- @ - 
4il(«4Ji 
4>^@4A 
4K@4A 
2%(a>^ 



20 @ 26 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- (§ ~ 

- @ 26 

- @ 25 

- @ 24 

- @ 23 

- @ 22 

- @ 21 

- @ 20 



- (^ - 

- @ - 

- @ 15 

- @ 14 
'- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 
20 @ 80 



Steady. 



Firm. 



Steady 



Steady 



OTHER MABKBTS. 



@3>i 

(d4 51 
@4 31 
^ - 
(§4 34 



8s. 



3 d. 
9^d. 



@3>i 

@4 51 
@4 31 
^ - 
@4 31 



@ 



8s. 

66. 



3 d 

8>^d 



— @3t4 

— @4 51 

— @4 31 

— @ - 

— @4 37 



8s. 



— @4 31 

- @ - 

— @4 42 

- @ - 



8e. 

66. 



3 d. 

8?^d. 



@3^ 
@4>i 
(d5 24 
@5 04 
@ - 
@4 91 



- @ - 

- (§ - 



ll6. 9d. 
9s. 3d. 



Raw— Firm 
Refined— Fair demand 



Cane-Qaiet;lltUe do- 
ing. 

Beet— Steady at de- 
cline. 



NBW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Cut Loaf .., 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @4 95 

— @4 96 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 55 
@4 50 

@ - 



— @5 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 
-@ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— @4 55 

-@ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— (§4 55 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— @4 55 



@5 65 
;§5 65 
@5 40 
(&5 35 

<§ — 



Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Jan. 22. 

At four ports of Great Britain to Jan. 18 

At Hayana and Mantazas to Jan. 21 



.Tons 

CI 



116,207 

138,060 

76,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 



Jan. 31, 



ipoa. 
-Sugar- 



Hhds. Barrels. 

Reoeired 121 48,610 

Sold...- 121 47,832 



Molasses 

Barrels. 
5,293 
5,403 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to Jan. 31, 190a. 



Hhds. 

Receiyed 2158 

Sold 2158 

Receiyed same time last year 4389 



>Sugai^ 



Barrels. 
1,523,505 
1,455.445 
1,239,160 



Mplasset. 

Barrels. 
248,284 
248,081 
148,853 
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Jan. 31. 



WjgjflKLT MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

RouoH, perbbl... 
Clban, per lb..... 

Head 

Straights . . . . 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton.... 
PouBHy per ton... 



Jan. 26. 



2 25@4 00 
5 @5J^ 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50@28 00 



Jan. 27. 



2 25@4 00 
5 @h3i 

2yA(&sh 

17 50(318 00 
22 50(^23 00 



Jan. 28. 



2 25@4 00 

6 @63^ 
3M@43i 

1?^@1% 
17 5U(^18 00 
22 50^23 00 



Jan. 29. 



2 25@4 00 

5 @53i 
3>i@4% 
2H(^3h 

1\@1% 
17 {M)@18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Jan. ao. 



Receipto and tales at Naw Orleans for the week endf ok 
Jan. 31. 190a. 

Sacks Rouqh. Pcts. CuiANi 

Receiyed 39,4C6 10,831 

Sold < 10,965 18,020 



2 25@ 4 GO 

5*55^ 

2M(a33i 

1^@1% 

17 50(^18 00 

22 50Q23 00 



Jan. 31. 



2 00@ 4 10 

5 @b)i 

2^@33i 

13^@1% 

17 50(^18 00 

22 53@23 00 



SaneoayLast 
Year 



Z 00(^3 (S5 

Nominal 

Nominal 
13 10@ 14 00 
19 00@ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close ot Week 



RoQgh— Steady . 



aean— Steady. 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aoff. 1, 1901 to Jaa, 31. 190a. ^ 

compared with last year, same time. 

Sju;k8 Rough. Pcts. Clban 

This Year 1 923,876 186,954 

Last Year 762,246 95,878 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was firm at the end 
of the week with only moderate receipts and 
offerings were promptly taken up at the 
market price. 



Molasses. 

Molasses and syrups were steady at the 
end of the week with quotations as per our 
tabulated statement on the opposite page. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was steady at the 
end of the week with offerings on a moder- 
ate scale all of which were well taken up at 
full prices. Clean rice was steady with a 
light movement. 
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Preparation of Soil for Cultivation, Etc. 

(Continued from Page 77.) 
the tonnage varies from 33.41 to 39.61. No. 
5 leads, followed closely by No. 3; Nos. 4 
and 2 are cjioee together, while No. 1 is be- 
hind them all. 

The results of first year stubble, 1901, are 
as follows: 

Yield in 
tons per 
acre. Sucrose. Glucose. 
Experiment No. 1.. 26.61 
Experiment No. 2.. 32.48 
Experiment No. 3 . . 34.00 
Experiment No. 4. .32.80 
Experiment No. 5 .. 34.48 

Here there Is a fair uniformity in the su- 
gar content, but quite a variation in tonnage. 
No. 5 here leads, followed closely by No. 3. 
Again Nos. 2 and 4 are close together, while 
No. 1 is considerably behind. 

An examination will show that the plant 
cane. No. 5, gave 

6.20 tons over No. 1 
3.87 tons over No. 2 
3.41 tons over No. 4 
0.76 tons over No. 3 
In the stubble. No. 5 gave 

4.87 tons over No. 1 
2.00 tons over No. 2 
1.68 tons over No. 4 
0.48 tons over No. 3 
In plant cane, No. 3 gave 

5.44 tons over No. 1 
3.11 tons over No. 2. 
2.65 tons over No. 4 
In the stubble, No. 3 gave 

4.39 tons over No. 1 
1.52 tons over No. 2 
1.20 tons over No. 4 
As before remarked, the freeze of 1899 
destroyed the experiments of that year. 

If the results of the other four years, two 
in plant, and two in first year stubble, be 
aggregated, it will be found that No. 5 is in 



the lead, followed by No. 3. Nos. 2 and 4 
are very close together. 

The following table will give the yields 
for the four years: 

YIELD OF FOUB YEARS IN TONNAGE: 

No. 1, 125.00 tons. 

No. 4, 138.61 tons, gain of 12.71 tons over 
No. 1. 

No. 2, 138.81 tons, gain of 12.91 tons over 
No. 1. 

No. 3, 146.57 tons, gain of 20.67 tons over 
No. 1. 

No. 5, 148.64 tons, gain of 22.74 tons over 
No. 1. 

Figures speak more forcibly than words. 
The true principles of agriculture require a 
deep and thorough pulverization of the soil, 
proper fertilization and shallow but rapid 
cultivation, and sugar cane is no exception 
to this general rule. If the soil be thor- 
oughly broken in the fall and thrown into 
high ridges, the middles well opened and 
quarter drains cleaned out, spring will find 
it in excellent tilth. This tilth must be 
maintained, hence in off-barring cane or 
stubble, avoid throwing dirt flat, but always 
keep the middles well ridged up. When the 
latter are reversed it will be found that the 
tilth still remains, and subsequent cultiva- 
tion is but a maintenance of this tilth. With 
the disc cultivator much or little dirt can 
be thrown to the cane, while the middle 
cultivator can be regulated so as to run deep 
or shallow, and its shovels arranged so as 
to have much or little ridge. By the use of 
these implements a minimum amount of 
roots are cut, moisture is conserved and 
microblc action encouraged. All plant food 
is prepared by microscopic organisms, which 
teem in fertile soils of excellent tilth. The 
tankage, the cotton seed meal, the stable 
manure, and all other kinds of fertilizers, 
must be converted into soluble forms before 
they can become available by plants. All this 
Is accomplished through these organisms, 
and it should be the aim of every planter 
to encourage their multiplication as rapidly 
as possible during the growing season. It 
is known that fine pulverization of soil, 
aeration and moisture (not standing water) 
contribute to rapid multiplication. These 
microbes must have air, and hence abound 
chiefly in upper layers of the soil. When 
soils are deeply Inverted by the plow they 
are killed in large numbers. When soils 
are cloddy, their Increase is necessarily 
checked, since moisture cannot circulate 
freely through them. 

These are facts easily demonstrated, and 
In our experiments it was found that there 
were greater numbers of microbes in the 
finely pulverized soil of the cultivators than 
in the cloddy soils of the plow. 

Again, the roots were less severely pruned 
and moisture better conserved with the cul- 
tivators; Important factors during a pro- 



longed drought. The efficiency of the cul- 
tivators can hardly be questfonea. 

The economy may be shown by stating 
that in five-foot rows our two cultivators 
cultivate ten acres per day, with twelve 
acres in six-foot rows. With this experience 
I have no hesitancy in saying that in aver- 
age seasons two pairs of good mules will 
cultivate eighty acres of land. 

I further believe that if every planter 
should adopt this method of cultivation, to be 
used after a thorough preparation of his- 
soil, that the yield of cane in the state 
would be Increased from five to ten tons 
per acre. 



Personal. 



Mr. D. N. Plaisance, of Schriever, La., was 
an arrival at the Hotel Victoria during the 
early part of the week. 

Mr. Henry Munson, accompanied by Mrs. 
Munson and Miss L. Munson, was at the St. 
Charles hotel on Tuesday last. 

That well-known sugar planter, Dr. H. J. 
Sanders, a resident of Bayou Teche, was an 
arrival in the city during the past week 
from the sugar district. Dr. banders put up 
at his usual stopping place, the St. Charles 
hotel and spent some time attending to busi- 
ness and mingling with his city friends. 

Mr. Chas. A. Badeaux, and Mrs. Badeaux, 
of Lafourche parish, were at the Commercial 
hotel on Wednesday and remained in the 
city for a few days. 

Mr. J. B. Babington, a plantation manager 
of high reputation from the lower coast, 
was a Wednesday guest of the Hotel Grune- 
wald. Mr. Babington has had charge of 
sqme of the largest sugar plantations in 
the southern portion of the sugar district. 

Mr. Jos. T. ^adeaux, a prominent man 
from Lafourche parish, came up to the city 
on a visit a few days ago and stopped at one 
of our leading hotels. \ 

Mr. W. P. Flower, of Rapides parish,* who 
has for many years cultivated cane in that 
portion of the sugar belt, was a guest of the 
St. Charles hotel one day during the past 
week. Mr. Flower has many friends in New 
Orleans. 

Mr. Henry Delaune, of Napoleonville, was 
at the Cosmopolitan hotel on Thursday last. 
Mr. Delaune Is one of the most highly es- 
teemed citizens of Assumption parish. 

Mr. I. S. ijothrop, a prominent cane grow- 
er of the lower coast, was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago. He made his head- 
quarters at the Cosmopolitan hotel. 

Mr. E. J. Engman, a prominent sugar 
planter of Terrebonne parish, came up to 
New Orleans on Thursday last and regis- 
tered at one of our leading hotels. 

Mr. John D. Minor, son of the late H. C. 
Minor, of Terrebonne parish, was at the St. 
Charles hotel on Thursday. 
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WANTS, 



We will iMibllsh in thlA colnma, free of charge until 
further notice, the aiyplications of all managers, over- 
«eers, engineer* and lugar-makert, and others who 
may be seeking positions in the country, and also the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

W ANTE Deposition a^ superintendent, assistant or 
cbemlst, by ezperlenoed French engineer, graduate oC 
tbe highest tecnnloal school In Paris; was many years 
supermtendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced In manafacturlng sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C , care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 
> 

WANTED— A poung man, 2« yearS of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant boolc -keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or In country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 3607 Carondel&t 
street, New Orleans. 

WAMTED— Position as watchman on sugar planta- 
tion or in city, bp young man of 22. Best references 
furnished. Address Watchman, Landerdale, La. 

1-24-02 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
> Mexico by a competent and experienced "man. Address 
JOE Sarano, 019 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WAN FED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugar making plant. Twelve years' experience. Best 
of references given. Address General Manager, 
8% Wall Street, New York City. Room 28, care of C 
W. Town. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Win make all cart bodies If necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar ^ouse. Address J. 
A. L., Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
'>> superintend the canning of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business in all its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. . 1-13-02. 

WANTED— A oompetent and experienced young man 
would like a position as manager of rice plantation or 
as overseer on a sugar plantation. Address L. E. 8. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienced yOung man 26 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubrb, Lauderdale, La. 1-1-^-02 

WANTED— P04ltlon by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other oountrv. Address Sugar Maker, 2a00 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-13-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarlflcatlon, with flrst-class credentials , in 
Cuba or Mexico. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and chemist and familiar ^ith 
the workings of a factory. The other 1^ an exper- 
ienced suij^r house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop In con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. l-U-02. 

Wanted— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business In 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Refiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 314 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — A clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years* experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonaldsonviUe, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Oood references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
References : T. Beilisseln, ^Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Centerrille, La. 1-6-02 



WANTED— A position as Manager on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and have bad ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the nnest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement. Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanish. Address Mackay, care Luuis- 
lANA Planter. ^ 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as sugat boiler to go to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years' experience. Can 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoin. Laura, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as flrst-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Boudreaux, 
Lnfourche Crossing. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1902, pofeition by a single young man 
(2^) as book-keeper and general office man or manager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a flrst-class double entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed In all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prac- 
tical experience. GUt-edue references. Bond if re- 
quired. Address " Energy," Hahnville, La. 12-23-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grocery clerk 
(single) 24 years of age, educated in French and Eng- 
lish, good knowledge of book keening, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer; moderate 
salary. Address Competent No. 13. Ariel P. O., La. 

12-26-01 

WANTED— Immediately, flrst-class sugar boiler. 
Must be strictly sober and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 48766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-class man, strictly setter. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Weiss, 
123 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a flower and 
vegetable gardener. Flrst-class references furnished. 
Address, Joseph Dial, care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonviUe. 12-lJW)] 



W.ANTED-Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 aa 
water tender or pump man. Have had four years 
experience. Rererences furnished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles max- 
well, 0222 Laurel St., IJIew Orleans 12-12-01 



A Sugar Plantation com prising some 800 Acres, about 
450 Acres under cultivation, balance Woodland and Cy- 

Sress Swamp; A Kettle- Centrifugal house, Six roller 
[ill and all appurtenances; Draining Machine aod 
small Saw Mill on tbe place; 28 Mules. Wagons, carts 
and agricultural ImplemeLts All necessary Outhouses 
and Cabins^ A well stocked Store doing a good paying 
business. Will sell the whole or an undivided interest 
to party who will live on tne pla^e and manage same. 
Addrens Planter Box 466. 
New Orleans Postofflce. 



COLORADO. 

REACHEP VIA THE 

DENVER ROAD 

F. W. & D. C, and C & S. Rys. 

Operating the very latest Pullman Sleepers and^Cafe 
Cars, and Is positively the quickest route. For lit- 
erature and full Information call on or address 

J. p. DOUGLASS, Geni Agent, 

E. C RUNTE, T. F. & P. A 
708 Common St., New <><'iwas. L» 



SOUTHWESTERN OFFICE: 339 Carondelet St., New Orleans. A. M. LOCKBTT, M'gr. 



Heine Safety Boiler Co., 



421 Olive Street, 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Manufacturers of ^ v< v^ 

Safe, Economical, 
and Durable 
Water Tube 

^ ^ Boilers 

5hop5 at Phoenixville, Pa., St. Louis, Mo., Cliicago, III. 

E. D. IVY, rianager New Orleans Office, 608 Qodchaux Buildiog. 
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The Cane Fields. 

The news from the cane fields is gener- 
ally quite satisfactory. The winter sea- 
son has been so dry as to have been ex- 
ceptionally beneficial to the cane crop 
in all its phases, fall plant, seed cane in 
windrow and cane stubbles. The great 
freezes of 1895 and 1899 came a week 
later than the. date of this writing, but 
they were exceptional and not likely to 
be soon repeated. 

Anyway, thus far the conditions of the 
1902 crop are very satisfactory. The ex- 
ceptionally fine January weather was 
availed of by many planters to complete 
planting. While February is considered 
the month par-excellence for spring 
planting, this season January has had the 
call and what unpleasant, drizzly, foggy 
weather we have had has been in Febru- 
ary chiefly. 

Within ten weeks if no bad weather 
intervenes stubble shaving and machine 
digging will be in order, and let us hope 
that the intervening weather will permit 
the completion of spring planting. 

There is some reason to believe that 
sugar prices next season will be no lower 
than this season and, with the extremest 
economy consistent with good work, 
practiced in every direction, we believe 
the sugar planter of Louisiana and Tex- 
as can make the crop of 1902 quite a 
profitable one. The favorable winter 
weather, in its effect upon fall plant, seed 
cane and stubbles, gives already many 
points to the credit of the 1902 crop. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The February meeting of this Associa- 
tion will be held on the 13th instant at 8 
p. m., at the meeting room of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, corner of Union and 
Carondelet streets, New Orleans. The 
subject for discussion is "The Freeze and 
Its Lessons," and papers have been prom- 
ised by several practical planters. The 
topic is an interesting one, and will doubt- 
less draw a large attendance. 



The Situation in Washington. 

The fight still goes on in Washington 
between the advocates and opponents of 
the proposed Cuban reciprocity legisla- 
tion. A week ago it seemed that the 
American sugar producers were holding 
their own and, in fact, gaining ground 



against the insidious attacks of the enemy 
that was fighting behind the cover of 
"Poor Cuba" and asking reduced duties 
on Cuban sugars. 

As stated heretofore in these columns, 
Cuba has now all the advantages she has 
ever had and has even more. The United 
States has been the Cuban sugar market 
for forty years. During all this long 
period she has sent us nearly all of her 
sugars. We are making no effort to 
shut her out of the American market. 
Her sugars may come to us and welcome, 
but we don't want to invite our own de- 
struction. This would surely come to us 
if preferential sugar legislation be had 
in favor of Cuba. 

Cuba has immense natural advantages 
in her soil and climate and can produce 
sugar more cheaply than any other cane 
sugar producing country in the world* 
the island of Java perhaps excepted. The 
rapid rehabilitation of her sugar houses 
and cane fields during the last two years 
is something without precedent in the 
annals of the sugar industry. The Ciiban 
sugar crop was but 308,000 tons in the 
season 1899-1900, the year after the 
Spanish war. The crop reached 635,000 
^tons the following year, an increase of 
over 100 per cent, and for the next sea- 
son the crop of 1901-02, now coming off, 
the crop is estimated at 875,000 tons, 
nearly three times the crop of two years 
ago and 40 per cent increase over last 
year. Such a rapid increase in the de- 
velopment of the sugar industry as this 
is, is without precedent in the annals of 
the industry. 

The latest news from Washington in- 
dicates that the reasonableness of the ar- 
guments of our domestic sugar pro- 
ducers is having its effect and the energy 
and ardor of those who sought and ob- 
tained fame on Cuban battle fields is now 
misdirected if, in indeavoring to help 
Cuba, they destroy the great sugar in- 
dustry of their native land. 



The Rice Association of America. 

On January 17 the board of directors 
of the Rice Association of America, who 
were elected December 13, 1901, held 
their first meeting in Crowley, La. This 
meeting was attended by Messrs. Abbott, 
Farmer, Drew, Gueydan, Breaux, Mc- 
Ayeal and Allison, and was presided over 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 



THB LOUISIANA. PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. «. 



by Vice-President Abbott in the absence 
of President Knapp. 

In order to fill out the board Of direct- 
ors to the thirty members required by the 
charter, Messrs. John Green, A. Kaplan, 
J. B. Foley, of Crowley, La. ; F. N. Gray, 
of Houston, Tex.; B. L. Vineyard, of 
Eagle Lake, Tex. ; F. M. Hammond, Ned- 
erland, Tex. ; R. N. Sims, Jr., DonaJdson- 
ville. La.; Henry Kahn, New Orleans; 
John Screven, Jr., of Savannah, Ga. ; J. 
S. Sheppard, Charleston, S. C, and Isa- 
dore Marks, of Bay City, Tex., were 
unanimously elected. 

Among the motions presented and 
passed at this meeting was one appoint- 
ing S. Locke Breaux and Henry Kahn 
to examine into the practicability of es- 
tablishing a Rice Kitchen in New Or- 
leans during Mardi Gras. Another mo- 
tion adopted was that a special commit- 
tee, composed of five members and to 
consist of Messrs. Knapp, Kaplan, 
Green, Allison and Foley should be ap- 
pointed and empowered to transact all 
matters requiring imme<Sate attention 
and that could not be held over for action 
by the whole board. 

Mr. F. N. Gray, of Houston, offered a 
resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted, that a committee, composed of 
Messrs. S. F. B. Morse, M. Abfcott and 
H. C. Drew shoyld, within the ensuing 
three weeks, be sent to St. Louis in order 
to select a site for a Rice Kitchen to be 
established at the St Louis World's Fair 
of 1903. 

The third Friday of each month was 
adopted as the regular day of meeting 
for the board, and the secretary was in- 
structed to notify members five days in 
advance of each meeting. 



January Weather in New Orleans. 

The United States Weather Bureau 
has just issued its summary of the Janu- 
ary weather in New Orleans. The high- 
est temperature reached during the 
month was yy F. on the 29th, and the 
lowest 33 F. on the 13th. The mean tem- 
perature 53.4 F., and the average Janu- 
ary temperature during the past 28 years 
was 54 F. 

The average January rainfall during 
the past 32 years has been 4.58 inches, 
while January of this year was 97 inches. 
This makes it one of the driest 
January's on record, the only one drier 
being that of January, 1890, with 
the rainfall of only .66 inches. The great- 
est rainfall was that of 11. 15 inches in 
1881, at which time New Orleans was 
overflowed by the rain and back waters. 

The January just past may be consid- 



ered an extremely favorable one so far 
as Louisiana crops are concerned. 

January Weather in St. James 

Mr. E. Cherbonnier, our well-known 
correspondent, and the enterprising and 
energetic owner of Helvetia plantation, 
in St. James parish, has sent us his rec- 
ord of January weather, from which we 
gather some interesting data. 

The average maximum temperature for 
January was 58.4 F. and the average min- 
imum 38 F., which would indicate that 
so far as temperature was concerned, 
January, 1902, was about the normal. 
There was one day, the 26th, when the 
temperature reached 78 R, and another, 
the 29th, when it reached 76 F. Except- 
ing these two days, the maximum temper- 
ature was all below 70. The lowest tem- 
perature recorded was 26 F. on January 
I and 14th, with three days, viz : January 
8, 17 and 23, with a record of 28 F. 

The total January rainfall at Helvetia 
was 2 inches, making this the driest Jan- 
uary ever recorded by Mr. Cherbonnier 
at that place. Incidentally Mr. Cherbon- 
nier says that the months of October, No- 
vember and December, during which the 
arduous duties incident to the grinding 
season prevented his sending us weather 
reports, were ideal months. We may all 
say that, had not the dreadfully cold 
weather of Dec. 15 to 25 intervened, the 
grinding season of 1901 would have been 
one of the finest and most successful on 
record. 



Molasses as Stock Feed. 

The feeding of mule stock and other 
live stock in southern Louisiana is an 
especially difficult problem to solve eco- 
nomically this season, owing to the very 
high prices prevailing for com and oats. 
Nearly every sugar planter has an ample 
supply of hay of his own production, but 
unfortunately for us, the domestic com 
supply of the sugar parishes falls below 
the amount required to feed the live stock 
employed. 

As has been brought out so frequently 
in this journal, and so frequently also by 
discussion and the reading of papers be- 
fore the Louisiana Sugar Planters* Asso- 
ciation, our Louisiana cane molasses of 
even the lowest grades is an extremely 
valuable feed for stock. Those who have 
been feeding it extensively during recent 
years know that where mules are given 
free access to molasses, supplied with all 
they want, they will each consume from 
10 to 12 pound's per day. 

The effect of the molasses upon the 
mules is very satisfactory. It has been 
thought by some that it would have an 
injurious laxative effect upon them, but 
such is not the case, and any one who 
has not yet experimented in the feeding 
of molasses will be surprised to find how 



mudi the animals like this food and how, 
on returning from work, where a free 
supply is given to them, they will seek 
the molasses trough at times in prefer- 
ence to the water trough. 

Owing to the short supply of molasses 
for two or three years, prices have been 
somewhat higher than previously, but 
oats and corn are now so extremely high 
that we believe our sugar planters should 
turn their attention more than ever to 
molasses, and utilize it for feed as far as 
practicable, endeavoring thus to dimin- 
ish their outlays for westem corn and 
oats. 



Beet Syrup Manufacture. 

In a recent issue of that pioneer jour- 
nal of the American beet sugar industry, 
"The Sugar Beet/' reference is made 
to beet syrup manufacture. The Ameri- 
ican people, and in facJt we presume all 
peoples, are very fond of "long sweeten- 
ing," that is of good molasses and good 
syrups. Of course the taste for molasses 
and syrup grew up from the cane sugar 
industry and the maple sugar industry^ 
and until these wholesome articles be- 
came so much adulterated with glucose, 
manufadtured with com starch and sul- 
phuric acid, the demand for them 
throughout the whole United States was 
very great. Even now, the quantity of 
liquid sweets sold is probably greater 
than ever, but, unfortunately, a thousand 
tons of glucose per day enter into con- 
sumption, chiefly as liquid sweets, and 
under some simulated name which fails 
to indicate its origin. 

Our splendidly developing American 
beet sugar industry of course produces 
more or less of beet sugar molasses. In 
the sugar beet the natural glucose, which 
is the basis of molasses in the cane sugar 
industry, does not exist, or at least not 
to any extent. The liquid residual por- 
tion of beet sugar manufactured has 
never, however, been made palatable to 
the human taste. The molasses contains 
the salts of the soil on which the beets 
are raised, giving it a sharp flavor. No 
successful method has ever yet been de- 
vised for the removal of these sharp fla- 
vors, and hence thus far beet molasses 
has had no outlet, excepting for distilla- 
tion. In France and Germany a consid- 
erable quantity of beet molasses is sold 
to molasses sugar houses, who attempt 
by various chemical processes to secure 
from it an additional portion of sugar, 
so small, however, that the original fac- 
tories make no attempt in that direction. 
The Sugar Beet believes that the man- 
ufacture of beet syrup for domestic use 
in the United States is not likely to prove 
a judicious enterprise. In Europe beet 
sugar or molasses has been used as stock 
feed to a considerable extent by combin- 
ing it with various other food articles. 
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A West Indian Central Factory. 

In an issue of the Barbados Agricul- 
tural Reporter we note the advertisement 
of the tJsine Ste Marie, a central sugar 
factory located in the island of Tobago. 
The description is somewhat interesting 
to us in Louisiana, owing to the very 
different way in which the sugar busi- 
ness seeAis to be conducted there, as com- 
pared with our methods. There is con- 
nected with the factory 400 acres of land 
planted in canes and cocoanuts. The 
sugar works are built of stone and have 
lately undergone extensive repairs with 
new additions, and are covered with tiles 
and galvanized iron. There is a bagasse 
or fuel house on stone pillars, (Covered 
with iron, and a barracks that can house 
eight families. The pens for live stock 
have stone bottoms and have room to 
accumulate three feet of manure in depth, 
they are enclosed with iron rails, let in 
to stone pillars, over which is built a 
shed, covered with galvanized iron. 
..The steam engine is not described, but 
is said to be in good condition. There 
is a multi-tubular boiler, 14 by 17 feet, 
with the latest improved furnaces for 
burning bagasses. It has a 3-ton vacuum 
pan, Weston centrifugals, clarifiers, juice 
heaters, sugar boxes, all said to be in good.' 
order. 

A never failing supply of water comes 
from the ravines and springs on the es- 
tate, and there is a large pond and stone 
cisterns that will hold 20 to 30,000 gal- 
lons of water. There is three-quarters 
of a mile of railway from the cane fields 
to the factory, with another 1,500 feet 
long to the point of shipment. There are 
8 carts and 9 cane cars, one mule, 12 
oxen, 19 steers, 4 bulls, 17 cows, 36 
sheep and two horses. Including the es- 
tates cultivation and fields cultivated 
by farmers, there are about 120 acres 
of land under cane cultivation. 

The dwelling is large and commodi- 
ous, built on an elevation overlooking 
the beautiful surrounding scenery and 
the sea; has excellent sea bathing and 
the estate is only 40 minutes* drive from 
the capital over good roads. 

If any of our Louisiana planters, who 
are now so considerably diiscouraged by 
the adverse results of the last season be- 
come tired of Louisiana, here is a central 
factory right in the tropics that they can 
'buy by addressing Mr. J. G. Boyack, 
Usine Ste. Marie, Tobago. 



Trade Notes. 

Rugan d Cromwell — This well-known en- 
gineering firm whose advertisement appears 
elsewhere in the Planter, is one of the most 
successful In this vicinity and they have 
made a specialty of sugar-house engineering. 
The senior member of the firm, Mr. Rugan, 
has been connected with some of the largest 
engineering and machinery firms in the 
South, and is a thoroughly well posted man 



in everything that pertains to his chosen 
profession. His experience extends not only 
throughout this state, but also over a large 
portion of the United States. Mr. Crom- 
well is, while considerable younger than his 
able partner, a thoroughly well versed en- 
gineer, and he is particularly proficient in 
sugar-house construction and operation and 
is a graduate of the engineering course at 
the Tulane University. They are prepared 
to 
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The deal consists of rails, weighing 40 lbs. 
per yard and 56 lbs. per yard, with splices 
and bolts complete, also eight miscellaneous 
cars in good condition. The rails will be 
taken up and sold as they are good relaying 
rails. The cars will also be sold. 

This Is a very enterprising firm and one 
of the fastest growing railway, mill and fac- 
tory supply houses in the West. They are 
always ready for business and hunting cus- 
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Ascension. 

(SPECIAJ^ COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week's weather has been of a 
character concerning which the least said 
the better— in fact, it has scarcely been de- 
cent enough for discussion in polite so- 
ciety. Dreary, cold and damp are the terms 
applicable to the conditions that have pre- 
vailed most of the time, and unless there is 
a speedy reformation and a big lot of sun- 
shine vouchsafed us between now and next 
Monday, Donaldsonville's carnival monarch, 
"Roi, King of Rice and Heir Presumptive 
to the Throne of Caneland," and his royal 
retinue will not have the most pleasant time 
in the world plodding through the streets 
of the capital city for the edification of the 
many thousands of subjects who are expected 
to assemble to witness the arrival of the 
king and the brilliant Mardi Gras pageant 
being prepared under the auspices of the 
Donaldsonville Carnival Club. It is expect- 
ed the display will eclipse any yet seen in 
Louisiana outside of New Orleans. 

The Ascension Club had a quorum and 
held a monthly meeting Wednesday, not- 
withstanding the very unfavorable weather 
and the muddy state of the public roads. 
President Henry McCall was not present, 
hence the first vice-president. Dr. W. M. 
McGalliard, occupied the chair. The other 
members in attendance included J. Leber- 
muth, W. I. Barton, Myer Lemann, Treasur- 
er F. B. Lemann and Secretary L. B. Bent- 
ley. C. Kline and Dr. J. D. Hanson came 
in a few minutes after adjournment. The 
minutes of the January meeting and a sat- 
isfactory report from the treasurer were 
read and adopted. 

A desultory discussion of the club's af- 
fairs and the condition of seed and stubble 
cane took place, developing nothing of spe- 
cial Interest The planters present agreed 
that the cane and soil were In prime condi- 
tion when the prevalent wet spell set in, 
and that there has been no damage done as 
yet by temperature or moisture. It Is, of 
course, too early to prognosticate, but there 
is every reason to hope and believe that the 
crop of 1902 will be started under favorable 
auspices from an agricultural point of view. 
What its political environments and pros- 
pects will be, Jehovah and the American 
Congress must determine. 

Local Observer W. D. Park's meteorologi- 
cal record for January shows that the maxi- 
mum temperature was 91 degrees above zero, 
registered on the 25th day of the month, 
and tho minimum, 28 degrees, noted on the 
17th. There were four rainy days, the 26th, 
27th, 30th and Slst, with a total precipita- 
tion of 3.27 inches, the greatest in twenty- 
four hours having been 1.82 inches on the 
27th. Thin ice was visible on the 13th: light 
frosts on the 1st, 6th, 7th, 8th, 12th, 14th 
and 17th; killing frosts on the 22nd and 



23rd, and fogs on the 27th, 28th, 30th and 
Slst. 

Sugar making has at last been brought 
to a close at Sugarland and Sartartla, Tex., 
the big places of the Cunningham and Ellis 
companies, and the Ascension contingent 
of sugar boilers and other skilled factory 
hands have nearly all returned home. Near- 
ly a thousand acres of cane was left in the 
field at Sartartia, where only 4,000,000 lbs. 
of sugar was granulated Instead of the 7,000,- 
000 lbs. or more that should have been ob- 
tained from the crop under lavorable con- 
ditions. Large areas of cane were lost in 
the Eagle Lake section of the Texas, sugar 
district, but work on the new crop will be 
prosecuted as vigorously as if the season just 
closed had been profitable instead of disas- 
trous. All the cane intended for the mill 
was ground at Sugarland, but a good deal 
of It was poor stuff and made but small 
quantities of indifferent sugars. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been anything but pro- 
pitious since last report, and owing to the 
rain and cold it has been Impossible to do 
any field work with the exception of break- 
ing up rice land, and perhaps some ditching 
and repairing of fences. 

It is a poOr rule that does not work both 
ways, and sugar buyers wno pride them- 
selves on sticking up to their agreements 
when they can make rich speculations on 
the planter's wares, but who, when the boot 
is on the other foot, are more than anxious 
to have the planter let them out, will find 
that they will have to come up, or It will 
not be profitable for them to undertake to 
do business in this locality again. If sugar 
and molasses had gone up they would not 
have shared the extra profits with the plant- 
er, and they should be made to pay for what 
they bought even if it Is not a paying Invest- 
ment. 

The J. Supple's Sons Planting Company, 
Limited, Is figuring on making some Im- 
provements should the outlook later on jus- 
tify them. A crusher and cane feeder per- 
haps will be added to their Catherine plant 
and their tramway extended. The whole of 
their Richland plantation has been given 
out to tenants this year, leaving Kinsale and 
Catherine for the regular plantation forces 
to handle. 

Small farms are constantly in demand, 
and the White Castle Lumber & Shingle Co., 
Limited, to whom great credit Is due for the 
Inauguration of the movement making it 
possible for people of moderate means to 
secure and pay for small farms, have recent- 
ly sold five more, as follows: Joseph Mire, 
48 acres; Anthony Morales, 20 acres; Wil- 
liam J. Gahan, 30 acres; Edward Babin, 80 
acres, and Paul Olano 50 acres, back of White 
Castle. This neighborhood is rapidly de- 
veloping into one of the most beautiful and 



prosperous sections of the state and the land 
is worth as much per acre there as in any 
other part of the parish. 

Mr. Mark L. Hoffman of Plaquemine pat 
about eight acres of his farm on Bayou 
Jacob in alfalfa last year, and besides using 
some of the hay for feed, sold a sufilcient 
amount to realize $42 per acre. Several 
showers followed by hot sun seemed to scald 
a part of it last summer, causing it to die 
out in spots, and Mr. Hoffman has replanted 
with fresh seed, claiming that the longer 
the land is kept in this plant the stronger 
becomes the roots and the less liable to be 
killed. 

Messrs. Wallace E. and Alfred L. Haase of 
St. Gabriel will again plant rice on the Loret 
place leased by them from Mrs. C. A. Thiry. 
They are steady and energetic young men 
and will no doubt succeed. 

Hon. Victor M. Lefebvre has donated a lot 
on his Australia plantation to the school 
board of Iberville parish. 

Mr. Henry Allen Pope, of the sixth ward, 
has been appointed a member of the Jary 
Commission by Judge Edward B. Talbot 
District Court is now In session and the 
judge has promised decisions this week in 
several interesting cases heretofore taken 
under advisement. Ibebvuxe. 



West Baton Rouge. 

■ (SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Rain has been falling almost continuous- 
ly since Jan. 26, and at this writing (Thurs- 
day morning) the weather shows no signs 
of clearing up. This bad spell set in Sun- 
day night, a week ago, and put a stop to all 
field work during the past week. Last Sun- 
day dawned beautifully bright and clear, 
and the hope was general that a change for 
the better had set in which would permit the 
planters to push the work of spring plant- 
ing, but Monday the weather clouded up 
again, and by Tuesday night tne rain set 
In as though there had been no intermis- 
sion. 

The planters succeeded in working Mon- 
day and Tuesday, but operations were te^ 
mlnated by Wednesday's rain. 

It goes without saying that the weather 
we are having just now is not calculated 
to improve the condition of stubble or plant 
cane. As a rule, planters fear the effect of 
a protracted wet spell more than a cold 
snap, provided the temperature does not 
fall below 16 degrees above zero. While 
no complaints have yet been heard as to 
stubble or plant, there will be if the weather 
does not change for the better in the near 
future. 

Mr. O. M. Mary, proprietor of Beaulieu 
rice and stock farm, has purchased of 
Charles A. Brush the Choctaw plantation, 
situated in the lower portion of this par- 
ish. Price, 116,750 cash. Mr. Brush pur- 
chased this property some years ago for |3,- 
000. This deal Illustrates, better than any- 
thing else could, the remarkable enhance- 
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ment in the value of lands during the past 
few years In 

West Baton Rouge. 



St. Mary. 

The very unexpected information reached 
here this week, to the effect that a receiver 
had been appointed and placed in posses- 
sion of the property belonging to the Caffrey 
central refinery and the Franklin and Ab- 
beville Railroad Company. 

The appointment of a receiver would nat- 
urally impress one unacquainted with the 
affairs, with the belief that the concern was 
in a bad condition, but such is not a fact. 
We are told that the bond-holders of the 
corporation became panic stricken over the 
small adversities of the present year, taken 
in connection with the fear that the recip- 
rocity treaty would let in Cuban sugar free 
of duty and thus endanger the security of 
the bonds by depreciating the value of sugar 
properties in Louisiana generally. 

The corporation owns a great deal of 
property in St. Mary, Vermilion, Iberia, and 
Orleans parishes — the major portion of 
which is situated here in St. Mary, where 
the mills themselves, the railroad property, 
and a large portion of the plantation prop- 
erty are situated, which are worth, in round 
figures, half a million dollars. 

We are told that no material change will 
be made in ^the affairs of the corporation 
for some time yet, as an effort will be made 
to carry on the business, under the direc- 
tion and management of the receiver, who 
will endeavor to pay out the indebtedness. 

Mr. Burguieres will plow up and lay off a 
large acreage of marsh in the rear of the 
Vacherie plantation this season and plant it 
down in rice. This kind of land is even bet- 
ter, we believe for the cultivation of rice 
than the high, unlevel land of this parish, 
owing to the uniformity of its surface, and 
being immediately next to high land, it is 
very firm. — Vindicator News. 



Vermilion. 

(special corbespondence.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the past week has been 
very disagreeable, it has been cold and wet 
throughout the week, which rendered all out- 
door work practically impossible. It still 
remains wet and cold and promises at pres- 
ent to be much colder than heretofore. Rice 
farmers are making the best, of the situa- 
tion and putting in every day that they can 
get out to work. There is still a cry for 
rice lands but about all that is subject to ir- 
rigation at present is taken up. There has 
been several thousand acres decided on for 
the past two weeks out of range of canals 
and deep wells will be put down to furnish 
the water. There is quite a move in rice 
circles just now and this cereal will doubt- 
less take the lead this year in the agricul- 
tural products in Vermilion parish. Rice 
lands are commanding a much better price 
here just now than either cane or corn lands 
and the tendency is upward. 



The largest land deal that has been con- 
summated in this section of the country 
for years was closed here a few days ago 
when the firm of Simms & Wathen of Ken- 
tucky sold their Rush Mere plantation in 
this parish to Messrs. Ouerard & Hassinger 
of New Orleans. The exact price paid is 
not positively known, but it is reported to 
be $75,000. This place contains about 4,000 
acres of land, one-thjrd of which is very low. 
The transfer is reported to carry with it all 
the stock and improvements. Messrs. Simms 
& Wathen grew 10,000 barrels of rice on this 
•place last year on 400 acres of land, this 
land they watered from a battery of four 
wells which did net only furnish sufficient 
water for their individual crop but watered 
250 acres for tenants and neighbors. The 
original purchase of this plantation carried 
with it 3,000 acres of land and the price paid 
by Messrs. Simms & Wathen was $6,000. 

This was three years ago, and since that 
time there has been about 1,000 acres added 
to the place, and it sold this week for the 
price above named. The puchasers will take 
possession of the place at once and will put 
in a rice crop this year. They propose to 
make considerable improvements, by putting 
down wells, digging drainage canals and 
ultimately erecting rice mills and other 
needed improvements. It is reported that 
they will spend about $60,000 on improve- 
ments. 

The cane planters are at a stand still just 
now; they do not know whether to go ahead 
or turn backwards. All that can use their 
lands for rice are giving up cane altogether. 
There is no preparation being made for a 
cane crop. Cotton and corn lands are being 
put in readiness for receiving the seed and 
the acreage promises to be much larger than 
last year. 

Vermilion parish is in a whirl of improve- 
ment and the Town of Abbeville is bringing 
up a good second. P. C. M. 

Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The wintry spell of weather prevailing 
over this section of the country since the 
28th of January has delayed very much all 
farm and field work. The ground is now so 
thoroughly soaked with water that it will 
require a number of fair days to put it in 
such condition that it can be properly 
plowed. 

The first day of February the weather was 
wet and stormy from beginning to end. The 
temperature at six o'clock was 44 degrees 
and it was raining hard. The morning of the 
2nd was cloudy with the temperature at 34 
degrees. The third came in cold and icy, 
with the temperature at 30 degrees, which 
is as low as it has been at any time during 
the past thirty days. The morning of the 
4th was cool and cloudy, with the tempera- 
ture at 6 o'clock at 33 degrees, and it was 
but little warmer after sunrise. Pair weath- 
er is now very much needed. A number of 



the farmers in this part of the country have 
expressed the opinion that, in all probability, 
February will be a hard month from first to 
last, and if this should happen to be so it 
will delay planting until late in the spring. 
From all accounts it now seems that plant 
cane is now in fine condition for planting 
and should the weather turn off good during 
the next week or so a number of our plant- 
ers will engage in the work of planting oane. 
There is no idea at present how much acre- 
age will be put into cane in this parish this 
year. While some of the planters will prob- 
ably reduce their acreage, a great number 
of small farmers who are now growing cane 
and a number of others who have not so far 
engaged in cane raising will this year plant 
from one to five acres expressly for the pur- 
pose of making syrup. The lands on Red 
River in this and Rapides parish are now 
being cleared and settled upon by a thrifty 
class of small farmers who are making 
homes for themselves and who know the 
value of farming. Along with other crops 
cane raising will be engaged in. There is 
no question as to the suitable nature of 
these Red River lands for cane, com and 
cotton growing. Cane grows on these new 
and fertile lands to perfection. The yield 
per acre is immense as is well known and 
attested by those engaged In the business. 
While I am not positive, I am of the opinion 
that these Red River lands when well 
drained will produce cane at less cost per 
acre than any other lands in the state. An- 
other progressive locality in this parish 
where the small farmer owns land controls 
a number of rich acres is what is known as 
the Choupique Settlement. I|a this district 
the farmers produce heavy yields of corn, 
cane, cotton, fruit and vegetables. The cane/ 
which is grown on these lands is manufac- 
tured into syrups for home use as well as 
for the market. Near by this locality is the 
progressive town of Cottonport on the line 
of the Avoyelles railroad. Both town and 
country are growing in wealth and prosper- 
ity, as they are situated in a body of fine al- 
luvial land which responds readily to the 
cultivation of such crops as above mentioned 
and particularly cane. It is said that the 
monied men of Cottonport will shortly or- 
ganize a bank to supply the increasing need 
for such an institution. As I close this let- 
ter the indications point to rain during the 
next twenty-four hours. Later — a heavy 
sleet and rain has set in and continues this 
morning, the 5th inst., with the temperature 
now at the freezing point. This is by all 
odds the worst weather we have so far ex- 
perienced this year. Stock is bound to suf- 
fer for want of food and all farm animals 
will feel the scarcity of corn and hay. 

Erin. 



5t. James — Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It is growing positively monotonous to 
read rural news now, for since last report it 
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has been the same story every day — that is, 
rainy foggy weather, throwing everything 
into a state of inactivity. We have not had 
heavy rains, but up to last Sunday, they 
were daily and frequent, hence the mud and 
slush on highways and byways can be bet- 
te imagined than described. What need to 
describe? Who that has ventured through 
Louisiana mud, as the result of a whole 
week's rain needs any description? In the 
field no effective work has been accomplished 
and though we have been vouchsafed a lit- 
tle sunshine, this has failed to dry the soil 
«uflaciently to tackle any kind of cultivation. 
Already some planters were inclined to en- 
tertain fears, relative to seed cane, knowing 
that it can take to rotting very suddenly, and 
that it perishes very fast when in that con- 
•dltion. But fortunately there is nothing to 
fear so far, and if we are allowed a few 
weeks of dry weather, no doubt seed cane 
will be planted, as safe and sound as it was 
found over a week ago by all those who had 
started planting. There will be a rush of 
work, as sooa as the elements permit, for 
com planting is a question of importance 
Just now, and the success of the crop depends 
very much upon early planting, therefore 
All those who can will not delay preparing 
land for that process. According to state- 
ments made the acreage in com planting 
this year will exceed that of the last few 
years, as a result of steep prices paid for 
feed. Rice planters also will have to ex- 
-ert themselves, for there is an advantage 
likewise in planting that cereal early. The 
success of last year's crop has encouraged 
3. majority to keep on and many others to 
^ive it a trial. 

Mr. B. Pring, of the Oneida Planting Com- 
pany, pulled through his grinding struggles 
last Friday, after a long and tedious cam- 
paign fraught with lots of trouble. The 
principal cause of such a protracted grind- 
ing was a scarcity of labor. 

Pike's Peak, of Messrs. Gaskins and Rol- 
ling put up steam again last week to dry 
second sugars, which tumed out profitably. 
Owing to last week's rains their drainage 
machine had to be put in operation, but some 
difficulties had to be overcome before satis- 
factory work was accomplished. As usual 
at this season of the year, thai insidious dis- 
ease the "grippe," prevails, and has proven 
fatal in several cases. 

Miss E. Sobral, of Oak Alley plantation, 
attended the cotillion which took place in 
Donaldsonville this week. 

This, Wednesday, morning has opened 
with rain, accompanied by a mean wind, 
promising beastly weatlier for the whole 
-day, changing the plans of work in the field 
for another week. St. James. 



St. James— Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPOMDBUCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

For the past ten days we are having a 
«pell of wintry, rainy and cold weather in 
its worst form. January having been excep- 



tionally fine throughout, we had become 
spoiled, thus maklAg us feel the more the 
disagreeable effects of this dreary spell. The 
entire past week was one of fog, mist and 
rain, with only an occasional recess and only 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoon did the 
sun appear and this only for a short time. 
Saturday a change was wrought; late in 
the afternoon the wind shifted north, and 
Sunday we had the pleasure of enjoying fine 
sunshine, although the dampness was such 
as to hardly permit going out and since 
then, the weather has again become bad and 
to-day (Wednesday) we are having rain 
every few minutes and although it has grown 
much colder, the probabilites of a change 
for the better seem rather slight. The ma- 
jority of our planters having taken advant- 
age of the fair weather during January to 
start working the 1902 crop, had ample time 
to do a good deal of it and consequently 
some of them had almost terminated their 
planting when the bad weather started. 

Here, as elsewhere, the seed cane proves 
to be in a very good condition and no com- 
plaint is heard from this source. The stub- 
bles also show no mark of deterioration in 
consequence of the bad weather experienced 
last December. It now rests with the weath- 
er whether the spring plant will remain un- 
hurt or not, as it would prove very injurious 
should we get too much rain from now on 
for some time. 

The Oneida factory, which had been very 
tardy in grinding the crop of that place, has 
just closed last week. The results have not 
been made known, but I have heard from a' 
good source that they were making excellent 
sugar up to the close; a good many acres of 
standing cane proved a total loss. Mr. Rutis 
Morgan becomes manager of the Oneida plan- 
tation. Mr. Morgan is recognized as a first- 
class overseer, and was thus occupied until 
a few years ago, when he embarked in the 
grocery business. 

Mr. Alfred Plaisance has sold the back 
lands of the Model Farm plantation to Mr. 
Dumez of New Orleans, for the neat sum of 
|2,000. When Mr. Plaisance bought this 
place a few years ago, it comprised the lot 
now owned by Sheriff LeBourgeois, also the 
one ocupied by Convent P. O., and owned by 
Mr. Como; Mr. Plaisance still owns the front 
residence and Levee Board ofllce. He has 
also lately sold his place in Iberville parish, 
known as Palo Alto plantation 

An event of much interest to the social 
circles of Convent and vicinity will be the 
marriage of Miss Corinne Damare to Mr. 
Louis Generes of New Orleans, which will 
be solenmized at high noon Saturday. 

The death of Miss Alice Colomb, which oc- 
curred last week, though not unexpected, 
has caused much regret and sorrow to her 

family and large circle of friends. 

Convent. 



in this journal, is in a position to supply 
cane cars, hoists, hoisting drums, sheaves, 
cane transfers, etc., at low prices and his 
advertisement is an attractive one at this 
time, when all of our planters are econo- 
mizing as much as possible. Mr. Wiley pos- 
sesses the best facilities for turning out 
work of high grade at a minimum cost and 
those interested should open up correspond- 
ence with him at his address, Lecompte, La. 



Lagonda Mfg. Co. — This well-known con- 
cern sends us the following letter, which ex- 
plains itself: 

Columbus, O., Feb. 3, 1902. 
The Lagonda Mfg. Co., 

Springfield, O., 

Gentlemen — I have given the cleaner a 
trial which you sent us, and find it very sat- 
isfactory. I have used 160 pounds water 
pressure in operating it and have averaged 
about ten tubes per hour. It is very econo- 
mical in water consumption and I adi en- 
tirely satisfied with it. 

You will receive voucher for pay in about 
20 days. Yours very truly, 

J. B. Abmack, C. Eng., 
Union Depot Co. 



Dixon's Graphite — The following letter 
has been received by the Jos. Dixon Crucible 
Co., of Jersey City, and it is interesting and 
instructive. 

Oneida Plantation and Mfg. Co., 
January 31, 1902. 

I am a great believer in graphite and use 
Dixon's Flake Graphite on everything in 
the house. I never put a joint in anywhere 
without graphite. It preserves them and en- 
ables one to break a connection without in- 
juring gaskets. I have fitted up a large 
amount of 8-inch and 10-inch pipe in the 
sugar house this season and used nothing 
but oil and graphite and did not have a leak. 
Graphite is the best lubricant for screwing 
up pipe that I ever saw; I am never without 
it. 

I write this as I want to be listed with the 
users of graphite, as I think all up-to-date en- 
gineers are. Fred A. Scheffer, 

Chief Engineer, 623 Fern St., N. O., La. 



Trade Notes. 

E. TV. WileVt Jr. — This well-known gentle- 
man, whose advertisement appears elsewhere 



The Century Sus:«r Apparatus. 

We are advised that the test of the Cen- 
tury Sugar Apparatus which will take place 
on the 12th inst in this city is attracting 
wide-spread attention. The following named 
gentlemen have signified their intention to 
be present at this test: 

Mr. J. W. Tillinghast, manager Western 
Union Telegraph Company, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
Mr. F. C. Schoemaker, of Muscatine, la.; W. 
C. Doak, Terre Haute, Ind.; Edw. A. Frank, 
representing the Mexican Plantation Com- 
pany, of Wisconsin; Messrs. Henry B. Ma- 
son and R. P. Probasco, representing the 
Commonwealth Mexican Plantation Associa- 
tion of Chicago; D. G. Purse, president Board 
of Trade, Savannah, Ga.; Oscar Meyer, rep- 
resenting the Aztec Plantation Company, of 
Chicago; W. T. Bldridge, of Eagle Lake; 
Tex.; Capt. M. N. Wood, of Shreveport, and 
a number of others. 

The test will take place on Feb. 12, at Kel- 
ly's Boiler Works, No. 1145 S. Front street, 
New Orleans. 
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Berlin. 

(special c0beb8p0ndbncb.) 

Beblin, Jan. 18, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Last week we had a slight semblance of 
winter, two days being tolerably cold; this 
was in the midst of the period under review, 
but the beginning and the end of it have 
been as sluggish as ever. It is strange 
•enough that you, in a nearly tropical climate, 
report frosts of damaging character, whilst 
we, living in a more northern and generally 
<:old belt, are complaining of too warm 
weather, combined with precipitations in the 
form of downpouring rains, whilst snow is 
necessary and desired. I have often pointed 
out the disadvantage of this kind of winter 
weather to the agricultural interests in gen- 
eral and for beet growers in particular, so 
that I do not need to enlarge further on the 
subject. There are, however, apprehensions 
that the cold may set in later on and that 
the spring will be cold and inclementi thus 
•doing harm to the cereal crops and delaying 
fieldwork to the great discomfiture of the 
farmer. Anyhow the latter is anything but 
satisfied with the meteorological circum- 
-stances now prevailing in this country and 
abroad. In Russia, however, they rejoice at 
the advantage of having dry weather which 
permits field work to be continued, a very 
rare occurrence at this time and in that 
<!ountry. , 

The bounty conference will meet day after 
to-morrow again and although nobody be- 
lieves in a palpable result of the same the 
bounty question has resumed in the in- 
terim a more serious aspect. A paragraph 
occurred in King Edward's speech of the 
throne, delivered at the opening of the Eng- 
lish parliament, referring to the bounty ques- 
tion and accentuating the necessity that 
something should be done for the benefit of 
the British colonies whose principal crop is 
sugar and who are represented as suffering 
through tne bounty system, and for the Brit- 
ish refiners who are said to be unable to 
stand the competition of their continental 
colleagues. Besides there are rumors that, 
in a cabinet council, it has been proposed 
and decided upon that in case the bounty 
conference should end without any st6p be- 
ing taken towards the abolition of the boun- 
ties, . England would levy countervailing 
duties on all bounty paid foreign sugars. 
This would mean a radical change of the 
English commercial policy and, therefore, 
much doubt is entertained with regard to 
the accuracy of such news, and if the Eng- 
lish trade and the free-traders of the parlia- 
ment awake to the fact that the consumer 
will pay the countervailing duty and that 
the latter will be pocketed, to a large part, 
hy the refiners, as is the case with the trust 
at present in America, people will be certain- 
ly less eager in demanding countervailing 
duties. However, this much seems to be 



certain, that the bounty question has now 
entered on a critical stage and interesting 
developments are, no doubt, close at hand. 

The next subject of importance now on 
the order of the day in sugar, industrial and 
commercial circles, is the question as to how 
to do away with overproduction. Very low 
prices for the beets are spoken of, but it is 
not unlikely that a great many farmers, in 
the opinion that better times will come, are 
ready to submit to the lower bids, so much 
the more so, as beet culture offers certain 
advantages not to be figured out, but which 
are nevertheless of great importance to the 
agriculturist, such as the addition of fodder 
he receives in the cuttings, and the more 
thorough cultivation of the ground, owing to 
which the other crops are much more abund- 
ant than without beet culture. Nay, it is 
even in many cases difficult to give up beet 
culture, because the plan of rotation would 
be seriously disturbed by any change in this 
respect. But, in spite of all these obstacles, 
the sugar manufacturers must not flinch, 
but must insist on a notable restriction of 
beet sowings and so the situation is appar- 
ently understood to be by the Austrians who, 
in a recent meeting of a branch society of 
sugar manuiacturers, took the resolution to 
make efforts to reduce beet sowings for next 
campaign to the Extent of 25 per cent, an 
example which should be followed by all su- 
gar growers in every part of the world. 
Combined with this question of reduction, 
propositions are made and discussed as to 
how to dispose of the surplus sugar now 
existing. In this respect it can be reportea 
that certain factories have begun by de- 
naturalizing their lower runnings and sell- 
ing them as fodder, which In money value 
comes very near to that of sugar when sold 
now in the open market. The sugar thus 
employed is free of taxes in Germany and 
other facilities for using sugar that way are 
demanded by the special press. Certain fac- 
tories have begun feeding the unexhausted 
cuttings to the cattle instead of using them 
for the manufacture of sugar. 

The French minister of finance remarked 
the other day that, in order to have the re- 
ceipts from sugar duties insured, the cham- 
ber might insert into the finance bill a 
provision forbidding the sale of artificial 
sweets. 

The markets have this week a much live- 
lier aspect than for many weeks past. On 
account of the English trade being anxious 
to acquire large stocks before the duty on 
sugar is raised or a countervailing duty is 
introduced, they bought, on a large scale, 
both raw sugar and refined, and paid also a 
little higher prices. Otherwise the situation 
is unchanged and if, at present, much sugar 
is going to England It must be expected that 
later on business with that country will be 
the more limited. Prices are at Magdeburg 
for actual 88 per cent sugars, M. 7.35 — 7.65 
and M. 6.75 for delivery January f. o. b. 
Hamburg. Refined are unchanged. 

ROBEBT HeNNIG. 



Demerara. 

Weather continued favorable up to Christ- 
mas, but since then rains have been much ' 
too heavy. On the 29th inst. five inches of 
rain fell in some districts in 24 hours, and 
for 7 days ended 29th inst. a fall of 12 inches 
was recorded on certain estates. The 
weather during the past few days has. been 
bleak, with occasional high winds and tem- 
perature has been abnormally low. The 
young cultivation has suffered considerable 
damage from the weather recently experi- 
enced, and much of the spring in fields re- 
cently reaped has been destroyed. Tillage 
operations have been interfered with, with 
the exception of replanting and supplying. 
If weather clears up soon, the more advanced 
canes are not likely to have growth much 
retarded, by the heavy rains and cold 
weather. 

The heavy rains and scarcity of labor have 
kept back reaping operations, and a large 
number of estates have not yet finished crop. 
Quality of cane Juice has fallen oft on most 
estates where sugar making continues. The 
indicated cane sugar ranges from 1.10 to 1.20 
lbs. per gallon. 

The 1901 crop of sugar was larger than 
that of 1900, but exports were probably less, 
as about 25,000 tons of sugar were stored 
awaiting shipment, at the close of the year. 
— Argosy, Jan, 1. , 

Trinidad. 

Not for some years past has such thorough- 
ly unfavorable weather marked the opening 
of the new year as the past fortnight has 
brought us; and it is most fervently hoped 
by both sugar and cocoa planters that the 
fair weather which has during the past feW 
days seemed to be setting in may continue. 
The wet Christmas season was productive 
of an alarming number of reports of black- 
ened cocoa; in many cases, it is true, caused 
by inefficient means of drying the beans on 
the estates of small proprietors; but in not 
a few instances, the pods blackening and 
rotting wholesale on the trees before attain- 
ing to a sufflcienr maturity. On the sugar 
estates also considerable anxiety has been 
felt as to when the weather would permit of 
the commencement of the sugar campaign; 
especially so by the cane farmers who, of 
course, are not in exactly the most favored 
position as to priority of right to grind their 
canes. Most of the estates, however, expect 
to commence next month. — Port of Bpain Ga- 
zette, Jan. 16. 

Barbados. 

The genial weather of December has en- 
abled us to enter upon the New Year with a 
well-established young crop, and an old crop 
substantially benefited in its last and ripen- 
ing stage. January, with its light showers 
totalling for the fortnight about 70 parts 
in our district, has left the young plants 
green and bright and favored rooting. The 
almost continuous showers have made a very 
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favorable impre83ion indeed even upon the 
most disappointing fields of ratoons, from 
wliich in non-ratooning parishes like St. 
Philip much could not be expected after such 
a season of drought followed on by sousing 
downpours of 5 inches or more, repeated at 
short intervals. But in the northern and 
midland parishes there has been marked im- 
provement even in the most backward ra- 
toons, and — in this new year of doubt, un- 
certainty and financial perplexity — our best 
thanks are due to our indefatigable planters, 
the caretakers of our industry, who have, 
notwithstanding manifold drawbacks, suc- 
cessfully clothed the land with a fast ripen- 
ing crop much above the average — with a 
juice rendered purer and sweeter by the re- 
cent rainfl, and therefore all the more fit 
for turning out good muscovado sugar, and 
its most valuable by-product, muscovado mo- 
lasses. Every care should be taken to im- 
prove these unique products, by better pro- 
cesses of manufacture, so as to enhance their 
food value which only requires to be known 
to be appreciated. Indeed we cannot but be- 
lieve that the future prosperity of this island 
will be furthered rather by specializing and 
improving our muscovado products than in 
entering into competition with the refined 
grades of doubtful food value with which 
the sugar craze threatens to deluge the 
world. It is a matter of regret that the 
efforts which have been made in this direc- 
tion by far-seeing planters have not been 
seconded as they ought to be; and we must 
confess to somewhat of disappointment that 
at the recent conference no reference what- 
ever was made to the undoubted food value 
of our special muscovado products. As York 
suggests ham and Cheshire cheese, so does 
Barbados muscovado, which, as it requires 
the purest juice for its manufacture, in 
which no poisonous chemicals are used — only 
fresh burnt lime — must be the purest and 
most wholesome form of one of the world's 
most wholesome and energizing foods. The 
specializing of muscovado is important to 
this island with its restricted agriculture, 
and the Imperial Department of Agriculture 
might well take the work in hand, and vary 
its five year search after the best seedling 
by comparative experiments on the food val- 
ue of sugars. Facts elicited by such experi- 
ments could not fail to bring our muscovado 
to the front, and to popularize its use in Eng- 
lish families. — Agricultural Reporter, Jan. 
18. 



Australia. 

Mackay, Queensland, Dec. 15, 1901. 
During the past four weeks the weather 
throughout the sugar districts has been un- 
usually cool for this time of the year, but 
on the other hand, there have been frequent 
showers. The result has been that from one 
end of the state to the other there is promise 
of a splendid crop next year. There is am- 
ple time and opportunity for this outlook to- 
be modified, but appearances at present are 
most satisfactory. While the summer so far 



has been cool, however, rising temperatures 
appear likely, and with an early wet season 
the present progress should be accentuated. 
On the other hand a late monsoonal period 
may seriously check the canes. Crushing 
is nearly finished, and only in a few cases, 
especially in the North, is it likely to con- 
tinue much longer. — Sugar Journal. 



Hawaii. 

( special cobbespondbnce. ) 

Honolulu, Jan. 21, 1902. 
(special cobrespondbnce.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The sugar situation has improved consider- 
ably with general reports from all the 
mills of unusually splendid results in grind- 
ing. Especially noticeable is this on the 
stock market where there has been a steady 
gain in some of the stocks, and with few 
offerings of any. Olaa seems the most prom- 
ising and there has been a steady advance, 
the reports showing that this season's grind 
will far exceed all expectations. Ewa plan- 
tation stock on the other hand has depre- 
ciated in value, but it is not because of any 
change in the plantation but rather because 
there appears to be a greater demand for the 
stock of the new properties, rather than of 
the old dividend producers. 

It was decided at a special meeting of the 
Hawaiian Sugar Company to issue bonds of 
$1,000,000. for Makaeli plantation, though but 
$400,000 will be floated at this time. Exten- 
sive irrigation ditches are to be constructed 
And the mill enlarged and improved with the 
money raised by this means. There is talk 
also of bonding Kibel plantation for the pur- 
pose also of improving the equipment, though 
no definite action has so far been taken. The 
yield of sugar this year wiii, it is said, be in 
the neighborhood of 8,000 tons and there is 
now some prospect of a diviaend. All 
through the islands there is a bitter feeling 
with regard to the plantations, and there are 
demands for stock in the companies which 
have never paid a dividend. 

The Maul sugar mills are running full 
blast. The new mill at Puunene will begin 
turning out 150 tons per day about the first 
of February. The mill has been tried and 
found to work all right. 

The Pioneer mill near Wailuku has in suc- 
cessful operation a newly patented cane car- 
rying machine which saves the labor of five 
men in unloading cane. A similar machine 
has been purchased for the Spreckelsville 
mills. The Pioneer mill has also introduced 
a labor-saving device in the dumping of coal 
from an elevated track. 

Plantations on the other islands have 
agreed to take in the Porto Rican laborers 
which have been annoying Honolulu citizens 
for some time. Some of the men brought 
here from Porto Rico refused to work on the 
plantations and as there was no way to com- 
pel them to do what they were brought here 
for, they drifted to the city where they soon 
became vagrants and beggars. A large share 
of the crimes which have been epidemic in 



Honolulu is attributed to these men, and 
their disposition became a serious problem. 
.These men claimed to be starving and said 
that they had been refused work, because 
under the labor agreement of the planters, 
they could not secure employment except 
upon presentation of a clean bill of dis- 
charge from the place wliere last employed. 
At a meeting of the association it was final- 
ly decided to accept these men, some tva 
hundred in all, and they have been sent to 
the plantations of Maui and Hawaii where 
work is promised them. 

The Hyades and Hawaiian will both take 
away big cargoes of sugar, the former to 
San Francisco and the latter to New York. 
Both are loading now at island ports. The 
Hawaiian carries in her hold 20,000 cases 
of canned goods from California, as an ex- 
periment, to learn whether such goods can 
safely be carried without danger of injury 
from the sweating of sugar. Kaka. 



Demerara. 

(8PECIA.L COBBESPONDEKCE.) 

GEOBGETOWiir, Jan. 16, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The rainfall from the first of the year has 
been even heavier than before, the record 
being 7 inches to 15 inches. The tempera- 
ture is cold and bleak, the winds high, both 
seriously affecting the spring of the lately 
cut canes of the jroung cultivation, while at 
the same time effectually stopping grinding 
operations on those plantations that have 
not yet finished their crop. Warm sunshine 
for a week or two Is urgently needed. 

The sales of dark crystals for the fort- 
night amount to 6,000 to 8,000 tons, at from 
$1.75 to $1.70. At present there seems to 
be no market at all. American buyers speak 
of $1.55, but would probably come to terms 
at $1.60 to $1.65, which rates mean ruin to 
the sugar estates. About 20,000 tons of the 
1901 crop remain unshipped, of which about 
one-half were sold some time ago, the bal- 
ance being unsold and taking the chance of 
the market. Wietino & Richteb. 



German Sugar, Production f nd the 
Cartel. 

The general feeling of uncertainty and 
anxiety about the future of the beet-sugar 
industry in Europe — some allusion to which 
was made in a report of this series, dated the 
14th of October* — seems to grow more acute 
with the progress of the season's campaign. 

The latest official estimate shows that, ex- 
clusive of Denmark, the sugar-growing coun- 
tries of Europe will produce this year 5,928,- 
150 tons of raw sugar, an increase of 262,850 
tons over the already enormous product of 
last year. Of this vast output, Germany will, 
it is estimated, yield 2,073,100 tons, against 
1,974,800 tons during the last preceding cam- 
paign. 

On the 7th of December, a high commer- 
cW authority estimated the visible supply 
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of raw sugar now in the principal European 
markets at 1,640,813 tons, against 1,297,525 
tons on the same date in 1900 and 1,249,772 
tons in 1899. Adding to these the visible 
stock of raw sugars in the United States and 
Cuba on the 4th of December, there is found 
to be in sight 1,825,921 tons, against 1,407,- 
783 tons on the same date last year and 1,- 
' 554,790 tons in 1899. 

Un4er these conditions and in view of the 
growing production of sugar in the United 
States, Cuba, Porto Rico, and Hawaii, prices 
of raw sugar in the German market have 
sunk until the condition of the whole produc- 
ing Interest would be desperate were it not 
for the "Cartel," or secret working combina- 
tion between raw sugar factories and refin- 
eries, Dy which high prices are maintained 
for all sugar consumed in Germany, the prof- 
its from which, added to the government 
bounty paid on exports, enaole the factories 
to pay a proportionately high rate for beets 
and at the same time sell their exported 
product in foreign markets at prices with 
which other nations find it difficult to com- 
pete, and which in eifect give the Grerman 
producer a commanding position in the 
world's sugar market. 

The cartel, or syndicate of sugar produ- 
cers and refiners, about which much specula- 
tion, more or less inaccurate, has been pub- 
lished recently in the English newspapers, 
was organized something more than a year 
ago, and, according to a statement which ap- 
peared at that time, includes about 95 per 
cent of the sugar-producing interests in Ger- 
many. Its management is secret and some- 
what difficult to study, except through the 
medium of results, but in general terms it 
may be stated that the cartel guarantees 
producers of raw sugar a certain minimum 
price and takes their entire product. Any 
difference between this minimum and a lower 
price which may rule in the world's markets 
is made up by the refiners. On the other 
hand, the raw-sugar producers guarantee to 
pay a fixed minimum price for beets, to 
produce no raw sugar for consumption in 
Germany, and to sell their raw sugar only 
to refineries belonging to the syndicate. 
Among the results of this clever scheme two 
may be cited which will explain the present 
situation, viz.: On the one hand, the facto- 
ries are able to pay for beets about /5 cents 
per ton more than the general sugar mar- 
ket price outside of Germany would justify, 
and, on the other, refineries are abie to con- 
trol absolutely the price of sugar for con- 
sumption in Germany, and this they do so 
effectively that ordinary white lump sugar 
costs to-day any grocery store in Berlin 
30 to 35 pfennigs (7^ to 8% cents) per 
pound, or nearly three times what is charged 
for the same grade of German-made sugar 
in London, and this at a moment when Ger- 
many has Just harvested the largest beet- 
sugar crop in her history and when indus- 
trial depression and diminished wages ren- 



der high prices for any food material es- 
pecially burdensome to the people. 

So oppressive have become the exactions 
of the cartel that the Associated German 
Chocolate Manufacturers took steps early in 
September this year to organize at Genthin, 
in Brandenburg, a scheme for the erection 
of a factory capable of working up daily 
15,000 centners of beets, the product of which 
is to be used in their business. This break 
for independence by a union of heavy con- 
sumers of sugar has caused some agitation 
on the part of the cartel, whose organ warns 
the chocolate makers of the results of such 
insubordination; but, according to definite 
press reports, the latter have gone on making 
ten-year contracts for beets with the farm- 
ers of a large region, and will have their fac* 
tory and refinery in readiness for the cam- 
paign of next year. 

Meanwhile, several meetings have been 
held to discuss plans for reducing the area 
of beet culture and to consider what will be 
the effect on German sugar Interests should 
the pending international conference at Brus- 
sels vote to abolish export bounties, a result 
which no one familiar with the situation ex- 
pects to be realized any more than it was in 
1898. France then refused to give up her 
bounty system, and, it is thought, will this 
year be sustained by Russia in opposing any 
serious change in existing laws. 

Equally unpromising is the outlook for any 
important and systematic reduction in the 
area of beet culture next year. The simple 
fact is that under the management of the 
cartel farmers receive for their beets a price 
considerably higher than is justified by the 
value of sugar in the world's markets, and 
consequently sugar beets are about the only 
crop left to German farmers that is largely 
profitable. While they will meet and talk 
and adopt resolutions against overproduc- 
tion, they are aware that any action which 
they may take to that end will be abortive 
for Germany unless France, Russia, and Aus- 
tria-Hungary, to say nothing of Belgium, 
Holland, and Sweden, will Join in the agree- 
ment, and this they have manifested no dis- 
position to do. The public press reports are 
probably correct when they describe the pro- 
eeedings at the meetings for reduction of 
area as showing that every beet farmer and 
factory manager seems anxious to persuade 
everyone else to restrict his area of beet cul- 
ture for next year, but has no serious inten- 
tion to do so himself. 

Meanwhile, the principal lesson which 
America^ sugar growers have left to study 
in this country is the intelligent utilization 
of the two principal waste products of beet- 
sugar manufacture — the spent pulp and the 
crude molasses — which latter contains usu- 
ally from 40 to 50 per cent of sugar that 
cannot be crystallized out on account of the 
potash salts which the crude sirup contains. 

In the early years of German beet culture 
the utilization of these secondary products 



attracted relatively small attention. Agri- 
cultural science was busy with the task of 
improving the quality of the beet itself, in- 
creasing the percentage of saccharine ele- 
ments in the pulp and augmenting the yield 
of beets per hectare. It was soon discovered 
that the spent pulp from the sugar factories 
was a most valuable food for cattle; that by 
drying, .*. could be preserved for use through- 
out the winter; and that by adding to the* 
dried pulp the waste molasses, the feed was 
hot only rendered more palataole for ani- 
mals, but, being fed on the farm, potash of 
the sirup was retained on the premises and 
restored to the land in the form of stable 
leachings and manure. 

For a number of years waste beet molasses 
in this country was either exportea to France 
or Spain or was used here as a raw material 
for the manufacture of alcohol, the potash 
salts being in that case recovered and re- 
stored to the land as a separate chemical 
fertilizer. But the internal revenue laws of 
Germany are so sl^aped as to favor the pro- 
duction of alcohol on a large scale and at a 
small cost from potatoes, so that the spirit 
manufacture from beet molasses was grad- 
ually abandoned and the waste sirup used 
for feed. Germany is a country with limited 
grazing facilities; vast quantities of corn are 
imported as food for animals, and every kind 
of nutriment for cattle, horses, or swine is 
costly, when compared with the prices of ^ 
similar materials in the United States. For 
this reason, principally, the home production 
of meat in this country is, and will probably 
remain, far behind the needs of the people. 
Spent beet pulp enriched with waste mo- 
lasses helped, therefore, to meet a pressing 
want, and the crude sirup is now worth for 
this purpose 4.i5 to 4.80 marlfs ($1.13 to 
$1.14) per 100 kilograms (220 pounds) in ' 
carload lots. 

That similar conditions will obtain in the 
United States, where pasture, hay, corn, and 
all forms of food for animals are abundant 
and cheap, is hardly probable. But the beet- 
sugar producers in our country should start 
out with the idea that nothing that comes 
from the land should be wasted or prevented 
from sooner or later returning to it. It may 
be long before the rich virgin soil of Amer- ^ 
lean beet farms will be reduced to the con- 
dition of the worn fielas of Europe, where 
the strictest balance must be maintained be- 
tween the chemical elements harvested in a 
crop and returned to it by skillful rotation 
of cultures and scientific fertilization. But 
our country has as yet no native potash min- 
erals, and if our growing beet-sugar industry ^ 
is to make the most of its advantages and 
opportunities, it cannot afford to neglect the 
scientific methods which have been found 
most effective in Europe in conserving to the 
utmost practical degree the strength and vi- 
tality of the soil. 

Berlin, Dec. 17, 1901. Frank H. Mason, 

Consul-Gteneral. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Oi:den» Utah. 

The Ogden sugar factory closed down on 
January 20. 

Nearly 42,000 tons of beets were received 
this season out of which in round numbers 
6,000,000 pounds of sugar have been pro- 
duced. 

The Ogden sugar factory shows the poor- 
est results from the tonnage of any in the 
United States, this owing principally to the 
great deficiency in purity, some going as low 
as 48 per cent. 

The sugar company believe this is due to 
the irregularity of planting and they will 
plant themselves this year. 

The contracts for 1902 have two Important 
changes. The price remains the isame, but 
especial provisions on planting and irriga- 
tion are inserted. — Lehi Banner. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

The City of Detroit, Mich., has a forty-acre 
beet far mwithin the town limits. This farm 
is run by Mr. A. R. Keyes, and is located on 
the corner oi Grand River Avenue and the 
iBoulevard. Mr. Keyes raised 567 tons of 
beets on his farm which he sold to the De- 
troit Sugar Company. 



Th^ heads of the Bay City beet sugar fac« 
/ tortes have made vigorous and indignant 
' denials of tne reports circulated to the effect 
that their factories had discontinued con- 
tracting for beets for next season. 



A new beet puller has been Invented by 
Alex. Morrison, which Is described as being 
about the weight and size of a mower; It has 
four broad wheels, which straddle the beet 
row, and Is equipped with two rotatary coni- 
cal shaped plows, 9 inches long, and seven 

y inches across the base, tapering to a point. 

. These plows dig furrows on each side of the 
beets and catch them up and throw the 
beets out with the rotating cones. 



J. B. Strehl, of Owoeso, Mich., has patented 
a beet weeder and thinner which he has 
sold for $2,000 and royalties. The weeder Is 
descVlbed as working similarly to a cultiva- 
tor, only going across a beet field at right 
angles to the rows, Instead of parallel. 



Omaha, Neb., has recelvea recently be- 
^ tween 30 and 50 carloads of beet seed Im- 
ported from Germany. This seed will be 
distributed throughout the sugar beet locali- 
ties. 



' It is proposed to erect a beet sugar factory 
at McCook, Nebraska. 



' The Agricultural Department has been re- 
quested to send beet seed to the farmers of 
\ Butler county, Ohio, for experimental pur- 
poses. 



f The Illinois Beet Growers' Association at 
^ ; Its recent meeting, elected Prof. P. 0. Hol- 
^ffr den, of Bloomlngton, president, R. S. Wood- 



row, of Urbana, vlce-prosldent, and J. W. 
Jones, of Lincoln, secretary and treasurer. 



Hardly any of the warrants Issued by State 
Auditor G. E. Cole, of Kansas, to the farm- 
ers of western Kansas for bounty on their 
sugar beet crop have exceeded |100. 



Experiments made at the Colorado Ex- 
periment Station have shown that beets 
after harvesting will shrink In weight on 
an average of 5 per cent, during the first 
twenty-four hours and 2 per cent, for each 
twenty-iour hours following. As a result 
of this shrinkage several farmers shipping 
beets to the Loveland factory are reported 
as having lost money on their beet crops. 



At a meeting recently held li^ Fort Col- 
lins, Col., In connection with the proposed 
beet sugar factory the 1,200 acres necessary 
to complete the requisite 5,000 acres were 
subscribed In short order and It now seems 
but a question of a short time before a fac- 
tory will be built. 

The beet sugar factory at Rocky Ford, 
which finisned slicing beets January 16, ex- 
pects to continue In operation till the mid- 
dle of February working up the molasses 
with the Osmose process. The plant turned 
out about 24,000,000 pounds of sugar. It is 
reported that a larger acreage will be plant- 
ed to beets and that next season the cam- 
pd.lgn will last a month longer. Farm land 
Is said to have doubled In value around 
Rocky Ford since the building of the sugar 
factory. 



Reports come from Florence, Col., to the 
effect t^at Mr. D. A. Mounday, who repre- 
sents the Oxnard Beet Sugar Co., assures 
the sugar factory committee that a plant 
will be located there. The factory will cost 
about $400,000. 



Mr. J. K. Hay worth, who has a farm 
about thirty miles from Florence, Col., and 
with an elevation of 8,000 feet, has experi- 
mented with some sugar beet seed samples 
which tested this season 21 per cent, of su- 
crose. 



Work on the Eaton, Colo., factory Is pro- 
gressing, and the Union Pacific road has 
completed Its switches Into the grounds. 



As an example of the profit In sugar beet 
farming an Eaton, Colo., paper cites the re- 
cent experience of a Boulder county farmer 
who raised twenty acres of beets which he 
sold for >^,240, or |112 per acre. His ex- 
penses of working and cultivating amounted 
to $35, thereby netting $77 per acre on his 
crop. 



The Sioux City, Iowa, Beet Syrup and 
Preserving Co., held Its annual meeting 
January 21, at which time the old officers 
were re-elected. 



The new factory of the South Sioux City 
Beet Syrup and Chicory Company Is rapidly 
building. Three boilers of 100 horse-power 



each have been Installed and the dynamos 
and other machinery will be rapidly placed. 



The Sioux City Beet Syrup and Preserving 
Company is contemplating the erection of a 
$250,000 plant at Portland, Oregon. 

The Valley Sugar Company, of Saginaw, 
Mich., has a representative in Shiwassee 
county, who is contracting for all the beets 
he can get for his company next fall. 



Among the beet sugar men who recently 
went to Washington In the interest of their 
industry were Thos. Cranage, W. L. 
Churchill, Capt. Ben Boutel, Hon. N. B. Brad- 
ley and W. C. Penoyer, of Bay City, and Gov. 
A. T. Bliss, W. T. Chapel, J. G. MacPherson. 
G. B. Morley, C. H. Davis and F. Lyon, of 
Saginaw. 



In spite of the fact that the Lapeer Beet 
Sugar Company failed to get a beet sugar 
plant located at Lapeer, Mich., the company 
has decided to contract with the farmers for 
beets which will be delivered at Lapeer and 
paid for at the rate of $4.25 per ton, with an 
additional 33 cents per ton for each percent 
of sugar above 12. These beets will be de- 
livered under contract to Detroit parties and 
the farmers are guaranteed against loss by 
the Lapeer Company. 



It Is now reported that W. R. Burt, of 
Saginaw, Is willing to put up the funds for 
a beet sugar plant at Owosso, Mich., and it is 
stated that he has made arrangements for 
the purchase of a 40-acre site for the factory 
and expects to get it completed by next 
Au^st. 



North'vllle, Mich., has beet sugar factory 
aspirations. 



From Bad Axe, Mich., comes the news that 
the prospects are bright there for a beet 
sugar factory and that capitalists have fur- 
nished bond to put It up, providing a suffi- 
cient water supply Is furnished. This will 
be obtained by sinking wells. One hundred 
thousand dollars of the stock In the proposed 
factory will be taken by citizens of Bad Axe. 



Reports also come from Charlevoix, Mich., 
that everything points to the building of a 
sugar factory next summer. 



The German-American sugar factory at 
West Bay City, Mich., made Its first sugar 
January 20. The factory Is receiving beets 
at the rate of 700 to 800 tons a day. 



At the recent Annual State Farmers' In« 
stitute of Shiawassee county, Mich., very vig- 
orous protests were made against the reduc- 
tion of the Cuban tariff. 



The Wolverine Sugar Company's factory 
at Benton Harbor, Mich., has closed its first 
successful season, although tnis Is the third 
year the plant has been In operation. 



The Central Beet Growers' Association 
met on Feb. 1, at Alma, Mich. 

One bunded and fifty-one acres of beets 
were raised by the Ames, Neb., Beet Grow- 
ers' Association this past season. 



i^ \ 
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RIOE. 



Teche Canal Company. 

As we go to press we are apprised of the 
Incorporation of the Teche Canal Company, 
whose purpose is to construct a rice irrigat- 
ing canal over the right of way secured some 
lime ago for this purpose by Mr. Henry 
Mestayer, at a point above Xioreauville and 
extending from the Teche several miles back 
toward Lake Dauterive. When completed 
the main canal and its lateral branches will 
traverse the richest section of that fertile 
district. In anticipation of the organization 
of the company, the survey of the route has 
heen commenced and pumping machinery or- 
dered, some of which is expected to arrive 
next week. The board of directors is com- 
posed of Messrs. S. O. Nuckolls, J. P. Suber- 
bielle, J. W. Wyche, T. W. Muller and Henry 
Mestayer. Work on the canal is to be pushed 
vigorously and the board will meet early 
next week to receive proposals for the con- 
^ruction of the canal. It is expected to con- 
struct three and one-half miles of the canal 
this spring, with a capacity to irrigate 3,000 
acres. The act of incorporation will appear 
In the next issue of the Enterprise. — New 
Iheria Enterprise. 

Texas Rice Notes. 

Beaumont, Texas. — ^The fame of Jefferson 
county as a rice growing county continues to 
grow. While in many places last year's crop 
-was ruined by the failure to get water on 
tlie plant, the rice fields that had water 
made new records. Mr. William Way gives 
out the following figures in regard to a crop 
that was raised by his brother, Mr. E. W. 
Way, on the Beaumont Irrigation Company's 
canal near Pine Island : 

Mr. Way cultivated 325 acres of land and 
from the entire tract harvested and sold 4241 
sacks of rice, or 763,380 pounds. On a patch 
of ground containing sixty-five acres he har- 
vested an average of twenty-seVen sacks to 
the acre and on a patch of four acres the 
average yield per acre was thirty-two and 
a half sacks. As a sack is estimated to con- 
tain between 180 and 190 pounds of rice, the 
above figures reduced to pounds are equal 
to the following: On the whole farm of 325 
acres was produced 763,380 pounds, being an 
average of a fraction of a pound less than 
2,352 pounds to the acre. On sitxy-five acres 
of this ground was produced 315,900 pounds, 
or an average of 4,860 pounds to the acre. On 
four acres of this sixty-five was raised 23,400 
pounds, or an average of 5,850 pounds to the 
acre. 

Former records are not remembered at 
this time, but Mr. Way has been in the rice 
culture for some years and says that this 
record exceeds anything he has ever heard 
reported before. The feat of harvesting 
thirty-two and a half bags of rice from one 
acre has never before been equalled in or- 
dinary farming and certainly the average 
of twenty-seven bags for as many as sixty- 
five acres is the best record. 



Bayou City rice mills of Houston; capital 
stock 1100,000. Purpose to erect a mill for 
milling and cleaning rice, grinding com, etc. 
Directors: B. W. Camp, B. L. Vineyard, Da- 
vid Rice, H. C. Johnson and W. C. Gilmore, 
all of Houston. — Houston Post, 

Trade Notes. 

A Handsome Direct Connected Set. — In 
view 01 the rapid extension in the use of 
directed connected electrical generating sets 
and the developments which the same have 
undergone, it is interesting to notice the 
varying forms which the same take to adapt 
themselves to different requirements which 
their service imposes. In those places where 
fioor space is limited or of great value, as 
often it is in the power plants of large cities, 
the compactness of direct connected dyna- 
mos with vertical engines is a feature of 
great utility. 



The engraving presented uerewith shows 
the standard Buffalo Forge Company's Sin- 
gle Vertical Engine direct connected to a 
Lundell dynamo manufactured by the 
Sprague Electric Company, of New York 
City. Some of the refinements of direct con- 
nected machines illustrated in this set may 
be of interest. 

The engine of the Buffalo Forge Company, 
Buffalo, N. Y., which is here illustrated and 
described may be connecied of course to any 
standard type of generator, and for such 
purpose the cast-iron sub-base is varied to 
conform with the requirements of individ- 
ual cases. In addition to providing a bed 
for engine and dynamo, it likewise carries 
the out-board bearing, which in this case is 
of the standard Buffalo adjustable type, ring 
oiling and self-aligning. The cast-iron frame 
is formed with a graceful contour, provides 
for the guides within and carries above the 
cylinder and valve chest. The connecting 
rod is of forged steel, provided at each end 
with wedge, adjusting devices. The crank 
shaft, which Is large in diameter, is carried 



in long bearings bolted to the frame. These 
bearings are provided with an exterior hood 
or cover which is easily removable to allow 
for adjustment and to exclude all dust and 
grit. 

The valve, which Is of the piston type, 
governs the steam distribution under the 
control of a sensitive shaft governor, the 
design of which makes it easily possible to 
secure a very close regulation in speed. It 
should also be mentioned that this valve mo- 
tion gives practically a constant lead at all 
cut-offs. Grease and oil cups on all the pins 
of the governor and valve gear reduce the 
friction at t-iese parts and contribute large- 
ly to the smooth, steady action afforded by 
this vaive motion. 

Tl?ie essential particular of lubrication is 
well provided for in this" engine. The well- 
known automatic system of oiling by means 
of running the engine with a bath -of lubri- 



cant in the bed has been most successfully 
applied to this type of vertical engine, so that 
the crankpin, guides and ring oiling main 
bearings receive a copious supply of lubri- 
cant in this manner. All other bearing sur- 
faces not cared for in this way are furnished 
with large sight feed oil cups. The remova- 
ble side plates enclose the working parts so 
as to afford a dust proof and oil tight con- 
struction, yet allowing of ready access for 
adjustment. Careful design, high grade of 
workmanship and materials coupled with 
copious lubrication and close regulation are 
some of the essential features of this com- 
pact generating set. 

Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planteb by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 692,020, granted Jan. 28, 1902, 
to Maurice Lambert of Toury, France, for 
process of dissolving low grade sugar. 

Patent No. 691,899, granted Jan. 28, 1902, 
to Ludwig Fuchs, of Lundenbug, Austria- 
Hungary, for machine for washing sugar. 
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Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL COBEESPONDKNCB.) 

KuKAiAU, Jan. 1, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

In consequence of the unsettled condition 
of the lake question, and the uncertainty of 
^at Uncle Sam will do about the labor 
laws for Hawaii, very little in the way of 
any very costly alterations, or improvements 
is beibg made in any of the sugar mills of 
the territory. It is safe to say that should 
Hawaii be restricted to white labor alone for 
the cane fields, there will be a period of re- 
trogression if nothing worse. As it is, with 
the increase in wages that has resulted from 
the annexation of these islands to the United 
States, the cost for labor has increased 50 
per cent, and should the islands be restricted 
to white labor, the cost of plantation work 
will increase probably 60 or 100 per cent 
more. Under these circumstances none of 
the mills will be enabled to spend much, if 
anything, for machinery or other improve- 
ments. 

There will also have to be some new meth- 
od of cultivation, and more of this class of 
work will have to be done by machinery. 
There will have to be retrenchment all along 
the line, and high salaries and dividends 
will be a thing of the past. There will have 
to be a new order of things and economy will 
be the order of the day. Strict business 
principles will have to be adhered to, if the 
sugar industry of these islands is to be car- 
ried on in the future. 

In view of these many drawbacks, some 
economic measures and movements have al- 
ready been adopted. The first in this line 
is the substitution of oil instead of coal for 
fuel. The use of oil, however, is not entirely 
new, but it's new to a great many, and was 
never used on so large a scale, as is at pres- 
ent contemplated. It is thought that this 
cheap fuel will enable our pumping plants 
to reach a higher elevation and thus bring 
some valuable land into use. This, I think, 
is very doubtful, for from present conditions, 
it would appear that the cost or production 
will have to be reduced, and Instead of 
pumping to a higher elevation, it will be 
necessary for them to fall back to a lower 
one. 

There has been some notable improvement 
in boiler setting, which has been confined, 
however, to the water-tube boilers. The 
greatest change in this direction is found in 
the Heine water-tube boiler and is said to 
have effected a gain of 50 per cent. The 
main alteration is in the furnace, a cut of 
which I will send you later on. The chief 
change is made in the back of the furnace, 
in which an air space is left, from the ash 
pit to the top of the bridge wall, and ex- 
tending, with small exception, the entire 
width of the furnace, and to the top of the 
bridge wall. To do this, book-like bricks 
are made, and are inserted Just back of the 
first course of fire-brick and as they are hol- 



low inside they constitute a sort of fine, 
where the air is heated to a very high tem- 
perature, which greatly facilitates the com- 
bustion. The long arch is also done away 
with, which is also an improvement. 

We also hear wonderful reports from the 
McBryde plantation, in regard to the great 
efficiency of the porcupine boiler. This style 
of boiler is new to the islands, but if the 
reports are true in regard to its perform- 
ance, there is every prospect of a great num- 
ber of them being in use before very long. 

In manufacture, crystallization in motion, 
and Juice filtration seem to be growing in 
favor. Geo. Osbobne. 



The Sugar Question. 

The International Sugar Conference now 
in session at Brussels has apparently in its 
hands the fate of the entire sugar industry 
of Europe. It mig^t be more accurate to 
say that, experience having already con- 
demned the methods by which the industry 
has been brought to its present perilous 
position, the task before the conference Is 
rather how to mitigate the penalty of a false 
system than how to perpetuate it. Even the 
European organs of the sugar refiners are 
beginning to admit that the system of boun- 
ties is absurd, and that its general abolition 
would be equally desirable for producers 
and consumers. According to M. Yves 
Guyot, in 1900, France gave 74,883,000 francs 
in indirect bounties to 339 sugar manufac- 
turers, plus 21,287,000 francs in direct boun- 
ties and deductions. That is to say, while 
France exported in 1900 150,000,000 francs 
worth of sugar, it paid over 96,000,000 francs 
in bounties, rebates and taxes. Of this 
French export, England took about 85 per 
cent, being 230,000 tons of raw sugar and 
163,271 tons of refined sugar. In the same 
year England's total consumption was 1,- 
488,000 tons. Germany is now producing 2,- 
000,000 tons a year, nearly three times her 
requirement for consumption, and is making 
desperate efforts to hold her export trade. 
A species of trust has been formed consist- 
ing of a syndicate of manufacturers and 
refiners for the purpose of maintaining 
prices for the German domestic consumip- 
tion at as high a point as the import duty 
will allow, thus enabling them to export at 
prices which would otherwise entail a con- 
siderable loss. This German production 
started with 300,000 tons in 1874, increasing 
to 1,260,000 tons in 1890. Austria, whose 
production in 1874 was less than 300,000 
tons, grew in 1890 to 740,000 tons, and in 1899 
to 1,100,000 tons. Russia, which produced 
448,000 tons in 1889, has doubled her pro- 
duction, with 900,000 tons in 1899, and this 
year the probable production in Kussia will 
exceed 1,000,000 tons. 

As neithei: France, Germany, Austria, Bel- 
gium nor Holland consumes half its produc- 
' tion, exportation is a necessity to all of them. 
But for artificial stimulation this produc- 



tion would be very much less, and the ques- 
tion to be determined is whether the time 
has not arrived to leave the whole sugar 
industry to the operation of natural laws 
by wiping out all special taxes not required 
for revenue, and by abolishing the whole 
bounty system. The situation of the sugar 
Industry in Europe has year by year become 
more threatening, because its outlets are 
gradually closing while production is con- 
stantly increasing. In 1898-1900 Egypt pro- 
duced 100,000 tons; Italy, which in 1897 had 
only four factories, has now twenty-nine, pro- 
ducing 20,000 tons, or one-fourth of the con- 
sumption. Roumania produced 25,000 tons,, 
and it is calculated that Spain will produce 
160,000 tons, or twice its own consumption. 
While the cost of production ki these coun- 
tries does not allow them to compete Int 
the markets of the world, their production 
tends to close the outlets of the great ex- 
porting countries. The manufacturers or 
the Continent hastily assumed that they^ 
would always be protected against counter- 
vailing duties. The supplementary duty es- 
tablished in our tariff law in 1894, and in- 
creased in the law of 1897, opened their 
eyes to this new' danger, and the Indian 
tariff Act of 1899 continued the process of 
disillusion. Even in England a demand has 
gone out lor a countervailing duty to protect 
the countries which reject the bounty sys- 
tem against the countries which retain it. 
An English Cabinet Minister has declared 
that the British government, having secured 
its liberty of action at a previous Brussels 
conference, can impose a countervailing duty 
on sugar if it chooses. It has come to thi& 
that, from one day to the next, England can 
wipe out ihe sugar industry of the Con- 
tinent An industry dependent on bountiea 
is thus subject to danger from legislative 
changes not only in its own country but in 
others, and the sugar industry has become 
so abjectly dependent on bounties that their 
withdrawal would probably contract it bjr 
one-half. 

The article by M. Yves Guyot in the 
North American Review for January, from 
which the preceding figures have been quot- 
ed, makes an authoritative declaration in 
regard to tae Russian system of promoting 
the manufacture of sugar which fully sus- 
tains the position taken by the United States 
Treasury. In Russia raw sugars are sub- 
ject to a tax of a little over $2 per 36 pounds, 
and refined sugars to a tax of $3 on the same 
quantity. The Ministry determines each 
year the probable internal consumption of 
sugar. The quantity decided on is divided 
among the different factories in proportion 
to their average production. On the sugar 
produced in excess of the amount fixed, a 
deduction is first made of 2,200,000 pounds 
to each factory which is subject to the tax 
on the necessities of life, and the remainder, 
which cannot be sold in the domestic mar- 
ket, is charged with a tax of 1.75 roubles to 
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the pood of 36 pounds. After deducting 
the tax there remains a net price consider- 
ably lower than the market price in Russia, 
or even than the price in London. No man- 
ufacturer knows in advance the number of 
poods which he can sell in the interior in 
excess of the fixed quantity of 60,000 poods 
allowed to each factory, as this quantity 
must be determined by the total production 
of each establishment compared with that 
of the others. It is thus for the interest 
of each manufacturer to increase his pro- 
duction, since the domestic price of sugar, 
after the tax has been deducted, assures 
him a large profit, while the customs duties 
protect him against external competition. 
M. Guyot shows that from a factory with 
an average production of 175,000 poods there 
would be set aside for exportation 27,685 
poods, but should such a factory triple its 
production it would have for exportation 
140,454 poods. The net price of sugar in 
Russia being 2.95 roubles the pood, and the 
cost 2.20 roubles, the profit of sales in the 
domestic market is 75 copeks the pood. The 
price for. exportation being below the cost 
of production entails a loss of 47 copeks the 
pood, but on the assumed export of 140,454 
poods from a single factory there would be 
available for the domestic market 332,646 
poods, the difference between which and the 
domestic product calling for 27,685 poods of 
export being 198,631 poods. Sold at a profit 
of 75 copeks, this would represent a gain 
of 148,973 roubles. While, therefore, the 
avowed purpose of the Russian legislation 
was to limit the production of sugar, its 
effect has been to stimulate it, since the 
manufacturer, while selling at a loss in the 
foreign market, is more than comopensated 
by his gain in the domestic market — New 
York Journal of Commerce. 



Sugar Growing In Southwest Kansas. 

Men who were young when the first at- 
tempts were made to establish a beet-sugar 
industry in the United States have now 
silvery locks. Since that time Herculean 
efforts to establish a sorghum-sugar indus- 
try have had their birth, maturity, decline, 
and burial. For a time all attempts to 
found a beet-sugar industry were discon- 
tinued. It was during the efforts to promote 
sorghum sugar production that the atten- 
tion of both theorists and practical operators 
was directed to the fact that the apparent- 
ly unpromising beet had been by the appli- 
cation of science made a producer of a very 
large proportion of the sugar of the world. 
The patient Germans had brought their 
plodding persistence to bear; the versatile 
French had contributed, and the produc- 
tion of sugar on a large scale was the result. 
The plant had been bred with reference to 
its sugar content which had been multiplied 
several times. Machinery had been devised 
to apply in the factory the processes worked 
out in the laboratory with the result that 
nearly all of the sugar grown in the plant 
was recovered in the sugar barrel. 

The improved seed could be transported 
to this country. The improved machinery 
of the factory could be still further improved 
by American inventora But the patient hand 



labor — ^the work of the German women and 
children, by which the best beets were pro- 
duced — always was, is now, and probably 
always will be, distasteful to Americans. 
American inventors 'have attempted to come 
to the rescue by supplying machinery to 
do much of the German hand labor. Their 
success has been only partial. 

But in the continued and widespread ex- 
perimentation there have been found por- 
tions of the United States in which the 
average sugar content of the beets is far 
above that of even the favored portions of 
Germany. These beet-growing portions of 
the United States have persistently refused 
to be confined by bounds of isothermal lines 
laid down by high authority, as including 
the only climatic conditions suitable for 
growing good beets. These lines were so 
drawn as to exclude all of Kansas except the 
northwest corner from the sugar-producing 
section. Wnen a beet-sugar factory was 
timidly established at Rocky Ford, Col., some 
southwest Kansas farmers planted a few 
beets. They have marketed this season's 
crop. 

By a law passed by the last legislature a 
bounty of |1 a ton was offered on all sugar- 
beets containing over 12 per cent of sugar. 
Under this law Miss Gertrude Cobum, daugh- 
ter of Secretary F. D. Coburn, was appointed 
to determine who were entitled to the boun- 
ty. With characteristic enterprise. Miss CJo- 
burn has met more than the bare require- 
ments of the law and has furnished a vast 
amount of valuable information. It is shown 
that in the irrigated portion of western Kan- 
sas, beets of superior sugar content may be 
produced at a profit while prices remain as 
at present. There is little doubt of the 
ability of the factory to pay present prices 
for beets as long as the present rateb of 
import duties are maintained on sugar. 

Miss Coburn's report shows that the beets 
raised this year in western Kansas develoi>- 
ed an average of 17 per cent of sugar, fac- 
tory test, while the average per cent of su- 
gar developed by the beet farmers of Ger- 
many, the home of the industry, is 15 per 
cent. Tests by Professor Willard, of the Kan- 
sas State Ajgricultural College, however, 
showed that 16 different samples of the same 
beets developed an average of 21 per cent of 
sugar, but the beet growers are satisfied with 
the factory tests, which it is thought were 
made as fairly as possible under the circum- 
stances. 

Most of the farmers who planted experi- 
mental plots of beets this year will raise a 
larger acreage next year. The American 
Beet Sugar Company, of Rocky Ford, Col., 
which purchased this year's crop, is anxious 
that a large acreage of beets be planted. The 
men behind it have stated that they will 
erect a factory in western Kansas as soon 
as the tonnage of beets raised in that sec 
tion is great enough to warrant it. 

Western Kansas farmers have . much to 
learn about beet raising, however. The trou- 
ble is that they try to handle too large an 



acreage. To successfully raise beets it is 
necessary to cultivate them highly. More 
money can be made by carefully tending a 
few acres than by half cultivating 40 or 
more acres. Another trouble the western 
Kansas farmers have to combat is the diffi- 
culty of securing cheap labor. About two 
weeks after the beets come up they must be 
thinned. This has to be done by hand and 
requires the attention of a number of per- 
sons for every acre. It must be done at a 
certain time or the beets will be injured. 
Again, the beets must be harvested rapidly 
and sent to the factory without delay or 
they will be spoiled for sugar-making pur- 
poses. This also requires the employment 
of a great deal of help. Irrigation is neces- 
sary to produce good crops of beets. Sugar- 
beets can best be grown where there is little 
rain but where an abundance of water can 
be secured by irrigation, to be applied at 
proper intervals. 

Following are some statistics regarding 
this year's experiments in western Kansas 
in beet culture, compiled by Miss Cobum: 

Number of beet growers 77 

Number of acres harvested 337 

Aver, acreage for each grower, acres. 4.37 

Total number of tons harvested 1,760 

Aver, harvested by each grower, tons 22.82 
Max'm acreage by one grower, tons. . 27 
Min'm acreage by one grower, acres. .50 
Max'm tonnage by one grower, tons. . Ill 
Min'm tonnage by one grower, tons. . 1.50 
Gen. average yield per acre, tons. . . . 5.22 

Maximum yield per acre, tons 18.41 

Minimum yield per acre, tons 1.15 

Gen. average per cent ot sugar 17.8 

Maximum per cent of sugar 22.8 

Minimum per cent of sugar 13.3 

Average cost per acre, given by 43 

growers $17.24 

Maximum cost reported per acre 31.00 

Minimum cost reported per acre.... 5.00 
Average price per ton received by 

grower (exclusive of bounty) . . . 5.14 
Maximum price per ton received by 

any grower (excl. of bounty) .... 7.50 
Minimum price per ton received by 

grower 4.00 

Average profit per acre computed 

from reports of 37 growers 17.03 

Maximum profit per acre reported . . . 43.00 
Minimum profit per acre reported.. .16 
The following table contains the showing 
made by 15 of the most successful of the 
beet-growers who have reported to date, but 
a complete report would, it is believed, con- 
tain the names of others whose tonnage 
and profits would be even greater: 

Carl Coerber 7.6 12.74 1.8 $43.00 

M. D. Biehn 4.75 11.16 19.2 30.00 

R. B. Glass 7. 9.40 18. 21.00 

G. A. Dodds 2.25 10.96 18.2 30.00 

B. A. Smith 5 9.27 20.9 11.05 

C. H. Wills 1.3 9.17 16.1 39.77 

Nathan Fulmer ..4.5 9.02 18 22.22 

W. H. Shively ....8.0 5.45 16.80 13.00 
W. M. Sylvester... 2.0 15.29 16.00 37.40 
HolcombCat tie Co.7.3 11.72 20.4 40.00 
F. C. Pennington . .1.0 9.40 14.6 80.30 

Lee L. Dpty 2.0 10.83 16.3 25.50 

N. T. Viers 1.0 9.90 19.2 40.00 

P. N. Meroney ...1.0 7.18 16.4 15.00 
J. L. Owens 1.0 7.95 16.0 11.95 



Averages 3.75 9.96 17.61 $27.34 

The foregoing statement of "profits per 

acre" is exclusive of tjhe bounty to be paid 

by the atate.— Kansas Farmer, 



Mr. Oscar Bourg and Mrs. Bourg, promi- 
nent Louisianians, were guests of the Hotel 
Grunewald during the early part of the 
week. 
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WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



SUGAR. 

Open Kettle. 



O.K. Centrifugal 



Feb. 1. 



Feb. 3. 



Feb. 4. 



Feb. 5. 



Feb. 6. 



Feb. 7. 



Same Day. 
Last Year. 



Choice 

Sttrict Prime... 

Prime 

Fully Fair 

GkwdFair 

Fair 

Gk>od Common. 

Common 

Inferior 

Centrifugal. 
Plant'n Oranul'ed 
Off Granulated. 
Choice White.. 

Off White 

Grey White.... 
Choice Yellow.. 
Prime Yellow . 

Off YAIow 

Seconds 

Fancy YC 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

O. E. Centrifugal 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime..... 

Gk>od Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Gk>od Common... 

Common 

Lif erior 

Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Chpice 

Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 

Common 

Inferior.... 

SYRUP. 






3H<33^ 

ih®BH 
- @ - 



10 @ 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 @ 20 
17 @ 18 
16 @ 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 18 

- @ 12 
-® 11 

- e 10 



16 @ 18 

— @ 15 
13 @ 14 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 
-@10 

8 
7 
6 
Nominal. 



- @ 



27i@Sh 




10 3 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 @ 2U 
17 3 18 
16 @ 16 

— ® 14 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 



16 @ 18 

— @ 16 
13 @ 14 
-@ 12 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 9 
8 
7 
6 

Nominal. 



~@ 



2Ji<i3>fi 
- & - 



2K@3h 



- @ - 

- @ - 



- ® - 
83i@3H 

2f*^2s 

8k@3J| 
17i®3X 



10 (3 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 @ 20 
17 @ 18 
16 @ 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 13 
-@12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 



16 @ 18 

- e 15 
13 (3 14 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 
-@ 10 

9 
8 
7 
6 



- @ 
Nominal. 




10 @ 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 @ 20 
17 @ 18 
16 @ 16 

- « 14 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ il 

- @ 10 



16 ® 18 
-(9 16 
13 @ 14 
-(§12 
-@ 11 

— @ 10 

- @ 9 

— a 8 

— @ 7 

- @- 
Nominal. 



- @ - 




10 @ 20 

26 @ 28 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

17 @ 18 

16 (3 16 

- @ 14 
-@ 13 
-@ 12 

- @ 11 
-@ 10 



16 @ 18 

- @ 16 
13 @ 14 

- (8 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 

-e 7 

- @ - 
Nomioal. 



3 ®SH 



*_^4A 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 



3n@3j. 

3k@3U 
l?i@3A 
- @ - 



10 @ 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 @ 20 
17 @ 18 
16 @ 16 

— @ 14 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 



16 3 17 

- @ 15 
13 @ 14 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 

- @ 7 
-@ - 
-@ - 



(8 - 



4K@4A 
2^(d4 
-@ - 



m 



2 



9 



- @ - 

— @ 16 

- @ 14 

— @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

— @ 10 
-@ -^ 



None. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



Steady. 



Firm. 



Strong. 



Strong. 



Nominal. 



OTHER MARKETS. 



Nbw York: 

SUGAR. 

Fair Refining, 89« 
Centrifugals, 96''. 

Granulated 

Standard A 

Dutch Granulated 
German Granul'td 

MOLASSES. 

N.O. Choice 

N.O. Fair 

London: 

Java^No. 15D.S. 
A. &G. Beet 



- @4 51 

- @4 31 

- O — 

- @4 37 



8s. 3 d. 
6s. 8)^d. 



- @3A 

-@3n 

- @4 51 

- @4 31 

- @ - 

- @4 42 



@ 



88. 



3 d. 
9 d. 



- @4 51 

- @4 31 

- (^ — 

- (34 42 

- @ - 



8s. 
6s. 



3 d. 



@3A 
@3ii 
@4 51 
@4 3l 
@ — 
@4 39 






8s, 
6s. 



3 d 

8>id 



- @3.«, 

- osU 

— @4 61 

- @4 81 

— @ — 
-@4 41 



@ 



6s. 



3 d. 
8Jid. 



- @3A 

- @31i^ 

- (34 51 

- @4 31 

- @ - 

- @4 42 



@ 



8s. 

68. 



3 d. 

8?^d. 



@4)i 
®b 24 
@6 04 
@ - 
@4 91 



@ 



lis. 



9d. 
8d. 



Rftw— Finn 
Reflned^Qolet. 



Cane— Firm and rath- 
er dearer. 

Beet— Steady; bat lit- 
tle offerings. 



NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Ont Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



-@4 95 
-@4 96 

— @4 60 

— @4 65 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— (34 55 



— @6 95 

— (§4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



- @4 95 
» @4 96 

- @4 56 

- @i 50 

-@ - 



— (34 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



— (34 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 60 
-O - 



@5 65 
:35 65 
(35 40 
@6 36 

(3 - 



Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Jan. 29. 

At four ports of Great Britain to Jan. 25 

At Hayana and Mantaxas to Jan. 28 



.Tons 102,878 
. " 146,060 
.. •* 102,000 



Receipts and aales at New Orleana for the week ending 
Feb. 7, 190a. 
' Sugar • Molaaaea 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Receired 118 30,021 2,617 

Sold 118 30,867 2,617 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, ipoit 
to Feb. 7, 190a. 

Hhds. barrels. BarrSsT ' 

Receiyed 2276 1,553,526 251,601 

Sold 2276 1,486,332 261,398 

Received same time last year 4619 1,251,542 161,088 
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RICE. 

^UQH, perbbl... 
Clean, per lb. ... . 

Head 

StraigrhtB .... 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton — 
Polish, per ton... 

Receipts 



WBBKLT MABKWT RBPOBT. 



1902. 



Feb. 1. 



2 00S4 10 
5 @6>^ 

17 60^18 00 
22 50Q23 00 



Feb. 8. 



2 00@4 10 

6 (86^ 
3Ji@4Ji 
2M@35^ 
1^@1% 
17 60(^18 00 
22 60@23 00 



Feb. 4. 



2 0C@4 10 
6 ®6H 

13f@l% 
17 50^18 00 
2260@23 00 



Feb. 6. 



2 00@4 10 
5 @b3i 

1\@1% 

17 60@18 00 
22 50@2d00 



Feb. 6. 



2 00@ 4 10 

5 @5^ 

3>4@4^ 

17 50^18 00 
22 5P@28 00 



Feb. 7. 



2 00@ 4 10 
6 @5^ 

13i@l% 
17 50^18 00 
22 53(P^23 00 



San • Day Last 
Year 



Z UU@3 65 

4)i@6 
Nominal 

Nominal 
13 G0<3 14 00 
19 00@ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Roagh— Steadjp . 
Qean^Steady. 



Receiyed. 
Bold 



nles at New Orleans for the week ending 
Feb. 7. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban. 

30,675 10,883 

3,752 18,943 



Reodpts at New Orleans from Ang. i, 1901 to Feb. 7, 1909. 
compared witli last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clbam 

This Year 954,451 196,837. 

LastYear 771,041 102,206 



Sugar. 

The receipts of sugar were large at tlie 
end of the week and the movement thus far 
this week is more than twice as much as 
during the same week last year. Although 
the receipts were so heavy, the market con- 
tinued Arm. 



tons, against 1,249 tons in 1901.— Produce 
MarkeVa Review, Jan. 11. 



disposing of his entire output along the Rio 
Grande. — Daily Border News, 



Molasses. 

Holasses was steady at the end of the week 
for both open kettle and centrifugal goods. 
Syrups were nominal. 



Rice. 

Offerings were light in the rough rice mar- 
ket at the end of the week, receipts being 
composed of consignments to local mills. 
The demand was light for Japan but Hon- 
duras was steady with a good demand. Trad- 
ing was fairly liberal in clean rice at un- 
changed prices. 

• Sugar In London. 

The decline in the value of speculative 
beet continues, and although at one time a 
momentary recovery took place, it was fol- 
lowed by a greater disposition to sell on the 
part of both fabricants and speculators, ow- 
ing to the large excess produced in Austria 
daring December. As regards actual sugar 
at hand, or close at hand, there is still con- 
siderable anxiety to hold stocks, and the ex- 
pectation of fresh changes in the customs du- 
ties has been sufficient to uphold the present 
moderate range of prices, while to avoid pos- 
sible contingencies, heavy shipments of raw 
and refined are being made to this country. 
This fact, and the excess in production, will 
probably help to make the general position 
appear unfavorable for the next few months, 
though, of course, any considerable reduction 
in the beet sowings, or unexpected results 
from the bounty conference, would change 
the whole aspect of affairs. The present dull- 
ness in ths country is apparently being also 
felt in America, although stocks in that 
country are small and are at the moment 
only equal to the figures of the United King- 
dom; prices, however, steadily decline with- 
out any extraordinary pressure to force sales 
of the Cuban new crop. Cane sugar on the 
spot here has met with a better enquiry, 
both for refining and grocery kinds, the val- 
ue of crystallized raw being well maintained. 
The imports of this sugar to London for the 
week ending 9th Inst., amounted to 1,533 



Sugar Duties on and Off. 

By the removal of the duty on sugar from 
Cuba the American people are asked to con- 
sent to a loss of treasury revenues amount- 
ing about $50,000,000 a year and to con- 
tinue to pay an equivalent amount in the 
class of internal revenue imposts known as 
war taxes.. They are also asked to consent 
that some millions of acres of farming lands 
now profitably employed in growing sugar 
beets shall be turned back to the less profit- 
able growing of wheat and com, because 
of t^e free imtportation of Cuba's raw sugar 
product Some consolation for these heavy 
sacrifices in behalf of Cuba is held out to 
American farmers and war tax payers in 
the shape of a promise that the price of su- 
gar will be reduced to American consumers. 
Nobody believes this, however. The sugar 
trust, which has alk-eady taken time by the 
forelock by arranging to control the Cuban 
sources of supply, is not going to divide the 
profits with domestic consumers. It is not 
built that way. The price of sugar will re- 
main the same, duty or no duty on the 
Cuban output The only difference would be 
that with the duty taken off the government 
would lose $50,000,000 of annual revenue, 
the people would continue to pay $50,000,000 
a year in war taxes which could and should 
be abolished, and the domestic sugar prd- 
ducing interests in fifteen or twenty states 
of the Union would be driven out of busi- 
ness. And all for the benefit of Havemeyer 
and the trust. — American Economist, 



Hidalgo County, Texas, Sugar. 

We have received samples of sugar man- 
ufactured in Hidalgo county by our old 
friend. Sheriff John Closner, on his San 
Juan plantation, from cane raised there. The 
samples have been submitted to several lo- 
cal merchants who are sugar experts and 
all declare it to be of an excellent quality and 
equal to the best brought here from Louis- 
iana. It is very sweet and in appearance 
greatly resembles standard granulated su- 
gar, being but little darker. Mr. H. J. 
Savoy, sugar boiler. 

Mr. Closner should have no trouble in 



Beet«Sugar Industry of Denmark. 

Consul Freeman, of Copenhagen, under 
date of December 23, 1901, sends the follow- 
ing data relating to the beet-sugar industry 
of Denmark for the year 1900-1991: 

All beetsugar factories in Denmark are 
under one management, except that at Nyko- 
ping, Falster, which is a co-operative fac- 
tory; but as it sells all its product to the 
greater company, the beet sugar producers 
of Denmark are united as far as the market 
is concerned. The acreage under beet-root 
cultivation during the year was 30,000 acres, 
producing 398,000 tons oi beets, or about 13 
tons per acre. The total receipts for the 
year were 3,271,249 kroner ($876,695), and 
the bonps to beet growers amounted to $148,- 
606. 



Personal. 

Mr. Frank S. Warmoth, a son of Gtov. 
H. C. Warmoth, of the lower coast, was at 
the St Charles hotel on Tuesday. 

Messrs. W. S. Penick, Jr., and J. C. Ford, 
of Shreveport, La., who are extensive handl- 
ers of Louisiana sugar and sjn-ups, were at 
the Cosmopolitan hotel during the past week, 
having come down to take in the Carnival 
festivities. They are widely known among 
our sugar planters and are highly success- 
ful business men. 

Mr. Benj. H. Pring, of St James parish, 
where he owns and operates the Oneida plan- 
tation, was at the St Charles hotel on Wed- 
nesday and expects to stay through the Car- 
nival. He was accompanied by a gentleman 
from Texas and reported that he had lost 
some cane by the freeze but had succeeded 
in saving all that he had in windrow. 

Mr. T. A. Womack, manager of the Chats- 
worth plantation in East Baton Rouge par- 
ish, was at the Hotel Denechaud during the 
past week. Mr. Womack is one of the most 
thoroughly posted managers in the state. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark, of the Lagonda plan- 
tation in St Mary parish, was at the St 
Charles hotel on Thursday. 

Mr. Carroll Barton and Mrs. Barton, of 
the Magnolia plantation in Assumption par- 
ish, came up to the city during the past 
week to witness the Carnival festivities and 
made their headquarters at the St. Charles 
hotel. 
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WANTS. 



We wUI pablMi la thto colnan, frae of charg* aatll 
lartlMr notioe, tbe appllcatioaj of all auuiag«rt, •Ter- 
mtmtB, engtneerf md •ugar-aialMrf, md «tlMr« who 
mmy be seeking poeltloiM In tbe coontfir* and alio the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
class references . Alfbbd G anbl, care of the Chief, 
Donaldsonville, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 

81y to E. Lbobnobb, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
rleans. 



WANTED— A position as assistant OTerseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
DOBE BouDOiN, HahnTllle, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or ohemlst. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best referenoes. Prefer position In Louis- 
iana. Address W. 8.. care Louisiana Plamtbb. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienoed French engineer, graduate of 
the highest teohnloal school In Paris; was many years 
aupermtendent of a large factory in Europe. £xpe- 
rleaoed in manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time-keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
eoMe clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al referenoes as to honesty, abil- 
ity and expsrience. Address J* K., 8607 Carondelet 
street, New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as watchman on sugar planta- 
tion or in olty, bp young man of 22. Best referenoes 
famished. Address Watchman, Lauderdale, La. 
1-24-02 

WANTED— Position as centrifagal man for Cuba or 
Mexloo by a competent and experienced man. Address 
Job Sarano, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugaF making plant. Twelve years' experience. Best 
of references given. Address General Manager, 
89 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. • 1-20-03 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
':o superintend the canning of nrrupsand molasses. 
Must understand the business in all its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— A competent and experienced yQung man 
would like a position as manager of rice plantaaon or 
as overseer on a sugar plantation. Address L. E. S. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTEb— Position as blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienoed young man 25 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubrb. Lauderdale, La. 1-13-02 

WANTED— Petition by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Sugar Maker, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarifloatlon, with flrst-olass credentials , in 
Cuba or Mexioo. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspond enoe with par- 
ties In need of "all round'' men to take charge and sap- 
orintend sugar factory- in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
oxperienoed sugar boiler and chemist and familiar with 
•the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of ofQce and marketing crop In con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Rbfinbb, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South bv a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



WANTED — A clerical poaition on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years* experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsonville, 
La^ ; 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
Referencee : T. Bellissein, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Centerville. La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A poslUon as Manager on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and have had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement. Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanish. Address Maokay, care Louis- 
iana I*LANTBR. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler to go to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years' experience. Can 
furnish the best of referencee. Address W. 
Aucoin, Laura. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beudreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1902, poeltion by a single young man 
(2^) as book-keeper and general oflloe man or manager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a first-class double entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prao- 
tical experience. Gilt-edge references. Bond If re- 
quired. Address <* Enbbot." HahnvlUe, La. 12-23-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grooerv clerk 
(single) 24 years of age, educated in French and Eng- 
lish, good knowledge of book keeping, desires position 
of any kind. References from last employer: moderate 
salary. Address Competent No. 18. Ariel P. O.. La. 

12-26-01 

WANTED— Immediately, first-olass sugar boiler. 
Must be strictly sober and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 48766, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexloo or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-class man. strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Weiss, 
123 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a fiower and 
vegetable gardener. First-class references furnished. 
Address, JOSBph Diai^, care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonville^ 12-1^1 

WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for 1902 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four years 
experience. References furnished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles Max- 
well, 6222 Laurel St., New Orleans 12-12^)1 

WA^TED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both. 1 can furnish good references and 
and guamtee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
thlsofilce. 12-8^1. 

WANTED— Posltlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated In French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. 12^-9-01. 

WANTED— H^ad-overseer for sugar plantation in 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter^ 12-11-01 

WANTED— A compentent and experienced young 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-12-01. 

WANTED — By a young man 21 years of age, 
who has had eight years^ experience in wholesale 
hardware business, to purchase (in New Orleans) 
supplies for plantation. Address Habdwabb. care 
Louisiana Planter. 12-2-01 

WANTED — For season of 1902, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant overseer ; un- 
married; wages f40 per month. Address Sbcond 
Ovbbsbbb, English Turn, La. 11-21-01 



WANTED — Slt;uation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years* experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Bochelle, Hohen Solms, La. ],2-8-01 

WANTED— A position as first-class overseer. 
Twenty years' experience. Can fnmiah high refer- 
as to ability and sobriety. Address Nickblxs Forbt, 
785 Contl St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 



WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
. tlon. Can give good references and satisfaetorv 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 18 



years at place where now employed. 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 



Address, 
12-6-01 



WANTED — A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in country store or as 
overseer on a plantation. Has fouryears* experi- 
ence in modem culture. Address T; P. B.. Ber 
trandvllle. La. 12-2-01 

WANTED— At once, position as water tender, doaUe 
eflCeot man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar nouse worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale. La. 
P. N. Vbqas, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— Position bF manager of plantation store 
Young man, unmarried, good accountant and offloe 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, La. 

12-1401 



WANTED— Engagement as sugar maker after 
Dec. 24th. Address New Hope, care Louisiana 
Planter. 13-11-01. 

WANTED — A situation as overseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man 46 years old, very 
healthy and of good endurance. Can give fair 
reference. Address L. B., care C. C. Bills. Bilen- 
dale. La. 12-8-01 

WANTED — A situation as assistant overseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 1902 by a youns 
Am sober and Industrious and wlU 



married man. 
give my employer 
erences. Address 



,_ services. Can furnish ref- 
R. Nesom, Belle Alliance, La. 
11-28-01 



WANTED — Position as sugar boiler in Louisi- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Aduress 1006, this of- 
fice. J 

WANTED — A position as assistant or ovetseer 
on a sugar plantation for the crop of 1902 ; refer- 
ences furnished. Address W., Lucy P. O., La. 
11-25-01 

WANTED — ^Two first-class centrifugal men for 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repair 
work. All expenses paid going and coming from 
New Orleans with board and lodgin^r* Address L. 
D. DeBlanc, Plaquemine, La. 11-25-01 

WANTED — ^A voung man of 24, having a fairly 
good education, desires to act as a representative 
in New York City for any gentleman appreciating 
an energetic worker. Address Richabd f. Shabpi, 
446 West 33d St, New York. 11-26-01 

WANTED — By a sober and competent voung 
man, position for the coming season as assistant 
chemist in Cuba or Mexico, or would like to hear 
from party assuming chemical control of a sugar 
house. Understands clarification, etc. ; can fur- 
nish references from present employer. Address 
L. Labb, Dorceyvllle, La. 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer for 
the coming year. For references addrees Geo. W. 
McFall or A. Wilbert's Sons, Plaquemine, La. 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Feed A. Sobbal., 
Plaquemine, La. 11-27-01 

WANTED — ^A position as sugar boiler or assist- 
ant for coming Cuban or Mexican crop, by a com- 
petent and first-class man ; strictly sooer ; can re- 
fer to the largest sugar houses In Louisiana; at 
S resent boiling in Louisiana ; speaks Spanish. Ad- 
ress SuGAB Boileb^ Ridgefield Plantation, Thibo- 
daux. La. ax-29-01 

WANTED — ^A sugar house engineer, thoroufblv 
up to date in all branches ^^rtaining to the skill- 
ful operating of modern sugar houses and the eco- 
nomical manufacture of sugar will be open for en- 
gagement by Jan. 1st, 1902. Wish to arrange tot 
yearly position ; 32 /ears of age, 12 years oxprac- 
tical experience; references the very best. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Bbadfobd, 1158 Camp 
St., New Orleans. 11-29-01 

WANTED — ^A position as manager on a cane 
plantation for the coming year 1902, either in 
Cuba, Mexico or Louisiana ; 10 or 12 years* experi- 
ence ; good referencee from present and former em- 
ployers as to ability, character and sobriety: can 
command 26 or 50 good Italian laborers. Address 
F. O., this oflice. 11-18-01 
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The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The regular monthly meeting of this 
Association was held last Thursday even- 
ing at the meeting room of the Chamber 
of Commerce, corner of Union and Ca- 
rondelet streets, New Orleans There 
was a very good attendance including 
such representative planters as Henry 
McCall, John Dymond, L. S. Clark, L. 
M. Soniat, E. V. Weems, Frank Nicholls, 
G. G. Zenor, L. A. Becnel, Dr. Stubbs 
and several others. 

President Rost was in the chair Secre- 
tary Dykers at the desk and on motion 
duly made the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting -was dispensed 
with. The Secretary then read a com- 
munication received from the American 
Protective Tariff League, to which the 
Association belongs, relative to the an- 
nual dues for 1902, amounting to one 
hundred dollars, which was referred to 
the Executive Committee for attention. 

At the January meeting of the Asso- 
ciation a committee composed of Dr. W. 
C. Stubbs, Hon. John Dymond and Mr. 
L. M. Soniat was appointed to draw up 
suitable resolutions concerning the death 
of the late Treasurer of the Association, 
Mr. W. B. Schmidt. This committee 
announced the completion of its labors 
and submitted the following report : 

Whereas — Divine Providence has called 
from this world our late fellow member, Mr. 
William B. Schmidt, the members of the 
Louisiana tSoigar Planters' Association, in 
meeting assembled, desire to express their 
high appreciation of Mr. Schmidt's sterling 
integrity, great ability, untiring industry 
and conscientious devoUon ^to duty, and their 
profound regret at the great lose caused by 
his death, to his family, to our Association, 
to the community and to the State. There- 
fore, Be it 

Re80lvedr—Th9t in the death of Mr. Wm. 
B. Schmidt this Association loees one of its 
original and most distinguished members, 
one of its most faithful and eftective officers 
and our city and state* one of its most dis- 
tinguished and patriotic citizens.. 

Resolved Further— Th&t the memlbers of 
this Association sincerely sympathize with 
Mr. Schmidt's family in their great bereave- 
ment and Irreparable loss. 

Resolved — VhsA, a copy of these resolutions 
/be sent to the family of the deceased, to the 
daily papers and be spread upon the minutes 
of the Association. 

Wm. C. Stubbs, 
Leonce 'M. Soniat, 
John Dymond, 
Oommltttee. 



After the report had been read, on 
motion of Mr. F. W. Nicholls, it was 
unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

There being no other business be- 
fore the meeting the regular topic of the 
evening "The Freeze and Its Lessons" 
was taken up and President Rost called 
on the Hon. John Dymond to read a 
paper which he had prepared on this sub- 
ject. Mr. Dymond's paper, which ap- 
pears in full elsewhere in this issue, was, 
on motion duly made, received with 
thanks and ordered puiblished as a part 
of the proceedings. 

A second paper was presented by Mr. 
E. V. Weems which contained a large 
amount of interesting and valuable data 
concerning the effects of the December 
freeze and this paper was followed by a 
third paper by Mr. L. M. Soniat, of Iber- 
ville parish. All of the papers were re- 
ceived with thanks and ordered published 
and they appear in full elsewhere. 

The subject was then opened for dis- 
cussion and one of the most instructive 
and valuable discussions that have been 
held by the Association for many years 
took place. Among those who took part 
in it were Mr. Frank Nicholls, Hon. 
Henry McCall, Mr. E. V. Weems, Col. 
G. G. Zenor, Hion'. John Dymond, Mr. 
L. M. Soniat, and last, but not least, Dr. 
Stubbs, who talked at great length in an 
interesting vein and read extracts from 
a bulletin of the Association published 
some years ago which was particularly 
applicable and appropriate to the topic 
under discussion. A full stenographic 
report of the discussion will appear in 
our next issue. 

President Rost then called the atten- 
tion of the meeting to the fact that the 
next meeting of the Association would be 
the annual meeting at which the election 
of officers for the ensuing year would be 
held, and he also inquired if there were 
any suggestions concerning a topic for 
that meeting. Hon. Henry McCall pro- 
posed "The Economic Feeding of Planta- 
tion Stock under the present conditions 
of High Priced Grain" and, on motion 
duly made, this topic was adopted and 
will be discussed at the March meeting. 
The Association then adjourned. 



Tiie Cane Crop. 

Our advices from the country this week 
indicate that field work and planting 
operations are being pushed as actively 
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as possible. The wet weather which pre- 
vailed some ten days ago put a check to 
such operations as plowing and planting 
but all this has now been actively re- 
sumed and reports all agree that the seed 
cane is in first-class condition and that 
the outlook from an agricultural point of 
view is very encouraging for the com- 
ing crop.t The entire winter season has 
been favorable thus far to the preserva- 
tion of the stubble canes, the fall plant 
and the cane reserved for seed. 



Sugar Production in the Far East. 

In another part of this issue will be 
found an article on Peasant Life in Java, 
which we have taken from the columns 
of the Penang Gazette- As is well known, 
the island of Java,, which is under the 
control of the Dutch government, is now 
the largest, cane producing country in 
the world, the last crop there produced 
having reached 765,000 long tons. The 
.very interesting article herein referred 
to places the population of Java at 26 mil- 
lions, giving a considerable higher den- 
sity of population than that of England. 

The Dutch seem to have always been 
successful colonizers, and they have held 
the island of Java under such excellent 
control as to have made it a paying in- 
vestment to Holland ever since it came 
into their possession. The present enor- 
mous population of Java is of course 
one of the chief elements in the vary large 
sugar production of that island, simplify- 
ing, asut does, the labor problem which 
in other sugar countries is a matter of 
prime importance. Apart from this the 
quality of the land on the island 6i Java 
is extremely well adapted to thie produc- 
tion of sugar cane. In this respect it 
seems very similar to the Hawaiian Is- 
lands, and irrigation is the source of 
moisture in Java, as well as in Hawaii. 

The article is worth careful study by 
all those interested in the sugar industry, 
because of its possible application to our 
present attempt in carrying on a colonial 
government in the Philippine islands, 
which experience has already shown, are 
well adapted to the sugar industry, and 
could readily double or triple the present 
production of the island of Java, if the 
industry could be made profitable. It is 
true that the Philippines have an esti- 
mated population of but about 10 millions 
of people, but they are of the same race 
as the Javanese, that is of the Malay race, 
and the labor supply for any development 
of the sugar industry in the Philippines 
is ^erefore an assured fact. 

With a half million tons of cane sugar 
soon to be produced in the Philippines, 
with a half million tons already produced 
in the Hawaiian islands, with a hundred 
thousands tons,- and possibly a half mil- 
lion tons within ten years from Porto 



Rico ; with a million tons soon to come 
to us from Cuba, and with our own do- 
mestic production of cane sugar and of 
beet sugar within the limits of the states, 
our country is entirely assured of a com- 
petent sugar supply. Whether profitable 
or not, the supply promises to come to 
us any way, and perhaps some modus 
Vivendi can be reached, notwithstanding 
the saccharine avalanche that threatens 
us. Let us hope for the best. 



government bounty, direct or indirect, 
has been paid. 



Tlie Qerman Kartel. 

There was printed in the columns of 
the Planter lagt week a full descrip- 
tion of this famous trust, or combination 
in Germany, which of recent years has 
been so ettective in developing sugar 
production in Germany at the cost of the 
Germans. To express the effect of the 
Kartel in a few words, we may say that 
th*e German government pays a positive 
bounty on expof ts of German sugar. This 
for a long time enabled the German sugar 
manufacturers to constantly increase their 
output. The excessive production, how- 
ever, so reduced the prices of sugar 
throughout the world that it was found 
that the government bounty was inade- 
quate to maintain the German sugar in- 
dustry in any reasonably prosperous con- 
dition. Then the famous Kartel was 
formed. First, this involves the state- 
ment that the importation of foreign 
sugars into Germany is practically pro- 
hibited by the duties levied thereon ; sec- 
ondly, that a combination was made be- 
tween the producers of raw sugar and 
the refiners of sugar, through which it 
was agreed that a standard price for 95 
test sugar, yielding 88 per cent, pure 
white sugar, should be paid to the raw 
sugar manufacturer. They in turn agrees 
to sell their sugars to none other tnan 
those interested in the combination. The 
refiners then placed the prices of sugar 
so high that in Germany to-day the con- 
sumer pays about three times as much 
for pure white sugar as the English con- 
sumer pays within the limits of Great 
Britain for the same German sugar. The 
parties to the German Kartel, therefore, 
avail first of the practical prohibition of 
the importation of foreign sugars, next 
of the government bounty on home grown 
sugars exported, and with these two fac- 
tors in their favor, finding their business 
still unprofitable, they double or triple 
the price of sugar to the German con- 
sumer in order to be able then to export 
one-half of their production to England 
and to America, and at prices far below 
the cost of production. 

It is this artificial condition of things 
that the English government is now in- 
teresting itself in and which it threatens 
to correct by the imposition in England 
of countervailing duties on all sugars 
coming into England upon which any 



The National Sugar Beet Develop- 
ment Co. 

Mr. M. A. Lunn, known to our readers 
as an occasional correspondent of this 
journal and as editor some years ago of 
a beet sugar journal in Nebraska, is now 
the general manager of the National Su- 
gar Beet Development Co., located cor- 
ner 1 6th and California streets, Denver, 
Colorado. Mr. Lunn's company has re- 
cently published a booklet which is a 
prospectus of the sugar beet groovers* 
record. This record is a plan of book- 
keeping and perhaps diary combined, by 
which the actual cost of sugar beet pro- 
duction may be ascertained and the lead- 
ing features of the work suggested. 

To promote an intere^ in the work a 
series of premiums are offered for the 
greatest and succeeding successes. 

Mr. Lunn has done excellent work in. 
the beet sugar industry already and we 
hope his new venture will 'be a success. 
The wonderful advantages that Colorado 
possesses for beet sugar production are 
gradually becoming appreciated. We be- 
lieve that many a Colorado desert will 
be made to blossom like a rose with 
thousands of fields of beets. Fourteen 
years ago the editor of diis journal an- 
nounced in Denver the wonderful pos- 
sibilities of Colorado in sugar beet pro- 
duction. His statements then made are 
now being verified by the successful beet 
sugar factories already inaugurated and 
another decade will demonstrate that the 
wealth of Colorado lies as largely in her 
fields as in her mines. 



January Weather Elsewhere. 

In our last issue we gave a resume of 
weather conditions in New Orleans and 
in St. James parish during January just 
passed. We now have before us the data 
as to January weather in Maine. This 
other extreme of the United States may. 
perhaps, by its low temperatures, make 
us appreciate all the better the balm}" 
January breezes that we enjoy down here 
on the Gulf coast. Our Maine data comes 
from the Maine Agricultural Experiment 
Station. 

The average or mean temperature for 
January was 17 F.; the average for 34 
years, 16 F. The highest temperature 
recorded during January was 47 F., Jan. 
22, and the lowest, 16 degrees below 
zero on Jan. 20. 

There were but four fair days in Janu- 
ary. Think of this and the advantages 
you enjoy, residents of fair Louisiana, 
where the average January temperature 
during the last 28 years has been 54 F. 
as shown by the New Orleans Station. 
In New Orleans the freezing point was 
not reached in January, 1902. - 
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Ascension. 

(SPECIAL C0RRB8P0KDEMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

This has been carnival week, and the dis- 
plays and feBtivities incidental to the gay 
season preceding fhe figurative sack-cloth 
and ashes of Lent have monopolised the 
time and attention of people of all classes 
to such an extent that plantation news is al- 
most an unknown quantity, aptly described 
by the popular slang phrase, "Nothing do- 
ing." The wet spell "let up" before the end 
of last week, and there was no rain from 
Friday until yesterday (Wednesday), when 
the clouds returned and a slight drizzle took 
place during the afternoon. The clouds are 
still with us, 'but in a less degree, and to 
the unprofessional eye the indications seem 
fair for good weather. The temperature 
keeps cool and quite equable for the season, 
a condition that is generally considered de- 
sirable until the periods of danger from the 
prevalence of severe freezes or killing frosts 
are past. Just as soon as possible it may be 
taken for granted that the field forces of 
the plantations will be marshalled in battle 
array and urged forward in the irrepressible 
conflict — the work of breaking ground, ex- 
terminating the unfruitful renmants of last 
year's growths encumbering the land, and 
planting the seed that is to spring forth 
again from the soil as the germ and harbing- 
er (let us fhope) of abun-dant and profitable 
crops for the year of our Lord, 1902. 

One of the gravest questions confronting 
our planters and farmers is that of the labor 
supply. The scarcity of hands, wbich was 
such a serious drawtmck last season and in 
many instances the principal cause of the 
unsatisfactory outcome — certainly ranking 
next to low prices of cane products — threat- 
ens to continue and even to become accen- 
tuated, and unless some recruiting source of 
labor supply not now in evidence can 'be de- 
veloped, a repetition of the past grin-ding's 
difficulties dn still more aggravated form 
will probably confront us at the advent of 
this year's harvest campaign. 

E. D. l.»eche, well-known as a sugar and 
rice planter in the parishes of Iberville and 
St. James, bas extended his operations to 
Ascension this year and will raise rice on 
Judge Henry L. Duffel's Woodstock planta- 
tion, which has been leased for the purpose. 
The rice outlook is, by many, considered 
more favorable than that for sugar, and If 
the season is propitious, Jjouisiana will 
doubtless largely increase her big l&Ol out- 
put of this cereal. It is already confidently 
predicted that the Donaldsonville rice mill 
will handle a much larger quanftity of the 
product than last season, and the investors 
in this enterprise are confidently 'hopeful of 
earning a neat dividend from the coming 
harvest 

Donaldson vi lie's carnival celebration was 
a sreat success, aMractin^ the presence and 
partkjipatton of many thousands of people 



from the surrounding country. "Roi, the 
Rice Kin^ and Heir Presumptive to the 
Throne of Caneland," held undisputed sway 
for- two bright and- beautiful days in the 
progressive and attractive capital of 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since last report there has been quite a 
drop in the temperature, the thermometer 
registering as low as 26 degrees at some 
points in the parish, and tihere was ice on 
Monday and Tuesday mornings. Planting 
and plowing was resumed on Monday, 
though we think the ground almost too wet 
for either. Reports about the seed cane are 
all favorable and the prospects for a large 
planting are unusually good. So far tbere 
has been no difficulty about advances and 
no planting property will be brought under 
the hammer this winter, not so much ow- 
ing to possibilities of profits to be made out 
of sugar cane under existing circumstances, 
as to the adaptability of our soil for other 
crops. 

Mr. Wm. Robertson, of Plaquemine, finiefti- 
ed planting on his part of the Hunter's 
Lodge this week, getting in something over 
sixty acres. He says the seed was good 
all the way. 

Mr. Josepb Ruiz, of Assumption parish, 
by his cash offer for a little iplace on Bayou 
Jacob has set a new valuation on lands in 
that section. Small farms are in demand 
in these parts. 

Messrs. Cyrile Babin and Henry Guey- 
nard, prominent rice planters of the 5th 
ward, were at Plaquemine this week. They 
say that if tbe drainage commissioners per- 
sist in ftheir move to require planters to 
leave out 30 feet on each side of the Com- 
munity canal and bayou Brand, a great and 
unnecessary hardship will be inflicted on 
them and a numlber of their neighbors. 

A sad accident befell Mr. Frederick Baist, 
of Plaquemine, the president of the L. Baist 
Cooperage Company, Limited, of Plaquemine, 
and well and favorably known among the 
planting fraternity, last Saturday, by which 
one of his arms was broAcn. 

This has been a month of weddings, and 
among the number that of Mr. Harry Miller 
the clever manager of the" Chopin plantation 
of the A. Wilbert's Sons L. & S. Co., on 
Bayou Sorrell, to Miss Maud Grass, daughter 
of the late Adolph Grass, was celebrated last 
Monday, and a few days before Mr. Ignace 
Babin, a sterling young man of ine &th ward, 
and a member of the planting firm of Babin 
Bros., of iSt. Gabriel, was married to Miss 
Mary Saurage, a daughter of Mr. Alex Saur- 
age, of Point Pleasant. 

Mr. Austin Babin, merchant and planter 
of the 4th wara and a good citizen, was 
buried on the 6th dnst., at St. Gabriel. Mr. 
Babin at one time conducted a com/mission 
business at New Orleans. 

Mr. Claiborne Booksh, aged &6 years. 



prominent as a ma&ager for many years, and 
brother of Messrs. George W., James E. and 
Frederick S. Booksh, of Iberville, was buried 
on Bayou Grosse-tete last Thursday. 

Mrs. Nelson Labarre, nee Landry, of White 
Castle, was laid to rest this 'week. 

The widow and heirs of the late John H. 
Randolph recently sold two and a h^lf sec- 
tions of timber land to Messrs. Sebastian 
Hiriart and James L. Barker, of Plaquemine, 
for $6,500,. Iberville. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is a little more Jubilant spirit evi- 
denced among the farmers now than has been 
for the past ten days. This change is brought 
about by the change in the weather. We 
have had but little rain but the weather has 
been cloudy and cold and unifit for outdoor 
work. There was about eight days that the' 
weather was very disagreeable, heavy fogs 
with mist during the day accompanied with 
a very chilly wind from the northeast. The 
sun came out brightly yesterday (Monday) 
morning and it has been clear ever since. 
It i^ill remains cold but not cold enough to 
damage anything. Rice farmers are hustl- 
ing with their crop preparations and the 
canal men are putting in double time on 
their canals and pumping plants to have 
them in readiness for early irrigation. The 
rice acreage will be immense this year. 
Every acre of available land has been taken 
up and mules and implements have been 
secured to put it in rice. Were the land 
available there would be double the acreage 
planted that will be. The demand for rice 
land is as great now as it was early in the 
fall, but there is none to be had. There are 
about twenty wells being put down in this 
immediate neighborhood for the purpose 
of irrigating rice and the numlber may be 
doubled if the material can be had in time 
to do the work. The cane acreage will be 
greatly reduced this year and instead of a 
yield of 70,000 to 80,000 tons in this com- 
munity, the amount that should be grown 
this year, there will be a scant possibility of 
40,000 tons. The local mills and the I. & V. 
Railway handled an approximate of 76,000 
tons of cane in the season 1901-02, it is safe 
to figure one-third of that short at least. 
There are any number of small planters that 
will cultivate their stubble but will not 
make any planting at all. Many of them 
will plow out their stubble entirely and will 
put in com where they had cane last year. 
CJorn is DOW selling for $1.25 per barrel and 
80 barrels can easily be raised per acre. The 
corn acreage will be greatly increased over 
tlwut of last year. It is safe to estimate an 
increase of at least &0 per cent in the com 
acreage for this year. The cotton acreage 
will not be affected to any extent one way 
or the other. If anything there will be a 
slight falling off on account of the immense 
increase in the rice acreage, which affects 
cotton more than either cane or corn. 
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The Abbeville rice mill is having incrtalled 
a complete Bystem for the uae of fuel oil. 
The Tate-Jones Corapany, of New Orleans, is 
doing the work. , It is reported that this 
mill will also add a chaS or attrition mill 
to grind up the chaff and will discontinue to 
burn it. The Hunter Canal Company. Lim- 
ited, operating about 50 miles of irrigating 
canale in this parish, has closed with the 
Waters-Pierce Oil Company to furnish oil 
for their immense plants on Vermilion 
river in Vermilion parish and on the Hous- 
ton river in Calcasieu parish for a term of 
one year^ This company which owns and 
operates the Houston river canal in Calca- 
sieu parish will use about 20.000 barrels of 
oil during the pumping season. P. C. M. 

West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the -past few days has 
been extremely favorable for farm work, 
and the farmers have availed themselves of 
the opportunity. 

Deep wells for rice irrigation seem to be 
the order of the day and, In a short time, 
all farmers owning their rice lands will 
sink wells for that purpose. 

Your correspondent was in conversation 
witfh Mr. W. D. (Spencer a few days ago and 
an*)ng other things he said: "Two of the 
three wells which I have contracted for are 
down and are both flowing a beautiful stream 
of water, the firet being 288 feet deep and 
the second 270, while the third will be about 
270, which, I believe, from all Indications, 
will also flow." 

Fully 76 per cent of the wells sunk in this 
immediate sectioh are flowing wells, which 
require a great deal less power to pump 
from than jfchose that do not fiow, thereby 
decreasing the actual expenses very ma- 
terially. 

Frank Fisher, another of Gueydan's suc- 
cessful rice planters, is having two 124nch 
wells sunlt on his farm. Mr. Fisher is a 
believer in well water for the irrigation of 
rice. 

We have been informed that the Hunter 
eaiial people are going to sink deep wells 
in order to insure them against salit water. 
This is, indeed, a capital Idea, for undoubt- 
edly you can not raise rice with salt water. 

Mr. Babbitt, civil engineer of the Oueydan 
Drainage Canal is now making a boat tour 
through White and Grand Lakes in order to 
ascertain the direct route of the main canal. 
We look with eagerness to the completion 
of this canal as it will give us a direct out- 
let to the Gulf, which will admit of boat 
traffic. 

We have been reliably informed that the 
McClure Bros, have alrtody begun the plant- 
ing of their mammoth rice crop. We con- 
sider it rather early to plant rice yet awliile, 
as we are very likely to have several cold 
snaps during the latter part of this month, 
which will injure, if not kill, all rice that 
-will be up. However, should we miss these 



cold snaps which we have been in the habit 
of getting for the past Ave years, the man 
who plants his rice now will undoubtedly 
get the highest market price for it 

We were told by George B. Favinger, man- 
ager of the American warehouse of Guey- 
dan, that he has noticed that the rices which 
he has shipped from this point are far 
superior to those raised in other districts, 
and he attributes this sfuperiority to the 
fact that this section is much better watered 
than the majority of other rice sections, 
and it is also the opinion of your cor- 
respondent, that it takes a great deal of 
good, fresh water to raise a good grade of 
rice. "X. P." 



Avoyelles. 

(special cobrbspomdbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After a long delay, the weatiier has im- 
proved su-^iently to enable the planters to 
resume plowing and general field work. The 
10th instant was fair and co.d, the rtempera- 
ture being down to 28 degrees early in the 
morning and the ground was frozen to the 
depth of a half an inch, but not deep enough 
to affect stubble or plant cane, except pos- 
sibly on some places where the land was 
not well drained. If the weather should 
continue fair for ten days or more, the plant- 
ers and farmeite of this section of the coun- 
try will succeed in getting a large area of 
land ready for the reception of seed, besides, 
in all probability, doing some com i>lanting. 
I learn that Messrs. ICelly & Phillips success- 
fully planted over one hundred acres of cane 
during the splendid spell of weather which 
prevailed last month. These progressive 
planters have a heavy acreage of first and 
second years' stubble on their Star planta- 
tion which was formerly the east half of the 
Powhontas plantation. Besides all this, 
there is a large acreage of stubble and 
plant cane on Mr. Phillips' Home planta- 
tion at Barbreck, which is now under the 
able management of Mr. Millburn. 

Mr. John O'Qulnn, of St. Landry parish, 
called in this week and stated to the writer 
that he woulct increase his acreage to cane 
this year. Mr. O'Qulnn Is the proprietor of 
a neat, up-todate syrup factory which he 
had erected last year, and at which he man- 
ufactured a quantity of fine syrup last fall. 
Mr. O'Qulnn informed me that he found no 
difficulty whatever in disposing of every 
barrel of syrup that he had to spare at $16.00 
a barrel, and that he could just as easily 
have disposed of three hundred barrels at 
the same price if he had been able to fur- 
nish them. 

Chas. Neus, a colored farmer of this place, 
made a remarkable showing with the means 
at his disposal in the manufacture of a fine 
grade of syrup during the past fall and win- 
ter. Neus has a small three-roller mill and 
pan, with all needed fixtures for his pur- 
poses, and he economically makes the best 
grade of goods. Last week Neus finished 
syrup making by working up six tons of 



St. Jan;ies--RIght Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBEBPOKDKNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The indications now are that we will !» 
favored with a spell of dry weather unless 
it should happen that the heavy frost of 
this morning should be followed by two 
more, and then bring a rain, which would be 
in accordance with the old adage? 'three 
frosts and a rain." Under the influence of 
the glorious sunshine now prevailing the 
planters and overseers have put on extra 
steam so as to rush field work as mudh as 
possible but they are somewhat handicapped 
by the scattered condition of labor. It looks 
as though the general order of things has 
been reversed to a considerable extent this 
year, for, instead of the planters and, over- 
seers flocking to New Orleans and Donald- 
sonville for the Carnival celebrations, they 
stayed at home and attended to business 
while the lahorers seemed to have botli 
money and the inclination to take a holiday 
of several days duration. It is to be hoped 
that they will return to their homes and 
resume work within a day or two as their 
services are urgently required. The land 
is not yet thoroughly dry, uut plowing is 
possible in many locations and also cane 
planting. Everything that has already been 
planned €ftiows vitality and willingness to 
grow, and if the elements permit there will 
shortly be a verdant display above the sur- 
face of the earth. Upon closer inspection 
it has become plainly evident that no dam- 
age was done by the cold weather of the 
winter. Fruit trees and orange trees which 
are so very susceptible to cold, already yield 
to the influence of a milder temperature 
and are showing healthy sprouts. Thougfh 
very littie field work has been accomplished 



cane which had been in the windrow since 
the 10th of last December, and strange to 
say, this wind rowed lot was found when 
taken up to be perfectly sound and appa^ 
ently as sweet and juicy as It was when cut, 
and when it was ground it was found to be 
very rich in sugar and required very little 
cooking to convert it into golden syrup. It 
is said that the care taken when windrowing 
this splendid lot of cane is the reason why 
it kept in such splendid condition. 

Mr. W. W. Wright, from near DennettB- 
ville. In Rapides parish, called on the writer 
this week. -Mr. Wright says that the farm- 
ers have been delayed in their field work in 
this locality by the late 6pell of cold weather. 
This will be Mr. Wright's second year at 
farming in the sunny South, and for a young 
man not acquainted 'with the crops grown 
and the methods of farming in this section, 
he made a decided hit. He likes our cli- 
mate and knows how to turn the soil to ad- 
vantage. 

The morning of the 11th was bright and 
clear, with the temperature at 27 degrees, 
and there was a heavy frost on the ground 
and the ponds and pools of water were cov- 
ered with a coating of ice. Erin. 
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owing to weather conditions^ yet much has 
been done in the other departments attached 
to the plantation. Although the last cam- 
paign was one which brought so many heavy 
losses, yet there will not ^e many planta- 
tion changes in our parish. Everybody has 
evidently determined to cultivate this ycar'e 
crop as cheaply as possible and to live as 
economically as possible 

Mrs. J. Vegas, of Richland plantation, ac- 
companied her sister, Mrs. Moseby, to New 
Orleans, where the little son of the latter 
lady was operated upon at the New Orleans 
Sanitarium. St. James. 



St. James— Left Bank. 

(SFRCIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

According to our expectations when last 
writing, the weather kept up 'gloomy and 
rainy during the greater part of lastvweek 
and it was not until Saturday that signs 
developed of a change for the better, and 
Sunday, though like the other dismal days, 
finally cleared and a bright afternoon was 
enjoyed, followed by a cold wave Monday, 
affording us a fine day; Tuesday also brought 
a cold spell wirti it, but to-day (Wl^nesday) 
the atmosphere has greatly modified, and 
cloudiness prevails accompanied by a little 
east wind, in fact all the indications point 
to the apiproach of a series of the same 
weather we have had for the past two weeks. 
Whilst the weather has been very unfavor- 
able, still during the past week we have not 
liad much rain, and thus the excessive damp- 
ness has somewhat disappeared and even 
OQT public thoroughfares that had become 
almost impassable have become better and 
so traflte has been resumed with more ac- 
tlrity. Monday the planters resumed work 
on their places, that is, those who thought 
their lands dry enough to do so; those that 
are well advanced in their work are in haste 
to conclude and those somewhat backward 
are hurrying to catch up lost time. The 
rice planters are busy preparing lands, 
draining ditches, etc., so as to have their 
rice sown as early as possible. Mr. Louis 
LeBourgeois, our sheriff, has leased the Tip- 
pecanoe plantation from Mrs. Mary Jacobs- 
hagen, and is going to plant the place iii 
rice. These lands have always been splen- 
did for the culture of rice, and having been 
planted in cane and corn for several years 
are in good condition for a rice crop this 
year. Mr. Chas. Tircuit will again cultivate 
the Alta Villa rice lands this year, having 
always been very successful since he has 
rented them. This year he is to move his 
family on this bank and reside in the Alta 
Villa residence. Mr. O. Tanguis is cultivat- 
ing the back lands of Model Farm into rice 
again this year, leasing them from the new 
owner, Mr. Dumez. Mrs. E. Tanguis and 
son-in-law, Mr. Lasseigue, are making rice 
at Smoke Bend, at the same place that was 
formerly cultivated by the Plaisance and 
Tanguis Co. Besides looking after these 
principal crops mentioned, all are prepar- 



ing lands for the corn and pea crops, as, 
owing to the great deficiency of last year's 
crop, the acreage this year will be doubled 
almost everywhere, the price for feed be- 
ing actually exhorbltant. 

Death has again visited our locality, Fri- 
day night claiming as its victim Miss Lillle 
Lambremont, a charming and accomplished 
young lady of Convent. She had been suf- 
fering from rheumatism for about a week, 
but her death was caused by failure of the 
heart and was very sudden. A complete 
gloom is cast over the parish by such an 
unexpected blow. 

We find we were somewhat in error last 
week in stating that Mr. B. H. Pring's 
Oneida place was to be under a different 
manager this season. The present incum- 
bent of the office of manager on Oneida, 
who has been in that position for several 
years, will remain, as he is too highly 
thought of by his employers for any change 
to be made, last week we inadvertantly 
stated that Mr. R. Morgan would this year 
become the manager. Convent. 



Trade Notes. 

The Furnace Bagasse Burner. — Elsewhere 
in this issue we publish a full-page adver- 
tisement of this remarkable invention which 
has given such very satisfactory results all 
over this State. It involves an entirely new 
principle in bagasse burning and is perhaps 
the most raaical departure that has so far 
been made in the work of burning bagasse. 
The scattering device Is an Ingenious and 
most valuable adjunct to these burners and 
they are said to have no equal for efficiency 
and economy of fuel. The special hollow 
blast bars constitute also an additional (merit 
of the furnaces. The automatic device which ^ 
scatters the bagasse over the entire grate 
surface insures the utilization of every ounce 
of heat energy contained in the bagasse. 
The same furnaces equipped with oil burn- 
ers can be used when the mill is stopped or 
in connection with the bagasse when the 
mills are running. Burners can be used in 
'any tjrpe of boiler, and they are recom- 
mended by some of the largest sugar plant- 
ers In Louisiana and Texas. 



Whitney Iron Works. — ^We take pleasure 
in calling attntion to the double-page adver- 
tisement elsewhere in this Issue of this well- 
known establishment, which possesses splen- 
did facilities for the manufacture of sugar 
maohinery. They are equipped to turn out 
castings of the heaviest kind and make all 
their own patterns. Their forging shops 
are supplied with every facility for heavy 
forging, and the machine shops equipped 
with machinery especially designed for .their 
work. The large capacity of the Whitney 
mills, their excellent design and construc- 
tion and immunity from breakage have built 
up a reputation for them all over the sugar 
producing world. Their Marshall crushers 
are guaranteed to double the capacity of any 
mill and are manufactured in different sizes 



to fit all styles and sizes of mills. They 
have equipped the large factories of the Cha- 
parra, Francisco and Damuji Siigar Com- 
panies in the Istand of Cuba with mills and 
crushers, and many of the houses In this 
State and In Mexico are also supplied "^Ith 
their machinery. They Invite correspond- 
ence, which should be addressed to 861 
Tchoupitoulas street. New Orleans. 



The Buffalo Fors:e Co. 

This enterprising corporation that makes 
nearly everything in iron, and whose adver- 
tisement appears in our columns, recently 
resorted to a very novel and effective plan 
of advertising. A large number of the com- 
pany's travelling men had been called into 
Buffalo for a conference as to the business 
outlook, what goods were wanted, etc., etc. 
By a happy inspiration, the management got 
these men of the road all together and had 
them pfhotographed, and the Buffalo Express 
of January 19 contains an excellent half tone 
showing the whole outfit. This collection of 
40 or 50 bright, able, earnest and effective 
workers shows at once to what the Buffalo 
Forge Company owes the enormous develop- 
ment of its business during recent years. 
Blood will tell, and the Buffalo Forge Co. 
has certainly secured a company of thorough- 
breds to aid it in securing the trade of the 
world. 



Qeorsria Broom Corn. 

Mr. W. L. Poole, of Cochran, Ga, has 
sent to the Savannah News samples of 
broom corn which he has grown on his 
place. This corn, the evergreen variety, ma- 
tured in • less than three months without 
fertilizer or plowing in drills. The straw 
measures from twenty to twenty-eight inches 
— much longer than is required for the aver- 
age broom. It is of good variety, and with 
more care and plowing would have been 
much heavier. It requires three quarts of 
seed to an acre. An average land will pro- 
duce from 600 to 1,000 pounds to the acre. 
The present price ranges from six to eight 
cents a pound. Cultivation and gathering 
cost but little. The seed and stalk are used 
for feed. The seed can be cropped out with 
a home-made contrivance. It is to be 
planted when Indian corn is planted,, and 
will make on any good land. 



Personal. 



Mr. H. Patout, a prominent Louisianian. 
came down from his home in Patoutville 
on Thursday last and put up at one of our 
leading hotels. He spent some time at- 
tending to business and mingling with his 
city friends. 

Hon. Henry McCall, of the EJvan Hall plan- 
tation in Ascension parish, was in the city 
on a visit a few days ago. 

. Hon. Walter A. O'Neill, of the Linwood 
plantation near Franklin, La., came up to 
the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. 
O'Neill made his headquarters at the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel while he was in town. 
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FOREIGN LETTERa 



Berlin. 

( spec i al* corbesponden ce. ) 

Berlin, Jan. 26, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather U generally designated aa 
unseasonable on account of inclemencies oc- 
curring now and (then, but this year it Is of 
an extraordinary type for its mildness which 
has continued agi^in during the week under 
review, and the lartter "has been more spring- 
like (than many 4t Its predecessors, for on 
some rainless dafys with patches of blue 
sky, there has befn not the faintest idea of 
January which in these climates generally 
is the month of the hardest winter. This 
weather is. In general, greatly annoying to 
the farmers wlio urgently long for hard frost 
and snow, -but In some instances it seemS 
to have given satisfaction in a certain 
measure, for in dry and high sites they have 
set the plow In motion in order to accom- 
plish some preparatory field work. This is 
for the present a large advance as com- 
pared with former years, but will this ad- 
vance be maintained? Under the present 
abnormal meteorological influences vegeta- 
tion is making already big strides in ad- 
vance, but what when winter really sets in? 
This Question is raised by the farmers of 
all central Europe, the winter being every- 
where of an unusually mild character. Only 
in Russia it- seems that a reaction has set 
in, a colder (temperature and snow falls 
being reported from that quarter. As to 
the extent of the next beet sowings, noth- 
ing definite, of course, is known yet, but , 
the opinion is taking ground more and more 
that a marked reduction will be effected. 
In Germany and Russia the sugar manu- 
facturers in tiheir different meetings have 
pronounced to that effect; in the latter 
country they "have even pledged themselves 
to reduce the sowings by about 25 per cent, 
whilst in the other countries it is thought 
that the low prices which the manufactur- 
ers are able to pay will deter the farmers 
from beet growing. Anyway the import- 
ance of the next sowings is a vital question 
for the sugar growing interests and every 
sensible producer of sugar ought to sup- 
port the efforts planned in European beet 
countries for the establishment of normal 
conditions in the sugar market. 

The bounty conference is at the time be- 
ing still in session at Brussels. There is 
little known about the deliberations of the 
delegates, but the general impression is that 
the conference will be a failure on account 
of the attitude taken by France, which, by 
the way, was not difficult to prophesy. But 
the principal question is, what will Eng- 
land do when this case arrives? Will she 
levy a countervailing duty? Will she al- 
low a rebate of duty to her West Indian 
colonies, or what else will she propose to do? 
But whatever may be the outcome of the 
whole affair It l» very awkward to take In 
hand the solution of a question which neces- 



sarily must disturb industry and commerce 
at a time when the markets of the world are 
In a decidedly hopeless condition. 

•Since several months negotiations have 
been carried on with a view to renew and, 
at the same time, to revise the agreement 
serving as a basis of the Austrian kartel. 
In these latter days these negotiations s^em 
to have resulted in a satisfactory solution 
of the question, and as reported the normal 
price paid- hy the refineries to the raw sugar 
manufacturers Is raised to 32 krones for 100 
kilograms, whilst it formerly amounted to 
30 krones only ($2.50 and $2.12 respective- 
ly). ,Thus the principal hlnderance to a 
new arrangement has been cleared out of 
th(B way and it is next to certain that an 
agreement for another five years will be 
signed by the parties concerned. 

One of the largest branch societies of beet 
sugar In Genoany Is that of Brunswick- 
Hanover. The sugar factories belonging to 
that society have just closed the beet cam- 
paign? for 1901-02 with an amount of beets 
worked of 3,181,645 tons as against 2,686,300 
tons last year, showing by the Increase of 
about 5O0,O0h0 tons, in what a remarkable 
measure the beet crop of the present cam- 
paign is superior to that of last year. The 
Increase of the crop of those provinces 
amounts to aJbout 20 per cent, whilst the beet 
sowings have only been larger to the extent 
of 6 or 7 per cent. True, the quality and 
consequently the yield in the factory Is not 
quite as good as last year, when it reached 
tae highest figures ever recorded, but the 
difference in favor of last year Is trifling 
and not at all sufficient to outweigh the In- 
crease of the yield to the acre. 

Some time ago I Informed you of the raw 
sugar factories having succeeded in getting 
a lower freight tariff for sugar destined for 
exportation. Recently the "sucraterles," 
that Is the molasses working establishments 
also petitioned for a lower tariff for mo- 
lasses directed to them, especially on the 
ground that molasses employed for agri- 
cultural purposes is carried at a lower rate. 
This petition, however, has not been com- 
plied with because of the fear that any fa- 
cilities granted to the sucrateries would be 
likely to result in an increased production 
of molasses sugar which would weigh on 
the already overstocked markets. 

The following figures will convey an idea 
of the unfavorable course of statistics up 
to December 31st in Germany, Austria and 
France: The production during this period 
amounted to 4,173,282 tons (as against 3,- 
713,199 tons, plus 460,083 tons) ; the imports, 
always of little account, have been about 
the same as last year, viz., 42,275 tons and 
43,631 tons respectively. Exportation has 
increased from 1,056,502 tons last year to 
1,112,868 tons in 1901-02, an increase of 71,- 
3*66 tons; consumption, however. Is falling 
off, from 762,287 tons In 1900-01 to 725,604 
tons during the present campaign ( — 36,- 
683 tons), whilst the flnal stocks with 2,- 
984,862 tons as against 2.504,648 tons show 



the large increase of about 480,000 tons 
which certainly will be added to In the next 
few months. 

The markets have been quiet at the be- 
ginning of the week, but later on developed 
much activity, a certain amount of life being 
Imparted to the trade by EJngland continuing 
her purchases on a large scale, with a view 
to prepare for another rise of the sugar 
duties, which now seems to be almost cer- 
tain. Also the news from the Brussels con- 
ference furnished an Inducement for opera- 
tion both speculative and legitimate. Un- 
der these circumstances many transactiona 
were brought ai>out, and as also higher quo- 
tations were called from America the prices, 
which had improved during the preceding 
week could maintain the advance and in 
some instance gain also a fraction. At 
Magdeburg they close for 88 per cent sugars 
(actual) at M. 7.35—7.65, whilst delivery 
January fetched M. 6.60 at Hamburg f. o. b. 
Tendency and pr'ices for refined are un- 
changed. Robert Hexnio. 



Havana. 

(special correspondence.) 

Havana, Feb. 8, 1»02. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to the continuance 
of steady quotations In London and New 
York, an active demand still prevailed at 
this place and planters were able to dispose 
of about 200.000 bags centrifugals, SZ^ to 97 
test, at from 1.76 M? to 1.96 cents per pound. 
Though prices ruling at present still fail to 
cover manufacturing expenses, planters pre- 
fer to accept them rather than retain their 
sugars, a scheme that mlg^t perhaps cause 
them heavier losses further on. In spite of 
the comparatively large sales effected dur- 
ing the past two weeks, stocks at all the 
warehouses on the Island are fast Increas- 
ing, on account of the unimportance of ex- 
ports; receipts In January amounted to 150,- 
000 tons, which show an Increase of 36,000 
tons over those of the samie month last year, 
and exports during same, aggregated only 
25,000 tone. 

During the first week of February 350,000 
bags of sugar were received at shipping ports 
and as several more plantations have since 
commenced grinding. It Is likely that next 
week receipts will be still larger. Several 
large vessels have been recently chartered 
and it Is likely that exports will soon be 
more considerable than heretofore. 

Crop Reports — Fine weather having con- 
tinued to prevail, crop operations are being 
actively pushed over the whole island with 
satisfactory results, as far as the density in 
the juice Is concerned, althougli the yield 
of the cane continues to show a decrease. 
Of the 169 plantations, reckoning large and 
small factories, that are announced to grind 
this year, 157 are already under way against 
143 last year; but the discouragement in 
some localities for the prosecution of the 
crop and preparation for spring plantings 
is more and more evident. It has already 
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been reiported that owing to the low ruling 
pri<;e6, eeveral planters in the province of 
Matanzas are seriously contemplating to atop 
grinding at once, wliich the civil governor 
of said province has stated to the mili- 
tary governor, notifying him in the mean 
time that if said determination were car- 
ried to effect, several thousand men would be 
thrown out of employment and their fam- 
ilies deprived of all means of subsistence, 
which would surely .promote serious con- 
flicts and requesting him to submit the ques- 
tion to the consideration of the Secretary 
of War, at Washington, who Is under the 
obligation of remedying the evil, since it 
has been created during the period of the 
United States intervention. 

It is also said that owing to the lack of 
rains in October, the total crop may be small- 
er than it was originally estimated and the 
decrease may be larger if no favorable ac- 
tion is takem soon at 'Washington to prevent 
planters from stopping work. 

The 169 plantations that are to grind this 
year are located as follows: In the district 
of Matanzas, 31; in that of Cardenas, 27; 
in that of Havana, 25; in that of Cienfuegos, 
21; in that of Sagua la Grande, 20; in that 
of Caibarion. 12; in that of Guantanamo, 
11: in that of ManzaniUa, 8; in that of 
Santiago de Cuba, 4; in that of Gibara, 4; 
in that of Nuovitas, 3; and in those of 
Tunas de Zaza, Trinidad and Santa Cruz del 
Sur, 1 in each. T. D. 



Havana. 



(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market.— Th^ reported advance in 
quotations for beet sugar in London and a 
more active demand at advancing prices for 
eane sugar in New York, induced speculators 
at this place to enhance t^jeir offers and in- 
asmuch as these exceeded by 1-32 to 1-16 of 
a cent prices ruling abroad, planters, espe- 
cially such as were in pressing need of 
money, determined at once to accept them, 
in order to avert the accumulation of stocks, 
which would certainly prove more prejudi- 
cial to them further on, than the low prices 
ruling at present, since sonve time is as yet 
to elapse before the duty question be defi- 
nitely settled in the United States. 

Though sales effected during the week 
added up nearly 200,000 bags, which changed 
hands at from 1-75 to 1-97% cents per pound, 
for centrifugals 93% to 96% many planters 
showed no hurry to dispose of their sugars, 
and prefer to hold them 'back a little longer, 
so that they may derive as much benefit 'tis 
possible from the anticipated reduction In 
duties, if sucfh Is ever attained. 

At the close a good demand continues to 
prevail at from 1% to 1% cent for 95-96 
test centrifugals of good shipping classes, 
at which prices there are fbut few sellers, 
the majorky of whom pretend to-day 2 cents. 

Most of sales reported above have been 
made for speculating purposes, which seems 



to Indicate strong faith in the future of the 
staple. 

Crop Reports. — ^The weather for grinding 
has continued as propitious as it might be 
desired for crop operations, which have ex- 
perienced no noticeable Interruption through- 
out the Island and but few of tne plantations 
tha>t are Intended to be operated this year 
are yet Inactive. In certain localities the 
yield of the cane In juice has decreased some- 
what, on account of the prevailing drought; 
but on the other part, the density In the 
juice is quite satisfactory, and averages at 
from 9M» to 10' Beaum^. 

Owing to the uncertainty regarding the 
tariff concessions, the enthusiasm for the 
reparation of land for new planting has con- 
siderably subsided, and as on the other hand 
the younger cane Is suffering from the lack 
of rain, lit is generally anticipated that If 
aforesaid concessions are delayed too long, 
next year's crop will likely be much smaller 
than the one that Is now being taken off, as- 
suming that the atmospherical conditions 
to prevail until the middle of April next 
and the economical situation of the island 
aHow planters to grind the totality of the 
cane in the fields. ' 

All plantations in the district of Cienfue- 
gos, where American citizens have heavily 
Invested In sugar manufacturing business, 
are now fully under way, with the sole ex- 
ception of the grand central factory "Cons- 
tancla" that also belongs to an American 
syndicate, and on which grinding has been 
delayed this year on account of the mount- 
ing of new apparatus and machinery, which 
will considerably Increase Its producing 
capacity. 

Among the factories that have recently 
comanenced to grind is the new central 
"Chaparra," which is said to be the largest 
on the Island and that has just been erected 
by an American company at an expense of 
over two and a half million dollars, on the 
northern coast of the province of Santiago de 
Cuba, with a producing capacity of about 
200,000 bags, equivalent to 40,000 tons of 
sugar. 

Commenting upon the recent advance of 
prices, and Its Infiuence upon the crop, 
*'The Swn,'' an American paper that Is pub- 
lished In this city, expresses Itself as fol- 
lows: 

"A num-ber of sugar mills have announced 
their Intention of starting to grind. Others 
have stated that they shall continue to 
grind. This Indicates that well informed 
people who follow the matter closely see 
prospects of a tariff concession from the 
United Startles Congress. We have consist- 
ently believed that the movement now going 
on to obtain economic relief would be suc- 
cessful, and we rejoice to see tangible signs 
of lits realization. It may be that the worst 
Is over and ithat poor Cuba has better times 
in atore." 

^Several cane fires have 'been recently re- 
ported; some of them are said to have been 



accidental and others Intentionally otarted; 
fortunately, they could be extinguished be- 
fore doing much harm. T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Honolulu, Jax. 31. 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The Honolulu sugar market continues 
steady with an Increasing demand for stocks 
of the new plantation companies. There 
have been several slight but steady ad- 
vances in various stocks, generally bf the 
newer enterprises, wlilch Is due, no doubt, 
to the cane now being cut, all of which ^far 
exceeds expectations. Kiehel and 01aa> both 
of which are new plantations, show an ex- 
tremely steady activity which Is Intensified 
by the favorable reports from the mills 
where the new cane Is being cut. 

The first shipments of the new crop are 
now being made from all the plantations, 
and steamers and sailing vessels are load- 
ing with sugar at every point. The mills 
are grinding steadily and the loading of 
vessels continues, uninterrupted by storms 
or accident. 

The first cargo of sugar for this season 
was taken by the Marlon Chilcott, which 
sailed for San Francisco from Hllo on the 
21st with over twenty thousand bags of su- 
gar. The Olaa Sugar Company contributed 
10,784 bags; Hakalua Sugar Company, 5,000 
bags, and the ' Pepee"keo Sugar Company, 4,- 
750 bags. The steam freighter, Hawaiian, 
will sail for New York next week with a 
cargo of 8,000 tons of sugar. She loaded 
5.500 tons In Honolulu, then went to Kaana- 
pll where ^e took aboard l.OOO tons from 
the Pioneer mill, from there proceeding to 
Hllo where about 1,500 more tons were put 
aboard. This last shipment came from Olaa,/ 
Walakea and Pepeekeo plantations. The 
Hyades Is loading sugar for iSan Francisco 
also and will take aboard about five thous- 
and tons before she sails. 

Both the Hawaiian and Kehel sugar com- 
panies are preparing for an Issue of bonds 
to make improvements, and, as a conse- 
quence, there has been an increased ste^i- 
ness In the demand for stocks. The former 
company has already held a meeting and 
authorized the Issuance of |700,000 in bonds. 
The money will be used only for the im- 
provement of the water supply, the trust 
deeds covering the bonds, containing that 
provision. Both the Kiehel and Hawaiian 
bonds are to be offered in San Francisco 
and no sales will be made In Honolulu. No 
dlfllculty Is apprehended here In placing the 
bonds abroad as they are secured by proper- 
ty worth three and more times the amount 
of the Issue. 

The reports from the states that sugar is 
selling at the lowest price in Its history did 
not affect the local miarket In any manner, 
and It is the general opinion that affairs 
here -will continue to improve, ithough ad- 
mitted that the plantations could not stand 
much more of a reduction. If Cuban su- 
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gar Is admitted iree it is thought that low prices. In December, raw sugar was but the change should be made gradually. 

Hawaii will be seriously affected, but, with quoted at the Magdeburg exchange at 1.62 Stock should not Ije kept on ary com fodder 

only concessions as to tariff, no harmful re- cents per pound. It would seem that the or poor straw at any time without feeding 

suits are anticipated. unprofitable business would check overpro- some ^ood hay or light feed of grain with 

The labor situation (here is aleo some duction, but the entire beet-sugar industry it These precautions may cost money or 

better, nearly every steamer from the Orient of Europe is on an artificial basis. labor, but it will be much cheaper than to 

bringing a consignment of Japanese.' Be- Considerable anxiety is felt here as to lose the stock. One man lost eight mules 

sides that the Japs do not stick together the tariff the United States Congress will out of fourteen head the other day. on ac- 

as formerly, to the extent of supporting put on Cuban sugar. count of teeuing wormy corn. Another lost 

each other In Idleness, the recent com- as early as 1893, Cuba produced not less s^x head of cattle ori account of feeding 

bine by ithe plantations as to their attitude than 1,160,172 tons of sugar which is about ^^^^ all the dry fodder they would eat, and 

towards labor has had a beneficial effect, one-half the amount consumed by the peo- feeding nothing else with it. Tne man who 

There is some talk also of a reduction in pjg ^f the United States to-day. The troub- ^^^^ ^® mules could well atford to have 

wages and salaries if prices continue to lous times of war reduced its sugar crop shelled and screened his com for the price 

drop. The average wage now paid Is 'seven- to 281,420 tons in 1899, but it has risen of the eight mules lost, or the man who lost 

teen dollars per month. jj^ the face of financial difficulties to almost six head of cattle could have bought a con- 

' Judge Estee has ordered a reduction of treble that quantity within two years, and siderable quantity of oil meal or clover hay 

$ao,000 in the verdict allowed to Hhe Hono- at the end of another year it is possible it with the price of the cattle that died. 

luln Plantation Company for its leasehold may again reach 1,000.000 tons. With plenty 

interests in lands taken by the United States of capital and labor and with improved ma- Conditions in 'Cuba. 

for the Pearl Harbor station. The jury fixed chinery, there is every reason for the Ger- A report of the British Consul-General in 

the value of the sugar lands at |275 an acre, mans to fear that Cuba will become the Cuba shows that conditions in the island are 

but the court refused to allow it, and the largest producer of sugar in the world. not half so bad as the sympathetic friends 

plantation being unwilling fo accept a lower Henry W. Diedebich, Consul. of the Cubans who want to destroy the Amer- 

verdict the case will be tried for a second Bremen, December 16, 1901. ican beet farmer and sugar manufacturer 

time in March. . , , . .. , , 

„, f Ki M u would have us think. 

r«nr ^Tul K ^T""^"" ^""^^ ^°'" ^"»" Production in Nicaragua. Accordingly, the sugar industry of the is- 

^pany, which have been in thf» courtq fnr ,j ^.^^.x^^x 

two veam «ro n^«r Zl I t i Consul Donaldson, of Managua, under date land, as a whole, has not suffered to any- 

Thev 3\ «L^«r Jw . y ^!i^' of Pecember 14, 1901, reports' that during the thing like the ,extent that was imagined, 

JudL HLnh^!nr3i^^^^^^^^ last twelve months Nicaragua has exported from the insurrection. Especially has this 

2eZm^l7^^ 1 / promoters of ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ proved true of the manufacturing branch of 

nloZTlsl^^J^^^ refined). Of this amoMnt, over 3,000.000 the Industry, and to-day the capacity of the 

Which theyE^k^!« fP^ if^ ""^f Po«^ds were sent to the United States and sugar factories which survived -the insur- 

go to th« SuBrpmp nnn^ o I ^^!^^^ "^"^ about 1.000,000 pounds to Vancouver, Brit- rection, without taking into account some 

appTalS to tT U^S T t ^^V''' ^«^ Columbia. Nearly all, says the consul, new "centrals'' that are being erected, is- 

Court The stockholders can ^^^ thf ^^^ ^^ produced in the Departments of Chin- sufficient to meet the requirements of as 

further the plantation unUl ^e^matte^ 1^ andega and Leon and exported from the port large a crop as has ever been raised In the 

finally settled, but do not prap<^e°S aban- ^^ Corinto. Sugar is also produced in the island. 

don their scheme to fioat the f Departments of Managua, Granada, Rivas, On the other hand, the replanting of the 

no distant date relying uno it t^ f ^arazo and Chontales, but not enough for cane fields has been effected on a far-larger 

the court which gives them n i ^ ^f l^^al consumption. Four years ago, the pro- scale and with much less expenditure than 

thfe property. tr ^ ^ ductJk)n of sugar in Nicaragua was less than was at first thought possible, so that in 

-__ ^^' half the home consumption. Two years ago, spite of the bad fortune which attended the 

Sus^ar Production In Eurooe ^^® production exceeded the consumption 1899-1900 crop, planters are confidently an- 

The International Union for Su Sf f\ ^^ about 1,000,000 pounds, and since then ticipating for next year an output which 

tics has Just published the followi i^ ^^® production has increased over 300 per will come within measurable distance of 

of its investigation, made in December^ ^^''^- ^^""^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^• 

1901, as to this year's beet-sugar crop in '^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 1900-1901 is about 600,000 tons, 

European countries. While these figures Corn Fodder Disease. and it is believed that the one which will 

still are approximate estimates, they are Secretary George B. Ellis, of the Missouri ^Sin to be taken in December of this year 

considered to be as nearly correct as can be State Board of Agriculture, has made pub- will be between 800,000 and 900,000 tons. 

Jnade before the final estimates are pre- lie the following facts touching the corn Sugar can now be produced in Cuba at a 

p^red at the end of the season: fodder disease now prevalent in this state: P^^^^ considerably below the lowest ever 

Production of sugar. Numerous reports have been received dur- V^^ reached. 

ountry. 1901-02. 1900-01. ing the past few weeks that cattle, horses * If steps were taken by a Cuban govem- 

Germany 2 220^850 qta^^'ri; ^^^ mules have , died from indigestion, ment to still further reduce this cost by 

Austria 1,306,900 1*083*300 l>rought on by feeding too much dry corn the admission of machinery into the coun- 

France 1,080,300 1,100,171 fodder, wormy corn or straw, while in some try free of uuty, by legislation tending to- 

Behri 1,079,550 893,520 cases the symptoms are similar to those of cheapen the cost of living, and therefore 

Holland . . .'s 2001 on ?7fi'i n^ sorghum poisoning or poison stalk nelds. It also of labor, and by trying rates of freight^ 

Sweden ........... 121*392 115*547 *® altogether a different ailment and can be not only for sugar, but for cane as well,- 

^ Denmark ^ . 67I50O 50,760 prevented with some precaution. If wormy there seems to be no reason why Cuban su- 

^*'^®^ 221,000 com is fed it should be shelled and screened gar might not eventually be able to corn- 
There will be apparently an overproduc- in order to take the dust out of it. If stock pete successfully with beet sugar, the manu* 
tion of sugar in Europe, amounting to 1,000,- are in a stalk fie. they should have plenty facture of which has already reached sa 
000 tons in excess of the normal consump- of water and salt regularly, and should be high a degree of perfection that there is- 
tloh, and the stock to be carried over to fed a light feed of good dry hay, oats straw not mucn likelihood of its ever being pro- 
next season may be 1,500,000 tons. Of of corn each. They should not be changed duced much cheaper than it Is to-day.-^ 
course, the effect of this is unprecedentedly from one kind of feed to another all at once. Beet Sugar Gazette. 
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BEBT SUGAR. 



Beet 5us:ar Notes. 

The beet pulp drier installed this season in 
the beet sugar factory at Alena, Mich., Is 
said to be working very successfully. Tnis 
method Is very similar to that used in evap- 
orating fruit and the process Is described 
as follows: The pulp is taken from the 
sugar factory and passed through powerful 
spiral presses, which remove a great deal of 
the water. It is then carried by spiral con- 
veyors to the drying kilns, where it is tossed 
through intensely heated air, a forced draft 
removing the evaporation. This pulp, when 
thoroughly dry, is carried from there by an 
iron bucket to a bin, from which it is sacked. 
The dried pulp is being shipped to Germany, 
where it is fed to live stock. 



of 188 proof spirits, and it is valued at fl.lO 
per proof gallon. 



The factory at Norfolk, Neb., is making 
beet contracts for next fall, which are exactly 
like previous contracts, with the exception 
that the factory reserves the right to pay 
$15 per acre for beets and not receive them 
in the event of fire or other accident to the 
plant 



The report that the beet raisers around 
Norfolk were dissatisfied is most emphati- 
cally denied by farmers and citizens. 



It is stated that the Oxnard Company will 
increase their California sugar beet acreage 
by 6.000 acres of land recently leased by 
them for six years in Las Pasas. 

Thirty-five two-pound packages of sugar 
beet seed are to be distributed among those 
desiring to experiment in the Seventh Con- 
gressional District of Pennsylvania. 



W. A. Henry, dean of the Wisconsin Agri- 
cultural College, is an earnest advocate of 
the sugar industry in Wisconsin, and. be- 
lieves that a profit of from |10 to |40 can be 
realized on an acre of beets. 



It is reported that many farmers in the 
vicinity of the Menomonee Falls, Wis., sugar 
factory made a net profit on their beet crops 
of |40 per acre. 

This factory finished Jan. 18, after a very 
successful campaign, manufacturing 4,000,- 
000 pounds of granulated sugar. 



A rate of 17% cents per hundred pounds 
from Chicago to New York has been an- 
nounced by the Central Traffic Association 
on wet beet pulp of a mlmimum car-load 
weight of 40,000 pounds. 



The new contracts issued by the £«mpire 
State Sugar Company, of Rochester, N. Y., 
are said to comply with all the demands 
.made by Jie beet raisers. 



The Micfliigan Chemical Company, which 
is located at E}ssexville, onie of the Bay City 
suburbs, from January 3 to January 27 man- 
ufactured 1,000 packages of alcohol from beet 
molasses. Each package contadne from 46 
to 50 wine gallons, equal to 80 or 90 gallons 



Secretary Penoyar, of the Saginaw Sugar 
Company, estimates the amount of sugar 
manufactured by the Saginaw factory at be- 
tween 9,000,000 and 10,000,000 pounds. 



The Detroit Sugar Company is making an 
experiment with beet pulp as a fertilizer, 
and has had an eight acre piece of land 
spread with beet pulp to the depth of one 
foot. Beets will be planted on this land next 
spring. 



The s^gar camipaign in Michigan is now 
about ended, almost all of the factories hav- 
ing harvested their crops. 



The sugar now bein-g manufactured by the 
•OermanrAmierican factory at Bay City, Mich., 
will be handled 'by A. Meinrath, of Chicago, 
and W. H. Harrison, of Saginaw. 



A new beet contract was adopted at a re- 
cent «ession of the Michigan Beet Growers' 
Association, which provides that |4.50 per 
ton will be paid for 12 per cent, beets, with 
an increase in price of 37% •cents per ton for 
each per cent of sugar above 12. This latter 
is an increase of more than four cents over 
the present scale. A clause in this contract 
also provides that one-fourth of the beet 
crop shall be delivered in October, one- 
fourth in November, one-fourth tn Decem- 
ber, and one-fourth in January, which clause 
is inserted to guard against alleged dis- 
crimination on the part of the factories in 
receiving beets. Another clause provides 
that the Michigan State ctiemist shall de- 
termine the proper factor of sugar content 
of the beets at different prices, and that the 
cost of this shall be 'borne equally by the 
factory and farmer. The officer© of the Beet 
Growers' Association are also to have the 
same privileges as the factory officials in 
examining tare, weight and sugar contracts. 



Work on the office and machine shop of 
the Sebewaing beet sugar factory has been 
commenced hy the contractors, Messrs. Pear- 
son ft Church, New York. 



Secretary Wm. Smith, of the Sebewaing 
Sugar Company, is reported to have gone 
West to contract for Russian laborers suf- 
ficient to handle the beet territory of that 
factory. The company has already contracted 
for 5,500 acres of beets and ds continuing 
to make contracts. 



Two prominent Bay City newspaper men, 
Messrs. Zagelmeyer and Burgdorff, will go 
into beet culture this year and raise a thou- 
sand acres of beets for the Caro factory and 
a thousand for the Rochester sugar plant. 



An effort has been set on foot to revive 
the Kalamazoo County Beet Growers' Asso- 
ciation, and a meeting was called for Feb. 
4th to discuss tarifT legislation and other 
subjects. 



The Wolverine beet ^ugar factory at Ben- 
ton Harbor, Mich., was recently inspected 
by the officials of the Mason Sugar Com- 
pany with a view of purchasing. Mayor Gi- 
radot, of EJssex, Mich., is greatly interested 
in the success of beet culture and *ias ar- 
ranged to purchase all the beets grown 'by 
the farmers next year in that vicinity in or- 
der to encourage the Industry and at the 
same time to determine whether or not there 
is any money in 'beet farming. The. enter- 
prising mayor is also trying to Interest cap- 
italists in the establishment of a sugar fac- 
tory at Sandwich. 



Beet Root or Sug^ar Cane. 

The most interesting event in the indus- 
trial development of the next decade will be 
the struggle for the mastery of the world's 
market for the saccharine products between 
cane sugar and beet sugar. Incidental to 
this conflict will be the final and absolute 
supremacy of this country among the sugar- 
producing nations. 

That such a struggle is impending is plain- 
ly evident from the latest statistics of beet 
sugar production in this country. The total 
output for this year is estimated at four 
hundred millions of pounds, which is 10 per 
cent of all the sugar consumed in the United 
States. Of this amount Chicago, which is 
one day to become the center of the world's 
sugar market, will handle 40,000,000 pounds. 
The output of the state of Michigan alone 
for this year is placed at 120,000,000 pounds. 
Notwithstanding this enormous output Cali- 
fornia still maintains the lead as the great- 
est sugar producer, the Spreckels factory 
alone having a daily capacity of 200 carloads. 

When it Is remembered that the present 
phenomenal output of beet sugar is the re- 
sult of only about six years' development, 
and that the industry is practically in its 
infancy so far as this country is concerned, 
it will be seen that its possibilities are be- 
yond present calculation. 

For about four months after September 
beet sugar virtually monopolizes the market 
from Ohio to the Pacific ocean. But the ab- 
dication on the part of cane sugar is only 
for a brief period. The world of sugar con- 
sumers is still dependent upon the product 
of cane. In this connection it is interesting 
to note the amazingly rapid recovery of the 
cane sugar industry in Cuba. British Con- 
sul Garden, who has just returned to Lon- 
don after an extended inspection of the su- 
gar industry in that island, declares that 
the crop this year will be 600,000 tons, and 
that in a short time the annual production is 
certain to reach 1,500,000 tons. As the 
United States takes the entire output of 
Cuba, it will be seen that the Cuban sugar 
industry is to become an important factor 
in the battle royal between beet and cane 
sugar. These figures also clearly portend 
the ultimate control of the sugar market of 
the world by the United States and Cuba 
against all European bounties and other gov- 
ernmental devices for giving artificial stimu- 
lation to the industry. — Chicago Record-Her- 
ald. 
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The Rice Industry of Louisiana and 
Texas. 

BY ALVIN E. HEBEBT. 

Rice, in the South and. South west, is a 
cereal crop which is increasing very rapidly 
In its magnitude and which has boundless 
possibilities before it. Whllo Virginia, the 
Carollnas and Georgia were its original habi- 
tat in the United States, the bulk of the crop 
is now grown in southwest Loulsana and 
southeast Texas, and it is estimated that 
10,000,000 acres of land in the states border- 
ing the Gulf of Mexico are eligible for its 
culture. It is probable, however, that only 
between two million and three million acres 
of it could be successfully and economically 
irrigated, and as water In the proper quan- 
tity and at the proper time is' one of the 
prime requisites of rice growing, lands de- 
pendent entirely on the rainfall for their 
water supply are not considered good rice 
lands. There is, however, a great deal of 
rice raised, known locally as "Providence 
rice," which has to depend on the clouds for 
its water, but it cannot compare in certain- 
ty, as a crop, with that raised on lands sub- 
ject to artificial irrigation. 

The irrigation water is secured through the 
medium of artesian wells or from great 
canals- The rice country of Louisiana and 
Texas is intersected in every direction with 
these canals, from one mile to fifty miles 
long, with immense pumping plants for 
maintaining and controlling the flow of wa- 
ter as it is required. The soil of this sec- 
tion has a substratum of clay, which assists 
in retaining the water when it is turned 
on the rice, and this soil has another distinct 
advantage over the soils devoted to rice 
growing in Georgia and South Carolina, in 
that it will support the weight of the heavy 
harvesting machinery, thus enabling thr 
Louisiana and Texas rice growers to dispense 
largely with hand labor and adopt all the 
latest implements and appliances for the cul- 
tivation, harvesting and threshing of the 
crop. 

The present development in rice growing 
in the far South began some fifteen years 
ago, and those who have brought it about 
have been largely westerners from Iowa, 
Illinois and others of the great wheat grow- 
ing states who found in rice cultivation a 
congenial occupation, and one in many re- 
spects similar to that of wheat raising, with 
which they were already familiar. These 
people have changed the w. '^ aspect of 
the country in the parishes of southwest 
Louisiana and converted unprofitable prai- 
ries into rice plantations that yield prolifi- 
<;ally of nature's riches. The land devoted 
to rice should be comparatively level, the 
only fall desirable being an extremely gentle 
one for drainage. The fields are inclosed by 
levees for the purpose of retaining the water 
when it is run on them, and this water is 
let off when it has remained long enough to 
serve the purpose for which it was applied. 
Land is broken for the crop in the fall or 
early winter and in the spring is harrowed 
and the rice planted. When the young 
shoots are from eight to twelve inches in 
height the water is run on the field for the 
first time and the entire surface covered 
with it to a depth of from three to six inches, 
and the water is kept on the ground ordina- 
rily until the crop is nearly grown and the 
heads of the stalks begin to bend from the 



weight of the kernels. The water is then 
drawn off and an opportunity given for the 
soil to dry and permit the harvesting ma- 
chinery to be placed on it and operated. By 
September the work of gathering the grain 
is in full swing, and no wheat field in the 
Dakotas ever presented a more animated ap- 
pearance than the rice farms show at this 
time. The rice is bound and shocked and 
capped just as in the case of wheat, and is, 
in many cases, threshed trom the shock. 
When the rice has been put in the shock it 
is allowed to remain for a week or ten days, 
and is then, if the weather has been dry. 
ready for threshing. An ordinary thresher, 
such as is used for wheat, is perfectly ser- 
viceable for threshing rice, and almost all 
of those in use in southwest Louisiana and 
southeast Texas use steam as their motive 
power. The straw is carried off to one side 
and the rough rice, that is, the rice as it 
comes from the machine with the hull still 
on it, is put into sacks and is then ready to 
be sent to the rice mill to be cleaned and 
polished. A great deal of that which is in- 
jured in any way is used for chicken feed 
and stock feed, and there are few things that 
will fatten up pork more rapidly than rice 
will. It is also a splendid diet for milch 
cows. The process of milling is interesting, 
and in the high grade mills waich now dot 
the country in every direction, is performed 
with extreme nicety. After the rough rice 
has been screened thoroughly to separate it 
from all trash and foreign matter it is 
passed to the mill stones, one fixed and one 
revolving, and these stones can have the 
distance between them regulated to conform 
to large or small grain, as the lot may be. 
The husks which have been removed and 
the rice grains themselves then pass to a 
blower and screen, where the chaff is blown 
out and the rice separated from it and con- 
veyed to the pestles or pounders, which re- 
move the last vestige of the yellow covering 
from it and leave it a beautiful cream white 
in color. After this there is another sifting 
to remove all the particles that have been 
rubbed off of the grains, and the latter, after 
the heat engendered by the pestles has cooled 
off, are ready for polishing, which gives the 
peculiar sheen or lustre that is so much de- 
sired. The bi-products, rice bran and rice 
polish, have a fair market value, bran fetch- 
ing from $12 to |15 a ton and polish about 
$20. In the New Orleans market clean rice 
is classed under four grades, head rice, 
straights, screenings and No. 2, head rice 
being the highest grade, and bringing at 
present market quotations about 5% cents 
a pound. Broken rice is used very largely 
in beer manufacture, and it gives to the 
beer a light, sparkling appearance, which 
cannot be obtained in any other way. The 
brewers of the United States consume a 
large amount of foreign rice for this purpose 
and sometimes give foreign granulated ridfe 
the preference on account of Its uniformity, 
but their trade is governed largely by price. 
The United States customhouse officials use 
a sieve with a certain size of mesh to determ- 
ine whether the importations shall be €is- 
sessed as broken rice or not, as it is only in 
this way that misunderstandings as to what 
is not broken rice, can be settled. The brew- 
ers usually uSe rice in the proportion of 
about one-third to two-thirds of malt. 

There are according to good authority, 
no less than 1,400 different varieties of rice 
grown in different parts of the world to-day, 
and they differ from each other in their nu- 
tritive value, fiavor and other .properties 
According to H. N. Starnes, however, rice 
is generally classified botanically into four 
varieties, which may be called, for the sake 
of making an easy distinction, early rice, 
common rice, mountain rice and "clammy 



rice." Common rice is the kind with which 
we are familiar and which grows on low, wet 
lands and requires an abundance of water 
for Hs existence. Mountain rice is entirely 
different in its habits and grows almost any- 
where, even where the temperature is very 
low, as up on the slopes of the lofty Himala- 
ya mountains. It does not need to be irri- 
gated and is an extremely strong and hardy 
plant. "Clammy" rice is a sort that is little 
known commercially. It grows on either 
a wet or dry soil and matures its seed in 
about five months. Rice properly cooked is 
one of the most easily digested foods known, 
taking only about an hour to complete the 
process of assimilation, and, as is well 
known, it constitutes the principal food of 
millions of Asiatics. Highly polished rice 
is not as nutritious as that which has not 
had the grains rubbed to a polish, as in this 
process the cuticle is removed and with it is 
lost a large portion of the fattening element 
contained in the grain. It has been ascer- 
tained that in 100 pounds of polished rice 
there is only thirty-eight pounds of fat, 
while in 100 pounds of the dust removed 
by the polishing process is to be found as 
much as 7.2 pounds of fat. Further investi- 
gations have shown that 100 pounds of rice 
contain 87.6 pounds of total nutriment, a 
very remarkable showing. 

The demand in occidental countries, how- 
ever, is for polished rice, and there is very 
little of it that does not go through this 
process, which is accomplished by rubbing 
it against a cylinder covered with soft leath- 
er. Its appearance is vastly improved there- 
by, and, as in the case of fiour, nutriment 
is often sacrificed to obtain an article that 
looks well. Our Western tastes scarcely do 
us credit in this respect. After the rice has 
been polished it is sent to the separating 
screens, made of wire mesh of different diam- 
eters, and is there divided up into its re- 
spective grades and qualities, after which 
it is ready for the market. Very active ef- 
forts have been made of recent years to edu- 
cate the people of the United States to the 
advantages of rice as a food, and these ef- 
forts are resulting in a notabU; increase m 
the domestic consumption of it. Formerly 
it was considered simply as a base for pud- 
dings and deserts of different kinds, but it 
can be cooked in so many ways and is such 
an appetizing, attractive, and, above all, 
healthy and life-giving food that it is readily 
brought into more extended use as soon as 
its good qualities are known and appreciated. 
One of the most popular resorts at the Pan- 
American expositon at Buffalo was the Lou- 
isiana lice kitchen, where this beautiful 
cereal was prepared in hundreds of ways by 
experts in its culinary treatment, and thou- 
sands of visitors went away with a more 
comprehensive idea of its worth and value as 
a f^d than they had ever had before, and 
with a full determination to increase its use 
in the domestic menage. With over 800,000,- 
000 people in the world living chiefly on 
rice, it is able to point to a record far eclips- 
ing that of any other known food staple, and 
that its use will pervade the Western hemi- 
sphere more and more every year is practi- 
cally certain. Originating in the far East, 
it was but natural that it should be more 
extensively known and used in that part of 
the world than elsewhere. Popular tradition 
names the shores of the Indian ocean, from 
Madras to Cochin China, as the first habitat 
of the plant, and the Chinese as its first cul- 
tivators. There is a Chinese classic extant 
which describes the rice irrigation works 
constructed by the Emperor Yu on the 
Yangtse-Kiang over 4,000 years ago. There 
are a number of references to it in the Bible 
and it is mentioned by Herodotus and also 
by Pliny. At the present time it is grown 
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In nearly every part of the world, but it 
never, as an industry, attained any promi- 
nence outside the Orient until a compara- 
lively recent period of the world's history. 
References are found indicating its culture 
in Spain at the time that the peninsular 
was overrun by the Romans, and if this be so 
it was doubtless brought there by the Sara- 
cens. Among the earliest records o{ it are 
some found in Egypt, where it seems to have 
been known thousands of years ago. It was 
introduced in this country in 1647 by Sir 
William Berkley, of Virginia, and from this 
beginning its cultivation spread over South 
Carolina, Georgia and other Southern states, 
Louisana and Texas being the last to enter 
the field, but now outstripping all the others. 
The people of Japan, comprising some forty- 
five millions of persons, have placed In rice 
cultivation some 48 per cent of their culti- 
vated area, and a similar tremendous acre- 
age is to be found in a number of other 
Asiatic countries. The Japanese rice rrop 
is worth from 300,000,000 to 40u,u00,000 yen 
each year, and it is the great staple around 
which everything else revolves and on which 
the prosperity of nearly everything is more 
or less dependent. The rice exchanges of 
Ky9to and Tokio are busy places and full of 
turmoil and noise, not unlike the Cotton Ex- 
change at New Orleans or the Board of Trade 
in Chicago. The busy Japs are apt learners 
and naturally shrewd, and they have quickly 
fallen into Western ways, so why should 
they not imitate our eager brokers and 
convert their trade centers into imitation 
Wall streets? So sanguine are some of our 
rice people, however, that they have been 
heard to predict that some day the United 
States will actually send rice to Japan. This 
seems almost impossible in view of the cheap 
labor in the East with which our rice grow- 
ers would have to compete, but in reply to 
this argument the enthusiastic American will 
point to the fact that, by the use of improved 
machinery, he can handle eighty acres of 
rice land while the Japanese is taking care 
of one acre, and as American ingenuity 
seems destined to triumph over everything 
in the long run we may yet see this new 
illustration of the "carrying of coals to New 
Castle." The United States imports consid- 
erable rice, having taken from foreign coun- 
tries in the eight months ending Aug. 31, 
1901, 30,000 short tons, against 36,000 short 
tons during the same period the previous 
year and 59,000 short tons in 1899. These 
statistics are exclusive of broken rice, rice 
flour and rice meal, of which 23,000 tons 
were imported during the eight months in 
question, against 4,700 short tons in the cor- 
responding time last year and 15,000 short 
tons in 1899. Broken rice is, as above stat- 
ed, very extensively used by brewers in the 
manufacture of beer. Considerable rice is 
raised in our new territory of Hawaii, and 
also in the Philippine Islands. It will be 
seen from the above figures that while rice 
imports are diminishing, they are, in spite 
of the vastly increased production in the 
United States, still considerable. 

There is no agricultural product of this 
broad land which holds out stronger attrac- 
tions to the farmer than rice. It is grown 
easily, with comparatively little labor, it 
Quickly matures, it is, where proper watering 
facilities are at hand, one of the surest crops 
known, and it is selling and bids fair to 
sell for some time to come at remunerative 
prices, which afford a good, and in many 
cases a handsome return on the capital in- 
vested. The country where it grows best is 
one well supplied with all that man requires 
for his welfare, and to all who want a 
change from the blizzards of the North and 
West I can only say, "Oo South and raise 
rice."— TTte Tradesman. 



Talma^e on the Rice ilarket. 

Enlarging interest is apparent, with de- 
mand well distributed. As every style and 
grade receives attention In proportion to 
supply there has been a bracing up in the 
matter of prices along the whole line. Japan 
is the leader not only by reason of grow- 
ing popularity but also due to its being rela- 
tively cheaper: fully ^^c per pound 33 com- 
pared with equal grades in Carolina or Hon- 
duras sorts. There Is a steady but limited 
inquiry for export: the movememt in this 
particular direction has received a black eye 
— in fact, two black eyes, by reason of un- 
warranted deliveries. At several ports re- 
jections and pending adjustments have hung 
up a <Jonsiderable proportion of the ship- 
ments of the past monith, and, worst of all, 
have weakened confidence on the part of the 
foreign buyer. Many had come to regard 
this business as a kind in which "any old 
thing will do," but the Impositions practiced 
have been discovered and wholesome cor- 
rective in the way of rebates demanded, 
will make sellers chary of attempting any 
further business of questionable character. 

Advices from the South note sizeable busi- 
ness in every direction. Along the Atlantic 
coast markets in the main hold firm, but 
smaller points are pressing sales, evidently 
satisfied that high water mark has been 
reached and that the division of patronage 
which must occur with the incoming of new 
crop foreign will check if not tend to de- 
press prices later on. In New Orleans and 
the Southwest former quotations maintain. 
Taking the milling centers in aggregate, re- 
ceipts are full up to former ratio, but with 
equal outflow there is no disposition to con- 
cede an item where such might lead to an 
enlarged transaction. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note good demand at full prices and light 
stocks at distributing centers, which will be 
further depleted before new season opens in 
April. Latest advices from the far East note 
that new crop Patna will be fully 25 per 
cent ^ort of earlier estimates. On the 
other hand, Burmah promises an abundant 
yield above average quality. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,165,685 sacks; last year, 869,407 
sacks. Sales, cleaned (est.) 878,850 pockets; 
l€ist year, 628.279 pockets. Market strong. 

•Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: "Receipts, 32,580 
barrels. Sales, 30,400 barrels. Market 
Steady. 



The yield of clean, merchanta/ble broom 
straw is said to vary from 400 ' to 1,000 
pounds to the acre. Last year a farmer near 
Courtland, Ala., planted two acres of broom 
corn. He gave ft no attention, except to 
have a man one day pull up 00m where it 
was too thick. It was not plowed, hoed or 
cut at the proper time, being allowed to over- 
riden, and when cut was left on the ground 
until mildewed, yet from the two acres there 
were sold 1,2^ jwunds, at two and one-half 
cents a pound. This corn would have read- 
ily brought four cents a pound had It not 
been damaged. 

There are several broom factories in the 
South, and they are always In tihe market 
for broom straw. 

Besides the straw, broom com yields as 
much fodder as does Indian com, and also 
from (ten to thirty bushels of seed to the 
acre, which is very useful for general farm 
pur];>oses. Removing the seed and preparing 
the straw for market is a simple and Inex- 
pensive matter. The cultivation is similar 
to that for sorghum and kafflr corn. The 
richer the soil the better the crop; broom 
corn will grow, however, on poor or upland 
soils. The itinie to harvest varies with the 
latitude from July to September. 

In the South the cost of land, labor and 
living is much less than in the North. 

For further information, write to Mr. M. 
V. Richards, Land and Industrial Agent, 
Soutaiern Railway and Mobile & Ohio Rail- 
road, Washington, D. C. 
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Broom Corn. 

It is stated that the price of broom com 
is now |130 a ton, and that it is difficult to 
procure it at that high rice. 

The value of broom com depends upon 
its color and fiber, the former largely con- 
trolled by the method and care taken in 
curing it, and the latter due to the soil con- 
ditions where it is grown. 



Mr. Leonce M. Soniat, proprietor of the 
Cedar Grove plantation in Iberville i)arish, 
was in the city during the past week and 
attended the regfular monthly meeddng of 
the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, 
of which he is one of the most enthusia.stic 
members. 

Mr. Frank Nicholls, of the Ridgefield plan- 
tation, near Thibodaux, La., was dn town on 
Thursday last. Mr. Nicholls is a man who 
takes an initerest In every improvement in 
both field and factory work and is one of our 
most successful sugar planters. 

Col. L. S. Clark, of the Lagonda planta- 
tion in St. Mary parish, came up to the city 
on Thursday last and registered at the -St. 
Charles hotel. He attended the regular 
monthly meeting of the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association on Thursday night 

Among the prominent people at the St. 
Charles hotel during the latter part of the 
week were Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Gay and Mr. 
A. H. Gay, Jr., and Mr. D. H. Walsh. Mr. 
Walsh is the manager of Mr. Gay's exten- 
sive sugar proprieties, .the Union and St. 
Louis plantations, which speak for them- 
selves and are high testimonials to his aMl- 
ity. Mr. Wialsh is also an inventor of con- 
siderable note, having perfected some valu- 
able devices for handling sugar cane eco- 
nomically. 

Mr. C. E. GilUs and Mrs. Gillls were at 
the Hotel Grunewald on Thursday last Mr. 
Gillis is a plantation manager of high reputa- 
tion. 

Mr. Arthur Tarby. who has for many years 
been the sugar maker at the Calumet plan- 
itation on Bayou Teche, was a guest of the 
Cosmopolitan hotel one day during the past 
week. 
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The Freeze and Its Eflects. 

(A paper by Mr. E. V. Weems, read before the 
liOuiBiana Sugar Planters' Association Feb. 13, 
1902.) 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: I am as 
yet unable to say bow far reaching may be 
the effects of the freeze which commenced 
on the night of Dec. 14th and lasted fully a 
week, with but a short lintermiasion on the 
19th; but that it "will leave its impression, 
and mark a good number of people out of 
the business, I "have no doubt. 

The information which I have comes prin- 
cipally from Rapides parish, the extreme 
northern end of the sugar ddstriot in this 
state, where the cane buds had been thor- 
oughly killed In Novenkber, and with the 
exception of a* few acres here and there, all 
canes were windrowed wlien the freeze oc- 
curred. The windrows, however, were light, 
and the thermometer ran^ng around 20 
every night and was reported as low as 17 
on one occasion, therefore we found the 



aibout 8,000 tons from neighbors who had 
contracted with a factory some distance be- 
low and were meeting with difficulties, prin- 
cipally in the railroad service; and, as Chet- 
woode was i^ort of cane to keep her steadily 
going, the transfer was agreeable to all 
parties. 

The cane ground before the freeze gave 
in firsts 118^ pounds and in seconds 34% 
pounds, niaking a total of 153 pounds firsts 
and seconds. 

The cane ground after the freeze, 11,657 
tons, gave an average of 82.7 firsts and 2^2.1 
of seconds or 104.8 pounas first and sec- 
onds, showing a difference in the average 
yield of 48.2 pounds of firsts and seconds, or 
555,000 ];>ounds, (firsts and seconds, loss from 
11,657 tons ground after the freeze. 

I would Judge that there was left in the 
field, from topping principally, some three 
thousand tons of cane in my immediate sec- 
tion of the country. 

Our results at Oak Lawn plantation, on 
Bayou Teche, were somewhat different, but 
I have no very accurate data from there. 
The buds of t3ie cane were killed only on 
mixed and black lands in November and 
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cane much damaged, and in such a way that 
we were unable to separate the good "from 
the bad. After going along under ^reat 
difficulties for ten days or more we began 
topping the cane, at least 25 per cenit of the 
stalk, and so continued until the end. We 
found no great increase in the sugar yield, 
say about 10 pounds to the ton, but the juice 
was decidedly easier to granulate. 

I will now give you I3ie opereitions at Chet- 
woode, which began later than usual, Oct. 
28th, as we had in that section a very short 
crop, due to defective seed and an excessive 
drought, particularly north of Lecompte 
where none of the crops averaged above 12 
tons and some under ten. Labor was scarcer 
than ever known before and but few of the 
cane growers were ready even then to com- 
mence. The late* start, the breaking of my 
hoist, thus stopping the delivery of cane four 
days on tfhe standard gauge railroad, the loss 
of one week in windrowlng and the failure 
to keep the factory steadily running, tound 
us with only 23,735 tons of cane ground 
before the freeze, and leaving us with one- 
third of the crop yet to manufacture. I will 
state, however, that the crop was increased 



such only were windrowed. We, therefore, 
had a considerable number of acres standing, 
principally among the tenants who were 
averse to spending money, as they thought, 
usele^ssly. The crop there (though suffering 
in the early part of the season from the 
drought but receiving a bountiful supply of 
rain from July on) was exceptionally good, 
both as regards tonnage and saccharine mat- 
ter. The labor supply was also very short 
and the freeze caught us, as I said before, 
wltJi considerable standing cane, as we only 
windrowed the canes where the buds were 
killed, some of which were badly crooked 
however and did not keep well. The ther- 
mometer did not go below Z2 or 23 and the 
windrows were heavy, the cane riper, and 
the loss from this cane was nothing like so 
great as farther north. The total loss in 
standing cane and in topping would hardly 
reach three thousand tons, and the loss in 
sugar on cane ground after the freeze will 
go above six hundred thousand pounds, mak- 
ing the total loss in sugar above one million 
pounds. We manufactured about 1,000 tons 
of cane held over in cars from the 24th to 
Dec. 26th, made 44 pounds to the ton and 



consumed about two days. It would have 
been better, I believe, to have turned the 
Juice in the ditch. 

I 'have oome to 'the conclusion as a general 
rule that, after the temperature reaches 28 
degrees, that all cane that could not be safely 
handled in two weeks should be placed in 
windrow after a splitting freeze (unless, as 
.pendlture of money and a loss of (time to 
windrow after a splitting freeze ( unless, as 
in the past season, you cannot crush cane) ; 
then I would cut for the mill and cover im- 
mediately, not mK)re, however, than can be 
manufactured in 48 hours, as my experience 
has satisfied me that neither that windrowed 
or that cut and covered, after a heavy freeze, 
will keep in unfavorable weather more 
than one or two days longer than that standi 
ing. In conclusion I will say that I believe 
the short crop, the comparatively low prices, 
and, lastly, the freeze, will cause quite a 
number in the upper cane district to return 
to cotton, which they find -more remunera- 
tive at present prices, and even in the sugar 
district some will plant rice, w*hich is now 
on a boom. I hope that the political cloud 
which is now hovering over us will blow over 
as it has many times in the past and that 
we will be able to meet all the obstacles now 
presenting themselves and successfully con- 
tinue sugar culture in Louisiana. The fol- 
lowing table I append, believing it may be 
of interest. It is taken from our records at 
Chetwoode: 

Tons. 
Tons cane ground. up to and including 

Dec. 14th 23,735 

Tons cane ground from Dec. 14th to 

Jan. 15th, inclusive 11,657 

Total tons cane ground season of 

1901-02 35,392 

23,735 tons cane ground up to freeze yielded 
3,633,867 pounds sugar; 
2,814,466 pounds firsts, 
819,401 pounds seconds. 

Making 118 pounds firsts per ton and 
35 pounds seconds per ton. 

Total 153 pounds sugar before the freeze. 

11,657 tons cane ground since freeze yielded 
1,221,871 pounds sugar; 
963,623 pounds firsts, 
258,248 pounds seconds. 

Making 82.7 pounds firsts per ton and 
22.1 pounds seconds per ton. 

Total 104.8 pounds sugar per tons from 
cane afiter freeze. 

500 tons cane (Elst.) Dec. 14 to 19 Inc. 
yielded 109 pounds first sugar. 

2,524 tons cane (Eist.) 'Dec. 22 to ^ Inc. 
yielded 78 pounds ifirst sugar. 

1,404 tons cane ('E:st.) Dec. 26 to 28 inc. 
yielded 75 pounds first sugar. 

3,671 tons cane (Est.) Dec. 30 to Jan. 5, 
1902, Inc. yielded 84 pounds first sugar. 

1,361 pounds cane (Est.) Jan. 6 to 9 Inc. 
yielded 83 pounds first sugar. 

1,676 tons cane (Est.) Jan. 9 to 12 Inc. 
yielded 86 pounds first sugar. 

159 tons cane (Est.) Jan. 13 yieWed 76 
pounds first sugar. 

337 tons cane (Est.) Jan. 15 yielded 84 
pounds first sugar. 

The actual tonnage ground during above 
period was 11,657 as shown on previous state- 
ment. Of course In ascertaining above ton- 
nage more or less was estimated each time 
which makes tne difference. 
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The Freeze and Its Lessons. 

(A paper by Mr. L. M. Sonlat read before tbe 
LoQlsiaDa Sagar Planters' Association, Feb. 18. 
1002.) 

The first lesson that we learn from the 
freeze is that we must always be on the look^ 
out for its recurrence and that in Ijoulsiana 
fct is never too early for a killing freeze, but 
the question Is, how can we protect ourselves 
against it? 

We cannot regulate the seasons; we can- 
not increase the supply of labor; we cannot 
begin grinding before canes are fit to make 
sugar, say October 15th, 

The only remedy which we have In our 
hands and that someitimes a doubtful one, 
is windrowing wfhen we have before us in 
December a larger quantity of cane than 
we can grind In two or three weeks. 

Such was our position la»t year, but labor 
was so short that the great majority of plant- 
ers preferred taking the risk rather than 
stop the sugar house for a week or more. 

The question of windrowing has been re- 
peatedly discus&ed and as some doubtful re- 
sults have sometimes been obtained there 
is no doubt that even last year many of us 
went at 4t with some hesirtation, but with 
us like with the surgeon there are times 
when the use of the knife bcomes absolutely 
necessary and when It is done it must be 
done quickly. 

As we are likely to be confronted with the 
same condlitions every year we aek ourselves 
with anxiety, what can we do? 

The only relief that I see is in machinery, 
most large sugar houses have adopted feed- 
ers which reduce by 75 per cent the labor 
of putting cane on the carrier. 

The next thing required would be a cane 
cutting machine and a cane loading machine. 
A cane cutting machine which could cut the 
foot of the cane and thus allow us to wind- 
row a large crop at short notice and work in 
bad weather, would solve the problem of 
protection against any sudden freeze. 

Such a machine could be made either self- 
propelling or pushed forward by mule power, 
acd could, no doubt, be made to windrow the 
canes as fast as it would cu/t them. 

A cane loading machine has been devised 
by a colored man named Howard, from St. 
Gftbriel, i>a., and those who have seen it 
work say that although It was too slow as 
constructed, the principle is excellent and 
that it could be made to save at least half 
the labor of loading the cane. 

I would suggest that the Sugar Planters' 
Association offer a substantial reward for 
the invention of machines for cutting and 
loading cane with the proviso that said re- 
ward would only be paid after their hav- 
ing worked a wliole season and been ap- 
proved by a committee appointed by the 
President of the Association. 

It is a question of life and death with u« 
and I do not believe that the funds of the 
Association can be used to a better purpose. 

I hope the Association will excuse the 
brevity of this paper, as I mislaid the one 
I "had written at home and 'had to write this 
hastily this morning. 



The Freeze of 1901, and Its Lessons. 

(A paper by Hon. John Dymond, read before the 
Louisiana Sagar Planters' Association, Feb. 18, 
1902.) 

Were it not that the low temperatures pre- 
vailing from December 16 to 25, 1^1, were 
pronounced record breakers by the New 
Orleans Weather Bureau, we might think 
we were mistaken in some way as to the 
cause of the recent greart: njury to our cane 
crops. We are apt to forget the ills of the 
past when we are engrossed with those of 
the present and to think our present situa- 



tion unbearable and unprecedented, when 
an Investigation would show that our un- 
preparednees and resulting injury to our 
crops were simply regular numbers in the 
series of calamities that may attach rto 
the sugar industry In any year. 

The freeze or successive freezes of De- 
cember, 1901, were however record break- 
ers, so far as lowness of temperature and 
continuity of cold during early December 
were concerned. We have had euch weather 
in January frequently and had these De- 
cember freezes 'fhls season been deferred 
until January, we should probably have had 
some other topic under discussion to-night, 
as the January lesson was learned long 
ago. Experience has taught ud the unwis- 
dom of grinding sugar cane In January, if 
we can avoid it. but our education in this 
direction has not taught us to avoid Decem- 
ber grinding and the series of freezes we 
have so recently experienced fail now to 
lead us to that conclusion. 

The production of sugar cane in Louis- 
iana is unquestionably as legitimate as the 
production of any of the great agricultural 
crops in any of the states. Droughts, floods 
and freezes may come and injure the crops 
anywhere, but, as a rule, sugar cane suffers 
no more, relatively, than other crops. The 
freeze of Decem'I>er, 1901, we couldn't* well 
provide against any more than we could 
against the great freeze of February 13, 
1899, that was without precedent in 200 
years. We could not carry on the business 
of the world if we had to secure ourselves 
against everything that might happen once, 
twace or even three times in a hundred 
years. We must take some chances. 

Of course the common suggestion and 
remedy is windrowing as a panacea for the 
ills of frost on sugar cane in Louisiana. 
The remedy may not be worse than the 
di-sease, but its frequent application results 
in more loss than from the disease in its 
occasional forms such as the freezes of De- 
cember, 1901. 

Windrowing is but a method of salvage, 
disastrous at the best and no industry can 
secure a commercial success if it has to be 
carried on on the salvage plan. Windrow- 
ing sugar cane has been much discussed by 
this association and the general conclusion 
reached thus far bas been that windrowing 
is a protection against the freezes yet to 
come; that It does not preserve sugar cane 
from injury from freezes that have already 
occurred. 

As was brought out in our debates by 
Hon. Henry McCall, some years ago, it Is 
a fact that in nine cases out of ten and,, per- 
haps, in 99 out of lOO, a splitting freeze 
is preceded by a bud-killing freeze. We call 
the top of the cane the bud and It is very 
sensitive to cold. With the bud killed the 
cane begins to deteriorate. If the weather 
be cold the deterioration is very slow, if 
warm, it is more rapid. Against this de- 
terioration windrowing is thought to be a 
proper precaution, though not always en- 
tirely effective. 

If the bud of sugar cane be killed it is 
liable to sprout at the eyes and thus rapidly 
deteriorate as was the case In 1893. Wind- 
rowing would have prevented such sprout- 
ing. In the year 19O0 In the parish of St. 
Bernard considerable cane had the bud killed 
by an early freeze and began to sprout ait 
the eyes and to deteriorate. As we under- 
stand it therefore, considering cane from 
the frost point of view. It should not be 
windrowed nntil the bud is killed and not 
wind rowed then except more than ten days 
work is left standing. Windrowing is sal- 
vage and salvage Is to be avoided, as a pro- 
cess in cane culture. 

This very season some sugar cane, a por- 



tion of which was sent to the mill and 
avergaed 25 tons per acre, was windrowed, 
and, at the end of four weeks gave but 20 
tons per acre, a loss of 20 per cent. It was a 
well recognized feature of open kettle sugar 
making yars ago that windrowd canes made 
poor sugar and were difficult of successful 
manufacture. No matter how carefully the 
work be done there Is a considerable loss In 
the quality of the cane as well as in the 
quantity. 

Sugar cane put in mats for seed cane is 
conditioned very similarly to sugar cane put 
in windrows for the mill, so far as exposure 
to weather is concerned. We know by ex- 
perience that sugar cane put in mats for 
seed in Novemlber and presedved as carefully 
as possible would not make grain sugar In 
the vacuum pan in January. The vitality 
of sugar cane In windrow or in mats may 
be well preserved, but its crystallizing ca- 
pacity diminishes constantly. Windrowing 
is at times an unfortunate necessity. When 
possible It sftiould be avoided as an un- 
desjred process. 

A somewhat singular feature about sugar 
cane In windrow or In mats is the fact that 
the standard polariscoplc test falls to re- 
veal the true condition of tbe cane. The 
actual working of such cane is found to be 
more difficult than the test would indicate. 
It has been found in sugar beet culture in 
France that old beets or beets long in silos 
develop rafflnose, something polarizing to 
the right and Interfering with the standard 
polariscoplc test. 

A singular feature of the recent freeze 
was that the cane juice became thinner, of 
less density, although apparently of reason- 
able purity. This suggested the destruc- 
tion of some of the solids In solution in 
the juice, as well as the development of 
rafflnose. 

Taking under consideration all of the In- 
cidental circumstances, the freezes of De- 
cem'ber, 1901, gave some singular results. 
On the lower coast there was ice Dec. 15, 
and on Wednesday, the 18th, the tempera- 
ture fell to 19 F. The standing cane In- 
dicated but little if any deterioration for 
10 days. The continuing low temperature 
Fcems to have had a cold storage effect and 
to liave prevented fermentation and deter- 
ioration. There came then a drop of about 
one-half in the yield of grain sugar and, a 
few days later, string sugar alone could be 
made. 

Tbere was then exhibited another inter- 
esting feature of the situation. Sugar canes 
windrowed on the 16th and 17th were pro- 
tected in degree from the severe freeze of 
the 18th of December, 19 F., and from the 
repeated freezes during the week following. 
We m*ust admit that windrowing did pro- 
tect these canes from the freezes that fol- 
lowed after windrowing, but we are still 
inclined to believe that windrowing Is no 
good as a protection against deterioration 
from the freezes that had previously oc- 
curred. 

Wihile t'he freezing weather of December. 
1901, was unprecedented in the annals of tht, 
Louisiana sugar Industry and did much 
harm to the canes still In the field, there 
was another cause, the low prices of sugar, 
that doubled the severity of t!he loss and 
made a disaster out of what, with 'six cent 
sugar, would bave been simply an un- 
pleasant incident and with ten cent sugar, 
as in 1876, would have been one of the ex- 
pected incidents, as much as a crevasse, to be 
avoided is possible, to be borne philosophic- 
ally should It come. In December, 1901, 
there was no margin for backset or dis- 
aster of any Wnd and whatever loss oc- 
curred was felt In full force. 
(CoQtlQoed on page 119.) 
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Peasant Life in Java. 

It is somewhat difficult for many of us 
who have only seen the rather sparsely 
populated countries of the Malay Peninsula 
to realize what very different conditions 
exist in the island of Java. There, with 
an area of only 500,000 square miles (in- 
clusive cf the large island of Madura) we 
have a population estimated, according to 
the last census, at nearly 26,000,000. When 
we compare this with the population of 
England, we see that in this luxuriant is- 
land we have a much higher density, and 
indeed the continued increase of its inhabit- 
ants raises a problem that will have to be 
settled in the near future — emigration on 
a large scale. It is curious when one com- 
pares the scanty population of Sumatra with 
Java. Practically the greater part of both 
countries is occupied by people of the same 
race, and yet in the one island life is very 
prolific, in the other, scanty In some 
ways this may be accounted for by the 
fact that Java has been so much longer 
civilized than the neighboring countries. 
For hundreds of years one might say a 
comparatively high degree of culture has 
been maintained. Of course one does not 
compare the culture of the island with that 
of a European country, but even then in 
many arts the natives are not so far behind 
the age as some may believe. As in British 
India, we have to look, to a very old civiliza- 
tion. 

One thing that may have, conduced to 
this state of civilization is the wonderful 
fertility and productiveness of the soil — sure- 
ly one of the most luxuriant ever seen on the 
face of the earth. Loamy black earth, so 
heavy and rich that more than one crop can 
be produced in the year; everywhere, even 
in many. parts of the interior, under a high 
state of cultivation, magnificent water-power 
in every direction, and almost certain inter- 
change of rainy and dry seasons which are 
rarely interrupted by unexpected vagaries ot 
temperature. 

Can one wonder with such advantages 
that the races should increase and multiply, 
more especially since for years, centuries 
one might almost say, government "has been 
stable and no disastrous internecine wars 
have come to disturb a bounteous Nature 
in her work. Certainly in this part Nature 
has been prodigal in her gifts. 

Not only is Java a tropical land, but it 
possesses such high ranges of mountains 
that one can find in it spots with a climate 
comparable to that of sunny Italy. From 
its mountains one sees fertile plains stretch- 
ing out to the horizon and shimmering in 
the glowing heat of the equatorial sun. In 
the mountains themselves, in the cleared 
slopes, lovely roses shed their fragrance 
-around, and even the modest violet adds its 
sweetness to the air. 

But it is of the peasant and his life and 
home we would tell. Let us look at him in 
his kampong, surrounded by his relatives 
and friends. To some of us he seems too 



much hedged in by rules made for him by 
an alien race, but yet the more one con- 
siders him and watches him, the more 
one realizes that perhaps it is very good 
for him to be treated as a child, and given 
only the responsibility that one would give 
to a child. Indeed, the Malays are In many 
respects veritable children of nature with an 
almost limitless faith in the power of the 
white man. How many of them will come 
to us with their questions and their fears, 
for the white man must know everything. 
Some of us have found it difficult to grasp 
the marvellous faith that is often shown in 
the words and doings of a totally alien race. 

In many ways the Javanese peasant is 
utterly difterent from his brother of the 
Peninsula; perhaps a good deal comes from 
long subjection to a foreign yoke, or is it 
caused by the different methods of govern- 
ment employed by two northern races, in 
some things as closely related to one an- 
other, in others so far apart. At first the 
humility, real or assumed, with which a 
Javanese will address an European comes 
with something of a shock to the English- 
man so accustomed to treat all men on an 
equality, even when he may not hold himself 
to be the equal but the superior of the 
man he addresses. Still, taken as a whole, 
equality is a marked feature of i^ritish rule, 
whereas quite the reverse may be said of 
the Dutch. To the Dutch the natives are 
natives, and they must be taught to regard 
their masters as altogether superior beings. 

Life in a kampong has its varied inter- 
ests. In each viillage the headman {kapalla 
kampong) is responsible for the doings of 
his neighbors, and it is he who must giv^ 
permission before any man may leave his 
native place to settle in another district. No 
land may be sold without his sanction. He 
himself is responsible to the head of his 
district, the Wedono, usually a rajah who 
is placed in charge of a district by the Dutch 
authorities, and who is made answerable 
for the maintenance of order in that part, 
and for the general advancement and wel- 
fare of the inhabitants. He it is who de- 
cides what works are necessary for the pub- 
lic good, what roads shall be made, and 
what duties each shall give to the land. In 
Jav^. the roads are kept up by each male in- 
habitant being allotted a certain amount of 
road work which he is obliged to do, just as 
in feudal days the vassals always worked for 
their suzerains. 

In Java one is always struck by the tidi- 
ness of the kampongs. The houses are not 
made of wood as in the Peninsula. Bam- 
boo, which grows abundantly all over the 
country, is employed. Large bamboo stems 
are taken, split up into thin strips and these 
are closely interwoven into various pat- 
terns to form the walls of the houses. The 
effect is very pretty but is usually some- 
what marred by being white-washed. The 
roofs are thatched with attaps, round each 
house is placed a fence, indeed all the kam- 
pongs are more or less fenced, and all axe 



entered by an arched porch. Over this porch 
is affixed a placard announcing the name of 
the village and the name of the district to 
which it belongs. A shed is always placed 
by these gates (for there is one at each end 
of a village) in which is a bench on which 
travelers can rest. At first one always re- 
marks these gates; when two or three vil- 
lages happen to have spread out till they 
meet there are three gates, or, should four 
villages meet there will be four porches en- 
closing a little square of what may be called 
neutral ground, and each gate gives one all 
the information that may be required about 
its village. At night lanterns are fixed in 
the porches. Somehow on entering these 
little places one is irresistibly reminded of 
feudal days when each little township shut 
itself up apart from its neighbors. Should 
a village be large there is usually a school 
attached, but if small, a common school for 
the uistrict is thought sufficient. Outside 
the kampongs are the sawahs (fields) and 
each man has his own little j^lot, but he also 
has to do a certain amount of cultivation 
in the government lands. In every village 
one finds a small fruit-stall where travelers 
may purchase simple refreshment before 
proceeding on their way. The natives go 
to the large towns for anything they may 
specially want, or wait for the market day 
which usually comes once a week. 

Men in Java always carry a kris, indeed 
they would not consider themselves dressed 
without it Another thing that one notices 
is that, uplike their brethren of the Penin- 
sula, a sarong is only regarded as an orna- 
mental part of their garb. A Javanese al- 
ways wears long trousers, and round his 
waist he tucks a sarong more as a sash than 
anything. He is obliged to wear the dis- 
tinctive sarong, but never wears it in the 
form of a skirt as do the Peninsula Malays. 
On his head he wears a handkerchief, and 
out of doors he places over this a curious 
sunhat It is this hat which he always re- 
moves if he meet an European, never the 
handkerchief, his head always remains cov- 
ered with that. The natives of the lower 
classes are not allowed to copy Europeans 
in the matter of wearing boots or shoes. 
Dutch law forbids that as it also forbids na- 
tive women to wear white kabyas. A native 
woman must always wear colored kabyas. 
White are restricted to the use of the Dutch 
ladies, wno invariably after marriage adopt 
the sarong and kabya as their usual dress. 
As a race the Javanese are strongly built 
and muscular, even quite old men have re- 
markable power of endurance. As a whole 
they are a good-looking people, some wear 
moustaches, but one sees very little hirsute 
adornment on most faces. The cheekbones 
are high, and in many cases the obliquity 
of the eyes is rather strongly marked. 

The women when young are many of 
them really beautiful even to European eyes, 
but unfortunately early marriage and hard 
work in the fields soon deprive them of their 
beauty. Child-marriages are not unknown 
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in Java, and in any case marriage takes 
place very early. The children are bonny 
healthy little things who have a happy time 
of it playing about the kampongs. As usual 
they are very scantily clad. 

A favorite occupation among the women 
is making what are known as "Battak" 
cloths. These cloths may be sarongs or 
handkerchiefs or even long pieces of cloth, 
and some are extremely beautifuL A woman 
works on ordinary, rather finely woven, 
white cloth with a pen steeped in semi- 
viscous wax. With this wax she traces won- 
derful patterns of flowers and birds, etc., 
on the cloth. The wax remains firmly fixed 
on to the cloth, and when the cloth Is dyed 
this waxed part preserves its original color 
and forms the pattern on the sarong. The 
dye used is excellent, it has the property of 
never fading. Women work at the cloths 
with remarkable aptitude and deftness. Pre- 
sumably the designs are handed down as 
heirlooms. The natives have a consider- 
able knowledge of herbal medicine, and 
have the repute of being very expert poison- 
ers. In fact revenge for any offence is usu- 
ally taken by means of poison, as by that 
means it is both insidious and certain, and 
cannot always be easily traced to the one 
who has used it. In the hill districts one 
of the chief occupations of the villagers is 
the rearing and keeping of a sturdy breed of 
ponies. Indeed, in such Kampongs almost 
every villager possesses his pony. These 
animals are easily kept, being fed solely on 
the grass which grows at the edge of the 
Jungle. The villager makes, to him, quite a 
little fortune hy hiring out his pony to visit- 
ors to the district. Twenty-four miles and 
more a day is reckoned as nothing for the 
ponies, ana they will climb up steep and 
dangerous rocks with perfect safety, being 
so very surefooted and as nimble as goats. 
They will climb over fallen tree trunks, and 
take their way along narrow ledges of rock 
overhanging precipices with perhaps only a 
few inches of ground to spare between their 
narrow footpath and the precipice. 

In the volcanic districts many of the men 
are employed in sulphur-gathering. The sul- 
phur gatherers generally remain up almost 
at the summit of the volcano in small shelter 
huts for a week at a time, or till a sufficient 
quantity of sulphur has been collected to 
pay them for their trouble. A man who is 
gathering this volcanic product has a large 
basket slung over his shoulders, similar to 
those used by the Swiss mountaineers for 
transport purposes. With this basket and 
with an implement for obtaining the sulphur 
he climbs down into the crater and scoops 
out semi-viscous or even hardened masses. 
EsLch day he adds more to his store and 
then finally returns to his kampong to sell 
what he has got. Sulphur is extremely 
heavy, and he carries what seems to Euro- 
pean ideas an enormously heavy weight 
down steep precipitous paths. Hunting or 
rather trapping wild animals is another 
occupation which finds many adherents. 



Usually the Javanese is very skilful in his 
snares and traps, and many of the fierce 
denizens of the forest fall victims to his 
cunning. 

The main business, however, of the Javan- 
ese peasant is the cultivation of the soil. 
Here is shown the greatest industry and 
ingenuity. In the plains the soil is very 
rich and well repays all care bestowed upon 
it, but in the hill-districts the toil is much 
harder. The rain and streams of water 
bring stones from the higher lands, and 
these all have to be cleared out, and each 
little sawah has to be embanked to pre- 
vent its being washed away by the rain or 
by the streams when the land is flooded for 
the paddy crops. The hills are marked out 
in a series of narrow terraces and when 
the flooding time arrives, when paddy is be- 



Is most successfully cultivated. 

The Malay language as spoken by the 
Javanese is in many ways differeiit from 
that spoken in the Peninsula, noticeably in 
the musical intonation of the words which 
is very much marked. Speech is slower, 
and the ends of words are spoken in dis- 
tinctly lower musical tone. 

Besides Malay there are two Javanese 
languages both spoken and written — ^high 
Javanese and low Javanese. These seem to 
be quite different languages in many words. 
An European usually addresses a native in 
low Javanese, but the native must reply in 
high Javanese, and the words and construc- 
tion are quite different in each, so that a 
dweller in Java requires to be converc^iEU^ 
in three different native languages. 

Many of the villages have a curious meth- 



A GROUP OF COOLIES IN JAVA. 



Ing grown, each sawah is full of water^ and 
this water flows over from one terrace to 
the next, making a series of water-falls. 
These naturally demand continual care to 
prevent the embankments being carried 
away. Then again during the harvest time, 
or rather just before the harvest, wnen the 
rice grains are ripening, men nave to sit 
up in little attap watch-houses raised on 
piles to scare away the wild pigs and deer 
who would otherwise do much damage. The 
Javanese have an ingenious method on still 
windless nights of doing this by pulling 
strings attached to various bamboo rattles 
fastened on stakes or trees at different parts 
of the sawah. A night-watch is rather weird 
and not unattended with danger, as tigers 
and their kind are often on the prowl after 
pigs and other game. 

When the paddy harvest is over in many 
of the sawahs sugar-cane is planted. This 
is one of the staple products of Java and 



od of beating a tom-tom near the various 
houses, to give warning to people to fasten 
their doors when thieves are about. - 

On the whole the peasant leads a content- 
ed, happy life, and is generally of a cheerful 
disposition and has most obliging manners. 
As some one has aptly remarked, wherever 
he may be the Malay is a gentleman. He 
may have and has many faults, but when 
one knows him one overlooks them in favor 
of his many pleasing traits. His religion 
is Molfammadanism, but in Java many Hindu 
superstitions still remain especially in the 
less known parts. Indeed, the Javanese pos- 
sess many weird ideas with regard to spirits, 
and in some parts they have a practice of 
maintaining a special functionary who is 
supposed to ward off the rain, especially at 
the time of the great festive month occurring 
in the latter half of July, when the rainy 
season is about to commence. Not only -is 
a special rain-preventer kept, but almost 
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every native has his own methods for keep- 
ing himself from getting wet by rain. One 
method is by holding up his kris, which he 
looks upon, as endued with magic, towards 
the clouds during a storm, and if he does 
this no rain falls on him, though it may be 
pouring in torrents around him. As In all 
the native races of the island, we find 
animism a great feature of native belief. 
According to a Javanese of the less enlight- 
ened order, stones, wood and iron, etc., all 
have their spirits, and these spirits require 
to be propitiated by the burning of incense 
and the use of prescribed invocations. In 
the towns, where Mohammadanism is so 
much stricter, one does not meet these same 
superstitions in such a high degree. 

The Javanese protects himself by many 
amulets and charms, and all through life 
superstition dogs his footsteps. But with 
all his curious ideas he is a very cheerful 
Individual and has a child-like love of 
stories, and one may often see an old man 
surrounded by the young telling story after 
story to an . audience which never wearies. 
Happy and contented, he probably gets as 
much or more out of life than those of 
higher races who are always struggling and 
toiling for success which sometimes so lit- 
tle repays the one who seeks it — Penang 
Gazette. 



The Sus^ar Cane Industry in Qeors^a 

To-day. 

By Capt. D. G. Puesk. 
PiyMunt 6vnm&h Board of Trade. 

Two and one-half years ago tke price of 
cane syrup fell to 12^ cents, net, per gal- 
lon to producers. It had fallen below the 
(Tost of production and many engaged in 
cultivating cane were seriously considering 
its abandonment as a crop. The decline in 
the price of syrup was a very serious con- 
cern to those growers of cane who had been 
increasing their areas year by year for near- 
ly a decade, from one-half-acre patches to 
ten acres and upwards, and, in an excep- 
tional instance, one hundred acres. 

So important a step as eliminating a here- 
tofore valuable crop from the agriculture 
of the state became a matter of grave 
anxiety to those who realized the danger of 
haste in deciding an issue that affected so 
widespread an industry as well as to the 
growers of cane, before investigation could 
be made into the causes combining to render 
profitless the labors of the husbandman. 
Superficial examination made clear, imme- 
diately, the two potent factors to be com- 
bated in order to restore the price of syrup. 
It was undeniably true that our syrup lacked 
uniformity and care in preparation when 
placed upon the market and had thereby 
increased trade prejudice, and it was also 
true that our market was too circumscribed 
for even the grade of syrup placed upon it, 
because of a lack of local enterprise In 
broadening the consumptive area. 

It was known to very lew people two and 
one-half years ago that Georgia, in the de- 



cades 1820-1840, was, in the language of the 
Louisiana Planter (our highest sugar au- 
thority) "The flower among all the sugar- 
producing states " None could touch her 
in the amount and quality of her product 
harvested from plantations around Savan- 
nah, Brunswick and St. Mary's; and. in those 
years many plantations around those cities 
had from 100 to 500 acres in cane along 
with equal or less areas in cotton and rice, 
and thjd yield in sugar and molasses was as 
great to the acre as from the corresponding 
alluvial soils of Louisiana, both states cul- 
tivating t^e same variety of cane, originally 
propagated in Georgia from Japanese stock, 
parent of the ribbon or purple, constituting 
the richest and most hardy variety grown in 
the Soum to-day. 

The irrefutable standing witnesses of the 
magnitude of the cane crop of Georgia in 
the second quarter of the last century are 
the ruins of sugar plants, scattered along 
the coast from the Savannah to the St 
Mary's river, towering above the lesser the 
massive walls of Tabby, hid amid a rank 
growth of vegetation, at Hopeton planta- 
tion, where the genius and foresight of 
James Hamilton Couper, Georgia's greatest 
scientist and scholar, and most skilled agri- 
culturist of his generation, planned in every 
detail, and directed personally, the con- 
struction of this sugar plant for grinding 
and manufacturing^ his own crop of cane, 
that placed him fifty years in advance of the^ 
thought of his generation, and was a model 
of perfection in such works, until within the 
last twenty years. 

Two and one-half years ago it was cur- 
rent talk that Georgia would enter upon a 
dangerous experiment if she attempted com- 
petition with Louisiana in the production 
of sugar for the open market; that it was 
all right for our farmers to plant cane for 
a personal supply of sugar and syrup, and 
that he was an unsafe counsellor who ad- 
vised any more extensive cultivation for 
such an Utopian purpose as making Georgia 
commercially a sugar-producing state. 

It is said of good men that their works 
"do live after them." Surely there Is an 
exception to this pleasant retrospect in the 
instance of the Spauldings, the Coupers, the 
Kings and the Clinches who in their day, 
by co-operation, builded Georgia into a not- 
able rivalry with Louisiana, for while their 
names remain fresh and fragrant with the 
memory of many goodly deeds, their efforts 
as sugar planters, in the lapse of two gen- 
erations, have been as effectively effaced 
from popular history as though such efforts 
had never been made and a whole world 
hears to-day with astonishment that Geor- 
gia was the first state of the Union to en- 
gage in the production of sugar upon a 
commercial basis, while Louisiana was still 
a territory and laying the foundations for 
her present sugar industry with seed drawn 
from Qeorgia. 

Why Georgia suddenly ceased to be a su- 
gar state, there are none now living to ex- 



plain, and history and personal diaries af- 
ford no clue. It occurred simultaneously 
with the increase in the cultivation of cot- 
ton and rice to which it stood as a com- 
panion money crop, the equal in dignity of 
either. It is not sufficient explanation that 
the cultivation of cotton and rice was more 
profitable than cane and that we were at a 
disadvantage in the competition with Louis- 
iana. The same train of reasoning should 
have driven us from the cultivation of cot- 
ton and rice years ago in competition with 
Louisiana, and, more recently, Texas. It 
is more probable that the decadence of cane 
cultivation in Georgia started at a time 
when James Hamilton Couper, its greatest 
advocate, was engrossed with his oil inte^ 
ests in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, 
where he was pioneering, at an enormous 
outlay for that period, the extraction of 
oil from cotton seed, first attempted in 
1826 in Virginia and later in Columbia, S. C, 
and which in late years has become the basis 
of an extensive and profitable industry, the 
demand for the seed giving an -enhaneed 
value to cotton cultivation. It seemed then 
that Mr. Couper would add largely to. his 
fortune from the venture, but disaster over- 
took him and he became crippled financially 
at a critical moment for cane cultivation 
in Georgia as the result proves, for had Mr. 
Couper's oil mill venture been successful, 
no one acquainted with the man and liis 
environment can doubt for a moment that 
Georgia would have come down to our times 
as a sugar-producing state. 

Under almost identical conditions Louis- 
iana was abandoning cane for rice over 
the greater portion of her alluvial cane belt 
in 1880-85 when the United States Bureau 
of Agriculture commissioned Dr. H. W. 
Wiley (recently with us in (Jeorgia) to visit 
Louisiana to seek the causes so depressing 
cane cultivation and stay, if possible, its 
abandonment as a leading crop in that state. 
This visit paved the way for the call of Dr. 
Wm. C. Stubbs from a professorship in col- 
lege. Auburn, Ala., to the head of the cane 
industry of Louisiana, who, through his own 
indomitable energy, with the assistance of 
the experiment stations he established, lifted 
Louisiana out of the slough of agricultural 
despair in which she was then struggling, 
and planted her firmly upon the lofty pedes- 
tal of industrial prosperity she enjoys to- 
day and which will expand to greater pro- 
portions as the years speed by. In exalt- 
ing his state. Dr. Stubbs added lustre' to 
his own name, and is now recognized as 
one of the foremost scientific and practical 
cane growers and sugar manufacturers wher- 
ever cane is grown on this globe. 

Just two years ago Dr. Stubbs, as director 
of the Louisiana Sugar Experiment Station, 
Audubon Park, New Orleans, who had, in 
October previous, in company with the writ- 
er, as the guest of the Savannah Board of 
Trade, made a tour of the sugar-cane belts 
of Georgia and Florida, reporting upon an- 
alyses of canes gathered and forwarded to 
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him at New Orlewis, without expense, 
through the generous courtesy of the South- 
ern Express Company, said that the analyses 
**showed that the cane grown in Georgia and 
Florida were greatly superior in sugar con- 
tent to that grown upon the alluvial lands 
in Louisiana," and, further, that "this in- 
creased saccharine content is of vital im- 
portance to the sugar manufacturer, and as 
soon as demonstrated by one or two local 
factories will cause capitalists from every 
direction to speedily erect factories through- 
out the belt for the purchase of cane and 
manufacture of sugar." 

About the same time Dr. Stubbs, answer- 
ing an inquiry, wrote Mr. Paul DuPuy, an 
old I^uisiana planter, then resident of San 
Antonio, Fla., concerning his trip to Georgia 
and Florida and these analyses: "I was 
amopted to find the extent to which sugar 
cane was grown and the quantity of syrup 
annually made for the market I spent sev- 
eral days in the field and weighed quite a 
number of acres growing in cane, and to my 
astonishment found the yields were from 16 
to 35 tons to the acre. May say further, 
their cane is unusually rich. I have Just fin- 
ished analyzing another batch of nineteen 
varieties (following gne of sixty-nine) grown 
all through that section and all showed large 
superiority in sugar content to those grown 
upon the alluvial soil of south Ix)uisiana." 

The unqualified and outspoken conclusions 
of Dr. Stubbs, after personal examination 
and chemical determination, regarding the 
extreme richness of cane produced in Geor- 
gia and Florida have attracted widespread 
attention, and the high position held by Dr. 
Stubbs as an expert in the cultivation of 
cane and the manufacture of sugar, es- 
tablishes beyond cavil the superior advan- 
tages possessed by these states for the pro- 
duction of syrup and sugar. But everybody 
has not heard of the conclusions reached 
by Dr. Stubbs, for within the present calen- 
dar year, one high in authority in Wash- 
ington, D. C, confessed to the writer that he 
did not know that Georgia could grow sugar- 
cane, and another equal in intelligence, 
though in a less important position, serious- 
ly cautioned the writer against efforts to 
experiment in cane cultivation in Georgia 
and Florida when the sugar question was 
such a live one and a dangerous problem 
to attempt to solve against the overshadow- 
ing influence of sugar states, like Louisiana 
Cuba and Hawaii. 

At home. Dr. Stubbs' conclusions have 
awakened a deep Interest in, and a closer 
study of cane cultivation upon the lines of 
greater thoroughness in the employment of 
more improved methods in the manufacture 
of syrup until we get to a sugar basis, for 
Dr. Stubbs has, with equal emphasis, sought 
to impress upon our cane growers that up- 
to-date farming and the employment of im- 
proved machinery in manufacture were as 
necessary as the extreme richness of the 
cane to enable them to compete with the 
world in syrup and sugar production. 



Organized bodies, as well as Individuals, 
have been moved by the utterances of Dr. 
Stubbs to lend their countenance and sup- 
port to the efforts made to restore sugar- 
cane cultivation in this section, and one of 
the most significant and far-reaching results 
of organized action, was in the unanimous 
adoption of resolutions at a convention held 
in Brunswick in April last, calling upon the 
legislature of the state to provide an ex- 
periment station in Southern Georgia for 
educating our farmers in the more advanced 
methods of cane-cultivation and conversion 
of its juice into sugar and syrup. These 
resolutions subsequently also received the 
unanimous endorsement of the Georgia State 
Agricultural Society at the annual meeting, 
Thomasville, 14th August, and in both in- 
stances special committees were named to 
press, upon the legislature 01 Georgia the 
importance of their substance and they have 
since been presented to Ihe legislature now 
in session by these committees. 

It is scarcely possible to estimate the value 
such a station would be to the cane grow- 
ers of southern Georgia, and the state owes 
it to herself to provide this station. Our 
primitive methods of cultivation and equally 
primitive machinery for extracting and con- 
verting juices into syrup and sugar must be 
.abandoned, and an experiment station is de- 
manded to educate in modem methods. The 
vast area of waste land in the state, now 
practically outlawed for general farming, 
that if intelligently directed could be made 
to grow cane, demonstrates one of the most 
urgent needs for an experiment station, be- 
cause the state would be one of the geatest 
beneficiaries in making these desert places 
"to blossom as the valley." 

The result of Dr. Stubbs' visit, the confi- 
dence it inspired, and the more general in- 
quiry it attracted to our syrup, is reflected 
most signiflcantly in the advance in its price 
from 12V2 cents to 32% cents per gallon, 
though in the interval the production has 
been nearly trebiod from increase of acre- 
age planted in cane; and yet there is a vast 
territory in which Georgia cane and syrup 
is unknown, and where its Introduction 
would rapidly win favor for it and replace 
the vile adulterations called syrup that have 
worked positive injury to honestly made 
products. 

In January last, the writer was investiga- 
ting a new method just proposed for im- 
proving the product of the sorghum in Kan- 
sas to successful competition with the syrup 
of Louisiana, and which it was claimed 
would drive the latter from competition in 
Kansas. The corresimndence led to an ex- 
change of samples of syrup with Mr. A. A. 
Denton, Medicine Lodge, Kas., who may just- 
ly be called the father of the highest de- 
velopment of sorghum in the United States 
for syrup making. After tasting our cane 
syrup, Mr. Denton frankly admitted that he 
had not counted upon such a foe in his boast- 
ful utterance against Louisiana syrup. 

This sorghum correspondence involved an- 



other distinguished citizen, of Kansas in the 
person of Ifon. F. D. Coburn, secretary State 
Board of Agriculture, to whom the writer 
also mailed samples of syrup and who, in 
acknowledging their receipt said: '*The 
syrup looks attractive and tastes well, and 
it is a remarkable fact that we cannot get 
such syrup here for love or money. What 
do such syrups as you send sell for in your 
country by the barrel or single gallon and 
where do they find a market, and for what 
particular purposes?" 

But the superiority of our syrup is gradu- 
ally coursing its way through the arteries 
of trade, and within two weeks an object 
lesson, illustrative of this, came under the 
notice of the writer at Cairo, Ga., of three 
cars being loaded with syrup for Texas, 
following two shipped a short time before. 
Let, our manufacturers of syru^ maintain 
the purity and uniform character of the pro- 
duct and "pure Georgia cane syrup will be- 
come a more familiar household name in 
New England than the aromatic maple, be- 
cause of nature's more bounteous supply 
equally grateful to the palate" just as it is 
now working its way into the coveted ter- 
ritory of the Louisiana product. 

The railroad and express companies of 
the cane belts of the South have been quick 
to appreciate the importance of encourag- 
ing the increase of cane cultivation /or the 
uplifting of the territory traversed by them, 
and the addition it would make to the vol- 
ume of their traffic, and have always given 
an unvarying support to the writer in his 
many efforts to promote cane cultivation on 
a scale in Georgia and Florida adequate for 
the production of sugar on a commercial 
basis, thus restoring a crop — not experiment- 
ing on a new one — to broaden again the agri- 
cultural wealth and power of these states. 

A correspondent of the North American, 
of Philadelphia, in issue June 6, writing 
from Georgia said: "Nowhere in Dixie have 
I seen a more alluring opportunity for the 
investment of money, brains and energy than 
is offered in the cane belt of Greorgia and 
Florida. Capital, push and good business 
sense put into this line will yield a quick 
'and an enormous return. Shrewd men have 
discovered the possibilities and are hasten- 
ing to take advantage of them." 

The same writer adds further: "It is by 
freight that railroads live, and from the 
same acreage In cotton and in cane the busi- 
ness for the railroad is as 1 to 15 on the most 
conservative estimate. The weight of the 
cotton crop on an acre of average Georgia 
land is not more than 600 pounds. Of this 
200 pounds is lint and 400 pounds seed. The 
railroads get to haul from an acre in cotton 
200 pounds to tidewater and some portion 
of the 400 pounds of seed to the nearest cot- 
tonseed oil mill. An acre in sugar-cane on 
average land will produce not less than fif- 
teen tons, 30,000 pounds of cane, from which 
will be made not less than 3,S00 pounds of ' 
sugar. This sugar must be hauled to mar- 
ket and the railroads will get as much 
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mileage from it as from the lint cotton, 
which would make the difference In favor of 
the sugar as 1 to 17V.». While the raw cane 
would not perhaps be hauled as many miles 
to the sugar mill as the cotton peed is to the 
oil mill, the enormous difference in weight 
from a maximum of 400 in the case of cot- 
ton seed to a minimum of 30,000 In the case 
of sugar-cane would make the difference in 
freight returns to the railroads as great as 
It is between the product of the two ready 
for market." 

With all the known facts in regard to the 
value of cane cultivation to every interest in 
the cane belt and its established profitable- 
ness to its cultivators, there has yet ap- 
peared something lacking to inspire confi- 
dence in capital to undertake its commer- 
cial exploitation and for quite a year the 
writer has earnestly sought to interest the 
United States Department of Agriculture in 
the way that it has established in the public 
confidence, in so firm a manner, the pro- 
duction of sugar from beets as a safe and 
remunerative investment for capital, that 
their conclusions after thoroughly investi- 
gating cane culture if it confirmed the re- 
sults of previous inquiries, would inspire 
the same confidence in the manufacture of 
sugar from the cane and attract brawn, brain 
and capital to our cane belt for more scienti- 
fic cultivation and the Introduction of mod- 
ern machinery for more economical manu- 
facture. 

First the Department kindly undertook an 
analysis of soils and later of the cane, both 
of which analyses are progressing satisfac- 
torily and yielding most gratifying results. 

Within the past two weeks, in company 
with the writer, Dr. H, W. Wiley, chief 
division of chemistry. Department of Agri- 
culture, as the representative of Hon. James 
Wilson, secretary of Agriculture, at the ur- 
gent request of the writer, made a tour of 
the cane belt of Georgia and Florida as the 
guest of the Central of Georgia, Southern, 
Plant System and Seaboard Air Line, and 
equally an honored guest of each commun- 
ity visited in the lightning speed of the 
tour of 1,800 miles within four days. Dr. 
Wiley revelled in surprises at each step,* 
such as Dr. Stubbs had experienced two 
years before, and returned to Washington 
to report to Secretary Wilson that kindly 
nature had fashioned Southern Georgia and 
the state of Florida with wonderful possi- 
bilities lor sugar production and that they 
should have the fostering care of his depart- 
ment In developing these possibilities. 

Since returning to Washington, Dr. Wiley 
writes that the report of his tour has so 
greatly interested Secretary Wilson that he 
has determined to ask of Congress an ample 
appropriation for fully exploiting the re- 
sources of Georgia and other states that 
may be able to assist in relieving our de- 
pendence upon foreign countries for over 80 
per cent of the sugar consumed to-day by 
the people of the United States. In an in- 
terview in the Washington Star, Dr. Wiley 



says of his trip South: "Through Central 
Georgia we found sugar-cane growing as far 
north as Macon. Thomasville and Cairo, in 
Georgia, are the great centers of the South- 
ern syrup Industry. From Cairo, I think, 
the annual export amounts to over 15,000 
barrels. There American syrup making has 
reached its best development. It has In- 
creased tenfold In the past five years. The 
American consumer Is tired of syrups made 
up largely of glucose and sugar waste. To 
meet this new demand the Georgia manu- 
facturer has taken to producing a syrup 
made from the whole cane — what was known 
formerly as 'cracker syrup.' It is the best 
cane syrup I have seen. It is altogether 
pure and wholesome. 

"I have spoken of the growth of cane in 
middle Georgia and the development of the 
syrup trade to indicate the new importance 
which sugar has attained there. Hitherto 
sugar-cane could j)ot be grown In Georgia 
with sufficient profit to encourage compe- 
tition with the growers In the tropics. Now, 
with a developed cane particularly suited 
to that soil, he not only grows cane at a 
profit, but raises from 30 to 35 tons of cane 
to the acre, harvests his crop In eight mo];iths 
Instead of fourteen, turns Into the gin a 
product fully equal in fiavor to that of the 
hotter countries and receives one-sixth of 
the entire cane weight in sugar." 

In January it is the purpose of the De- 
partment of Agriculture to issue a Bulletin 
covering the report of Dr. Wiley upon his 
trip to Georgia and Florida, which Bulletin 
will also embrace complete analyses of soils 
and cane gathered, and forwarded by the 
writer through tne mails to Washington, 
over the states of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida and Alabama. It will be a valuable 
paper and place the cultivation of cane in 
this section before the country in a positive 
and concise shape, never before possible, and 
that must be of inestimable advantage to 
this section. 

Dr. Wiley's visit was most inopportune, 
it might appear to the casual observer, be- 
cause his first introduction to a Georgia cane 
mill was at a moment when the cane was 
frozen too hard (Monday, November 18, 7 
a. m., 90th M., thermometer 26** above zero) 
for being drawn into the rollers of the mill. 
But it was a fortunate circumstance In any 
practical way the incident is viewed. It 
gave Dr. Wiley material for studying the 
effect of frost upon our cane, from which 
he may evolve protection for it from the 
frost's severest consequences in future years. 
The experience of similar weather (26* above 
zero) for over 100 miles south of Jackson- 
ville showed that we still had a right to 
claim we were in the cane belt and that it 
was phenomenal weather. Dr. Wiley re- 
marked on the occasion that he had come 
to the "Sunny South" to find the first touch 
of winter, as he had left spring weather in 
Washington the day before. Since then, the 
Weather Bureau has declared that November, 
1901, ranked as the coldest in thirty years. 



That no discouragement should be drawn 
from the phenomenal character of our pres- 
ent winter, it is only necessary to recall 
the severity of the winter of 1898, in Louis- 
iana, when the sugar planters of that state 
lost more than half of their seed-cane by 
freezes while the temperature of Georgia was 
normal. If more comfort is wanted, on Jan- 
uary 23, 1827, a frost occurred in Havana, 
Cuba, injuring coffee trees. Even the old- 
est Inhabitant could not conjure up from 
memory a similar occurrence. It was unpre- 
cedented, but true. There were few warm 
spots on the earth that winter, except in 
the bowels of volcanoes. 

The late cold spell emphasized the su- 
preme necessity. If It accomplished naught 
else, for a sugar experiment station, through 
whose quick counsel and co-operation enough 
might have been saved to cane growers in 
a wise manipulation of their frosted cane, 
to pay. at leasts the Interest on the state 
debt for one year. 

In February, 1902, Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Wilson win accompany Dr. Wiley to 
the South to view for himself the Eldorado 
Dr. Wiley has pictured to him, and the 
South with outstretched arms is ready to 
receive the distinguished visitors, to her 
bosom oii their mission to promote and ele- 
vate the growth of her agricultural wealth 
and power. 

Thus, within the narrow confine of three 
years, the people of the cane belt of the 
Southeastern Gulf and Atlantic states will 
have been diverted from the abandonmeni 
of a valuable crop, by earnest and persist- 
ent missionary work and obpect lessons, to 
studying measures for its expansion even 
beyond the commanding position it had at- 
tained in 1829, under the magnetic impulse 
of the genius and masterly activity of James 
Hamilton Couper.—Dixic. 



Indian Corn as a Source of Sugar, 
Cellulose and New Food Products. 

{Statement by F. L, Stewart.) 
Some years ago I made known the fact,— 
which since I have fully demonstrated,— 
that the Indian corn plant can be so grown 
as to develop and ripen the Juice of its 
stalk instead of maturing the grain, when it 
becomes practically a sugar cane. An im- 
portant physiological change takes place 
in the plant In consequence of a prescribed 
treatment of the ear before it has ripened— 
the direct effect of which is a great prolonga- 
tion of tne life of the plant and an extra- 
ordinary accumulation of sugar in the Juice. 
This fact, heretofore unrecognized and, of 
course, unutilized, has furnished the basis 
and starting point for the building up of a 
new Industry, embracing not only sugar 
manufacture in the widept sense, but also 
the bringing into practical use of other high- 
ly valuable new products from the same 
natural source. 

A full account of the discovery and of 
the conclusions then based upon it was 
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first published in 1893, when the matter 
attracted much attention and was noticed 
in leading scientific and commercial Jour- 
nals, — including the Journal of Commerce 
end Commercial Bulletin, — since which time 
nothing further has been made public. It 
was found, in tne progress of investigation, 
that a new and rapidly widening field of 
work was being opened up, and that, before 
its practical importance could be fully real- 
ized, much yet remained to be done. The 
chemistry of the juice and the physiological 
traits of maize under these entirely new 
conditions had to be more closely investi- 
gated. It was necessary to conduct analyti- 
cal experiments, from crop to crop, to con- 
firm earlier results and to secure a proper 
basis for the selection of the varieties of 
maize most naturally adapted for this pur- 
pose. The sorts thus selected have been 
carefully grown in different soils and clima- 
tic conditions upon the saccharine develop- 
ment. Also, it has been tound necessary 
to decide upon the methods of field culture 
best adapted to this new treatment of the 
plant, and that time should be given for the 
perfecting of the new processes of factory 
work; so as to produce the best returns at 
the lowest cost; and last, but not least, to 
ascertain the proper utilization of the field 
and factory by-products, which have proved 
to be scarcely second in value to the sugar 
itself. 

Up to tixis time, the tropical cane and the 
beet have supplied the sugar markets of 
the world. But, within the United States, 
the geographical range of those plants is 
very narrowly restricted. The northern 
limit of the sugar cane is reached at the 
30th parallel, the southern limit of the beet, 
for sugar, at about Lat. 40 degrees. The 
vast gap between these limits is not capable 
of being filled by either. 

One result of this discovery is that maize 
is now made available for use in sugar pro- 
duction throughout the whole of this unoc- 
cupied field, — an immense area of the best 
arable land on the continent, lying between 
latitudes 30 deg. and 40 deg. east of the 
Rocky Mountains, and west of them in 
southern California. 

To set at rest the Question as to the ca- 
pacity of the plant to produce sugar abund- 
antly any where within the corn district in 
this country, it has been grown for the last 
three years in succession at properly selected 
points widely separated, and analyses have 
been made by chemists specially chosen for 
their skill in practical saccharimetry. The 
results of those tests are here concisely 
tabulated: 

Previously selected and improved varie- 
ties of plant, **A" and "D," were taken as 
the standard in each case. 

Year 1898. — Stalk and Juice samples from 
com grown at Murrysville, Pa. — 12.64 to 
13.68 per cent of sucrose in the juice — 4.41 
invert sugar— (Stillwell ft Gladding, chem- 
ists of the New York Produce Exchange, New 
York City). 



The same by Mr. Edw. Wolfbauer, chem- 
ist and cane and beet sugar expert. New 
York City — average 12.61 sucrose in the 
Juice. 

Year 1899. — The same grown in Elkhorn 
Valley, Nebraska, near Norfolk— 12.61 to 
13.6 sucrose in the Juice — 16 tons of trimmed 
stalks estimated to the acre. 

Year 1900. — Caliiornia, Ventura County; 
Alkaline soil with irrigation. Average 13.1 
sucrose and 1.10 invert in Juice. Average 
stalk tonnage 17 14 tons per acre. 

Orange County; peat soil. Variety "A," 
14.54 per cent sucrose and 1.00 invert in the 
Juice; 12.8 per cent sucrose and 0.9 invert 
in the staiR. 

South Carolina."^— Hampton County, 13.48 
per cent in Juice. 

Georgia. — Chatham — Effingham and Val- 
dost^ counties — Average 13.05 per cent in the 
Juice. 

Pennsylvania. — Westmoreland County — 
Average or varieties *'A" and "D," 13.50 per 
cent sucrose in the Juice; 12 per cent of the 
stalk. 

The foregoing results are confirmed by 
those of this year, and prove conclusively 
the capacity of the selecteu varieties, any- 
where within the corn belt, to produce the 
highest grade of sugar with the same uni- 
formity and in as large amount as the sugar 
cane. 

PRACTICAL BESVLTS IN SUGAB MAKING. 

Practical tests have been made from year 
to year in sugar extraction, establishing ful- 
ly the accuracy of the analyses — well crystal- 
lized masse cuites were secured in all cases 
by the processes Used. 

Mr. Edw. Wolfbauer, above quoted, whose 
Judgment is based upon a very extensive 
practical experience of bset sugar manu- 
facture in Europe and this country and with 
the sugar cane in Louisiana, says In his re- 
port in 1898 of the samples grown in Penn- 
sylvania: "I A.nd that the average sug^r 
content is larger than that of the average 
sugar cane in Louisiana;" and in 1899, re- 
marking upon the quality of the Nebraska- 
grown corn: **The stalks were at least of ' 
the same diameter as sugar cane, the use- 
ful height being even longer, the distance 
between the Joints and the thickness of the 
same, etc., at least as favorable as good su- 
gar cane," and that close examination shows 
It to ba 'anatomically identical with the 
sugar cane." 

Upon the basis of 12 per cent sugar in the 
Juice, which is considerably below the aver- 
age, as above shown, Mr. Wohoauer esti- 
mates closely the yield in sugar per ton 
of the corn-cane, and its cost and value in 
1898, which differ but little from present 
rates, as follows: 

"The total expenses per ton (2,000 lbs.) 

of stalks win be: 

Price of staiKS 12.00 

Railway transportation 30 

Manufacturing expenses 2.50 

f4.80 



"The average price of 96 deg, centrifu- 
gal sugar for the year 1898 was 4.235. Mo- 
lasses or 2nd sugar is always quoted at 
% of a cent below centrifugal for the basis 
of 89 deg. For the molasses I have taken 
a very low average, bftsed on my experience 
in Louisiana, say 3 cents a gallon at the 
plantation. The total value of the products 
will be found upon these figures to be: 
First sugar, lui..7 lbs. (96 degrees) . .|6,890 
Second sugar, 26.3 lbs. (89 degrees).. 0.916 
Molasses 5 gallons 0.150 

Total IJ.956 

Less brokerage, 1 per cent 080 

Railway freight, 150 miles 071 

.151 

Net prices |7.805 

"Deducting from this ihe calculated total 
expenses, the apparent net profit per one 
ton of stalks will be: 

Net price of product |7.8o6 

Total expenses 4.80 

Profit 13.005 

Or 38.5 per cent." 

Mr. Wolfbauer further reports: "The 
above figures do not include any considera- 
tion of the exhausted chips for paper pulp. 
The technical possibilities for such manu- 
facture have been demonstrated by many 
practical experiments. In the present case, 
the stalks are cut up and thoroughly cleaned 
and are a waste product of the sugar house 
which does not represent any' actual cost of 
raw material. The quality of the pulp, as 
shown by microscopical examination, is 
superior to that from straw or wood." It 
is estimated as worth now (1901) 2 cents to 
2% cents per pound — a low valuation. 

YIELD IN MANUFACTURED PBODUCTS FROM THE 
WHOLE PLANT. 

During the series of years covered by the 
tests, variety "A" has produced per acre at 
the rate of one ton (2,000 lbs.) of 96 deg. 
centrifugal sugar; 4,000 lbs. of dry, pure 
cellulose pulp; and 2,500 pounds of food 
products which, air dried in the raw state, 
are equal in value to 50 bushels of the 
ripened grain. 

Variety A," grown upon land capable of 
producing an average of 50 bushels of ripe 
corn per acre, at an average cost of 15 
dollars per acre, will produce 25 tons gross 
weight of the matured plant for thifi pur- 
pose; consisting of about 15 tons (30,000 ■ 
lbs.) trimmed stalks, 3 tons of tops and 
blades, and 7 tons of ears and husks, or 
5Vi tons of green ears and 1% tons of husks. ^ 

Brlefiy stated, the outcome is this: by ^ 
taking aa vantage of a principle of develop- 
ment inherent In the plant, we produce an 
accumulation of sugar In the Stalk which 
makes it practically a True Sugar C!ane, 
adapted to temperate latitudes, with a Juice 
containing 13 per cent cane sugar and a 
purity of over 80 degrees. 

Superadded to this, from other parts ot 
the same plant which yields the sugar, are 
derived new food products more valuable ^ 
than those derivable from the ripened grain, 
besides a supply of pure fiber and cellulose 
which, unlike those obtained from wood, are 
practically Inexaaustlble — being annually/ 
renewed from the fields. 

It is contemplated to combine the manu- * 
facture of sugar, cellulose and the other 
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products at the same works; thus* wherever 
central factories are established, greatly 
dimlnishiilg their cost and giving profitable 
employment to skilled workmen and work- 
ing most of the machinery tne year round. 
It is demonstrable that the cost of 96 deg. 
centrifugal sugar, made from this source, 
can be reduced to one cent per pound — and 
that of paper pulp much diminished below 
that now obtained from wood. 

The delay allowed to be incurred before 
organizing this industry upon an adequate, 
practical scale has been more than com- 
pensated by the gain in making it possible, 
first, to establish all the main facts, as 
stated, beyond all controversy or doubt. 

Ffom the first the conviction was cher- 
ished that the final outcome would be not 
only a great reduction in the cost of the 
three important products now obtainable 
from the same plant, — a large increase In 
their production and the elevation of Amer- 
ican agriculture somewhat nearer to its true 
rank, — but also that it would render the 
still higher service of enlisting and deepen- 
ing the intelligent interest of the toiler In 
the field in his own proper work and of 
bringing to skilled labor there, not less 
than in the workshop, a more adequate 
reward* — F. L, Stewart, Murryaville, Pa., in 
The Neto xork Journal of Commerce^ Dec. 
20, 1901. 



Pipe Coverins: Tests By Qeoi^e H. 
Barrus. 

FBOM "power" op NEW YORK. 

George H. Barrus, M. E., has been for some 
weeks conducting a test of non-conducting 
materials upon a large scale in the basement 
of the new Manhattan power house, at Sev- 
enty-fijTth street and East River. On Tues- 
day, November 12, he entertained a large 
number of engineers, showing them the ap- 
paratus and the tests in progress and giving 
in the following paper the comparative re- 
sults obtained. The absolute data collected 
are promised for a later edition. 

These pipe-covering tests were planned 
with the object of ascertaining the efficiency, 
both comparatively and absolutely, of some 
of the leading coverings as ordinarily manu- 
factured, soiu and applied. I mean by the 
^erm "efficiency" simply that efficiency which 
measures the degree to which the covering 
serves to prevent radiation of heat from 
the outside of the pipe, or what is the same 
thing the degree to which the covering pre- 
vents the condensation of steam in the In- 
terior of the pipe. 

To enable you in the best way to under- 
stand the whole matter, a few statements 
may be made regarding the general scheme 
of installation, the method of test and the 
leading results so far as yet worked out 

First, as to the arrangement of the test- 
ing plant. 

The plant is divided into two sections, one 
for coverings designed to stand the highest 
pressures which are now regularly carried 
by the modem power plants, say. 150 pounds 
per square inch, and the other for lower 
pressures such as have been in vogue for 
many years past, say 80 pounds per square 
inch. 

It was sought to install a testing plant 
for the purpose in view that should be on a 
sufficiently large scale to approximate to 
practical conditions of service rather than 
make it a laboratory apparatus and a labora- 
tory test which characterizes much of the 
work heretofore done in this field of testing. 

That the work might also be carried out 
on a commercial scale it was sought to make 
and continue the tests a sufficient number 
of hours continuously in a day and a suffi- 
cient number of days in succession that no 



question could be raised as to the reliability 
of the data from too short duration, or from 
want of continuous repetition. Many of the 
coverings have therefore been tested day 
after day for a period of a month, and every 
one has been subjected to at least three days' 
run from 8 to 9 hours continuous test each 
day. 

The size of the pipe selected for the lead- 
ing tests is ithe ordinary standard two-dnch 
steam pipe; and the leng^th selected, 100 feet, 
for each pipe. That the effect of size of pipe 
on thfe results might be studied and exhibited 
and at the same time the work brought into 
line with the practice of high pressure power 
plants, especially as regards much of the 
engine and boiler room piping, two 10-inch 
pipes, each 35 feet in length, form a part 
of the 150 pound section of the apparatus. 

The 2-lnch pipe in the 80-pound section of 
the pliant are numbered for reference 1, 2, 3, 
4 and 5. The 2-inch pipes in the 150-pound 
section are desigmated 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, and 
the 10-inch pipes are numbered 11 and 12. 

To facilitate the handling of the appar- 
atus and the ready collection and measure- 
ment of the water of condensation dis- 
charged from the pipes, the stekm is first 
supplied to a central point on one of the 
long sides of a rectangular room, a/bout 130 
feet long and 22 feet wide, and the various 
pipes lead from this point outward to the 
two ends of the room and thence after turn- 
ing they are brought back to points near the 
center where the various collecting casks and 
weighing scales are conveniently located. 
Although the pipes in each section set out 
from the same point, or r«;ther from points in 
line with each other above the header, they 
do not arrive at their destinations of dis- 
charge in a similar line with each other, be- 
cause in maKing the turn and re-tarn at the 
end of the room the outside pipes have the 
longer distance to cover. The 2-inch pipes 
are laid out 16 inches from center to center 
or 5 feet 4 inches from the center of No. 1 
to the center of No. 5. The same from the 
center of No. 6 to th« center of No. 10. Con- 
sequently, the drip end of No. 6 .pipe is 21 
feet 4 inches farther from the center line of 
the room man that of No. 1 pipe; and like- 
wise the drip end of No. 10 pipe is 21 feet 4 
inches farther from the center line of the 
room than that of No. 6 pipe. The two 10- 
inch pipes are parallel to each other and a 
straight run. They are consequently ar- 
ranged in a precisely similar manner 
throughout. 

The main object so far as the getting of 
the principal data is concerned is to properly 
.' secure and measure the water formed by 
condensation of the steam in the pipe% 
Precautions must be taken first to insure a 
supply of steam to the pipes free from water 
at the stai^; in other words, dry steam; sec- 
ond, suitable 'inclination or pitch of the 
pipes to insure the drainage of all the water 
formed by condensation to the drip-ends or 
the points where it is discharged into the 
collecting casks; third, the thorough vent- 
ing of the drip-ends of the pipes to prevent 
the collection of air in the interior, and 
fourth, the proper collection and measure- 
ment of all the water discharged. To secure 
dry steam at the start, the steam from the 
boiler first enters the. central separator, 
which is merely a vertical 6-inch pipe, 
drained at the bottom by a steam trap, *he 
steam entering through a 2-inch pipe at the 
top which descends inside about 18 inches: 
the steam, freed of its water, passing off at 
the two side branches which are each of the 
'2-inch size. Before entering either nealer 
the steam passes through another separator, 
which is likewise a 6-lnch vert^'al pipe, 
drained at the bottom by a %-inch valve, "J. he 
entering steam likewise descending through 



a 2-inch pipe a distance of about 18 inches, 
and the dried steam passing off at the side 
into the end of the 6-inch header. As a fur- 
ther precaution the cuter or deal end of 
either header is drained by a %-inch pipe, 
connecting into the main drain pipe above 
the valve, and attached to the vertical por- 
tion of this pipe is a glass gauge to reveal 
to the eye any collection of water inside. 
Beyond all this, a steam calorimeter is at- 
tached to the side of either healer the samp- 
ling pipe of which draws from the center of 
the interior space. Starting wltu dry Ftcam 
in the headers which are protecced by hair, 
felt and canvas, a supply of dry steam to 
the pipes is secured by connecting to the top 
cf the header and taking the st^am In each 
case through a 2-inch angle valve. The 
proper drainage of the water formed by con- 
densation in the test pipes Is secured by 
pitching them from the inlet end to the dis- 
charging end. The 2-inch pipes have a total 
drop from one end to the other of 10 inches. 
The 10-inch pipes have a total drop of $ 
inches. 

The venting of air is secured by the at- 
tachment of a 14-lnch air pipe to each drip 
end, at a point about % inch aibove the line 
of the bottom of the pipe insMe. 

The drip end of each t«3*jtpip»5 is provider 
with a vertical drain pipe of the >/i-lnch size, 
provided at the bottoni with a %-Jnch globe 
valve. Attached to the pipe above this vaive 
is a glass water gauge. By means of this 
glass gauge, which is an all-important ap- 
pendage to each pipe, a knowledge is had of 
the exact state of the water condensed iu 
the pipe, and by suitable regulation of <he 
discharge valve the water can be kept drawn 
down continuously to the desired mark, and 
all the water discharged to the weighing 
cask as fast as it coHo'^ts To fnoiiitale the 
easy regulation of tuo discharge water, a 
second discharge pipe of the %-mch size is 
attached to the drip end of the lower gauge 
fitting and this is provided with a '^-inch 
globe valve. The main depend^jnce for the 
discharge of water into the casks is |)laced 
upon this pipe, and its oat lot descends to 
within 6 inches of the Ijcttom. That all the 
water discharged under the presfcurc; to 
which it is subjected in the testpipa may be 
recovered without loss of f'vaporati(»n when 
the pressure is relieved, th«> cask is partly 
filled with cold water at the l>eglniiing of a 
test, and the highly heatel water is quickly 
cooled. Each cask rest^ on an independent 
platform scale which reads to Vi, pounds, 
and the rate of condensation in the pipe for 
any interval of time, such as a half hour or 
an hour, is the increase of weight shown on 
the scales for that period of time. 

It will be observed that a considerable 
blow of steam occurs from the vent pipes. 
This is steam In every case and not the wa- 
ter of condensation from the test pipe, and 
it insures the complete "ventilation," so to 
speak, of the interior. 

So much for the leading features of the 
plant. Taking up next the coverings them- 
selves; these, I would say first, were bought 
in open market, and I believe them to be 
what they were by this method of purchase 
intended to be, samples of the coverings 
which are ordinarily supplied by the various 
manufacturers in the ordinary course of 
business. 

They were applied by workmen familiar 
with the application of pipe coverings, under 
intelligent supervision, and in my opinion 
well butted, jointed and secured. During 
the progress of the tests they have been fre- 
quently pointed up with cement where the 
joints through continued service have be- 
come defective, 'the same as would be done 
by the repair force having the care of a 
steam plant in commercial service which is 
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well kept up. Before the conclusion of the 
tests opportunity was given the representa- 
tives of each covering to visit the plant, ex- 
amine his goods, criticize their application 
and where defective, correct the defects. It 
may be said, here, that where such defects 
have been found and corrected no appreci- 
able improvement was proauced, thus show- 
ing that the coverings were already well 
applied. 

In planning the tests of the 80-pound sec- 
tion of coverings two methods have been pur- 
sued. The four pipes No. 2, 3, 4 and 5 have 
been tested with four different coverings, 
each of which has been in use without re- 
moval during the entire time of the tests, 
which commenced September 27. With the 
exception of one week, these doverings have 
been under test 8 to 9 hours per day, each 
day of the week throughout On the con- 
trary, No. 1 pipe has been used for testing 
the same class of coverings, and one or two 
in addition, for shorter periods. First, the 
same class of covering as that on No. 5 pipe 
has been applied to No. 1 pipe and tested 
about a week. Then the same class of cov- 
ering as that on No. 4 has been substituted 
and tested the second week; then the same 
as No. 3 the third week, and so on; thereby 
applying one by one the various coverings to 
the same pipe, and so far as attainable sub- 
jecting it to the same surrounding condi- 
tions. To a limited extent the, same system 
has been followed on the 150-pounds section 
of 2-inch pipes; the endeavor being to obtain 
sufficient data to enable a reliable conclusion 
to be drawn regarding the effect of all differ- 
ences of condition. 

The tests have started each morning with 
pipes empty and pipes and coverings cold. 
A period of 1% hours has usually sufDced to 
thoroughly heat the coverings, and after that 
time for 7 to 7 Ms hours uniform conditions 
as to rate of condensation have prevailed. 
At the end of the day's run, the steam has 
been shut off from the headers, the pressure 
allowed to fall, and just before the pressure 
reaches zero the ^-inch drips are blown out 
and the water remaining In the pipes dr^ained 
Into pails through the %-lnch valves; the 
pails being subsequently emptied into* the 
casks. All the water resulting from the 
preliminary heating of the pipes and cover- 
ings and the draining of the apparatus at 
the end, is collected and weighed in the 
casks, in addition to that condensed during 
the period of normal conditions. Half- 
hourly observations are made of the weight 
on each scale, so that the condensation due 
to the preliminary heating can be separately 
determined, and the record of the test ascer- 
tained for any smaller period desired than 
the whole day's run. 

The temperature of the air surrounding 
the pipes Is shown by thermometers in 
japanned cases which are suspended 24 
Inches below the coverings, and distributed 
In various parts of the room; and the condi- 
tion of the air as regards humidity is shown 
by wet and dry bulb thermometers. 

The pressure in each of the two sections 
of the apparatus is shown by the gauges at- 
tached near each header, anu the tempera- 
ture of the steam by two thermometers 
placed in wells which are sunk within. The 
temperature of the water discharged from 
the pipes is shown by thermometers n No. 
1 and 6 discharge pipes. The temperature 
of the optside surface of the coverings has 
been found by laying the bulb of a ther- 
mometer alongside the coverings and pro- 
tecting it from outside influence by a thick 
layer of hair felt tied on. Pans of water 
well protected by hair. felt have also been 
used, encircling the upper half of fhe pipe 
and their temperature taken. 

All the various instruments referred to 



have been observed during the test at uni- 
form time intervals, so as to obtain average 
records of the attending conditions; and if 
you will examine the apparatus you will see 
their various locations. 

The presence or absence of air currents 
about (the pipes has been frequently tested 
by using a delicate anemometer, pointed In 
various drections, but as a result of these 
observations no current has at any time been 
found of sufficient force to move the fan in 
the least. 

These tests have, as a rule, been made 
with pipe having dead ends and with no cir- 
culation of steam through the pipe except 
that required to supply tae loss by condensa- 
tion, and the small amount escaping at the 
air-vent — in no case being in excess of one- 
haU of one horse, power of steam for any one 
of either the 2^nch or of the 10-lnch pipes. To 
determine whether this method of test Is 
applicfible to the ordinary conditions of ser- 
vice where steam is moving through the 
pipe at a far greater velocitty, pipes Nos. 1 
and 6 were fitted at their drip ends with* 
steam discharge pipes arranged as can be 
seen by inspection, so as to obtain any de- 
sired current through the pipe without car- 
rying away with the steam discharged any 
of the water condensed. The amount dis- 
charged was determined by passing the steam 
through a horizontal orifice % Inch In di- 
ameter, and maintaining above it a pressure 
of about 15 pounds by the gauge. This 
makes a current through pipe No. 1 having 
a velocity of about 18 feet per second. It 
was found as a result of tests made first 
with no current and then wlith the steam 
moving at the velocity mentioned, that the 
rate of condensation was unaffected, being 
the same with moving steam as it was with 
comparatively dead steam, and this was true 
whether the pipes were covered or bare. 

I have not been able to work out the re- 
sults of Uie tests fully as yet— Indeed, they 
are not quite completed — but would say that 
of the coverings tested the relative efficien- 
cies as thus far determined are indicated by 
the table of Order of B clency. 

The lowest rate of condensation obtained 
on any of the 2-inch coverings of the dO- 
pounds section nas a total for the entire 
pipe of 13.46 pounds per hour, and the high- 
est, 15.14 pounds. The lowest on any of the 
2-lnch coverings of the 150-pound section 
has been 10.47 pounds per hour, and the 
highest 14 pounds per hour. j. ne lowest on 
any of the 10-Inch coverings is 10.67 pounds 
per hour total for the entire pipe, and the 
highest, 15.93 pounds. All these figures ap- 
ply to the average rate for a period of 7 or 
7^ hours continuous run. (The minimum 
and maximum rates for each of the coverings 
tested are given in the appended table, to- 
gether with the condensation In the bare 
pipes.) 

OBDEB OF EFFICIENCY. 

2-Inch Coverinfes — 80 Pounds Pressure. 

1. Johns' Asbestocel. 

2. New York Air Cell. 

3. Carey's Moulded. 

4. Johns' Moulded. 

5. Oast's Ambler Air Cell. 

2-Inch Coverings — 150 Pounds Pressure. 

1. Johns' Asbesto-Sponge Hair Felt, 3 ply. 

2. Johns' Asbesto-Sponge Hair Felt, 2 ply. 

3. Asbesto-Sponge Felted (sectional). 

4. K. & M. Magnesia (85 per cent. carb. of 
magnesia). 

5. Asbestos Fire Felt (Navy brand). 

10-Inch C;overings — 150 Pounds Pressure. 
1. Johns' Asbesto-Sponge Felted. 



2. K. ft M. Magnesia (85 per cent. carb. of 
magnesia) . 

3. Asbestos Fire Felt (Navy brand). 

4. Watson's Imperial. 

MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM BATES OP CONDENSA- 
TION PEB HOUB FOB EACH OF THE COVEB- 
•ING8 TESTED. 

2" Coverings — 80 lbs. Pressure. 

Minimum. Maximum. 

Johns' Asbestocel 13.46 14.07 

New York Air Cell 13.88 14.14 

Carey's Moulded 14.18 15.00 

Johns' Moulded 14.15 15.07 

Gasfs Ambler Air Cell.. 14.60 15.14 

2" Coverings — 150 lbs. Pressure. 
Johns' Asbesto-Sponge 

Hair Felt 3 ply 10.47 ' 10.93 

Johns' , Asbesto-Sponge 

Hair Felt 2 ply 11.21 11.29 

Asbesto-Sponge Felted 

(Sectional) 11.20 11.57 

K. ft M. Magnesia (85% 

Carb. of Magnesia) .. 11.64 12.20 

Asbestos Fire Felt CNavy 

Brand) 13.18 14.00 

10" Coverings — 150 lbs. Pressure. 
Johns' Asbesto-Sponge 

Felted 10.67 11.07 

K. ft M. Magnesia (85% 

Carb. of Magnesia) . . . 13.00 13.64 

Asbestos Fire Felt (Navy 

Brand) 14.00 14.64 

Watson's Imperial 15.79 15.93 

Bare Pipes. 
2-lnch, 80 lbs. pressure.. 55.75 60.30 

2-inch, 150 lbs. pressure. 71.78 72.20 

10-inch, 160 lbs. pressure. 105.9 112. 

Temperature air of Room 

(approx.) 50. 75. 

Trade Notes. 

Clariphos and Hifdropura. — We would call 
the especial attention of our readers to the 
advertisement elsewhere in xMb Issue of the 
Provident Chemical Works, of Saint Lou^, 
Mo., relative to their well-known concomit- 
ants, Clariphos and Hydropura. 

The goods are now household by words of 
the Louisiana sugar manufacturer. Ii). this 
State over ninety per cent, of the houses 
use them regularly, and their use in the 
Hawaiian Islands is 'becoming more extended 
annually. Recently a large number of shlp- 
menta have been made to Cuba, Porto Rico, 
San Domingo and Mexico, where their ad- 
vantages are rapidly being recognized, and 
judging from inquiries coming In almost 
daily, the works are confident of a nice busi- 
ness there eventually. L.ast week orders 
were booked for Guamtanamo, Cuba, and 
Azna, Santo Domingo. 

The Provident Chemical Worlia are pio- 
neers in these special lines of business; and 
have devoted years of study to ihe perfect- 
ing of their goods. 

Mr. C. Robert Churchill, of 407 Morris 
Building, New Orleans, has for years had 
the handling of these lines for the Provi- 
dent Chemical Works, and will be glad to 
answer any inquiries addressed to him rela- 
tive thereto. 

The McDonald Hydraulics.— BlGBQwhere in 
this issue we publish tflie half^page advertise- 
mient of Mr. John (S. McDonald, who has, as 
the pioneer in the manufacture of hydraulic 
devices for regulating sugar mills, achieved 
fame all over the sugar producing world. 
Mr. McDonald is placing his apparatus in a 
number of factories in Cuba and elsewhere, 
and desires to further Increase his sales and 
those of our readers who are Interested in 
such matters and wiio ?have not already 
equipped their mills with these wonderfully 
effective and economical devices would do 
well to communicate with him at his address 
in New Orleans, which is 1008 Magazine St. 
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Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Choice 

Strict Prime .... 

Prime.. 

Fully Fair 

€k>odFair 

Fair 

Good Common... 

Common 

Inferior 

Centrifugal. 
Plant'n Granul'ed 
Off Granulated. 
Choice White.. 

Off White 

Grey White.... 
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Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Feb. 5. 

At four porta of Gr^at Britain to Feb. 1 

At Hayana and Mantazas to Feb. 4 



.Tons 
II 

I 



81,055 
151.060 
1S9.000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Feb. 14, ipoa. 
' Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeiyed 171 26,495 1,687 

Sold 171 26,675 1,810 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to Feb. I4» ipoa. 

Hhds. ^Barrels. Barrels. 

ReeeiTed 2447 1,679,021 268,238 

Sold 2447 1,613,007 268,238 

Reo^yed same time last year 4786 1,257,166 163,456 



Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



February 15, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AN SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



119 



Feb 14. 



WEEKLY MARBaST REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

Rough, perbbl... 
Clean, per lb 

Head 

Straights 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton.... 
Polish, per ton... 

Recelpto 



Feb. 8. 



2 00@4 10 
5 @^H 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50@28 00 



Feb. 10. 



2 00@4 10 

2M^33i 

13^@1% 

17 5U(9l8 00 

22 60(i23 00 



Feb. 11. 



Q 



Feb. 12. 



2 00@4 10 

5 ^51^ 
3M@43i 

1\@1% 
17 50(^18 00 
22 5Q@23 00 



Feb. 18. 



2 00@ 4 10 

5 S^X 

2>i®33i 

17 50^18 00 
22 50(923 00 



Feb. 14. 



2 00@ 1 10 

5 @53i 
3>i@43i 
2hi(^3h 

17 &0(^18 00 
22 50^23 00 



San • Day Last 
Tear 



Z U0<£$3 65 

Nominal 

Nominal 
13 00@ 14 00 
19 00@ 20 00 



Tone ot Market at 
Close ot Week 



Rough— Qolet. 
Clean— Quiet. 



Received. 
Sold 



••Ie« at New Orle«ia for tbe week endiog 
Feb. 14. iQoa. 

Sacks Rough. Pots. Clean. 

21,753 4,586 

3,469 13,257 



This 
Last 



Receipts at New Orieans froB Aug. 1, 1901 to Feb. Ut 190a. 
compared with last year, saae tine. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clbam 

Year 976,204 201,422 

Year 780,778 111,042 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was quiet at the end 
of the week with unchanged prices. There 
vas a fairly good demand and all offerings 
were readily taken up. The receipts were 
fair. 



Molasses. 

The molasses market was strong and some- 
what higher on open kettle goods at the 
end of the week, with quotations as per our 
statement on the opposite page. 



Rice. 

Offerings of rough rice were light at the 
end of the week, business being confined 
almost entirely to a small lot of the best 
grades. Clean rice was firm on Honduras 
and quiet and steady on Japan with only 
very moderate transactions reported and 
prices showed no quotable change. 



Freeze of 1901, and Its Lessons. 

(Continued from page 109.) 

In the purchase of sugar cane from ten- 
ants and outside cane growers, the value of 
frosted cane became a serious matter. The 
cost of manufacture, made up of salaries, 
wages, fuel and other supplies was in- 
creased slightly under the prevailing weather 
conditions. To the cost of manufacture add 
the cost of -harvesting the cane and its trans- 
portation and we at once find a greater cost 
than could be got out of the cane. Under 
such circumbtances, but for the generally 
demoralizing effect, it would have been bet- 
ter to have left the deteriorated cane in the 
field. Ckmsldered as raw material, its gross 
proceed© would not pay the cost of its 'har- 
vesting, transportation and manufacture. 

The immense development of cane farming 
in this state is the chief cause of the rapid 
growth of our cane sugar indnstry. Cane 
farmers who lose their craps will become dis- 
couraged and abandon the industry. Some 
equitable plan of delivery m-ust be devised 
so that if losses come they must fall upon 
all alike. We know of some email cane 
growers who practically lost all their crops 
because they had no sugar value when de- 
livery was made. Others who delivered 
their crope early were pleased with their 
success. It is certainly possible to so ad- 
just deliveries that all shall fare alike. 

And now as to the lessons of the freeze of 
December, 1901. We know of no lesson that 
it has taught concerning windrowing. Wind- 
rowing should not be done until the bud is 
killed and not then if a finish can be made 
within ten or fifteen days. In Decemlber, 
IMl, there wasn't much chance to windrow 
before the 19 F. of December 18th was 
reached and windrowing then became less 



THE CUBAN 5UQAR CROP OF 1901-1902. 

Statement of Stocks and Exports to Jajinary 81, and to same date last year. 



Havatia 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Clenfuegos. . . 

Sagua 

CaTbaiien. ... 
Guantanamb. 

Cuba 

Manzanillo. . . 

Nuevltas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Havana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Clenfuegos. . . 

Satrua 

CaTbarien — 
Guantanamo. 

Cuba 

ManzaniUo. . . 

Nuevltas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

L Trinidad 



1001. 



Bags. 



84,868 
91,027 
77,780 
67,686 
4.0«8 
16,22V 
42,168 



21,201 
18,600 
6,000 

6,466 

"870,400 



86,668 

111,160 

87J280 

6M78 

8,076 

26,100 

20,200 

6,080 

18,666 

18,160 

6,200 

1,010 

8,036 

406,246 



Tons. 



64,218 



68,086* 



1002. 



Bags. 



42,404 

26,661 
07,804 



711 

8,740 
1,800 

2,660 



180460 

101,024 

208,486 

248,024 

147,068 

16,676 

68,P20 

42,280 

7,120 

20,806 

28,810 

2,800 

2,600 

16,010 

081^ 



Tons. 



26,788 



140.178 



Local consumption, 1 month. 



Stock of old crop, January 1 

Received to January 81 at all the ports. 
Sacks, 820 and Tons, 2,240. 
Havana, Jan. 81, 1002. 



112,248 
8,600 

116,848 
628 

116,826 



166,016 
8,760 



10.878 
140,708 



JOAQUIN GUMA-FREDERICO MEJER. 



of a desideratum than the rapid completion 
of the harvest. I fancy we should all take 
again about the same chances we did in 
December, 1901. 

We may modify this conclusion, perhaps, 
to this extent. During recent years it has 
seemed wise to calculate on the grinding 
season reaching to January 15 rather than 
to begin before October 25. We should now 
be disposed to fix its limits at October 20 to 
January 1, a period of about ten weeks, and 
to adjust all the arrangements as to cane 
harvest, prorata delivery, sugar house ca- 
pacity, etc., to this basis. 



Suf^ar In London. 

Owing to various rumors which, if they 
should prove reliable, would cause consider- 
able disturbance to the market, specula- 
tors have taken fright, and, in their anxiety 
to cover their "bear" sales, have brought 
about a sharp rise in the value of beet. In 
addition to this, the continuance of a very 
large home demand has also helped to im- 
prove matters, though it must be admitted 
that the retailers must be buying sugar 
much faster than it can be consumed. The 



possibility of an advance, however, and the 
improbability of any reaction for some lit- 
tle time are sufficient to induce heavier buy- 
ing. As yet the American markets have 
not responded to the improved tfene here; 
Indeed prices have fallen again, owing ap- 
parently to the poorness of demand, as their 
stocks have not increased, and the Cubans 
seem determined to await events. In this 
market cane sugar continues to realize 
steady prices, the largest transactions oc- 
curring in crystallized raw, which has been 
freely offered and as freely taken by the 
trade; refining -inds have also met with a 
fair inquiry at about previous rates. The 
Imports of crystallized raws to London for 
the week ending 16th inst. amounted to 746 
tons, and for this year to 2,2v9 tons against 
1,941 tons in 1901. 

The deliberations of the International 
Conference on sugar bounties will be re- 
newed on January 20th. and as the King's 
Speech to Parliament contains an important 
reference on the subject, it may fairly be 
assumed that our representatives are in- 
vested with fuller powers on this occasion 
than prevtously.— Produce Market Review^ 
Jan. 18. 
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WANTS. 



We will puMlsh Id this cotamn, Itm of chars* until 
fvftber notlM, the appUcatloiu of all aunuigari, oTor* 
«#ara, eofliieert and fagar-aakart, and othara who 
auiy be seeking potitlone In the conntry, and alto the 
wants of planters desiring to enploy any of these. 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 20. 
DonaldsonvlUe, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED^A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
good References. L. A. Thomas, 1109 Chdlz St., 



New Orleans, La. 



WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, having 5 
years experience In raw sugar industry, two years 
in German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd in German technical schools and 
universities ; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Could commence immediately- 
Address G5*. F.5&&I7, Berlin, 53 Bergmann St. 
57, Germany. 2-12-02 ' 

WANTED — An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection of be^-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a first-class evaporator and centrifugal man. 
would like position in plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mechanic, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store olerk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 18 years' experieece, oan 
famish reterenoe from last employer. Will accept 
osltion either in dty or oonntry, or wlU accept a 
position %s night watchmah. J. J. Mubphti 146 Union 
street. East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantaUon blaclLsinith, wheel- 
wright, borseshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
class references. Alfred Ganbl, care of the Chief, 
Donaldstmvllle, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in oane on Ash ton plantation. For particulars ap- 
ply to E. LCGEM DRB, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
Orleans. 



WANTED— A position aa assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sagrti* or rice plantation. Address Thio- 
DOBE BOUDOIN, HahnTllle, La. 2-6-Oa 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as orerseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexloo. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W.S., care Louisiana Plantbb. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position as superlnteifdent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest tecnnlcal sobool in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced in manntacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and alcohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C.-, care L3Uislana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 20 yearS of afe, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8007 Carondelet 
street, New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position aa watchman on sugar planta- 
tion or in city, bp young man of 22. Best references 
famished. Address Watchman, Lauderdale, La. 
124-02 

WANTED-^Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
JOB Sarano, 910 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugap making plant. Twelve years' experience. Best 
of references given. Address General Manager, 
88WaU Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 1-20-03 

WANTED— Aposition to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies it necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A. L , Lauderdale, P. O ,.La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
';o superintend the canning of srrupsand molasses. 
Must understand the business in all its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— A competent and experienced young man 
would like a position as manager of rice plantation or 
as overseer on a sugar plantation. Address L. E. S. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTED— Position aa blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienced youns man 26 years old. References 
aa to sobriety, reliability, eta, furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubrb. Lauderdale, La. 1-18-02 



WANTED— Portion by a competent sugar maker 
who has just completed a cropm Louisiana, in Cuba, 
o^ any other coontry. Address Sugar Maeer, 2800 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position aa chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clariflcaticn, with first-class credentials .in 
Cuba or Mexloo. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexloo. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and chemist and famUlar with 
the werkings of a factory. The otiier is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANtED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the bushiesa in 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Rbfinee, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-10-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or Seuth by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can fumiah the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
traJ avenue. Brooklyn. N. Y. 

WANTED — A clerical position on susar- plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years' experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsonville, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
R^erences: T. Beilissein, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Cente rvllle, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position as Manager on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and liave had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement. Best ef 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little SpanUh. Address Mackay. care Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler to go to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years* experience. Can 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoin. Laura, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— A position as first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. ' Address Peter L. Beudreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing. La. 1-402 

WANTED— For 1902, position by a single young man 
(2S) as book-keeper and general office man or manager 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temper- 
ate, a first-class double' entry Jbpok-keeper, accurate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prac- 
tical experience. Gilt-edge references. Bond If re- 
quired. Address '* Enebot," HahnvUle, La. 12-28-01 

WANTED— A general merchandise and grocenr clerk 
(single) 24 years of age, educated in French and Eng- 
Ush, good knowledge of book keeping, desires position 
of any khid. References from last employer: moderate 
salary. Address Competent No. 18. Ariel P. O.^La. 

WANTED— Immediately, firs^class sugar boiler, 
Must be strictly sober and have first class credentials. 
Address No. 48786, care Louisiana Planter. 

WANTED- A position as sugar boiler or assistant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-dass man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jn Weiss, 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-01 

WANTED— A single man with many years' exper- 
ience wishes to procure a situation as a fiower and 
vegetable gardener. First-class references ftimished. 
Aadress, Joseph Dial, care of The Chief, Donald- 
sonville/^ 12-1^1 

WANTED— Position for Cuba or Mexico for* 1802 as 
water tender or pump man. Have had four yea.]rs 
experience. References furnished upon request. 
Am sober and steady. Address Charles Max- 
well, 6222 Laurel St., New Orleans 12-1201 

WANTED— A iwsltion in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both. I can furnish good references and 
and guaratee satisfaction. Address Mabco. care 
this office. ia-W)l. 



WANTED— Positior by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk ,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and hai good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. U-^dH. 

WANTED— Head-overseer for sugar plantation In 
Porto Rico. Oerman- American preferred. Mnst 
speak Spanish and come well reocom mended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ter. 12-U-Ol 

WANTED— A compentent and experienced youog 
man now employed, <!lestres a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or countrf. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-1^ 01. 

WANTED — For season of 1002, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant overseer; un- 
married ; wages f40 per month. Address Sbcond 
Ovebbbeb, English Turn, La. 11-21-01 

WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Sotms. La. 12-8-01 

WANTED- A position as first-class oveneer. 
Twenty years' experience. Can furnish high refer- 
as to aDiUty and sobriety. Address Nickblbs Foret. 
786 Conti St.» New Orleans. 12-14>01 

WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tation. Can give good references and sausftctory 
reasons for desiring a change. ' Have been IS 
years at place where now employed. Addren, 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 12-6-01 

WANTED — A young man of tamperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in conntry store or as 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years* experi- 
ence in modem culture. Address T. P. B.. Ber- 
trandvllle. La. 12-2-01 

WANTED^ At once, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodlevcane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all aroond sugar house worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, U 
P. N. Vegas, Lauderdale, La. IM4-01 

WANTED— Position by manager of plantation store 
Young man, unmarried, good accountant and of&ce 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 yean 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnenhip 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, La. 

1M401 



WANTED— Engagement as sugar mstker after 
Dec. nth. Address Nbw Hope, care Louisiana 
Planter. 12-11-01 . 

WANTED — A situation as overseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man «5 years old, very 
healthy and of good endurance. Can give fair 
reference. Address L. B., care C. C. Ellis, Bllen- 
dale. La. . 12-8-01 

WANTED — ^A situation as assistant overseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 1902 by a yonnjr 
married man. Am sober and industrious and wlfl 
give my employer good services. Can furnish ref- 
erences. Address T. R. Nbsom^ Belle AlliancSb La. 

11-28-01 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler in Lonlal- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Adaress 1006, this of- 
flee. 

WANTED — A position as assistant or overseer 
on a sugar plantation for the crop of 1902 ; refe^ 
ences furnisned. Address W., Lucy P. O., La. * 

11-25-01 

WANTED — Two first-class centrifugal men for 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repair 
work. Ail expenses paid going and coming frop 
New Orleans with board and lodging. Address L. 
D. DeBlahc, Plaquemine, La. 11-25-01 

WANTED — ^A voung man of 24, having a fldrly 

f;ood education, desires to act as a representative 
n New York City for .any gentleman appreciating 
an energetic worker. Address Richabp F. Shavs, 
445 West 83d St., New York. 11-254)1 

WANTED — By a sober and competent yoang 
man, position for the coming season as assistant 
chemist in Cuba or Mexico, or would like to near 
from party assuming chemical control of a B\i»r 
house. Understands clarification, etc. ; can mi'- 
nlsh references from present employer. Address 
L. LabBj Dorcejrville. La. 

WANTED— A position as assistant overseer for 
the coming year. For references address ,Geo. w. 
McFall or A. Wilbert's Sons, Plaquemine, La. 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Feed A. go%^ 
Plaquemine, La. 11-27-01 
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The Corn and Oats Problem. 

The cost of grain for feeding stock 
is always a serious matter in the sugar 
district of Louisiana and it is especially 
so this season when the great drought of 
last }Tar- has about doubled prices. The 
matter was taken up by t'he sugar plant- 
ers at their meeting last week and it was 
determined to make it the subject for 
disaission at the March meeting. 

We have now taken the matter up 
simply to accentuate our often repeated 
remarks as to the scarcely appreciated 
value of molasses as stock feed. While all- 
the scientific world is now admitting ^ the 
great value of molasses and sugar as 
fi>od for man or beast, some of our su- 
gar planters still sell their molasses at 
2 or 3 cents per gallon on the plantations 
in tank cars to dealers who barrel it and 
ship it to England to feed the horses and 
cattle there, although it reaches them 
burdened with expensive cooperage, 
transportation by sea of five or six thous- 
and miles and then inland transportation 
in England. 

We presume some of these en1:erpris- 
ing planters will inaugurate the use of 
ftiel oil, as they have already done with 
electric lights, in their sugar houses, and 
hesitate about getting flat, shallow iron 
tanks in which to furnish their mules 
a constant supply of molasses. There 
is certainly no accounting for tastes even 
in matters of economy. 



The Intrinsic Value of Frosted Sus:ar 
Cane. 

Those interested in this subject will 
fiml the papers on "The Freeze of 
December, 1901, and Its Lessons," read 
before the Louisiana Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation, and published in our last is- 
sue and the stenographic report of the 
discussion, which we publish in this is- 
sue, matters of surpassing interest and 
of immense value. Never before .has 
their been brought home to the sugar 
planters in such an effective manner, the 
immense loss resulting from freezes and 
also from windrow ing. 

Dr. Stubbs' remarks, made from a 
scientific point of view, and the result 
of his carefully made experiments sus- 
tains the jtidgruent of the practical men 
who don't know why, but find that su- 
gar cane that looks pretty well, has a 
fair density and polarizes well, and yet 
wont make any sugar at all, or wont 



make it in any quantity that w^ould cover 
the cost of manufacture and allow any- 
thing for the cane. We are quite sure 
our readers * will appreciate the •w'hole 
discussion and especially Dr. Stubbs' 
clear and comprehensive statements. 



The Pacific Commercial Advertiser. 

The Louisiana Planter has had the 
pleasure of receiving the New Year's 
copy of the Pacific Commercial Adver- 
tiser. This journal was established in 
Honolulu in 1856, and hence has nearly 
half a century to its credit, 'Whicli is a 
very considerable longevity for a news- 
paper. Like fine spirits, which improve 
with age, the Commercial Advertiser by 
its beautiful api>earance would certainly 
indicate that experience and longevity 
have added very much to its attractive-, 
ness. This issue is handsomely illus- 
trated, and we le^rn that the work was 
done exclusively with the resources of 
tjlie city of Honolulu. 

That there is nothing small about the 
claims of our cousins in the Pacific is 
shown from the extracts we make from 
the data concerning the Olaa Sugar Com- 
pany, Hawaii's largest sugar plantation. 
This plantation was started after the 
annexation: its capital stock is five mil- 
lions of dollars'; owns 16,000 acres of 
cane land and has a forty year lease on 
4,000 acres additional. The first crop 
of 1902, 4,182 acre*, is now being milled, 
wMth an estimated yield of sugar of 21,- 
000 tons. The second crop, to come off 
in 1903, will be 5,500 acres, estimated to 
yield 27,500 tons of sugar. The capa- 
city of the mill is 175 tons of sugar per 
day, and it is built for expansion to 350 
tons of sugar per day. The sugar house 
cost $625,000, and its capacity can be 
doubled with an additional outlay of 
$200,000. The capacity of the main 
flume of watet supply is 15,000,000 gal- 
lons per day. Tliere are twenty-four 
miles of Macadamized roads through the 
plantation and eighteen miles of planta- 
tion roads. There are 20 miles of rail- 
road in operation on the plantation, and 
13 additional being installed. The 
amount of cash expended thus far is 
$2,700,000. This is exclusive of the cost 
of tlie land. 

On this plantation the annual rainfall 
is 150 inches, and no irrigation is neces- 
sary. Cane grows well up to an eleva- 
tion of over 3,000 feet, and planting and 
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grinding can go on all the year around. 
On the liigher levels the cane does not 
blossom. • 

An interesting matter in this connec- 
tion, which we learn from the columns 
of the Advertiser, is the general char- 
acter of the weather at Honolulu. A 
record of the temperature kept for some 
thirteen years hy Hon. W. R. Castle, 
indicates the average temperature dur- 
ing all that time to he 74.11 F. The low- 
est 6 a. m. temperature that we notice 
was 57 F. on Feibruary 18, of last year, 
with very few days additional indicating 
as low a temperature as that. Looking 
over the higher temperatures in July and 
August we find the highest July record 
for last year at i p. m. was 87 F., on July 
9th, no other day in July being equally 
warm. August does a little better for the 
sugar canC; supplying one day, August 
1 8th, at 89 F. at i p. m. and several days 
at 88 and 87 F. May we not say that, 
considering these low temperatures, it is 
no wonder it takes two years to produce 
a crop of sugar cane in Hawaii? We 
must admit, however, that when the 
crops are once produced they are very 
considerable. 



vent any glut, good prices could be se- 
cured for rice every season, and we trust 
that that will be the result this season. 



The Rice Industry of Louisiana and 
Texas. 

Few persons have any idea of the mag- 
nitude of the rice industry of Louisiana 
and Texas. A year ago it was thought 
that the crop of 1901 would reach three 
and one-half millions of bags, based upon 
a planting of 500,000 acres and an aver- 
age yield of seven bags of rice per acre. 
The result of the crop of 1901 is now 
estimated at three millions of bags, thus 
coming but little short of the crop ex- 
pected a year ago. 

Three million bags of rough rice equal 
150,000 short tons of clean rice. It is a 
marvel to some persons as to how this 
large quantity of rice has been absorbed 
by the trade without a material diminu- 
tion in prices. Throughout the whole 
season rice has brought comparatively 
full prices. Doubtless the greait drought 
in the Western states which reduced the 
corn crop to less than one^half, aflfected 
all food pro<lucts and acted favorably 
upon the rice market, enabling its dis- 
tribution at full prices although the crop 
was so much larger than usual. 

EflForts are now making to put in a 
still larger crop for 1902 and this result 
is accentuated in degree by the somewhat 
unsatisfactory condition of the sugar in- 
dustry, some planters being led to aban- 
don the cane industry witHi a view of 
devoting themselves to the quicker re- 
turns realized from the rice crop. 

With such a staple article, so non- 
perishable in its character, as rice, there 
is no reason why it should be forced on 
the market as summarily as in the past. 
If held oflf the market sufficiently to pre- 



Newspaper Etiiics. 

The Louisiana Planter, at a large 
expense, has organized a corps of cor- 
respondents throughout the entire sur- 
face of this planet, sending to its 
columns the latest sugar and rice news 
from every quarter of the world. We 
are quite sure that the readers of this 
journal enjoy reading the news thus 
gathered for tlieir special delectation, but 
it is evident that the editors of some 
other journals think that their readers, 
too, would enjoy our work, and tiiough 
always welcome to its proper use, un- 
happily at times they make use of our 
labors without giving us credit for it. In 
a recent issue of the Merchants' Review, 
of Pittsburg, two editorial articles of 
ours, one upon the "Hawaiian Sugar 
Crop" and another upon **New Rice 
Mills," are taken bodily from our 
colutnns and used as editorials in that 
journal. It is never too late to repent, 
and we assure the editor of tilie Mer^ 
chants Rcviczv that he is welcome to 
use the matter in our columns, provided 
always, that he gives our journal due 
credit therefor. 



News From the Country. 

. The past week has brought us, on the 
whole, bad weather, and field work has 
not been progressing as rapidly as our 
planters would have liked to see it. As 
soon as the earth is dry enough there will 
be great activity on all the plantations. 
The fall planted canes, seed cane and 
stubbles are all noted to be in good s-hape, 
as far as they have been examined, and 
the indications are that the crop of the 
coming year will be inaugurated suc- 
cessfully and under favorable auspices, 
from an agricultural standpoint. 



Sugar Beet Culture in Pennsylvania. 

Experiments in beet culture made in 
the '70's in this state gave unpromising 
results. Most of these experiments, how- 
ever, were made in the southeastern coun- 
ties. In 1897 and 1898 the Experiment 
Station conducted a series of co-opera- 
tive tests; in tm'enty counties in 1897; 
in thirty-three counties in 1898. Neither 
year was most favorable to the culture, 
but the results, -taking into account the 
inexperience of the growers, which led 
them, in many instances, to violate the 
conditions essential to the production of 
rich beets, were clearly indicative of the 
fact that Pennsylvania can raise sugar 
beets that are fitted in point of richness, 
purity and yield for sugar manufacture. 
Especially in the northern tier of coun- 
ties was this demonstrated. 



The Station has recently completed an 
examination of beets raised in 1901 at 
over thirty points in Elk county in ex- 
periments made under the initiative of 
the Pittsburg, Shawmut and Northern 
R. R. Company. The season while wet 
in the early months was favorable to the 
later maturing of the crop. The beets 
were excellent in quality. Their aver- 
age percentage of sugar was 15.76; not 
a sample had less than 13 per cent, and a 
number approached 18 per cent. The 
juices were exceptionally pure, the aver- 
age purity coefficient being 83.97 W^ 
cent, so that they would yield up a very 
large part of their sugar in manufacture. 
Out of 21 cases in which data as to 
yield were obtained, four showed but six 
short tons of the cleaned available beets; 
five, on the other hand, exhibited yields 
of 20 tons and upward. The average 
^of the 21 cases was 13.52 short tons of 
"decrowned" or available beets, or 16.9 
tons of clean topped beets. 

In view of the fact that Elk count}' 
is no better situated climatically for beet 
culture than the northern part of the 
state in general, and that its soils are such 
as cover most of the northern and west- 
ern counties, the results of the experi- 
ments of 1901, taken with those of 1897 
and 1898, may be regarded as demon- 
strating the fitness of northern Pennsyl- 
vania for this important culture. 



Personal. 



Mr. E. t, Putnam, af AbbeviUe, was at the 
Commercial hotel last Sunday. Mr. Putnam 
is one of the most progressive and influen- 
tial citizens of southwest Louisiana. 

Mr. E. J. Engman, of Terrebonne parish, 
a prominent citizen of laat locality, was at 
the Commercial hotel during the early part 
of the week. 

Mr. L. P. Lottinger, another Terrebonne 
parish man, was down to the city on a visit 
a few days ago and stopped at the Commer- 
cial hotel. 

Mr. Jos. L. Rolling, of St James parish, 
came down to New Orleans on Thursday 
last and made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Denechaud. 

Mr. Felix Oubre, of St. John parish, who 
is prominently identiflea with the great su- 
gar industry of that section, was in the city 
on a visit a few days ago, mingling with his 
friends here and attending to various mat- 
ters of business. 

Mr. P. Laurent, of the upper coast, was 
among the recent visitors to New Orleans, 
and made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Victoria. 

Capt. D. G. Purse, of Georgia, to whom will 
be due, when Georgia takes her proper place 
as a great sugar producing state, the enUre 
meed of praise, was in the cit^ during the 
pa^t week and paid the Planter an appreciat- 
ed visit. Capt. Purse Is a rara avis in one 
respect, inasmuch as he embraces in his 
agreeable personality the courtliness and 
sentiment of the old South and the keen 
business instinct and tireless energy of the 
new, and the combination Is a most happy 
one, as all who know him will admit 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A spell of dry weather put the soil in good 
condition for work again and the campaign 
of cultivation was resumed with great vigor, 
but on Wednesday the clouds held sway 
again and wept copiously, so there will be 
another interregnum in plantation field oper- 
ations. February is usually a "powerful on- 
sartin' " month in Louisiana, and a promi- 
nent Ascension manager no doubt expressed 
a sentiment quite prevalent among his fra- 
ternity when he said, the other day, that he 
wished this objectionable month might be 
cut out of the local calendar altogether. 
There are predictions extant of a blizzard of 
great severity to swoop down upon the sugar 
district before the end of February, but let 
us hope the gruesome forecast will not be 
realized and that we shall have nothing 
worse for the germinating cane crop than 
the chilly and uncomfortable blasts of the 
seemingly checkmated tariff reduction and 
reciprocity "whoopers" in Washington. 

Rain is falling again this (Thursday) 
morning, and scarcely a morning during the 
entire winter has presented a darker and 
more cheerless aspect than this. Let us not 
l>e downcast, however; on the contrary, let 
us rejoice and be glad, for is it not assured 
us. In the inevitable sequence of natural 
events, that this gloomy spell will be Suc- 
ceeded by sunshine? 

The growing conviction that "the Gem of 
the Antilles" is the promised land for future 
generations of sugar cane growers has laid 
hold of a prominent young Ascensionite — 
Evan J. McCall, of Evan Hall— and, ten days 
hence, he intends to set out for a prospect- 
ing trip to Cuba with a view of finding an 
opening for the employment of his energies 
and capacities in the line for which he has 
been fitting himself by a sugar course at the 
State University and several years of ap- 
prenticeship in the fields of Evan Hall, well- 
known as* one of the model sugar estates 
of Louisiana. Everybody who knows genial 
Evan will join "Ascension" in wishing him 
full success in his mission. 

J. C. Falcon, a former Ascensionite, but 
more recently an Ibervillian, who wielded 
the proof-stick at the Ridgefield pan last 
grinding, has found similar employment at 
Cienfuegos, Cuba, and other sugar boilers 
from this section are said to be casting 
sheeps* eyes towards the Ever Faithful Isle. 

Manager H. C. Wilson, of Palo Alto plan- 
tation, came near having his breakfast 
badly scorched one day last week. Sparks 
, from the chimney set his kitchen roof afire 
in several spots, and some lively hustling 
on the part of an impromptu ladder and 
bucket brigade was required to head off the 
fire fiend and prevent what *'ye rural scribe" 
is fond of calling "a confiagration." Two 
days after this incident a small dwelling on 



the front of the same plantation, occupied 
by Henry Landry and family, was destroyed 
by fire. Incendiarism is suspected, as the 
family were off on a visit and the house had 
been vacant for three days. 

Two fuel oil companies announce their 
readiness to supply the local market with 
Beaumont product and at least one other 
concern is expected t6 begin operations here 
soon. It seems inevitable that fuel oil will 
be a prime factor in determining the future 
status of the domestic sugar industry, since 
the use of the new combustible promises to 
effect a very great saving in the cost of 
taking off a crop. For this reason, if none 
other, the Texas fuel should be accorded a 
hearty welcome in Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL C0BBB8P0NDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week was favorable for cane 
planting and a large acreage was put in. 
Some who had finished planting and had 
their work well advanced were helping their 
less fortunate neighbors, and including fall 
plant, we think that over two-thirds of the 
crop has been planted. The seed so far has 
been splendid and the acreage planted will 
reach a good average notwithstanding that 
many acres heretofore devoted to cane will 
be sown in rice. At this writing a heavy 
rain is falling and field operations will be 
stopped during the remainder of the week. 

In only one neighborhood have we heard 
of bad seed| and that is the section back of 
White Castle, among a few of the small plant- 
ers, who are at a loss for the cause of this 
condition of affairs. An experienced farmer 
told us he thought it was due to the fact that 
when putting down their seed they left it 
exposed for several days before covering it, 
and this seems plausible, for others who cov- 
ered their seed as they put it down, find it 
to be all right. Considerable land in this 
section will be devoted to cotton. 

Mr. Edwin Marionneaux, of Plaquemine, 
nas closed a contract with Messrs. Barrow ^ 
LeBlanc, of the Star Pecan plantation for 
rolling his cane from the Belfort and Holly 
farm plantations for the present and next 
year. Mr. Marionneaux pays Messrs. Barroy^ 
& LeBlanc three dollars a ton for rolling his 
cane, the latter bearing all expenses from 
the moment of delivery on their tramway, 
till the product is delivered f. o. b. cars. Af- 
ter several years experience Mr. Marionneaux 
finds that he has done better than when he 
sold his cane by the ton. 

Some contracts have been closed at 75 lbs. 
of prime yellow clarified sugar per ton, and 
some are figuring on paying only this price 
after deducting the produce tax, which last 
year came to about four cents on the product 
of a ton of cane. 

Mr. "John Lapeyrolarie, Jr., of the island, 
who, owing to lack of cars last year lost so 
much of his cane, will put the better part of 
his ground in rice. 



Planters have told us that they never be- 
fore saw such quantities of rice and black- 
birds and those interested in sugar cane 
think it a good sign for cane, for the birds 
will destroy the insects and their larvae. 

Mr. Joseph Ruiz, of Assumption parish, 
this week purchased from the widow and 
heirs of Paul V. Kleinpeter, their little farm 
on Bayou Jacob, containing with the wood- 
land 70 arpents, for $1,000. 

District Court runs quietly along. The 
suit of Wm. L. Bernard, trustee of the bank- 
rupt Grustave Guidry vs. Froisin Ouidry, for 
the recovery of some $16,000 and certain 
movable property, was again tried before 
Judge Talbot on Monday and will^ be argued 
next Monday. Judgment was rendered 
against the defendant in the suit of Martin 
Davie & Co., Ltd., versus Mrs. J. M. Carville. 

Ibebville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The meteorological conditions of the past 
week have been decidedly mixed, ranging 
from weather that was almost unpleasantly 
warm to freezing temperature, with ice, 
frost, sunshine lightning, thunder and rain 
alternating in rapid succession. It has been 
a week of extremes and variations. Indeed, 
the weather has been "all things to all men." 
Last Friday evening, after a day warm 
enough to suggest April instead of F^ruary, 
The wind, which had been blowing from the 
south all day, shifted to the northwest, bring- 
ing a light rain and a decided fall in the 
temperature. Saturday was cloudy and cold, 
the mercury falling as the day waned. Sun- 
day dawned beautifully bright and clear, 
with the temperature at 30 degrees and ice 
and frost in evidence. Monday was also a 
bright, sunny day, and the work of plant- 
ing cane was begun in earnest. Tuesday 
opened auspiciously, but late in the after- 
noon an east wind and gathering clouds 
gave warning that a change for the worse 
was impending, and it came Wednesday 
morning with a vengeance. The day opened 
dark and gloomy, and by 8 o'clock the rum 
bling of thunder in the distance heralded 
the approach of rain, but the deluge that 
followed was totally unexpected. A torren- 
tial downpour set in at 9 o'clock and con- 
tinued for an hour or more, after whioh the 
rain fell spasmodically until 4:20 p. m., 
when the wind shifted to the northwest, ac- 
companied by another deluge which lasted 
fully an hour, fiooding the entire country. 
It was decidedly the hardest rain of the 
year, and will probably put a quietus on 
field operations for the remainder of the 
week. 

Reports from the different plantations 
where cane planting is under way are quite 
favorable, only one place reporting bad or 
Inferior seed. So far as stubbles are con- 
cerned, it is rather too early to form a cor- 
rect estimate, and all statements as to their 
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condition are mere guess-work. As a rule, 
seed cane was put down after the bud-kill- 
ing frost about the middle of November, and 
while the freeze of December 14-21 was un- 
prepedentedly severe for that month, the 
best-informed planters here beiieve that the 
seed should be as sound as it was last year. 

Labor is not as plentiful as it might be, 
although our planters are paying 75 cents 
per day. Even Guidry Brotners, the Port 
Allen rice planters who were overrun with 
applicants for work when they first began 
plowing, complain that they are short- 
handed. In other woras, Sambo does not 
seem particularly anxious to go to work. 
This is in a measure accounted for by the 
fact that some of the plantation hands, and 
many of the "self-croppers," saved money 
as a result of last year's prices, and are, 
therefore, comparatively independent. For 
it is a notorious fact that the negro will 
not; work for anybody at any price as long 
as he has a dollar left. One of our planters 
says he is training a lot of boys, with whose 
assistance he expects to make a crop this 
year. 

^here have been very few changes on the 
various plantations — fewer, in fact, than for 
many years past. 

Mr. Simon LeBlanc, a prominent planter 
of St. Gabriel, Iberville parish, has leased 
'400 acres of the Oaks plantation,, just below 
Port Allen, which he will cultivate in rice. 
iJn passant, the fact may be mentioned that 
rice lapds here are renting at the rate of $6 
per acre. 

Thursday morning — ^Late yesterday even- 
ing, alter the day's downpour, the wind 
shifted, the sun came out and there was 
evei*y promise of better weather, but, in a 
short while, the wind veered back to the 
east with the result that rain fell at in- 
tervals nearly all night. A northwest breeze, 
however, at 7:30 o'clock this a. m. may soon 
bring a caange for the better in 

Vest Baton Rouge. 



Vermilion. 

( SPBCIAL CORBESPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather is simply fine for farm work 
in this section of the country just now, but 
for some unaccountable reason there is but 
little farm work being done and especially in 
the cane and com section of the parish. Rice 
farmers seem to be more active and are pro- 
gressing very nicely with their preparatory 
work. Your correspondent was over a con- 
siderable part of the cane section of the par- 
ish recently and there is but little evidence 
of work towards a crop. The cane people are 
very despondent over the outlook for sugar 
and then again they have not recovered yet 
from the blow they received in harvesting 
their last crop. Quite a number of them are 
wafting for settlement for cane shipped to 
outside refineries. 

Rice is still booming and rice lands are 
going up by leaps and bounds and the top is 



not in sight yet. The Simms & Wathen sale 
reported in last week's issue is the biggest 
thing in the way of a land sale that has tak- 
en place here for years; now this Is fol- 
lowed by a sale of 1,000 acres of rice land by 
Durke & Broussard to Illinois parties for 
$25,000. This tract of land is situated about 
twelve miles south of Abbeville on the west 
side of the Vermilion river. There is but 
little land for sale here now and that which 
can be bought will readily fetch from $25 
to $30 per acre. Lands sold for $50 per acre 
15 miles west of AbbeVlUe last week. 

There will be acres and acres of com plant- 
ed this year. The demand at present and 
the price that it commands will cause many 
farmers to plant corn where they formerly 
had cane. Cotton will receive considerable 
attention also and the acreage will doubt- 
less be larger than that of last year. There 
is at least 16 per cent of last year's crop still 
in the field which will not be gathered at 
all. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBEESrONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been fair and cool for 
several days and farm work has been pro- 
gressing nicely. The farmers are making 
rapid progress with their plowing and some 
have even planted, but very few. O. F. Wins- 
low and Sam T. Wootan, tenants on the J. P. 
Gueydan tract, in conversation with your cor- 
respondent yesterday (Monday) stated that 
they would not begin planting before the lat- 
ter part of next month, owing to the fact that 
we usually have several cold snaps during 
the latter part of March, which would kill 
all rice up, therefore, they consider it a bet- 
ter policy to wait until they are perfectly 
safe from the cold snaps. 

Mr. E. E. Bamett, another of Gueydan's 
prominent planters, in conversation with 
us several days ago, stated that he would 
have 600 acres of rice in cultivation this 
year, but would certainly not plant any rice 
before he was sure all the cold weather was 
over, and among other things he said: **I 
have noticed that it is invariably the case 
that each farmer has different tools which 
he uses for the cultivation of the cereal, 
and that each insists that he has the best; 
I did not notice this until last year, when 
my attention was called to it through an ar- 
ticle which appeared in the Oueydan News, 
written by a farmer living near Gueydan." 

Deep plowing seems to be "it " in this sec- 
tion of the country this year and in which 
we are also a believer, as it has a tendency 
to bring the moisture near the surface of 
the earth. 

Many dwelling houses, barns and ware- 
houses are being erected on rice farms east 
of Gueydan. 

Many thousands of acres of sod land will 
be planted in rice in this vicinity this year, 
which will have a tendency to improve the 
grade, taking the rice crop as a whole. 



The citizens of Gueydan and vicinity are 
overjoyed at the bright prospects of the pro- 
posed, and we might add the assured, Rice 
Belt Railroad, from Lake Charles to Guey- 
dan. This road will traverse the richest 
rice lands in the United States. 

The little city of Gueydan has never ex- 
perienced such a boom as it is now enjoying. 
Houses,, both dwelling and business, are 
springing up as if by magic. 

Northern prospectors are arriving daily 
to invest in rice lands. X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

While the rainfall has been light since the 
second of the month the weather for the 
greater: part of the time has been cloudy, 
damp and disagreeable. The most remark- 
able change since the «month came in oc- 
curred en the 14th. At six o'clock in the 
morning I found the temperature to be 58 
degrees and at noon it was 74 degrees and 
partly cloudy. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon a north wind sprang up and at six 
o'clock In the evening the thermometer had 
fallen to 48 degrees. The cold wave con- 
tinued, and grew in intensity during the 
night forcing the mercury down on the morn- 
ing of the 15th to 34 degrees and the morn- 
ing of the 16th it was 30 degrees but clear 
and frosty. On the morning of the 17th it 
was 32 degrees with frost and ice visible and 
a clear sky. The morning of the 18th was 
warmer, the thermometer indicating 38 de- 
grees and it was clear and pleasant From 
these few carefully compiled notes it can 
be seen that the conditions of the weather 
have .not been of the most pleading char- 
acter for the promotion of farm work. Dur- 
ing the greater part of tlie past week the 
ground was found to be too wet and heavy 
for doing good work with the plow, except 
on front lands and in sandy soils. The earth 
is v^ry cold yet and such being the case seed 
planted now will not germinate until the 
weather changes for the better and becomes 
more moderate. 

The writer has been Informed that nearly 
all the fall planted oats have been winter 
killed with no hope left now for an oat crop 
unless the weather will permit the planting 
of oats during the latter part of this month 
and the first of March. The cane raisers are 
apparently not pushing work forward with 
that vigor and energy usual with them at 
this season of the year. Many of them are 
at present undecided whether or not they 
should plant an increased acreage to cane 
this year. Some of them seem inclined* to 
await further developments in connection 
with the sugar industry before too much 
planting. However there are others in the 
business who are driving ahead, imbued with 
the progressive spirit of the times and who 
believe that to win in any business some risk 
must be taken. However one thing is sure 
and that is that the progressive cane raisers 
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of this parish will never drop cane growing 
entirely until they are absolutely forced to 
do so. At present all indications point to 
some increase in the acreage to be planted 
to cotton over the greater part of this parish. 
Whether there will be an increase in the corn 
acreage I do not now know. 

In conversation some time ago with a 
prominent planter who has been growing 
cane for forty years the subject of the late 
December freezes was touched upon. He said 
that his experience through many years of 
cane culture had taught him tnat cane which 
was ripe was less affected by freezing 
weather than unripe cane, whether standing 
or in the windrow and that lands which had 
been treated with no other fertilizer than 
heavy crops of peas would grow on an aver- 
age a larger tonnage and a sweeter cane 
crop than lands which were treated with 
commercial lertilizers. This is an idea which 
is generally retained by the old style of 
sugar planters. Have the advocates of nar- 
row rows and commercial fertilizers been 
able to do as much with their improved 
methods as the old time cane growers? As 
I close this letter the weather points to a 
few fair days in which plowing and all sorts 
of field work can be done. Erin. 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

We have been treated to a spell of most 
changeable weather since last writing, al- 
though it was composed of a variety of tem- 
peratures. The atmospherical conditions 
were such at the beginning as to per- 
mit all previous dampness to disap- 
pear. Last Friday a strong southerly 
wind blew forcibly the entire day, and at the 
afternoon advanced into the evening hours, 
the wind veered to the north, growing cold- 
er quite suddenly. Saturday was cold and 
a heavy cloudiness prevailed throughout the 
entire day and it was only Sunday morning 
that the heavy clouds were pierced by the 
rays of the sun and forced to disappear and 
for the fourth Sunday successively we were 
allowed the pleasure of enjoying a fine day. 
Monday and Tuesday both were character- 
ized by strong winds, and to-day, Wednesday, 
is one of the worst days of the month. The 
sun peeped out of the clouds for a while, hut 
quickly hid itself and a shower visited us, 
and ever since it has been raining, and this 
afternoon we are having a little winter thun- 
der-storm, accompanied by heavy rain-fall. 

The planters in the meantime made a good 
week's work, some planting cane, others pre- 
paring lands, and getting in readiness for 
corn planting. The rice planters also are 
stirring, for their preparations are required 
early as a delay often means much against 
them. 

Last Saturday the sale of ferry privileges 
took place at the court house at public auc- 
tion — at various prices, from 10 cents to 
nearly |600 a piece. On motion of the mem- 
bers of the Police Jury, the sale was made 
for a term of two years, and not one year 
only, as it has always been heretofore. The 
Lutcher ferry was excluded from the sale, 
as a steam-ferry is to be placed there, John 
Waguespack having the affair in charge. He 
is to have a contract for several years. The 
Convent ferry was returned to Mr. L. J. 
Peyret, who has had it in charge for the 
past five years. 

The building constructed for the Uncle 
Sam store having been completed, the own- 
ers 'have moved their stock into }t, and are 
now finely fixed. The store is adjoining the 
building they heretofore rented from Mr. J. 
Thibodeaux. Convent. 



Texas, 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The fine weather of the past week has 
brought out the new developments of the 
old counties of Ft. Bend and Brazoria, mak- 
ing a fine showing. At Riceton, 17 miles 
from Houston, on Colun;ibia Tap Branch of 
The Eye & Gee Enn (L & G. N. R. R.) the 
Brazoria Rice and Irrigating Company are 
building canal levees and wjjl have 5,000 
acres in rice for this season. Water is taken 
from the Brazos river, distributed by two 
lifts, making a first-class proposition. There 
are also numerous smaller planters who will 
irrigate by the well system. The cane in- 
dustry on this railroad is showing a large 
increase. At the famous old Areola plan- 
tation of T. W. House, all the land is broken 
except some new ground. Corn is being ex- 
tensively planted. Next door neighbor, Mr. 
J. J. Julifi", is actively pushing his work. 
At Mrs. B. B. Bingham's place, near Sandy 
Point. Things are going steadily. The old 
Lang place is restoring sugar house. Mr. 
Masterson. the old veteran planter, is in- 
creasing cane acreage. At Bonny, the old 
China Grove plantation, the former home of 
Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston, has passed into 
strong hands and will once more assume its 
old-time prosperity. At Chenango Mr. A. J. 
Strobel, the manager, has his cane all plant- 
ed, general field work well forward, plenty 
of com in the crib to last "till corn comes 
again." Has sweet potatoes to sell, a gar- 
den which always provides the seasonable 
vegetables. This place will,eventually, be 
all in cane as boll weevila are a little too 
"rough on cotton." 

The great Lake Jackson and Retrieve prop- 
ertie"i of Lake Jackson Sugar Company show 
the skillful and unremitting attention of the 
raapager, Mr. Joseph Rhea. He is ably as- 
sisted by a competept staff of young gentle- 
men, all of them bachelors, though they are 
more than willing to change their lot. Field 
work is progressing favorably and sugar is 
being barrelled as fast as coopers can fur- 
nish packages. The scarcity of cooperage 
here last fall prevented the sugar from be- 
ing put up at the time. 

Mr. John Graner deserves credit for his 
skill as "sugar cook," as the firsts are high 
grade Y. C. and seconds and molasses well 
up, the whole having been sold in bulk at 
good prices. The following are the staff 
officers. 

W. D. Learey, field manager; Victor Log- 
man, assistant. Retrieve. E. A. Blankenship, 
field manager; A. Joyce, assistant. Lake 
Jackson, with the office force as follows: 
F. Oliver, accountant; C. C. Ezell, paymaster; 
H. V. Wyatt, commissary clerk. The en- 
gineer and railroad chief being J no. H. Vick- 
ers, chief engineer. J. P. Harvin, master 
transportation. Lake Jackson Railroad, with 
Ivan Carson, assistant All requesting cor- 
respondence with young ladies matrimonial- 
ly inclined. 

The great state farm on the West bank of 
the Brazos is preparing to build a mammoth 
sugar house. The governor, with a large 
party recently visited there and the site was 
duly selected. As the crop of 1901 was be- 
tween 1,500 and 1,800 acres of cane, all to be 
planted it will fill up at least six thousand 
acres. Quite a large planting, but that is a 
Texas way of doing things. This increase 
in acreage, together with very many small 
planters who make table syrup, will make 
the increase of cane acreage in Brazoria 
fully 200 per cent for 1902. As to rice acre- 
age it will be like the yield of the grain, 
literally a thousand fold. 

Besides all this, oil of better quality than 



at Beaumont has been found, tested and 
proved good at Bryan Heights, some three 
or four miles west of Velasco. The great 
advantage of this discovery being its ac- 
cessibility to deep water at Velasco, without 
the enormous expense of rights of way, 
etc., involved at Beaumont. Great is Texas, 
and one of the greatest of these is old Bra* 
zoria county. Jno E. Caldwell. 



Sug^ar in London. 

According to revised estimates of the beet 
crop, a still larger production may be ex- 
pected, but the addition referred to is not 
sufficient to cause any great disturbance to 
the market. With the possibility of changes 
in the position, arising either from the 
bounty conference or from alterations in the 
present duties, both speculators and traders 
have been puzzled how to act for the best', 
and until the situation becomes clearer there 
will hardly be much disposition to press 
sugar for sale at the present low prices. 
Meanwhile, the anxiety throughout the 
country to hold increased stocks continues, 
although the movement here is perhaps not 
being carried out so extensively as at -the 
outports. The increase in the imports of raw 
and refined sugar in the United Kingdom' 
for the week ending 18th Inst, amounted to- 
65,000 tons, and since that date a very con- 
siderable weight of sugar has reached this 
country. After a lengthy spell of quiet times 
and falling values, the American market 
has taken a turn for the better, while the 
weekly meltings point to an improvemeht in 
the demand. The question of duties on Cu- 
tran sugars Is still being hotly debated, the^ 
claims of the American sugar growers being 
strongly opposed by the desires of the re- 
finers, and it will be a relief to all parties 
when the matter is finally settled. FYom 
want of supplies the London market has 
been dull lor refining kinds, but grocery 
crystallized has been in excellent request^ 
and in some oases prices show a recovery 
of 3d to 6d .per cwt.- from the lowest point 
The imports of crystallized raw to London 
for the week ending 23rd inst amount to 
241 tons, and this year to 2,520 tons, €igalnst 
2,781 tons in 1901.— Lomion Markets' Review, 

5ui:ar In London. 

Apart from some American purchases of 
beet in Europe, which it is satisfactory to 
hear of, there has been no important occur- 
rence. The short suspension of the bounty 
conference has further delayed the solution 
of the intricate questions before it, prolong- 
ing thereby the anxiety and uncertainty of 
the market. Now, however, that its sittings 
have been resumed, the sugar world is again' 
more hopeful that a definite result of sopie 
sort will tnis time be arrived at. The reduc- 
tion in this year's beet sowings, of course, de-" 
pends largely on the decision of the confer- ^ 
ence, while the possibilities of great changes 
add much to the interest of the present posi- 
tion. As regards available supplies the de- 
mand continues strong, but a large proper-^ 
tion of the arrivals In this country, which 
show an increase since January 1 of 95,000 * 
tons of raw and refined, has been warehoused , 
and has not, therefore, been actually con- , 
sumed. The raw market has been stesidy, \ 
but not particularly active owing to the 
firmness of holders, who, however, regards ' 
the suggestion of a countervailing duty as 
almost too good to be likely to be carried out. 
Crystallized grocery sugar has' been sparing- 
ly offered, and both the stock here and afioat 
show considerable reductions. The imports 
of this sugar to London for the week ending 
30th ultimate amounted to 50i tons, and for 
this year to 3,021 tons against 3,258 tons in * 
1901. — Produce Market Review, Feb. 1. 
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Berlin. 

(SPECIAIi COBRESPONDENCB.) 

Beklix, Feb. 1, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The iveek under review opened again mild 
and damp, but after a few days of this kind 
of abnormal weather, the winter made a 
slight attempt to assert its rights. It grew 
colder, the thermometer sank temporarily 
below freezing point, and the moist precipi- 
tations consisted predominantly of snow. 
Towards the end of the week, however, the 
latter was frequently mingled with rain, so 
that the snow partly thawed off and the 
hope that a layer of snow might be formed 
in order to futni&h a good cover for protect- 
ing the cereal crops against the inclemencies 
of the weather has been again frustrated. 
Anyway, the week ends again with a very 
cold temperature, and if anything of the me- 
teorological condition can be said, it is that 
it has been variable to the last degree, and 
so it has been in the other countries of Eu- 
rope, only with the difference, that in Aus- 
tria and France the aerial temperature has 
been higher than in this country, while in 
Holland, Belgium and Russia more cold and 
stormy weather has been prevailing. 

Contracting for beets for next campaign 
is reported to make slow progress; the sit- 
uation, being at present but little cleared up. 
This seems to be, however, not a question of 
the very near future. For much depends on 
the result of the' bounty conference at Brus- 
sels and this illustrious assembly has just 
adjourned to the 11th of February. This 
interruption of the deliberations does not 
point to an early decision of the fate of the 
bounties. It is not known whether anything 
positive so far has been resolved upon, but 
it seems that no particularly wide steps to- 
wards the solution of the bounty question 
have been accomplished. Besides in this and 
different other countries the cry is, "let the 
bounties alone," at least for the present 
Anyway, the official treating of the subject 
has caused much uncertainty among the beet 
growers, and therefore, more than in any 
other year at this period of the season, the 
contracting for beets has been so backward. 
Meantime the branch societies of the large 
society of the German sugar industry con- 
tinue to pass resolutions to the effect that 
beet growing should be restricted. In Hol- 
land they even are contemplating an agree- 
ment between the factories, that next cam- 
paign one-third of all sugar making estab- 
lishments should not work at all, which 
probably would mean a comparatively large 
reduction of beet sowings and in the face 
of the mucli reduced beet prices the farm- 
ers are anticipating such reduction and pre- 
paring for the growing of other crops. 

The French chamber of deputies has late- 
ly adopted a bill which Is going to curtail 
the fiscal advantages of the sugar manufac- 
turers. The sugar law now in force in 



France is known to contain a provision to 
the effect that the molasses which Is deliv- 
ered to distilleries or to the farmers for feed- 
ing purposes, is, for 14 per cent of its weight, 
discharged on the tax account of the facto- 
ries. This disposition was meant to prevent 
the conversion of molasses into hard sugar 
and thus to protect the treasury against too 
much draining of the latter, for the sugar 
produced would have led to an increase of 
the indirect bounties. The chamber of dep- 
uties, as it seems, is now abandoning this 
point of view, for with 448 votes against 63 
they have decided that henceforth only such 
molasses as is exported or furnished to the 
farmers shall be favored in the above man- 
ner, whilst molasses brought to the distil- 
leries is no longer liable to be credited to 
the sugar factories. The bill must pass still 
the upper house and it is, therefore, by no 
means, certain that it will become law. The 
government and more especially the minis- 
ter of finance is in favor of it and therefore 
the probabilities are certainly favorable for 
its final adoption. It is evident that the 
m-easure when carried out Is to relieve the 
treasury from a pretty heavy burden. The 
French legislators should, before deciding 
the matter, bear in mind that the fiscal ad- 
vantage now to be done away with, was al- 
lowed for financial reasons. Let the French 
manufacturers work their molasses into su- 
gar, and the government will see that they 
come from the frying pan into the fire, un- 
less the entire sugar legislation undergoes 
a thorough revision, which, by the way, is * 
very probable in case the Brussels Confer- 
ence leads to some result or other. 

As to the renewal of the Austrian Kartell 
matters are not yet advanced as I was led 
to believe and to write you in my last letter. 
There are still difficulties of a serious char- 
acter to overcome, and though the general 
opinion is that at last an agreement will be 
arrived at, it will take some time before this 
contingency can be recorded as a fact. 

The idea of drying the beet cuttings, with- 
out extracting the sugar contained in them, 
in case of threatening overproduction, and to 
use it forthwith as an article of food for 
animals is seriously debated. It has been 
proposed to denaturalize and use sugar this 
way, but of course it would be much cheaper 
to give the unexhausted cuttings to the cat- 
tle, which not only would be a good means 
to restrict production when an abundant 
beet crop is harvested, but a good deal of 
money would also be kept in the country, 
which is now paid to foreign countries for 
fodder stuffs, such as maize, palm kernel 
meal, etc. 

The markets have been, after quietly open 
ing this week, uncommonly active, and large 
transactions both for legitimate trade "and 
for speculation have been brought about. 
To the reasons of the Improvement enumer- 
ated already last week was added the rare 
event of American buying, which caused the 
belief that the American refiners were going 



to operate on a larger scale, but this hope 
has not been carried out so far. The close 
has been a little quieter and part of the 
advance has, been lost. Quotations are in 
Magdeburg M. 7.50-7.90 for actual 88 per cent 
rendement, and delivery February is worth 
M. 6.75 f. o. b. Hamburg. Refined are quiet 
and unchanged. Robert Hen nig. 



Havana. 

Havana, Feb. 15, 1902. 
(special cobrespondencb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Quotations having declined 
anew in London^ and the demand subsided 
in the United States, in which market prices 
also denote weakness, purchasers at this 
place have withdrawn from the market and 
accordingly, no sale worthy of special men- 
tion has been made since my last letter, 
prices ruling altogether nominal on the basis 
of 1% to 1^ cents per pound, for centrifu- 
gals of good shipping classes, 95 to 96 test 

Crop Reports — Dry and cold weather hav- 
ing continued to prevail, crop operations 
progress satisfactorily throughout the is- 
land, the density in the juice having in- 
creased to a further extent; stocks of new 
sugars have already accumulated at all the 
shipping ports to a considerable extent and 
as soon as the demand revives, if it ever 
does, exporters will have good opportuni- 
ties for selecting the parcels that are most 
convenient to them. 

Labor in the fields, in spite of the favor- 
able weather, has almost totally ceased, on 
account of the low prices which rule at pres- 
ent, and the delay in obtaining tariff con- 
cessions from the United States government 
utterly discourages planters and the new 
plantings that have been made lately are 
quite unimportant. 

American Prospectors — An American Syn- 
dicate has just purchased two large farms 
located in the district of Guines, province of 
Havana, at about 30 miles from this city, 
on which they contemplate to carry on an 
extensive cattle breeding business; owing 
to its good pastures, abundant waters and 
its proximity to the capital, the district of 
Guines is one of the most convenient for 
cattle breeding on the whole Island. 

A Louisiana planter has also come over 
to Cuba w^th the purpose of securing a large 
piece of land for growing rice. 

The representative of an American syndi- 
cate has recently made proposals for the 
purchase of the sugar plantation "Santa 
Ana," which is located in the vicinity of 
Sagua la Grande, and which they contem- 
plate to convert into a large central fac- 
tory, provided that the United States govern- 
ment grant Cuba the tariff concessions she 
requests. 

In case aforesaid project should be carried 
to effect, the totality of the old apparatus 
and machinery would be removed and. new 
ones, of the most modern and perfected 
patterns, would be immediately ordered from 
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the Unitidd States and mounted in their 
stead. 

The representative of the syndicate and 
the experts he took with him to examine 
the premises, unanimously declare that no 
better site than the one the plantation Is 
located en could he found on the island for 
the establishment of a large central factory, 
since the river Sagua that crosses through 
its fields furnishes an easy and cheap means 
of conveying the sugar to the shipping port, 
which is one of the most important ad- 
vantages because it allows the factory to be 
independent of the railway freight, which 
is one of the most expensive factors of su- 
gar manufacturing in Cuba. 

The land belonging to plantation "Santa 
Ana" measures tfbout 5,000 acres, of which 
only a small part has been heretofore placed 
under culture and tae balance, mostly woody, 
consists of good cane soil that can be brought 
to avail at a very small expense. 

The sale of factory 'San Manuel" at Porto 
del Padre, in the province of Santiago de 
Cuba, to another American syndicate, for 
the sum of one and a half million dollars. 
was also reported this week, this being the 
tenth large factory owned by American citi- 
zens in the eastern region of Cuba. 

Central factory "Boston" at Banes, pro- 
vince of Santiago de Cuba, that belongs to 
the "United Fruit Company," of Boston, is 
grinding with splendid results; when run- 
ning at its fullest capacity it can grind 1,500 
tons of cane per day; it is considered one 
of the largest and best equipped on the is- 
land and is expected to turn out this year 
UOMO bags of sugar; but neither this nor 
anj- of the other sugar factories existing 
of old in Cu^)a can be compared to that of 
Thaopara" in the same locality as the fore- 
going one, which has just started its maiden 
crop and is Justly considered as the largest 
sugar factory, not only in Cuba, but also in 
the whole world, since its grinding capacity 
of 325 tons of cane per hour, which is equiva- 
lent to a production of about 2,500 bags of 
sugar per day of twelve hours' work; this 
huge establishment was erected for account 
of an American company of which Congress- 
man Hawley is president and Mr. Kelly one 
of the directors; the mill was built by 
Messrs. Milliken Bros., of New York, and 
the total cost of the plantation amounts to 
about $2,500,000. 

Referring to "Chaopara" one of the Havana 
papers says that "it is one of the most up-to- 
date establishments of the present era, and 
is a pattern of engineering skill and a 
monunaent of uie capacity of above named 
t'ongressman." T. D. 



Hawaii. 

Honolulu, Feb. 5, 1902. 
(special corbespondence.) 
f^ditor Louisiana Planter: 

There has been considerable rain over the 
entire island group for the past week. Grind- 
ing still continues in all the mills, and the 
<ane being cut maintains its high standard. 



Reports from Hawaii show the cane on the 
various plantations to be of the finest qual- 
ity, and it is showing a large percentage in 
the grinding. 

The stock market is ratner peculiar. There 
still appears to be a slight decline in the 
offerings for the dividend producing stocks 
while there is a continued advance in the 
prices of the new plantation stock such as 
Olaa, McBryde and Kihei. These stocks 
are all below par, having suffered in the 
slump of all island securities, but are now 
gradually recovering their lost prestige, 
though it can hardly be expected tnat they 
will realize the same prices at which they 
were held during the sugar boom. Regular 
monthly dividends were paid on the first 
as follows: Ewa plantation, one per cent; 
Kahuka, one per cent; Oahu, one-half per 
ceiit; Waimanolo, two per cent. 

The new Puumene mill at Wailuku, Maui, 
has begun grinding and has proven a suc- 
cess from the start. The mill contains 
many new features of value. The cane is 
brought to the carrier in cars, and is un- 
loaded by two of Gregg's improved cane un- 
loaders. Passing through the rollers, the 
stream of juice is pumped to the third fioor, 
where it passes through a series of sand 
filters, after which it is carried to the lime 
vats to be clarified. From there it is car- 
ried to an octuple system of Lillie evapora- 
tors on the first fioor, and then to the crystal- 
lizing pans. Mr. Morris l.illie, the inventor 
of the evapdrator system, installed the ma- 
chinery and is well pleased with results, 
though further experiments are to be made. 
The present capacity of the mill is 750 tons 
per week, but another set of rollers is to 
be added soon, which will double the ca- 
pacity, and in the future another set Of 
rollers will be added, giving the mill an 
output of 500 tons per day, .and making it 
the largest in the world. 

The Kihei plantation crop will be ground 
at the new mill. There are about 3,000 acres 
of growing cane on the Kihei plantation, all 
in fine condition. Including lae ratoon cane 
there will be about 1,300 acres milled during 
the present season, the output of which will 
be about 8,000 tons. New land is being put 
to cane as rapidly as water developments 
will permit, and it is probable that within 
two or three years at least 8,000 acres will 
be in cultivation yielding crops of 25,000 
tons per year. The big pump which will 
furnish water for this additional acreage 
is being pushed rapidly to completion. The 
pump at the 300 foot level has to be sunk 
only a few feet further, a work of consider- 
able difficulty however because of the inrush 
of water. When this is done and lateral 
drifts are run to develop water, of which 
there seems to be inexhaustible quantity, the 
pumps will furnish a flow of twenty mil- 
lion gallons per day. At present about nine 
million gallons are poured over the Kihei 
plantation. The coal item is a very large 
one but by the first of July it is intended 



to, make a substitution of oil greatly dimin- 
ishing the cost of pumping. 

At a meeting of the Nahiku stockholders 
^ a proposition will be submitted Friday for 
the sale of the plantation to the Hana Com- 
pany. One of the principal reasons for the 
negotiations is the desire of the Hana plan- 
tation to secure the valuable water rights, 
which the Nahiku Sugar Company control. 
The two plantations adjoin and the proposi- 
tion is said to meet with favor among the 
stockholders of both companies. The Nahiku 
plantation has laid practically idle for near- 
ly a year. 

Negotiations of the Kona Sugar Company 
to borrow $120,000 to improve the planta- 
tion, and which were practically concluded 
were declared off when the intended back- 
ers of the loan were notified that J. D. 
Spreckels & Co. already held a prior lien on 
the property. It was rumored this morning 
that one of the heaviest creditors of the 
Kona Sugar Company would ask for a re- 
ceiver but the report is denied. For the 
present at least the effort to secure a loan 
is a failure, though until the report was re- 
ceived from San Francisco there was a syndi- 
cate ready to make the advances. 

B. D. Baldwin, assistant manager at 
Spreckelsville, has had patented in Wash- 
ington a mold board plow. It is intended 
to be used as a sort of cultivator for run- 
ning furrows between the lines of growing 
cane, particularly ratoon6. It is a V shaped 
wooden machine, with side boards which in- 
cline towards the back of the plow. These 
sideboards are so arranged as to throw up 
the earth and cover with soil the roots of 
cane growing on both sides of the furrow. 
It can be used to advantage after a light 
rice plow has run the furrows, and is of 
great value as a labor saving device, re- 
quiring but half the labor formerly needed 
in cultivating. The machine is already in 
use at Spreckelsville, Hamakuapoko and 
Kihei plantations. Kaka. 

Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planter by Wilkifison & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building. Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 693,408, granted to Jules H. La- 
vollay and Gustavo E. Bourgoin, both of 
Paris, France, dated February 18, 1902, for 
Method of Manufacturing Sugar. 



Trade Notes. 

The Lunkenheimer Company — We have 
been favored with an interesting circular 
concerning the Duro Blow Off Valve, man- 
ufactured by this company and they will be 
glad to supply copies of the interesting little 
leaflet on request. Blow off valves are no- 
torious for giving trouble and in placing 
on the market the Duro valve the Lunken- 
heimer Company believe they have solved 
many of the difficult problems connected 
with such service. Address the Lunkenhei- 
mer Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, U. S. A. 
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BEST SUGAR. 



Beet 5ug:ar Notes. 

The Bay City Central Trades Council has 
passed strong resolutions against any reduc- 
tion of the sugar tariff. This council is com- 
posed of 32 local trades and has nearly 1,500 
members. 



It is reported from Saginaw, Mich., that 
two more sugar companies will be organized 
there at once if unfavorable sugar legisla- 
tion is prevented. 



A check for $5,000 has been received in 
Owosse, Mich., for W. R. Burt, with which 
to pay for the site of the proposed factory. 
The site comprises 33 acres. 



The Great Western Beet Sugar Company 
has orders on hand for 160 cars of beet pulp 
to be shipped to Denver, Col., which they are 
sending in at the rate of about sixteen car- 
loads a day. This will be used for feed for 
milk cows. 



A striking example of what the cultivation 
of sugar beets and the establishment of a 
beet sugar factory can do for a locality ia 
shown by Sugar City, Colo., which had a 
population of five people two years ago and 
now possesses 2,500. 



About 5,400 tons of beets were cultivated 
at Manzanola, Colo., -this year. One farmer 
expended on ten acres 1417.50, which in- 
cluded rent of land, seed, spring plowing, 
leveling and harrowing, planting, cultivat- 
ing, irrigating, thinning, "narvesting and 
hauling. From this land he harvested 215 
tpns of beets, for which he received 14.75 
per ton, or $1,021.25 for his crop, giving him 
a net rofit of $603.75 on his beets. 



The first consignment of sugar beet seed 
for Colorado was recently received in New 
York from Germany. 



The Rocky Ford beet sugar factory report 
shows that 24 millions of pounds of sugar 
were made by the plant this year. The beets 
this year averaged the farmers $4.95 per ton, 

PLANTER OAL NINE— THURS ^K 

as against $4.81 last year. The factory re- 
ceived 93,550 tons of beets, against a receipt 
of 45,000 last season. 



The American Beet Sugar Company is 
making beet contracts now for 1902, and will 
continue to do so until March first. 



One of the possible improvements for 
Clark's Fork Valley, Montana, this year is 
building a beet sugar factory at Bridges. 
Samples of beets grown there this past year 
were tested by Prof. Traphagn, of the Mon- 
tana Agricultural College, and showed a 
sucrose content varying from 14 to 22 per 
cent. 



Mayor O. N. Warren, of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Issued a call last month to all citi- 
zens to attend a meeting to be held in the 
interest of a beet sugar factory on Jan. 29, 
at which time Mr. A. L. Teele, of Denver, 
editor of the Sugar Beet O^rower, would ad- 
dress th« meeting.' A very large and en- 
thusiastic audience gathered together on 
that occasion and much interest in beet cul- 
ture was evidenced. 



Sugar beet seed for the states west of the 
Mississippi is now being received in Omaha, 
Neb., which has been chosen as the point 
of distribution. The seed comes in bond and 
is under the control of Collector Taylor, of 



the custom house, until the time comes for 
sending it to the factories. 



A beet sugar factory may be erected at 
Goleta, Cal., by the Oxnards. 



The 'Coche County sugar factory at Logan 
manufactured this season 4,500,000 pounds 
of sugar, the largest part of which is stored 
at the factory. 



On January 25 Auditor Alkinson, of the 
State of Washington, drew a warrant for 
$19,207.60 in favor of the Washington State 
Sugar Refining Company, of Spokane county. 
This is in accordance with the la^ passed 
by the State legislature in 1899, allowing a 
bounty of one cent per pound on all beet 
'sugar grown and manufactured in the state. 



It "has been announced by the Pennsylvania 
experiment station that the northern coun- 
ties of that state are suitable to sugar beet 
culture. The average sucixjse content of the 
.beets examined was 15.76 per cent., no sam- 
ple falling below 13, and a number going 
near 18. The average purity was 83.97 per 
cent. 



5ugar Beet Pulp. 

The recent great development of the beet 
sugar industry In the State of Utah has 
made the matter of utilizing the sugar beet 
pulp an important question for Utah farm- 
ers. .Thatr beet pulp has a "high feeding 
value, when fed in proper combinations, has 
been shown conclusively since the establish- 
ment of the first beet sugar factory in the 
State, ten years ago. The experience of 
other states, and of the beet sugar producing 
countries of Europe, has likewise demon- 
strated that beet pulp may be used profit- 
ably in (the feeding of farm ajiimals. It is 
doubtless true that mudh is yet to be learned 
concerning the methods by which the best 
results may be obtained from the use of the 
pulp, but several experiment artatlons, in- 
cluding the Utah station, are working on 
this subject, and satisfactory conclusions 
will soon be obtained. So well is the value 
of sugar beet pulp beginning to be under- 
stood that many farmers are now having 
pulp s/hipped many miles to their farms 
in order that they may feed their animals 
in the best and most economical manner. 
Really, the most important problem before 
(the sugar ^eet farmer is the establishment 
of ah understanding with the manufacturer 
that will enable every farmer to obtain an 
amount of pulp equivalent to the quantity 
of beets sold. In fthat manner will the fer- 
tility of the farms be conserved, and the 
profits of the farm be made larger. Sugar 
beet pulp should <be an important factor in 
the animal production of the districts in 
which beets are produced for the factory. — 
Bulletin Experiment Station, Logan, Utah. 



5ug:ar Beet Fields the New Gold 
Mines. 

"The sugar beet will make the state of 
Colorado famoud all over the world, and will 
soon vie with gold for supremacy in the list 
of the state's products," said George B. Rain- 
water, of White Cloud, Mich., at the Winsdor 
Hotel. 

Mr. Rainwater accompanied by his wife, 
is on his way home from a visit on the Pa- 
cific Coast. He has been touring Colorado 
for about ten days. 

"The soil of Colorado is pecularly adapted 
to sugar beet raising," he said. "The deep, 
sandy loam permits the beets to grow to a 



considerable depth, thereby developing into 
the long, graceful product that the factory 
prizes so highly. The percentage of purity 
and of saccharine matter is away above the i 
average, too, and the average tonnage an 
acre is remarkable. At Greely I saw a sugar 
beet that weighed 17 pounds. Of course, 
this was a freak, but the average size is all 
that could be desired. 

"Your Colorado farmer will have to learn 
that, as a rule, it is more profitable to tiU 
small tracts of land. Already, the 160-acre 
farm is giving away to the 80-acre tract One 
reason the American farmer has not taken 
more kindly to the sugar beet is his horror 
of the large amount of labor connected with 
its culture. He will recover from this, how- 
ever, in time, when he becomes thoroughly 
alive to the enormous profits to be had from 
a few acres. In my travels over the state I ' 
find that in all localities where sugar facto- 
ries have been established, there is an en- j 
couragingly large increase in the number of 
acres contracted for in 1902 over the year 
just closed." — Tea, Coffee and Laya, 



New 5ugar Device. 

There was a successful test of a new su 
garmakin^ device at P. H. Kelly's Iron 
Works, on South Front street, yesterday. 
It is called the "Century Sugar Apparatus," 
and was invented by O. M. Nilson. The vir- ; 
tues claimed for the device are that it will ' 
make sugar, that is crystallize the juice, at 
a cost of 25 cents per ton of cane, compared 
with the present cost of |1.25 per ton, and 
that the total equipment costs only $25,000. 
as against |1 25,000 that the equipment costs 
under the present plan in use, to produce the 
same effect. 

The device lested yesterday was built ior a 
Mexican hacienda, the owner buying it sim- 
ply on the wonderful showing made by the 
little model. As soon as this test is com 
pleted, it will be shipped to Aztec, Mexico. 

The principle of the "Century" is prac- 
tically a reversion of the old open kettle 
system of boiling, with application o( 
scientific discoveries to overcome objection- 
able features of that system. The feature 
of this device is the perfect circulation. This 
is obtained by means of eight overflow pipes. 
running fro mthe top of the boiler to a point 
near the bottom. The great heat inside the 
boiler forces the hot liquid upwards in the 
inner tubes, of which there are sixty-four, 
and it flows over into the overflow pipes. 
and finds its way again to the inside. In 
this way there is a constant circulation, and 
burning is impossible. 

The device has a tank above, and the 
flue from the flre box passes under it The 
clarified juice is put into this tank, and 
heated by means of the underlying flue, so 
that when the masse cuite has reached a 
proper density and is emptied into the cen- 
trifugal tank, the hot juice can be let into 
the boiler, and the process continued. The 
whole device is very simple. In three hours 
yesterday the juice was reduced to 18 de- 
grees Beaume. 

The oflacers of the company owning the 
device are: 

Wm. P. Luck, engineer, president; H. C. 
Ramos, vice-president; C. J. Patterson. 
treasurer; O. M. Nilson, secretary and 
manager ; Jno. Carraway, J. E. Nilson. direc- 
tors. 

They are going to make every effort to 
introduce it generally into the sugar- 
houses of Louisiana. Their success in plac- 
ing two in Mexico, before there had ever 
been a practical test on a large scale, shows 
the merit of the apparatus. — Picayune. 
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The Freeze of December, 1901, and 
Its Lessons^ 

(DiscuBSloD by The Louisiana Sugar Planters* As- 
sociation, February 13, 1901; Pkesident Emile 
RosT In the chair, Secretary Reginald 
Dykers at the desfe. The papers read were 
published in full in our last issue.) 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: I would suggest that 
the Sugar Planters' Association offer a sub- 
stantial reward for the invention of ma- 
chines for cutting and loading cane with 
the proviso that said reward would only be 
paid after their having worked a whole 
season and been approved by a committee 
appointed by the President of the Associa- 
tion. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs: I simply want to say, 
for Mr. Soniat's benefit, that we have now a 
standing offer for a cane-cutting machine. 
One or two gentlemen came to see me with 
regard to it, and wanted to know when they 
could give a test of their machines. A gen- 
tleman was here last year with a device 
which he claims will cut cane; and he stated 
that he would have it in readiness during the 
coming year. He is presently in Philadel- 
phia, I think. 

The Chair: Was that the one to run by 
pneumatic power? 

Dr. Stubbs: I don't know much about it. 
This gentleman brought a letter of introduc- 
tion from Dr. Maxwell, of Australia (he Is 
the son of an English nobleman over there) 
and we furnished him with a lot of cane in 
October. We sent it to him in Philadelphia, 
so as to make the experiment. I didn't see 
the machine, and he didn't tell me anything 
much about it. He said he would have it 
here as soon as it could be fixed up. 

Tbe Chair: There was a resolution passed 
by the association many years ago (Mr. Dy- 
mond will remember it) offering a reward of 
$1,000 for a successful cane-cutting machine. 

Mr. John Dymond: That offer was made 
some fifteen years ago; and there were a 
number of efforts at such a machine. Col. 
Zenor, with others, interested himself in at- 
tempting to develop a machine of that kind, 
but it seems that all efforts were failures. I 
remember that there was one party here 
froDQ Tennessee. 

Mr. Henry McCall: A stock company was 
organized, and I have some of the stock yet, 
with a nice picture of the machine on it. 

Mr. Dymond: The Commissioner from 
Tennessee to the Cotton Exposition took an 
interest in the matter, and brought a man 
down here for that purpose, two years later. 
However, he never succeeded in developing 
any machine; and in the meantime, the mat- 
ter has been prescribed by limitation. -No 
action has been taken, and the offer no longer 
stands. 

Dr. Stubbs: It is only six or eight yeans 
ago that an old gentleman brought a machine 
up, and tested it. He didn't move with It 
more than four or five feet. 

Mr. Dymond: The offer has not been 
made, however, for years. 

Dr. Stubbs: Since I have been at the Ex- 
periment Station, the offer has been renewed, 
and this is only my eleventh year there. 

Mr. Dymond: Mr. Gaussiran, of the par- 
ish of St. Mary, I believe, has invented a 
machine that was 'tested by Capt. Pharr, and 
• also by Oxnard & Sprague. That machine 
straddles the row, and it seems that it cuts 
the cane at the ground line, and it falls back 
from the machine and makes a handsome 
windrow on top of the cane row. Mr. Ben 
Oxnard told me on the streets, some months 
ago, that it seemed to be a success; but the 
machine, with the work it was given to do, 
warped more or less. It was not strong 
enough in parts. Mr. Gaussiran said that he 
expected to repair it, or strengthen the parts 



that gave way, and expected to make it a 
success. I had very little conversation with 
Capt. rharr about it, but he is disposed to 
think favorably of it; but with him the ma- 
chine got out of shape, on account of the 
power required to push it. However, the 
cane made a nice, clean windrow right on 
top of the cane row. If it could be made to 
slide down into the furrow, you would have 
a nice windrowing machine. I think Mr. 
Gaussiran is now living in the western part 
of the state, or in Texas. 

Mr. E. W. Wecms: Baldwin is his home. 

Mr. Dymond: He expects to perfect the 
machine, but his health has not been good, 
and he has not done as much with it as he 
had hoped. That is the history of the mat- 
ter, so far. I believe the Hawaiian Islanders 
offered $2,000 for such a macnine — 

A Member: Twenty-five hundred dollars. 

Mr. Dymond — Of $2,500, which is compar- 
atively recent. The Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion have taken no action since the failure 
of the corporation that Mr. McCall referred 
■to. 

Mr. Weems: We have tried Mr. Gaussi- 
ran 's machine, and the difficulty was that 
the knives warped. 

Mr. Dymond: They were not quite strong 
enough. 

Mr. Weems: No, sir; not sufficiently backed 
up. They twisted and got out of, shape. Any- 
how, I believe it would cost as much to han- 
dle the cane, after it is cut down, as it did 
without the machine. 

The Chair: Mr. Weems what is your 
opinion of the economy effected by a ma- 
chine such as Mr. Dymond describes? 

Mr. Weems: Well, we didn't have a thor- 
ough test; but we did find that it cost as 
much to put the cane down as it did before. 
They say they can do it with cane-hooks, but 
that doesn't make a pretty windrow. If 
that part of it could be straightened out, it 
would be all right; but not if you have to 
have labor to stoop down and place the cane. 
That would cost just as much as before; 
and, besides, as I say, th-e knives warped. 

The Chair: Did you try it on crooked 
cane or blown-down cane? 

Mr. Weems: No, sir; I don't think it 
would do on crooked cane. You can cut 
two or three inches below the ground. It is 
propelled by four mules, two pulling and 
two pushing. And there is one thing you 
must accustom the mules to. They get 
frightened in the cane. It will cut ten, or 
twelve, or fourteen acres a day with it; and 
they will go In a trot with it, and put it down 
nicely on top of the row. We tried It with 
seed cane. 

Mr. F. W. Nlcholls: If it Is in order, I 
would move a reference of the entire matter . 
to the Executive Committee, with regard to 
the renewal of the offer, and also with regard 
to making an offer for a cane-loading ma- 
chine. I will make this motion if it is in 
order. 

The Chair: The matter is being discussed 
in all its aspects in connection with the sub- 
ject of the evening. Before putting your 
motion, the secretary will read a few lines 
from the minutes of Mar. 10, 1898, where the 
subject under discussion was the saving of 
the stubble. The minutes go on and detail 
what was done at the conclusion of the dis- 
cussion. 

Secretary Dykers reads from the minutes 
in question, as follows: 

"At the conclusion of the discussion Col. 
Zenor brought up the question of having the 
association offer a reward for the invention 
of a successful cane harvester, this course 
having once before been pursued by the or- 
ganization in the hope of stimulating in- 
ventive genius in this direction. Col. Zenor 



thought the amount previously offered — 
$1,000 — too small and moved that a reward 
of $10,000 be offered for the perfection of a 
successful device for harvesting sugar cane. 
This motion was amended to the effect that 
the association offer a reward of $2,000 for 
such' a device, its merits to be passed upon 
by a committee appointed from the associa- 
tion, and was adopted in this shape." 

Dr. Stubbs: I would state that two ma- 
chines were brought up after that, to make a 
trial at the park. One was the Osborne Corn 
Harvester. The other was a machine made 
by some old gentleman who comes to our 
meetings; I forget his name now'; you will 
remember him. I think Col. Zenor had some 
interest in it. Well, both of them came up 
there. The Osborne binder cut standing 
straight cane, and bound it into bundles pret- 
ty nicely, as long as we had small cane and 
straight cane; but as soon as we had crooked 
cane, it gave out. And the other man's ma- 
chine didn't move at all; didn't go two feet. 
I know that wasn't so long ago, because I re- 
member it distinctly. 

Mr. Dymond: I know the first offer had 
expired. 

Dr. Stubbs: This occurrence was just re- 
cently. 

The Chair: This is th« last resolution of 
the association, about four years ago. 

Mr. Dymond: Yes, sir. 

The (3hair: Is it your pleasure, gentle- 
men, to take further action in this direc- 
tion? 

, Mr. F. W. Nlcholls: How about that cane- 
loading machine that. Mr. Soniat mentioned? 
Has he seen it work? I noticed sometime 
ago an advertisement in the Louisiana 
Planter, signed by D. J. Howard, of St. Ga- 
briel. I was thinking of writing about It, 
but it was just before the grinding season, 
and I didn't do It; but I would like to ask 
Mr. Soniat about it. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: The party alluded to, 
Howard, is a blacksmith at St. Gabriel. He 
Invented a machine for the purpose of load- 
ing cane. His Idea was to load by mula pow- 
er. I win describe It this way. It was a 
wagon which had a derrick on It and a 
swinging boom. To avoid the necessity of 
making an extremely wide wagon, he had 
a pole stretching out (say) about twelve 
feet beyond, and a foot attached to that 
pole. When he would start to hoisting the 
cane, that foot would rest on the ground, and 
prevent the wagon from tilting over. It was 
a very ingenious contrivance. Now, he had 
som-ething made in this shape (Mr. Soniat 
illustrates) like a hanu this way, which 
would catch the cane, and he would pass a 
rope in the furrow under the cane, and bring 
it back here and fasten It. As he would hoist 
the cane, that boom would turn ground in 
this manner, and throw the cane lengthwise 
in the cart. I didn't see it work. He called 
on us to go and see it, but I was ten minutes 
late, and when I got there I found that he 
had stopped. I believe his success wasn't 
much. A Whether he didn't care to show It 
to us in detail, or not, I don't know. He 
went off, but those who saw It work say the 
principle was all right. The only trouble 
was that he tried it by mule power, which is 
very slow. He had to bring the mule back 
to the machine and then pull off, which was 
very slow work. If he had had a gas engine, 
or a slnall steam engine, on a truek. 
they thought he could hoist the cane a good 
deal ^ster. He claims to hoist 500 pounds 
at a time; but I never saw it work. 

The Chair: Did you see It In the field? 

Mr. Soniat: No, sir; It had already been 
moved. 

The Chair: You don't know what posi- 
tion It occupies with reference to the wagon 
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or cart that is to be loaded; whether it runs 
behind it, or alongside? 

Mr. Soniat: Alongside of, it. He claims 
that he can raise 500 pounds with it, and 
the labor required would be one man on 
the cart— a man and a bby; and that he 
could work with them faster than several 
men could load— and no doubt better, be- 
cause the cane would be dropped straight, 
and not mixed up, as it is now. 

The Chair: The discussion has strayed 
away somewhat from the subject of the, even- 
ing. The Chair would like to call upon some 
of the members present to express their 
views on' the matters that have been men- 
tioned in the papers read to-night. Mr. Henry 
McCall will kindly enlighten us as to what 
he considers to be the lessons of the freeze. 

Mr. McCall: I don't know tnat I see any 
particular lessons in it. I ratner agree with 
Mr. Dymond that we can't make provision 
against such a freeze as that. If we were 
to attempt to make provision* against such 
a freeze, if we were to begin grinding earlier 
than we usually do, in our section about the 
15th or 20th of October, our losses would be 
great; and I don't know that we would gain 
anything by it. These things happen once 
in a while, and we must take them as they 
come. Unfortunately, they sometimes hap- 
pen a little too often in Louisiana for our 
good. 

Now, as I say, I a^ree with Mr. Dymond 
in thinking that there is not much to be 
learned by the freeze. As to the old ques- 
tion of windrowing, I don't think there is 
much to be learned, tn our immediate sec- 
tion, we had a bud-killing frost, on the 16th 
of November, I think; that is, the bud wafe 
killed generally on the back lands and the 
black lands. On the sandy lands, not many 
of the buds were killed. Still, there was a 
considerable portion of cane killed. The la- 
bor supply was short, though not short 
enough to prevent us from windrowing. We 
saw we would not be able to save our crops 
before the 1st of January, under the most fa- 
vorable conditions; so most of our people- 
concluded to windrow largely; and I sup- 
pose most of us windrowed from one-third 
to one-half, in some instances, of the cane 
standing at that time. Those who had small 
crops got through by the 15th of December 
or thereabout, and didn't make any particu- 
lar losses; in fact, they did fairly well. The 
smaller a man's crop was this year, the bet- 
ter off he was; but those who had a large 
crop, even when a great fldal of it was wind- 
rowed, had large losses. We had on our 
place something like 120 acres of cane' stand- 
ing at the time of the freeze ; and we ground 
about 60 acres of that and made string sugar 
of it. 

The Chair: Immediately after the freeze? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. We could probably 
have made grain sugars, but it looked like 
we could make more by string sugars, and 
putting it in the hot room; which I believe 
we did. The other sixty acres deteriorated 
so fast that we left it to get at the windrowed 
cane. We thought it best to save the wind- 
rowed cane, rather than bother with the 
sixty acres of standing cane. By the by, we 
windrowed it immediately after the freeze, 
not because we believed there was any good 
in it. but simply bcause we couldn't grind 
it, and we took a little chance on cutting it 
down and windrowing it, rather than do ab- 
solutely nothing. However, we didn't think 
it would do much good; and it didn't. When 
we came to the windrowed cane, which was 
nearly all plant cane, we found that it had 
deteriorated very much, too, especially the 
succession cane. Fall-planted cane that was 
ripe kept reasonably well; but all succession 
cane and all new land cane and green canos 
didn't keep well. 



The Chair: You are referring to the win'l- 
rowed cane? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir; between the 16th 
and 20th, of November. After the first bud- 
killing freeze, we found the tops very much 
injured, and we concluded that we might 
probably lose the whole of it. So we began 
to cut very low. For the first two or three 
days, we cut down two or three joints, and 
after a while, as much as one-third and one- 
half. We brought it to the sugar-house, and 
it grained in the vacuum pan very well; but 
all cane ground after Dec. 15th, I am satis- 
fied, didn't make one-half the sugar it was 
making before the freeze. 

Mr. F. W. Nicholls: Do you attribute the 
deterioration in the windrowed cane to its 
being frozen, or to natural deterioration 

Mr. McCall: Well, in the first place, It had 
been windrowed a long time, and the weather 
was excessively dry and cold, and the cane 
dried out very rapidly. The polariscopic test 
didn't show as much deterioration as the 
appearance of the cane indicated. The pur- 
ity was not so bad, nor was the sucrose. 

The Chair: Let me ask whether the de- 
terioration varied according to the land, or 
whether it was standing cane, or whether 
the cane was straight or crooked. 

Mr. McCall: Wherever the cane was heavy 
and straight, the deterioration was less than 
where it was crooked, or green, or thin. We 
had a dry summer; there was some rain in 
August, but not a great deal. There was con- 
siderable heat during August and Septem- 
ber, and the succession cane took a second 
growth, and it went all to pieces. 

The Chair: To what extent— 50 or 75 per 
cent? 

Mr. McCall: Well, it varied. I haven't 
the exact figures, but I don't believe any cane 
we ground after the 15th averaged more than 
100 pounds of sugar. 

Mr. Nicholls: All kinds? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: That was the yield in sugar; 
but I mean whether, in cutting down — 

Mr. McCall: Ob, of course, we lost more 
by cutting down; but I was speaking of 
after we got to the sugar house. 

The Chair: Not taking into account what 
was left in the field? 

Mr. McCall: No, sir; I am satisfied that 
we left at least one-fourth of the cane in the 
field. 

The Chair: Of windrowed cane? 

Mr. McCall: Yes. sir. When I say one- 
fourth, I mean calculating the loss in weight, 
because in some cases we attempted to cut as 
high as usual, and the tonnage had already 
gone down. I mean, that the cane had dried 
up and lost three or four tons by the natural 
process of being windrowed. 

The Chair: From your previous experi- 
ence, is that normal? 

Mr. McCall: No, sir; rather abnormal. I 
think that when you have a dry, cold win- 
ter, while windrowed cane may keep well, 
in some way it will dry out faster than when 
you have moderately damp weather, 

Mr. Dymond: Don't you think there is a 
deterioration with that drying? 

Mr. McCall: Undoubtedly; windrowed 
cane always deteriorates. 

The Chair: Mr. Dymond mentioned that 
in his paper. You spoke about the difference 
in the density of the juice. 

Mr. Dymond : That was a special phenom- 
enon that occurred. Professor Stubbs will 
discuss that later on. That was the effect 
of the freeze, but it is claimed by some that 
if you windrow cane it will keep all right. 

Mr. McCall: No, sir; it does not. At the 
same time, as far as our section is concerned, 
I am satisfied that if we had pursued the 
course followed generally in your section, 
after having the bud-killing frost on the 16th 



of November, our losses would have been 
enormous. I don't think we could have pur- 
sued the same plan you did. I think our 
plan was a safe one for our section. You 
didn't have a bud-kilUng frost on the 16th of 
November, and therefore you were right not 
to windrow. But in our section we were 
right in doing It, and I would do it over 
again under the same circumstances. How- 
ever, I agree with the statement that the 
cane always deteriorates more or less; 
though in some years, for some reason, it 
doesn't deteriorate. Of course, the riper and 
the straighter, and the heavier it is, the bet- 
ter. Then, if you would cut down three or 
four rows together, instead of two, I think 
it would be a good plan, except that it is 
slow and might be impracticable. It is a 
fact, however, that thin cane in windrows 
does not keep well; and crooked cane doesn't 
and green cane doesn't. The riper it is, the 
better it keeps. 

The Chair: Mr. Dymond called windrow- 
ing salvage. You would describe It, in this 
instance, as uncertain salvage. 

Mr. McCall: In our section of country I 
think we did the right thing, because I know 
of one or two parties who didn't windrow, for 
want of labor; and their losses were tre- 
mendous. They went to work heroically, 
and windrowed after the freeze. I know one 
man that worked night and day, with an ex- 
tra gang at night, after the big freeze; and 
he lost his time and money, and went all to 
pieces. But we made a fair article of sugar 
after we cut it suflaciently. Of course, the 
conditions on the lower coast were different; 
and I think they did the right thing, from 
their standpoint. 

Mr. Dymond: We had the same tempera- 
ture, 19 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Mr. McCall: We went down as low as 14; 
14, 16 ana 16 F. Howevfer, I don't think one 
or two degrees makes any difference. We 
didn't grind a stalk for several days. Yes, 
we did. We started about the 19th; one 
night it tnawed out for a few hours, and we 
started the mill; but it froze again, and we 
had to shut down. Then, after we had been 
grinding for a week, wfe had a snowstorm. 
That shut us down for four days more; we 
were twelve days shut down absolutely. 

The Chair: Had the cane showed any 
sign of deterioration before the snowstorm? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. The snowstorm 
didn't seem to do any particular damage. 
Strange to say, we didn't see any further 
deterioration as we Went along. We did as 
well on the 10th of January as on the 1st; 
only, we cut a little lower all the time. 

»The Chair: Then the deterioration was 
very gradual? j 

Mr. McCall: Yesjsir; but the deteriora- 
tion in any standini cane, during the four 
or five days after the freeze, when we had 
that hot weather, was very great. 

Mr. Nicholls: Mr. Weems' paper brings 
out the fact that there was a better yield 
at the last. 

Mr. Weems: . Because we cut lower. We 
were going down all the time; but if you 
will notice, one day before the last (I have 
a little short line there) it went back pretty 
far. 

Mr. Soniat: Mg. Weems made a state- 
ment about windrowing several rows to- 
gether. I suppose all of us who were plant- 
ing in 1880-81, remember that terrible win- 
ter when it rained for six months at least 
During the whole of that time, we could 
scarcely do any hauling, and the cane had 
to be windrowed. Then a very cold spell 
came on, and snow. Most of us had wind- 
rowed cane, and thought we had windrowed 
it properly; but the cane was crooked. We 
ground until February in my neighborhood, 
and none of us could granulate after Feb. 
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1. One of our neighbors, Mr. Tuttle, gran- 
ulated the very last, and the reason was 
that he had all his cane windrowed four 
rowB together; and he made good sugar to 
the last 

Mr. Nicholls: I had some experience In 
1898. We had 'heavy cane and put three 
rows in one, as much to help us in loading 
as for any other reason. The cane was 
above the tops of the rows, and especially 
in crossing the cross drains, it was in very 
high heaps, and there it was worse frozen 
than anywhere else. We had to throw it 
away. 

Dr. Stubbs: That's a case of going too 
far? 

Mr. Weems: Yes, sir; it was more ex- 
posed to the freezing weather and then the 
' heat. 

Mr. McCall: Don't you agree that if yx)ur 

water furrows are deep and wide, and you 

I had three rows which only came up to the 

surface of the land, it would be better than 

having it very thin down at the bottom? 

Mr. Weems: Yes, sir. 

Mr. McCall: Of course, I agree with you 
that you might put it up too high. ' 

The Chair: We have with us Col. L. S. 
Clark, who might favor us with his views on 
the lessons of the freeze. 

Col. Clark: I am away back behind here. 

The Chair: Well, we want to bring you 
up to a front seat. 

Col. Clark: I would like to ask some of 
these gentlemen whether, In their opinion, 
if there had been a sufficient labor supply, 
the loss would not have been reduced about 
two-thirds? 

A Member: That's right. 

Col. Clark: If that is the case, then the 
true solution of the question is to try some 
means of securing more labor. That is all I 
can think of In the way of getting rid of 

the risk. I don't believe we would have lost 

any cane at all, If we had had sufficient labor. 

I have nothing to say, though, that would 

be interesting. 

Mr. Nicholls: We got through grinding 
be/ore the freeze, and therefore had no les 
SODS to learn. 
' Mr. Dymond: You don't know anything 
about the sorrows of the others? 

Mr. Nicholls: Oh, I've heard all about 
them. 

The Chair: The different points brought 
out in the papers this evening represent 
views from different sections of the sugar 
district—the extreme northern part, the ex- 
treme southern part, and also the middle 
part I think, as a conclusion to the discus- 
sion this evening,' the association would be 
I glad to hear from Dr. Stubbs what he has 
j to say on the subject of the freeze of 1901, 
I and whether, in his opinion, it is an event 
! that is likely to occur at any time In this 
latitude, or whether there was anything 
about it or its results that was abnormal. 

Mr. McCall: Allow me one second. Mr. 
Weems, I think, misunderstood me, and per- 
haps some others did. He wants to know 
I whether I mean to say that the deterioration 
' in the windrowed cane was due as much to 
its being windrowed as to its being frozen. 
I don't mean to convey that idea. I mean 
to say, simply, that the windrowed cane had 
already deteriorated before the freeze came. 
We hadn't ground any of it ourselves, but 
some of our neighbors had, just before the 
freeze. 
I The Chair: It deteriorated from the fact 
I of its being windrowed? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir; it had already seri- 
ously deteriorated. 

Mr. Dymond: In about one month, it had 
<ieteriorated? 
Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. Of course, after 



the freeze there was additional deteriora- 
tion. The top cane was frozen through and 
through. When we got to the middle and 
the bottom, some canes were nice and sound; 
but in the whole lot there was a considera- 
ble quantity deteriorated by the freeze. 

Mr. Weems: We were told by our mana 
gers, when the plant cane was ripe, that wa 
were doing much better; but as soon as our 
statement came in from the plant cane, we 
found that the yield had gone down consid- 
erable, before any freeze. 

Mr. McCall: That's true. 

The Chair: Had there been no freeze on 
the 15th of December, do you consider that 
that cane, windrowed after the November 
freeze, would' have shown deterioration? 

Mr. Weems: Some, but to no great ex- 
tent. 

The Chair. In other words, when you 
windrow, do you do so with the idea that 
the cane will keep for thirty days, or forty 
days, or six weeks? It used to be thought 
that it would make cane keep six weeks. 

Mr. Weems: With damp weather, not too 
dry, I think it will; not too dry, as we had 
this year. 

Mr. McCall: The fact that the cane was 
mostly plant cane, and It being generally 
gre^n, it didn't keep as well as if it had 
been ripe or stubble. That, of course, was 
one reason for its deterioration. 

Mr. Dymond : There was one rather novel 
feature brought out by Mr. McCali, when you 
analyze what he said, and consider the 
dates? and that is, that cane wndrowed In 
November (say from the 15th to the 20th) 
should within thirty days be so deteriorated 
that its Industrial value was diminished, and 
ftret the weather during all that time, I think, 
was comparatively cool. It wasn't a warm 
November. 

Mr. McCall: It was a very cool, dry No- 
vember. 

Mr. Dymond: It was always thought that 
moisture and heat Injured windrowed cane. 
Now, here is a cool and dry November, and 
if all that be true, it would lead to the in- 
ference that windrowing is a calamity. 

Mr. McCail : If the cane hadn't been wind- 
rowed, and we hadn't the freeze, and that 
cane had ripened, it would have given a 
bigger yield than before. 

Mr. Dymond: The cane would have been 
better, standing? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, provided we hadn't the 
freeze. 

Mr. Dymond: Those parties that harvest- 
ed part of their windrowed cane before the 
freeze, got results less good than if tha cane 
had been standing? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dymond: That is a peculiar proposi- 
tion, and yet it seems plausible. 

The Chair: That is, the proposition of 
Mr. McCall? 

Mr. McCall: Yes, sir. 

Mr. L. A. Becnel: In connection with the 
loss resulting from the freeze, as much as 
I have seen physically, the material seemed 
to work after it got into the house, seemed 
to work fairly well, but the loss seemed to 
result mainly from the inability of the stuff 
to make syrup. There was a great deal of 
dryness. We wouldn't make, from a given 
number of tons, the same amount of syrup 
as normally, though the stuff would swing 
well in the centrifugals, and would handle 
fairly well in comparison with the test But 
the shortness of the yield was due to the 
lack of syrup. f 

Mr. McCall: Seemed to be dried out, in 
other words. 

Mr. Dymond: The cane could hardly dry 
out. There was a concentration of juices. 

Mr. Becnel: No; it might come from the 



point you brought out: that the juices ap- 
peared to show less density. A certain 
amount of drying in the normal cane, to 
start with, was intensified by the chemical 
action taking place in the frozen cane. 

Mr. Dymond: Some process of fermenta- 
tion? 

Mr. Becnel: Yes, sir; and resulting in 
less sugar. 

The Chair: Col. Zenor has just appeared 
and we would like to have his views as to 
whether windrowed cane is subject to deteri 
oration under any and all conditions. 

Mr. Dymond: And the lessons of the Jan- 
uary freeze? 

The Chair: And the lessons of the freeze. 

Col. Zenor: I had no i>ersonal experience 
with the freeze. My son had charge and I 
was not on the plantation at the time. How- 
ever, I had some experience prior to that. It 
has been that cane windrowed prior to a 
freeze is always better than that which Is 
left standing. My experience haa been that 
there is very little benefit to be derived from 
windrowing cane after a freeze; but it is 
always better to do so. 

Now, there is a gentleman in our section. 
Dr. Sanders, who windrowed a large amount 
of cane; I don't know the exact date, but it 
was before the freeze; some four or five hun- 
dred acres. He didn't finish grinding that 
cane until quite late in January, and he made 
excellent sugar, though there was some dete- 
rioration in it, of course. As soon as the 
cane is cut, It begins to deteriorate, under 
any and all conditions, and from what ex- 
perience I have had, I make this assertion: 
th$it it is of very little benefit to windrow 
cane after it is frozen, but we stand a far 
better chance of deriving benefit by wind- 
rowing cane before the freeze than to let it 
stand in the field so late in the season as 
the freeze occurred this year, Dec. 15.' It 
seems to me to be the part of prudence. In 
any planter who has a considerable percent- 
age of his crop standing at that time, to 
windrow it. 

The Chair: Where a bud-killing freeze 
takes place in the middle of November, you 
wouldn't advocate windrowing previous to 
that time? 

Col. Zenor: Not previous to the freeze 
that killed the bud. I believe It is conceded 
that cane doesn't benefit any after the bud 
is killed. That's my impression, anyhow; 
but with that freeze that killed the bud, it 
would certainly be the part of prudence to 
windrow, knowing from experience that 
windrowing is better than letting your cane 
stand and taking the chance of having it 
killed, when you have a considerable percent- 
age in the field. Now, one objection to wind- 
rowing is that it is expensive, il heard Dr. 
Sanders remark (he is one of our oldest and 
most experienced planters, and, I think, one 
of the best) that tjie cost was not as much 
as people would first think, from the fact 
that when uie cane was put in windrow, the 
hands would cut a great deal more for the 
mill than if it was standing; which would 
go a good ways toward paying the expenses 
of the windrowing. 

Mr. McCall: You cut one-third more ctfne, 
generally. 

Mr. Zenor: That reduces this expense 
which is held forth as a serious objection. It 
stands us in hand to use all the economy 
possible; but it certainly would httve been 
true economy to have windrowed before that 
freeze. 

DR. STUBBS' REMARKS. 
Mr. President: I am delighted to hear 
from the testimony of the various speakers 
here to-night a full corroboration of the re- 
sults of a series of experiments in windrow- 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPACTUREIL 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. g. 



Ing cane extending from 1888 to 1895, ob- 
tained by the Sugar Experiment Station and 
published as Bulletin No. 37. 

In that Bulletin it was stated that the 
"subject of prime importance to every grow- 
er and manufacturer of sugar cane in Louis- 
iana, is how to preserve the cane from the 
deleterious effects of freezes, so as to pro- 
long our grinding season much beyond the 
regulation period of sixty to ninety days. 

'*In order to accomplish the task of working 
up a large crop, without endangering a part 
of it by late freezes, it is customary to be- 
gin work in the sugar house early in Octo- 
ber, when the cane is quite green. The 
losses therefore in working Immature canes 
become in* some seasons ,very heavy. This 
loss is voluntarily incurred to avoid the risk 
of loss from freezes later in the season." 

An estimate of such losses is shown in 
Class I, Division I, and will be given later. 

"Sometimes, in spite of efforts to avoid 
them, freezes overtake us before the crop Is 
harvested; it is then a mooted question 
whether windrowing should be resorted to, 
in order to best preserve .the standing cane. 
If windrowing is practiced, shall it be done 
before or immediately after the freeze, is 
also an unsolved problem. Could some 
economic method be discovered by which our 
canes could be protected against freezes and 
thus continue our sugar campaign through 
January and February, it would be of In- 
calculable benefit to our sugar interests. On 
December 14th, 1888, the Sugar Experiment 
Station made the first experiments looking 
to a solution of this problem. It divided a 
field of cane into four parts: Part 1 was 
« left standing. Part 2 was put up In matelas. 
Part 3 was windrowed in the usual way for 
the mill. Part 4 was carefully ensilaged. 
Unfortunately for the experiments, but for- 
tunately for the planters, the anticipated 
freeze did not occur. On December 19th, the 
thermometer recorded 27 degrees P., but did 
no further damage than scorching the leaves 
and killing a few upper eyes of the cane. 
This standing cane was carefully watched, 
with weekly analyses of It, until January 
13th, when it was cut and worked in the su- 
gar house. Beyond a very slightly acid 
taste, no Injury was perceptible either in 
the results obtained in the laboratory or from 
the work in the sugar house. 

"The matelas cane (part 2) was diffused 
January 16th. It exhibited no sign of alter- 
ation of any kind and chemical analysis 
showed It to be in excellent condition, which 
was verified by the ease with which It was 
worked in the sugar house. 

"The windrow cane (part 3) was worked 
January 18th, with satisfactory results, 
showing little or no deterioration. 

"Part 4, ensilaged cane, however, was a 
great disappointment. It had been care- 
fully ensilaged and on qpening the silos the 
cane was white, and to the eye perfectly 
sound, but the nose revealed the odor of the 
escaping vinegar, and the tongue the ais- 
tinctly acid taste and absence of sugar. The 
sugar in the canes, of which there were 
about 13 per cent at time of harvest, had by 
fermentation been converted into alcohol and 
acetic acid, the most of which had evapor- 
ated. 

"The above experiments proved one fact 
conclusively, t. e., that sugar cane cannot 
be ensilaged for the preservation of Its su- 
gar content." 

Another series of experiments were begun 
In 1892 and extended over three years with 
very decided results. All effort to preserve 
cane in a silo was abandoned and the usual 
"windrowing for seed" was substituted for 
the matelas, the latter being too expensive 
for mill work. 

Several plats were selected for these ex- 



periments. Each plat was divided Into sub- 
plats of three rows each. Every three rows 
were, therefore, selected as a basis for the ^ 
trials in preserving the cane and the aggre- 
gate ot all gave us the results. 

The right-hand row of each three was 
cut and carefully weighed, analyzed and 
worked up in the sugar house. Simultane- 
ously the left-hand row was windrowed 
for the mill, t. e., the cane was cut down 
with its adhering fodder and placed in the 
middle ot the row and so adjusted that the 
tops covered the butts so completely that 
when the work was 'finished only the leaves 
of the cane could be seen. Caution was 
taken to see that the butts of the cane 
touched the ground. 

"In this condition the cane remained, until 
it was needed, when it was taken up, 
stripped of its foliage, topped and sent to 
the sugar house where it received the same 
treatment given the early cut. 

"The midaie rows of each experiment were 
left standing and not cut down until the 
windrowed cane was ready to be worked, 
when they were both treatea alike. 

"For brevity the right-hand row of each 
experiment which was cut and worked at 
once in the sugar house, is called through- 
out this report 'Early.' The left-hand row- 
simply 'Windrow,' while the middle row, 
which was left standing and was the last 
cut, is called 'Late.* 

"The 'Early' and 'Windrow' were cut to- 
gether, while the 'Late' and 'Windrow' were 
worked simultaneously. 

"If the three rows of each experiment were 
Identical in quality and quantity, the results 
given below would be conclusive. It has 
been found otherwise by experience, though 
the variations are much less than from 
rows of different experiments. It is believed 
by aggregating a large number of experi- 
ments, that these slight variations are as 
completely eliminated as human effort can 
make them. 

"Our experiments extending over three 
years, and including 222 field experiments, 
were divided into two classes: 

"1st. Windrowing for the mill. 

"2nd. Windrowing for the, seed. 

"Ih the latter case, the cane was treated 
as in the former, and immediately after 
windrowing four-horse plows were used to 
turn heavy furrows of soil over it. Hoes 
usually completed the covering. In this way 
cane is preserved for seed In Louisiana, and 
It is always windrowed before a frost shall 
have injured the buds. 

'ICLASS I. WINDROWING FOR THE MILL. 

"Windrowing was performed under all the 
conditions which the seasons of these years 
permitted, and may be arranged into the 
following divisions: 

'^DIVISIONS. 

"1st. Canes windrowed before a freeze 
and harvested before a freeze. 

"2nd. Canes windrowed before a freeze 
and harvested soon after a freeze. 

"3rd. Canes windrowed Immediately be- 
fore a freeze and harvested after a freeze. 

"4th. Canes windrowed directly after a 
bud-killing freeze. 

"5th. Canes windrowed after a splitting 
freeze. 

"CLASS II. WINDROWING FOR THE MILL. 

"Only one division under this class, since 
all were windrowed before a freeze." 

In the laboratory total solids were de- 
termined by evaporation and not by Brix 
and co-efficients of purity determined there- 
from. It may here be stated that the total 
solids were found to vary from 96 to 98 per 
cent of the Brix, according to the composi- 
tion of the cane juices. Sugar was in every 
instance determined by double polarization, 
to eliminate any error that might arise 



from the destruction of the sweetness bv 
the cold or by fermentation. 

CLASS I. DIVISION I. 

Canes windrowed before the freeze and 
harvested before a freeze. Two plats ag- 
gregating 37 (three rows) experiments ex- 
tending over three years were used to test 
the losses from windrowing alone, without 
injury from cold. The results clearly show a 
loss under the most favorable conditions, 
but they emphasized the iniuence of weather 
conditions prevailing fit the time of and 
during the period of windrowing. Cane 
placed on a damp soil and receiving a good 
rain soon after windrowing so as to press 
the leaves closely together to exclude the 
air, and with uniformly cold weather while 
in windrow, was preserved with the least 
loss. But while tie winarowed cane wa? 
preserved best, the cane left standing grew 
the least. The following will illustrate this: 
Cane was windrowed Nov. 7. Simultane- 
ously the "Early" was harvested, weighed 
and analyzed and worked in sugar house. 
The day before windrowing 2.35 inches of 
rain felL giving a very damp soil for the 
windroweit cane. During windrow 2.67 inches 
of rain fell. On the day of windrowing oc- 
curred the maximum temperature, 78° F. 
The minimum 38** F. occurred on the 10th 
6f November. The average temperature was 
59° F. Cane was in windrow 33 days. The 
windrowed cane lost 4.39 tons and the "Late" 
cane left standing and worked up without a 
freeze with windrowed cane on Dec. 9th 
ground 1.65 tons over the "Early" cut on 
Nov. 7th. The average of "Early" cut was 
27.38 tons per acre. Inerefore 6.04 tons 
per acre were sacrificed as a premium paid 
for insurance against a destructive free«. 
Such as occurred on Dec. 14th, 1901. But 
this was not all. There was also a loss ot 
sugar due to chemical changes in the cane. 
The "Early" had 5,127 lbs. The '^ate" 6.- 
744 lbs, while "Windrowed" had only 3.66B 
lbs. per acre. The glucose in the "Earlj" 
wafi 954 lbs., in the "Late" 618 lbs., and in 
the "Windrowed" 1,215 lbs. per acre. The 
water and the total solids had both dimin- 
ished in the "Windrowed" cane, showing the 
physical loss by evaporation and a chemical 
loss by fermentation. 

The solids not sugar were greatest also 
in "Windrowed" and least in the "Late." If 
the melassigenic Influences of the increased 
quantities of glucose and solids not sugar 
be considered, the real losses from wind- 
rowing are much greater than the above fig- 
ures would Indicate. The above are actual 
results, but do not yet fully express the loss, 
since the canes as worked in the sugar 
house had different compositions. To com- 
pare accurately, they should all be reduced 
to some water content If this be done, the 
"Windrowed" shows up still more unfavor 
ably and the "Late" appears at its real value. 
The "Late" will thus show an Increased yield 
over "Early" of 4.81 tons, with 1.24 per cent 
more sugar and .88 per cent less glucose. 
The seller will only realize 1.65 tons increase 
per acre, but the buyer will receive a gain 
equal to about 5 tons over the "Early," a 
fact demonstrated by every sugar house in 
working cane in December over those work- 
ed early in November. The "Windrowed" 
loses over three tons per *acre and 27 per 
cent of sugar in juice with heavy increases 
in glucose and solids not sugar. 

Other experiments where the "Windrowed" 
cane was put down on dry ground and had 
dry weather prevailing during windrow and 
in the windrow 38 days, the losses were 
heavier and the "Windrowed" cane gave 
trouble in graining and purifying. 

The above are emphasized here for two 
reasons. 1st. To show losses incurred by 
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cutting cane too early and, 2nd, the evil 
effects of wind-rowing. 

IN CLASS I. DIVISION II. 

Canes windrowed before a freeze and har- 
vested soon after a freeze. The results show 
clearly that the losses by winflrowing were 
controlled, 1st, by maturity of cane; 2nd, 
conditions at time of windrowing, and 3rd, 
time in windrow and weather conditions 
during that tirae. The "Late" varies, when 
compared to the "Early," just in proportion, 
1st, time and conditions of season after 
harvesting the* "EJarly," and 2nd, time and 
weather conditions after the freeze before 
harvesting. 

CLASS 1. DIVISIONS III AND IV. 

Canes windrowed just before a bud killing 
freeze and canes windrowed immediately af- 
ter this freeze. Results show that the differ- 
ence between windrowing immediately before 
a freeze and windrowing immediately after 
a freeze is slightly on the side of the former. 
It is also a protection against a splitting 
treeze, which subsequent windrowing fails to 
protect. It was found also that topping the 
(ane immediately after the freeze was bene- 
ficial. Fermentation starts at the killed bud 
and gradually proceed's down the cane. By 
removing the top this fermentation is as- 
sisted. Topping the cane may sometimes 
prove a substitute for windrowing. 

CLASS I. DIVISION V. 

Canes windrowed after a splitting freeze 
is time thrown, away. This was clearly 
demonstrated by 40 experiments in Decem- 
ber, 1894, results of which are given in this 
bulletin, and I read you, Mr. President, what 
1 said at that time: 

''The results of these experiments Indicate 
that canes after being split by a severe freeze 
should be worked up with rapid dispatch, 
any delay is fatal to profitable results in the 
sugar house. Even a few days after the 
freeze the canes began to deteriorate rapidly 
and the time given by us to 'standing' and 

windrow' canes after the freeze was fatal 
to good work in the sugar house. Here, too, 
however, from chemical analyses the 'wind- 
row* seems to have suffered less than the 
standing.' While both suffered to such an 
extent as to baffle scientific skill in work- 
ing either." 

I will not stop to discuss Class II, windrow- 
ing forfieed. This is hardly under discussion 
to-night. I will proceed at once to give you 
the conclusions from above: 

'*CX)NCLUSI0NS. 

"It is a law of nature that as soon as a 
plant or animal is removed from the in- 
fluence of vitality, that decomposition sets 
in, brought about by agents prepared by na- 
ture and resident in the plant or animal. 
This decomposition is slow or rapid just in 
proportion, to the conditions which environ 
the body. At a high temperature and with 
an abundance of moisture and a free access 
of air, it becomes rapid and certain. At a 
low temperature or in the absence of mois- 
ture or air, the decomposing action is re- 
tarded, or even for awhile suspended. Fer- 
ments of varying characteristics are found 
present almost everywhere and thrive and 
multiply just in proportion to the existence 
or such conditions as are most favorable for 
their propagation." 

"Cane is no exception to this rule. When 
^■ut down from its roots and removed from 
^ital forces, it begins at once to decompose 
and resolve its complex compounds into 
simpler ones. ITils decomposition will bo 
rapid or slow just in accordance with its 
surrounding conditions. If a low tempera- 
ture be maintained or air be excluded, or 
^th, this decomposition will be checked, 
^d the cane will remain for some time 
^ a comparatively good condition. If a 
high temperature, with an abundance of 



moist air. prevail, it will rapidly become unfit 
for the sugar house. With these facts be- 
fore us, it is evident that no improvement 
can come to the cane by windrowing. There- 
fore to cut cane and put it in windrow with 
any other purpose than to protect it against 
an expected evil, whose approach would in- 
jure it more than windrowing, is wholly un- 
scientific, and must bring destruction of 
sugar and loss of values. Windrowing, an 
acknowledged evil in itself, should never 
be resorted to, save upon the principle *of 
the two evils choose the least.' When threat- 
ened with impending freeze, or having been 
visited by one, which has destroyed the vital- 
ity of the stalk, then windrowing may be 
of immense value; not in improving the 
cane, but of delaying the decomposition of 
its sugars until the sugar house can use 
it. It is certain that prostrated canes lying 
in contact with the moist earth, and covered 
well with its own leaves are better protected 
against severe freezes than standing canes. 
They are also in a condition to resist de- 
composition after a freeze better than those 
standing. It may be that clear, cold weather, 
prevailing after a freeze, may also retard 
decomposition in standing cane for several 
weeks, and thus enable the planter to suc- 
cessfully harvest them without much loss. 
But should warm, sultry weather prevail, 
the standing cane would ferment rapidly. 
The windrowed cane would, under such 
weather conditions, also ferment, but its 
closely appressed leaves preventing a free 
access of air and partially protecting against 
the sun and its contact with the moist earth, 
must furnish some protection against rapid 
fermentation. Hence unde^* favorable con- 
ditions, both standing and windrowed canes 
might be worked without much difference in 
results, but should unfavorable weather 
exist, the windrow would certainly proffer 
greater obstacles to rapid decomposition. 
These are the conclusions deducible from . 
known laws of nature. 

"Let us see how far they are confirmed by 
actual experiments. 

"IN CLASS I, DIVISION I, 

it was found that the canes which were 
windrowed and harvested before a freeze lost 
heavily "compared with those cut and work- 
ed at the same time they were windrowed. 
It was found also that those left standing 
and worked up with the windrowed canes 
nad gained both in quantity and quality." 
Here, then, comes, a double loss — one from 
early harvesting and one from windrowing. 
It is quite certJkin with these facts before us, 
no one living in a frostless climate would 
ever tnink of windrowing. 

"IN CLASS I, mVISION U. 

"Cane windrowed before and harvested 
after a freeze. ' 

"Here the results are largely influenced 
by the time tne cane was in the windrow 
before the freeze, and the time between the 
freeze and the harvest of the standing cane. 

"The standing cane evidently did not suffer 
before the freeze, while the windrowed did. 
The standing cane may disintegrate rapidly 
after the freeze, while the windrow may 
proceed with an even pace. It is, therefore, 
directly a determination of the greatest 
quantity, anu since the weather as well as 
the time of approaching frosi, are both un- 
known factors, it is manifestly impossible 
to decide beforehand. 

"Hence, windrowing, performed without 
forecasts of an approaching freeze, carries 
with it certain inevitable losses, which are 
made as costly premiums upon an insurance 
against freezes. 

"The average of ten seasons of which care- 
ful records have been kept, would hardly 
justify such action earlier than the middle 
or last of December. 



"CLASS I. DIVISION lU. 

"Shall cane be windrowed immediately be- 
fore or after a freeze? This question has 
been fully discussed under the experiments. 
It was there shown that there were slight 
advantages in favor of windrowing imme- 
diately before a freeze. Along with these 
should be added the freedom from risks of 
a splitting freeze which is elsewhere shown 
to be an evil for which there is no knqwn 
mitigation. Our weather bureau frequently 
predicts an approaching cold wave several 
days in advance of its coming, and cold wave 
flags are exhibited in many places in this 
state. Could their predictions reach every 
planter in the state, doubtless many of them 
would avail themselves of the information 
given, and windrow much of their cane be- 
fore the freeze appeared. 

"class I. DIVISION IV. 

"Windrowing after a bud killing freeze is 
perhaps always advisable. There are sea- 
sons like 1892 when the standing cane keeps 
for a time as well as the windrowed, but 
they are at long Intervals and very uncer- 
tain. As a rule, the windrowed cane will be 
better preserved. 

"Topping frequently prevents rapid decom- 
position ^nd after a bud killing frost, should 
be practiced, provided windrowing is deem- 
ed inexpedient. 

"class I. DIVISION V. 

"After a splitting freeze, every effort 
should be made to work up standing cane as 
rapidly as possible. Time lost by windrow- 
ing is perhaps not compensated by the small 
gains of the windrow over the standing cane. 

"All canes not worked up in a short while 
after such a freeze must be abandoned or 
attended with loss and delay in manufacture. 
Windrowing is always advisable before such 
a freeze and should be practiced at any cost, 
when the weather bureau announces its com- 
ing." 

Mr. President, a few more suggestions 
and I am through. Cane placed in windrow 
either before or after a bud killing freeze en- 
dangers a gradual decomposition. The acet- 
ous (vinegar) fermentation sets in and dis- 
sipates a part of the sugar present. It also 
brings into solution a part of the fiber of 
can^ by converting into soluble pentosans 
and perhaps other organic substances. The 
exact changes are not yet clearly understood. 
Our laboratories are now engaged in study- 
ing these changes and we hope to be able to 
report progress in a short while. One fact is 
well known. The direct readings of the 
polarl scope become, after the cane has been 
long in windrow, very unreliable. Levulose 
which reads strongly to the left, is wholly 
or partially fermented and, therefore, per- 
mits its associate, dextrose, which is strong- 
ly dextro rotary, to read as sucrose. Again 
other substances are formed which also in- 
fluence the ray of polarized -ght. Therefore 
in buying cane, which has been long in wind- 
row upon its sucrose content, as revealed by 
single polariscopic readings, is extremely 
hazardous to the purchaser, as has been 
shown repeatedly during the past season. 

Double polarization or polarization with 
special arrangements to annul the influence 
of Levulose must be resorted to in order 
tO' arrive at correct sucrose content. Again,, 
when cane nas long been in windrow, its 
juices contain excessive quantities of acetic 
acid (vinegar). Both the chemist and the 
sugar maker aim to neutralize this with 
lime. Acetate of lime thus formed is soluble 
and goes into solution of the juices and pro- 
longs the boiling, both of the syrups and the 
masse cuites and flnally restrains from 
crystallization a goodly quantity of sugar. 

In some instances during the past season 
(Continned on Page 186.) 
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8UCAR. 

Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Choice 

Strict Prime ..... 

Prime 

Fully Pair 

Good Fair 

Pair 

Gk>od Common... 

Common 

Inferior 



Feb. 15. 



Feb. 17. 



Feb. 18. 



Feb. 19. 



Feb. 20. 



Feb. 21. 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



3 @3K 

- (g — 



Centrifugal. 

Plant'n Granured 
Oft Granulated.. 
Choice White.... 

Oflt White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow.... 
Prime Yellow .. 

Off Yellow 

Seconds 

Fancy Y C 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Gk>odFair 

Fair 

Good Common . . . 

Common 

Inferior 

Centrlfug&h 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Pair 

Good Common... 

Common 

Inferior 

SYRUP. 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- <i^ - 

- @ - 

3H(53|i 
3H@3H 

- @ - 



11 @ 20 

26 (s 28 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

17 @ 18 

15 @ 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 
~@. 11 

- @ 11 

16 @ 18 

- @ 15 
13 @ 14 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 
8 
7 



- @ 



- @ - 

- (S - 



- @ - 

3k(a3fi 
2>i(»3X 

- @ - 



11 @ 20 
26 @ 28 
22 @ 24 
19 ® 20 
17 @ 18 
15 @ 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 11 



16 @ 18 

- @ 15 
13 @ 14 

— @ 12 
~ @ 11 



® 



Nominal. 



10 
9 

8 
7 



Nominal. 



Nbw York: 

SUGAR. 

Fair Refining, 89* 
Centrifugals, 96^". 

Granulated 

Standard A 

Dutch Granulated 
German GranuPtd 

MOLASSES. 

N. O. Choice 

N. O. Fair 

LONDON: 

Java, No. 15 D. S. 
A. & G. Beet. 



- @3>i 

- @3% 

- @4 51 

- @4 31 

- @ - 

- @4 41 



- @ - 

- C^ - 



8s. 



6 d. 
8>^d. 



— @SH 

— @4 51 

— @4 31 

— @ - 

— @4 42 



- @ - 

- @ - 

8s. 6 d. 
8s. 6)^d. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @4 95 

— (84 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 

— @ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 

— @ - 



3 m^ 



— (S - 

- @ - 

— c« — 

- @ - 
3H^3n 

3ii(§8|f 



11 @ 20 

26 @ 28 

22 @ 24 

19 @ 20 

17 @ 18 

15 ® 16 

- @ 14 

- @ 13 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- (« 11 



16 @ 18 

- @ 15 
13 @ 14 

- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- (^ 10 
9 
8 
7 



3 @3M 

- @ - 



- @ - 

- ^ - 

- @ ~ 

- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 
3f»(s3« 
3fS(&3j| 

2>^(a)3>8 



- @ 

- @ 

- @ 

- @ - 
Nominal. 



a 

o 



16 @ 18 

- @ 15 
13 @ 14 
-@ 12 
-@ 11 

- @ to 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 

- @ 7 

- @ - 
Nominal. 



3 ^S^ 
— @ — 
2%^23i 
2h(B29i 
2«@2?i 
2>^@2^ 

2h<s2H 
2H@2}i 
2h(^2H 



- @ - 

- ^ - 

- @ -- 

- @ - 

- @ - 
3}S(s3f 



2>^C«3k 
- @ - 



16 (^ 


18 


— @ 


15 


13 (^ 


14 


— @ 


12 


— @ 


11 


- ^ 


10 


-@ 


9 


- (^ 


8 


- ^ 


7 



-@ - 

Nominal. 



3 <g3>^ 
— «s — 



- @ - 



- @ - 

- @ - 
3}i(&3« 

3K@3U 
2>i(a3>^ 



13 


-3 


d 


a 




.^^ 


a ' 


a 


o 


o 


iz; 


z 



16 
13 



@ 18 

@ 15 

@ 14 

@ 12 

@ 11 

® 10 

@ 9 

@ 8 

@ 7 



- @ - 



4 (^4^ 

3K@4A 
3%@4i^, 

3U@3f| 

3«(S3it 

3>'8@3A 
3)i@3A 

- @ - 

- (§ - 



- @ - 

4>^@4A 

2^(S»4 
-@ - 



o 



- @ - 

— @ 15 

— @ 14 

— @ 13 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— @ 10 

— @ 9 

— @ 8 
None. 



Steady. 



Firm. 



Strong. 



Nominal. 



OTHER MAREaiTS. 



@3^8 

@4 56 
@4 36 
r^ ~ 
@4 42 



@ 



88. 

6s. 



6 d. 
93id. 



@3Jfe 
@4 56 
@4 36 
C^ - 
(^4 42 

@ - 



8s. 

68. 



- @3% 
-- @4 56 

- @4 36 

- @ - 

- @4 42 

- @ - 



6s. 



- @3>i 

- @3% 

— @4 56 

— @4 36 

- @ - 

— @4 42 






8s. 



6 d. 
9^d. 



(a^b 24 
@5 04 
@ ~ 
@4 97 



@ 



lis. 



9d. 
3d. 



Raw— Steady. 
Refined - Fair de- 
mand. 



Cane — Finn, bot 

quiet. . 

Beet — Firm, m 
rather dearer. 



NBW ORIiBANS RBFINBD. 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



— @4 95 
~ @4 95 
~ @4 55 

— @4 50 

-@ - 



— (§4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 55 

— (§4 50 



— @4 95 

— (34 95 

— @4 55 

— @4 50 



@5 65 
;g5 65 
@5 40 
(^5 35 
(a — 



Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Feb. 12. 

At four ports of Great Britain to Feb. 8 

At Havana and Mantazas to Feb. 11 



•Tons 85,2 



162,060 
178,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Feb. 31, 190 J. 
' Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barreli. Barrels 

Received - 20,264 2,792 

Sold - 20,764 2,792 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, ipoi* 
to Feb. 31, 1903. 

Sugar • liplatfet 

Hhds. ® Barrels. ^Barrels. 

Received 2447 1,599,286 266,030 

Sold 2447 1,533,771 256,080 

Received same time last year 4786 1,261,869 154,619 
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RICE. 

^UOH, perbbl... 
Clean, per lb 

Head 

Straights — 

Screenings... 

No. 2 

Bran, per ton . . . . 
PousH, per ton... 

Receipts 



Feb. 16. 



2 03@4 10 
5 @hii 

17 50^18 00 
22 50(^28 00 



Feb. 17. 



2 G0@4 10 
5 (^53i 

1*(@1% 
t7 50(^18 00 
22 50ta23 00 



Feb. 18. 



2 00@4 10 
5 (a5J^ 

13^@1% 
17 50(^18 00 
22 50(&23 00 



Feb. 19. 



2 00@4 10 
5 (5)55^ 

17 M)(§18 00 
2250^23 00 



Feb. ao. 



2 00@ 4 10 
5 ;a5^ 

17 M)(«18 00 
22 50.a23 00 



Feb. 21. 



2 00@ 4 10 
5 ^bH 

17 50(tf 18 00 
22 5)(&23 00 



Same Day Laat 
\ear 



2 00@d 65 

Nominal 

2H^SH 

Nominal 

13 00(S 14 00 

t9 00@ 20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Rough— Steady. 



Clean— Steady. 



Feb. 



Received . 
Sold 



and tales at New Orleana for tiie week ending 
ai. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban. 

16,337 4,058 

3,403 17,327 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. i, 1901 to Feb. ai, 190a. 
compared with last year, sane tine. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. CleaW 

This Year 991,541 205,480 

Last Year 787330, 115,801 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was firm at the end of 
the week with comparatively large receipts. 
There was a goo^ demand, however, which 
promptly aosorbed all offerings at full mar- 
ket prices. 

Molasses. 

Open' kettle molasses was nominal at the 
end of the week and centrifugals strong. 
Syrup was nominal. 

Rice. 

Business in rough rice showed some im- 
provement at the end of the week and all 
offerings, especially the better grades of 
Honduras, were well taken up. Japan was 
quiet but steady. In clean rice there was 
quite an active business with a good de- 
mand for the better grades. 



The Freeze of December, 1901, and 
Its Lessons. 

(Continued from page 188.) 
it became impossible to cook to grain, while 
instances were common where ^0 to 30 hours 
were required to make a strike. Any soluble 
lime salts present in the juice raises the boil- 
ing point and prevents rapid evaporation. 
With as much as 5 per cent present, the 
syrups cannot be cooked to masse cuites at 
all. They will literally burn on the coils. 

Since acetic acid is not a very strong in- 
vertant of sugar, it would be best to add lime 
a little in excess of that required in ordinary 
clarification and suffer the slight inversion, 
rather taan to delay the cooking, restrain 
crystallization and obtain even at best a 
low grade sugar. 

The Chair: I need not state that a motion 
is unnecessary to let Professor Stubbs know 
that we are thankful to him for his valua- 
ble remarks. 

And now, if there is nothing further to be 
said on the subject, the business in order is 
the selection of a topic for our next meet- 
ing, unless a motion is made to leave the 
subject to the Chair. 

Dr. Stubbs moved that the selection of a 
topic for discussion at the March meeting 
be left to the Chair. 

The Chair: The Chair. will state that the 
subject which has given us such an interest- 
ing discussion this evening, was suggested 
by Mr. Weems; and the Chair is very thank- 
ful to him for coming to its assistance, and 
in suggesting such a fruitful and interesting 
subject 

Mr. McCall: If the Chair will allow, I 
would suggest — not that I insist upon it, but 
simply by way of suggestion — that the sub- 
ject be the feeding of our stock under exist- 
ing conditions of high prices for grain, and 
whether there is anything we can substitute 
for the feeding of our mules. I simply make 
that suggestion. 

The Chair: And it is a very excellent one. 



Now, so as to make a head for it, so that the 
Association can adopt it, and to save all fur- 
ther looking around for a topic, in what 
shape would you suggest it? '*The Economic 
Feeding of Stock?" 

Mr. McCall: You might put it this way: 
Whethet there is any kind of food that can 
be given to our stock in lieu of grain, and 
that is equally nourishing. 

Dr. Stubbs: In view of the high prices 
now prevailing for graip, what substitute 
can be used therefor. 

Mr. Dymond: Economic feeding of stock 
on plantations, under the present conditions 
of high prices. 

Now, as the opportunity may not occur 
again, I woul4 like to ask Dr. Stubbs as to 
whether the loss of moisture in sugar cane 
In windrow ought not to increase its appar- 
ent richness of juice. 

Dr. Stubbs: If there were no chemical 
changes going on simultaneously, it would. 
I will put it this way: you put down 25 
tons, and you take up 24, or 23, or 22, by 
evaporation mainly; and at the same time 
that juice has deteriorated by chemical 
changes. They' are two distinct proposi- 
tions. If you will read this bulletin, you 
will find it all there. I have put down the 
loss by evaporation, and the loss by chemi- 
cal changes. 

The Chair: The Chair understood you to 
say that the two would- be simultaneous, 
loss by tonnage and loss by chemical 
changes; 

Dr. Stubbs: Yes, sir. 

The Chair : Gentlemen, the subject suggest- 
ed by Mr. McCall for the March meeting is: 
"The Economic Feeding of Plantation Stock, 
Under the Present High Prices of Grain." It 
is moved that this subject be selected for our 
next meeting. Is there any objection to it, 
or any other suggestion as to a subject? The 
Chair hears none. It is therefore ordered 
and the Secretary will request some of the 
members to have the kindness to prepare 
papers. The Chair will inform the associa- 
tion that the next meeting is the annual 
meeting, and there is to be an election of 
officers of the association, and especially an 
election to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of our treasurer, Mr. W. B. Schmidt 
No action has yet been taken, but that va- 
cancy will have to be filled at the March 
meeting; so the Chair hopes that there will 
be a full attendance. 

Upon motion, the meeting thereupon ad- 
journed till the regular meeting in March. 



mand fell upon Carolina and Honduras sorts; 
some who have heretofore confined their pur- 
chases to Japan, turning away therefrom. 
These claim that there is little discrimina- 
tion shown in selections, and with everyone 
handling the same old thing at identical 
cost, the outcome is too much like experi- 
ences in refined sugar in the olden days,, 
wherein pleasure of service was the only re- \ 
ward. On the other hand, Carolina or Hon- 
duras seed with its infinite variety of grades, 
gives greater chance for play of skill on the 
part of salesmen, jmd increased opportunity 
for profit. 

Advices from the South along the Atlantic 
coast note restricted business except at 
points which have reduced theii* prices to a 
parity with those prevailing in the south- 
west In New Orleans and interior points 
there was a decided falling away in demaifid, 
and, as a result, easier conditions in the 
more abundant grades, i. e., low to good; 
but manifest firmness in those of better 
character in both Japan and Honduras sorts. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note slight quickening in demand for, and 
hardening values in Patna styles. Burmah 
continues to give promise of large exportable 
surplus, thus assurng liberal supplies for 
English and Continental markets. Merchants 
generally, are conservative; some claiming 
lessening consumption — others again, com- 
plaining because of the monetary outlook. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,184,860 sacks; last year, 895,600 
sacks. Sales, cleaned^ (est) 891,850 pockets; 
last year, 654,000 pockets. Market dull; 
lower grades abundant and easy; better 
sorts scarce, advanced and tending upward. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts; 33,000 
barrels. Sales, 31,085 barrels. Enquiry 
light: prices firm. 



Talmage on the Rice Market. 

The intense weather and heavy snowfall 
locally, and in the region round about which 
is naturally tributary to New York, paral- 
ized trade during the past two days, but a 
good start more than made up for the bad 
finish, the aggregate showing an advance 
over the previous week. The majority de- 



Sale of the Caffery Refinery. 

Elsewhere in this issue we publish the an- 
nouncement of the public sale of that im- 
mense sugar manufacturing establishment 
the Caffery Central Sugar Factory, together 
with the Stirling and Peebles plantations 
and the Franklin and Abbeville Railroad. 
This sale will be by order of the United 
States Circuit Court and will be conducted 
by the Hon. A. G. Brice, receiver, at the 
front door of the Customhouse Building in 
New Orleans on Saturday, March 29th, at 
12 o'clock. Very many of our readers located 
in the North and elsewhere are interested at 
the present time in Mexican Cuban sugar 
properties on which they contemplate erect- 
ing sugar manufacturing plants and this op- 
portunity is an exceptionally fine one to se- 
cure a thoroughly first-class su^r house 
equipment, of modem type and large ca- 
pacity. 
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WANTS. 



We will puMtoh In this column, frae of charge until 
furtber notice, the apittlcetlons of all nuuagert, over- 
«eers, engineers and tngar-makere, and othera who 
ofay be leeldng poaltlona In the country, and alio the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion macJilnest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of maoblnery and pnmps. John K. Gall, L>e Roy, 
N.Y. 2-18-02 



WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Can fili any position from busineos manager down. 
Best of referenced and bond it required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In I^ulslana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 2D, 
Donaldsonviile, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man. with 
good references. L. A. Thomas, 1109 Cadiz St., 
Kew Orleans, La. 

WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, having 5 
years experience in raw sugar industry, two y&WH 
in German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd in German technical schools and 
universities ; Christian, not married, desires a jio- 
sitlon in America. Could commence immediately. 
Address G5*. F.5&&I7, Berlin, 53 Bergmann St. 
57, Germany. 21 2-02 

WANTED — ^An American, 27, experienced in the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a flrst-class evaporator and centrifugal man. 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mechanic, care of 
this olHce. 

WANTED— A situation as s'.ore cleric In general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 13 years' experieece, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will accept 

osltlon either in city or country, or wi'l accept a 
position %3 night watohmah. J. J. Murphy, 146 Union 
street, East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with flrsr 
class references. Alfred Ganel, care of the Chief» 
iSonaldsonvllle, La, 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 

81y to E. Legendre, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
rleans. 



WANTED— A competent and experienced youna; man 
would nice a position as manager of rice plantation or 
as overseer on a sngar plantation. Address L. E. S. 
Jeanerette, La. 1-7-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienced young man 25 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubre, Lauderdale, La. 1-13-02 

WANTED— Poiitton by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop m Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Sugar Maker, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-13-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarlflcatlon, with flrst-class credentials .in 
Cuba or Mexico . Address L. , this office. ^ 1 « ^4 



BQllftlB , U 
1-11-02. 



WANTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnville, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W. S., care Louisiana Planter. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position a<« superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest technical school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a lairge factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced m manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C , care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and ^xparlence. Address J. K., 8607 qarondelet 
street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position. as watchman on sngar planta- 
tion or in city, bp young man of 22. Best references 
furnished. Address Watchman, Lauderdale, La. 
1-24-02 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
Joe Sarano, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WAN TED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugar making plant. Twelve years* experience. Best 
of references given. Address General Manager, 
38 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C 
W. Town. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take ofC 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptentjnan 
';o superintend the canning of svrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business in all Its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-18-02. 



WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with pai^ 
ties in need of "all round" men to talce charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and chemist and familiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other Is an exper- 
ienced sugar house m«inager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop In con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. ctfre this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Refiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of ' 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 314 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — ^A clerical position on suear plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico ; have had several 
years* experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsonviile, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position in Mexico. Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A single man of experience wishes' 
a position as manager or overseer for this year. 
References : T. BelUsseln, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lacey, 
Centervllle, La. 1-6-U2 

NVAINTED 

To buy a eix-roller Cane Mill suitable for 
plantation of 300 acres, also necessary 
machinery to complete plant. Address 

JIM^ ckre Louisiana Planter. 

FOR RENT. ^ 

East side of "Anna" Plantation, on Bayou Teche, 
five (5) miles above Franklin, can be rented fully 
equipped with every necessary to make a cane crop. 
Plenty of oane for the place. Sugar house in good 
order; will be rented with plaoe if desired; if not, 
will buy oane delivered at cane shed. 

Thos. J. Shaffer, Agent, Franklin, La. 

Walter A. Taylor, 

Consulting & Mechanical Engineer 

AND MACHINERY DEALER. 
P. O. Box 741, Station C. 

Phone: Res., 3098-11; Office, 835. 

Rugan & Cromwell^ 
Consultine: Engineers. 

)27 daondeiet Street, 

Telephone 2i7i-2i 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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CYPRESS WATER TANKS 

Best In the World. 5end For Cataloffoe. 

Write ns for delivered prices. 

NEW ORLEANS. LA. "• P- LBWI5 A CO. Ltd. 
316 Baronne St. 



SALE. 

BY A. CJ. BRICE, RECEIVER. 
CAFFERY CENTRAL SUIJAR FACTORY. 
BTERLlNG PLANTATION. 
PEEBLES PLANTATION. 
By order of United States Circuit Court In suit 
of A. H. Morris vs. Caflfery Central Bagar 
Refinery and Railroad Company, Limited. 
ON SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1902, at 12 o'clock, 
at front door of customhouse Building, In New 
Orleans, La. 

1. The CafferyCentral Sugar Factory, with all 
sugar bouse machinery, including vacuum pan, 
triple effects, boilers, engines, laboratory equip- 
ment, tools, etc., as per Inventory on file in the 
office of the Clerk of the United States Circuit 
Court. New Orleans. The factory has a capacity 
of 1,500 tons per day. 

2. The Sterling Plantation, having about 550 
acres of land. 

3. The I'eebles Plantation, having about 4,000 
acres of laud. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

1. Said properties shall be offered for saie In 
lots consisting — 

1 — Of the Caffery Central Refinery, with the 
three lots of ground connected therewith. 

2 — The SteHlng Plantation. 

.3 — The Peebles IMantatlon. 

4 — After said properties shall be offered fti lots 
as aforesaid, then the whole thereof shall at once 
be reoffered as a totalitv. and If the amount bid 
for the same shall exceed the aggregate prices of 
all the lots offered for sale separately, then the 
property shall be adjudicated as a whole to the 
highest bidder, but if the highest price bid for the 
whole be less than the aggregate price of all the 
lots separately, then the bid by lots shall be ac- 
cepted, and the said lots shall be adjudicated to 
the highest bidder for each lot. 

2. The party or parties to whom said proper- 
ties shall be adjudicated shall deposit 10 per cent 
of his or their bids with said commissioner, at the 
moment of the adjudication, and shall pay the 
balance thereof at such time as the court shall 
direct, upon confirming his or their purchases, 
in case the purchaser or purchasers shall fall to 
complete the payment of his or their bids at the 
time so required, his or their denoslts shall be 
forfeited, and the properties shall again be offered 
for sale at his or their risk, after ten days' ad- 
vertisement. 

3. Said properties shall be sold free of all 
llenSr mortgages and encumbrances, other than 
the taxes of 1902, which taxes are to be assumed 
by the respective purchasers as part of their bids. 
The claim of the complainant herein and of all 
other persons who shall establish claims, liens or 
mortgages upon saiu property shall be referred to 
the proceeds of said sales. 

4. Th? property herein firstly described will 
be sold subject to the right of the receiver to re- 
tain possession tnereof, free of charge, until he 
completes the manufacture of the syrupa and mo- 
lasses therein stored, which are excluded from 
said sale. Acts of saie at purchaser's expense, be- 
fore Chas. T. Soniat, notary public. 

A. O. BRICE. Receiver. 
Acting as Special Commissioner. 
JAS. LEGENDRE, Solicitor 

SALE. 

BY A. O. BRK^E, RECEIVER. 
FRANKLIN & ABBEVILLE RAILROAD, situated 

in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana. 
By order of United States Circuit Court in suit 

of A. II. Morris vs. Franklin & Abbeville 

Railroad Company 
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1902, at 12 o'clock, at 

front door of Customhouse Builomg. in New 

Orleans, La. 
About 13 miles of roadbed, track, crosstles, to- 
gether with lue rights of way, franchises, depots, 
shops, roads, rails, railways, sidings, switches, 
bridges, scales, whims, derricks, fences, turn-tables, 
water-tanks, buildings, fixtures and . all structure 
whatsoever, including two locomotives and twenty- 
five cars, and all other appurtenances, privileges, 
rights, servitudes and accessories required for the 
operation of said railway, or any part thereof as 
per inventory on file in the office of me Clerk of 
the United States Circuit Court, New Orleans. 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

1. The purchaser to whom said property may 
be adjudicated shall deposit ten per cent of his 
bid with said commissioner at the moment of the 
adjudication, and shall pay the balance thereof 
upon confirmation of the sale by the court. In 
case the purchaser falls to complete his bid, as so 
required, his deposit shall be forfeited and the 
property shall again l>e offered for sale at his 
risk, after ten days' advertisement . 

2. Said ^ — ^erty shai. be sold free of all -claims, 
liens, privileges and encumbrances, other than the 
taxes of 1902, which are to be assumed by the 
purchaser as part of his bid. The claim of com- 
plainant herein and the claims of all other persons 
against said property shall be referred to the 
proceeds of said sale. Act of sale at purchaser's 
expense, before Chas. T. Soniat, notary public. 

A. G. BRICE. Receiver, 
Acting as Special Commissioner. 
JAS. LEGENDRE, Solicitor. 
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Dr.^Wiley on the Sugar Industry. 

Tn this issue of The Louisiana 
Planter we publis-h Dr. H. W. Wiley's 
splendid address on the Sugar industry 
delivered before the Ways and Means 
Committee of tlie House of Representa- 
tives in Washington when they :had un- 
der consideration the matter of conces- 
sions to Cuba on sugars imported from 
Cuba into the United States. 

Dr. Wiley's long experience in the De- 
partment of Agriculture, where he has 
been chief chemist for more tlian twenty 
years; his ex'haustive studies on behalf 
of the government of every phase of our 
diomestic sugar industry, covering care- 
ful investigations of the possibilities of 
sorghum as one of the great sugar pro- 
ducers when it was considered a more 
promising plant than the beet, his prompt 
abandonment of sorghum, when years of 
effort and mints of money had been lost 
in endeavoring to make it an industrial 
success, his early expressed confidence in 
the sugar beet as our coming sugar plant 
and his delimitation of the vast areas of 
our territory peculiarly adapted to its 
culture, his sincere and successful ef- 
forts to exploit the diffusion process of 
juice extraction in sugar factories, and in 
short his thorough appreciation of the 
possibilities of developing in this coun- 
try a sugar industry that shall rival that 
of Europe and of the tropics, make him 
our leading authority on the politico- 
economic phases of the industry. 

Dr. Wiley begins his address with a 
short historic account of sugar and takes 
up the wonderful development of the 
sugar industry in Europe ; shows how it 
has been fostered by legislation, and 
largely by peculiar legislation, the pay- 
ment of export bounties. He gives an 
extremely lucid account of the great 
German sugar trust operating under the 
so-called Kartel. He takes up the Am- 
erican beet sugar industry and shows 
just what we can do with it and how 
rapidly it now promises development if 
not injured by adverse legislation. 

In our next issue we shall publish the 
last section of his address, which covers 
the vast capacity of Cuba as a sugar pro- 
ducing country and the destructive ef- 
fects of free competition between Cuba 
and America under present conditions. 

We are sure our readers will be great- 



ly interested in Dr. Wiley's masterly ef- 
fort and commend < it to their earnest 
study. 



The Migration of Laborers. 

The scarcity of labor during the past 
season in some sections of the sugar dis- 
tricts of Louisiana added largely to the 
losses resulting from the Decem-ber 
freeze, as less sugar cane was harvested 
at the time of the freeze than would have 
been, had the labor suppfly been normal. 
There is ordinarily a large migration 
of laborers from the cotton to the cane- 
fields occurring during the first days of 
grinding, and there seems at present no 
way to remove this urgent call for labor 
in the autumn in the sugar districts of 
Louisiana, except by the continued in- 
troduction of labor-saving devices whidi 
have already done so mudi to ameliorate 
the situation. 

Twenty years and more ago there was 
a larg« migration of German and' other 
laborers from up the country, in Illinois, 
Indiana, Missouri and Kentucky, who 
secured cheap river transportation each 
way and each season did good work in 
Louisiana for 6o or 90 days, got good 
pay and then went home. 

Even now there is every autumn quite 
an exodus of Italians from Chicago who 
come South to secure good' wages during 
the sugar-making season, and at the 
same time avert the severe Chicago win- 
ter, which they seem unable or unwill- 
ing to stand. 

We are led to this consideration of 
the labor question by noting in the Ag- 
ricultural Department's Crop Reporter 
for January some notes on the wheat 
crop of Manitoba this last season. The 
crop was very fine, and the labor neces- 
sary for the harvest was apparently de- 
ficient, but within two weeks there was 
an influx of over 18,000 men from out- 
side localities, and as many as from^ 4 
to 5 thousand arrived in the city of Win- 
nipeg within 48 hours during the height 
of the season. 

The people came from the eastern 
provinces of Canada, and perhaps the 
sugar planters of this state could largely 
increase our labor resources by a confer- 
ence with the railway companies and ar- 
rangmg for cheap labor transportation. 

The laborers' boarding house problem 
has always been a serious one on sugar 
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plantations. Their management and re- 
sulting <x)st has been extravagant. Were 
we to devote to them some of the time 
and study we are applying to o^er 
phases of the sugar industry, we could 
likely effect large improvements and 
economies therein. Let us have no 
repetition of the difficult labor supply of 
1901. 



LOCAL LBTTBRS. 



The Cane Crop. 

The weather during the past week has 
been too wet to permit the sugar planters 
to accomplish the work which awaits 
them in the fields. While some of them 
are nearly through the planting of cane, 
much of the crop has yet to be planted 
and consequently dry weather which will 
put the soil in proper condition for plant- 
ing and plowing ^ is being anxiously 
awaited. At the first opportunity work 
will be resumed actively and pushed to 
an early completion. Seed cane, stub- 
bles and fall plant seem all sound and to 
promise well. 



Personal. 



Mr. L. Forsyth, Jr., manager of the 
Caffery Refinery in St. Mary parish, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. For- 
syth has been in charge of this immense 
plant for quite a number of years. 

Messrs. H. L. Laws and J. B. Laws, of 
Cincinnati> O., who are among our most 
prominent sugar planters, were registered at 
the St Onarles hotel during the early part 
of the week. One of the finest places in the 
state is the Oinclare plantation which be- 
longs to Mr. Harry L. Laws and which he is 
constantly improving by the addition of new 
and up-to-date machinety. 

Messrs. J. J. Shaiier and T. J. Shaffer, of 
St Mary parish, came up to the city on a 
visit a few days ago and made their head- 
quarters at the St. Charles hotel. 

Dr. H. J. Sanders and Mrs. Sanders, of St 
Mary parish, were among the recent guests 
of the St Charles hotel. Dr. Sanders is 
known, far and wide as one of the best in- 
formed and most successful of our sugar 
planters. 

Hon. Andrew Price, ex-congressman and 
proprietor of the Arcadia plantation in La- 
fourche parish, was a Monday arrival of 
the St Charles hotel. He was accompanied 
by Mrs. Price. 

Messrs. W. Lepine and F. Lepine, of La- 
fourche parish, were in New Orleans during 
the past week and during their stay they 
had apartments at the Commercial hotel. 
They are closely identified with the sugar 
industry of Lafourche. 

Mr. Henry Delaune, of Napoleonville, was 
in the city during the past week and stopped 
at the Cosmopolitan hotel. 

Mr. E. A. Pharr, a son of Capt John N. 
Pharr, of Berwick, La., was a guest of the 
St. Charles hotel on Tuesday last Mr. Pharr 
is a thorough expert in sugar manufacture 
and will, without doubt, make a marked 
success in his chosen profession; indeed he 
has already done so. 

Mr. J. H. Kahao, the prominent West Baton 
Rouge sugar planter, was a Wednesday guest 
of the St. Charles hotel. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBRSSPONDBKCE.) 

Editor Loui8ian<i Planter: 

It looked at the close of last week as if 
the conditions would be all right for the 
resumption of field operations on the plan- 
tations by Tuesday, and the many planters 
who have not yet got all their seed cane 
into the ground, and still more the many 
others who have very little of it placed 
there, were encouraged by the seemingly fair 
outlook for getting at this already tJo long 
delayed work, but these hopes were blasted 
by a torrentifil rain Sunday night The 
precipitation at Donaldsonville measiired 
1.90 inches, ^d the torrential downpour 
was accompanied for nearly an hour by high 
winds and QJmost incessant thunder and 
lightning. No damage of moment was 
caused by the ^storm in Ascension, so far 
as known, but in portions of the neighbor- 
ing parish of St. James considerable de- 
struction and damage of property resulted. 
On the Picnic place of Mr. Vegas, just above 
Salsburg, the residence, two store bjuildings 
and a number of other cabins and outhouses 
were ' partially wrecked. Robert Jlodrigue, 
a neighbor of Mr. Vegas, had a couple of old 
stable buildings and a cabin demolished, and 
the Jacobehagen sugar factory across the 
river was damaged to some extent princi- 
pally by the- prostration of smokestacks. 

Vacherl^ Settlement encountered the brunt 
of the storm, however, the tornado prevail- 
ing there In its greatest violence and caus- 
ing destruction of property which, measured 
in dollars and cents, will approximate $30,- 
000. From twenty to twenty-five small resi- 
dences were blown to splinters.' Euphemar 
Falgoust ft Co. lost their barn and several 
cabins; Cyril Falgoust, a few cabins and his 
cooper shop. Augustin Falgoust was the 
heaviest loser, his sugar house, barn, half 
his residence and several cabins being de- 
molished. His loss alone is estimated at 
$20,000. Louis Braza lost his bam. The 
Vacherie Theatre waa partially wrecked and 
so was the old church. Providentially, no 
lives were lost, and but one person was se- 
riously hurt^an old lady whose shock was 
more of the nerves than actual physical in- 
Jury. 

More rain has come down this (Thursday) 
morning and the prospect is dark for addi- 
tional precipitation. We can only possess 
our souls in patiencet and wait for the will 
of a beneficent Providence to send us better 
times. 

Evan J. McCall bade his Ascension friends 
good-bye on Wednesday and left for New 
Orleans, wnere he is to take steamer for 
Havana on Saturday. His father Hon. 
Henry McCall, has been spending several 
weeks in New Orleans, accompanied by his 
daughter, and they are still there. 

The police Jury met Monday and deter- 
mined to adopt vigorous measures for the 



enforcement of the road ordinance. This Is 
timely action, as the public thoroughfares 
will be urgently in need of attention as soon 
as fhe pending wet spell is over, and there 
are no surplus funds in the parochial treas- 
ury to cover the cost of this work. 

Next Wednesday will be Ascension Cfub 
meeting day and it is thought some of the 
prominent planter members who are charged 
with having "crawled into holes and pulled 
the holes in after them" since last season's 
successful (?) grinding campaign, will ven- 
ture forth and show their elongated visages 
again in the club's rooms. 

ASGEKBION. 



Ibervtlle. 

(SPECIAL COB&BSPONDBKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been all but fayorable 
during the past week, with plenty of mois- 
ture and very little sunshine. The last few 
days have been windy, real March days, and 
we trust this is an assurance of an early 
spring. No field work of any kind could be 
done, but some have been hauling in feed 
and fertilizer, and some others wood from the 
river bank. The planting was nearly finished 
on most places and for that reason perhaps 
many are more anxious to wind up than if 
they had not begun. 

A planter who examined plant cane, both 
fall and spring, and stubble a few days 
since, says he never saw a more promMng 
prospect, and believed that to the continued 
cold which has kept things from growiog 
too soon, we owe this condition. ' Congress, 
on which all eyes are fixed Just now, had 
nothing to do with it, and all hope our in- 
dustry will not be stricken down. 

Mr. Leonce M. Soniat says he will finish 
planting^ in two days more, but he knows 
not under existing weather conditions when 
he will get those two days. 

Messrs. Barrow & LeBlanc have tendered 
to a prominent oil company a plot of ground 
on their Pecan plantation near Plaquemine 
on which to erect a storage tank for fuel 
oil. 

Mr. C. M. Eiseman, the genial manager of 
the affairs of the Iberville Planting ft Man- 
ufacturing Company, Ltd., was at Plaque- 
mine a few days since, in the interest of 
his progressive company, and reports every- 
thing moving along nicely at /Cora and Anan- 
dale. 

Mr. Charles F. Kleinpeter, of Musson, has 
sold his ivey plantation on Bayou Maringouen 
to Messrs. John M. Wilson and Samuel B. 
Cochran, for a consideration of $13,000. Key 
contains over 1,600 acres and was in ante 
bellum days one of the best sugar estates in 
the parish. Messrs. Wilson & Cochran have 
leased the cultivable lands, and will cut the 
timber into lumber at their new mill now 
building at Wheelock. 

The remains of Mr. A. Galbert Lorio, form- 
erly a prominent planter of this parish, who 
died at Abita Springs on the 18th, were in- 
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terred at Bayou Qoula last w«ek. Mr. Lorio 
owned and cultivated the St Elizabeth plan- 
tation (now owned by hie son, Mr. P. C. Lo- 
rio) near Bayou Goula, for more than thirty 
years, and was held in high esteem by every- 
body who knew him. He leaves besides his 
son; Mr. P. C. Lorio, a'widow and two daugh- 
ters. 

The river, after rising to a point midway 
between low and high water marks, has be^ 
gun to recede. 

Inquiries are being made every day for rice 
lands. There are many places suitable in 
this parish, which, however, require clear- 
ing up, but with mills ready to pay good 
prices for all mill timber the cost of clearing 
in most instances could be realized from 
the timber. Some capital and considerable 
enterprise are required ^d to all who have 
it and who wish to invest, we say come to 

Iberville. 



Terrebonne. 

(SPBCIAL COBBBSPONDBMCS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Despite the unfavorable weather during 
the present month, field work is very well 
advanced and cane planting is about over. 
The condition of seed cane has been excellent 
throughout, and in many instances has run 
over the estimated area to be seeded. For- 
tunately the New Year has ben free from 
extremes in temperature and this makes 
sure a goodly number of sound stubble eyes, 
that even now are beginning to reach out in 
learch of sunshine, and whether these eyes 
shall grow into vigorous canes or not de- 
pends almost wholly on their receiving the 
right treatment at the right time. The out- 
look at the present moment points to a big 
crop economically made — the crop is being 
made on a three-cent basis and with anything 
like a fair ffgure for our product next fall, 
this section will be on its feet again. The 
only expenditure spoken of at all is the in- 
stallation of fuel oil in several more of our 
factories. 

This community sustained a great loss in 
the death the early part of last week, of Mr. 
A. Ovide Gueno, at his home on Presquille 
plantation, a few miles below the town of 
Houma. Mr. Gueno was one of the most 
prominent men in the parish and enjoyed 
the esteem of a wide circle of friends. In 
their bereavement his family have the sym- 
pathy of the residents of 

Tebbebonne. 



Avoyelles* 

(SPECIAL C0BBB8P0NDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since the 19th inst, on which a heavy 
rain fell tn the afternoon, the weather con- 
ditions have not been at all favorable for 
plantation work. The 22nd was moderately 
fair and cool, the temperature at sunrise 
being 82 degrees and there was frost and 
ice. The 23rd was extremely blustering, de- 
veloping, during the afternoon, heavy thun- 
der showers, which continued through the 



night to the morning of the 24th, when, at 
eight o'clock, the wind changed to the north, 
bringing with it a cold drizzling rain, which 
Was extremely disagreeable to both man and 
beast. The 25th, at sunrise, was clear and 
bright, with the mercury registering 34 de- 
grees, and frost was in evidence. 

The ground is now so deeply penetrated 
with moisture, that, no matter how fair the 
weather may prove to be, it will be impossi- 
ble to do much plowing before the end of this 
week. 

I have been informed ^at the cane raisers 
in the locality of Barbreck have, considering 
the unfavorable weather, succeeded remark- 
ably well, and beyond their best expecta- 
tions, in the work of planting cane and pre- 
paring the land. 

Mr. W. L. O'Quinn has successfully plant- 
ed an increased acreage to cane, and is now 
ready to plant a heavy acreage to com, Just 
as soon as the weather will permit. 

Messrs. Evans Brothers have finished 
planting cane and will have altogether a 
large acreage in it this year. Their first 
and second year stubble is apparently sound 
and healthy. 

Mr. O. S. Pressor has Just completed plant- 
ing a fine acreage to cane this season, and 
will also grow com, hay and oats to supply 
the needs of his plantation. 

Messrs. S. Robichaux and Ohas. Antonini, 
who have charge of the plantation and fac- 
tory of the Augusta Sugar Ck)mpany, have 
made a splendid showing so far this season, 
and by good drainage have overcome the 
obstacles presented by the weather. They 
have, since the first of January, successfully 
planted a very heavy acreage to cane, and 
have prepared their com lands for the re- 
ception of seed as early as the weather will 
allow them to .plant It 

Mr. Phillips has made rapid progress since 
the opening of the year. 

Mr. Fred White, and many others of Bar- 
breck and locality, are well abreast in their 
field and farm work. 

I learn that Mr. O'Quinn made a heavy 
yield of com and hay last year and is now 
solid on the stock feed question. He has, 
by the way, a large crop of stubble to cul- 
tivate in connection with his plant canp. 
Messrs Evans Brothers, Mr. Pressor and 
Messrs. Kobichaux and Antonini are all well 
fixed also with supplies of stock feed raised 
on their fine properties. I have been informed 
that on the Leinster plantation, the fine 
place of Mr. G. W. Sentell, has been planted 
a heavy acreage to cane this spring with 
marked success. The news ttom all parts of 
the parish, particularly from ine Evergreen 
and Cottonport neighborhoods, is favorable, 
and indicates that the cane raisers are suc- 
cessfully beginning the crop of 1902. Guite 
a number of the progressive farmers in 
Avoyelles, St. Landry and Rapides planted 
com during the first of last year, but since 
the 19th the weather has been so bad and 
wet that it is prooable much, if not all, of 



this early planted com will have to 'be 
plowed out and replanted to obtain good re- 
' suits. 

Dr. W. D. Haas, of Bunkie, left on the 
morning of the 24th for New Orleans. Dr. 
Haas is preparing to plant a heavy acreage 
to corn and cotton on his Oakland planta- 
tion this spring but on his Oak Hall planta- 
tion he will plant heavil^i to cane, com and 
pease. The scarcity of com and hay tn this 
and adjoining districts is seriously felt and 
will no doubt lead the farmers this spring 
to Increase their acreage to, grain and grass. 

As I .close ths letter the weather is fair, 
but the ground is still entirely too wet for 
plowing or planting.* Bbht. 



Vermillion. 

(SPECIAL C0BBB8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Farm work has been progressing very nice- 
ly for the past ten days until three days ago, 
when it was brought to a sudden stand still 
by heavy rains throughout the parish. Ac- 
companying these rains were very high 
winds that did considerable damage to prop- 
erty in several places. The weather still 
remains cool and cloudy, and more disagree- 
able weather is anticipated. 

The rice farmers are making rapid strides 
in their preparation for work. Some of our 
most enterprising rice farmaers have seeded 
a small part of the acreage that they pro- 
pose to put in and many others are ready for 
planting. Mr. Eraste Mouton, one of the 
most enterprising rice planters in Vermilion, 
has fifty acres seeded, some of which has 
been put in since the 16th inst. He is seed- 
ing another fifty acres this week, and will 
be ready to put in his entire crop of 1,600 
acres early in March. Canal men are get- 
ting ready to furnish water early, many of 
them being ready to start pumping now, and 
are getting in their supply of oil for fuel. 
Nearly every plant along the Vermilion river 
will use fuel oil this year for their pumping, 
the Hunter canal, the East Side canal, the 
Abbeville canal, Volmer and Huber canal, 
Hall-Slutz canal and the Mouton canal. The 
oil will be shipped by .tank car to Abbeville 
and will be transferred to barges for delivery 
to these plants. The East Side Canal Com- 
pany has Just received their pumping ma- 
chinery and will make all possible effort to 
get it in in time for early pumping. They ' 
have a corps of engineers and experienced 
workmen on the grounas that will turn out 
the work with the quiCKest posfifible dispatch. 
This plant will be ready for early May. 

There has been but little work done in 
the com and cane fields. More life is shown 
by the com man than either the cane or cot- 
ton man. Cane is a dead note in this sec- 
tion. It has been clearly demonstrated that 
more money can be made raising corn than 
cane, there is more money even in a hay crop 
in the rice belt than cane in the sugar belt. 
Many farmers are plowing up their first 
stubbles and planting corn. 

Cotton is not receiving much attention 
either. There is at least 25 per cent of the 
crop of last year in the field yet, and it will 
never be gathered. The producer could not 
afford to pay $1.50 per day for xabor to gather 
his crop of cotton and consequently it re- 
mained in the field. There will be a very 
heavy acreage of rice and corn put in this 
year, but a very small acreage of cane and 
cotton. P. C. M. 
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West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPOMDENCIL) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

On last Sunday evening we had quite a 
heavy rain and wind, which lasted an hour, 
but did no damage to amount to anything, 
but on Monday morning the weather cleared 
up and now has the appearance of spring 
All, or a majority of, the farmers are now 
plowing and making rapid strides to be 
among the first in planting. Some few, how- 
ever, are awaiting more settled weather be- 
fore planting for fear of the cold snaps 
which are yet sure to come. 

Every acre of available rice land is being 
put in rice in this immediate section, and 
from gathering reports all other sections are 
doing likewise. 

Contracts for the sinking of deep well? 
are being signed < every day, and it has been 
estimated by some that not less than one 
hundred will be put down for the irrigation 
of rice within the Gueydan and surrounding 
sections. It is the opinion of your corre- 
spondent a3 well as many others, that with- 
ing the next five years every man who owns 
as much as fifty acres of land in the rice belt 
will have a deep well for the irrigation of 
his rice, and if these predictions be true, the 
canals will be a poor piece of property. 

Very few farmers of this section will use 
the broadcast seeders this year; they have 
been replaced by press drills, which are 
claimed ^o be far superior to the broadcast 
seeders, from the fact that these drills will 
plant the rice at a uniform depth, which, 
without an exception, gives a good stand, 
for not only does the rice come up evenly, 
but it ripens more uniformly. But with 
the broadcast seeders the rice is covered 
at an uneven depth, which is sure to come 
up unevenly, and when the harvest season 
comes on and you are ready to cut your rice, 
you will find that some of it is ripe while 
some is green and unmatured, which depre- 
ciates the price very greatly. Many prom- 
inent farmers claim that it is economy to 
buy a drill in preference to a broadcast seed- 
er, as the difference in the quality of the 
rice on ten acres will more than pay th«^ 
difference between the two implements. 

The Mutual Rice Mill of Gueydan was 
closed down several days last week for the 
lack of fuel. -'X. P." 



5t. James — iUglit Banlc. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Variety is the characteristic of the weather 
we are having, the bad predominating, with 
prospects of nothing very much better for 
the balance of the week, which opened up 
with a wind and thunder storm last Sun- 
day night at about 11 o'clock, wrecking build- 
ings and threatening the safety of human 
lives in certain localities. The Vacherie set- 
tlement, from all reports, was the center of 
this storm, for not only were several build- 
ings completely demolished, but one man 



scarcely had time to save himself and six 
children from his house, which was totally 
shattered. Mr. A. Falgoust's sugar house 
was completely demolished, and one hundred 
and fifty hogsheads of sugar stored therein 
were damaged, and the old Catholic church, 
which had been converted into a school 
house, was also wrecked, besides a num- 
ber of smaller houses, and fences. The 
storm then made a big Jump of over fifteen 
miles before causing any damage, finally 
tearing uown a number of small houses and 
fences. A beating rain fell at the same time 
filling ditches with water, which prolonged 
the interruption of work. The soil has been 
thoroughly saturated and as only very faint 
days of sunshine are vouchsafed us, the pro- 
cess of drying is slow. To-day (Wednesday) 
tile weather attitude is extremely uncertain, 
and conditions are such as to suspend all 
kinds of work, notwithstanding the amount 
yet to be accomplished. The bulk of the 
cane crop has yet to be planted, though a 
few have finished, and corn planting has not 
yet started. The present situation has not 
so fat become serious, but a feeling of dis- 
couragement prevails. L«abor does not be- 
come more plentiful, therefore it will be 
impossible to make much headway, when the 
elements permit working. Rice planters are 
also delayed in their work, as even plowing 
is not permissible. 

The only pursuit now in vogue is sugar 
drying, which is not devoid of some trouble, 
the process being somewhat slow. Messrs. 
Sobral and Tucker, of Oak Alley pTantation, 
stai:ted this morning, but so far no positive 
information can be given about their experi- 
ence. 

Mr. Curtis Tucker, of Armant plantation, 
is visiting his uncle, Mr. J. W. Tucker, of 
New Hope plantation. Ascension parish. 

Mr. Hector Himel, manager of the St. 
Amelia plantation, visited Donaldsonville 
during the past week; also his brother, 
Ernest of Wilton plantation. 

St. James. 



FORBIGN LSITTBB8. 



Personal. 

Capt. Geo. E. Mann, of the Stella planta- 
tion on the lower coast, was in town on 
.Monday. Capt. Mann is busy these days 
preparing for the next crop and, as usual, 
has his plantation in the very best of shape. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Assumption parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. Barton is the proprietor of the Magnolia 
plantation, one of the best sugar estates in 
the state. 

Mr. Philip J. LeBlanc, a well known Louis- 
ianian, was a recent guest of the Hotel 
Grunewald. 

Mr. Geo. H. Clinton, of St Joseph, La., was 
in the city during the past week. Mr. Clin- 
ton was, for many years, a chemist on the 
sugar plantations of this state and is known 
and highly esteemed by very many of our 
sugar planters. 

Mr. J. B. Churchill, of Lakeland, La., was 
in New Orleans on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. Churchill is a plantation manager from 
the upper portion of the sugar district 



Berlin. 

(SPECIAL COBBBBPOKOBNCB.) 

BsBLm, Feb. 10, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The winter which seemed to have quite 
forgotten to pay this year a visit to our cli- 
mate, has at last appeared, although so far 
in a very mild form. Five degrees below 
zero has been during last week the coldest 
temperature, but generally the thermometer 
kept itself in the vicinity of freezing point 
This is no doubt an improvement inasmuch, 
as the soil, although pretty late, is now ex- 
posed to the clearing infiuence of the cold 
and frosty temperature. There is, however, 
still a serious drawback, namely the almost 
entire absence of snow, which not only leaves 
the corn fields without protection against 
any unfavorable weather, but is apt to cause 
a deficiency of moisture, m6re particularly, 
in the case when the summer should prove 
a hot and dry one. By the way--colder but 
snowless winter weather is reported from 
all quarters, which in no way affects the 
working and results of the present crop, but 
which is considered only with regard to its 
agricultural influences, and as these are 
abroad about the same as at home I need not 
further enlarge on the subject 

Of more interest is now the surface prob- 
ably to be sown this year with beets. There 
is, of course, not the remotest possibility of 
naming any figures, but the chronicler can 
only record some signs characterizing the 
tendency prevailing in this respect. Such 
a sign is the opposition made by the farmers 
against the beet prices bid this year by the 
fabricants. In southern Germany and in 
the Rhenanian provinces the agriculturists 
have held meetings and discussed the mat- 
ter with the result that resolutions have 
been passed to the effect, that the beet grow- 
ers could not afford to furnish beets at the 
prices proposed to be paid by the industrials. 
(About M. 14 equals $3.60 for the long ton). 
On the other hand, the manufacturers are 
unable to grant any higher prices and it 
looks very much like a deadlock was going 
to take place in the near future. As a mat- 
ter of course the subject of reducing beet 
growing on a large scale is hotly discussed 
in the special press and personally at the 
meetings of the sugar societies. Some peo- 
ple are opposed to a marked restriction on 
the ground that if Germany and some other 
beet-growing countries of Europe really car- 
ry out the resolutions taken in 'favor of such 
a measure we only would pave the way for 
an aggrandizement of the cane sugar indus- 
try. But in my opinion, the cane sugar 
growers will be glad in the face of the pres- 
ent hard times if they succeed in making 
both ends meet It would be indeed a very 
silly policy of the colonial producers it they 
would go on perpetuating over-production 
which has brought about the present deplor- 
able conditions, whilst their brethren of the 
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beet root on the continent were making sac- 
rifices for the recuperation of the entire 
industry. A more serious objection it Is, 
when it is pointed out how difficult it is, to 
supervise the carrying out of an agreement 
entered upon in this respect. Certainly 
there will be some industrials thinking 
themselves very wise In circumventing the 
agreement But such persons will be found 
to be in a small minority. I will recall to 
the memory of your readers the sugar crisis 
of 1884-85. In order to remedy the then 
very precarious condition of the sugar In- 
dustry, a vote was carried at the general 
assembly of the German sugar manufactur- 
ers proposing a reduction of beet-growing to 
the extent of 20 per cent, as compared witli 
the preceding year. But what really hap- 
pened was that the reduction turned out to 
amount not to 20, but to 32. per cent. Neces- 
sity, the great schoolmaster of mankind, 
brought about a result favorable beyond 
hope and so it is to be hoped the crisis will 
be cured this time too. 

The proceedings in our parliament with 
regard to the tariff question make slow pro- 
gress The commission especially appointed 
for the preH^onsideration, it is true, has held 
many sittings already, but they have en- 
tered upon such long and tedious considera- 
tions that it is hard to foretell when the 
tariff will be reported on and decided upon 
by the whole house. As I have mentioned 
already, the turning point of the whole ques- 
iton is the import duty on agricultural ar- 
ticles, such as cereals, cattle, meat, eggs, etc. 
The government in their tariff bill have 
raised the rates for those goods, but the 
agrarian party declare that the intended or 
proposed rates are still too low and not suffi- 
cient to bring help to the agricultural in- 
terest, necessary to free them of their pres- 
ent straightened condition. However, the 
imperial, chancellor has recently delivered 
a speech at the meeting of the German coun- 
cil of agriculture, wherein he states that 
higher duties than those set down in the 
bill should not be exfpected ai^d that by in- 
sisting on higher rates the whole tariff re- 
form might be endangered. By way of ex- 
planation I beg to add that if the farmers 
and landed proprietors do not think that the 
duties on cereals, etc., are sufficient, it is not 
probable that beet growing will be abandoned 
In favor of other crops. 

At the close permit me to touch briefly on 
a meeting of German and Austrian sugar 
manufacturers who had assembled to take 
council in the face of the possibility, that 
their governments were inclined to proceed 
with the abolition or reduction of the boun- 
ties. I hardly need mention that they ener- 
getically protested against any measure of 
that kind. 

Of the markets little of interest can be 
reported. The tendency was quiet but steady 
and prices have been about maintained. In 
some cases they are a little lower than last 
week. It seems that England has meantime 
become a less eager buyer. Quotations are 
for actual 88 per cent sugar at Magdeburg 
M. 7.50-7.85, and for delivery February M. 



6.72 f. o. b. Hamburg. Refined continued 
quiet and unchanged. 

Robert Hennig. 



Havana. 



(special cobbbspondbncs.) 

Havana, Feb. 22, 1902. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Bugar Market — Advices of firmer markets 
in London and New York, have contributed 
in sustaining prices here, but as they gen- 
erally fail to gratify planters' aspirations, 
the bulk of business keeps rather small, the 
majority of holders entertaining higher views 
for their stocks. Another cause of the With- 
drawal of sellers is the rumor afloat accord- 
ing to which, the greater part of the sugar 
that was sold lately has been acquired for 
account of importers, speculators and the 
American Sugar Refining Company, espec- 
ially, that are purchasing on this island as 
much sugar as they are able to, at ruling 
prices and even at a fraction higher, with 
the purpose of leaving it stored here, until 
a reduction on duties in the United States 
be granted, and then export it; a scheme 
that is to allow them to secure a handsome 
profit, equivalent to the total amount of the 
granted reduction; but as planters seem to 
be now well aware of the object of the com- 
bination, the majority hold back their stocks 
and those Chat are in great need of funds, 
bring their parcels forward very sparingly 
in order to also partake in the benefits of 
the reduction on duties, when it be decreed. 

Sales effected during the week add up as 
follows: 

20,000 bags centrifugals, 95-97 test, of the 
new crop, at from 1.74 to 1.85 cents. 

20,000 bags centrifugals, 91-94 test, of the 
past crop, at from 1.60 to 1.63 cents. 

1,000 bags mol. sugar, 89 test at 1.13. 

Crop Reports — Though occasional rain 
falls have been reported from distinct places 
during the week just elapsed, the quantity 
of water fallen was so small that the cane 
fields derived no benefit therefrom. 

As planters still entertain the hope that 
the United States Congress will soon author- 
ize the government to grant larifT conces- 
sions to Cuban products, the crop continues 
without any noticeable interruption; but if 
such hope had to be relinquished, it is cer- 
tain that more than half of the factories that 
are now at work, would immediately stop 
grinding. 

It is said that owing to the drought, the 
results obtained in the sugar houses are not 
so satisfactory as during the past few weeks, 
as far as the juice in the cane is concerned, 
but on the other hand, the density in same 
keeps unusually high. 

Central Factory "Constancia.*'— This mag- 
nificent plantation, formerly of Messrs. Apez- 
teguia Bros, and belonging to-day to a syndi- 
cate that was organiezd in New York under 
the name of "Damujl Sugar Company" start- 
ed grinding on the 15th inst., and this pro- 
longed delay was caused by the important 
reforms that have just been introduced in 
the sugar house, in which several new and 
powerful apparatus have been mounted. 

Factory "Constancia" will take off this 
year a large crop, which is expected, in 
view of the means the company can dispose 
of, to be soon enhanced to 300.000 bags, 
equivalent to 60,000 tons, the double of its 
present output; to this effect cane planting 
has been considerably increased during the 
past months, under the able supervision of 
Mr. Spelman, the representative in Cuba of 
the company, and who is the same gentle- 
man who is at the head of the sugar re- 
finery the company also owns near New 
Orleans. T. D. 



Paper Presented te the Ways and 
Means Committee by Request of the 
Chairman, on the Proposed Abro- 
S^ation or Reduction of the Duty 
on the 5us:ar Imported From the 
Island ol Cuba. 

(by db. h. w. WILEY, Chief Bureau of Chem- 
istry, U. 8. Dept Agriculture.) 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee: 
In response to the request of your chair- 
man I appear before you to-day to speak on 
certain aspects of the discussion which, you 
have heard during the past two weeks rela- 
tive to the abrogation or reduction of the 
duty on sugars imported from the Island of 
Cuba. I have been asked to discuss the fol- 
lowing points: 

1. The relations of the cane and beet su- 
gar Industries and a comparison of their re- 
spective rates of growth. 

2. The agricultural and technical inter- 
ests involved in the production of sugar. 

3. The cost of producing sugar from cane 
and beets in the United States. 

' 4. The effect of European bounties, direct 
and indirect, upon the world price of sugar. 

5. The possibilities of sugar production 
in Cuba and other tropical countries tribu- 
tary to the United States, directly and indi- 
rectly. 

All of these problems are of great scienti- 
fic and economic importance, and I only re; 
gret that the time at my disposal has not 
been sufficiently great to collate all the Im- 
portant facts relative to the points which I 
have been asked to discuss. I also must be 
allowed to express regret that 1 have not 
had access to the printed testimony of all 
the witnesses before the committee which I 
was asked to read and summarize. I have 
endeavored in the brief time at my disposal 
to comply as fully as possible with the re- 
quest of the chairman arid I now have the 
honor to lay before you the results of my in- 
vestigations: 

RELATIONS OF THE CANE AND BEET-SUQAB INDU8- 
TBIES. 

Two great sources of sugar now supply the 
world with the chief part of the sugar con- 
sumed. These two are the sugar cane and 
the sugar beet The minor sources of sup- 
ply are of so little commercial importance 
as to demand very little attention. Among 
these may be mentioned the maple tree, the 
sorghum plant and the sugar palm as the 
principal. To these must be added the su- 
gars manufactured from starch and which 
are known under the common name of glu- 
cose in this country. These play a somewhat 
important role in certain forms of foods,, 
such as confections and are used chiefly for 
this purpose and as a substitute for malt in 
brewing. In so far as the origin of the ar- 
ticle is concerned, however, the whole sub- 
ject of sugar, both in its relation to food and 
in its fiscal aspects, may be confined to the 
two sources first named. 
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The sugar cane is indigenous to India, and, 
^cording to the best botanical authorities, 
it was first found growing along the north 
coast of the Indian Sea from the moi^ths of 
the Ganges to the foothills of the Himalaya 
Mountains. 

The sugar beet, according to the best bo- 
tanical authorities, is indigenous to the 
eastern shores of the Mediterranean, where 
it was originally an annual plant maturing 
its seed during the first year of growth. 

The widest difference is noticed between 
the sugar cane and' the sugar beet in the 
natural content of sugar. The sugar cane 
contains a naturally high content of sugar 
which has not been very materially increased 
by scientific cultivation and selection. The 
sugar beet, on the other hand, in its natural 
state contained a very low content of sugar 
and its present excellence as a sugar pro- 
ducing plant is^ due solely to scientific cul- 
ture and selection of seeds. The sugar cane 
may, therefore, be regarded as the great nat- 
ural source of sugar. While the sugar beet 
represents what human intelligence, science 
and agricultural skill can do in developing 
certain qualities of plants which are of util- 
ity to the human race. It is well to keep 
these two distinctions in view in the discus- 
sion of the fiscal relations of sugar and the 
influence of the cultivation of sugar produc- 
ing plants upon agriculture in general and 

upon national prosperity. 

< 
All valuable discussion of this problem 

must rest upon accurate statistical data. It 
is, of course, acknowledged by everyone that 
absolute accuracy in statistics cannot be ob- 
tained, but a reasonable approximation to 
truth ixj statistical estimates can be reached. 
^Something is always to be said in favor of 
those statistical data which are not collected 
for any specific purpose. The human mind 
is open to bias and it is difficult to remove, 
even from honest men. a prejudice in favor 
of some particular project in which they may 
be interested. It is therefore only right to 
recognize the fact that statistical data may 
be introduced in support of some particular 
contention which are open to the suspicion 
that they are infiuenced in some respect by 
the motive which is dominant in their prep- 
aration. Happily for the present purpose, 
the great mass of sugar data which is availa- 
ble nas been collected without any refer- 
ence to any particular doctrine or theory. 
While it is true that sugar statisticians in 
various parts of the world vary widely, both 
in the summation of data which are sup- 
posed to be easy of access and in the esti- 
mates of present and future production, yet 
there is such a general agreement on the 
main points as to render these data worthy 
of consideration. 

The difficulties which attend the collection 
of any reliable data on the early history of 
sugar are, of course, almost Insurmountable. 
We do know, however, that the earliest form 
in which sugar was used was that of honey. 
Sugar from sugar cane began to be known 



as an article of commerce during the Middle 
Ages. Merchants from the East brought 
specimens of the product of India to the 
westward and the cultivation of the sugar 
cane rapidly spread, under the Influence of 
commerce, to those tropical regions open to 
settlement, which were visited by the Orien- 
tal merchants. But from the earliest times 
of the use of sugar from sugar cane up to 
within the last century, sugar was not re- 
garded as a food, but was used as a medi- 
cine or a condiment to be obtained only by 
the rich. 

The first sugar which is Icnown to have 
been sent to England was sent from Venice 
in 1319. In 1700 the price of 100 pounds of 
refined sugar in London was about 270 shil- 
lings, while in 1800 it was still 153 shillings, 
and the prices in other parts of Europe- 
were correspondingly high. 

Maarg;raif, a Grerman chemist, was the first 
to discover, in 1747, that the sweet principle 
in the garden beet, which had been developed 
from the indigenous beet growing along the 
Mediterranean coast, was sugar correspond- 
ing in all its properties to the sugar of com- 
merce, and he prepared laboratory specimens ' 
of this sugar. One of his pupils, however, 
Achard, was the first to prepare sugar on 
any large scale from the beet and the results 
of this discovery were announced in 1797. 
At this time it was found that the beet roots 



the matter. The history of the development 
of the sugar beet under the Napoleonic re- 
gime' is familiar to all. Thus we have the 
remarkable fact that what, at the beginning 
of the last century, was regarded as little 
mope than a scientific discovery, of no prac- 
tical value, has come to be one of the great- 
est factors in the world's commerce. 

It will be interesting in this discussion to 
review the progress which has been made in 
the last half century in beet sugar manufac- 
ture, as compared with similar progress 
made in the manufacture of cane sugar. In 
the following table are found the data show- 
ing the world's production of beet and cane 
sugar from 1853 up to the present time. It 
is only within a short time, viz., about 18 
years, that the amount of sugar produced 
from these two sources in the world was 
practically the same. Neither Maargraff, nor 
Achard, nor Napoleon in their wildest 
dreams of success could have looked for- 
ward to a time when the quatitity of sugar 
ma(le from the beet would equal, not to 
speak of surpassing, that made frofn sugar 
cane, yet this has now so long become an 
accomplished commercial fact that it no 
longer excites surprise and people calmly 
discuss the possibility of the total destruc- 
tion of the cane sugar industry as a* result 
of the continued development of that of the 
beet. 



SUGAR PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD— 1853-54 TO 1901-02. 
[in tons of 2,240 pounds.] 

Authority. 



Year. 


Cane. 


Beets. 


Total. 


1853-4 
1855-6 
1860-1 
1865-6 
1870-1 
1875-6 
1880-1 


1,277,000 
1,202,000 
1,292,000 
1,417,000 
1,663,000 
1,590,000 
1,911,000 


204.000 
241,000 
351,000 
627,000 
900,000 
1,343,000 
1,748,000 


1.481,000 ^ 

1,443,000 

1,643,000 

2,044,000 . 

2,463,00u 

2,933,000 

3,659,000 J 


1885-6 
1890-1 
1891-2 


2,289,900 
2.632,000 
2,652,000 


2,229,973 
3,642,000 
3,813,000 


4,511^,873 ^ 
6,274,000 V 
6,465,000 J 


1892-3 
1893-4 


3,040,486 . 
3,493,780 


3,428,515 
3,889,845 


6,469,001 \ 
7,383.625 / 


1894-5 
1895-6 
1896-7 


3,531.413 
2,969,811 
2,816,051 


4,792,630 
4,285,429 
4,915,759 


8,323,943 ^ 
7,255,540 
7,731,810 ) 


1897-8 


2,868,901 


4,872,173 


7,741,074 ) 


1898-9 
1899-1900 
1900-1 
1901-2 


3.095,450 
2,864,959 
3,502,390 
3,850,000 


5,014,572 
5,590,992 
6,145,858 
6.860,000 


8,110,022 ^ 
8,455,951 1 
9,648,243 \ 

10,710,000 



contained a little over 6 per cent of sugar 
and Achard announced that it would be pos- 
sible to prepare sugar from this source at a 
cost of not to exceed -6 cents a pound. By 
reason of the continental blockade, due to 
the Napoleonic wars, this discovery of 
Achard excited in BYance the liveliest inter- 
est and a commission of the French Acade- 
my of Sciences was appointed to investigate 



Bouchereau's *'The Louisiana Sugar Re- 
port," 1898-9, p. 127a. 



Willett and Gray's Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal, Sept. 24, 1891. 



Willett and Gray's Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal, Jan. 3, 1896. 

Willett and Gray's Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal, Dec. 2^ 1897. 

Willett and Gray's Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal, Nov. 15, 1900. 



Willett and Gray's Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal, Jan. 2, 1902. 



The above table shows an increase of 201 
per cent in the production of cane sugar In 
the last 48 years and an Increase of 3.263 
percent on the production of beet sugar. The 
world's crop has risen trom 1,481,000 tons to 
10,710,000, an increase of 637 per cent This 
data may be more strikingly shown in gra* 
phic form as is illustrated by the accompany- 
ing chart. 
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In view of the above marked disproportion 
in the rates of growth of the boet and sugar 
cane industries Jt may be asked whether the 
beet industry will not eventually drive the 
cane industry from the markets of the 
world? This question can only be fully 
answered by considering many of the fac- 
tors which will be developed later on in this 
paper. A part of the answer is based on the 
question, "are beet sugar and cane sugar 
identical?" The answer is "Yes, when chem- 
ically pure." There is, however, the great- 
est difference in the two sugars in the raw 
or unrefined state. I have here a sample of 
high polarizing cane sugar and one of beet 
sugar just as they come to the laboratory for 
examination. By arrangement between the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary 
of Agriculture the supervision of the polari- 
zations of sugars in the appraiser's labora- 
tories of Philadelphia, New York, and Boston 
is placed in my hands. Each day a sample 
of sugar froih eaeh of these laboratories is 
sent to the Bureau of Chemistry for compar- 
ative tests, and these two samples which I 
show are taken at random from those thus 
received, representing both the cane and the 
beet sugar. You will notice that the odor of 
the sample of cane sugar is aromatic, and 
agreeable, and its taste pleasant On the 
other hand, th-e sample of beet sugar has a 
disagreeable, soapy smell and a bitter taste. 
Such a sugar is wholly unsuued for domestic 
use, whije on the other hand the sample of 
cane sugar presented is peculiarly suited for 
some domestic purposes, namely, the baking 
of cakes which have a yellow color, etc. It 
also has special advantages for preserving 
purposes, for making jams, jellies and mar- 
malades. Thus if we grant that the rapid 
growth of the beet sugar industry is due to 
the natural advantages of the beet sugar as 
a sugar producing plant, it is still evident 



that cane sugar must always find a place In 
the markets of the world because of its spe- 
cial advantages for certain purposes. Even 
in the refined state it is possible to distin- 
guish su?ar which has come from the beet 
from that which has come from the cane. A 
sample of refined granulated beet sugar 
placed in a jar which it only partly fills and 
then stopped for some time will give the dis- 
agreeable odor above referred to when 
opened, although to a less degree. On the 
contrary a sample of refined granulated cane 
sugar will either give no odor or an agreea- 
ble one under similar conditions. 

Thus it may be said that the cane sugar 
industry will always exist and have a place 
in the markets of the world and these state- 
ments will receive corroboration when in the 
subsequent parts of this paper it will be 
brought out that the phenomenal growth of 
the beet industry is not due solely^ to the nat- 
ural advantages of this plant as a sugar pro- 
ducer but to the unnatural stimulus which it 
has received by reason of false fiscal condi- 
tions. 

AGHlcrLTlRVL AM) TECHNICAL TXTEBESTS IN- 
VOLVED IN THE PROOrCTION OF SUGAR. 

The beet sugar of the world, as is well 
known, is made almost exclusively in Europe. 
It is only within the last few years that the 
amount made in the United States has as- 
sumed commercial importance. Outside of 
Europe and the United States, the produc- 
tion of beet sugar may be regarded as of no 
significance whatever. It is true that within 
the last few years some sugar from beets 
has been made in Egypt, but not edough to 
influence in any way the world's markets. 
On the other hand, the production of sugar 
from cane has extended practically to all 
tropical civilized countries. It has also flour- 
ished in the sub-tropics as is evidenced by 
the industry in our Southern states, notably 



In Louisiana, Texas, Georgia and Florida. 
The sugar beet, as will be evident without 
reference to the maps of the country, is pre- 
eminent among sugar producing plants as 
having i eached its highest perfection in 
Northern latitudes. It is a plant which is 
remarkably susceptible to its environment, 
varying rapidly and radl9ally when subject- 
ed tp various climatic conditions. The na- 
ture of these variations and the particular 
conditions of environment which most influ- 
ence thB beet have been established by rigid 
scientific investigations. The result of the 
most recent of these investigation^ have been 
published as Bulletin 64, of the Bureau of 
Chemistry, of the E>epartment of Agriculture, 
marked exhibit A. This exhibit shows tiiat. 
in our country our best beets grow in North- 
ern latitudes. I also offer exhibit B, being 
Farmers' Bulletin No. 52, showing the proba- 
ble Southern limit of profitable beet culture 
in the United States, as indicated by a map 
in which the shaded band represents the 
limit referred to. All the area in this belt 
and north of it, where the conditions are 
favorable to culture, can be devoted, in part 
at least, to the production of sugar beets, 
remembering only that the northern limit is 
that which permits the ripening of the crop 
and its harvest before the advent of winter. 
The production of sugar in the beet is prac- 
tically a function of sunshine and so the 
higher we can go north in the summer time, 
the longer the hours of sunshine and the 
greater the production of sugar will be. In 
fact, it has been shown that the beet sugar 
industry does best when pushed as far north 
as will permit the growth and harvesting »of 
the crop before the freezes of winter set in. 
On the other hand, the cane sugar industry is 
one which flourishes to its best advantage in 
the tropics south of the freezing line. The 
sugar cane is a plant easily injured by frost 
and one i^liich is practically ruined by a 
freeze. In sub-tropical regions, therefore, the 
growth of sugar cane is attended with unusu- 
al difficulty due to the climatic condition, 
and thus those who grow sugar cane in such 
regions are handicapped by 'the environment 
making it difiicult for them to compete in the 
open market with tropical cane sugar. 

Mankind, as well as the sugar beet, is also 
subject to environment and is radically in- 
fluenced thereby. The history of the world 
shows that the temperate regions produce a 
race which is superior in all of its qualities 
to that which is produced in the tropics. 
Therefore, the sugar industry which is prac- 
ticed in the sub-tropics and In high northern 
latitudes becomes an industry of the ad- 
vanced and most developed human race, 
while that which is practiced in the tropical 
regions is an industry of a less advanced and 
less developed race. On the one hand we see 
applied to the industry, both in Its agricul- 
tural and technical management, the highest 
skill and the latest development of science, 
while on the other hand, we see the industry 
left to the chances of nature, requiring less 
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study, flourishing under natural conditions 
and thus existing without that scientific and 
technical control which is found in the tem- 
perate regions. 

It is, therefore, evident that in the sugar 
industry of the United States, we have con- 
ditions which are entirely > different from 
those of the tropical regions and conditions 
which require a more careful consideration 
and. more intimate study since they affect 
our own civilization in its higher develop- 
ment ^ 

In connection with the tablei given above, 
showing the relative increase of sugar pro- 
duced from the sugar eane and sugar beets, 
it will be interesting to study the table of 
sugar consumption in the United States. In 
188t, It was almost a million tons and the 
consumption for each year thereafter, up to 
the present time, is giveii in the following 
table in which is also stated the percentage 
of increase or decrease from year to year, 
the coasumptioA per head and the percent- 
age of increase or decrease from year to 
year for 20 years: 



both to the increase in the poptflatiom on the 
one hand and the average annual increase in 
consumption of about three pounds per head 
on the other. In ten years, therefore, the 
increase would produce in round numbers 
a consumption of three million tons in 1911. 
In twenty years from this time, the con- 
sumption, according to the same calculation, 
would a.mount to 3,780,000 tons, which rep- 
resent the consumption of sugar in the 
United States in 1921; or, in round numbers, 
four million tons. 

It may be said with reason* that it is not 
accurate to base consumption for so long 
a time upon a period so remote as 1881. The 
table shows that for the twenty years cov- 
ered therein tne average annual rate of in- 
crease of consumption was 4.45 per cent over 
the consumption of the previous year. In 
1911, according to this rule, the consumption 
would be 3,667,000 tons, instead of 8,000,000 
tons, as computed by the first method. In 
1921, according to the. same rate of annual 
increase, the consumption would be 139 per 
cent greater than at the present time. At 



; ^ CONSUMPTION OF SUGAR IN THE UNITED STATES 1881-1901. 

(From Willett and Gray's Statistical Trade Journal, Jan. 2, 1902.) 

— Per Capita- 
Increase over Increase over 
Year. Tons. previous year %. Pounus. previous year % 

1881 993,532 ♦44.2 

1882 1,061,220 6.8 ♦44.8 9.5 

1883 1.170,375 10.3 ^51.1 5.6 

1884 1,252.366 7.0 51. (decrease) 0.2 

1885 1.254,116 0.14 49.95 (decrease) 2.1 

1886 1.355.809 8.11 52.55 6.2 

1887 1,392.909 2.73 53.11 1.7 

1888 1.457,264 4.62 54.23 2.2 

1889 1,439,701 1.21 (decrease) 52.64 2.9 

1890 1,522,731 5.80 54.56 3.6 

1891 1.872,400 22.96 67.46 23.6 

1892 1,853.370 1.102 (Decrs.) 63.76 (decrease) 5.5 

1893 1,905,862 2.83 63.83 1.1 

1894 2,012,714 5.08 (decrease) 66.23 (decrease) 4.6 

1895 1,949,744 3.27 (decrease) 64.23 (decrease) 3.6 

18»6 1,940,086 0.53 60.9 (decrease) 5.2 

1897 2,070,978 6.79 63.5 4.3 

1898 2.002,902 3.29 (decrease) 50.29 (decrease) 5.0 

1899 2,078,068 3.75 61.0 1.1 

1900 2,219.847 6.82 66.6 9.2 

1901 2,372,316 6.87 bi/.7 4.7 

Total for 20 years 138.77^^ 57.6;^ 

Average per annum 6.94^^ 2.88 

Yearbook, 1898. p. 722. 
♦♦Based on the consumption for 1881. The mean increase in annual consumption 

over each previous year is 4.45 per cent. 



This table shows that the total percentage 
of increase in consumption in the United 
States for the twenty years, beginning with 
1881, Is 138.77, and the average increase per 
year 6.94 per cent. The consumption per 
capita has increased during the same period 
57.69 per cent, showing an average yearly 
increase of 2.88 per cent. These data are 
extron\ely valuable in enabling us to com- 
pute the probable consumption of sugar in 
the United States at any not too remote fu- 
ture period. It is fair to assume that if 
conditions remain practically as they are. 
there will be an average annual increase of 
7 per cent in the consumption over 1881, due 



this rate of increase, the consumption in 
1921 would be 5,667,000 tons. It is quite 
probable, however, that a geometrical rate of 
increase would not be maintained, and per- 
haps the nearest approximation we can make 
to the actual consumption would be a mean 
between the two methods of computation. 
This would make the probable consumption 
in 1911, 3,333,500 tons and in 1921, 4,723,50p 
tons. 

It will be interesting in regard to the above 
data to compare them with some of the prin- 
cipal beet sugar producing countries of EJu- 
rope. The consumption per capita in France 
is 36.9 pounds, in Germany 33.9, in Holland 



32.4, in Belgium 23.3, in Austria 17.6, and in 
Russia 14 pounds. It is thus seen that the 
great sugar producing countries 6f Europe, 
upon the whole, use Just about one- 
third as much sugar per head of population 
as is consumed in the United States. It is 
evident that the necessity for a foreign mar- 
ket in Europe is a very great one, especially 
in those countries oi Europe where the pro- 
duction is enormously in excess, as is true 
in the three great sugar producing countries 
of Germany, AustriarHungary and France. 

The reasons of this smaller consumption 
are not diflicult to discover. In the first.place, 
the people of those countries, as a rule, are 
not so well to do as they are in our own coun- 
try &ud hence do not have so much money to 
spend for an article of food which still. In 
some parts of Europe, perhaps, is consid- 
ered a luxury rather than a necessily. The 
more efficient reason, however, is found in 
the fact that by the system of taxation, which 
will be explained further on, in those coun- 
tries, the price of sugar for domestic con- 
sumption is raised enormously above the 
cost of production, while these same coun- 
tries ofTer their sufear to foreign countries at 
a price certainly not above the cost of pro- 
duction and sometimes even under that cost 
This subject will be discussed again in a sub- 
sequent part of this paper. 

THE COST OF PRODUCING SUGAB FBOM CANE AKD 
BEETS IN THE UNITED STA.TES. 

An important question, brought before 
the committee at the present time, is. What 
does it cost to make sugar in differeot parte 
of the world? This is a question which 
thei-e is a great deal of conflicting testi- 
mony. All the factors which enter into the 
industry, of course, have to be considered, 
and it Is almost Impossible to obtain the 
exact data in all cases. It appears from a 
great deal of the evidence which has been 
brought forward that sugar production has 
ceased to be a paying industry. The evi- 
dence which was submitted by the sugar 
Interests favoring reciprocity and published 
as hearings before the Committee of Ways 
and Means, under date of January 15 and 
16, 1902, Is to the effect that at present 
prices, sugar production has ceased to be 
profitable in Cuba. 

The German sugar producers have the 
same complaint to make of Iheir own in- 
dustry. In a review of the world market 
for sugar, the Centralblatt fur die Zucker- 
industrie, published in Magdeburg, Jan. 3, 
1902, says: "No one shede a tear for the old 
year, since it brought severe losses to the 
trade, only disappointments to sugar beet 
agriculture and a depression in the price of 
raw sugar which means ruin for a number 
of factories. As concerns the new year, es- 
pecially in view of the uncertainty of the 
future of our trade policy which exercises 
a paralysis on our spirit of enterprise, we 
dare not base too great hopes." 

The sugar production interests in the 
British tropical colonies are absolutely upon 
the verge of ruin, as Is shown by the testi- 
mony before the Royal Commission. (See 
reports of West India Royal Commissidn, 
Vols. 1 to 3 inclusive, entitled "Minutes of 
Pi-oceedings, Report of Evidence and Copies 
of Certain Documents,*' printed by order of 
Parliament, in 1897, by Eyre and Spottls- 
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woode. The docaments are marked C-86$5, 
08656, 08057 and C-8669.) 

In the testimony which is presented hy 
the beet eugar makers of Michigan, in a 
circular which was offered to the commit- 
tee, on page 10, liae 241, it is stated that the 
total cost of mjaking 100 pounds of refined 
sugar Is 14,682. At the same time the sell- 
ing price of sugar in Michigan id stated to 
be $4,463 per 100 pounds. According to this 
showing, the Michigan beet sugar growers 
are losing $.219 per 100 pounds. 

In the testimony of the Louisiana sugar 
planters, Col. Hill said: "We cannot make 
sugar in liouisiana for leas than 3^ cents 
a pound," and he showed that the prioe re- 
ceived for the sugar was 3-16 of a cent less 
thanliie price of the same sugar in New 
York. Thus at the ruling price of raw su- 
gar in New York, which, dairing January, 
has been about 3% cents a pouu'd, the ac- 
tual price received by the Louisiana .people 
was almost exactly the actual coot of pro- 
duction, leaving no margin of profit what- 
ever. 

All this testimony coming from all quar- 
ters of the sugar producing world shows 
that the sugar industry, at the present time, 
barely exists or is positively on the road to 
Iwaikruptcy. 

Perhaps the most reliable data, in regard 
to the actual cost of beet sugar in the 
United States, are contained in the Census 
Bulletin No. 59, issued March 7, 1901, which 
is presented as Exhibit C in connection 
with this paiper. The data which this bul- 
letin contains were obtained under direc- 
tions which I prepared and by one of my 
as3ista;nts, Dr. G. L. Spencer, who, perhaps, 
is the best posted sugar expert In tiie United 
States. Dr. Spencer personally visited ev- 
ery factory and thus represents as nearly 
as possible the truth in this mart^ter. This 
bultetin shows that the average richness in 
sugar of the beets grown in the United 
States, during the census year, ended May 
31, 1900, was 14.5 per cent, and the coefla- 
cient of purity is meant the percentage of 
sugar found in the total solids in the juices 
of the beets. The coeflftcient of purity is a 
most important factor in calculating the 
yield of beets in refined sugar per ton. The 
higher the coefficient of purity the greater 
the percentage of sugar contained in the 
beets, which is finally secured in a mer- 
chantable form. The coefficient of purity of 
the beets grown in the United States is al- 
most at the lowest limit permissible for good 
results in manufacture. In other words, a 
coefficient of purity less than 80 is considered 
extremely poor. 

In regard to the actual cost of beets, or 
rather the amount paid to the farmers 
therefor, the census bulletin shows that it 
amounts to $4.39 per ton of two thousand 
pounds. This includes the price of beets in 
New York, which, by the bounty law of that 
state, must be $5.00 per ton. The price 
paid for beets in most parts of the United 
States is on a sliding scale, being $4.00 per 
ton of 2000 pounds for beets containing 12 
per cent of sugar, with about 3 1-3 cents In- 
crease for each tenth of a per cent of sugar 
a1x)ve 12 and a corresponding decrease for 
each tenth of a per cent below 12. 

In regard to the yield per acre it is seen 
that during tbe census year 135,305 acres of 
beets were planted in the United States, 
yielding 794,658 tons. This is a yield of 
5.8 tons per acre. ' A considerable percent- 
age of the total acreage planted to beets was 
not harvested so that the yield per acre of 
harvested beets was somewhat greater than 
that mentlanedv The actual number of 
acres harvested was 105,175 and the aver- 
age yield of beets per ton of 2000 pounds 
was nearly exactly 8 tons per acre. The 



quantity of sugar made from these beets 
was 161,474,100 pounds, or 203 pounds of 
sugar per ton of beets. Pure granulated 
sugar formed 72 i)er cent of iJhe total of this 
output and 28 per cent was low grade sugar, 
only suitable for refining. The average po- 
larization of this low grade sugar Is not 
given In the c^isus returns, but we know 
by experience it was probably below 90. If 
we place it at 90, it is seen that the total 
amount of pure sugar recovered from 2000 
pounds of beets was considerably less than 
200 pounds, probably not more than 190 
pounds. 

The testimony of the Michigan people is 
that they are getting about 9 tons of beets 
per acre. 

With all the reliable data which are 
available, I would say: 

1. The average yield per acre of beets In 
the United States does hot reach ten tons. 

2. Our farmers for the most part are 
growing beets without any fertilization, and 
It is not likelv that the average will be In- 
creased until fertilizers are abundantly sup- 
plied and more scientific forms of agricul- 
ture practiced. 

3. It is almost Impossible to determine 
just what the farmer's expense in growing 
a crop of beets is, as it is hard to estimate 
his labor and that of his own people and 
farm animals. 

The actual cost of the production of beets 
in this country, where fertilizers are not 
used, may be confldently stated as not less 
than $30 per acre. 

The cost of manufacturing the beets Is 
better known, ibecause the data are more 
easily accessible. In the manufacture In . 
the census bulletin, there were used the 
following quantities of materials: 

Limestone, 64,805 tons. 

Coke, 7,519 tons. 

Sulphur, 149 tons. 

Barrels, 90,985. 

Sacks, 1,342,649. 

Coal, 109,235 tons. 

Oil, 7,017,079 gallons. 

Wood, 3,459 cords. 

In the manufacture of these beets the fol- 
lowing expenses were incurred: 

Paid for beets $3,485,320 

For fuel 453,030 

Milling supplies 18,933 

Freights 369,070 

All other materials 477,437 

Salaries and wages 1,448,882 

Miscellaneous expenses 451,361 

Total $6,704,029 

The above represents the actual expense 
of manufacturing 794,658 tons of beets, 
yielding products which are valued at $7,- 
323,857. This shows an apparent profit on 
•manufacture of $619,828 on an invested cap- 
ital of $20,958,519, which represents almost 
exactly 3 per cent of money invested. No 
account has been taken, however, of the 
deterioration of the plants known as wear 
and tear and repairs. This on a capital of 
$20,000,000 would be at least 10 per cent, 
or $2,000,000. If this be taken into consid- 
eration, the apparent profit of 3 per cent on 
the manufacture vanishes. 

Now, while it is doubtless true that a few 
of the factories during the census year made 
profits, it is perfectly evident, from a crit- 
ical study of the only reliable data which 
we have on the subject, that for the whole 
sum invested, after allowing for wear and 
tear, there was a deficit instead of a profit. / 
We readily grant that the census year, viz, 
the year ended May 31, 1900, was not a most 
favorable one, from an agricultural point of 
view. In fact, if this assumiption is not 
made it is evident that the beet sugar in- 



dustry of the United States i^ not on a pay- 
ing basis. But granting this point. It is 
clearly seen that, taken as a whole, the pro- 
fits made 'by the farmer In growing the 
beets are not greater than the character of 
his labor and' the expenses connected there- 
with would warrant. 

The above data show that the total num- 
ber of poi^nds of beet sugar made was I6l>- 
474,100, which would make the actual cost 
of sugar 4.15 cents a pound. It may be 
safely stated, therefore, that the minimium 
cost of the production of beet sugar in the ^ 
tJnited States, up to the present time, has ' 
not been less than 4 cents a pound. 

The cost of making beet sugar is slightly 
greater than that of cane sugar, and this is 
easily explained w!hen it is considered that 
the process of manufacture of beet sugar is 
more complicated by far and more expensive 
than that required lor cane sugar. 

The actual price paid for foreign sugars 
delivered in New York is easily obtained by 
deducting from the market price the amount 
of duty which is collected. To the amount 
of duty must be added the countervailing 
duties on sugars Imported from Germany, 
Austria, Russia and France, and other coun- 
tries paying bounties on ^exported sugars* 

EUROPEAN SUGAR BOUNTIES. 

One of the points which I was asked to 
present af completely as possible to the 
committee, is the subject of the European 
sugar bounties; what they are, how they 
are paid, what effect they have upon tfie 
Industry, both in Europe and in this coun- 
try, and what methods are employed' for 
neutralizing their effects. 

The German law now in force, with very 
slight modifications, became effective on 
-May 29, 1896. The sections which, are of 
importance in regard to the bounties are 
as follows: 

Section 77. When sugar in quantities of 
at least 500 kilograms is exported, or depos- 
ited in public or private warehouses under 
official control (bonded warehouses), and 
not intended for domestic consumption, it i^ 
entitled to the following direct premiums: 

(a) Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent 
purity, and refined sugar under 98 per cent 
purity, 2.50 marks per 100 kilograms (0.269 
(0.383 cent per pound). 

(b) Loaf sugar and all sugar In pure 
white blocks or cubes of at least 99.5 per 
cent purity, 3.55 marks per 100 kilograms 
(0.383 cent pel- ound). 

(c) For all other sugars of at least 98 
per cent purity 3.00 marks per 100 kilo- 
grams (0.324 cent per pound). 

Section 79. The Bundesrath is author- 
ized to lower or abolish the above premiums 
when other countri^ paying bounties on 
exported beet sugar lower or abolish them. 

Section 80. The tarifiE on imported sugars 
of all kinds, solid and liquid, is 40 marks 
per 100 kilograms (4.32 cents per pound). 

The French law now in force bears date 
of April 7, 1897, and was promulgated in 
the "Journal Official" of April 8, 1897. Its 
provisions relating to direct bounties on 
exported sugars are these: 

(a) Unrefined sugars, granular or in small 
crystals, of at least 98 per cent polarization 
for beet sugars, and 97 per cent for colonial 
cane sugars, the polarization being made 
before the deduction of loss during refin- 
ing, receive a bounty of 5 francs per lOO 
kilograms (0.36 cent per pound) of pure 
sugar contained therein. When, however, 
sugars of this category are so pure that they 
polarize not less than 99.75 per cent, they 
are entitled a/t their full weight to the rate 
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of bounty enjoyed by exported unrefined 
sugrars. 

(b) Raw sugars polarizing from 65 to 98 
per cent for beet s-ugars and from 65 to 97 
per cent for colonial cane sugars receive for 
each 100 kilograms of pure sugar contained 
therein, '3 fran»cs '50 centimes (0.31 cent per 
pound). 

(c) Rock crystal sugars (candied sugars) 
are entitled to a 'bounty, of 4 francs 50 cen- 
times (0.39 cent per pound) per 100 kilo- 
grams of pure sugar. 

(d') Refined sugars in loaves or blook», 
perfectly white, hard, and dry, 4 francs 50 
centimes per 100 kilograms (0.39 cent per 
pound ) . 

(e) Powdered sugars, for each lOO kilo- 
grams of pure sugar therein, 4 francs, 50 
centimes (0.39 centn per pound). 

(f) 'Refined sugar in grains or crystals 
poiarizing at least 98 per cent, 4 francs per 
100 kilograms (0.36 "cent per pound). When 
the sugars of this last category polarize 
99.75, they will be considered as pure re- 
fined sugars and will be entitled to a bounty 
at their full weight without any deduction 
whatever. 

It is imiwrtant to note in connection with 
these laws, especially the French, that in- 
direct bounties on export sugar are secured 
by a duplex system of taxation, a tax on 
the domestic industry, and one on importa- 
tions. In all the sugar-production coun- 
tries of Europe the domestic sugar ^industry 
s is highly taxed. In each of these, however, 
the duties levied on importations are in- 
variably higher than the tax, on domestic 
production. The object of this is to secure 
the consumption of domestic sugars, am4 
practically to exclude those of foreign origin. 
The wisdom of such a fiscal policy cannot 
be discussed here. 

On December 12, 1898, the Secretary of 
the Treasury issued his instructions for col- 
lecting countervailing duties against sugars 
Imported from France and Germany as fol- 
lows: 

FRANCE. 

Raw sugars of the standard of 65 to 98 
per cent for beet-root sugars, or of 65 to 97 
per cent for French colonial sugar per 100 
kilograms of refined . sugar, 100 per cent, 
francs 10.82. 

Sugar candies calculated at their legal 
equivalent, per 100 kilograms, effective 
weight, francs 11.51. 

Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, clear, 
har^, and dry, per 100 kilograms, effective 
weight, francs 11.51. 

Raw and refined sugars in grains or crys- 
tals of a minimum standard of 98 x)er cent, 
francs 11.17. 

The output -of refined sugar from raw is 
calculated by deducting from the polariza- 
tion of the raw sugar twice the glucose, 
four times the ashes, and IV2 per cent for 
loss in refining. 

GERMANY. 

On raw sugar at least 98 per cent polar- 
ization and on refined sugar under 98 per 
cent and at least 90 per cent, 2.50 marks 
per 100 kilograms. 

On candy amd sugar in white, hard loaves, 
blocks, crystals, etc., at least 99% per cent, 
3.55 marks per 100 kilograms. 

On all other sugars at least 98 per cent, 3 
marks per 100 kilograms. 

The countervailing duties on German su- 
gar, as published by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, were taken directly from tjie Oer- 
man law. In regard to the French bounties, 
the calculations have evidently been based 
upon the actual yield in refitted sugars as 



determined by the statistics of the Industry 
in France. 

In order that a governmen't may be en- 
abled to pay either a direct or an indirect 
bounty, the funds mu0t necessarily be ob- 
tained by a tax on the sugar consumed. All 
fiscal legislation which provides for direct 
or ifldirecft bounties must, therefore, be 
based on a tax on the consumption; and the 
tax must be proportionate to the magnitude 
of such consumption. It is evident that the 
funds available for this indirect bounty de- 
pend upon the ratio between the total pro- 
duction and consumption. In 'France the 
selling price of sugar for domestic consump- 
tion is determined by the duty on imports. 
If the manufacturer could dispose of his 
total product, for home consumirtion, the 
amount of profit would be equal to the dif- 
ference between the internal tax plus cost 
of production and the tarift on foreign su- 
gars. Now, if to this profit we add that 
accruing from the excess of the actual over 
the legal yield (7.75 per cent of pure sugar), 
we shall see that the manufacturer has two 
great sources qt revenue, viz: (1) the differ- 
ence between the internal and the tarift 
taxes; ,and (2) the rebate in internal tax 
arising from the excess of yield; this re- 
bate alone being regarded as the true boun- 
ty. The total amount of sugar yielded in 
excess of that teed by law varies with the 
richness of the beet in saccharine matter, 
and the efllciency of the process of manufac- 
ture; consequently only an approximate es- 
timate of the profits obtained in this way 
can ibe made. 

The excess of production over consump- 
' tion must either be carried as stock on hand 
or exported. The immediate purpose of the 
direct premium is to force this surplus into 
the export trade by offering it to other sugar- 
eating nations at less than cost price, or at 
least at a price lower than that of rival 
dealers. The producer in the country' 
whence the sugar is exported not only "pays 
the freight," but also makes a contribution 
to the family expenses of the purchaser. 
Fortunately, In the United States, taxes are 
not yet levied for the support of private 
families in other countries. 

The effect of the premium on exports of 
sugar is two-fold. In the first place it stim- 
ulates domestic production in the country 
in which the premium is paid, by securing 
a larger market for the sugar produced. The 
high taxes in Oontinental countries restrict 
the home consumption, and, unless an out- 
let be found, the limit of the industry is 
soon reached. By reason of the high prem- 
ium received, exporters are enabled to un- 
dersell in "the markets of the world those 
whose sugars are grown without the stimu- 
lus of a direct or indirect bounty. In the 
second place, the effect of the premiums on 
exported sugar is to cheapen its cost to the 
consumers in non-producing countries, 
whereby the consumption in those countries 
is increased. The effect of the bounties is 
seen chiefly in England, which, in propor- 
tion to its population, is the largest sugar 
consuming country in the world. England 
until lately levied no import duty on sugar; 
consequently, the price of sugars in the 
London market was not subject solely to 
the law of supply and demand, but was 
cheapened in direct proportion to the amount 
of premiums paid by Continental countries. 
The result has been one of which, upon the 
whole, the English people have had no rea- 
son to complain in so far as the price of 
sugar is concerned. But, on the other hand, 
the English sugar refiners and the British 
sugar-producing colonies have 'been prac- 
tically ruined by 'the Oontinental system of 
bounties. Indeed, so great has been the dis- 



tress preduced thereby thait, on various oc- 
casions, Parlianlent has seen fit to investi- 
gate the subject; and parliamentary commit- 
tees, have not only debated upon it in Lon- 
don, but one such committee ^as recently 
visited all the principal colonial centers of 
sugar production. 

I call particular a;ttention of the commdi- 
tee to the quotation below from an article 
written by me five years 'ago, before the 
contingency which now faces the commit- 
tee was ever thought of. The quotation te 
as follows: 

"In this country the effect of the CJontin- 
ental bounties is beginning to be seriously 
felt; and the situation has lately been ren- 
dered more acute by reason of the difficulties 
in Cuba, which island in the past has been 
our natural source of supply. The war has 
reduced the Cuban production, in round 
numbers, from 1,000,000 tto 100,000 tons: and, 
by reason of the great plethora of sugar in 
Continental Europe, caused 'by the applica- 
tion of the bounty system, almost the whole 
of this deficit has been drawn from beet- 
sugar-producing countries. It is safe to say 
that, at the present rate of consumption, 
our annual importation of beet sugar 
amounts to 800,000 tons, an increase of 700,- 
000 tons in thi-ee years." 

I will add the following quotation from 
the same article, ,since it is the expression 
five years ago, of my opinion, which has not 
undergone any change in the meantime, ex- 
cept that of becoming more firmly rooted. 

'"The problem of foreign sugar bounti^ 
should not be difficult to solve. The nature 
and amount of these bounties, in the two 
principal sugar-producing countries of Eu- 
rope, have been pointed out. 

"Unless the other sugar-producing coun- 
tries of the world take some restrictive ac- 
tion, it is hard to say wh^re the policy which 
is now controlling European producers will 
lead them. Instead of diminishing we see 
the premiums on exports increasing. France 
has met the direct bounty offered by (Jer- 
many, and is prepared to go further. Other 
sugar-producing countries in Ehirope are 
clamoring for the same degree of support 
furnished by Germany and Fran*ce. Unless 
an end is put to this merry war, it may go 
on until sugar can be delivered in London 
at simply the cost of transportation,, or at a 
still lower Hgure. 

"It is not my purpose to discuss here the 
disa'5»troui5 effects which such a course will 
eventually produce among Continental na- 
tions of Europe. It is sufficient to consider 
it in relation to our own policy, in order to 
ascertain how it will affect our interests." 

"It is certain that the laws now govern- 
ing the sugar industry in Europe, unless 
met by proper countervailing duties, will 
check and eventually destroy that depart- 
ment of our agricultural industry which is 
so eagerly turning its attention to the pro- 
duction of sugar." 
Forum, July, 1897. 

The Brttish delegates to the sugar con- 
ference, which met at Brussels in 1892, In" 
their report to Parliament, C-8938, Commer- 
cial No. 1898, made the following summary 
in regard to the matter: 

We do not consider it to be any part of 
our duty to discuss the economic aspects of 
the sugar (bounty question, either In its 
bearing upon the United Kingdom or upon 
the British colonies. This branch of th© 
subject has already received the careful con- 
sideration of Her Majesty's government; 
but having given above a brief outline of 
the proceedings of the Brussels sugar con- 
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fereace, we deelre to offer tlie foUowing gen- 
eral obeervatlons ' ux>on the present posi- 
tion of tbe question from the International 
point of view: — 

Austria-Hungary, Oermany, Belgium, aoid 
Holland desire to effect a complete abolition ^ 
of the bounties, and no opposition to an ar- 
rangement to this effect is to be appre- 
hended from Spain and Sweden. Prance, 
however, whilst willing to aboUah the direct 
bounty on export under her law of 1897, 
wishes to retain the advantage of the indi- 
rect expoBt bounty created by her internal 
law of 1884; and Russia declines even to dis- 
cuss whether her existing eyetem amounts 
to a bounty on exx>ort or not 

(Germany grants only a direct export 
bounty, which is, roughly speaking, about 
equal in amount to the direct export bounty 
granted under the French law ol 1897, and 
although sugar can be produced cheaper in 
Germany than in France, it Is not to be ex- 
pected that Grermany will consent to abolish 
the whole of her bounty whilst France re- 
tains that created by lier law of 1884, which 
l8 about three times as much as the direct 
export bounty granted under her law of 
1897. Austria-Hungary, on the other hand, 
contends that the Russian system does In 
fact amount to the grant of a bounty on ex- 
portation, and as Russia Is her chief com- 
petitor in the sugar nmrkets of Italy and 
the Levant, the Austro-Hungarian govern- 
ment are not prepared to abolish their boun- 
Uea unless some modification can be oO> 
tained in the Russian system. 

It seems clear that in these circumstances 
there are but two methods of securing the 
suppression of the bounty system: 

1. By coming to some arrangement for 
such modifications or limitation in the 
French and Russian systems as may be ac- 
ceptable to the other sugar-producing states, 
in return for the suppression of their boun- 
ties; and 

2. By the conclusion of a convention be- 
tween a certain number of the sugar-pro- • 
ducliig states providing for the total sup- 
pression of sugar bounties within their do- 
minions, and engaging that they will either 
impose countervailing duties on, or prohibit 
the entry of, bounty-fed sugar coming from 
states which can not be induced to become 
parties to the convention. 

The market of the United States is already 
rendered unprofitable by this means to all 
bounty-fed sugar. All the Continental sugar- 
producing states, by means of customs duties 
and internal legislation, reserve the entire 
supply of the home market to the home pro- 
ducer of sugar; and the English, and to a 
rapidly increasing extent the Indian, market 
thus becomes essential for the surplus sugar 
production of the European countries. Any 
steps by whi<A these markets might be 
ckised to bounty-fed sugar must therefore 
have a decisive effect in securing the speedy 
abolition of the bounty system. 

That system is, however, now felt to press 
heavily on the economic resources of those 
states which have recourse to it, and it is 
not impossible that a further exchanger of 
views mav lead to some concessions by 
Prance and Russia which would form the 
basis of a general arrangement acceptable 
to all the sugar-producing states, as at least 
a mitigation of the unsatisfactory system 
which at present prevails. If no solution 
can be obtained, It Is possible that a still 
worse state of affairs may result by the in- 
crease of bounties In various countries. 

Another international conference in rela- 
tion to sugar bounties Is now in session at 
Brussels. The English delegates have at 
last awakened to the necessity of doing 



something for their own colonies and, fol- 
lowing the example set by the United 
States, are proposing to establish oounter- 
vailing duties upon bounty-fed sugar im- 
ported into Great Britain, equivalent In 
magnitude to the bounties both direct a;|id 
indirect wliich such sugars receive. This Is 
rendered all the miore easy, because since 
the last congress Eingland, for the purpose of 
raising revenue, has laid an import duty 
upon sugar equal to about one cent per 
pound, a duty which it is seriously contem- 
plating to raise at the present session of 
Parliament. Thus, at last, the English 
Parliament sees its way clearly to doing 
something for its own tropical possessions, 
by doing what simple justice has long de- 
manded, viz, protecting her own markets, 
at least to the extent of the absolute boun- 
ties paid, in the Interests of her own colon- 
ial producers. 

It is evident from the above discussion of 
the bounty system, and also from the amount 
•of countervailing duties levied by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, under the law, against 
such sugars, that the actual price of raw 
sugars in the markets of the world is to-day 
at nearly five-tenths of a cent below Its le- 
gitimate limit, due" solely to the bounties 
w^ich have been paid. Thus the abolition 
of these bounties by international agreement 
or their practical abolition by reason of the 
United States and Great Britain levying a 
countervailing duty against tjhem, would be 
equivalent to raising the price of raw sugars 
nearly half a cent a pound and thus afford- 
ing in a far more effective manner than that 
proposed «before this committee, some alle- 
viation to the producers of sugar not only in 
the United States but also in Cuba. 

THE KABTEL. 

Another difliculty which the producers of 
raw sugar for legitimate markets have to 
contend with is the so-called "Kartel," lately 
formed in -Germany and Austria for the pur- 
pose of controlling the output of refined su- 
gars in those countries by fixing a mini- 
mum price which raw sugar sold for refin- 
ing for home consumption should receive. 
This combination is perhaps best described 
as what we know as a trust, and we are In- 
formed that it has among its members 95 per 
cent of all the raw sugar producers of those 
two great countries. The basis of this com- 
bination is the prohibitive customs tariff, 
which is laid upon sugars entering both 
Austria and Germany. For sugar Imported 
from foreign countries to Germany this pro- 
hibitive tariff amounts In round numbers 
to almost $100 per ton, which Is almost 5c 
per pound. 

In addition to this an excise duty is col- 
lected on sugar for home consumption, 
amounting to aboirt one-half this sum or 2^c 
per pound. Now it is this difference be- 
tween the excise tariff and tariff on impor- 
tation, which naakes It possible for the su- 
gar refiners of these countries to artificially 



raise the prices on sugar to home consum- 
ers. I 

It Is evident that this difference, amount- 
ing to 2%c (per pound, can be completely 
controlled by a combination, which prac- 
tically Includes all the sugar producers and 
sugar refiners. Under the "Kartel" the re- 
finers guarantee to the makers of raw sugar 
a price of 12.75 marks per 60 kilograms for 
home consumption. •Since a mark is almost 
exactly 24^, and 50 kilograms almost ex- 
actly 110 pounds, it Is not difficult to pro- ^ 
duce this price In pounds, viz: 2.78c per 
pound. Now, the difference between this 
price, and that which is paid at Magdeburg, 
as the regular market price for export, is a 
most remarkable one. 

From the Centralhlatt fur die Zuckerin- 
dustrie, published at Magdeburg, on the 11th 
day of January, 1902, I take fhe following 
quotation of the market price of sugars for 
export at that city on the 9th of January. 
This price on the 9tti of January at Magde- 
burg was 6.4a marks, wihile the price guar- 
anteed to the home consumer was 12.75. The 
difference between this price for export and 
the price guaranteed the seller of the sanj^ 
sugar for refining for htome consumption 
would represent the sum of all the bounties 
paid on the sugar. This difference is 6.35 
marks. The direct bounty on which we 
countervail is 1.25 marks. -To get the 
amount of indirect bounty which comes from 
the operation of the "Kartel" We simjply 
subtract the direct bounty on which we 
countervail; namely, 1.25, from the total 
bounty; namely 6.85, and we get as a result 
5.10 marks as the indirect >bonnty received 
by 110 pounds of sugar for export to the 
United States. Multiply this by 24 and di- 
vide by 11 gives 1.11c per pound. This is 
the apparent bounty due to the "Kartel" on 
the sugar exported, but the real amount of 
this bounty is only determined by consider- 
ing the ratio between the total production 
in Germany and the home consumption. 
Now all the estimates of German produc- 
tion agree in stating that it is almost three 
times the home consumption. Without go* 
ing into further calculations we may safely 
presume that the ratio of export to con- 
sumiption is as 2:1. Therefore the appar- 
ent bounty of 1.11c per pound must be di- 
vided by 3 to allow for the whole crop pro- 
duced in Germany, making a real bounty of 
.37c per pound. 

The effect of the "Kartel," therefore, is to 
pay an indirect bounty of nearly .4c per 
pound on every pound of raw sugar exported 
from Germany. Now the direct bounty on 
this sugar which is countervailed by our 
present law is .275c per pound. In order to 
fully protect our markets, however, the in- 
direct bounty must «be added to this, mak- 
ing a total bounty, which ^ould be coun- 
tervailed, of .675 cent per pound. 

This simple illustration will suffice to 
show, without going into further detail, the 
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effect of the "ELartel" tipon the "world >rlce According to the Journal des Fabricanta equal tier consumption, and the price of 
of sugar. de Sucre for 25th Decemiber, 1901, from sugar to the consumer ^would be the cost and 
On the faoe of the "Kartel" It would not June 1st, 1900, to December 1st, 1900, tatie profit of production and the margin between 
seem probable that the magnitude of the total sum extorted from the German peo- this sum and the Import duties on foreign 
bounty would be so great as represented pie by reason of the Kartel is 150,000,000 sugars. But it is evident from- the high 
above. On the let of June, 1900, when the francs or nearly f30,000,000! Of this sum bounty already existing in Germany, and 
''Kartel" went into effect it was not fore- about 110,000,000 has been paid to the pro- the rapid progress which her beet-sugar in- 
Been that the price of raw sugar would fall ducers and the rest has remain^- with the dustry is making, that the bounty arising 
to thie point it has now reached. For this refiners. from the "Kartel" will continue to increase 
reason the terms of the "Kartel" as origin- But the Jowrnal addis, *^But since It' (the rather than diminish. It is possible that the 
ally drawn did not guarantee a greater sum Kartel) has not yet paid over all the bounty cost of sugar to the consumer in Germany 
than 3.40 marks benefit to the maker of raw due the makers of raw sugar its <benefits are can be increased to the extreme limit of 
sugar. In other words should the price of superior to that figure. In faot the German the difference between the excise and im- 
paw sugar go below 9.35 marks per 50 kilos, refiner, like his brother in Austria, is the port tax; namely, 2%c. per pound, and if 
the loss would have to jbe borne <by the pro- principal hene/iciary of the Ka/rteV Appar- the "Kartel" should push its power as far 
ducer and not by the "Kartel." If for in- ently the sugar refiner is the same the world as this, the consumption of sugar in Ger- 
dtance raw sugar should sell for 8 marks over — and what may be said of him in one many would doubtless be greatly dimln- 
per 50 kilos — only 3.40 marks were abso- country is applicable to id omne genus. ished. At the same time the stimulus which 
lutely guaranteed instead of 4.75. Thus As a further proof that I have not placed this action would give to production by en- 
Irom the terms of the "Kartel" as at first the 'bounty due to the Kartel too high I will abling German producers to undersell all 
established the bounty to the producer could give the calculation of the Journal des Fal>- their competitors in the world markets would 
not exceed 3.40 marks per 50 kilos in any ricants de Sucre for January 1, 1902, "If we i^crease the output of sugar. 'Hius, the 
case. It seems perfectly certain, however, consider the bounty en hloc it can be said evil ' which the "Kartel" bounty produces 
that greater bounties have been correspond- that since the beginning of the Kartel, June tends to increase rather tlian diminish by 
ing to the unexpected decline in price pro- Ist, 1900, up to the end of November, 1901, ita own operation^ and this evil Infiuence 
dnced chiefiy by the operation of the "Kar- the extraordinary levy on consumption was ^ni continue to be felt more and more op- 
tel" itself. 158,898,750 francs. If we compare this sum jweseively nmtil the great ®ugar-consum- 
Por insbance on the 21st of last Novem- with the quantity of raw sugar exported jng nations of the world, namely, ESngland 
ber the price of German refined loaf sugar In during the same period, viz: 1,560, 804 tons, and the United States, take such concerted 
London was 10-6 per 100 kilos. Converting it is seen ttiat the Kartel has taxed German action as will at once and forever annilii- 
for convenience into marks— ^e have: industry 10 francs for every 100 kilos of late all forms of boun-ty. direct and indi- 

Marks. sugar exported. To this bounty must be rect. 

Price refined sugar in London! 20.62 added the direct premium on the quantity From the above resume it is seen that the 

f^^^i '^^'^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 20 00 ®^^<^^^^' viz: 46,824,120 francs, and the low price of sugar prevailing over the w^nole 

import duty ^ ^^^^^ bounty on the 1,560,804 tons amounts world is the result of two causes. The first 

\ Total 44.17 to 205,723,000 francs! It is objected to this is a perfectly legitimate cause, namely, the 

^^ , ' ^, , , .... ., ^^ statement that the books of the Kartel show cheapening of the price of production by the 

The legiUmate price of ^^^^ r^«^^^!^ that during ttie period named only 19,782,- appllcaUon of a scientific process of agrt- 

fore to German consumers <m that dajtej^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^. ^ ^^ ^^^ production of the raw mate- 

44.17 marks^ But ^^ l^l^^y^^^^ German ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^^^^ ^.^^ ^^^ ^^ application of a more perfect 

wholesale price fixed by the Kart^^ for us to know How this figure is established, technique in the factory, coupled with a 

date was 56.90 marks per 100 ^^^o^^ ^^^ .^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^^ remunerative disposition of by-products. 

56 9^0-44'l?=12 73 i^^^ l^tZ ^"^ ^^^ ^^'^' ^'^'' ^^^^ ''^^^^^^ '^°^ This kind of sugar cheapening is to be uni- 

^^#o Afi «« oojx >r^,r.Ar, ^«i^oi^r>+ *^ 1 QQ ^^^ ^^^^ o' calculatiou ludlcated by the versally commended, since it results alike 

or 13.06 per 220 pounds, equivalent to 1.39 ^^^^,^^ themaelves of the Kartel. It to the benefit of the sugar maker, and the 

""'^m^rii cents per pound the wholesale f^^?« l^'^ J^""^ ^^^ ^^^°^^« ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ «"^^^ ^^^«"°^^^- 

price of German loaf sugar in London and ® ® ^^^* The second cause for the low price of su- 
Magdeburg, Novemiber 21, 1901. It is a proper supplement to this argument gar is due to over-production resulting di- 
Price per pound in London, 2.22 cents. ^^ ^^ ^^^ *^® public and private cables rectly from the application of the direct and 
Price per pound in Magdeburg, €.02 cents. *^^°^ Brussels indicate that the English indirect bounty system, which has already 
The most striking effect of the operation representatives at the Conference now sit- been described. This is a form of cheapening 
of the Kartel is found in the relaUve effect *^°^ ^^ Brussels to discuss bounties, both sugar which is universally reprehensible, 
it has had on the price of refined sugars in <ilrect and indirect on sugars, h^ive stated since in the end it will prove disastrous both 
the London and Magdeburg markets. For ^^ '*^^« Conference, by authority of tieir to maker and consumer of this article, 
convenience this comparison is given in our government, that if these bounties are not The application of import duties on sugar 
currency for 110 pounds from the time the abolished, England will follow the lead of i^y various countries never tends to reduce 
Kartel first began to make itself felt in the '^^^ United States and will place a counter- the, price of sugar but always to raise it And 
world's markets, viz.: June, 1900, to 1901. vailing duty on sugars imported into Great hence the argument against a protective tar- 
Price granulated sugar per pound: Britain equivalent to both the direct and iff as the cause of a low price of sugar is 
London. Magdeburg. ^^^^^ect bounties which they have received, illogical and based upon an entire misap- 

June 1st, 1900 ?2.40 |6.07 It is evident that the magnitude of the prehension of facts. It follows as a logical 

December 1st, 1901 . . 2.10 6.82 'bounty due to the "Kartel" will always de- conclusion, therefore, that the people who 
No argument would be more convincing pend upon the ratio of production to con- come to this committee for a relief from 
than the above comparison. The Kartel has sumption in the countries where the "Kar- the price of low sugar should strike at the 
enormously raised the price of sugar to tel" exists. For instance, if Germany to-day true cause and not the false one, of the evil 
home consumers, viz: to the extent of 12.4 consumed as much sugar as the United of which they complain, 
per cent, and thereby has secured a corres- States, the "Kartel" would absolutely have In the case of Cuba, for instance, it is ad- 
ponding reduction in -Uie price to the Eng- no effect upon the price of export sugars, mitted that in former years the sugar in- 
lish consumer— viz: 12.5 per cent! because then her production would Just dustry was profitable in that Island, yet 



Digitized by 



Google . 



March 1, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



149 



import duties levied by the United States 
were in existence. The Cuban sugar planters 
were prosperous under the Spanish regime. 
Why do they not now lay their misfortunes 
to the breaking of the Spanish yoke? That 
seems ta be the only political and fiscal con< 
dition which has changed in the island. If 
it be true that their disasters have been 
as great as has been portrayed, and if we 
are seeking to benefit Cuba, let us lead her 
back to Spain and apologize to that coun- 
try for having spent hundreds of millions 
of dollars and thousands of lives for the 
purpose of bringing the whole Island to the 
verge of bankruptcy. 

When as a boy I studied logic I was cau- 
tioned particularly by the professor to avoid 
the error of non causa pro causa. This Is 
an admonition which the advocates of re- 
duced duties on sugar should talce to heart 
The cause of the trouble they are fighting 
is not in the tariff duties of the United 
States but is In the over-production of su- 
gar due to bounties granted by European 
cotmtries. Their cause should be pleaded 
in the parliaments of Europe not in that of 
America; their plaints should go before 
the Reichstag, the Bundesrath, and the 
Corps Legislatlf, and npt before the Amer- 
iean Congrress. 

The place to plead their cause Is before 
the Congress of Brussels not before the 
Ways and Means Committee of the Congress 
o( the United States. It Is Impossible to 

see where the granting of free sugar will 

help them In the least, as long as the con- 
dJtiiHis which threaten all sugar Industries 
of all countries continue to exist Under 
legitimate trade conditions demand and sup- 
ply regulate this matter. Take the bounties 
from sugar and one large crop overstocking 
the market will be neutralized by a short 
one and the equilibrium will be restored, and 
thus an average, fair remunerative price for 
raw sugar will be maintained throughout 
the world. 

Continue the bounty system and no reduc- 
tion of duty, no reciprocal favor will ever 
be able to establish the legitimate price for 
raw sugar. Hence all the arguments for 
reduction of the duties are based on false 
premises and absolutely fall when the props 
which are holding them are removed. 

Sir Neville Lubbock says that the customs 
duty on sugar imported into Germany is 
£20 per ton, whilst the excise duty is £10 
per ton. In the case where the production 
is in excess of the home consumption it Is 
thus possible, by Joint action on the part 
of all producers, to maintain a price of su- 
gar £10 per ton above the export price, plus 
the excise duty. Does this amount to an 
indirect export bounty such as can be taken 
in view by the Brussels Conference? 

Theoretically, where the customs duty ex- 
ceeds the excise duty, there are three con- 
ditions possible: 

1. The production may be below the In- 
ternal consumption. 



2. The production may be just equal to 
the Internal consumption. 

3. The production may be In excess of 
the internal consumption. 

1. In the first case no cartel would exist 
since the price would of necessity be the 
external price, plus the customs duty. This 
is now the case In the United States. 

2. In the second case, if the production 
was In one hand, clearly ;no combination 
would be necessary, provided that the one 
producer had no competition to fear, but 
this Is a state of conditions which nowhere 
exists. Obviously, If the profit was no more 
than that which is barely sufficient to keep 
the Industry going, there would be no com- 
petition; but, if the profit was In excess of 
this, competition would commence, and the 
production would, at once, become In excess 
of the consumption. This excess would have 
to be exported either with a dipiinished 
profit, or with a loss. The excess would 
and must (economically) go on Increasing 
until the amount of loss^ on the excess ex- 
ported, reduced the profit made by the por^ 
tlon of the production sold infernally to 
such a sum as, together with the profit, or 
reduced by the loss, on the export, was mere- 
ly sufficient to maintain the whole produc- 
tion. 

The profit fund derived from the Internal 
sales must be drawn upon to raise the profit, 
or to make good the loss, on the exported 
portion. 

It must be admitted that a producer who 
exports sugar below his cost of production, 
plus the necessary profit, and who receives 
from any fund a payment which recoups to 
him the difference between the export price 
and such cost of production, receives a 
bounty. 

8. The third case Is that which has 
arisen. Germany produces 2,100,000 tons 
and consumes about 750,000 tons. Theoret- 
ically, all we need say Is that she would 
not continue to produce this quantity, as a 
whole, unless the necessary profit, to which 
I have alluded, was received on the whole 
production. But, practically. It is k valua- 
ble object lesson. The present export price 
of German sugar Is £7 5 shillings per ton. 
The price of the same sugar for home con- 
sumption Is (exclusive of duty) £12 per ton. 
The cost of production, all round, may be 
taken at £9 per ton. The bounty on export 
sugar, irrespective of the cartel, may be 
taken at £1 5 shillings per ton. All these 
figures are approximations, but they are 
near enough for the present purpose. 

It will at once be seen that the exporter 
is losing 10 shillings per ton on all the su- 
gar he exports thus, price realized £7 5 shil- 
lings; add bounty, £15 shillings: together, 
£8 10 shillings; cost of production, £9; 
loss, 10 shillings^ 

On the other hand, he makes a profit of 
£3 per ton on what he sells internally, thus, 
price £12; cost of production, £9; profit, 
£3. 



Now, what Is the position of the industry 
,as a whole? We have 750,000 tons sold at a 
profit of £3, Is £2,250,000; and. 1,850,000 
tons sold at a loss of 10 shillings, Is £675,- 
000; net profit, £1,575,000, or about 15 shil- 
lings per ton on the whole production. 

It is evident here that the loss on the ex- 
port is paid for by the profit under the car- 
tel. 

It may be said that the cartel is after all 
a private arrangement with which the con- 
ference cannot interfere. But this is not 
so. The cartel is only possible under con- 
ditions "tchich the government only can ere- 
ate, viz., an appreciable difference betweeiv 
the customs duty and the excise duty, or a 
high customs duty and no excise. 

The remedy is that exporting Countries 
shall undertake that their customs duty 
shall not exceed their excise duty. In the 
case of any country which produces more 
of a commodity than it can consume and in 
consequence has an excess of production 
which must be exported, protective customs 
duties have no effect In raising the price to 
the consumer and thus operating as protec- 
tion, except in the ciise of a combination 
such as the cartel. If, therefore, they have 
any raison d'etre that raison d'etre can only 
be to make possible the formation of a car- 
tel. Hence, In such a case, the government 
is not only particeps criminis, but thefons 
et origo mali. x 

It is thus seen that unless some action Is 
taken to put an end to the cartel system, the 
abolition of direct government bounties 
might be quite nugatory; since, while abol- 
ishing the direct bounty with one hand, it 
would be easy to give an equivalent bounty 
with the other, by means of the cartel sys- 
tem. 



Personal. 



Mr. BenJ. H. Prlng, of the Oneida planta- 
tion in St. James parish, was at the St. 
Charles hotel on Sunday. Mr. Prlng is quite 
a frequent visitor to the city. 

Mr. B. W. Cook, a plantation manager of 
high reputation from West Baton Rouge par- 
ish, was in the city on a visit a few days 
ago. He was accompanied by his son. 

Mr. Stephen S. Eiger, who is the right 
hand man of the Leon Godchaux Company, 
Limited, in their well equipped laboratory 
at Reserve, favored us with an appreciative 
visit on Saturday last 

Mr. T. C. Glynn, one of the best sugar boil- 
ers that Louisiana has ever produced, was 
in to see us during the 'past week. Mr. 
Glynn usually goes to Cuba, but missed it 
this year. 

Mr. F. C. Marsh, of St Mary parish, was 
at the Commercial hotel during the early 
part of the week. Mr. Marsh has been iden- 
tified with the sugar industry for many 
years and is one of the very best men In it. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth and Mrs. Warmoth, 
of the Magnolia plantation on the lower 
coast were at the St Charles hotel on Mon- 
day last. The governor is getting ready to 
burn oil at Magnolia next year and his son, 
Mr. F. C. Warmoth is now actively engaged 
in making the necessary arrangements for 
this purpose. 
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At four ports in the United States to Feb. 19 Tons 88,236 

At four ports of Great Britain to Feb. 16 •• 183,060 

At Hayana and Mantazas to Feb. 18 '* 206,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 



Feb. 



a8, ipoj. 
-Sugar- 



Reoeiyed. 
Sold 



Hhds. 
172 
172 



Barrels. 
18,699 
18,494 



Molasses 

Barrels 
5,827 
5,827 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September 1,1901, 
to Feb. aS, 1902. 



Hhds. Barrels. 

Receiyed 2719 1,617,984 

Sold , 2719 1,562,266 

Ree^yed same time last year 4934 1,268,144 



Molasses 
Barreu. 

261,857 
261,857 
165.819 



Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



March 1, 1902.] 



Feb 28. 
RICE. 



^XTOH, perbbl. 
Clean, per lb. . . 

Head 

Straights . . . 

Screenings. . 

No.2 

Bran, per ton... 
Polish, pert6n. 
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WEQKLY MARKBT RQPORT. 



Feb. S2. 



>% 



"pebTST 



2 00@4 10 

2M(^33i. 

17 50(^18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Feb. 26. 



2 00@4 10 
6 @63^ 

13i@l% 
17 60^18 00 
22 50<^23 00 



Feb. ao. 



2 00@4 10 
5 @6^ 

17 fSbc^iS 00 
22 50@28 00 



Feb. 27. 



2 00@ 4 10 

17 50S18 00 
22 50(^23 00 



Feb. 28. 



2 00@ 4 10 
6 ®bX 

m®tK 

17 50^18 00 
22 53@23 00 



Same Day Last 
\ear 



2 U0@ Norn. 

Nominal 

Nominal 
13 U0(§ 14 00 
1900<8 20 00 



1902. 

Tone ot Market at 
ClOBe Of Week 



Roagh-^Steady. 
Qean— Steady. 



Received 
Sold 



Receipts and lalea at New OrlMuis for the week ending 
Feb. aS. 190a. 

SicKB Rough. Pqrs Clban. 

2,996 10,506 

1,137 19,471 



Recetpta at Mew Orleans from Aus. 1. 1901 to Feb. aS, 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough, pcts. Clbam 

This Year •• 994,587 216,045 

LastYear 792,629 117,859 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was steady at the end 
of the week with comparatively heavy re- 
ceipts. All offerings met with a prompt sale 
at full market prices. 

Molasses. 

Centrifugal molasses wad strong and some- 
what higher at the end of the week. Open 
kettle goods were nominal. 



Rice. 

The receipts of rough rice showed some 
improvement at the end of the week, but 
offerings were small as most of the arrivals 
were for local mills. Trading ~ was fairly 
active in clean rice but was confined to the 
better grades of Honduras. 



St. James^Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDBNCB.) 

EUtar Ltouisiana Planter: 

We have again had a spell of variegated 
weather during the past week, consisting of 
rain, mist, fog, strong winds, thunder 
storms, frosts and sunny weather. All these 
characteristics have been seen and felt in 
the lapse of seven days. Thursday and Fri- 
day were rainy, accompanied by strong 
northers. Saturday the sun worked its way 
through the clouds and we had the pleasure 
of a fine day, as wa9 Sunday also; but Sun- 
day afternoon a wind from a southerly di- 
rection arose and kept up until the sun went 
down, and this was only for a recess, as at 
about eleven o'clock at night one of the 
heaviest gales that ever blew in our section 
swept over us with great fury, tearing down 
whatever seemed to resist its strength. Hap- 
pily the casualties caused were not very 
many, stiU the few that occurred were very 
serious. At the Vacherie settlement things 
were badly done up, a sugar house belong- 
ing to Mr. Falgoust being blown down. Ac- 
companying this strong wind, a heavy rain 
fell, but by morning all traces of it had dis- 
appeared. Our inhabitants are still set back 
at least for a week in their work, as the 
land^ are now so thoroughly soaked that it 
will require several days of very dry weath- 
er to permit the resumption of cultivation, 
and although most of our planters require 
but a few days to terminate their planting, 



it may be several weeks yet before they 
reach the end, at the rate they are progres- 
sing at present. 

The state of the windrowed cane is splen- 
did, the leaves of the cane showing a rich 
yellow hue and full of life, and all fears to 
the effect that they had been badly damaged 
by the cold have subsided, and hopes for a 
fine crop have been received. 

Mr. E. Cherbonnier, of Helvetia plantation, 
leads among the planters who terminated 
planting their cane crop, and is now getting 
ready for the corn drop. He expected plant- 
ing about sixty acres this week, weather per- 
mitting. 

The rice planters are also making as 
much headway in tho preparation of their 
lands as possible. Mr. A. Roussel, of Wel- 
come plantation (Right Bank), a successful 
rice planter of our section, has leased a tract 
of land in Ibervile, where he is to make a 
rice crop. His son, Mr. Augustin Roussel, 
Jr., having charge of the crop. 

The property of Mr. Decareaux of Long- 
view Settlement, was recently purchased by 
Mr. E. J. Laiche for the sum of f 1,900. 

Mr. A. M. Melancon, a wel^known citizen 
of the third ward, has Joined Mr. Millet of 
Lutcher and formed a partnership in a livery 
and feed stable, undertaking etc., etc. He 
is soon to remove with his charming family 
to reside permanently in Lutcher. 

Convent. 



Personal. 



Many of our sugar planting friends will 
regret to learn of the death in Chicago on 
Feb. 17th of Andrew Magnuson, of the Amer- 
ican Hoist ft Derrick Company, who has 
been in Louisiana a great many times and 
has done a great deal of work on the sugar 
plantations installing and erecting the der- 
ricks sold by his firm. Mr. Magnuson was 
at work erecting a derrick in Chicago when 
one of the ropes got caught by a piece of 
coping stone on a near-by building. The 
rope dragged the stone off and it struck Mr. 
Magnuson on the head, his death resulting 
a few hours later. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of the Belle Grove 
plantation in Iberville parish, was registered 
at the Cosmopolitan hotel last Thursday. 

Mr. A. L. Seighortner, who was the man- 
ager of the Gramercy Sugar Refinery dur- 
ing the past year, was a guest of the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel one day last week. Mr. 
Seighortner is a thoroughly competent sugar 
house and refinery superintendent. 



Rice Notes* 

We note from the Rice Belt News that 
another big rice mill will be erected in 
Crowley, La. The mill, which will be the 
property of the Hunter Bros., identified with 
the large irrigating canal known as the Hun- 
ter Canal, will be built by Mr. A. Petty, and; 
will be fitted with the latest improved ma- 
chinery and have a capacity of 1,400 barrels 
per day, putting it on a par with the best 
mills of Crowley. 

The Grand Canal Company, officered by 
Messrs. McMurty, Duson and Hathaway, ^f 
Crowley, has purchased the Irrigating plant 
of the Jennings Irrigating Co., Ltd. , , . 

The Crowley Signal, In a recent issue, pro- 
posed the holding of a rice carnival in Crow- 
ley in the spring. ^ 

From the Queydan News of the 14th of 
February we learn that some enterprising 
rice farmers in that section have already 
commenced rice planting. 



Encourage Sugar aoe Pla iti ng. 

A Perry county farmer has just made a 
cleanup of one acre planted in sugar cane, 
and finds that deducting the cost of making 
the juice Into molasses, he has a profit of 
fl75 coming to him off the plat of ground. 
A Rankin county farmer last year, probably 
under more favorable soil conditions, cleared 
something over $390 per acre on this pro- 
duct. We have time and again called atten- 
tion of the farmers of this section to the ^ 
handsome profits to be had from the cane 
crop, Dut thus far the raising of the sweet 
plant has not become general. There is a 
demand all the year for open pan country 
molasses, and six out of twelve months it 
is almost Impossible to obtain the syrup at 
the stores. The few farmers who do make 
some molasses for sale find a demand for all 
of it they can spare, but as yet none of them 
have turned attention to the crop on an ex- 
tensive scale. Several thousand more gal- 
lons of homemade syrup can be sold in this 
city alone next year, and we advise the 
farmers who have the seed to put as much 
of it away as possible this fall for a large 
planting next spring.— Jferidian (Miss.) 
Btar, 
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WANTS. 



We will pabilsh In tUs cotunui, frM of charge antll 
^rtber notice, the eppllcirtlone of aO wuamgtn, over- 
«eere. engineers and ragar-makere, and othera who 
may be aeeldng poritlone In the conntryt and also the 
wanto of plantere deel ring to employ any of theee. 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who Is capable of repairing aU kinds 
of machinery and pnmps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N. Y. 2-1&-02 

WANTED— A position on soger plantation by young ^ 
unmarried man with a number of years' ezpenence. 
Oan fill any position from business manager d6wn. 
Best of references and bond if reqalred. Address R. 
D. T. ShbbwoOd, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Loalslana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 20* 
DonaldsonvlUe, La. 2-8-02 

/ WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 



sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 

«ood references. L. A. "" ^^-- ~ 

New Orleans, La. 



Thohas^ 1109 Cadla St., 



WANTBD — German Sugar Chemist, haying 5 
vears experience In raw sugar Industry, two years 
in German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd In German technical schools and 
universities ; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
jgltlon In America. Could commence Immediately- 
Address G5*. F.5&&i7, Berlin, 63 Bergmann St 
57^ Germany. 2-12-02 

WANTED — ^An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection ef beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
.and a first-class eyaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care of 
thU office. 

WANTED— A situation as store olerk in general mer- 
chandise sto^e, has had over 18 years' experleeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will acbept 
osltion either in olty or country, or wlU accept a 
position as night watohmah. J. J. Mubpht, 145 Union 
street, East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITIOX—As plantation blaoks;mlth, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
class references. Alfked Gamsl, care of the Chief, 
DonaldsonvlUe, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to oultlvaie 200 acres of land 
in cane on Asbton plantation. For particulars ap^ 
ply to E. LEaENDBE, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
Orleans^ 



WANTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantatloh. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnvllle, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W.S., care Louisiana Plamtbb. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
•ohemlst, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
i;he highest teohnloal school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced in manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time-keeper, assistant book-xeeper, or 
■acme clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al reCerences as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8007 Carondelet 
street, New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as watchman on sugar planta- 
tion or In city, bp young man of 22. Best references 
furnished. Address Watchman, Lauderdale, La. 
1-24-02 

WANTED— Position as oentrlfogal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
JOE Sarano, 919 Poland St., ^few Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugaF making plant. Twelve years' experience. Best 
of references given. Address General Manager: 
3SWall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 1-20-02 

WANTED— Aposltlon to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
';o superintend the canning of svrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business In all Its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
iana Planter. 1-13-02. 



WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelrlght 
by experienced young man 2S years old. Referenoes 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidnet p. Oubrb, Lauderdale, La. I-lii-02 

WANTED— PoUtlon by a competent sugar maker 
whohasjnst completed a cropm Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other oonntry. Address Sugar Maker, 2800 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as ohemlst or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarlfioatlon, with flrst-olass credentials . Id 
Cuba or Mexico . Address L., this ofQce. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties In need of "all round" men to taxe charge And sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexico. One Is an 
experienced sugar boiler and ohemlst ^d familiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sUgar house manager and acoountant, capable 
of taking charge of efllce and marketing crop In con- 
nection with factory management. Best of referenoes 
Address K. care this ofSce. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly oompetent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business In 
every detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Refiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South bv a competent and first class 
m&n. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — A clerical position on sufar plan- 
tation In Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years* experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonaldsonvlUe, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Alleui care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux, La. i 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 

rr on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
rge of field and factory. Have bad 14 years ex- 
perience in both. I can fttrnish good references and 
and guamtee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
tblsofiaoe. 12-9^. 

WANTED— Posltlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. 12-9-01. 

WANTED— Head-overseer for sugar plantation In 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 

Sy; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ar/ 12-11-01 

WANTED— A oompentent and experienced youog 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-12^1. 

WANTED — For season of 1902, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant overseer ; un- 
married ; wages f40 per month. Address Second 
Ovebsebb, English Turn, La. 11-21-01 

WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager en 
a sugar plantation. Have many years* experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Solms, La. 12-3-01 

WANTED— A position as first-class overseer. 
Twentv years' experience. Can furnish high refer- 
as to ablUty and sobriety. Address Niceblbs Foret, 
785 Conti St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 

WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tation. Can 2ive good references and sausfactory 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 13 
years at place where now employed. Address, 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 12-5-01 



WANTED — ^A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in country store or as 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years* eixperi- 
ence in modern culture. Address T. P. B.. Ber- 
trandvllle. La. 12-^1 

WANTED— At once, position as wster tender, doable 
effect man, filt«r press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar house worker. 
Oan refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, La. 
P. N. Vhoab, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED— Position by manager of plantation store 
Young inan, unmarried, sood aooountaat and elBoe 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 years 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter partnership 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, La. 

11-14-01 

WANTED— Engagement as sugar maker all«r 
Deo. 21th. Address New Hope, care Lonlsiana 
Planter. 12-U-Ol. 

WANTED — A situation as overseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man 45 years old, very 
healthy and of good endurance. Can give fair 
reference. Address L. B., care C. C. Blll% BUen- 



dale. La. 



12-8-01 



WAI'h'BD — ^A situation as assistant overseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 1902 by a young 
married man. Am sober and industrious and win 
give mx employer good services. Can furnish ref- 
erences. Address T. R. Nbsom, Belle Alliance, La. 
11-28-01 

WANTED — ^Posltion as sugar boiler in Lonlst- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Adaress 1006, this of- 
fice. 

WANTED — ^A position as assistant or overseer 
CD a sugar plantation for the crop of 1902 ; refer- 
ences fumisned. Address W., Lucy P. O., La. 
11-26-01 

WANTED— Two first-class centrffugal men fer 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repair 
work. All expenses paid going and coming from 
New Orleans with board and lodging. Address I*. 
D. DbBlanc, Plaquemlne, La. 11-25-01 

WANTED — A voung man of 24, having a falriy 
good education, desires to act as a representative 
In New York City for any gentleman appreciating 
an energetic worker. Adaress Richabd F. Shaepb, 



445 West 83d 8t, New York. 



11-25-01 



WANTED — By a sober and competent vounc 
man, position for the coming season as assistant 
chemist In Cuba or Mexico, or would like to hear 
from party assuming chemical control of a sugar 
house. Understands clarification, etc. ; can iiir- 
nlsh references from present employer. Address 
L. LAbe, Dorceyville, La. 

WANTED — ^A position as assistant overseer for 
the coming year. For references address Geo. W. 
McFall or A. Wilbert's Sons, Plaquemlne, La. 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Feed A. Sobbai^^ 
Plaquemlne, La. 11-27-01 



plantation, either In Louisiana. Cuba or Mexfeo. 
Can speak Spanish and have had ample expert- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 

WANTED — Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement. Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanish. Adaress Mackay, care Louis- 
iana Planteb. 1-4-02 

WANTED — ^A position as sugar bofler to go to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years' exi>erience. Can 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoln. Laura. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — ^A position as first-class sugar maker 
In Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beudreaux» 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



AUDUBON SUGAR SCHOOL, 

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 

Thorough instruction in the agriculture, manufacture and chemistry of sugar is 
given both theoretically and practically in class-room, laboratory, sugar-house, and Held. 

Besides the coarse In Sugar Engineering, the University offers the usual lAterwry 
md Scientific courses— regular, special and post-graduate. 

Terms moderate. Write for catalogueo 
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The Cane Crop. 

The work of planting cane has been 
pushed this 'week at every possible oppor- 
tunity throughout the sugar belt and a 
number of places have already completed 
it. There is still consideraible to be done, 
however, and dry weather is desired' for 
this purpose. During the week we have 
had some rain but on the whole the 
weather has been fair and cool, permit- 
ting field work to be actively pushed. Our 
reports still indicate that the seed cane 
and stubble are in good shape and the 
general feeling tiiroughout the sugar dis- 
trict is a somewhat more hopeful one 
than it has been recently. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters* As- 
sociation. 

The March meeting of this association 
will be held .on Thursday, the 13th inst., 
at 8 p. m., at the meeting room of the 
Chamber of Commerce, corner of Union 
and Carondelet streets, New Orleans. 
The subject to be discussed is "The Econ- 
omic Feeding of Plantation Stock Under 
the Present Conditions of High Priced 
Grain," and papers will be read by Dr. 
Stubbs and several other well informed 
members of the association, "who have 
made a careful study of stock feeding. 
The March meeting being the annual 
meeting of the association, the election 
of officers to serve during the ensuing 
year will take place. A large attendance 
is expected, as the planters are very 
deeply interested just now in the matter 
<yf feeding their work ani'mals ais econ- 
omically as possible. 



The Suj^ar Situation. 

The latest advices from Washington 
indicate that no decision has yet been 
arrived at in connection with the pro- 
posed reduction in the tariff on Cuban su- 
gars coming into the United States. The 
domestic sugar interests have done an 
extraordinary amount of work and have 
carried on a cannpaign of great effective- 
ness. Confronted, as they have been 
from the outset, by the announced de- 
termination of the President to do some- 
thing for Cuba, the task before them has 
been one of extreane difficulty, and yet, 
believing, that "thrice armed is he who 
hath his quarrel just,'' they have labored 
with a vigor and determination which has 



gained ground for thehi day by day. The 
caucus of the Republican members of the 
House of Representatives, called to con- 
sider the recommendation of the Ways 
and Means Committee that a reduction of 
20 per cent be made in the tariff on Cu- 
ban products, has proved far from har- 
monious, and while it was at one time 
believed that even a greater reduction 
than this would be readily granted, we 
now see Republican members of the 
House hesitating between the adoption of 
tliis measure and the adoption of the 
measure proposed by Mr. Tawney offer- 
ing a rebate of 20 per cent to be paid to 
the bona fide resident sugar planters of 
the Island. It is encouraging to note 
that the further discussion progresses the 
more likely it seems that the action taken, 
if any, will be along the lines suggested 
bv Mr. Tawnev. 



Dr. Wiley's Address. 

In this issue of The Louisiana 
Planter we give the rest of Dr. Wiley's 
address before the Ways and Means 
Committee. In our last issue we gave 
the greater part of the address, beginning 
with an historical resume of the sugar 
industry, the development of the beet su- 
gar industry in the United States, the 
beet sugar industry in Europe, the rela- 
tion of production to consumption there 
and an analysis of the now famous Kar- 
tel or German sugar trust, which is now 
doubling the cost of sugars to German 
consumers to enable the manufacturers 
to export two-thirds of their sugar at 
prices low enough to destroy sugar pro- 
ducers elsewhere and yet leave a profit 
to the German producer. 

In this issue Dr. Wiley takes, up the su- 
gar relations of this country to Ciiba and 
indicates clearly the possibilities of a vast 
sugar production in Cuba and the effects 
of such production on our American su- 
gar industry if free trade or any near ap- 
proach to it were had with Cuba. Eh*. 
Wiley's address demands the careful 
study of every friend of our dbmestic 
sugar industry. 



A Review of Pebuary Weather in 

New Orleans. 

Mr. I. M. Cline of the New Orleans 
Weather Bureau has just issued his re- 
sume of February weather in New Or- 
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leans, from which we gather the follow- 
ing data : the average February tempera- 
ture for 29 years has been 57 degrees F., 
while February just done had an average 
temperature of but 50 F- This shows 
what an exceptional February we have 
had, cold and dreary. February 1895 ^^^^ 
its 12 inches of snow and ice for a week, 
gave an average of but 45 F., and Fe-bru- 
ary, 1899, that gave us the coldest record 
of 200 years, averaged 49 F. Other than 
these two instances none have averaged 
as low as February, 1902. Still the 
month of February has not been unfavor- 
able to the cane crop except insofar as 
the rains prevented the completing of 
spring planting. The freezing point 
was reached but once, Februar>' 3d, and 
the highest temjierature recorded was 
7 F., February 14. 

The rainfall in February, 1902, was 
but 3.83 inches, while the February aver- 
age is 4.54 inches. Still the low temper- 
ature and the fact that tlhere "was but 7 
clear days account for its unfavoralbleness 
from a sugar planter's point of view. 



cane planter's point of view it was not 
very satisfactory. . 



February Weather in St. James. 

The month of February, frequently 
one of the most delightful in Louisiana, 
was this year quite disappointing. It is 
presumedly the month par excellence for 
cane planting and yet this season while 
the rainfall was not great as to quantity, 
the showers were so distributed as to 
greatly interfere with cane planting and 
much of this work that should have been 
done in February has perforce gone over 
to March. 

February weather in St: Jaanes, for the 
data of 'which we are under obligations to 
the enterprising owner of Helvetia plan- 
tation, Mr. E. Cherbpnnier, has proven 
no exception to that reported from other 
sections of the state. While in St. James 
the total rainfall was but 2% inches, rain 
fell on eight different days. This and 
the cold, cloudy weather retarded plant- 
ing very much, (but Mr. Cherbonnier "yvas 
one of the fortunate planters who finished 
planting before the heaviest rainfall, 
which was 1% indies, on February 19. 

It may not be amiss to advert to the 
fact that the rainfall in St. James in 1901 
was 7^ inches and very little field work 
was done there that month, and yet 1901 
turned out to be a good cane year, though 
experience has taught us to fear March 
planting. 

The average minimum temperature 
given for FAruary was 38 degrees F., 
with days indicating the freezing point 
or below, February 10 and iij Mardi 
Gras, recording 26 F. The average 
maximum was 56.7 F., the balmy days 
of the latter part of January holding on 
to indicate 68 F. on February i. Febru- 
ary could have been worse, 'but from a 



March Weather in New Orleans. 

The records of the New Orleans 
Weather Bureau of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture how cover a period 
of 31 years. March is quite an import- 
ant month from the Louisiana planter's 
point of view as it presumedly covers any 
delayed spring planting, and the import- 
ant processes of stubble shaving, stubble 
digging and cane scraping. It covers, 
in short, the exposure of the foundations 
of the cane crop to the warmth of the 
ndw advancing growing season. 

Sugar canes hardly move below 60 F. 
and hence lay dormant during February, 
the average maximum of which was un- 
der 60 F. The average temperature of 
March, including the lowest and highest, 
is reported at 63 F. for the last 31 years, 
so now germination and growth are sure 
to come along rapidly. The warmest 
March was that of 1897, with an average 
of 69 F., and the coldest that of 1885, 
v^'ith an average of 58 F. The hig'hest 
March teJmperature recorded was 84 F., 
March 26, 1899, and the lowest 30 F., 
March 2, 1890. It (will be recalled that 
the freeze of March, 1890, cut the cane 
crop down to the ground, although it was 
then considerably advanced, much of it 
two feet high. But little if any injury 
resulted and the crop of 1890 was one of 
the finest ever made. 

March is generally thought to be a dry 
month, from which arises some of the 
fear as to the success of iMarch cane 
planting, and yet the average rainfall 
during March is reported at 4.97 indies 
for the last 31 years. The greatest 
March rainfall was that of 11. 32 inches 
in March 1876, the least .80 in March 
1898. On March 24, 1872, tnere was a 
single rainfall of 4J4 inches. 



The Brussels Conference. 

The agreement arrived at by the Brus- 
sels conference to recommend the aboli- 
tion of all sugar bounties comes as a sur- 
prise; first, because the previous assem- 
'blages of delegates for defeating this 
question were so entirely abortive, and 
secondly because the action contemplated, 
while eminently proper, is so radical and 
so far reaching in its effects that it con- 
flicts somewhat with our generally ac- 
cepted ideas concerning the monotonous 
progress of worldly events. The recom- 
mendations of the conference will have 
to be submitted to the respective govern- 
ments represented, and some determined 
opposition may of course he anticipated 
from the great Continental sugar inter- 
ests. 



Personal. 

Mr. G. E. Glllis of the Poydras plantaUon 
was at the Cosmopolitan hotel on Sunday 
last 

Mr. A. E. Sammons, engineer of the Cin- 
Clare Central Factory of West Baton Rouge 
parish, was at the St. Charles hotel during 
the early part of the week. Mr. Sammons 
aesigned and constructed the Cinclare 
house, which is one of the finest factories in ' 
the state and which stands as a monument 1 
to his ability. ' 

Dr. R. W. Boland of Birmingham. Ala., i 

' and president of the Birmingham Machine ^ 

& Foundry Company, was at the St Charles 1 

hotel during the past week. Dr. Boland is 

widely known among oUr sugar planters. 

Col. J. W. Barnett of the Shadyside plan- 
tation on Bayou Teche, was a guest of the 
St. Charles hotel a few days ago. 

Mr .Wilson McKerrall, a leading banker 
and sugar planter of St. Mary parish, was at 
the St. Charles hotel on Sunday last 

Col. Louis S. Clark of the liS^onda planta- 
tion, was in the city last Tuesday. 

■Our sugar planters will regret to learn of 
the death of Hon. John A. Redhead, of Mis- 
sissippi, who was known to many of .them 
and who was one of their guests two or three 
years ago at the banquet given to the Com- 
missioners of Agriculture of the Southern 
States hy the Louisiana Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation. 

Messrs. Harry L. Laws and J. B. Laws of 
Cincinnati were at the St. Charles hotel du^ 
ing the past we^. 

Col. John R. Oheens, of the Oolden Randi 
plantation, was at the St. Charles hotel on 
Tuesday last The Golden Rimch fflOYes 
ahead all the time under the careful super- 
vision of Coh Gheens and stands in the first 
rank of the plimtations of Lafourche parish. 

Mt. S. a. Keller of the Gem plantation 
was among the recent visitors to the city. 
Mr. Keller made his headquarters at Hotel 
Orunewald while in New Orleans. 

Mr. A. J. Williams is the overseer on the 
Valentine ^Iftntation for this season. When 
the grinding ibegins Mr. Willams wUl take 
charge of the clarfloatlon and the sugar 4)0il- 
ing and he is an expert both in the field and 
in the factory* 

Messrs. James A. O'Neill, Jr., and Charlee 
P. O'Neill were at the Hot^ Orunewald on 
WIednesday last. 

Mr. Thos. J. Shaffer of St. Mary pari^, 
came up to the city on a visit a few days 
ago and stopped at the St Charles hotel. 

Mr. J. T. Badeaux of Lockport, La., was 
in the city on a visit during sthe past week 
and made his iieadquarters at th^ Cominer- 
cial hotel. 

Mr. A. L. Sieghortner was at the Cosmo- 
politan hotel during the latter part of the 
week. (Mr. Sieghortner managed the Gram- 
ercy Refinery during the past crop. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lapice and Mr. John W. La- 
pice of Lauderdale, La., were at the St 
Charles hotel durlmg the latter part of the 
week. Mr. Lapice has extensive sugar in- 
terests in Louisiana. He is also engaged in 
the hotel business at Minnesota. 

Mr. O. Oodchaux of Abbeville, La., one of 
the progressive men of that section, was 
among the recent visitors to the city. He 
stopped at the Hotel Orunewald. 

Mr. John Paul Baldwin aiid wife of St 
iMary parish, were in New Orleans on si visit 
a few days ago. Mr. Baldwin is a success- 
ful sugar planter and a fine citizen from 
every point of view. His city friends regret 
that he does not come to "^own oftener. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL C0BBE8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather "has been mostly clear and 
dry for the past week, traces of precipita- 
tion on Thursday and- Friday of last week 
and 0.15 of an inch on Tuesday of the cur- 
rent week having been the sum total of the 
descending dampness registered by Local 
Observer Park. Field work has been re- 
sumed on the plantations and th«re is a gen- 
eral agreement among planters and mana- 
gers that conditions have been so fftr favor- 
able for the preservation of seed' cane and 
stubble in good* order and that the situation 
in this particular is all that could be de- 
sired. iMr. Park's meteorological record for 
February, as copied <for the information and 
use of the Ascension Club at to-day's meet- 
ing, shows that the maximum point reached 
by the thermometer during the month was 
80 degrees, registered on the 14tih. The 
mdnimum, 29 degrees, was registered three 
times, on the 10th, 11th and 16(th days. The 
total precipitation was 3.80 inches, occurring 
on tihe 1st, 4-th, 14th, 19th, 23rd and, 26th 
days of the month, not taking accoun-t of 
traces on the 12th, 21st, 27th and 2$th. Thin 
ice formed on the 4th, Bth and 16th. and 
heavy f rosits were noted on the 17th and 
22nd. During .the first Ave days of March'* 
the temperature range has been from 90 to 
39 degrees, both lihese extremes having been 
registered in the twenty-four hours ending 
at 7 a. m. this (Wednesday) morning. A 
Um planters -have ifinished the task of get- 
Hag their seed-cane into the ground, but a 
majority still liave some of this work to do. 

To-day's meeting of the Ascension Clufb 
was quite well attended though neither 
Henry nor iRk^ard McGall, usually two of 
the most regulaT attendants, were present. 
Dr. W. M. McGalliard, vice-president, occu- 
pied the chair in the absence of 'President 
Henry Ikk^Call, who had hoped to be present, 
but was detained in New Orleans by busl 
nese. The other m^nbers on hand Included 

E. H. Barton, Myer Lemann, Carroll Barton, 
B. N. Pu«h, J. A. Lanier, J. S. Webster, Drs. 
J.. D. and T. H. Hanson, C. Kline, Treasurer 

F. B. Lemann and Secretary L. E. Beptley. 
The minutes of the February mieetini: and 
the treasurer's report to date were read «uid 
adopted. The name of 'Edward J. Leche was 
added to the roll of associate memibers by 
unanimous vote under suspension of the 
rules. Dr. T. H. Hanson was elected a mem- 
ber of the house committee to fill a vacancy 
caused by a resignation, and Capt. J. A. 
Lanier was in Hke mtanner made a member 
of the executive committee, the election of 
L. EJ. Bentley as secretary having created a 
vacancy in that committee. There being no 
further business to (X)nsider, the club ad- 
journed. 

Son^ interesting tal>k was had before and 
after the meeting on the subjects of rice land 



and reapers, Cuban reciprocity and the 
action of the Berlin sugar conference in de- 
ciding that the bounty system prevalent in 
some of the European countries should be 
abandoned next year, and it was thought 
that the prospects for the future of the do- 
mestic sugar industry had improved quite 
materially. 

A cablegram from Evan J. MoCall to his 
father announced the young man's safe ar- 
rival in Havana on Monday. 

J. H. Bourgeois, an Elm Hall lieutenant 
of field forces, came up from Assumption 
and si>ent a coupls of days with Ascension 
relations. He speaks favorably of the out- 
look on the big Oodchaux place and the other 
plantations in that neighborhood. 

The Louisiana Petroleum Company has 
achieved the distinction of being the first 
concern to bring fuel oil to Donaldsonville, 
the tug Temjpest, witli a barge of the Beau- 
mont product having reached here to-day 
(Wednesday). The new fuel promises to 
come 'into general use hereaway in the very 
near future. Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPaCIAI. COBBBSPONDBMCB.) 

Editor- Louisiana Planter: 

We have had quite a variety in the weatlver 
conditions since last report, with perhaps a 
little too much rain, and one pretty good 
frost. Planting has been resumed and we 
think it has been completed on most places. 
Breaking up land for com is well under way 
and some planting has been done. Practi- 
6ally nothing can be seen above ground, but 
careful examinations show everythin^g to be 
in fine shape, and a good stand in both plant 
and stubble is confidently expected, which 
expectation and the fight of the sugar people 
at Washington and the report that the for- 
eign bounty system is to be abolished, have 
given encouragement to our people. It 
comes in good time. 

"A day and a half and I will have finished 
planting," is what Mr. EM Lavllle of White 
Castle said last Saturday. The seed cane, 
he says, continues good, and here and there 
he has noticed stubibles peeping out 

Mrs. Henry S. Bnowne of &L Gabriel has 
purchased one of the batteries of boilers 
from Dunboyne i^antation and will fit up 
her sugar house on the St. Gabriel planta- 
tion to make syrup. 

(Mr. Samuel Skelly has taken charge of the 
machinery of the Messrs. Wllbert's Myrtle 
Grove plantation, and will shortly move his 
family to the place. IMr. Skelly is a native 
of the pariah, and has in a large measure 
the same ability for successfully handlinig 
and operating: machinery for whidh his fath- 
er, t-he late Mr. Evsui Skelly, twas noted. 

Mr, Wilfred Bethancourt, formerly of this 
parish, but now a resident of the Crescent 
City, has sold to his partener, Mr. Louis 
Sentilles, of Bayou Goula, his interest in the 
Forest Hoine plantation on Bayou Goula in 
this parish, for a consideration of $18,000. 



Forest Home is a fine place — its only draw- 
back being its location, which renders labor 
at the rolling time hard to get and control. 
Several years since Messrs. Bethancourt 
& Sentilles wei'e offered $45,000 for their 
place and this sale is, we think, the first in 
some years where isugar properties have 
shown a depreciation. M^. Sentilles is to be 
congratulated on becoming sole owner of this 
fine property, and all wish him continued 
prosperity. 

Mr. Nelson Labarre of White Castle has 
acquired the 50-acre farm of Mr. Joseph H.' 
Pinell, laying for U $30 per acre. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay, accompanied by his 
wife, has gone to Hot Springs, Ark., to seek 
relief from rheumatism. 

The police jury met in regular session on 
Monday and Mr. Thomas Supple of Bayou 
Goula, in the aibsence of Hon. A. H. Gay, 
presided. Permission was .granted to the- 
Schwing Lumber ^ Shingle Co., Ltd., to 
build a tramway across the Bayou Plaque- 
mine road and a switch from the Indian Vil- 
lage branch of the T. & P. R. R. to their 
lumber yards; a committee was appointed 
to confer with another from Point Coupee 
relative to the repairs of the bridge across 
Upper Grosse Tete, and the clerk was di- 
rected to notify the Texas ft Pacific railroad 
authorities about repairs immiediately need- 
ed at the crossing of the Bayou Jacob road. 
, Iberville. 



West Baton Rou^e. 

(SPBGLiL COBBB8PONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather during the past two weeks 
has not been at all favorable and the re^lt 
is that field work is very backward — more so 
than it has been for some years. One spell' 
of bad weather succeeds another with such 
rapidity that the planters have but little 
opportunity to catch up with their work. An 
unwelcome rain last week put a quietus on 
field operations for several days, and in a 
way the weather has repeated Itself this 
week, with the same r^ults. Last Monday 
mioming, for Instance, opened beautifully 
bright and clear, and the work of planting 
cane was taken up all along the line. Tues- 
day afternoon, however, quite a hard raih 
fell, followed by a cold wave, which again 
st<H>ped field work for some hours. On a few 
well-drained places labor was resumed Wed- 
nesday morning, but a majority of the plant- 
ers held off until this (Thursday) morning. 
Tuesday's rain was doubly unfortunate, as 
aside from the enforced stoppage of work, 
oonsider£uble cane was left on the ground in 
places, which was not at all improved by the 
cold weather that dN>llowed. In the wake of 
the rain-storm there came a fierce northwest 
wind which sent the mercury down in the 
low 40*6, at which figure it remained all day 
Wednesday. This morning the frost was as 
heavy as we ever have, and some ice was In 
evidence. 

Reports as to the condition of the seed 
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cane are not as encouraging as they might 
be. Many planters state that the cane is 
"spotted," as they term it. In a given quan- 
tity of cane there will he a certain number 
of stalks, that are quite bad and others that 
are thoroughly sound. Then, too, the eyes on 
some canes are perfectly good and others so 
'badly decayed that they will never germ- 
inate. According to a well-known planter, a 
peculiar feature ^ of the bad cane this year is 
the fact that the barrel of a stalk on which 
the eyes are decayed will present every ap- 
pearance of being in first-clase condition, 
and close examination of the eyes is required 
to determine whether or not the cane is fit 
to plant. On being split open, this stalk will 
be found to be white, clear and sweet, with 
the juice cells intacv. 

Now that the produce taxes on last year's 
sugar crop have been pretty well collected, 
•the Toss sustained in this parish by the freeze 
of December 14-21, 1901, can be estimated 
with some degree of accuracy. Taxes on 24,- 
<M>0,000 pounds have heen collected to date, 
with enough^ sugar in sight — thot-room con- 
tents estimated — to make a grand total of 
33,000,000 pounds, which slightly exceeds the 
largest crop West .Baton Rouge ever made. 
Had the entire crop been saved, the output 
of this parish would have reached 35,0<)0,000 
pounds or more. 

Several gentlemen representing fuel oil 
companies have been jhere during the past 
week, one of them seeking to form a local 
stock 'company of planters to buy a Beau- 
Wnt "gusher" outright, while the other 
isought to make contracts to deliver oil for 
loc^l use at 66 cents per ^yarrel. Shortly 
after the departure of the last-named gentle- 
man another agent came along who offered 
to deliver oil for 30 cents per barrel. 
Apropos, Cinclare will bum oil next fall. 

Labor is still scarce, and most places are 
short^handod. 

The cotton planters are very backward in 
tl^eir^ field work. 

An east wind promises more rain in the 
near future for 

West Baton Rouge. 



Vermilion. 



( SPECIAL CORRBSPOKDBNCB. ) 

JSditor Louisiana Planter: 
' -There has been considerable rain, and 
,wln^ throughout the parish for the past 
;week which has interfered with farm work 
considerably. The weather still continues 
-windy and wet and is now very cold for the 
season of the year. Yesterday, the fourth, 
a regular norther blew up and the ther- 
mometer dropped at least 10 degrees in as 
many minutes. It still continues colder this 
morning but has the appearance of clearing 
up. 

1 The rice farmers are progressing very 
"nicely with their work, but corn, cane and 
cotton farmers are very much backward, 
with cane deciaedly the most neglected, 
inere has been considerable rice land seed^ 



ed and some of it is coming up, other lands 
are ready to seed and thousands of acres 
are being put in condition to receive the 
seed. The rice crop will be very large this 
year and the early outlook is very flattering 
for a full crop. There are dozens of men in 
tjie country every day from the North and 
West looking for homes; those that wisi. 
to occupy immediately are forced to go else- 
where, as all available lands are taken up 
for the present season, those who are look- 
ing out for next year are making their ar- 
rangements ahead — either buying or renting. 
The Rushmere Planting and Milling Com- 
pany has recently been organized in New 
Orleans for the purpose o. raising and mil- 
ling rice; they have purchased the Rush- 
mere plantation from Messrs. Simms & Wa- 
then for $65,800, and will put In 1,500 acres 
of rice this year. This place is ten miles 
west of Abbeville, in to is parish, and con- 
tains 3,000 acres of land. The company is 
buying other lands in the neighborhood 
amounting to some 4,000 acres. The pur- 
pose is to erect a rice mill on this place at 
some future date. There is some apprehen- 
sion about salt water on the lower Vermilion 
and the water condition will be watched 
more closely than last year. 
' Xbe corn crop will be very large this year. 
The present price of $1.25 per barrel will 
stimulate the planting of hundreds of acres 
of corn where cane grew last year. The 
cotton acreage will not be effected to any 
great extent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Q. Guerard of New 
Orleans, were in Abbeville a few days ago. 
Mr. Guerard is a me;nber of the Rushmere 
Planting and Milling Company and was up 
to look after his interest. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

( SPEC I AL CORRBSPONDBN OB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Pla^ter: 

This section was visited yesterday by a 
rain, the wind changing to the north and 
the thermometer dropped to 54. 

Your correspondent was in conversation 
with Herman McClure, one of Gueydan's 
most extensive rice planters, a few days 
ago, and among other things he said: '*! 
have 150 acres of rice sprouting, half of 
which is Japan and the remaining half Hon- 
duras. I am planting as rapidly as possible 
and shall continue to do so until I get my 
entire crop in. I have Just completed one 
of the best 12 Inch deep wells in this sec- 
tion; it is 210 feet deep, and flows two feet 
above the surface of the earth, and will fln- 
ish another this week, which I believe will 
be equally as good." 

Mr. McClure will have in cultivation of 
rice this year about 1,400 acres, all of which 
will be watered by deep wells. 

Robt. Alexander, of the flrm of Alexander 
Bros, ft Smith, rice planters near Gueydan, 
was In to see us yesterday (Tuesday) and 
stated that they had most of their rice land 
plowed and wouia begin planting the latter 
part of next week. 



The Gueydan rice mill has put in oil burn- 
ers and they are now using oil as fuel. Very 
probably the Mutual mill will follow suit, 
as they have had a great deal of trouble in 
getting fuel. The Gueydan rice mill be- 
lieves in being up-to-date and haa Installed 
the machinery for turning of chaff into 
bran. 

We have been informed that Sam. T. 
Wortan, a rice farmer on the J. P. Gueydan 
estate, will begin planting the first of next 
week. Sam is a believer in early planting, 
providing the weather has the appearance 
of continued spring. 

We overheard a conversation between sev- 
eral rice planters a few days ago, and during 
their conversation some of them stated that 
of all rice planted now and previous to this 
time, only about one-third will come up, and 
gave their reasons thusly: that where the 
rice is only covered lightly, the heat of the 
earth is not sufficient to germinate the seed, 
but where the seed is covered three to four 
Inches deep, the earth is warm enough to 
germinate tue seed and this rice will sprout 

Many northern prospectors are In this sec- 
tion looking for lnvestm«nt8. 

Quite a number of inquiries are being 
made in regard to the auction sale of town 
lots in Gueydan on 25th of March. 

X. P. 



Avoyelles: 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The blustering weather of March is now 
with us but all the planters are hopeful that 
the weather will be comparatively dry and 
favorable for planting, ditching, building 
and fencing, as well as for making all need- 
ed repairs on the plantations and the farms. 

Plowing is now being pushed forward as 
rapidly as possible. Every one seems to be 
anxious to get started and regain a part of 
the time lost through the Inclement weath- 
er which prevailed last month. 

If this week continues fair to the end, 
most of our cane raisers will complete the 
work of planting for this season, which will 
then afford them ample time for the prepa- 
ration of the land for com planting. 

Dr. W. D. Haas, of Bunkie, called here on 
the first of the month. The doctor's visit 
while short was a pleasant and interesting 
one. He said that the plant cane on his Oak 
Hall plantation was apparently as sound 
when taken up from the windrow for plant- 
ing as it was the day it was put down. Should 
the weather prove favorable Oak Hall will 
finish planting this week and will have an 
Increased acreage to cane compared with the 
last two years. Besides the plant cane there 
is more than one hundred acres of first 
year's stubble to cultivate, all of which pre- 
sents a fine appearance at this date. A 
heavy acreage will also be planted to com, 
pease and alfalfa. Some of Oak Hall's ten- 
ants will plant and cultivate from five to 
twenty acres to cotton, besides a number 
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of acres to com and pease. It is a little 
too early yet to mention the improvements 
which will be made in the dak Hall factory 
this year. 

Mr. M. C. Bubenzer, whose fine plantation 
is situated near Bunkie is planting a large 
acreage to cane this spring and he will as 
the season advances plant heavily to corn, 
pease and cotton. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll will not increase his acre- 
age to cane this season, but will plant more 
of his productive land to corn, pease and 
cotton than heretofore. 

Mr. R. Tubria, proprietor of the old Mur- 
dock plantation, will plant and cultivate a 
fair crop of cane and a heavy acreage to 
com, cotton and pease. 

So far I have not heard of a single in- 
stance where seed cane has been found to 
be the least bit defective, which is a bles- 
sing to*the cane raisers. 

The price of com and hay is now up to 
the point where the farmers feel the weight 
of it and are obliged to use more economy in 
feeding than they have done in past years. 
Com is now worth $1.00 a barrel, which in- 
cludes the cob and the shucic; and these rates 
prevail regardless of the quality. I under- 
stand that Western corn cannot be laid 
down here by carload lots for anything less 
than $50 a ton. Hay, Western alfalfa, is 
worth from $18 to $20 a ton, from all of 
which it may be readily seen that with 
such high rates as are now paid for stock 
feed, the cost of producing the crops this 
year will undoubtedly be increased. It Is 
a lesson that sinks deep into the planters 
pockets and which I trust will Impress them 
with the importance of growing a home sup- 
ply of com and hay. E^rin. 



St. James— Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDEKCE.) ' 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Uncertain weather still prevails, but the 
fair has been in the lead with indications 
of It being subject to a change, as frequently 
cloudy skies, and a sultry atmosphere prom- 
ised rain, which so far has not materialized 
sufficiently to give the precipitation honor- 
able mention. Last Friday a local shower 
fell, and yesterday (Tuesday) was a repeti- 
tion of the same, after which the wind 
veered to the north, and this morning opened 
up bright and cold. At present writing all 
traces of recent moisture have been eradi- 
cated already, as a high gale is still blow- 
ing) and beautiful sunshine is continuous. 
Considering its uncertainty the weather has 
been most favorable for the requirements of 
the season, vegetation has recovered from 
its dormant state, and everything seems dis- 
posed to germinate, which is astonishing, 
as so much vitality was not expected, after 
such a persistent reign of cold weather as we 
experienced this winter. For instance, stub- 
bles which are so exposed to the freaks of 
the elements, are already showing their 
soundness, which even under more favorable 



auspices, would be considered premature. 
It is true, the shoots are few and far apart, 
but they are sufficient to prove that they are 
living and willing to thrive. A few planters 
have shaved and barred off a few acres of 
stubbles, and those who have not been able 
to do so yet, are hastening the completion 
of other work, so as to giVe their stubbles 
some attention. Seed cane also holds Its 
own, and- never was it in better condition for 
planting, and where the process is y-et In 
vogue, if Is being pushed diligently, and 
with all possible haste. Fall planting is re- 
ceiving some attention In the way of scrap- 
ing. Rice planters have all taken advantage 
of the past week of good working weather 
to prepare lands, and put in some seed also. 
Mr. Octave Polrrler, one of our leading and 
most flucceksful rice planters, has recently 
leased Mrs. Emlle Webre's rice lands for 
this year's crop. His son Octave will be his 
assistant in the field. The well known Bes- 
sie K. plantation 'has again resumed- work 
under the able administration of Mr. John 
Henderson, Its former proprietor and man- 
ager. He has employed the services of Mr. 
Glenn Ellis as assistant. Mrs. J. Rolling of 
Pike's Peak plantation, is recovering from 
a severe spell of sickness. 

Mrs. J. Vegas, the efficient business man^ 
ager of Rlchbend plantation, has returned 
home after spending a month at the Orune- 
wald Hotel In New Orleans. Mr. and Mrs. 
Vegas contemplate altering a few of their 
plantation methods, which will consist In 
working on a more economic basis, and also 
In closing their plantation store. 

Messrs. A. D. Vega and S. Goette of Don- 
aldsonville, and W. W. Dean of Minnesota, 
were entertained by Mr. and Mrs. J. Vegas 
of Rlchlbend, and Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Sobral 
of Oak Alley plantation, last Tuesday. 

Mr. J. K. Tucker of Amant plantation vis- 
ited New Orleans last Tuesday. 

St. Jaimes. 



Cane Parmins: In Louisiana. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Cane raising and sugar manufacture have 
been so frequently discussed of late that at 
first glance any further remarks thereon 
may seem superfluous. However, with the 
many changes brought about during recent 
years by various causes, they have all tended 
to hold cane sugar producers on a hot grid- 
iron not knowing which way to turn to avoid 
being worse scorched. 

Considering present conditions and real- 
izing that reciprocity with Cuba is in the 
end inevitable and will come In some way, 
we /believe that the cane raisers of the South 
will have to modify their methods of cul- 
ture in order to hold their own and to pre- 
vent themselves being brushed out of the 
way by the Influx of Cuban sugar. I would 
say that the gang-system as practiced In the 
cane fields of the South to-day will have to 
give way to cane farming, farming of the 
cane field just as the intelligent farmers of 



the West farm their beet fields to-day. 

We are all well aware that the cane sugar 
factories of the Southern States have made 
wonderful progress In the manufacture of 
sugar, securing an increased quantity of su- 
gar from jthe cane and that of Improved 
quality. This has been done by utilizing the 
best Inventions and adopting the best pro- 
cesses used in the manufacture. The fac- 
tory has outstripped the field, and why? For 
the reason that Intelligence has been utilized 
more in the factory than in the field and 
under the prevailing conditions this could 
not well be helped. Some persons may ob- 
ject, but the time has come when the negro 
as a "field gang" laborer must give place 
to more energetic men. His slow, plodding, 
careless ways must tend to his displacement 
by the Intelligent and energetic white faiTn- 
er. Western men can succeed here, — those 
who are not above holding the plow handles 
and driving his mules In Southern cane 
fields, just as he has done for generations 
and does now In the corn and beet fields of 
the West 

It Is an established fact that an intelli-. 
gent white farmer will cultivate his lands 
in the best manner his means and ability ; 
will permit, hoping thus to get the best 
yields possible. If engaged in cane raising 
on a small scale, growing, say, from 5 to 
10 acres, his object would be to get 40 tons 
per acre and at the same time to so cultivate 
the lands as to secure the largest quantity 
of sugar in the cane and for the same reason r 
t^lat the beet growers try to produce rich 
beets. The factories will now pay nlore for 
very rich canes th^n for those of Indifferent 
quality. I assume that the Central cane 
sugar factories desiring to attain success, 
recognize that they must have sugar cane 
and of course must encourage the produc- 
tion of the best. To do this they will adopt 
the plans and practice of the beet sugar fac- 
tories of the West. The factory will aid tl^e 
cane growers to raise cane, Intelligently, 
economically, and rich in sugar contents. 
If this be done with progressive white farm-, 
ers we shall soon reach a solution of the* 
cane sugar problem and probably In the end 
attain success even should Cuba be annexed 
to the Federal Union. 

Of course, It is not to be supposed that., 
the white man will subject himself and fam- 
ily to such fare and quarters as the negroed 
now occupy. The Western farmer believes 
In education, churches and good roads. Wltb 
these he hopes to attain success. Oood dwel^ 
ling houses, barns and stables would be 
demanded. Let us have all these things and ^ 
we shall not fear that any legitimate indus^ ^ 
try will perish in the South and certainly 
not In fair Louisiana. J. Cabot. 



Hon. James A. Ware of Iberville parltfh 
was In the city on Thursday last. Mr. Ware- 
was on his way to Washington, where he 
goes to appear before the Claims Committee 
of Congress in behalf of a claim In which he 
is interested. 
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Berlin. 

(SPECIAL QOftRESPONDENCE.) 

Berlin, 15 Feb., 1902. 
Editor Lou^iana Planter: 

The winter can now be said to Tiave taken 
full possession of its kingdom, a little late, 
Indeed, but not too late, if its reign does not 
last too long. We are having now pretty 
sharp frosts and some snow falls, but as to 
the latter they are for a normal winter too 
light, so that the layer of snow is decidedly 
too thin to furnish the desired protection 
against meteorological accidents and much 
less is it sufficient to provide the necessary 
winter moisture, if no other precipitations 
in the shape of snow come down in the near 
future. In some places they had already 
begun with preparatory fieldwork, but in 
consequence of the change of the weather 
they had to be stopped again. Such is also 
the situation of the non-Oerman beet coun- 
tries of Central Europe, while in Russia the 
temperature is generally mild and dry, prom- 
ising an early commencement of field opera- 
tions. It may be mentioned, however, on 
this occasion that in southern Spain a very 
low temperature has been prevailing these 
later times and that there a large part of the 
cane in the fields has been destroyed by 
fyost. As to the results of the beet campaign 
It appears that almost everywhere first esti- 
mates will be widely surpassed. In Ger- 
many for instance the official estimate of the 
beet crop at the end of November past was 
16,675,390 tons and at the end of January 
there have been worked already 16,971,620 
tons, and as during last month 144 German 
factories were still in activity it may be 
safely presumed that another 200,000 or 
300,000 tons will pass through the sugar 
factories up to the end of the campaign, 

^^which possibly will last until the month of 
March. The estimate of the production, 
based on a beet crop of abou^l6.2 millions 
of tons and a yield of 18.65 per cent would 
be about 2,210,000 tons of sugar extracted 
from the worked beets, and adding 110,000 
tons of sugar produced in independent mo- 
lasses working establishments a grand to- 
tal is reached of 2,320,000 tons raw value, 
which is by far the largest crop ever record- 
'^d In this country. German statistics for 

' January are also interesting on account of 
a large exportation (133,328 tons, as against 

,103,788 In 1901) and with regard to an ap- 
parently minor point, namely the increasing 
use of sugar for cattle feeding. During the 
month of January alone 367 tons have been 

.consumed that way and since the beginning 
of the campaign 415 tons served the pur- 
poses of cattle breeders, while in the corre- 
ispondlng period of the preceding year only 
27 tons were employed for cattle feeding. 
There is no doubt that the abnormal cheap- 
ness of sugar is a strong inducement for this 
use of sugar, but on the other hand it is by 
our scientific agriculturists conclusively 



shown that sugar even at a higher price can 
be profitably given to the cattle, for It is 
not only very nutritious in Itself, but It 
makes also the other ingredients of the fod- 
der palatable, so that the animals relish the 
latter much more than without sugar and 
with a sugar diet they increase in weight, 
etc., much quicker than when fed otherwise. 

The bounty conference at Brussels has 
been again adjourned and the next meeting 
will take place on the 22nd inst. In my last 
letter I wrote you briefly that the German 
and Austrian sugar manufacturers, repre- 
sented by prominent members of their re- 
spective industries, have held a meeting in 
Berlin in order to discuss the situation and 
to consider the measures to be taken for a 
combined action to prevent the carrying 
out of the plans fostered by certain govern- 
ments to abolish the bounties. In the first 
place they strongly protestea against a pro- 
ceeding of this kind, under present circum- 
stance^ and declared that the abolition of 
the bounties in the two countries should 
be only taken into consideration when all 
countries cease to grant subsidies of any 
kind to their sugar growers. Just why the 
governments are In such a hurry to do away 
with the bounties is explained by the un- 
favorable condition of their finances. But 
as to Germany the secretary of the treasury 
is mistaken when he believes that the 
amount now paid out in sugar bounties 
could be taken advantage of in favor of the 
treasury and the general revenues, for the 
law now in force provides that in case the 
bounties are abolished or curtailed, the 
amount thus saved must be ilsed for lighten- 
ing the burden of the sugar consumer that 
is to say, the taxes on sugar must be re-, 
duced. But however that may be, the prin- 
cipal question is, what is England going to 
do? Will she carry out the threatened im- 
position of countervailing ana penal duties. 
On this side it is argued that England has 
too great an interest in maintaining friendly 
relations with the continental powers and 
that she will think it over once or twice 
before she plunges headlong into a commer- 
cial war which very likely may be the con- 
sequence of any measures against continent- 
al sugar. But it can be expected that in a 
couple of days the decision one way or the 
other will be arrived at and it will be then 
decided whether the bounty question will 
be solved or remain a question, which latter 
contingency appears the more probable one. 

With regard to the extent oi beet growing 
for next campaign, it may be taken note of 
that in Holland ten factories will not work 
next campaign, and that in consequence only 
two-thirds of the usual surface will be sown 
with beets. In Germany the farmers con- 
tinue declaring that they are unable to grow 
beets for the price offered them by the man- 
ufacturers, which probably means also re- 
duction of beet growing. 

The markets have been during last week 
quiet but steady. The prices have been 



fluctuating, but at the end of the week they 
are about as high — or as low— as a week 
ago. The statistical figures alluded to above 
were of little Infiuence, even the large Jan- 
uary importations into Great Britain — about 
296,000 tons, as against 152,000 tons in 1901 
— passed without producing a marked im- 
pression. Prices are for actual 88 per cent 
sugars at Magdeburg M. 7.55-8.00 and in 
Hamburg for delivery February M. 6.75. Re- 
fined were more active on account of the 
syndicate permitting 10 per cent of the con- 
tingent to be sold. RoBEBT Hknnig. 



Havana. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPONDBNCE.) 

Havana, Feb. 28, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to better advices 
from the leading consuming centres, the de- 
mand has ruled more active at this p^e and 
purchasers have shown marked dispositions 
to operate on a larger scale and at higher 
prices than those that ruled during the past 
few weeks; but their offers were accepted In 
few cases only, the majority of planters pre- 
ferring to hold back their lots in expectation 
of a more favorable market Sales effected 
have accordingly been comparatively light 
and add up only 50,000 bags centrifugals, 
which changed hands at from 1.78 to 1.90 
cent per pound, for 95-96 degrees of good 
shipping classes, and as the majority of sel- 
lers are asking to-day a fraction higher, at 
the close quotations rule at from 1% to 2 
cents for same grades of sugar. 

Weather and Crop Reports — The ISLSt hur- 
ricanes that have swept over the states on 
the Atlantic coasts have caused heavy rains 
to fall over the greater part of this island 
and the water was so copious at some places 
in the western part, that it compelled plant- 
ers to stop grinding during several days; 
but on the other side the rain has been quite 
beneficial to the young cane, that commenced 
to experience the bad effects of the prolonged 
drought While the agricultural yield in 
the central region of the island keeps as yet 
satisfactory, it has considerably decreased 
in most of the other producing districts, and 
it is believed that the crop, on this account, 
will be somewhat smaller than anticipated at 
first 

Stocks continue fast increasing at the 
shipping ports and as exports are as yet un- 
important, il is feared that the large ag- 
glomeration of stock might prejudice the 
course of the market further on. 

The discouragement with which planters 
are taking off their ^rop this year is plainly 
evinced by the fact that, although grinding 
was commenced fully one month earlier 
than in 1901, the number of plantations 
grinding this year exceeds by ten or twelve, 
that of those operated during the previous 
crop, and receipts of sugars, according to 
Mr. Guma's statement, amoimted on the Slst 
ult to only 149,739 tons, against 115,326 do. 
in 1901, the difference in favor of this year 
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being only 34,414 tons, when it was expected 
to have been of at least, 60,000 or 70,000. 

Erroneous statement — It has been lately 
stated in Washington, by some one, that the 
Cuban planters* complaints are unfounded, 
because prices ruling now allow them to 
manufacture sugar at a profit, whilst, on the 
contrary, and owing to different causes, some 
of which are general and preudice the su- 
gar manufacturer over the whole world, and 
others are entirely local, the condition of 
the sugar business daily becomes worse. 

Prior to the establishment of the gov- 
ernment of intervention, it was clearly dem- 
onstrated that at two cents per pound, no 
profit could be made on sugar, since man- 
ufacturing expenses amounted to 2% cents, 
and to-day, owing to the scarceness of labor, 
on which account higher wages are to be 
paid to the workmen, the manufacturing 
cost is nothing less than 2% cents, and in 
order to obtain a small profit, the manufac- 
turer must sell his sugar at from 2 7-16 to 
2^ cents at the lowest. 

The two first cargoes of molasses that 
were exported this year to the United States 
fetched 2^ cents per gallon, equivalent to 
M% per hhd. of 175 gallons of first class, 
50 degrees molasses; that or second class 
is worth only 1 cent per gallon, or f 1.75 per 
hhd., which latter price does not even cover 
the freight to the shipping port. It is al- 
together useless to contemplate to apply mo- 
lasses either to sugar manufacturing^or rum • 
distilling, since the prices obtained to-day 
for these products are even more ruinous 
than those that rule for sugar obtained di- 
rectly from the Juice of the cane. A bag 
of molasses su^ar of 9<i degrees is not worth 
to^y above f 3.00 and a cask of good rum 
can be obtained for $6.00, or at 3% cents 
per gallon. Under such conditions, life is 
altogether impossible. T. D. 



Java — Dutch East Indies. 

(SPECIAL CORRKSPONDBNCB. ) 

SeMABANG, 12 JANUABT, 1902. 

Editor Louisiana Tlanter: 

The year which lies behind us has not 
been one of prosperity in Java. Inundations 
and volcanic eruptions destroyed crops in 
many and many a place, even bringing along 
famine in several districts of our fertile, 
beautiful island. Owing to this the typhoid 
fever and cholera epidemics that followed 
played havoc among the exhausted popula- 
tion and slew many thousands of them. The 
diseases were worst in the harbor places, 
the emporii where the tradesmen from the 
Interior ordinarily purchase their wares; 
but out of fear of the epidemic, these re- 
stricted laeir visits and accordingly their 
orders to the extremest minimum, leaving 
the warehouse crammed with goods and no 
business doing. 

The sugar crop was not so good as was 
expected, especially 4n the eastern districts, 
where several estates only turned out two- 
tbirds of their estimate. A sudden downfall 



of sugar prices, moreover, alarmed every one 
connected with the sugar industry and trade, 
and so it may be easily unuerstood that the 
biddings for the 1902 sugar are watched 
with anxiety. In former years the greater 
part of the coming crop was already sold be- 
fore Christmas but now only a few thousand 
tons of refining crystals are disposed of. The 
sugar market is extremely dull. Apart from 
the already mentioned 20,000 tons of mus- 
covado's only a few parcels of second boil- 
ings and the crop of three estates making 
sugar for direct consumption have been sold 
and no biddings are reported for refining 
crystals. 

The infiuence of the revived Cuban sugar 
industry makes itself felt already now. In 
former years a great deal of our sugar was 
carried to America, while this year since the 
end of August, no ship left our ports with 
sugar for America. 

The annual statistics of factory work is- 
sued by the Director of the West Java Ex- 
periment Station have appeared. From the 
figures we note that almost every sugar fac- 
tory has adopted the triple crushing, with 
maceration and returning of molasses or 
seconds in the vacuum pan. The average 
sucrose content of the cane was 1 per cent 
more than the year before, but under the 
figures of the record year, 1899. On 100 parts 
of sucrose in cane 9.5 per cent were lost in 
bagasse, .hO per cent in filter press cakes and 
10 per cent in molasses and unaccounted 
for. On 100 parts of sucrose indicated in 
J^ulce 90 per cent were extracted in sugar 
turned out and 10 per cent lost in filter 
press cakes, scums, molasses and unaccount- 
ed for. 

As a rule the factories are very well 
equipped with new and modem machinery. 
In the last series of prosperous years the 
owners of sugar estates have sunk a great 
deal of their profit in the establishment and 
improvement of their possessions, which, we 
hope, will enable them to face a series of 
bad years. 

The prospects of the quality of the 1902 
crop are good, though only little can be said 
of it now. The cane was planted under 
favorable circumstances, the rainy weather 
arrived at its proper time and the canes are 
all growing well. No diseases or pests of 
a particularly alarming nature are detected 
and if the April and May weather is not too 
dry every condition is present to furnish a 
good crop. Dutchman. 



Barbados. 

The weather of January has been extreme- 
ly kind although only 2 ins. 25 parts have 
fallen in our district, but in such well dis- 
tributed showers, often falling before sun- 
rise, that the soil previously soaked and wet 
underneath has been sufficiently surface- 
moistened, with the result that the young 
crop, to use our most expressive term of 
praise, is very pretty indeed — we may say 
the prettiest spring we have seen for several 



years. The genial weather could not fail 
to improve the old crop, and to hasten its 
maturity; already portions of the maturer 
fields have been converted into sugar. Elarlier 
planting has necessitated earlier reaping, 
and although the canes are not yet in their 
prime, yet wind power is wisely taking ad- 
vantage of the brisk easterly breezes, and 
making sugar while the wind blows. Es- 
tates with steam mills can afford to be more 
leisurely just now, and allow their canes a 
little more time to sweeten, but it is very 
probable that before the end of February 
sugar making will be general. The yield so 
far as we can learn has been fair, about 1^ 
to 2 hhds. per acre for trimmings with a 
density of about 9.50. 

The reaping season is always looked for- 
ward to by the laboring population, for it af- 
fords a diversity of work to young and old 
alike, not even leaving out the halt and the 
blind, for even a blind man can sit and turn 
an oscillator; the idler and the loafer are 
enticed to lend a hand at times and forego 
their slothful life, and grow more fat and 
sleek on the sweet cane juice which they all 
can freely use, for in our Island there is no 
muzzling of the laborer who works in the 
field or in the factory, and of course the pro- 
cess of reaping necessitates the distribution 
of a larger wage. Year after year we have 
witnessed the almost gleeful anticipation of 
the reaping season when the laborer seems 
to gird himself for a kind of holiday of hard 
but congenial work, to earn the brisker wage 
that may be expected to make good the de- 
ficiencies of the year. As we look upon the 
present preparations, we wonder whether 
it will be the last — whether when the tale is 
told, and the crop harvested, the existing 
price will repay tne money borrowed under 
the Aids Act to raise and to reap; and 
whether in default of repayment the Colo- 
nial Bank, with unbounded faith in the good 
intentions of the British Government, will 
be inclined to act the part of the good Sa- 
maritan, and to pour out its money to pre- 
vent our people from starving? Even if it 
did, it has its limits, and the best could only 
keep alive our dsring industry a little longer. 
But the work of our island goes on without a 
hitch, painstaking and careful as ever. 

The fields of young canes have again been 
dressed up by draining and forking and with 
all the precious pen manure — doubly pre- 
cious now that the Imperial Department has 
spoken so loudly in its favor — that can pos- 
sibly be gathered. In these operations the 
laboring populations have been well em- 
ployed — ^no need of idling for those who are 
willing to work — and soon the hands will 
turn busily to the many-handed work of 
reaping, while the young canes will still find 
plenty of employment for the "farmers" or 
weeders, and eventually gangs of trashers, 
as reaping makes the dry trash available. 
It is the great merit of this island that al- 
though owner after owner has gone down in 
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ruin from which he can never rise again, 
family after family has been reduced to pov- 
erty — the agricultural trap of the country — 
the management and the agricultural up- 
keep, have been maintained up to date in 
full efficiency. Reference to the Offlcial 
Gazette of this island well shows how this is 
done under the Agricultural Aids Act, 1887. 
and large sums of money borrowed on young 
crops when as yet their tender bladelets are 
only a few inches above the ground, and their 
yield of future value darkly concealed in 
time's laboratory. We thus deal in futures 
honestly and from necessity with the single 
purpose of maintaining our constitution and 
employing our laborers; estates often raising 
as much as £1,200- £1,500, with the single 
object merely on cane plants recently stuck 
in the ground, with no more value than their 
germinating eyes. The Official Gazette for 
January, 1902, already teems with large sums 
of money borrowed on the crop to be reaped 
in 1903— surely a risky business for all con- 
cerned except the laborer who lives by its 
continuance, and would starve by its sudden 
stoppage. — Agricultural Reporter, Feb 1. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPOKDBNCE.) 

Honolulu, Feb. 12, 1902. 
Editor Liouisiana Planter: 

Cold weather has been the feature of the 
week over the entire island group, though 
it has not affected the growing cane or the 
operations of the mills to any appreciable 
extent. The celebration of the Chinese New 
Year hindered work to some extent on the 
larger plantations, employing Orient labor, 
as the Japanese joined with the Chinese in 
their observance of the four days' holiday. 

Shipments of sugar continue steadily, both 
the sailing vessels and steam freighters load- 
ing for the Eastern markets. The steamer 
Hawaiian departed from Hilo last week 
with eight thousand tons of sugar for New 
York. 

Reports from the coast indicate a better 
feeling towards Hawaiian securities because 
of the action of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee relative to the Cuban tariff, and the 
feeling is reflected to a small extent in Ha- 
waii. Sugar is believed here to be at its 
lowest price now, and an increase is looked 
for. There is, however, but little trading 
on the stock market. When the returns be- 
gin to come in from the crop now being mar- 
keted further activity is looked for. It is 
said that dividends are to be paid on sev- 
eral stocks which were thought not to be 
fully developed, by the funding of the in- 
debtedness of the various plantations. 

The political situation has occupied pub- 
lic attention for several weeks, or since the 
reports from the states that there was some 
danger of Governor Dole losing his posi- 
tion. He represents the conservative ele- 
ment in Hawaii, and a change is not favor- 
ably looked upon by the sugar men or those 
with big property interests. Sam Parker 



talked of as his successor, would, it Is 
thought, bring about the support of the na- 
tive element, but it would probably be at 
the expense of the monled interest. Greo. R. 
Carter is probably to be the new secretary, 
and is intended as a balance wheel for Par- 
ker^and a concession to the Dole element, 
and leaves to-day for Waphington. He will, 
it is understood, accept an appointment as 
secretary, though he is said to be a Dole 
man. The friends of the present incum- 
bent of the office intend to put up a hard 
fight to prevent his removal. 

Contracts have now been made by Ewa 
and Waialua plantations on this island for 
the use of oil as fuel in their pumping 
plants. These are the two largest planta- 
tions on the island, and the contract is sim- 
ilar to that made with the Maui planters a 
few months ago. About 160,000 barrels of 
oil will be required yearly by the two plan- 
tations, and storage tanks of 5,000 barrel 
capacity will be erected for the storage of 
the fuel. The first shipment of oil for the 
Maui plantations is expected very soon — as 
soon as the tanks there are completed. 

E. N. Griffith, the forestry expert sent 
here by the Department of Agriculture, has 
completed his examination of the forests of 
the island. He advises the planters to keep 
cattle away from the head waters of the 
rivers, otherwise the water supply is likely 
to be endangered.. 

Among the passengers on board the trans- 
port Thomas en route to Manila is G. D. 
Brill, of the Agricultural Department at 
Washington, who goes to the Philippines for 
the purpose of establishing an agricultural 
college in the Island of Negros. Though 
long connected with Secretary Wilson's de- 
partment, Mr. Brill will work under the di- 
rection of School Superintendent Atkinson, 
and the college is to be built and operated 
under the auspices of the Philippine Civil 
Commission. With Mr. Brill in the estab- 
lishment of the college will be associated 
Mr. J. W. Gilmore, formerly of Honolulu, 
and who is now in the Island archipelago. 

One of the principal duties of the new 
school will be instruction in the cultivation 
of sugar cane, and Mr. Brill, who has but 
recently returned from the islands, predicts 
that with improved methods and an open 
market the Philippines will soon be a for- 
midable rival in the principal industry of 
the Hawaiian Islands. He was in the Phil- 
ippines and in China last July and August, 
and it had been intended to start the col- 
lege of agriculture at that time, but for some 
reason it was delayed, though the appropria- 
tion has ,been available for over a year. 

"Negros is the sugar island of the group," 
said Mr. Brill, in discussing the future pos- 
sioilities of the Philippines yesterday, "and 
while the labor is not as good as Chinese, yet 
it is much cheaper, and the cost of produc- 
tion is not so great as in Hawaii. The 
Filipino is lazy and shiftless and worses on 
the plantations only when compelled to. The 



sugar plantations of Negros are not of such 
large extent as here, their average size be- 
ing probably three to four hundred acres. 
The largest and best-conducted is about 4,000 
acres in extent, and some up-to-date methods 
are used there, though the cultivation of 
sugar is far from having attained the high 
state of perfection apparent in Louisiana and 
Hawaii. Only a low grade of sugar is raised. 
It is ground in the old-fashioned three-roller 
mills, and the crudest methods possible are 
in vogue for the further processes. It Ib 
sent to China for refining and the white su- 
gar is then returned lo Manila, for use there. 
China is a fine market for all the sugar that 
is now being raised in the Philippines and 
it is in great demand. Some little is shipped 
to New York, but China takes the bulk. No 
doubt when it is admitted free, the Philip- 
pines will ship all its sugar to the United 
States. 

The students that are being educated in 
the schools at present will be turned over 
to our agricultural school. The latter plan 
would probably be the best, otherwise it 
may take a year or two before the school of 
agriculture will be of any practical benefit 
All branches of agricultural science will be 
taught, though our principal work will be 
the study of the cultivation of sugar. That 
is the money crop of the islands, the one 
upon which the people depend, and natu- 
rally it is the one about which they wish 
, most to learn. 
> "There has been no trouble in the Island 
of Negros. The natives there are quiet and 
peaceful and were among the first to swear 
allegiance to the United States. Of course, 
there are bands of guerillas, but these rovers 
will remain for a good many years to come, 
but the principal part of the population on 
Negros at least will cause no trouble. 

"It was intended to start this school a 
year ago, but for some reason it was post- 
poned, though everything is in readiness, 
and the appropriation for the purpose is im- 
mediately available." Kaka. 



Hawaii. 

( SPECIAL COBBBSPONDENCE. ) 

Honolulu, Feb. 17, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The situation here remains practically un- 
changed, both as to condition of sugar crop 
and stock market. Shipments of sugar still 
continue uninterruptedly, and every day 
sees one or more sailing or steam vessels 
heavily loaded with the saccharine product 

There is practically no trading of any 
kind on the local stock market in sugar 
shares, though a week ago a revival of in- 
terest was indicated by numerous small 
sales. What stock is changing hands now, 
is principally forced sales, by people who 
are compelled to realize by forced sales in 
order to protect other investments. 

The feature of the week in the sugar line 
was the application for the appointment trf« 
receiver to unravel the tangle in the affairs 
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of the Kona Sugar Company. Suit was filed 
in the local courts by McChesney & Co., local 
agents for the company, to recover $200,000 
for advances already made. A receiver was 
asked, and it was complained in the petition 
that unless some action is taken the presr 
ent sugar cane crop matured on 1,200 acres 
will go to waste, as it is not being cut, nor 
are arrangements made for such work, or for 
grinding. Lessors of lands held by the su- 
gar company are also clamoring for their 
rents and threaten to foreclose and annul 
their leases. The suit is the outcome of com- 
plications which arose over the refusal of 
San Francisco parties to advance money re- 
quired to harvest the present crop. All ar- 
rangements for the advances had been made 
when through technical objections the deal 
fell through, and the receivership became 
necessary. As soon as the plantation is 
placed in such shape that every one will be 
protected, and the grindin|f of the present 
crop assured, it is said that the necessary- 
money win be forthcoming. Bishop & Co., 
the principal creditors are, it is understood, 
ready to secure the needed funds if the re- 
ceiver is appointed. The matter will un- 
doubtedly be settled this week, and the re- 
ceivership will not last longer than is need- 
ed to care for the present cane crop. The 
suit has not affected other stocks on the lo- 
cal market in any manner. What sales are 
now being made are, however, al very low 
prices. Oahu brought its lowest price last 
^eek, $90, but no more of the stock could 
be had at that figure. Ewa also went down 
one point upon a report that there would 
be another cut in dividend, but the report 
has been denied. There is talk also of a 
consolidation between Ewa and Apokaa plan- 
tations, though no definite action has yet 
beeri taken. 

Hawaiian planters do not take kindly to 
the suggestion of a San FYanclsco banker 
that Hawaii needs a sugar refinery, though 
they would not be adverse to having outside 
capitalists put the $2,000,000 required, into 
the experiment. They point out that freights 
would make it almost impossible to compete 
with eastern refineries, as the charge for 
refined sugar is higher than for the raw. Be- 
sides that the Pacific coast does not consume 
all the sugar that is produced here, and this 
would necessitate shipments via the Horn 
to New York. That would mean a fight on 
the local industry by the sugar trust and it 
would be impossible to get the Eastern brok- 
ers to handle the stuff, and therefore neces- 
sary to establish separate agencies. Then 
again there is difficulty in getting steamers 
to carry the refined sugar, as there is not 
sufficient cargo inducement to come for re- 
turn freight. Then again, the present sys- 
tem has many advantages. Sugar is con- 
tracted for years ahead and the planters 
know they are assured of a market for crops 
now and a cash market at that. For a great ' 
many years at least there is little prospect 
of a refinery located here, unless by outside 



capital, though the local planters are per- 
fectly willing to supply the raw material if 
one is established. Kaka. 



B^asse Burning in Hawaii 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDBNCB.) 

KuKAiAu, Hawaii, Jan. 21, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

I am sending enclosed a sketch of a new 
design, or arrangement, of admitting hot 
air into the furnace, which I consider a 
move in the right direction. It has been de- 
monstrated that a trash, or bagasse furnace, 
unlike a coal furnace, needs a considerable 
amount of air above the grates. This being 
the case, the hotter the air, the higher will 
be the efficiency, and economy of the fuel. 

This idea of admitting air above the fur- 



at least, that is the size at this mill, and they 
are usually left open all the time the boilers 
are at work. In some oi the mills « these 
doors are smaller, being about 12 by 24 
inches, but I don't See any advantage in the 
smaller ones. 

If it is admitted that air is necessary 
above the grates it is of importance to get 
just the right amount. It will be seen from 
the sketch that the book tiles form a flue 
2 by 60 inches and extend from the ash pit 
to inside of bridge-wall, and have a door 
at the bottom to regulate the quantity of 
air, or to shut it off altogether as occasion 
may require. One of the book tiles is 
sketched, and it will be seen that the size 
of outside measurement is 12 inches by 17 
inches by SVi inches, and the inside 10 i)y 
17 by 2 inches. The tiles are made of fire- 
brick material. 




nace, and its advantages, was unknown to 
us until we had experimented with Arndt's 
Patent Gas-Weighing econometer. This ma- 
chine demonstrated that with the ordinary 
methods of firing, it was practically impos- 
sible to secure perfect combustion, or any- 
thing approaching it. This, 1 presume, is 
on account of the large body of bagasse that 
is usually kept in the furnace, which keeps 
the air from* circulating, or penetrating the 
fire far enough to reach all of the burning 
fuel, and in consequence carbon monoxide is 
formed, in place of carbon dioxide. When 
it is stated that when carbon monoxide is 
formed, only one-fourth of the efficiency of 
the fuel is utilized, some idea of the loss 
that often takes place in a furnace, may be 
seen. Some idea of the amount of air ad- 
mitted above the grates may be had, when 
it Is stated that the doors on top of the fur- 
naces are usually 12 Inches by 60 inches, or 



This method is undoubtedly an improve- 
ment over the hot air pipes because they 
do not, as a general thing, give air enough 
It is supposed that by using a flue of this 
size, in the bridge-wall^ that it will not be 
necessary to leave the fire doors open so 
much, or to let in so much cold air above 
the grates, which is expected to result in 
a great saving of fuel. 

These book tiles, so far as I know, have 
only been used in the Heine boiler furnace, 
but it is my opinion that they could be used 
with advantage in any kind of furnace? and 
under almost any type of boiler. We have 
a battery which will be set in place before 
we start up, so that I shall be able to give 
you more particulars of it when under fire. 

I will say, that it is my opinion, that too 
little attention has been given to this sub- 
ject in the past, especially when we consider 
how difficult it is to supply the exact amount 
of air that is required, even when one has 
a combustion testing apparatus to guide him, 
to say nothing of working in the dark, and 
going it blind, as it were. 

Geo. Osborne. 
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Paper Presented te the Ways and 
Means Committee by Request of the 
Chairinan, on the Proposed Abro- 
Sration or Reduction of the Duty 
on the 5us:ar Imported From the 
Island ol Cuba. 

(BY Dr. H. W. Wiley, Chief Bpreau of Chemistry, U. 
8. Bureau of Agrlonlture.) 

RATE OH' INCREASE UNDER FREE TRADE. 

[Continued from page 149.] 
That the sugar industry of Cuba would be 
greatly stimulated by free trade with the 
, United States at least temporarily is admitted 
by all witnesses who have given opinions on 
that point. We have an admirable illustration 
of this stimulus in the case of the Hawaiian 
Islands. At the time of the adoption of the 
reciprocity treaty with the Hawaiian King- 
dom, September 9, 1876, the total production 
of the Islands was but little over 10,000 tons 
at which dgure it had practically remained 
without material increase for many years. 
In less than three years the output had 
doubled and the rate of increase continued 
to Ije rapid until the overthrow of the mon- 
archy and the establishment of the protecto- 
rate of the United States. By the terms of 
the treaty, on April 30, 1900, the Hawaiian 
Islands became a territory of the United 
States and this political assimilation gave a 
renewed impetus to the Industry. 

In the following table are given the records 
of the production of sugar in the Islands from 
1875 until the present time. 

HAWAIIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY.* 

1875-1902. 

Sugar Sugar 

Year. Exported. Year. Exported. 

Tons of Tons of 

2,240 lbs. 2.240 11)S. 

1875 11,152 1889 108,110 

1876 11,635 1890 115,977 

1877 11,418 1891 122,761 

1878 17,157 1892 117,690 

1879 21^884 1893 147,689 

1880 28,386 1894 136,913 

1881 41,870 1895 131,600 

1882 50,972 1896 198,022 

1883 50,941 1897 232,213 

1884 63,685 1898 198,644 

1885 76,496 1899 243,469 

1886 96,528 1900 258,521 
7 94,983 1901 321.461 

1888 105,307 1902 • ♦♦516,000 



♦Data lor 1875 to 1899 from report® of 
Hawaiian Custom House; for 1900 and 1901 
the data are taken from the report of the 
Hawaiian sugar crops found in Wlllet & 
Gray's Journal for December 12, 1901. 

♦♦Louisiana -Planter, January 25, 1902, 
(estimate). 

The total increase In production of the 
Islands for the 26 years of free trade is 
2782.5 per cent and the mean annual increase 
107.0 per cent. If the yield for 1891 is taken 
as the basis of comparison we find an in- 
crease for the ten years 1891-1901 of 161.9 
per cent or a mean annual increase on the 
yield of 1891, viz, 122,761 tons, of 16.2 per 
cent. 



The average tonnage per acre in the islands 
is 40 and yield per ton 250 pounds, making 
the {Phenomenal yield of 5 tons of sugar per 
acre. Since, however, the crop is a biennial 
one the annual yield is only 2% tons per 
acre. In 1897, 125,000 acres of land were 
devoted to cane growing.^ 

To allow the satne rate of increase to Cuba 
would be a most conservative estimate of 
the growth of the industry there under con- 
ditions similar to those which have obtained 
in Hawaii. On a crop basis of 1,000,000 tons 
it is certain that under free trade the Cuban 
crop will increase at least 162 per cent in ten 
years and the yield in 1911 would not fall be- 
low 2,620,000 tons. In this estimate it is as- 
sumed that the Cuban industry would have to 
contend with the same or equal difficulties 
which have attended the development of the 
industry in Hawaii. But the natural con- 
ditions in Cuba are very much more favor- 
able than in the Hawaiian Islands. 



♦Year Book, Department of Agriculture, 
1898, p. 567. 

The area suitable to cane culture is vastly 
larger in Cuba, no irrigation is required, no 
volcanic deposits are to be reduced or re- 
moved, up to the present time no fertilizer 
of any commercial importance has been ap- 
plied, frequent planting of the cane is un- 
necessary, cultivation of the fields is almost 
unknown, in fact every advantage of nature 
and every bounty that she grants to agricul- 
ture exist in unequalled profusion in that 
favored clime. Were I Indulging in reason- 
able prophecy, therefore, instead of confin- 
ing my propositions to hard statistical facts, 
I should not hesitate to predict that the 
growth of the sugar industry in Cuba in the 
10 years of free trade toward which we look 
would be almost double that given. What 
the total production would be were Cuba ex- 
ploited with the same science and skill which 
are displayed in Hawaii, no man could pre- 
dict without being exposed to criticism as 
an extravagant optimist. 

Cuba exclusive of its adjacent islands has 
an area of nearly 43,319 square miles, or 
26,164,776 acres. In size it approximates the 
State of New York, and thus is an empire 
in itself. From Clark's Commercial Cuba, 
page 70, we find that "the major portion of 
Cuba's extent is neither mountain nor 
swamp, and with slight exaggeration the 
whole island may be said to raise In terraces 
which often have broad steps.*'. From our 
best authorities on geography, it is evident 
that the area of Cuba, which is arable, is a 
very large percentage of the whole extent. 
Modern science is largely independent of 
soil, it asks only for climate. If the old Gre- 
cian philosopher could say, "Give me a ful- 
crum and I will move the world," the modem 
scientific agriculturist can say, "Give me 'a 
climate, and I will feed the world." What 
has been done in Hawaii is an illustration 
of what may be done in Cuba. Acres which 



were deemed desolate have been recovered 
lor agricultural purposes and brought to the 
highest state of fertility. Just what percent- 
age of the 26,000.000 acres of Cuba can be 
placed In cultivation is not known with 
deftniteness, but it is certainly a very large 
percentage. Swamps and forests no longer 
have any terrors for the agronomist, and 
those areas once regarded as impracticable 
for agricultural purposes have often been 
shown to be the most fertile and the most 
profitable. 

It is hard to say just what acreage is now 
under cultivation for sug&r cane. We are 
told by reliable authorities that 30 tons per 
acre Is not above the average yield of cane 
and 200 pounds of sugar per ton not an un- 
usual quantity. It thus appears that an acre 
of sugar caiie in Cuba will yield 6,000 pounds 
of sugar, or 3 tons. If this be the caso, the 
acreage necessary to produce a million tons 
is not much above 300,000 acres. A million 
acres, l-25th of the area of Cuba, will pro- 
duce 3,000,000 tons of sugar. 

According to the Cuban Census of 1899, 
there were approj^imately 8,800.000 acres of 
land in Cuba under cultivation, and the num- 
• ber of acres in sugar plantations is given 
as 400,000, approximately. The possibilities 
of sugar production in Cuba are, therefore, 
apparently unlimtted or limited only by the 
demands of the markets of the world. 

The question has been asked here before 
the committee — What effect would the grant- 
ing of free sugar to Cuban growers have on 
the sugar industry in the United States? 
The true answer to this question would give 
the key to this problem which is now under 
discussion. The consensus of opinion, both 
on the part of those who favor the removal 
or reduction of the duty and of those who 
oppose any change whatever, is that free 
Cuban sugar would end In complete destruc- 
tion to both the cane and beet Industries in 
this country. The death of these Industries, 
in the opinion of some of the witnesses, 
would be sudden, while others think the blow 
would not prove Immediately fatal, but that 
the patient might live for a time in semi- 
conscious and partially paralyzed state, only 
to succumb at last. Free sugar would, in 
other words, be a true apoplexy to this new 
growing giant. It would not be what the 
doctors call idiopathic in its etiology, the 
result of age and decay in hardening and 
weakening the coats of the cerebral arteries, 
but it would be traumatic in its character, 
a blow beneath the ear or on the point of 
the jaw, rendering the patient unconscious 
and probably producing immediate death, 
or, at best, leaving the patient with a clot 
on the brain, paralyzing at least half of his 
body and making the sorry remainder qf 
his life a burden to himself and his friends. 

In the fullness of years, after a busy life 
of effort and accomplishment, there is per- 
haps no end more fitting than the sudden 
summons that, by ruptured artery and form- 
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ing clot, bids the worker who has finished 
his task, lay down his burden, ere yet his 
powers of body and mind have failed. But 
it is quite otherwise when the unexpected 
accident or the directed blow lays low the 
youth in the commencement of his work. It 
seemp perfectly certain that if Cuban sugar 
be given free entry to our ports, not another 
dollar will go from the banks to sugar fac- 
tories, not one to the farmer to enable him 
to plant and cultivate his crop, not a new 
boiler or a new mill will go into sugar 
houses of Louisiana, not another factory will 
be built in the vast area shown by Exhibit 
B, on our northern border. Perhaps there 
will be some feeble effort to save the rem- 
nant of the wreck by trying to do something 
with the investments already made and the 
contracts already signed. But thsse efforts 
will not be the telling work of the young 
giant, but the feeble, aimless endeavors of 
the paralytic. In the opinion of all the com- 
petent witnesses there would be no possible 
chance for the existence, much less the con- 
tinued development, of the industry. 

The evidence in Exhiibit A shows (that t!he 
present cost of making refined beet sugar in 
the United States is not less than 4 cents a 
pound. The cost of producing fair refining 
centrifugal sugar of 96 polarization in Louis- 
iana is not less than 3% cents a pound and 
this probably Is too low. The most reliable 
study of the conditions in liOttisiana sihows 
that it costs on an average (42.50 fto produce 
an acre of cane. This Includes the rent of 
the land, the wear and tear of farm animals 
and machinery, the lai>or, cost of seed and 
fertilizers, and all other costs. Tlie aver- 
age yield of stubble and j;>lant cane together 
may be taken at 17.5 tons, though this is 
probably a little in excess of what is actual- 
ly obtained over the whole state. The cost 
of harvesting and mai'ketlng the cane, that 
is delivering it -to the factory, is, at least, 
85 cents a ton. It Is only fair to allow the 
grower of the cane 25 cents a ton profit. If 
he does not get at least this much he will 
have no encouragement to stay in the ibusl- 
neas and will leave it. Thus, the total cost 
of a ton of cane laid down at the factory, in 
Louisiana, is at least |3.53. 

A very common method of paying for con- 
tract cane In Louisiana is a certain percent- 
age of the price received per pound for yel- 
low clarified sugar. This ranges from SO to 
95 cents per ton of cane for each cent that 
prime yellow clarified sugar brings in the 
New Orleans market For Instance, if this 
prime yellow clarified sugar brings 3 cents a 
pound, the planter would receive from $2.45 
to $2.70 per ton for cane. Thus it is seen 
that the price of yellow clarified sugar must 
be above 3 cents or else there will be an 
actual loss to the cane grower in the making 
of his crop, if "he pays the full price per ton 
of cane. In order to secure the $3.53 neces- 
sary to cover the cost of production and 
profit of 25 cents a ton, it is necessary that 



yellow clarified sugar sell on the New Or- 
leans market for 4^ cents a pound. 

Hence it f<^lows that a reduction in the 
price of sugar below these figures must re- 
sult in the extinction of the industry unless 
the cost of production be correspondingly 
diminished. 

We have heard from the witnesses from 
Louisiana that the price of sugar in that 
state, within the memory of some of them, 
has been as high as ten cents a pound. We 
need only go to the statistics of sugar prices 
to see the gradual redu<?tion in the price of 
duty-free migkr which has been going on now 
for nearly six hundred years, in fact since 
the date when quotations of this price were 
first made. 

The important question now arises, may 
not the price of production be diminished to 
meet the fall in prices which Cuban free 
sugar would produce? I myself have long 
been a b^iever in lower and yet remunera- 
tive prices for sugar. These prices would be 
the result of better agriculture, improvement 
in the sugar content of the raw materials, 
improved technique in *the factories, result- 
ing in economy of fuel, saving of labor and 
more profitaWe utilization of by-products. 
As a prophet, I have looked forward bo the 
time when the cost of making refined sugar 
would not be quite three cents a pound in 
this country, and wihen, with fair profits to 
farmer, makers, and factor it would go on the 
consumers table at less than four cents a 
pound. I do not now despair of seeing the 
fulfillment of this prophecy if our legislators 
are as wise, and I believe they are, as our 
farmers are industrious and our manufac- 
turers skillful. But there is a natural limit 
to legitimate low prices which no skill can 
depress, no economy tran^ressi The young 
man who has a talent for the piano can at 
first make splendid progress in his art. But 
the time soon comes in his career when any 
additional refinemen^t of touch and- expres- 
sion coat months of weary labor. Finally 
all his efforts enaible liim only to maintain 
the mastery he iias acquired. So the efforts 
to secure remunerative yet low prices in 
sugar production wei^e at first exceedingly 
fruitful but now Ixave reached a stage where 
any further achievement means the highest 
effort which the best business and scientific 
talent can put forth. The movement of legi- 
timate prices downward will no longer be 
by leaps and (bounds. iMore work will have 
to be done to take off a sixteenth of a cent 
now tlian was necessary to remove a cent 
sixteen years a^o. 

Another question which "has been discussed 
before this committee is "How far can the 
reduction in the price of Cuban sugar eo 
without injury to the American industry?" 
There are two legitimate answers to this 
question, one is of a mathematical nature 
and one is biological. 

We assume first for the sake of the argu- 
ment that the sugar industry in this coun- 



try is reasonably profitable, otherwise there 
would be no reason for asking the question 
above, an assumption, I am sorry to say, 
wliich is not borne out by the evidence before 
the committee. The evidence of both sides 
shows that free Cuban sugar would destroy 
our industry. The distance from a reason- 
ably prosperous business to complete anni- 
hilation is a definite one, that is the dis- 
tance from profit to loss. We can also legi- 
timately assume that the profit to the Amer- 
ican industry now lies wholly in the duty 
imposed whatever may be the percentage of 
that profit on the duty collected. Mathema- 
tically then it follows that the magnitude of 
the profit will be diminished proportionately 
to the reduction in the duty. If that be 20 
per cent the profits of Americans Interested 
in the productive sugar industry would be 
diminished 20 per cent and so on to the 
total extinction of the duty. 

The biological side of the argument relates 
to the life of the industry. An industry like 
an animal may show active life even when 
moribund and so the sugar industry might 
be continued tor some time with a 20 per 
cent or even greater reduction in the rate 
of duty without apparent evidence of low 
vitality. A plucky business, like a plucky 
patient, will not show the white feather to 
approaching death. 

It appears from the evidence that with 
free sugar or a large reduction in duty Cu(ba 
would send us a million tons of sugar next 
year. This added to our own production of 
800,000 tons would still leave us 700,000 tons 
short of the consumption. This amount 
would have to be duty paid sugar and thus 
the prices would be kept up to the old stand- 
ard and no sugar producer in the country 
would suffer. 

If this contention be true, and it certain- 
ly is to a degree, then there is no reciprocity 
in the proposed arrangement. If the peo- 
ple of the United States have to pay full 
prices of duty paid sugar for sugar on which 
no duty is collected it is hard to see where 
the benefit on our side comes in. If the 
people in the United States get no benefit 
from lowering the duty on sugar who does? 
The Cubans? But the temporary benefit to 
Cuban planters would undoubtedly diminish 
in proportion to the increase in their sup- 
ply of our consumption, and wlien this point 
is reached, viz., when the Cuban output, 
joined with our own, supplies consumption, 
would disappear altogether. By that time 
there would not be a vestige left of out pres- 
ent Industry in the states, and the condition 
of un remunerative prices tor raw sugar 
which now confronts us would again ibe es- 
tablished. But it may be said the Cubans 
will let in our products at a reduced rate. 
Wle may ask then will our manufacturers 
sell at an increased price to the Cubans? 
If not where will our 'benefit come in? It 
can not be demonstrated in any convincing 
way that a reciprocity which does not lessen 
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the price of a commodity or a series of com- 
modities to the contracting parties is any 
advantage to either. If the contention be 
true that American sugiir makers will not he 
injured hy free Cuhan sugar so long as the 
supply does not equal concumption then it 
follows that if even one pound of sugar had 
to be imported duty paid, that the duty price 
to the consumer would be maintained. But 
this can not be possible and the fallacy of 
such an argument needs no further illus- 
tration. In another place the possibllitiee 
of sugar production in Cuba under free trade 
have been sTnown. Once started "in that 
direction it is not hard to see where the 
road would end. 

It is logically inevitable that any redue- 
tion In the duty on Cuban sugar would in the 
end depress the price, at least temporarily, 
of that commodity and thus add to the diffi- 
culties which the industry in this country 
is now meeting, bow prices, however, of 
themselves are not objectionable provided 
they are legitimate, since they stimulate con- 
sumption and thus secure hy a greater 
volume of trade remunerative profit. 

In the development of a sugar industry, 
some regard must be paid not only to the 
sugar itself, hut to the effects of the indus- 
try upon other interests. It is well known 
that in the sugar industry we have typified 
the highest principles of agriculture, as well 
as of the technique in the factories. Hence, 
in the development of such an industry in 
a country, we have an ohject lesson from 
which every branch of agriculture and every 
technical industry may take advantage. 

There Is no possibility of the agricultural 
part of the sugar industry succeeding in 
this country -w.ith a slipshod method of agri- 
culture. The most advanced principles of 
science must he applied and the highest style 
of agriculture practiced. Thus every sugar 
beet field becomes a veritable agricultural ex- 
periment station in ivhich is typified all the 
latest advances which science has discovered. 
Universal experience has shown that a sys- 
tematic sugar industry does not impoverish 
but increases the fertility of the soil, so that 
every crop ^rown in rotation with sugar beets 
is benefited to a greater or less extent. 

In the north of France 50 years ago the 
yield of wheat per acre was only 17 bushels. 
1 oday it is 27 bushels. This has been brought 
about solely by the effects of the beet sugar 
industry upon general agriculture. The price 
of land rapidly advances in all regions con- 
tributing to a sugar factory. Thus not only 
is fertility Increased but the farmer is also 
enriched by enhancement of land values. 

In the beet sugar industry especially, the 
by-products are of the utmost importance. 
The pulp forms a most desirable food for 
cattle, which is much sought after in all the 
regions where the heet sugar industry has 
been long estaibli^Oied, especially for dairy 
cows, and fOr purposes of maintenance, the 
pulps resulting from the manufacture of beet 
sugar are highly prized. The beet molasses 



forms a by-product of exceptional value. It 
is used either as a source of alcohol, or more 
especially as a cattle food. When mixed with 
some absorbing material, it forms a food of 
high nutritive value tending to produce large 
quantities of fat and supplying immense 
quantities of animal energy. 

In this country extensive experiments have 
been carried on by tiie Department of Api- 
culture, in the Bureau of Chemistry, in de- 
veloping the best forms in which this food 
can be utilized. It has been found that the 
fine ground stalks of Indian corn, after they 
have dried standing in the field, or after they 
have been cut for fodder are the hest pos- 
sible absorbents for molasses. In this fine 
ground state the corn stalks themselves 'be- 
come a nutrient almost as valuable as timo- 
thy hay. It has been shown by actual ex- 
periment tnat an amount of molasses from 
three to four times the weight of the corn 
stalks can be absorbed perfectly forming an 
almost dry mass which is of exceptional 
value for all forms of catiie feed, for fatten- 
ing steers, for feedi^fg sheep or pigs and for 
horses. Thus there is found clustering 
around a beet su^ar factory every form of 
the highest agricultural industry, and the 
paralysis or destruction of this industry 
would be a misfortune to the prosperity of 
our country which no words can properly 
express. 

The molasses from sugar cane is of no 
less value, either for alcohol or for cattle 
food. In addition to this, the bagasse, that 
is the residue from the mills or the diffusion 
batteries, is shown to be an excellent fuel or 
a most promising material for the manu- 
facture of paper. It is thus seen that many 
different agricultural industries and activi- 
ties of all kinds cluster around the sugar fac- 
tory. 

The price which a consumer pays for a 
pound of sugar is not the only thing to he 
considered. It should he, of course, as low as 
is consistent with its relations to other in- 
dustries and to fair profits. It might he a 
great misfortune, however, that he should 
be permitted to pay only 2 cents a pound, 
while It might he a great hlessing if he 
should be compelled to pay 5 cents a pound, 
for his sugar. 

The industries which are allied to the su- 
gar industry are almost numberless. It de- 
mands fuel; it demands machinery; it de- 
mands cooperage; it demands limestone. It 
touches almost every branch of manufac- 
ture. The four cents a pound which the 
manufacturer should receive under present 
conditions goes to all parts of our country. 
It has been shown by the testimony of the 
representatives from Louisiana that the in- 
terstate commerce due to the sugar industry 
in that state alone amounts to |7O,0O0,OO0 
a year. Is it wise "policy to strike down this 
inaustry for the sake of a few million dollars 
which it is claimed will go into the pockets 
of the Cubans? 

The ramifications of the beet s\igar indus- 



try are still more minute. It touches almost 
every branch of domestic prosperity. Cheap- 
ness is not the only thing to be looked after 
in political economy. We can have' cheap 
labor if we want it. We can break down the 
barriers which keep out the Asiatic hordes 
and we can supply laibor at 30 cents a day, 
but are we In a position to ask that out la- 
borers be brought into such a ruinous com- 
petition? 

Finally, the great product of a sugar Indus- 
try is found in the superior race of human 
beings which it engenders. It fosters every 
branch of science. It rewards every kind of 
labor. It sends its favors into every depart- 
ment of manufacture. It requires the high- 
est scientific intelligence. It exacts the 
greatest skill in its manual labor. It de- 
mands the best which humanity can offer and 
offers to humanity the best which any indus- 
try can command. To make our own sugar 
means not only the supply of our ihome mar- 
ket, but it means the development of citizens 
of superior qualities, of higher Intelligence, 
of greater skill. No country can afford to 
throw away the chance to develop a citizenry 
of such qualifications. 

Another fact must be taken into considera- 
tion, viz., the possibility of war with a for- 
eign country. It is true that we have grown 
so formidable that both on land and sea we 
are not only respected but feared. "We irnve 
strength which guarantees future peace, but 
still complications may a^rise which will 
plunge us into war with a foreign nation 
with a powerful navy. What then would be 
our condition if we were dependent upon a 
foreign country for one of our most import- 
ant supplies of food? The answer is not 
difllcult to surmise. We would be threatened 
'by the enemy. Our foreign commerce would 
be interrupted; our merchant marine might 
be paralyzed; our supply of sugar would be 
shut off, and thus one of our most important 
articles of food be turned away from our 
shores. I do not hesitate to say that it is 
far more economical for us to pay double 
the price for sugar produced at home, rather 
than secure sugar produced in foreign coun- 
tries at half the price. These are conditions 
which cannot be lost to view when the policy 
of this government is determined. 

If after all it Is found that we have still 
a certain duty to perfoj*m to Cuba, why not 
perform it as a nation? Why call upon one 
of our industries to do what owe nation, if 
any obligation exists, is called upon to do? 
Does our sugar Industry owe any more to 
Cuba than our steel industry? Does our 
tobacco rest under greater obligations than 
our manufacturer of textile fabrics, and our 
vegetable and fruit industry owe more to 
Cuba than our millers in iMinnesota who sell 
their breadstuff s? If we are to be taxed for 
the ibenefit of Cuba, let us be taxed as a whcrfe 
and not as a part, and if money must be. paid 
into the coffers of the Cuban treasury, lot 
it be given by us as a nation and to Cuba as 
a nation. 
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It is not difficult to show that If our do- 
mestic industry he destroyed, the benefits 
which come from its destruction will not be 
to Americans or to Cubans, but will go to 
the sugar refiners. A Kartel such as never 
was dreamed of in Germany will rise where 
smokeless •chimneye and rotting mills once 
were active and productive. There is a real 
danger, and there is where the benefit from 
reduction of duty asked by the witnesses 
before this eommittee will go. 

The statistical data shown in Exhibit A 
demonstrate that 72 per cent of the beet 
sugar w%ioh is made in the United States 
goes directly upon the market and does not 
pass through the hands of refiners. It re- 
quires no mathema/tician to demonstrate what 
will become of our great refining trusts when 
we make our own sugar and sell 72 per cent 
of it directly to the Jiome mlarket. Forty per 
cent of all the sugar made in Louisiana goes 
directly to the consumers, and thus we see 
that the refining interests are deprived of 
exactly that amount of profit. At the present 
time 72 per cent of our 'beet sugar is but 
little over 100,000 tons and- 40 per cent of cmr 
cane sugar is also but little over 100,000 tons, 
so that to-day but little more than 200,000 
tons of sugar reac/h the consumers of the 
United States without paying a tribute to 
the refiners. If w« succeed in disrupting our 
own sugar industry, the whole of the sugar 
we eat will pay duty to them. 

The quotations already given of refined 
sugar of about 94 polarization and 88 per 
cent rendement, at Magdeburg on the 9th of 
January, ghow that 110 pounds of this sugar 
could be bought for 6.40 marks, which is al- 
most exactly 1.4 cents a pound. Add to this 
the freights and duty and the priee of this 
sugar in New York is scarcely over 3 cents 
a pound. This is the kind of sugar with 
which our own producers are to be brought 
into competition. Willett and Gray state 
that the cost of refining is .625 cent a pound. 
This Includes the expense of distribution. 
This term^ "expense of distribution" is a 
most elastic one. It includes all rebates and 
drawbacks to the trades. It includes ell 
commissions to agents, all expenses of travel- 
ing salesmen and perhaps all rebates made 
in freights. There is no means of telling 
what part of the .625 cent is the legitimate 
cosi of refining. I doubt whether the cost 
is much over one-third of the whole. 

It is stated by the same journal that the 
refiners' profit in 1901 was .378 cent a pound. 
of the 2,250,000 toas of sugar consumed, in 
the United States at the present time, the 
refiners handle at least 2,000,000 tons, and 
this profit, as confessed by the statisti-cal 
journal referred to above of Willett and Gray, 
oan not be less than |15,0O0,000. 

If our refining Interests, about wliich in 
tieir legitimate field I have nothing what- 
ever to say except in praise, can absolutely 
control the consumption of sugar in this 
country, they will doubtless avail themselves. 



as other human beings would do, of the same 
privileges which have been used by the Ger- 
man Kartel, and as soon as our native in- 
dustry has been destroyed, would raise the 
price of sugar to the maximum permitted by 
the protective tariff. 

It is "hard to see the force of an argument 
which would throw the burden of our con- 
cessions to Cuba upon the producers of su- 
gar, while, at the same time. It would in- 
crease without doubt the profits of the re- 
finers. It seems, therefore, that if some- 
thing must be done for Cuba, a more Just 
way is to return to the Cuban treasury a 
certain percentage of the Imports collected 
from Cuban products in our country. This 
would be a gift from the whole United States 
to the whole Cuban people and wfhatever 
might be the objections to such a gift it could 
not be claimed that it was sectional or im- 
posed upon a single industry. Our people, as 
a whole, would be the givers and the Cuban 
people as a whole the beneficiaries. If aid 
must be given, let it be given as a nation and 
as a contribution from all our people, but do 
not let the gift be saddled upon a few al- 
ready struggling under burdens which are 
diftlcult to bear. In fact, if any industries 
are to be taxed for reciprocal purposes, it 
should be those which are supposed to be 
the beneficiaries of the reciprocity, viz., our 
food industries, out flours and breadstuffs, 
our cattle -foods, our "horse and mule indus- 
tries, our manufapturing establlshmients 
which send machinery, and especially our 
capitalists who invest their money in Cuba 
in the hope of receiving large returns. But 
why ask those of our citizens who are en- 
gaged in the promotion of a sugar industry 
which will benefit not only themselves but 
also the whole country, to bear the burden, 
whicli, if it be borne at all, is a national 
one? .. 

I have shown that if this country and Eng- 
land properly countervail the direct and in- 
direct bounties and thus prlace the produc- 
tion of raw sugar on a legitimate basis, the 
price of raw sugar will be raised at least 
half a cent a pound to all producers the world 
oyer. Thfs would be equivalent to 40 per 
cent of our import duty on raw sugar. If 
some arrangement could be made with Eng- 
land to secure this result, then Cuba with 
all her natural advantages need fear no com- 
petition from the beet fields of Europe, from 
those of California and 31icliigan, nor from 
the sugar plantations in the delta of the Mis- 
sisslppi. 



Notes on the Sugmr Industry. * 

A very interesting volume with the above 
title has recently been published, and as the 
author is very well known here and has been 
connected with th6 sugar trade in Greenock 
for fifty-three years, it will be readily under- 
stood that the subject has been treated with 
much research and lifelong experience. 

In referring to the antiquity of sugar, it 



appears that the earliest known references 
to it date back to Alexander the Great, 
while its medicinal and dietetic properties 
were recognized by both Greek and Roman 
physicians of the past ages. So far as Eng- 
land is concerned, however, no imports ojt 
sugar were received until the 13th century, 
when Venice sent London the extremely un- 
important quantity of 50 tons of crude sugar. 
It is noteworthy that as far back as the 16th 
century, long before the sugar-beet was dis- 
covered, the chief European nations were 
largely interested in sugar-refining from the 
cane, and that foreign competition is not new 
to England is shown by the information that 
Antwerp and other Continental refineries 
even then prevented any great success at- 
tending the first attempts at sugar-making, 
which commenced in this country about the 
year 1544. Whether this was then due to 
the existence of foreign bounties is not stat- 
ed. At a later date, when English sugar- 
refining had become an Important industry, 
it is amusing to read of an attempt to com- 
pel the West Indian planters — who were in 
those days the recipients of special privi- 
leges — to send more of their sugars to Eng- 
land instead of to the Continent, where bet- 
ter prices were obtainable; truly a striking 
illustration of the whirligig of time. London 
seems to have always been the chief centre 
of British refining, containing, as it did, 60 ' 
refineries out ot a total of 120 in England 
and Scotland. The average value of raw 
sugar in the 18th century was 34s, but, 
owing to the existence of war, and the fluctu- 
ating ownership of some of our West Indian 
Islands, the supply for the English market 
had become very uncertain, while, in addi- 
tion, irritating customs duties helped to 
bring about a period of unusual depression. 
An attempt to relieve this was apparently 
made by an agreement of the principal re- 
flners to reduce their output, and, by causing 
a fall in the value of raw sugar,, to be able 
to obtain a better margin for . working. 
Among other interesting details, the difficul- 
ties of any country, either British or foreign, 
of maintaining a pre-eminence in the world's 
sugfir -trade are well described, while the at- 
tempts of all classes in the past^ both plant- 
ers and refiners, to turn the «cale in their 
favor, afford striking proof that the compe- 
tition of the 18th century was but the fore- 
runner of the present struggle to make^ both 
ends meet. Suffice it to say that the publi- 
cation under review contains full accounts 
of the principal English and Scotch refiner- 
ies, both existing and defunct, with a short 
reference to the fact that at one time several 
small reflneries also existed in Ireland. Eilab- 
orate statistics of the consumption of sugar 
in the United Kingdom per head of popula- 
tion, import and export duties, the world's 
supplies, and the effect of foreign bounties, 
are clearly put forth, while the addition of 
personal references to some of the luminaries 
of the Britsh sugar industries together form 
a collection of matter, which is not only 
historically interesting, but which is also 
likely to prove extremely useful as a book of 
reference. — Produce Market Review. 



^Copies may b^ obtained from Messrs. J. 
M'Kelvie & Sons, Hamilton Street, Greenock, 
or from the author, Mr. J. M. Hutcheson, 
25, Highbury Hill, London, N., price 5s net. 
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WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Horduras — 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights — 
Screenings. . . 
No. 2 

Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings... 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton .... 

Polish, per ton... 
Reoelirts 



Mar. 1. 



2 03@4 10 
2 2b(sS 25 



- ® - 



5 @53i 

13i@l% 
17 50@18 00 
22 60@23 00 



Mar. 8. 



2 00(g4 10 
2 25(g3 25 



- @ - 

— C<? — 
-.@ - 

5 (^5^ 
3>i@13i 
2^i(g3Ji 
1J^@1% 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Mar. 4. 



2 00@4 10 
2 25(g3 25 



3>^(«3Ji 
2H(a3 
2 @2?i 
1%@2 



5 @53^ 

2 @2fji 

1%@2 

17 50@18 00 
22 50(923 00 



Mar. 6. 



2 00@4 10 
2 25(d3 25 



3>^@3% 
2^^3 
2 02^ 
1%@2 



6 @5^ 
3 @4^ 
2 («d2Jb 
1K@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 5QQ23 00 



Mar. 6. 



2 00@ 4 10 
2 25va3 25 



3KS3K 
2H@3 

2 (a2^ 
1%@2 

3 @4>4 
2 (a2% 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50(^23 00 



Mar. 7 



2 00@ I 10 
2 25^3 25 



3>i@3Ji 
2?g@3 

2 ®2H 
iJi(32 

5 fe53i( 

3 @iH 
2 «»2^ 
lJi@2 

17 50(318 00 

22 53(828 00 



Same Day Last 



75^3 90 



- ® - 



2 @3>i 
^H(b2H 

8 C0(3 8 50 
16 GO® — 



Tone of Market 
Close ot yeek 



Japan— Quiet. 
Hon daras— Quiet. 



Japan— Steady. 



Honduras— Steady. 



Reoeiyed. 
Sold 



•ales at New Orleans for the week ending 
nar. 7. 1909. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clban. 

5,941 4,090 

3,698 19,106 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, i^oi to Mar. 7, 1909. 
compared with last year, sauM time. 

Sacks Rough, pcts. Clbar 

This Year 1,000,478 220,135 

Last Year 797,632 130,842 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was dull at the end of 
the week but -prices showed "ho quotable 
change. The receipts were rather heayy and 
the demand by no means brisk. 



Molasses.' 

Centrifugal molasses was strong and 
slightly higher at the end of the week. Open 
kettle goods were nominal. 



Rice. 

Business i3i rough rice was somewhat ink- 
proved at the end of tihe week, with the bet- 
ter grades of Honduras monopolizing most 
of the business. The market closed steady. 
There was a fair volume of trading in clean 
rioe. 



Oxnard, Cal. 

The factory whistle Monday put about 50 
men at work cleaning the big plant for the 
summer's work. When the last ton of beets 
was made into sugar, the factory closed down 
and has renaiained practically untouched to 
the present time. The men were discharged, 
and the bosses — big and little — took a rest, 
which their nerves, worn to a frazzle by three 
months of day and night attention to busi- 
ness, most certainly needed. 

During the past week sugar makers have 
been returning from the various points where 
duty or pleasure called them at the end of 
the campaign. Superintendent Williams, who 
hBB been at Los Angeles, Assistant Super- 
intendent Sprague, A. L. Williams, A. M. 
Deperu, H. S. Thatcher, Chief Engineer 
Wayte and several others are back and are 
giving -^leir attention to business. 

But there is no such Job as has confronted 
before. There will be few, if any, changes 
in construction. As always, the plant will 



be thoroughly cleaned from the beet to the 
sugar end, but there are no radical changes. 
Last campaign the arrangement a^d organi- 
zation of the big concern was satisfactorily 
accomplished. 

It is rumored that one addition will be 
made — a purifying plant to take the salts 
out of the water used in the factory. This 
will be done to guard against the scaling of 
pipes and boilers with salts precipitated by 
the heat 

The situation at present from an agricul- 
tural point of view is not as promising. as 
one would like. The dryness had made plant- 
ing late, where it had been planned to have 
an early campaign. At the end of last week 
only 743 acres of seed were in the ground, 
and at the end of this week there will only 
be 900 at most, fully one-half of which will 
be on the Patterson ranch. Last year on a 
similar date 2,200 acres had been plant- 
ed, and part ready for planting. 

There are 20,000 acres of land pledged to 
grow beets. This would furnish in a good 
year 300,000 tons of beets, which is all even 
our magnificent plant would want to han- 
dle. But if this month continues without 
rain, but hAlf 'the tonnage may be expected, 
and if dry still longer — well, that is highly 
improbable. 

About 500 acres of beet lands are so situ- 
ated that the crops can be irrigated. Some 
of this will be begun Monday. The Ameri- 
can Beet Sugar Co. is going to allow farm- 
ers along the line of its ditches to use the 
natural flow free of charge. If irrigation be- 
came absolutely necessary to save the crops, 
the pumping plant will be started, doubling 
the flow, and for this service will be charged 
a pro rata to cover cost of pumping. Messrs. 
Arnold, Eastwood, Greville and others about 
Ocean view are preparing ditches to carry the 
water, which wlH be turned on Monday, flow- 
ing night and day.^— Oowrier. 



Won $350 on a Beet Crop. 

Among the cash prizes offered to the beet 
growers was one of $250 for the best flve- 
acre tract— and last w^ek H. V. Bennett, of 
Berthoud, was greatly surprised and hugely 
pleased in receiving a nice letter contain- 
ing a check for $250 as a souvenir. 

When Mr. Bennett put in his seed he did not 
know of these prizes; besides, as he has nev- 
er raised a like crop, he would not have con- 
sidered that he had a ghost of a show — even 
had l^e known of it But he had some good 
land — ^and when he finally learned of the 
prizes offered he took very good care of his 
crop. 

For nearly thirty years he has lived in 
his present locality-^and he knew his land 
better than most wives know their husbands. 
He tended his seven acres of it, he hustled 
over and pushed the crop right along. 

His yield was 25.1 tons per acre with a 
percentage of sugar better than 15 and a 
purity better than 80. His five acres gave 
him a net profit of $75 per acre — ^^after pay- 
ing for all his machinery and tools; so he 
figures the extra $250 as a genuine find. 

This coming season he will put in 25 acres 
and hopes to do as well — or even better than 
in the past— for like all those who have cul- 
tivated one year, he knows more about the 
needs of his crop. 

And H. V. Bennett is a lucky— «s well as 
.a pushing — man. Good for him.— ^Loveland 
Reporter. 

Personal. . 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux of Iberville parish was 
in to see us on Tbiirsday last. Mr. Co- 
meaux is going to plant some rioe this year 
on a portion of his place. He expects to 
have a good cane crop, and as his house al- 
ways does good work he will doubtless have 
Satisfactory results to show. 

Mr. O. Richard of Sunshine, La., who is 
closely identified with sugar planting and 
who is one of our best and most popular 
citizens^ was at one of our leading hotels 
on Thursday last. 
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WANTS. 



We wUI puMlak In this oolmnn, Itm of chart* until 
fartber aotlM, the eppllcetioiu of all BMiiagera, ever* 
•eere, eofloeert and racar-oiakert, and ethers whe 
■lay be leeidng poeltioae In the oeantry, and alee the 
wants of planters desiring to empley any of ^hese. 

WANTED— By a oompetent woman, a boarding honse 
on sagar plantation for the tall and winter of 190S. 
Hare experence and can furnish all necessary grooer- 
les. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. iM-Ot. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can giye best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2017 Philip St., New Orleans, La. 8-8^ 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who Is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Oall, Le Roy, 

N.Y> \ a-is-oa 

WANTEU>— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenenoe. 
Can fill any position from bnsine*s manager down. 
Best of references and bond If required. Address R. 
D. T. Shbbwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. 



furnish references on demand. 
DonaldsonvlUe, La, 



Can 
Address Box 2U. 
2-8-02 



WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrel^, by a good, competent man. with 
* L. A. Thomas, 1109 Cadis St, 



food references, 
[ew Orleans, La. 



WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, haying 5 
years experience In raw sugar Industry, two years 
In German refineries, one year on cane-sugar plan- 
tation, educatd ki German technical schools and 
uillverslties : Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Could commence immediately. 
Address 65*. F.5&&I7, Berlin, 53 Bergmann St 
67, Germany. 2-12-02 

,W ANTED — ^An American, 27, experienced in the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a j^ood mechanic 
and a first-class eyaporater and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchaijic, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store clerk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had oyer 18 years' experleeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will accept 

osltlon either in city or country, or wiU accept a 
position as night watohmah. J. J. Murpht, 145 Union 
street. East Baton Rouge, La. 2-U-08 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, hor8<)shoer, by namarried man with flrst" 
olass references. Alfred Gankl, care of the Chief, 
DonaldsonvlUe, La. 

WANTB0— A tenant to cultlyate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 

81y to B. Lbgendre, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
rleans. 

WANTED— A position as assistant OTSrseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Thbo- 
DORB Baudouin, HabnYlUe, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantati^ as OTerseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best ref erenoes. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W.S.. care Louisiana Planter. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest technical school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced In manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and alcohol from molasses, and familiar with all me^ 
ohanlcal, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 year8 of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and ^xpirlence. Address J. K., 8607 Carcndelet 
street, New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as watchman on sugar planta- 
tion or in city, bp young man of 22. Best references 
furnished. Address Watchman, Lauderdale, La. 
1-24-02 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Addreas 
Job Sarano, 019 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-OB 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugap making plant T waive years' expeiience. Best 
of references giyen. Address General Manager, 
89 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 1-20-03 



WANTED— Aposltlon to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with all deUUs of sugar house. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
«o superintend the cannmg of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business In ail Its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
naU Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelrlght 
by experienced young man 26 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubre, Lauderdale, La. l-ltf-02 

WANTED— Po dtlon by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a cropm Louisiana, M^ Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Sugar Maker, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarifloation, with first-class credentials .in 
Cuba or Mexico. Address L., this office. l-ll-Ol 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experiencedsugar t>olier and chemist and familiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED- Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business In 
eyery detail, can furnish best of references. Address 
Refiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A posittoni as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
tral ayenue, Brooklyn. N. Y. 

WANTED — >A clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; haye had seyeral 
years' experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonaldbonylUe, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — ^A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotlye engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both. 1 can furnish good references and 
and guamtee satisfaction. Address Marco, care 
tfal8 0fi!lce. 12-9^1. 

WANTED— Pbeltlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk,24 years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Artel, La. 12-9^)1. 

WANTED— H«'ad-overseer for sugar plantation in 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
ply; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
ier. 12-11-01 

WANTED— A compentent and exi>ertenoed young 
man now employed, desires a change for next yenr, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenner La. 12-13-01. 

WANTED — For season of 1902, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant oyerseer; un- 



married; wages f40 per month. Address Second 
Ovbrseeb^ Qngllsn Turn, La. -- ^- — 



11-21-01 



WANTED — Situation as oyerseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Haye many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Haye a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Addreas W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Solms, La. 12-8-01 

WANTED- A position as first-class oyerseer. 
Twenty years' experience. Can fumiah high refer- 
as to abiu^ and sobriety. Address Nickblbs Foret, 
786 Contl St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 

WANTED — Position as manager of sogar plan- 
tation. Can ffiye good references and satisfaetory 
reasons for desiring a change. Haye been IB 
years at place where now employed. Address, 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minenra, La. 12-6-01 

WANTED — A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position In country store or as 
oyerseer on a plantation. Has four years* experi- 
ence in modem culture. Address T. P. B.. Bsr- 
trandyllle, La. 12-2-01 



WANTED— At onoe, position as water tender, double 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar nouse Worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, U. 
P. N. Vegas, Lauderdale, La. IM4-0i 

WANTED-Posltlon by manager of plsntatlon etore 
Toung man, unmarried, good accountant and office 
man. Haye had charge of preeent business 11 yetra 
but seeks change, or will Inyest and enter partnenhip 
or rent. Address J. A. Menubt, Bertie, La. 

U-UOl 

WANTEB— Engagement as sugar maker after 
Dec. 24th. Address New Hope, care Louisiana 
Planter. 12-11-01. 

WANTED — A situation as oyerseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man 45 years old, Tsry 
healthy and of good endurance. Can fiye ftdr 
reference. Addreas L. B., care C C. Bills, Ellen- 



dale, La. 



12-8^1 



WANTED — A situation as assistant oyerseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 4902 by a yoonc 
married man. Am sober and Industrious and win 
give my employer aood seryices. Can furnish ref- 
erences. Address T. B. Nbsom, Belle Alliance, Lt. 
11-28411 

WANTED — Position sa sugar boiler In Louisi- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Adaress 1006« this of- 
fice. 



WANTED — A position as assistant or oyerseer 
on a sugar plantation for the crop of 1002; refw- 
ences furnished. Address W.. Lucy P. O., La. 
11-254)1 

WANTED — ^Two first-class centrifuml men for 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repair 
work. All expenses paid going and coming mm 
New Orleans with board and lodging. Address L 
D. DeBlanc, Plaquemlne, La. 11-25-01 

WANTED — A young man of 24, haying a fairly 
ffood education, desires to act as a representatife 
m New York City for any gentleman appredatliig 
an energetic worker. Address Richard F. Shaipi. 
445 West 88d St, New York. 11-254)1 

WANTED — ^By a sober and competent tobb^ 
man, position for the coming season as asotut 
chemist in Cuba or Mexico, or would like to bear 
from party assuming chemical control of a smr 
house. Understands clarification, etc. : can nr- 
nlsh references from present employer. Addresi 
L. Laeb, DorcesryiUe. La. 

WANTED — A position as assistant oyerseer for 
the coming year. For references address Geo. W. 
McFall or A. Wilbert*s Sons, Plaquemlne, La. 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Feed A. Sobbal, 
Plaquemlne. La. 11-274)1 

WANTED— A position as Manager on a snsar 
plantation, either in Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and haye had ample experi- 
ence, haying managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish best refer 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-44)2 

WANTED— Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and with ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement Best of 
references. Speaks English, German, French and 
a little Spanfish. Address Mackay, care Louis- 
iana PlANTBB. 1-44)2 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler to fo to 
Cuba or Mexico, with 12 years' experience. (^ 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoln. Laura, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position aa first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beudreaox, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— For 1008, position by a single young man 
(2S) as book-keeper and general office man or manacer 
of large sugar plantation store. Am strictly temps^ 
ate. a first-class double entry book-keeper, aocorats 
ana systematic, and am thoroughly yersed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prac- 
tical experience. GUt-edge references. Bond if re- 
quired. Address " Enebot," HahnylUe, La. 18-10-01 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or assistsnt 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rloq, by a competent snd 
first-daas man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
of references from Cuba and Louisiana. Jiv Wass, 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 18-114)1 

, WANTED — A single man of experience wishes 
a position aa manager or oyerseer for this year 
References: T. Belllsseln, Patterson, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Address A. D. Lawy. 
CenterylUe, La. 1-W)2 
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NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 15, 1902. 



N< 



THC LOUISIANA PLANTER 

ilND 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ off the 
Louisiana Sugar PlantenT Asiociatioiif 
Ascension Branch Sugar Plantenf As^flt 
Louisiana Sugar Chemist^ Assodationf 
Texas Sugar Growers^ Association^ 
Texas Sugar Planters^ Association. 

Pi bli ihed at New Orie aM , U^ every Satortfar MeralBf^ 

BT TBI 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUPAinURBR CO. 

Devoted to Houisiana Affricalture In general, and to 

th« Sugar Industry in particular, and In all 

lu brctnches, Agricultural, Mechanical. 

Chemical, political and CJom- 



mercial. 

BDITORIAI. COBFS. 
W. a STUBBS, Ph. D. W. J. THOBfPSON. 

W. W. PUaH. JOHN DYMOND, 

Altered ^t the Posiofllce at New Orleans as seooBA- 
dass mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Perannmi 

Terms of Sal)flcript1on (Including postage) 9S 00 

Foreign SutMcrl^Uon 400 

AD\'^RTISINa RATES. 



Bpace 


1 month 


8 month 


6 month 


12m<mth 


Itoch .\.. 

jtodi 


9600 
060 
14 60 
19 00 
28 60 
38 00 

86 00 
88 00 
40 00 
60 00 
100 00 


912 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 75 
70 00 
81 16 
90 00 
05 00 
100 00 
160 00 
250 00 


918 76 
86 00 
64 40 
7126 
88 16 
106 00 
12176 
186 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 


926 00 

48 00 


ainch 


72 60 


4lnch 


96 00 


5to(jh 


117 60 


eiAoh 


140 00 


Ttoch 

8tBdi 


190 00 


lOiDcdi 


200 00 


w»lf Putft 


800 00 


f^vSt: 


600 00 



An communications should be addressed to Thb 
Louisiana Tj^avtkr, 888 Oarondelet street^ Kew 
Orleans, La. 

LIST OP STOdCnOLOeRS. 



ikCall Brotbera, 
:>ftcCaH 4k Legoodie, 
Lmni OodduHiz* 
Jmws Teller, 

Lsoace Sofllett 



W, B. Brickdi, 
W. C. Stttbba, 
Mm Dyaioiid, 
DsaM ThoaiM . 
Pms ABanMn, 
It C. Weraotli, 

Shattnck ikHolliiuMi. 
BaHeReet. 
TheiBaa D. Mfller* 
Mirtdf IkZlegtor. 
T.Q. ncLaaiy. 
>-S.CIarfc, ^ 
KB. Lsrertt 

V. W. SMdUhn 

Jma 8a rioote. 



D.R.CiMer. 

fim dMahilit. . 
W.J.Beliaiu 
J. T* Moore. Jr. I 
BdwanU d HaaMBas, 
Johfl A. Morria, 

» VMtftob 

• Jfl« SOfW» 

• L* ll afilat^ 

• H* Murphy* 
odrswPrltitb 
.d J. Keck. 

.Qarig, 
ACMNpb M«fer« 
A* A* Weeds* 
dlab Jehnjoo* 
BeP.AnderlM, 
.noofiot. 
_jmt Mttllkia. 
.P.nilea* 
tealBA.B« 
J.N.PIiarr« 
MM 



BZBCUTIV8 OOinilTTBBi 
tkwyncCeU^ 



7fi^ A^i^t. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation. 

The annual meeting of this associa- 
tion was held last Thursday night at the 
rooms of the Chamber of Commerce, cor- 
ner of Union and Carondelet streets, New 
Orleans. President Emik Rost was in 
the chair, Secretary Dykers at the desk, 
and there was a very large attendance, 
among those present being Messrs. 
Henry McCall, Richard McCall, John 
Dymond, W. J. Behan, M. Glynn, H. S. 
Crozier, W. C. Stubbs, W. J. Thompson, 
L. M. Soniat, G. G. Zenor, H. S. Mor- 
gan, Jr., and a number of others. On 
motion duly made the reading of the min- 
utes of the previous meeting was dis- 
pensed with. The president announced 
that Messrs. L. F. Suthon of Houma and 
E. D. Andermann of Lagan were candi- 
dates for membership, and both of these 
gentlemen were unanimously elected. 

It being the annual meeting of the as- 
sociation. President Rost stated that the 
reports of the President, and of the Act- 
ing Treasurer were next in order and he 
made an informal report in which he 
stated that the association was in a pros- 
perous condition in every way and that 
the attendance at the meetings had not- 
ably increased during the past year. The 
discussions held at the meetings had been 
of more than ordinary interest and a 
large number of planters had been at- 
tracted to them and had taken part in 
them. He was kind enough to compli- 
ment this journal on its reports of these 
discussions, which he said was very wide- 
ly read by sugar planters everywhere. 
At the conclusion of the President's re- 
marks, the Secretary read the report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Joseph Bernard, who has 
been the Acting Treasurer of the associ- 
ation since the death of Mr. Wm. B. 
Schmidt. The Acting Treasurer's re- 
port covered the receipts and disburse- 
ments made during the year and showed 
a substantial balance on hand to the 
credit of the association. On motion of 
Gen. Behan the thanks of tHe association 
were tendered to Mr. Bernard for his 
kindness in acting as Treasurer from the 
time of Mr. SclTmi-dt's death and for his 
careful attention to the financial affairs 
of the association. 

The election of officers to serve during 
the ensuing year being next in order, the 



President called for nominations. 
Richard iMcCall in a few well chos< 
marks nominated for President, j 
Emile Rost, and the election of the ^ 
was immediate and unanimous. j 
Rost expressed his thanks for the ] 
conferred on him and Col. Richard 
Call then nominated* the remainder c 
ticket as follows: First Vice-Pres 
Hon. Henry McCall ; Second Vice-] 
dent, Mr. L. M. Soniat ; Third Vice- 
ident. Col. G. G. Zenor; Treasurer 
Chas. M. Whitney; Secretary, Reg 
Dykers. Executive Committee: 
John Dymond, Dr. W. C. Stubbs, 
John N. Pharr, Mr. Wibray j. Th 
son and Mr. Chas. M. Whitney, 
old officers were alj re-elected, anc 
Whitney -was elected to fill the va< 
caused by the death of -Mr. Schmidt 
was the Treasurer of the associatioi 
also a member of the Executive Coi 
tee. The newly elected officers 
each called on for a speech and a 
sponded >^ith appropriate remarks 

The election of oifficers having 
completed. Judge Rost announc^ 
the next business before the meeting 
the regular topic of the evening, 
Economic Feeding of Plantation i 
Under the Presnt Conditions of 
Priced Grain." Several papers had 
prepared on this tdpic and the Pres 
called first for the pa^er of Hon. 
Dymond, which Mr. Dymond read 
his usual excellent delivery and or 
tion duly made his paper was rec 
with thanks and ordered publish( 
part of the proceedings. The next ] 
was read by Mr. H. S. Crozier, an< 
was followed by a paper by Mr. Chi 
Moore of Terrebonne parish, whict 
read by the Secretary. The last ] 
sufbmitted was one by Dr. W. C. S 
which contained a vast amount of i 
mation relative to the, topic under di 
sion. It was moved and carried the 
thans of the association be extend- 
the writers of all the papers and 
their valuable contributions be publ 
in the official organ of the associj 
They appear in full elsewhere in th 
sue. 

The subject was then opened foi 
cussion and although the hour wa« 
the members exhibited a great deal < 
terest and a considerable discussion 
place, of which we will publish a 
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plete stenographic report in the next is- 
su of this journal. 

At the conclusion of the discussion 
Chairman Rost said that the next busi- 
ness before the meeting was the selec- 
tion of a topic for discussion in April, 
and on motion duly made the selection of 
a topic was left to the discretion of the 
Chair. The association then adjourned. 



The Cane Crop. 

Our advices from the country indicate 
that spring planting is practically com- 
pleted throughout the sugar district and 
that the condition of the seed cane, fall 
plant and stubble, is generally good. The 
weather during the past week has been 
favorable for the prosecution of work 
and for the germinating of vegetation, 
and it may therefore be said that the out- 
look from an agricultural point of view is 
a favorable one. 



The Indian Sugmr Crop. 

The marvelous quantities of sugar that 
are made from sugar cane in that mys- 
terious country, the far Elast, are occa- 
sionally heard from, but are really never 
fairly appreciated, as like the American 
hay crop, which surpassijes the cotton crop 
in value, it rarely ever enters into the 
markets of the orld in competition with 
other sugar and hence attracts no atten- 
tion. The Louisiana Planter has re- 
ceived Calcutta dates to February 6, and 
the area in Bengal planted in sugar cane 
is reported at 843,000 acres, of which 
812,000 were planted this year. The 
gross output of raw sugar in Bengal 
alone is estimated at 857,000 long tons, 
or abount one long ton per acre. 

While the Indian peasantry is the poor- 
est in the world, hundreds of thousands 
of them dying at times of famine, yet 
they consume all of their sugar at home, 
seeming to thoroughly appreciate the 
great food value of sugar and molasses 
that we are only now beginning to learn. 



Cane Parmins: in Demerara. 

In a recent issue of the Demerara 
Chronicle we learn that cane farming, 
which has become quite a feature of the 
Trinidad sugar industry, is attracting 
much attention .there, but presents spe- 
cial difficulties which may require some 
little time to solve. Cane transportation 
in Demerara is now done entirely, we 
believe, by plantation canals and small 
boats known as punts. Outlying fields 
belonging to small individual farmers 
may thus find access to a sugar house 
buying cane quite difficult. We should 
think that in the end our Louisiana 
methods of transportation by carts and 
cars will have to be adopted. 

Another difficulty named, and of less 



difficulty of solution, we should say, is 
a plan of payment. It is desired to have 
a plan of payment depending upon the 
saccharine content of the cane or of the 
juice. We here in Louisiana have for 
years had a sliding scale plan, depending 
upon the price of sugar, and more re- 
cently modified by some cane buyers to 
incJlude the quality of tlie juice. 

A novel plan is stated to have been 
adopted with satisfaction to all con- 
cerned by two sugar houses, and that 
is to say, 3 cents per gallon for the juice 
got from the cane. As this plan igfnores 
the quality of the juice, it practically co- 
incides with our plan of purchasing by 
the ton of weight. As Demerara cane 
is handled in boats, fed therefrom di- 
rectly on the cane carriers, its weighing 
is now a proposition of difficult solution. 
The measurement of the juice is its prac- 
tical equivalent, the effectiveness of the 
mill extraction being the only added com- 
plication. 

In Demerara the English imperial gal- 
lon is used, and it is one-fifth larger than 
our gallon. To use the Demerara fig- 
ures, then, the price of juice here would 
be 2y2 cents per gallon. With a ton of 
cane of 2,000 pounds, 75 per cent, ex- 
traction would give 1,500 pounds of 
juice, which, at 8 degrees Beaume, would 
•weigh 8.82 pounds per gallon, giving 
about 170 gallons per ton. This at 2j4 
cents per gallon would equal $4.25 per 
ton of cane, which is, of course, an im- 
possible price in Looiisiana, as the whole 
proceeds of a ton of cane here wouldn't 
much more than cover it, omitting en- 
tirely the cost of manufacture and ship- 
ment to market and cost of sale. 

Let us now consider the price from 
what may be more nearly a Demerara 
point of view. Sixty-five per cent, ex- 
traction would give 1,300 pounds of juice 
from a ton of cane. An im'perial gallon 
of juice at 10 degrees Beaume should 
weigh 10.73 pounds, and thus the ton of 
cane would give I23jmperial gallons of 
juice which, at 3 cents per gallon, would 
equal $3.69 per ton of cane. If the juioe 
tested 14 per cent sucrose, which may 
be doubted, it would contain 182 pounds 
of sugar, of which in practice it is very 
difficult to secure 90 per cent, in com- 
mercial sugar. This would give the Dem- 
erara factory 164 pounds of sugar per 
ton of cane, not worth 2 cents per 
pound, or less than $3 — and yet two fac- 
tories are paying 3 cents per gallon for 
cane ^igar, if the Demerara Chronicle 
of January 29 be correct in its report. 
Let us encourage cane farming, but don't 
destroy the factory. 



Trade Notes. 

For the Annual Reunion United Confeder- 
ate Veterans to be held at Dallas, Texas, 
April 22 to 25, Inclusive, 1902, the Texas ft 
Pacific Railway Company will sell round trip 



tickets from stations on Its line in Louis- 
iana at exceedingly low rates, In fact at 
lower* rates than have been announced to 
Dallas for a long time. 

Tickets will be on sale from points in 
Louisiana April 19th, 20th and 21st, 1902, 
limited for return to leave Dallas April 30th, 
1902, with privilege of extension to May 15tli, 
provided tickets are deposited with Joint 
Agent at Dallas on or before April 30th, and 
a fee of fifty cents Is paid at time of deposit. 
Tickets are limited for continuous passage in 
each direction, but for the benefit of those 
desiring to visit other points in Texas, spe- 
cial rate of one ^nd one-third fares fpr tlie 
round trip, will be authorized from Dallas, 
tickete to be sold April 25th and 26th, with 
final limit for return May 14th. Tliese side 
trip tickets will permit stop-overs at any 
point both going from and- returning to 
Dallas. 

Any one of our agents will be glad to ar- 
range for sleeping car accommodations and 
explain to you any points connected with 
the trip, or we will be glad to have you 
write direct to us for further information. 
H. P. Huges, traveling passenger agent, Ft 
Worth, Texas; E. P. Turner, general pas- 
senger agent, Dallas, Texas. 



The Buffalo Forge Company of Buffalo, N. 
Y., are building a large and interesting fan 
to be used for mine ventilation by the Mo- 
doc Coal Mining Company, of Glouster, 0. 
This fan is an Immense one with a 260-inch 
housing of the three-quarter type, and is 
constructed throughout of steel plate, rigid- 
ly stiffened and braced. 

The blast wheel or rotating element of the 
fan is of special design. It is to be driven 
by a direct connected horizontal engine at 
a speed in the neighborhood of 150 revolu- 
tions per minute. The fan will deliver 125,- 
000 cubic feet of air per minute at ordinary 
working speed. This is one of many typical 
mine ventilating plants which are constantly 
being built and installed by this company. 



We received a pleasant visit during the 
past week from Mr. S. H. Daniels, the repre- 
sentative of that well known boiler manu- 
facturing firm, Messrs. Walsh A Weidner, 
of Chattanooga, Tenn. Mr. Daniels is one 
of the most courteous salesmen who visit 
the sugar district and his firm will cer 
talnly* enjoy a considerable patronage among 
the sugar planters who are such extensive 
users of boilers and sheet iron work of every 
description. At this time when fuel oil is 
about to be used, there is a large amount of 
business to be done in the manufacture of 
tanks for storing the oil and Messrs. Walsh 
& Weidner with their splendid facilities can 
readily compete n a successful way for this 
business. 



Sus:ar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the LouisuifA 
Planter by Wilkinson ft Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Patent No. 693,930, Rice Hulling and 
Polishing Machine, granted February 25, 
1902, to William Van Houten and Simeon F. 
Prevatt, both of Nashville, Georgia. 



Digitized by 



Google 



March 15, 1902.] 



THB LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



171 



LOCAL LBTTBR8. 



Ascension. 

(SFBCIAL COBBESPONDBMCll.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A seasonable reformation has been effected 
by the meteorological powers that be and 
for the greater part of the past week we 
have been favored with the first real "grow- 
ing weather*' of the current spring. Under 
the genial influence of rising temperatures 
and bright sunshine, the grass is growing 
rapidly, the trees and shrubbery are putting 
forth buds and leaves and the earlier varie- 
ties of flowers are bursting into bloom. Nat- 
urally sugar cane — the species of vegetation 
in which our greatest interest centers — will 
feel the effects of these improved conditions 
along with the rest of nature's products of 
the soil, and soon we shall be hearing on 
every hand cheering notes of beautifully 
marked rows and perfect stands. 

A few mild complaints of defective seed 
have reached your correspondent at second- 
hand, but his ditect information as to the 
condition of both plant and stubble is all 
of the most gratifyingly encouraging charac- 
ter, and the remark, "Best seed I ever plant- 
ed," is frequently to be heard in conversa- 
tion among plantation managers and their 
assistants in this section. Perhaps the only 
unfavorable feature of the present situation 
—barring ttie lateness of the season, which 
is likely to l)e banished by the advent of the 
pending spell of warmer weather — is the 
continued scarcity of labor, portending a 
repetition anid possible Increase of the trou- 
ble and drmwbacka^ experienced from this 
cause durin g the recent grinding campaign. 
There are many who believe that this is 
even a more serious menace to the local 
sugar industry than the proposition pend- 
ing in congress to help the Cubans and lim- 
it our own people by reducing the tariff on 
cane products imported into the United 
States from Cuba. While some plantations 
have an ample force of hands, many others 
are already handicapped by shortages In 
this respect, 'and it behooves our sugar peo- 
ple to bestir themselves in the matter of 
searching for a remedy for the evil. 

The substitution of fuel oil for coal is 
also a "burning" question of the (fay, and 
from present indications it is probable that 
the new steam-producing- agent will be in 
use during the coming grinding season in 
nearly all the sugar factories of 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather, generally speaking, has been 
favorable since last report, notwithstanding 
the imterference of a Ught shower, and to 
some, especially those who had lately planted 
com, this shower may have been a benefit. 
The warmth has been sufficient to start 
everything to germinating and the trees are 



putting forth their foliage, and there Is no 
doubt of the arrival of spring. Cane plant- 
ing is finished on nearly all places excepting 
wiiere more ground has had to be prepared 
on account of extra seed, owing to its fine 
state of preservation this year, and the fa«t 
that the acreage was limited on some places 
where a part of the field was put in rice. 
Corn planting has been general, and we 
think a fine crop of this cereal will be grown 
this year, for at present prices of feed it 
pays to raise it. 

Mr. Victorine Comeaux, of Plaquemine, a 
prosperous sugar planter of the Point above 
Plaquemine, says he never saw better pros- 
pects; that he finished planting not only his 
cane but also his corn. Last year Mr. Come- 
aux worked his entire crop into syrup which 
was shipped to New Orleans as long as h.e 
got a good price, but when the price dropped 
below 26% cents he turned broker and sold 
the remainder of his crop at satisfactory 
prices, the lowest netting him 114.50 per 
barrel. 

The A. Wilbert's Sons Lumber & Shingle 
Company, of Plaquemine, has acquired all 
the land of the Plaquemine Land & Lumber 
Company, Limited, In which is Included the 
Indian Village plantation on Bayou Plaque- 
mine, noted for its fertility and good drain- 
age and it will be restored to cane culture 
and the cane rolled at the Myrtle Grove 
factory. It is also prabable that this com- 
pany will erect another saw mill at this 
place. 

The widow and daughter of the late EJmory 
Clapp have sold to Mr. Herman Wildemeier, 
of New Orleans, a large body of land on 
Bayou Orosse Tete opposite the Trinity plan- 
tation, and Mr. Wildemeier "has resold his 
interest therein to Messrs. Wlalter Q. Dycus, 
J. C. Wickliffe, Peter Stifft and Rose C. 
Falls, all of New Orleans, except the first 
named who is a resident of Marshall county, 
Kentucky. A large part of this land< Is 
available for sugar culture and we hope some 
day to see it in cane. 

Mr. Jos. A. Harrell, of Plaquemine, for 
many years manager of the plantations of 
Me^rs. Roth & McWilliams, has acquired the 
Cointment place, four miles from Plaque- 
mine, and Mr. Jos. Cointment and family 
have moved into the town of Plaquemine, 
after a residence of a quarter of a century 
on that place. 

The Geo. M. Murrell Planting & Manufac- 
turing Company, Limited, of Bayou Goula, 
have closed a contract with the Levert Com- 
pany, Limited, for the sale of the cy- 
press timber on the rear of their fine planta- 
tions, which is said to be the biggest contract 
of this sort ever entered into In this section. 

iBEBVnXE. 



been seriously interfered with by unfavor- 
able weather, while the condition of the seed 
cane is not what it mlgiht 'be. It seems im- 
possible for the planters to get in a full 
week's work. As soon as the fields dry out 
sufficiently from one rain to permit resump- 
tion of planting operations, another spell 
of bad weather sets in and work is again 
suspended. These unsatisfactory conditions 
as to weather have prevailed from the be- 
ginning of the planting season to date, and 
the end is not yet Worst of all, the rains 
that hkve so seriously retarded field work 
are also proving injurious to the seed cane 
itself. 

Without going into .tiresome details, it 
can be said in a general way that there is 
considerable bad seed cane in this parish. 
As a matter of fact, only one planter in all 
West Baton Rouge claims that his seed cane 
is thoroughly good. The others admit that 
theirs is "spotted." As so frequently hap- 
pens, the best seed is found in spots where 
it is least expected. Good cane is found in 
low, badly drained places, and the worst 
seed on many places is that which had been 
put down with special care in choice portions 
of the fields. As a result of defective seed,, 
considerable "thick" planting is being done. 

So far, very little is known as to the ac- 
tual condition of the stubble, 'but reports on 
the subject are not altogether reassuring. 
One of the most successful planters in the 
parish stated last Sunday that he had made 
as careful examination of the stubble as was 
possible at this time, and concluded that the 
first year stubble would be good, the second 
year deficient. He was inclined to believe 
that this condition would be found quite 
general. Much of this is, of course, pure 
conjecture, as it is only in April that the 
actual condition of the stufbble becomes 
manifest. 

It is now quite generally understood that 
at least four factories in this parish-^mith- 
field, Allendale, Poplar Grove and Ciliclare — 
will use fuel oil next grinding season. 

Labor is still scarce in 

West Baton Rouoe. 



West Baton Rous:e. 

( SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Reports from the cane fields are more or 
less conflicting and, on the w*hole, decidedly 
unsatisfactory. Planting operations have 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been very fine for farm 
work for the past week and farmers have 
been making good use of the opportunity. 
There has been no rain at all and though 
the wind has been a little disagreeable It 
did not interfere with outside work. For 
the past day or two real sfpring weather has 
been upon us, the trees are budding out, 
birds are building their nests and even the 
cricket and frog have given up their winter 
abode and have ventured out to enjoy the 
magnificent atmosphere. Farmers are a lit- 
tle more jubilant now than formerly. The 
cane farmer has at last taken courage and 
many of them prepared their lands and ace 
planting and a few have finished planting. 
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The acreage will be as small as can be put 
In. Many planted cane because they had the 
seed on hand and could not dispose of it at 
any price, not even give it away and others 
took heart when they saw that there would 
possibly be no rash act by congress in deal- 
ing with Cuba. The seed cane was very fine 
this spring, the best that has been in the 
Country for ^ears and had it all been plant- 
ed the acreage would have been large. The 
Tice farmer is getting a hump on himself 
now. A few of the more progressive ones 
have planted already and many have their 
lands ready to plant but are waiting .until 
later. Mr. Eraste Mouton has about 300 
acres planted on his place on Lower Ver- 
milion and he reports that about 100 acres 
^f it is up and looking nicely. He was one 
of the first on the market with, new crop 
rice last season and bids fair to be one of 
the first this year. The rice acreage will be 
immensely large this year and if the farm- 
ers escape salt water the harvest will doubt- 
less be heavy. All the canals are In fine 
shape and will be ready in time to furnish 
water, there are being numbers of wells put 
down, in fact the demand for wells is far 
Ijeyond the capacity of the few parties that 
ure in the territory doing that class of work. 
A party with a good well drilling outfit could 
find all the work here that lie could do for 
weeks to come. Corn lands are being put in 
fine shape for planting and some com has 
T>een planted already. The crop promises 
to be large as the acreage will exceed any- 
thing that has been planted In the country 
for some time. There is a scarcity of both 
corn and hay in this parish and prices are 
Tery fancy. Rice straw is selling readily 
for $12 per ton baled and com cannot be had 
for $1.25 per barrel. Cotton lands are being 
' l)ut in shape, the acreage will be about the 
•same as last year, with possibly a small in- 
crease. 

The Planters' Rice Mill Company, Ltd., 
will give out the contract for their mill 
l)uilding and machinery on Thursday next, 
the 13th. Everything points to New Or- 
leans parties as being the successful bidders. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBNCE.) 

JEditor Louisiana Planter: 

With the exception of a light rain which 
fell on the tifternoon of the 4th the weather 
lias been favorable for plowing and planting. 
The morning of the 5th was quite cool, there 
Toeing a drop in the temperature down to 
30 degrees which developed a heavy frost 
And ice, to such an extent that it was at first 
thought that All of the more advanced fruit 
buds had been destroyed, but as the weather 
at the time was comparatively dry it was 
found on later investigation that the fruit 
crop had escaped damage. 

The farmers and planters are all busy this 
week planting and preparing to plant com. 
IMaixy of the farmers who have small (but fer- 



tile tracts of land finished corn planting last 
week and have now turned their attention to 
the preparation of the soil for cotton plant- 
ing as soon as the season will permit them 
to do so. From all the reports it seems that 
the planters throughout the parish have de- 
cided to plant an increased acreage to corn, 
as they realize how important it is to have 
their com cribs full to overfiowing to pro- 
vide feed for their stock. 

Cane planting has been brought to a fin- 
ish and in every instance that has come to 
my knowledge the results have been ex- 
tremely gratifying. Stubble is sound and 
promising, with every prospect of growing 
and yielaing a profitable crop. A strong ef- 
fort will be made this spring and early sum- 
mer by all who can do so to plant every 
available foot of ground to pease for the 
purpose of renovating and building up the 
land, as well as to supply hay for stock food. 

Some of the farmers in this district of the 
country speak of experimenting with red 
top gr^ss which, it is claimed, will grow in 
this climate and make a permanent pastur- 
age for the grazing of horses, mules and 
cattle. 

Alfalfa is now beginning to grow and it 
presents a fine and refreshing appearance. 

I hear very little said about sorghum. No 
doubt some of it will be planted, but not to 
the same extent that it was in past years. 
Whatever is planted will be sown broadcast 
with a certain per cent of German millet and 
cut with the reaper about the time the mil- 
let blooms and converted into hay. This 
will bring it in early and when properly 
cured it supplies a refreshing ration for 
farm mules. 

Cotton will be planted very extensively 
this spring over this and adjoining locali- 
ties of the parish. Somehow it seems im- 
possible to get along in the rush for wealth 
without planting cotton in varying amounts 
from a small patch of an acre up to five hun- 
dred acres. As the season advances the con- 
dition of the soil is rapidly improving to 
the great advantage of those having plant- 
ing and plowing yet to do. 

The past four or five days have been warm 
and blustering and to-day the mercury was 
up to 78 degrees in the shade and it is typi- 
cal March weather, with indications of rain 
soon. 

A heavy electric storm set in at 12 o'clock 
on the morning of the 12th, sending down 
heavy showers of warm rain to benefit and 
bring up cane and com that is planted. At 
sunrise this morning, the 12th, the tempera- 
ture is 60 degrees and the weatner is clear 
and beautiful. Ebin. 



like in temperature, it has not always been 
so in appearance, for there has been a gloom- 
iness in the atmosphere, cloudy days being 
frequent with showers occasionally, without 
that usual brightness which is so character- 
istic of the April visitations. The showers 
have been sufficiently frequent, but the bene- 
ficial infiuences thereof have not been felt 
very long, owing to the extremely disagree- 
able high winds, which blow every day, dry- 
Ing up too readily the little moisture which 
is so necessary for the present welfare of 
the crop. Perpetual motion is the order of 
the day; cane planting is about finished, ex- 
cept on very few places, but if the weather 
holds up, laese will have finished ere the 
end of the week expires. The process was 
accomplished thoroughly, owing to the good 
condition of the soil, fair weather and es- 
pecially splendid seed cane. The showers 
of the planting campaign owing to the de- 
plorable scarcity of labor is the only com- 
plaint to oe made on the whole, for there is 
much work to be done, which is rather late, 
principally com planting, which has not 
yet been attempted on many places, conse- 
quently there is a msh of work on hand, 
which cannot well stand delay. However, 
with favorable weather conditions hereafter, 
the present tardiness will be mitigated If 
the growth of a late planting is helped along 
and not checked by meteorological reverses. 
We are apt to nave one or two cold snaps 
yet, which would nip early planted com al- 
ready up, which would not be an unusual 
occurrence after all, for we have already ex- 
perienced such fickle spells, later in' the sea- 
son. On tills principle, it is sometimes a 
drawback to be too hasty in shaving stub- 
bles, for they are also susceptible to late 
cold spells after the shading operation. In 
speaking of spring planting, it is worth men- 
tioning how general was the lack of fertil- 
izers put in this year. The only people in 
this district who consumed any fertilizer at 
all in spring planting were the Miles Plant- 
ing & Manufacturing Company, of the Ar- 
mant, St. James and Back Quarter places. 

Mr. H. Guidry has leased two hundred and 
fifty acres of rice land from Mrs. S. Hymel 
& Sons, of St James estate, which will in- 
crease the acreage of rice culture in this 
district over last year's. 

Mr. J. Rolling, of Pike's Peak plantation, 
is recovering from an attack of the grippe. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Vegas, of Richbend plan- 
tation, spent a few days in New Orleans 
this week; the lormer is undergoing treat- 
ment at the Touro Infirmary, under Dr. 
Matas. St. Jahes. 



5t* James — Risrht Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

EiVery phase of weather, cold and too much 
rain, has prevailed within the past week, at 
the same time proving mostly favorable for 
every kind of field work. Though spring- 



Talmas^e on the Rice flarket. 

Under stormy conditions the week opened 
at sluggish pace but promptly changed for 
the better and closes with marked activity. 
Prices continue somewhat irregular and 
most of the business accomplished was at 
concessions. As heretofore, the chief move- 
ment is in Japan sorts, although there is 
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jto% a Utile bit doing in Patna which is sell- 
ing freely "to arrive." 

Advices from the South note light move- 
ment at all points. Along the Atlantic coast 
there is a fractional easing of values, many 
of the planters and factors now disposed to 
market, and offerings more plentiful t!han for 
some weeks past. In New Orleans and gen- 
erally throughout the Southwest — ^as pre- 
viously noted — the supply is large and as 
with many millers and planters necessities 
are pressing, sales have heen made quite re- 
gardless of normal worth. A number of the 
mills have closed down for the season and 
others will follow suit during the coming 
week. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad, 
note general sluggish movement and easier 
forward prices in both Burmah and Bengal. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,225,175 sadcs; last year, 920,043 
sacks. Sales, cleaned, 975,100 pockets; last 
year, 697,587 pockets. Market hardening. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
Crop ^Movement to date: Receipts, 35,495 
barrels. Sales, 33,150 barrels. Market steady. 



Professor Carmody of Trinidsd on 
the Merits of Cane Sugar. 

It appeared to him possible to do some- 
thing for cane sugar, by bringing its merits 
properly before the public. The cane was 
the most natural source from which sugar 
could be obtained. There was a very great 
difference between beet and cane sugar. The 
flavor of the cane sugar could be retained 
up to the refining stage. Beet sugar had an 
unpleasant flavor from the very beginning, 
and that unpleasant flavor continued up to 
the refining stage, when it was washed out 
and the beet was given the flavor of cane 
sugar. He had seen beet sugar washed with 
a solution of cane sugar to give it the neces- 
sary flavor. 

He produced two samples of beet sugar he 
got in London, and said they would notice at 
once the difference in smell between beet 
and cane, the smell of the beet samples was 
80 very bad. We produced from cane a su- 
gar which naturally possessed a ery agree- 
able flavor, and our endeavor shouia be to 
preserve that flavor and not get rid of it. 
It would be as suicidal a& it would be for 
the producer of brandy to get rid of the 
flavor. In the refineries they lost a certain 
amount of the value of their sugar. Since 
the establishment of central factories they 
had produced sugar containing 97 to 98 per 
cent of pure sugar and one or two per cent 
of sugar containing the agreeable flavor of 
cane sugar. They should try and sell their 
sugar in that form and show that it was 
pure cane sugar. They had an example in 
the yellow crystals characteristic of the 
Demerara style of manufacture, and he 
thought everything should be done to pro- 
duce a better article. A great many prose- 



cutions had occurred in England in connec- 
tion with the sale of dyed crystals. Before 
they could sell those sugars as dyed crystals 
they must reflne them and make them as 
pure as ordinary reflned sugar and then dye 
them. That was how analysts were able to 
distinguish between cane sugar and beet su- 
gar. It would be necessary that the combi- 
nation which he proposed should not be con- 
flned- to a single colony, but should be ex- 
tended to other West Indian colonies. In 
England at present there were some manu- 
facturers selling cane sugar under a trade 
name to protect it from' competition witlh 
beet. This step had been taken by a gentle- 
man who had an estate in Barbadoes, his in- 
tention being to sell all his sugar in four- 
pound bags under his trade name. It would 
be impossible to imitate that, but the ques- 
tion was whether an organization could not 
do it successfully. Another reason why he 
thought the present time was a good one to 
start something of this kind was that there 
was a certain amount of feeling in England 
at presenjt in favor of cane sugar. The 
Ehiglish market was our best market for 
yellow crystals. The American market, he 
believed, was the best for refining crystals. 
The feeling had shown itself in the great 
London Army and Navy and Civil Service 
stores, which now distinguished in their 
price lists cane sugar from beet. Formerly 
no distinction was made between beet and 
cane, but now the distinction was made in 
these stores. These associations were set- 
ting an example which he had no doubt 
would be followed by other large co-opera- 
tive stores.— Jowrnal Jamaica Agrioultural 
Society, 



What the Big Four R. R. Superintend- 
ent Says About Buffalo Forges. 

Buffalo Forge Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Replying to your inquiry in regard to the 
performance of the down draft forges de- 
signed and furnished for our blacksmith 
shop at Wabash. These forges were pur- 
chased and placed in service in 1895, and 
since that time they have given satisfactory 
performance. 

We consider the down-draft system an ex- 
cellent one, first, on account of the thorough- 
ness in removing smoke from the shop, and 
second, on account of not requiring over- 
head pipe or other obstructions to interfere 
with or prevent the handling of heavy work 
with cranes, etc. Wm. Gabstang, 

Supt. Motive Power at Indianapolis, of Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis 
Railway Company. 



Trade Notes. 

John TiirVs Sons — The attention, of our 
readers is directed to the advertisement of 
this well-known concern which we have car- 
ried regularly for many years. They have 
built up a business all over the sugar pro- 
ducing world and are carrying out contracts 



continually for light railway material, su- 
gar cars, tanks, cane cars, sugar machinery 
and steel and iron work of every description, 
and their goods are placed not only in the 
Louisiana sugar district but throughout a 
large number of foreign countries. A very 
excellent reputation has been built up by 
the firm and those of our readers who are ia 
need of anything in the above mentioned 
line should get estimates from them before 
placing their orders. Their address is 534 
W. 28th street. New York. 



Items of Interest. 

The Louisiana Petroleum Co., which is- 
now prepared to supply fuel oil to the sugar 
planters, is in a position to furnish some in- 
teresting information on this subject to those 
who contemplate burning oil this year. Write 
them, mentioning this Journal, and an im- 
mediate reply will be forthcoming. Their 
address is Godchaux Bldg., New Orleans, and 
there should be no delay in writing them it 
you wish to get the best results. 



5us:ar and Rice Patents. 

Reported specially for the Louisiana. 
Planter by Wilkinson ft Fisher, Attomeys- 
at-Law and Solicitors of Patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 694.548, granted to Albert 
Homer of Paauilo, Hawaii, cane loader. 

Patent No. 694,871, granted to Lucas Lltty^ 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana, for clarlfier. 



Personal. 



Mr. Geo. R. Roman, who has been en- 
gaged during the recent campaign at the 
Lower Terrebonne Sugar Refining Company, 
has returned to the city. Mr. Roman is an 
extremely skillful sugar boiler and has taken 
off some of the largest crops in this state and 
elsewhere. 

Mr. M. J. Tiernan, of the Justine planta- 
tion of Mrs. J. L. Darragh, was in the city 
on Wednesday last. Mr. Tiernan is thor- 
oughly posted on every point of plantation 
management and has been in the business 
many years. 

'Mr. Fred Wilbert. of Plaquemine, La., one 
of the proprietors of the Myrtle Grove planta- 
tion near that town, was a guest of one of 
our leading hotels during the past week. 

Mr. Arthur Tarby, who has been a sugar 
"boiler at the Calumet place for many years, 
was m New Orleans on a visit a few days 
ago. 

Mr. M. M. Neames, a sugar house en- 
gineer of high reputation, was in the city on 
Thursday. Mr. Neames lives in St. James 
parish and is widely known throughout that 
section of the country. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat, of Dorceyvllle, was in 
the city on Thursday and attended the an- 
nual meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association. 

Messrs. Richard McCall and Henry Mc- 
Call, of Ascension parish, was in New Or- 
leans during the past week. Both of these 
gentlemen are prominent members of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters* Association and 
they were present at its annual meeting held 
last Thursday night. 
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FOREION LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

(special cobrbspondbmcb.) 

Berun, Feb. 22, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The winter, which this season has set in 
at 80 late an hour, has, generally speaking, 
kept on during the week under review, pnly 
one day — ^Wednesday — ^has been somewhat 
warmer, so that it seemed that thawing 
weather and spring were close at hand. This, 
liowever, has not been the case, for the tem- 
perature sank speedily again, and at the 
close of the week hard frost is again pre- 
vailing. It would have been much better, for 
the present, if the winterlike meteorological 
conditions had not been Interrupted, for by 
the mild waVe the scanty cover of snow lay- 
ing on the fields has been nearly takei^ off, 
thus the latter are lying again bare and 
anew exposed to the inclemencies of the 
^ weather, which is the more dangerous, for 
the winter crops, as on sunny days the sur- 
face of the soil is softened and hardened by 
the subsequent night frosts. In this way 
the roots of the young cereal plants are fre- 
quently caused to b|irst and to be destroyed 
with the unwelcome consequence that those 
flelds must be turned over, giving additional 
room for beet planting, while the general 
cry is for a reduciion of the same. Reports 
from abroad are also going to show that a 
tardy winter has set in in almost every beet 
country, generally to the satisfaction of the 
farmers, especially in those places where, 
like in France, sufljcient snow has fallen. As 
one advantage of the winter, it is considered 
that It may prevent the increase of insects 
which are apt to do much harm to the young 
plants. With regard to the weather it may 
l)e observed still that in Russia, where the 
winter has been so far remarkably mild, the 
temperature has become severely cold, so 
that taken all in all the prospects are at 
present for a late spring and consequently 
for late sowings. 

The sessions of the Brussels bounty con- 
ference will be resumed day after to-morrow, 
' the 24th inst. It is now rumored that a 
basis has been found for further negotiations 
and provided all governments agree with it, 
the result would be that all bounties shall 
be removed on September 1, 1903. But not' 
only the bounties are made war against, but 
also the import duties are the subject of at- 
tacks. This, of course, means a fight against 
the kartel existing in Germany and Austria 
The import duties amount, in the former 
country, to 40 marks for 100 kilograms of 
-sugar of every description, while in Austria 
60 krones are levied on the same quantity, 
but of these sums M. 20 and kr. 38 are the 
consumption taxes, so that 20 marks and 22 
krones respectively remain as protection. It 
must be admitted that without the protective 
tarift, the kartels would be impossible and 
therefore the general outcry in those coun- 
tries whose import duties are lower. Now 
France and England propose that the so- 



called surtax, that i« the amount exceeding 
the consumption tax, should be reduced to 
5 francs— 4 marks for 100 kilograms, but 
this rate would be utterly insufllcient not 
only for any combination for self-protection, 
but also with regard to the import of for- 
eign sugar. It is said that France is willing 
to give up her bounties, direct and indirect, 
if Germany and Austria accept the above 
conditions, and there is apparently much wil- 
lingness to do so on the part of the last 
named powers and the dlfFerence seems only 
to be the amount of the surtax and the date 
of their eventual reduction. (Germany, it 
is said, insists on a protection of 8 marks, 
while the government of England will not 
admit more than 6 francs (4 marks.) In the 
case that no agreement should result, Eng- 
land threatens to lay countervailing duties 
on bounty paid and cartellized sugar, but to 
tell the truth, our sugar manufacturers are 
not so very much frightened by the English 
threats. Germany and Austria are excellent 
customers of England and they are of the 
opinion that that country ou^ht to consider 
it twice before plunging into a tariff war 
which inevitably must be the case if the 
continental powers observe a firm attitude 
against the English exactions. There is a 
great deal of fuss about the bounties, but 
every thinking man will see that bounties 
are simply the countervailing duties against 
the advantages nature has bestowed on a 
number of countries. The bounties are grant- 
ed with a view to counterbalance these ad- 
vantages and if countervailing duties are 
levied on sugar produced in countries less 
favored by nature, the equilibrium is dis- 
turbed in favor of the former class of coun- 
tries. The rapid and rather unhealthy de- 
velopment of the sugar industry of Sweden 
is demonstrated by the following figures — of 
the campaign of 1900-1901 (those of the pre- 
ceding year in parenthesis). There were 17 
factories in operation, which worked 875,912 
long tons (622,077 tons). Sugar, of first run- 
nings, produced 109,265 tons (76,162 tons); 
second runnings 5,470 tons (4,097 tons) ; per- 
centage of sugar obtained, 13.10 per cent; 
molasses produced, 17,441 tons, (18,654 tons). 
The smaller output of molasses If of course 
an improvement due to either a better qual- 
ity of the beets or a more perfect extraction 
of saccharose. 

The statistical position of the three prin- 
cipal beet countries of Europe, Germany, 
Austria and France, was on January 31, the 
following: Production, 4,480,212 tons (3,- 
949,977 tons), increase 430,295 tons; impor- 
tation, 48,619 tons (49,260 tons); exporta- 
tion, 1,442,210 tons (1,287,018 tons), Increase 
155,192 tons; consumption, 850,130 tons (885,- 
401 ton$i), decrease 35,279 tons; final stocks, 
2,857,969 tons (2,392,357 tons), increase 465,- 
612 tons. The last item fully characterizes 
the unfavorable condition under which the 
markets at present are laboring. 

The markets are for the time being exclu- 
sively governed by the prospects of the boun- 



ty conference, so during last week, when, 
with the varying tenor of advices in this 
respect, prices and tendency changed several 
times, that ift, the markets drooped when the 
success of the conference became questiona- 
ble, and they strengthened when favorable 
advices leaked out. At the close the latter 
was the case and prices are quoted a shade 
higher than last week. Actual 88 per cent 
sugar is worth at Magdeburg M. 7.60-8.05, 
and delivery February fetched M. 6.725 f. o. 
b. Hamburg. Refined were a little more ac- 
tive but unchanged in price. 

Robert Hennig. 



Havana. 



(special cobbsspondbncb.) 

Havana, March 8, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Bugar Market— This market has ruled 
quiet, the postponement in granting the tar- 
iff concessions in behalf of Cuban products 
having utterly discouraged purchasers, wlio 
have withdrawn from the market the con- 
dition of which has been impaired to a fur- 
ther extents by the report of a decline in Lion- 
don and New York, and as planters, pre- 
vious to the decline, were already reluctant 
to accept the low ruling prices, business 
transacted during the week under review, 
has been altogether unimportant and com- 
prises only about 36,000 bags centrifugals, 
94-96% lest, at from 1.62% to 1.87% cents, 
and 1,200 bags molasses sugars, 89 test, at 
.81% cents per pound, the market closing 
to-day quiet and rather weak at from 1% to 
1% cents for centrifugal sugar, 96 degrees, 
of good shipping classes. 

Orop Reports — ^The weather continued pro- 
pitious for grinding, which was well kept 
up until the middle of the week, when, rain 
set in again over the greater part of the 
island especially the western and central 
regions, and the water fell so copiously in 
some districts that grinding operations were 
forcibly interrupted during several daya On 
the other hand, the rainy weather has been 
highly beneficial to the growing cane, the 
appearance of which has generally improved. 
New plantings have been effected on a very 
limited scale owing to the discouragement 
imparted to planters and cane growers by 
the prolonged delay in obtaining the needed 
tariff concessions and the low prices ruling 
for the staple. The diminution in the yield 
of the cane is becoming more and more vis- 
ible, a circumstance that is likely to prevent 
the crop from being so large as was expect- 
ed at the beginning, despite the high density 
in the juice. 

Suppression of Sugar Bounties — ^The agree- 
ment reached by the Brussels Sugar Con- 
ference, whereby export bounties will be 
abolished on September 1, 1903, and import 
duties in Austria and Germany reduced to 
six francs per 100 kilograms, will, undoubt- 
edly, prove quite profitable to cane sugar, 
as it will reopen to this product the great 
British market, from which it has so lona 
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been excluded, owing to the low pricey beet 
sugar was sold at there. 

This agreement puts an end to the pro- 
longed duel between beet and cane sugar, 
the victory remaining with the latter, which 
can be produced at a cost that defies com- 
petition on the part of the beet, whose ex- 
istence and development depends entirely 
upon tariff protection, and it is likely that 
when deprived of it, beet sugar will be man- 
ufactured only in such countries where the 
industry may be able to exist upon its own 
merits. There will then be no over-produc- 
tion to be feared and as the universal out- 
put will be in perfect accord with consump- 
tion, it is likely that prices will soon re- 
trieve their normal level and the manufac- 
ture of cane sugar will be again a paying bus- 
iness, instead of being, as during the past 
few years, a ruinous enterprise for all those 
who invested their capital in it. 

The important question for Cuba is to 
know if she will be able to outstand the sev- 
enteen months that are to elapse before the 
agreement be enforced which seems almost 
impossible, since European beet growers, 
who are to enjoy during almost another year 
and half, the benefits of bounties, kartels 
and other advantages in their favor, are now 
disposing of their surplus as fast as they 
possibly are able to and accept for their 
stocks whatever prices are offered them for 
same; it is also likely that in order to avail 
themselves of bounties during the last year 
left them, they will increase plantings to 
a f\irther extent and next year by this time. 
there will be another surplus just as large 
or e?en larger than the present one, which 
wi]I also be disposed of at low priqes; on 
this account quotations are fast declining 
everywhere and this market is utterly de- 
moralized, since it is impossible to manu- 
facture sugar at 2 cents per pound, at the 
lowest and sell it at 1% to 1% cents, which 
are the ruling prices to-day, in harmony 
with those that were paid in New York yes- 
terday. T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(special corbbsfondencb.) 

Honolulu, Feb. 24, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The only thing of interest in the local 
sugar market at present is the affairs of the 
Kona Sugar CJompany, which are now in the 
courts. The grinding of cane still continues 
in the various island mills, and sugar is 
being loaded and shipped away as rapidly as 
possible. Pred Wundenberg has been appoint- 
ed receiver for the Kona Sugar Company, 
and is now on the plantation, investigating 

its needs. In a preliminary report filed 
in court the receiver stated that the labor- 
ers were starving and threatened to desert 
and on the strength of the report he was or- 
dered to borrow ten thousand dollars to re- 
lieve the most pressing needs of the planta- 
tion. It was further set out that unless im- 
mediate action was taken the present crop 



of cane was likely to be a total loss. The 
borrowed money can only be expended for 
the payment of laborers, the purchase of food 
and of fittings imperatively necessary for 
taking off the present crop of cane. There 
is some talk of tihe Brewers financing the 
plantation and carrying It through, but noth- 
ing definite will be done until the receiver 
returns and makes his report in court. There 
was considerable objection to the appoint- 
ment of Wundenberg by Judge Humphreys 
as the creditors had agreed upon S. M. Da- 
mon, who was to finance the plantation, and 
trouble for the concern may yet follow be- 
cause of Wundenberg's appointment. 

The Honolulu Plantation Company has de- 
cided upon an issue of bonds to the amount 
of one million and a quarter dollars, and 
nearly one-half that amount has already 
been subscribed. The stockholders are very 
enthusiastic over the prospects and it Is 
estimated that this year's yield of sugar will 
be fifteen thousand tons while for next year 
a crop of double that amount is estimated. 
B.. F. Dillingham, a prominent Hawaiian, 
largely interested in various sugar plantar 
tions, has Just returned from the coast, 
where he disposed of bonds and securities 
of local plantations to the amount of over 
four million dollars. That amount of money 
will all be invested in Hawaii within the 
next year or so, and the financial situation 
is improving daily. There will be no great 
amount of money spent on improvements 
this year and the proceeds of the present 
crop of cane will probably go to relieve the 
financial situation in the islands, by the pay- 
ment of dividends, it being anticipated that 
nearly all of the companies will resume the 
payment of dividends very soon. The stock 
market is looking up and there have been 
numerous sales reported within the past few 
days. Kaka. 



Hawaii. 

(special corbespondencb.) 

Honolulu, Feb. 26, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The cold weather of the first two months 
of the year has done much to retard the 
growth of cane, but the warmer seasqn has 
now started again, and the growing vegeta- 
tion will suffer no more on that account. The 
winter here is said to have been the coldest 
in years. !( has been accompanied by but 
comparatively little rain, though the cane 
has not suffered on that account 

The annual meetings of the various plan- 
tations now being held almost daily show 
that the past year has as a general rule been 
a successful one, and the glowing reports 
made at this time do much to offset a pos- 
sible feeling of insecurity over the financial 
difficulties of the Kona Sugar Company. Man- 
ager Lindsay of Paia plantation estimates the 
crop this year as 5,000 tons, as against 7,316 
tons last year. Though there has been a 
scarcity of labor, it was not enough to affect 
the working of the plantation. A large por- 



tion of tne next crop has been let out to va- 
rious companies on the profit sharing plan. 
This plantation intends also to begin the 
use of crude oil as a fuel within a few months 
and expects considerable saving on that ac- 
count The ditches are to be extended the 
present year, and an additional area of vir- 
gin soil made available by that means. The 
company also intends to experiment with a 
cane loading machine already on the plan- 
tation and hopes to reduce the cost of load- 
ing cane by 50 per cent. The report pf the 
treasurer shows the operating expepses for 
1901 to have been $323,129 and the net profits 
$100,508. The dividends paid amounted to 
1127,500. 

The report of the Haiku plantation was not 
quite so favorable, the lack of rain and the 
cold weather in the first two months of the 
year being responsible for a falling off in 
the production of sugar to 4,500 tons, though 
the estimate had been^ for 7,000 tons. Dur- 
ing the year two reservoirs have been added 
to the storage capacity of the plantation, 
making possible the storage of 17,000,000 
gallons of water additional. An Immense 
new reservoir is also being built capable of 
impounding over 500,000,000 gallons of water. 

In an opinion given by Attorney General 
E3. P. Dole to the Republican Central Com- 
mittee, he holds that the Porto Rican labor- 
ers brought here for work on the planta- 
tions are not entitled to vote. In Porto Rico 
the natives have the right to vote, but the 
Attorney General holds that though they are 
citizens of their native country they have 
not the same rights in Hawaii. 

The Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Association 
has been given permission to import labor- 
ers from the Philippines for work on the 
plantations here, but it is hardly likely that 
they will avail themselves of the privilege 
now that it is granted. Application for such 
permission was made two years ago, at the 
time that negotiations regarding the Porto 
Ricans were being carried on, but since then 
the Hawaiian planters have become satisfied 
that the Filipino is far from desirable as a 
plantation hand. The Philippine Commis- 
sion now favors the idea of sending the na- 
tives to Hawaii for they believe that in time 
they could learn the best methods of sugar 
cultivation, and then introduce them in their 
own country. No further action will be tak- 
en by the local planters in the matter, for 
^he time being at least. Kaka. 

Demerara. 

(special corkbspondencb.) 

Georgetown, Feb. 13, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Rainfall on 6th and 7th insts. varied from 
two to five inches in different districts, and It • 
was, generally speaking, much too heavy, 
but not unusual for the time of the year. 
Bright sunshine is now much wanted. Young 
cultivation has been kept back by heavy 
rains, but is gradually improving. Grass is 
very troublesome and expenditure in weed- 
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ing has been heavy. Tillage is somewhat in 
arrears. On the whole the prospects for 
May and June canes are favorable. 

Last transactions in sugar are very insig- 
nificant, comprising only about 800 tons dark 
crystals during the fortnight at from $1.75 to 
$1.81% per 100 pounds, and very little pro- 
duce now remains to come forward to the 
market. The shipments of sugar for this 
year up to date amount to 253,562 bags as 
compared with 144.563 bags for the same pe- 
riod of last year. The few estates now grind- 
ing are principally making yellow crystals 
for the English market, and very little fresh 
produce for the American market will be o?)- 
tainable until May-June. 

WlETING & RiCHTEB. 

Personal. 

Mr. J. Randall and Mrs. Randall, of Iber- 
ville parish, were registered at the Com- 
mercial hotel during the early part of the 
week. 

We received a pleasant visit last Monday 
from Mr. A. A. Fuselier, who is now man- 
ager of the Rascon sugar estate in Mexico. 
Mr. Fuselier, who is an old sugar plantation 
manager, has been in the city for the purpose 
of buying machinery and equipment for the 
Rascon place, which is a very fine piece of 
property. 

Mr. F. Hausman, of Patterson, La., was 
at the Hotel Grunewald on Monday last. 

Mr. fW. s. Penick, Jr., the well-known 
syrup and molasses man of Shreveport, La., 
was at the Cosmopolitan hotel during the 
past week. Mr. Penick enjoys a wide ac- 
quaintance among our sugar planters and 
is highly esteemed among them. 

Mr. C. C. Ells, a sugar planter from Terre- 
bonne parish, was at the Commercial hotel 
during the early part of the week. Mr. Ells 
is a very skillful sugar plantation manager 
and is meeting with highly deserved suc- 
cess. 

Mr. J. B. Lyon, of Chicago, 111., has been 
in Louisiana for some days attending to 
his extensive sugar interests. Mr. Lyon has 
recently acquired the Riverside plantation 
on Bayou Teche, one of the finest estates in 
Louisiana. 

Hon. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche parish, 
was at the St. Charles hotel on Tuesday 
last. 

Mr. J. E. LeBlanc, of Ascension parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. LeBlanc is maniger of one of the larg- 
est places on the upper coast and his reputa- 
tion as cultivator extends all over the state. 
There are few in Louisiana who are better 
informed concerning plantation management 
of all kinds than Mr. LeBlanc. 

Mr. E. F. Dickinson, of Raceland, L&., was 
at the Cosmopolitan hotel during the early 
part of the week. Mr. Dickinson is jnanager 
of the Georgia plantation belonging to Mr. 
C. S. Matthews. 

Mr. C. S. McParland, of Bumside, La., 
was in Louisiana on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. McFarland is connected with the Miles 
Planting & -Manufacturing Company, Lim- 
ited, and has been one of their most highly 
valued employees for many years. 

Mr. Eli Wise, a prominent resident of 
Abbeville, La., was in the city during the 
past week for the purpose of attending the 
Bankers Convention. Mr. Wise is very close- 
ly identified with the sugar planting and 
other agricultural interests of Vermilion 
parish. 



The Economic Feeding of Pliintatlon 
5tock Under the Present Condi- 
tions of High Priced Qniin. 

(A paper by Mr. H. S. Crozibr, read before the 
LouisiaDa Sugar Planters' Aaaoolation, March 13, 

At no period of our sugar industry has 
any question of economy been of such vital 
importance as the one under present dis- 
cussion, for vicissitudes have so rapidly in- 
creased our cares, together with the foreign 
conditions tliat diverted our minds from 
the centre of our domestic and home econ- 
omy, that we are virtually hanging on the 
ragged edge of this moving calamity with 
almost utter despair, but every cessation 
encourages us to take up our search light and 
retrace our steps over the rugged road of 
economy, among the crevices, to find, if 
possible, the holes that contribute to leak- 
ages in our various departments. 

We have utilized our greatest sagacity and 
ingenuity in developing economical plans 
for feeding our pumps, boilers, cane car- 
riers and furnaces, but the mainspring and 
foundation of our sugar crop has been woe- 
fully neglected, that is the mule. But the 
high-priced feed, and the spectacle of the 
economical Crerman feeding his hardy Nor- 
man horse on anything, from the slops of 
the kitchen to the pulp of the beet, and the 
lazy Cuban who naps in the shade while his 
ox grazes on the headlands, which feeds on 
cane tops while he loads his cart in the 
harvest season; these all combine, and cause 
the planter to reflect, with anxious Interest 
and consideration, on the importance of the 
feed question. 

I trust that you will not consider my 
manner of referring to this subject as wan- 
dering from the main issue. The object of 
this meeting is to benefit us materially in 
utilizing the best material, and in using the 
-best and cheapest material, while feed is 
high, as a substitute for corn an4 oats, but 
1 want to prove to you it is just as essential 
to take up this subject in a general way for 
It is just as important to use the same econ- 
omy when feed is cheap. We are likely to 
forget the Impoi^tance of this evening's dis- 
cussion and return to our usual wasteful 
manner of feeding, when the price of feed 
goes down and by the method that I would 
suggest it would be as easy to save 10 or 
15 cents a day on each mule when feed is 
cheap as when it is high. 

I find that the average cost of feeding a 
sugar mule in Louisiana is about 60 cents 
a ton on the cane the mule cultivates for 
the mill and if we can save 10 cents a day 
on each mule, this would amount to a sav- 
ing of 24 cents a ton. Our experiments in 
substituting something for corn and oats 
have not been sufficiently tried to give at 
this meeting in actual facts the beneficial re- 
sults, because we may feed a good, healthy 
mule several months without determining the 
loss in physical change of the animal to 
justify the difference. I have made a close 
study of the analyses of the dlfterent char- 
acter of feed products and I find a very large 
number of analyses of grain have been pub- 
lished by different chemists, but imperfect 
and some of doubtful value, owing to the 
defective methods used, but the best authori- 
ties I find impress me with the fact that 
there is a very small differnce in any of 
them, when you take into consideration the 
mechanical conditions, bulk, weight, and 
other relative values during the period of 
the regular market. Therefore I will devote 
what I have to say to the subject of corn 
alone, that ib6ing our native product, as there 
are gentlemen here who are better prepared 
with facts and figures to prove the commer- 



cial values of the different substitutes for 
corn and oats. I did not propose to make 
any comparison, but as from my own per- 
sonal knowledge I am absolutely certain that 
com utilized profitably is the cheapest feed 
in Louisiana, though in some instances oats 
are equally as good. Oats, in their natural 
state, are recognized by authorities to be by 
far the best for feeding work-stock, for the 
reason that it is a completely balanced food; 
because the mule takes grain into its stomach 
together with the roughness, masticating 
both at the same time. If we should utilize 
our com and hay so as to be eaten in the 
same manner, we would have identical re- 
sults. Now as a comparison, oats have only 
60 per cent meal, while corn has lOO per 
cent meal, and eight or nine gallons of meal 
mixed .well with finely chopped pea-vine hay 
will feed eight or nine mules twice a day 
allowing a half a gallon at each feed, where- 
as a bushel of oats fed the usual way will 
only feed 3 or 4 mules. I find that the usual 
way is to give a bushel of corn in the ear 
twice a day to four or five mules; it takes a 
hundred good ears of corn to make a bushel, 
and a hundred good ears of corn will make 
a (bushel and a peck of meal. If this could 
be mi^ed as we do in Kentucky it would be 
ample feed for ten mules fed three times a 
day. The cut hay is moistened with a little 
salt water just sufficient to make the particles 
of meal stick to each particle of hay. I kno^ 
positively that this manner of feeding com, 
saves fully 50 per cent. Now when we con- 
sider that approximately 30,000 sugar mules 
are fed annually at the expense of about 25 
cents per day, nearly two and three-quarter 
millions of dollars, it shows us the import- 
ance of investing In a Ross Horse Power cat- 
ting box, and a grinding machine. I hzre 
known planters to invest 115,000 and save 10 
cents a ton in a sugar house; the aboTe 
manner of feeding would save at least Ih 
cents a ton on a crop of 12,000 tons, which 
would be $3,000 a year. Other advantages 
accompanying this system arise from the 
fact that most of the hay in Louisiana ia 
fed from mangers, and no two mules get the 
same amount of hay. If we ground our com 
all of the unsound would be rejected, and 
all of the unsound hay when cut up would 
be rejected, which non-rejection contributes 
to a very large extent to the mortality of 
our mules. 

I trust again that you will not consider 
it foreign to this subject if I criticize the 
manner in whch mules are generally fed 
in Louisiana. The opportunities I have had 
In visiting quite a number of plantatons, 
gave me a chance readily of seeing many a 
poor mule go to his trough at noon, after 
working from sun up, without touching a 
particle of his food. I find this is the case 
more especially when mules are fed on oats, 
lor the reason that their gallon or more of 
oats that they eat the night before was not 
only eaten but digested before twelve o'clock 
the same night. This poor mule having no 
time to eat any hay, works seven or eight 
hours on an empty stomach which becomes 
fever i&h, necessarily drinking an unusual 
amount of water when brought from the 
field, causing his stomach, so to speak, to 
be. partially paralized at noon. The same 
mule goes to work very often and his con- 
stitution is wrecked, because he was fed 
twice a day in twenty-four hours, six hours 
apart, leaving eighteen hours in which he 
does eight hours of the hardest work of the 
day. I find from ray actual experience that 
molasses is decidedly the best substitute in 
connection with rice bran and other mixed 
feed, because we are feeding at present noth- 
ing but molasses and rice bran to our mules 
with good pea-vine hay, and our horses that 
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are doing no work are being fed on hay 
and rice bran are falling off every day, and 
our mules are holding their flesh. 

In this connection I will say that if a 
Western farmer fed a. hundred mules and 
had the facilities of bedding the stables, 
which is a system they have for making and 
saving manure, that the price of this manure 
would pay for the feed and If we can utilize 
our cane t^ps in this manner, we would 
not have to buy a pound- of fertilizers. 



The economic Feeding: of Plantation 
Stock. 

(A paper by Hon. Johk Dtmond, read before the Lou- 
iBiaiia Sugar Planters' Asaoclatlon, Blaroh 18, 1£02.) 

As we all know that one standard plan 
of feeding plantation stock is to provide 
them with an ample supply of corn, oats 
and hay, I shall leave the scientific side of 
the subject, the analyses of the food values 
of rice bran, straight and adulterated with 
rice chaff, of corn germs, of cotton seed meal 
and of the many new compounds offered un- 
der trade names as stock food and confine 
my remarks to the one new stock feed in 
which I have had much experience and I 
believe satisfactory results. 

Before the days of glucose, common Lou- 
isiana molasses now worth six to eight cents 
per gallon in New Orleans in barrels, sold 
at 25 to 40 cents per gallon. The enormous 
quantity produced from frozen cane in the 
season of 1S80-81 weakened the market and 
prices tended downward. In 1884-5 the mar- 
ket finally collapsed and the present order 
of low prices began. This led us to erect at 
Belair in 1S82 special cisterns to hold large 
quantities of molasses, the idea then being 
to await a favorable market. The favorable 
market never came. Some of the molasses 
was sold at eight to ten cents delivered in 
New Orleans in barrels and we began feed- 
ing it to our mule. stock, giving them free 
access to it. 

While death among plantation mules in 
Loaisiana was by no means unknown, aifd 
while when it unfortunately occurred it was 
ordinarily ascribed to its proper or improper 
cause, from the moment we began feeding 
molasses to our mules, every death among 
them was ascribed to this pernicious food. 
The mules were liable to death from many 
diseases, from acute colic, through the list, 
to heart failure and old age, and yet every 
death that occurred with us, unless it was 
the result of accident was as conscientiously 
ascribed to the molasses food as has recently 
among us poor humans, every pain in the 
lower abdomen been ascribed to appendicitis. 

This noxious effect of molasses, — the con- 
siderable death rate among our mules that 
it induced, led us to discontinue its use. We 
then sold it as long as we ever could. We 
sold down to 75 cents per barrel or 1*^ cents 
per gallon delivered in tank cars on the plan- 
tation. Finally we couldn't sell ours at all. 
Buyers said they could buy better molasses 
at one cent per gallon and we ran thousands 
of barrels into the river. 

In the meantime the low prices for mo- 
lasses prevailing here were having their ef- 
fect in Great Britain and on the continent, 
where they knew the food value of molasses. 
They became willing buyers of our molasses. 
The city dealers bought it in the country, 
transported it to town in tank cars, packed It 
in iron hooped barrels, sent it to Liverpool 
and the farmers of the United Kingdom took 
our molasses at 5 to 6 times its price to us 
on the plantations and fed their horses, cat- 
tle, sheep and hogs witn it, just as they feed 
them witn our cotton seed meal, or cotton 
seed oil cake, realizing thoroughly that in 



this way uiey got the most economical food 
sttHfs obtainable, while we in our ignorance 
were throwing our molasses into the river. 

"Necessity knows no law," and as sugars 
cheapened and our resources diminished the 
feed problem presented itsejf with rene^red 
force. We began feeding molasses again. 
We gftve it away to every one who would 
take It. Some of our trusted employes re- 
gretted our recklessness, remembering well 
the great disaster from feeding molasses ten 
years before. Some of our tenants refused 
to take the suspected food as a gift, but this 
time we went ahead. The experience and 
willingness of the English farmer to use 
our molasses were too much for some of our 
doubting Thomases. We found that our 
mules liked the molasses, that they would 
frequently, when coming in from field work, 
go to the molasses trough in preference to 
the water trough. Dr. Stubbs took up the 
problem and with his usual thoroughness 
demonstrated it in all its details, showing 
that molasses was theoretically as well as 
practically one of the best food stuffs we 
have. It Is a one-sided or unbalanced food, 
but so is Indian corn. That defect is easily 
remedied by a fair provision of nitrogenous 
food. 

To sum up the matter, it has taken us a 
long time to learn the food value of molasses, 
just as it did of rice, bran and of cotton 
seed. We have learned it now and practi- 
cally every sugar planter in Louisiana ex- 
cept those determined and able to keep "be- 
hind the procession,'' use molasses as mule 
feed and in fact as food for all the live stock. 
The Italians scrape it up in buckets, where 
it may have been spilt, to feed their cows 
and goats; the negroes take It when they 
can, free of cost, for their hogs, ponies and 
cows, and its use is becoming universal. 

Molasses has some disadvantages. It is a 
liquid food. A stock feeder may buy a hun- 
dred sacks of corn or oats and store them 
anywhere, but he can only handle molasses 
in barrels or tanks, and the barrels enhance 
the cost, at times doubling or tripling it. We 
appreciate the expense of handling liquid 
fuel and some of us hesitate in adopting its 
use on that account. Just so the large feed- 
ing establishments in New Orleans have thus 
far given no attention to molasses as a stock 
feed. 

Perhaps we should have more exact data 
as to the food value of a pound of heavy mo- 
lasses as compared with the food value of a 
pounds of oats or a pound of corn. Dr. 
Stubbs will give us this if we ask him. Those 
of us now using molasses as stock feed know 
it to be our cheapest source of stock feed, but 
that it makes an imperfect ration. We save 
the freight, the barreling and handling. We 
have the tanks to hold H now In our sugar 
houses. The ten thousand or more mules 
and horses in New Orleans have no molasses 
offered them, simply because it is a liquid 
food, inconvenient and expensive to handle 
and distribute in the city. 

The Standard Oil Company has solved the 
problem of oil distribution in the city. Some 
day the molasses problem will be solved In 
the same way. Tank cars coming In from 
the country will supply the dealers tanks 
and his tank wagons can furnish molasses 
to every stock feed user in town just as coal 
oil is now furnished to the small dealers. 

However, we are only to treat the subject 
from tne plantation point of view. 

Experience has always shown that mules 
will consume an enormous amount of food 
when working to their capacity. Twenty 
pounds of grain and all the hay they can 
consume is a good daily ration. We had 
tested our mules when Idle and found they 



would consume 15 pounds of molasses per 
day, and with access to all the hay they 
wanted. With a feed of eight pounds of 
grain and two pounds of cotton seed meal 
per day, they are now consuming about ten 
pounds of molasses per day. 

Molasses given them in unlimited quan- 
tities has never, so far as we know. Injuri- 
ously affected the health of the mules or 
horses and we are led to believe the re- 
verse. We have heard that molasses has 
promoted the decaty of horses' teeth; in 
other words, induced tooth ache and thus 
affected the general health of the animal. 
We have not had that experience. 



The Economic Feeding: of Plantation 
Work Stock Under the Present 
Conditions of High Priced Qraln. 

I A paper by Mr. Charles V. Moork r^ad before the 

LoQlsiaoa Sugar Planters' Association, March 18, 
1902.) 

The question of economic feeding of stock 
is interesting to the plantation owner at 
all times, but particularly so under the 
present extreme prices of our most common 
feed stuffs. Our home authorities, Drs. 
Stubbs and Dalrymple, have covered this 
field so thoroughly in the bulletins of the 
Experiment Stations, that it seems super- 
fluous for any novice to attempt to ad4 
thereto. His words could only be a dilution 
of the information they "have already given 
us, so my hope is that the discussion of this 
subject here to-night will serve to renew our 
interest in the scientific feeding of planta- 
tion work stock. 

As in all things, so in feeding we have 
standards. These standards are the result 
of thorough investigations and painstaking 
experiments, and while they may not apply 
invariably to each individual animal, still 
they are a guide to us and the student of 
feeding will bear them in mind constantly 
in the economic compounding of rations. 

In the case of the owner of plantation 
stock, the mule is the animal to be fed, and 
the object of feeding is the production of 
energy, which demands a known ration. The 
agricultural chemists have classified the 
fodder crops under two heads; those rich in 
fat forming compounds, namely, fats and 
carbohydrates, and those in which the pro- 
tein or albuminoid compounds, that is bone, 
muscle and lean meat formers, predominate; 
and they have also shown us that these two 
great groups of feeds are complementary to 
each other, what one lacks the other sup- 
plies, and that when judiciously mixed they 
form what is known as a balanced ration, 
which means that t3iere exists a definite rela- 
tion between the carbohydrates and albumi- 
noids or protein compounds, and this rela- 
tion is called the nutritive ratio, this lat- 
ter varies as the anmal fed and the object 
sought in feeding, for instance, a horse at 
very hard work would require a ration with 
a nutritive ratio of possibly one to five, 
while an animal at rest would do well with 
a nutritive ratio of one to twenty. 

In consulting our tables on feeding we find 
that practice based upon science has proven 
that a thousand pound horse at hard work 
requires daily a ration of (.wenty-five pounds 
dry matter, which must contain 2.8 pounds 
digestible protein, 13.4 pounds digestible 
carbohydrates, and .8 pounds digestible fat, 
the nutritive ratio being 1 to 6. 

Our first aim, therefore, should be to sup- 
ply these nutrients in this proportion. I 
say first aim, for no ration can be economic 
unless this proportion exists at least ap- 
proximately. 

Our attention is now directed to the selec- 
tion of fodders; palatabillty is of course the 
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first re^lfiite. Having selected a variety 
of fodders and knowing the chemical analy- 
ses of same, with per cent digeetlblUty of the 
different nutrients, we are ahle then to de- 
termine the cheapest ration. The relatively 
small size of the horse's stomach forbids the 
exclusive use of iforage, sucfh as pea vines, 
corn fodder, alfalfa, sorghum, etc., in mix- 
ing rations, .even though the necessary nu- 
trients in the right proportion are present, 
for tl^e reason of their great bulk, the hard 
work horse not having the time to masticate 
and digest same. Therefore, we must utilize 
the concentrates, such as oats, corn, bran, cot- 
ton seed meal, molasses, etc, as well as the 
forage crops. 

Experiments indicate plainly that between 
twelve and fifteen pounds of forage or rough- 
age, and ten to eighteen pounds concentrates 
should make up the twenty-five pounds dry 
matter in the daily ration of the hard worked 
horse^ 

Among the forage crops available to the 
sugar planter, pea vine hay ranks firsts with 
sorghum and fodder corn next. The com- 
bination of the former with either of the 
latter is desirable when possible, being com- 
plementary feeds, the pea vine rich in pro- 
tein and relatively poor In carbohydrates, 
while fodder corn and sorghum contain a 
large per cent of carbohydrates, but lack the 
protein. 

As for concentrates, few feeders have such 
a list to choose from as the owners of stock 
in Louisiana. In addition to our corn, we 
have the by-products of the rice mills, oil 
mills and sugar factories right at our doors, 
offering to the feeder probably the most 
ecoAomical, the most palataible and the cheap- 
est sources of food nutrients to ibe found 
anywhere. 

Oats, of course, are the ideal concentrate 
for the work horse, but their cost precludes 
them from ever forming the whole of the 
grain ration, or even a part of It under the 
existing conditions, and mor€(over, It Is 
recognized that two or more concentrates 
are <ionducive to better results than any 
single one, so in searching for a ration to 
fulfill our requirements we must pass oats 
by. 

Corn will, no doubt, always form a part 
of the ration of work stock in this country, 
owing to the ease with which It is grown, 
and to its great nutritive value. Belonging 
to the carbohydrate class, it is deficient In 
protein, and consequently should never 'be 
fed alone, except under conditions where the 
expense of procuring a complementary feed 
would be unprofitable. A ration with corn 
only as the concentrate, besides being waste- 
ful of nutrients is very expensive. Thirty 
to forty ears of corn are considered a day's 
feed on plantations where this grain only 
is used, this means twenty to twenty-five 
pounds shelled corn (estimating seventy-five 
ears to the bushel) with a value of 26 to 32 
cents, containing an excess of carbohydrates, 
without adding the nutrients in the pea vine 
hay of the ration, the addition of which 
would bring up the shortage in protein, but 
further add to the already overbalanced car- 
bohydrate account 

Wheat, bran and cotton seed meal are the 
ideal complementary feeds to corn. By; 
reducing the corn in above ration to ten 
or twelve pounds and adding a few pounds 
of either of these complementary fodders, a 
cheaper and better balanced ration would 
result. The prejudice against rice bran 
must disappear. Here we have a feed con- 
taining 7 per cent more digestible carbohy- 
drates and 5 per cent more digestible fat 
than wheat bran with 50 per cent of Its 
protein that can often be bought for one- 
third to one-fourth the price of wheat bran. 



It has a nutritive ratio of one to twelve 
indicating that it is classed with the fat 
formers, and can replace com partially at 
least in the ration. It can be fed to advant- 
age with corn as it gives variety and Its 
bulky character insures more complete mas- 
tication of the com grain. This splendid 
feed can often >be purchased at a price far 
below the value of the nutrients it contains. 

Cotton seed meal is the richest in protein 
and fat of all our common feed stuffs, con- 
taining 744 pounds of protein to the ton. 
while oats contain 184, it contains over 100 
pounds more total nutrients In a ton than 
oats, with a market value several dollars a 
ton lower. 

It is very palatable, its effect on the diges- 
tive tract is beneficial and increased diges- 
tibility of crude fibre and cellulose. From 
four to six pounds of cotton seed meal in a 
ration is about the most effective amount, 
damaged meal should never be fed, it is 
often fs^tal. 

In cane molasses we have a feed stuff with 
a feed value equivalent pound for pound to 
corn, and which we can no longer ignore 
in our efforts to form a palatable, whole- 
some ration with the necessary food nutri- 
ents properly proportioned and at the low- 
est possible cost 

A ration consisting of four pounds of cot- 
ton seed meal, six pounds of molasses, eight 
pounds of rice bran and fifteen pounds of 
pea vine hay will contain the necessary 
nutrients for a thousand pound horse at hard 
work ,and will cost at market quotations not 
more than 20 cents, while a ration of twelve 
pounds of oats and fifteen pounds of hay, 
which many of our planters are feeding, has 
a value of twenty-five cents and fails to fur- 
nififti the required pounds of nutrients. 

To the feeder of live stock I would say, 
look to cotton seed meal, rice bran and mo- 
lasses in your search for cheap and nutri- 
tious rations, not only now but at all timed. 
There is no doubt about their feeding values, 
so it only remains for us to take advantage 
of our opporti^nitles. 

I thank the Association for their kind at- 
tention. 



The Economic Feeding of Plantation 
Stock Under the Present Condi- 
tions of High Priced Grain. 

(A paper by Dr. W. G. Stubbb, read before the 
Loaislana Sugar Planters' Association, March 
18, 190!.) 

To-day the proper feeding of animals in- 
volves two general questions. First, a 
knowledge of the composition of the plants 
fed and the digestibility and functions of 
the proximate elements contained in them. 
This is the scientific side. 

Second, that the several feeding stuffs 
shall be so combined that there shall be no 
waste of material or energy. This is the 
economical or practical side. 

Scientific research and practical experience 
must co-operate in order that successful re- 
sults may be obtained. 

Plants supply the animal with building 
material, with heat and with motive power. 

Plants consist of water, ash and organic 
matter. Most plants supply an abundance 
of ash for animal needs and therefore the 
ash content of plants gives little or no con- 
cern to the stock feeder. A knowledge of 
the content of water and the composition 
and digestibility of the organic matter is» 
on the other hand, of first importance In the 
compounding of suitable rations. Water be- 
ing abundant and available everywhere, it 
is highly desirable that it shall be elimin- 
ated as far as possible from our feed stuffs, 
especially when the latter are designed for 



hard working animals. Hence in calculat- 
ing rations, one reckons only on the dry 
matter in the feeds. 

This dry matter is usually separated into 
two different classes. First, nitrogenous 
bodies, now usually classified for brevity 
under the single term "Protein." Second 
non-nitrogenous. The latter is again suIk 
divided into three heads, viz., crude fibre, 
fats and carbohydrates. 

'Under the head of "protein," are included 
the albuminoids, the gelatlnoids, the amids, 
etc. Protein plays a leading part in the 
processes and economy of animal nutrition. 

When one recalls the expression of Hux- 
Ifey "that the protoplasm of active cells is the 
physical basis of life," and that this proto- 
plasm is a complex nitrogenous suhstance, 
around which all vital activities center, 
and through which are accomplished the 
transformation of the raw materials of the 
mineral world into the organized structures 
of life, the value of nitrogen es food either 
to animals or plants, is, at once apparent 
Plants growing wild are rarely rich in pro- 
tein, doubtless due to the fact that origin- 
ally they were intended only for animals 
in a maintenance state. Under the Influence 
of civilization these sam*e animals must 
work, must fatten, must give large quanti- 
ties of milk, must grow rapidly and to larger 
sizes, henee plants have been simultaneous- 
ly developed rich in protein to meet these 
modern requirements. Unfortunately, the 
large majority of our farm crops are yet 
deficient in nitrogenous bodies. 

Our hays and cereal grains consist largely 
of non-nitrogenous bodies — seventy-five to 
eighty per cent of their dry matter. Though 
fundamentally, of less importance; in quan- 
tity they occupy the first rank. They fur- 
nish fuel for warmth and energy in the 
cheapest form. They are simply storehouses 
of the heat and energy derived from the 
sun. They are used also as ouilding ma- 
terial. They all consist of carbon, hydro- 
gen and oxygen. The crude fibre or cellu- 
lose furnishes the framework of the plant 
and gives to it rigidity and toughness, and 
the more a plant contains of it, the more 
difficult it is of masticaton and digestion. 
The trunks and limbs of trees are mainly 
woody fibre. Stems of cultivated plants 
have more of It than leaves, and the latter 
more than seed. 

Carbohydrates Include a large number of 
compounds possessing certain common char- 
acteristics, e. g., starches, sugars, gums, and 
vegetable acids. They pass readily one into 
another, as is shown daily on a large scale 
In the arts, and on a small scale In our 
kitchens. Ferments, always present, aid in 
these transformations. 

Fats or oils are present In all vegetation 
though in small proportions, save in certain 
seed. In our cotton seed, presently to be 
discussed. It constitutes thirty per cent of 
its weight. 

These are the proximate elements in feed 
stuffs. They are also found in animals, but 
In entirely different proportions. One real- 
izes this when the analyses of a fat steer 
and a stalk of corn are compared. Fats are 
the dominant ingredients of the former and 
carbohydrates of the latter. About one-half 
of our animal 'bodies are water. 

Accepting then that plants are the im- 
mediate sources of energy and substance of 
the animal body, the next step is to con- 
sider the way in which nutrition of the 
animal Is accomplished. Physiology comes 
to our aid and teaches us that through the 
processes of digestion the various feeds miifet 
become soluble and diffusible, and through 
assimilation, these soluble nutrients are ap- 
propriated to the maintenance of energy to 
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tibe production of heat, and to the upbuild- 
ing of fat, flesh and bones. It further shows 
that the insoluble or indigestible portions 
pass on through the animal amd constitute 
the solid excrement, or fecee. Foods are 
valuable then not only for their chemical 
composition, but for their hl^h digestire 
coeiBciente. , 

The processes of dlgesUbility . are both 
mechanical and cliemlcal; the mouth, the 
stomach, and the intestines accomplishing 
the former, and ferments, organized, (known 
as enzymes) occasion the latter. 

Just here attention should be called to the 
difference in construction of the stomachs of 
the horses and the ruminants. The former 
having only one stomach and that a small 
one, wMle the latter has four known as the 
rumen, reticulum, omasum and a/bomasum. 

For this reason, a horse falls to digest 
coarse fodders so completely as the ox and 
also suggests the propriety of feeding the 
horse oftener than the ox — in practice at 
least— three times daily. 

Experiments most carefully performed 
have determined the digestive co-eflicients of 
the proximate elements of every kind of 
food, and tables showing these results are 
given In every work on feeding. 

Another factor, entirely beyond scientific 
control, aids in digestibility of certain foods. 
The secretion of the digestive fluids in the 
processes of digestion is not mechanical, but 
under the control of the nervous system. 
M/fe all know how the odor of a savory dish 
etimulates the secretory powers of the sali- 
vary glands, or in common parlance, "makes 
the mouth water." Palatabllity is therefore 
an important factor in successful feeding and 
every trained herdsman knows how to mix 
feeds so as to stimulate appetite. Hence an 
agreeable flavor or taste will largely in- 
crease the appetite without adding anything 
to the energy or building capacity of a food. 
It has been slhown that a large ration of the 
same food, provided the normal capacity of 
an animal is not exceeded. Is Just as digest- 
ible as a small one. 

The functions of these elements may be 
briefly stated. 

The tissues, blood, digestive fluids, and 
especially the bony framework, contain a 
variety of minerals. Pliosphoric acid and 
lime make bone and the digestive fluids con- 
tain common salt. Young and growing ani- 
mals must have mineral matter for con- 
strnctive purposes, and the mature ones for 
sustaining the nutritive functions. 

Nature ihas made generous provisions for 
all animal needs along t^is line — our torage 
crops have been abundantly supplied- with 
all mineral matter in variety and quantity 
needed by farm animals. 

Protein of the animal system can only be 
supplied by vegetable proteids. The muscles, 
connective tissues, the eddn, lialr, horn, hoof, 
tissues of the excretive and secretive organs, 
are all built out of the nitrogenous sub- 
stances furnished in the food. In young and 
growing animals, an abundant supply of 
proteids are absolutely necessary to a vigor- 
ous healthy development In mature animals 
a sufficient quantity is also necessary to 
health, vigor, action or reproduction. 
Whether protein can serve as fat, is now a 
disputed question, with the evidence some- 
what in the affirmative. It is certain that 
foods highly non-nitrogenous are the mo3t 
efficient for fattening purposes. 

Protein can unquestionably serve as fuel 
or a source of energy, and animals fed ex- 
cessively upon a dis!h rich In nitrogenous 
substances utilize the greater part of it as 
fuel. 

Carbohydrates furnish the fuel which pro- 
duces energy, and it is now well established 
that they serve also for fattening animals. 



This is generally expressed in the well 
recognized value of com as a fattening food, 
seven-tenths of -which consists of starch and 
its allies. It seems certain also that milk 
fats may be derived from the carbohydrates. 
The function of fats is similar to carbo- 
(hydrates. Both may serve as fuel and iboth 
may supply animal fat. The supply of car- 
'bohydrates is much larger, while the fuel 
value of fat is very much greater. It is 
probable that vegeta/ble fat may be deposited 
in the animal without change, while fat 
formation from carbohydrates involves a 
complete chemical transformation. 

In the living animal, as well as everything 
else in nature, there is a constant change 
going on. With the animal this chan«:e in- 
volves motion. The heart beats, the blood 
circulates, the internal organs keep up such 
movements as are essential to digestion and 
life. The animal body is a theatre of ac* 
tivities all of which require the expenditure 
of energy, ^his energy must have pre- 
existed in matter, since modern physics 
teaches that both matter and energy are in- 
destructible and that t!he sum total of each 
in the universe is the same to-day that it 
was on the day of creation. 

It has been transfom^ed from tbe carbon in 
which it was stored, to the animal, where by 
combustion it was rendered active. Heat, 
light, electricity, mechanical motion, etc., 
are all forms of energy and are each con- 
vertible into the other. All of them are to- 
day utilized by man starting with the stored 
up energy in coal, wood or oil. We measure 
the energy in coal hy the work it wiU per- 
form, and express it in British Thermal 
units or calories. Bo, too, with the various 
food stuffs. The total energy or heat units 
as determined in a calorimeter is given in 
all of our works on feeding, and is expressed 
in similar units. In an animal only a portion 
of the food is burnt and the available en- 
ergy is therefore proportional to amount 
digested and assimilated, and the net en- 
ergy is the available energy minus the cost 
of digestion and of preparing the food for 
use. In preparing different foods for diges- 
tion, much energy Is consumed, e. g.. it has 
been determined that the heat units con- 
sumed in chewing one pound of !hay were 76 
calories, one pound of oats, 21 calories, one 
pound of corn. 6^ calories, etc. 

It will thus be seen that different amounts 
of energy are required in the preparation of 
different foods for digestion. 

It may here be stated that the total heat 
values of protein, carbohydrates and fats are 
approximately 1.5 to 1 to 2.4. 

It may be further stated that there is a 
definite quantity of food which is absolutely 
needed for maintenance and if the animal 
receives less than this tissue- waste and the 
production of energy go on wholly or in part 
at the expense of the body, and the animal 
gets poor. Food applied above the quan- 
tity needed for maintenance may be used 
for increasing weight or for work. As the 
latter is increased, the food supply must 
also be increased, and at hard work an 
animal must be sustained by a heavy feed. 
Due reg:ard must also be given to the com- 
position of the foods. This is generally ex- 
pressed by the nutritive ratio which is the 
relation which the digestible protein bears 
to all the other digestible organic matter 
reckoned in terms of carbohydrates. 

The nutritive ratio may be narrow, wide 
or medium, 1 to 5 being. narrow, and 1 to 
8 and over, wide, while between these figures 
medium. This evening; we are concerned 
only with work stock — horses and mules. It 
has been demonstrated that a horse or mule 
weighing 1,000 pounds can be maintained 
upon a daily allowance of 6.75 pounds of 



digestible nutrients. This can be met by 
16% pounds of ihay, or 10 pounds hay and 5 
pounds oats, or same amount of hay with 
4 pounds corn. When a horse is used as a 
machine energy is desired and it must be 
made available from tlie food by the oxida- 
tion of t^ie several nutrients Into the pro- 
ducts of combustion, and the work performed 
is directly proportional to the quantity of 
digested food which suffers combustion. The 
energy values of food must then ' be con- 
sidered. It must be remembered that the 
labor performed by a horse, exclusive of 
what is needed for maintenance, consists of 
two kinds; 1st, of drawing the load, and, 
2hd, of moving bis own body. The last Is 
not easily determined, the first can be meas- 
ured by a dynamometer. Therefore the ac- 
tual work performed by an animal is one of 
estimation rather than proof. Zuntz, by 
oxygen consumption, has calculated the en- 
ergy expended by a horse walking on a level 
road, over when at rest He has found that 
a one- thousand pound horse walking one 
mile at the rate of two to 'Uiree miles per 
hour, expended a total energy of 475 foot 
tons, of which 201 belonged to the effort oil 
walking, the rest being required for main- 
tenance at rest. Again, the work accom- 
plished In a given time is proportionate to 
the square of the velocity. Marcey gives 
his co-efficients as follows: For walking, 
3.42; for trotting, 16; for cantering, 28.62; 
for full gallop, 68.39. 

There is here a subject lor profound study. 
A pair of mules trotting 20 miles per day, 
must have more food than when they walk 
over the same distance in the same time. 
Again, a pair of mules pulling a plow at the 
rate of four miles per hour, must be better 
fed that the pair which moves only two miles 
per bour. 

A horse exerting himself to the utmost 
consumes nearly one-half more food per 
unit of work than with ordinary draft. 

Along with the above facts, have been 
determined the food requirements of a work- 
ing horse or mule, the outgrowth of both 
practical observations and scientific re- 
search. 

According: to these published tables a 1,000 
pound horse at moderate work requires 11.4 
pounds of digestible food daily, 13.6 pounds 
for average work, and 16.6 pounds for heavy 
work. These are calculated upon a basis of 
10 pounds Timothy hay with concentrates 
enough to give the named quantity, and if 
an equal mixture of corn and oats be used, 
would require 11.5, 15 and 20 pounds for 
the three kinds of vfotk. 

Zuntz bas slhown that 31.6 per cent of the 
total food energy can be converted into use- 
ful work, which shows' that the animal ma- 
chine uses fuel with greater economy than 
a steam engine where the co-efficient of use- 
fulness is about 10 per cent 

He has further shown that for each foot 
ton of work performed there will be required 
.001155 pounds digestible dry matter. Let us 
apply this in our own fields. Our average 
sugar mules weigh 1,200 pounds w!hen in 
good order. They do very heavy work. The 
dynamometer shows that in plowing they 
will pull all day nearly 200 pounds per mule. 
If we take 12 miles as the average distance 
made in our own fields In plowing per day, 
the actual work performed would be 6,336 
foot tons. If to this be added the extra en- 
ergy needed in walking over maintenance 
201-1000x1200x12=2882, and we have as a 
total of work performed in a day by a 1,200 
pound mule, of 9,218 foot pounds. Using the 
factor above, there will be obtained 10.64 
pounds of extra food, which added to 7.68 
I)ounds needed for maintenance, there will 
be required daily 18.32 pounds of digestible 
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nutrients for each of our mules. How shall 
these nutrients be supplied? If hay alone 
be used oyer 40 pounds per day would ibe 
required— an absurd requirement when the 
digestive apparatus or storage capacity of a 
mule or horse is considered. It Is neces- 
sary therefore that the larger part of the 
nutrients should come from concentrates — 
10 to 12 pounds of hay Is all a 4raft horse 
should consume in a day. Ezcessire quan- 
tities 0(f coarse fodder are usually consumed 
on farms. Again, there is less energy from 
hay than from concentrates. "What the nu- 
tritive ratio should be for work horses has 
been largely discussed with great variations 
in recommendations. The German standard^ 
are 1 to 7 to 1 to 6, according to the severity 
of labor. A 1,200 pound mule requiring 1.80 
to 3 pounds of protein daily. Lavalard de- 
clares that 1.38 pounds to 1.62 pounds is an 
abundance for a 1,200 pound mule (daily) 
at work. It must not be forgotten that non- 
nitrogenous constituents of foods are largely 
the source of muscular power. 

What has been the custom in Louisiana. 
Our concentrates have been oats and com, 
and our fodder pea vine hay. Assuming that 
our 1,200 pound mule eats 12 pounds of pea 
vine hay and 16 pounds grain, what amount 
of digestible nutrients were consumed daily? 
From the tables given in our books we find 
analysis of pea vine hay as follows: water, 
10.77 per cent; ash, 7.5 per cent; protein, 16.6 
per cent; fiber, 20.1 per cent; carbohydrates, 
42.2 per cent; fats, 2.2 per cent. It Is found 
also that 74.1 per cent of the organic matter, 
75.6 per cent of the protein, 59.6 per cent of 
the flibre, 80.8 per cent of the carbohydrates 
and 59.4 per cent of the fat are digestible. 
The 12 pounds of hay would then give 7.26 
pounds digestible nutrients, containing 1.50 
pounds protein, 5.61 pounds carbohydrates 
and .15 pounds fats, with a nutritive ratio of 
1 to 3.9. Sixteen pounds of com alone and 
16 pounds of oats alone, or 16 pounds of a 
mixture of equal parts, will give the follow- 
ing: The analysis of corn Is water 10.6 
per cent; ash, 1.5 per cent; protein, 16.3 per 
cent; fibre, 2.2 per cent; carbohydrates, 70.4 
per cent: fat, 5. For oats, water, 11 per 
cent; ash, 3 per cent; protein, 11.8 per cent; 
fibre, 9.5 per cent; carbohydrates, 59.7 per 
cent; fat, 5 per cent. The co-efficients of 
digestion for corn are 89 per cent of organic 
mutter, 76 per cent of protein, 40 per cent of 
fibre, 92 per cent carbohydrates and 61 per 
cent fats. For oats they are 69 per cent 
organic matter, 79 per cent protein, 29 per 
cent fibre, 75 per cent carbohydrates, and 71 
per cent fats. 

Sixteen pounds of com contains 12.23 of 
digestible nutrients in which there are 1.25 
pounds protein, 10.30 pounds carbohydrates 
and .48 pounds fats, with a nutritive ratio 
of 1 to 9.3. Sixteen pounds of oats would 
contain 9.65 pounds digestible nutrients, con- 
taining 1.49 pounds protein, 7.60 pounds car- 
bohydrates and .56 pounds fats, with a nu- 
tritive ratio of 1 to 6. An animal then /ed 
12 pounds pea vine hay, and 16 pounds of 
corn would receive daily 19.48 pounds of 
digestible nutrients, of which 2.75 pounds 
would be protein, 16.11 pounds carbohy- 
drates, and .63 pound fats, with a nutritive 
ratio of 1 to 6.4. An animal getting 16 
pounds of oats instead of corn would receive 
16.91 digQstlble nutrients, of whllch 2.99 
pounds would be protein, 13.21 carbohydrates 
and .71 fats with a nutritive ratio of al- 
most 1 to 5. An animal getting 16 pounds 
of an equal mixture would, with the same 
allowance of pea vines, would receive 18.2 
pounds of digestible nutrients, 2.87 pounds 
of which would be protein, 14.66 pounds car- 
bohydrates and .67 pounds fats, with a nu- 
tritive ratio of 1 to 5.6. In the German 
standards 1 to 6 is the nutritive ratio for a 



hard^worked horse, and 3 pounds of protein 
per day are needed for a 1,200 pound horse. 
It will thus be seen that our feeding gives 
a nutritive ratio of 1 to 5 where oats are 
used alone, 1 to 5.6 where equal quantities 
of oats and com are used, and 1 to 6.4 where 
corn is used alone with the pea vines, and 
the quantities of protein consumed are re- 
spectively, 2.99 pounds with oats, 2.87 pounds 
with oats and corn, and 2.75 pounds with 
corn alone. It will be seen that the calcu- 
lated ration should contain 18.32 pounds 
digestible nutrients. The three rations 
given above are 16.91 pounds with oats alone, 
18.20 pounds with oats and com, and 19.49 
pounds with com alone. All of the above 
are calculated upon good pea vine hay. Ac- 
cording to Lavalard, we are all feeding too 
much protein. 

This has been the usual feeding stuff of 
the planters of this state. By virtue of the 
universally hlg^ prices of corn and oats, a 
change is desired. Many persons still cling 
to the antiquated idea that oats in liberal 
quantities are essential to the successful 
maintenance of hardworked horses or mules. 
An alkaloid called "Avenine" producing a 
peculiar effect upOn the nervous activity of 
the animal, was believed to be the explana- 
tion. To-day "avenine" has been rejected 
and proof is positive that other concentrates 
can be substituted for oats without detri- 
ment to the horse and wih material profit 
to the owner. 

One of our best authors on feeding, re- 
marks that when working animals are called 
upon to endure a severe strain, material ad- 
vantage is gained from introducing Into the 
ration a small quantity of oil meal. 

This brings us to the question of the even- 
ing. What substitutes can we use for corn 
and oats in the dietary of our <Ma;bles? I 
suggested at the last meeting that a mix- 
ture of pea vine hay, molasses and cotton 
seed meal could be made which would meet 
. all of the requirements of our stock. Let 
us examine such a ration. Starting again 
with 12 pounds of pea vine hay, we have 
7.26 pounds digestible nutrients, 1.50 pounds 
protein, 5.61 pounds carbohydrates, and .15 
pounds fat. Add to that 10 pounds molasses, 
which has usually about 2.50 per cent pro- 
tein and 70 per cent carbohydrates, all of 
which may be regarded as digestible, and 
we have 7.5 pounds digestible nutrients, of 
which .25 pounds is protein and 7.0 pounds 
carbohydrates. Add to this 6 pounds cotton 
seed meal, which will contain 3.96 pounds 
digestible nutrients, of which 2.41 pounds Is 
protein, .91 pounds carbohydrates and .60 
pounds fat. The ration will contain 18.73 
pounds digestible nutrients, of which 4.16 
pounds will be protein, 13.52 pounds carbo- 
hydrates, 7.5 pounds fat, with a nutritive 
ratio of nearly 1 to 4.4. Here the protein 
is higli and ratio very narrow. If wider ra- 
tions be desired three pounds of meal and 
six pounds of corn, or two pounds of meal 
and nine pounds of com daily may be used 
as concentrates, together with the quanti- 
ties of molasses and pea vines given abode. 
The first would give us 20.74 pounds di- 
gestible nutrients, 3.41 pounds protein, 17.02 
pounds carbohydrates and .63 pounds fats, 
with nutritive ratio of 1 to 5.4. The second 
would give 21.33 pounds digestible nutrients, 
3.19 pounds protein, 17.46 pounds carbohy- 
drates, and .52 pounds of fats, with nutritive 
ratio of 1 to 5.9. The last ration approxi- 
mates more nearly to the German standard. 
If grass hay can be substituted for pea vine 
hay In the above, the total protein would be 
reduced and the nutritive ratio widened. 

Let us compare the present money values 
of this feed with the one usually practiced 
by our planters. To-day the following prices 
prevail in this market: Corn, 75 cents per 



bushel; oats, 54 cents per bushel; cotton 
seed meal, |24 per ton. Sixteen pounds of 
com per day will therefore cost 22 cents, 
16 pounds of oats 27 cents, 16 pounds mixed 
corn 24^ cents, 6 pounds of meal will cost 
7.2 cents, 8 pounds of meal and 6 pounds of 
corn, 11.9 cents, 2 pounds meal and 9 pounds 
com will cost 14.8 cents. 

Therefore if meal be used alone as a con- 
centrate, there will be a dally saving on each 
mule, where now corn, oats or the mixture 
of the two, are used, of 14.8 cents, 19.8 cents 
and 17.3 cents respectively. If the second 
ration Is used, 10.1 cents, 15.1 cents and 
12.6 cents respectively will be dally saved on 
each mule. The third ration will effect sav- 
ings of 7.2 cents, 12.2 cents and 9.7 cents 
daily per mule. To those feeding one hun- 
dred or more mnles, the aggregate daily sav- 
ing will be large. To those contemplating 
such a change, I would advise to go into it 
gradually, beginning with one pound of cot- 
ton seed meal per mule daily and gradually 
increasing it until the selected ration is ob- 
tained. The following table will give the 
pounds of digestible nqtrients in 100 pounds 
of the dry food: 

DIGESTIBLE NUTRIENTS IN 100 POUNDS OF DRY 
MATTER. 

Carbohy- 

Proteln. drates. Fats. 

Corn 7.9 66.7 4.3 

Oats 9.2 47.3 4.2 

Cotton seed meal. 27.2 16.9 12.2 

Pea vine hay 10.8 38.6 1.1 

Molasses 3.1 93.7 

Timothy, hay .... 2.8 43.4 1.4 

Crabgrass 4.6 40.9 U 



In the substitution of cotton seed meal (or 
corn and oats, one pound of the former vili 
about displace 31 pounds of either of the 
latter. 

A word in regard to feeding molasses and 
cotton seed meal to horses or mules. Mo- 
lasses has been tried repeatedly with good 
results. >Molasses is fed to stock extensively 
In this state, with excellent results, a mule 
eating dally with relish eight to twelve 
pounds. It Is easily soluble and therefore 
gives more net energy than any other food. 
Requiring no energy for mastication, Keilner 
found It to be four times as valuable for the 
production of work as carbohydrates coming 
from wheat straw. Prof. Henry says that 
cane molasses has the same feeding value 
as an equal weight of com. At our station at 
Baton Rouge, and at the Experiment Sta- 
tion in Texas, molasses has been fed with 
cotton seed meal and hulls to fattening cat- 
tle with excellent results. It is extremely 
palatable and when mixed with other feeds 
Induces a larger consumption. Its chief ef- 
fects are physiological, restoring energy to 
the tired animal and therefore sugar is 
now used In tne armies when soldiers are 
on a forced march. Of course when dele- 
terious salts have been used in the manu- 
facture of sugar, care must be taken in feed- 
ing the molasses and the quantity fed must 
accordingly be regulated. It is almost a 
criminal waste to sell molasses at a few cents 
per gallon, and buy hay, com and oats at 
the present price. 

In regard to the use of cotton seed meal, 
it is extensively used almost everywhere 
with cattle and sheep, and Its merits highly 
commended. It has been used time and 
again as a part of the ration for mules and 
horses. But I know of no instance where 
it has been the only concentrate save the 
testimony given below. We have fed it in 
quantities of one to two pounds per day 
per mule with great success. Many plant- 
ers of this state have also fed it in limited 
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quantities with like results. The New Hamp- 
shire Station, in Bulletin No. 82, has demon- 
strated that there is no one only ration for 
work horses, and among the rations used 
with excellent results was one oontaining 
10 pounds hay, 8 pounds corn, 2 i>ounds bran, 
and one pound cotton seed meal, and was the 
cheapest ration used. Prof. Henry says that 
when fed in reasonable quantity with a 
proper complement of other feeding stuffs, 
satisfactory results are secured with all farm 
animals, except young calves and hogs. 

I verily *belleve that If the present high 
prices prevail, cotton seed meal will ibe ex- 
tensively used all over the country as a sub- 
stitute for the more costly concentrates In 
the feeding of work stock. Its cheapness 
and Its concentrated nutrients, commend it 
to every feeder. The following extracts 
taken from a later copy of the Breeder's Ga- 
zette, testify to the gradual adoption of this 
meal as a horse food. 

The first is from Mississippi : 

"An abnormally lean store of corn forced 
me to seek for some cheap and available 
product to eke out my grain feeds with. 
After liarvestlng a very poor crop of oats 
last summer, I planted about four acres In 
kaffir com; on account of the late seeding 
and unfavorable after-season, this crop pro- 
duced only a partial return of grain. It 
was cut and shocked In the fall just as with 
com. I also put In about three acres of 
sorghum, sown broadcast, from wJilch I 
got a heavy cutting of forage which was 
stacked on the same ground. 

'This forage was hauled to the 'barn as 
needed and run through an ordinary cutting 
box and the chopped stuff mixed with cot- 
ton seed meal. On this ration I have suc- 
cessfully wintered ten horses and twelve 
Devon cattle. It was fed rather sparingly 
and cautiously to the horses and had to 
liave an addition of corn at first to Induce 
them to eat It, which ttiey soon learned to 
do. The horses got about four pounds of 
meftl per day, with all of the sorghum hay 
fed in racks that they would eat. No ill 
results have so far been observed. 



"I would not use this feed for horses when 
grain was plentiful, but as a substitute In a 
time of scarcity my experience has proved 
it to be entirely safe and nutritious." 

The next Is from Texas: 

"I have noticed several Inquiries lately 
in your paper as to cotton seed- meal as a 
feed for stock, and as I have had some ex- 
perience with It I will give It. I will say 
in the beg^lnnlng I am not a scientific feed- 
er. For the last Ayq years I have fed from 
fifty to sixty mules and (horses on cotton 
seed meal almost exclusively from Decem- 
ber to March. During these months my 
stock has no regular work to do and I try- 
to feed as cheaply as possHble, hence I use 
cotton seed meal and hulls, which are our 
cheapest feed. At first I mixed the meal 
with corn as I had had no experience with 
It and was somewhat afraid of It. Now I use 
It alone and with the best of results. My 
stock fattens quickly and sheds Its hair fully 
a month earllw than on the grain, and can 
do a good day's work wSien necessary. I have 
never observed any bad effects from It though 
I watched my stock closely the first two 
years. I feed li once a day an^ use five 
pounds of meal and all the hulls they will 
cat irp clean." 

It Is hardly worth while to prolong further 
my remarks. I will, therefore, close with t!he 
following cautions: 

Buy only bright yellow cotton seed meal 
of a nutty« pleasant odor and taste. Avoid 
reddish and musty nieal, which should be 
used only for fertilizer purposes. 

Feed each mule sepajately and see that 



nond get more than his ration. Bxcesslve 
quantities of cotton seed meal, on account 
of its concentrated nutrients, are to 'be abso- 
lutely avoided. Feed it gradually at first, 
mixing it carefully with otheir feeds until 
your mules learn to like it, and see that 
none of it is permitted to ferment In the 
feed boxes If not eaten. 

Six pounds is the maximum quantity 
recommended, and from the experiences 
gained by practical trials. It Is believed that 
this quantity can be fed dally with safety, 
provided It Is approached gradually. 

BBBT SUGAR. 



Beet 5ix%ar Notes. 

Reports come from Brldger, Montana, that 
Senator Clark may establish a beet sugar 
factory at that point. Tests of beets raised 
from seeds distributed In that locality last 
year have shown a large sucrose content, the 
beets aeraglng from 14 to 21 per cent. 

Seven thousand acres of beets, 5,000 of 
which will be irrigated, ^ill be planted In 
Ventura county, California, this year. The 
remalnng 2,000 acres will be planted on land 
moist enough to dispense with irrigation. 

The Patterson Ranch Company Is contem- 
plating the removal of Its big steam plow 
from the Patterson Ranch, where most ex- 
cellent work has been done, to Chlno. The 
advantage to be gained by deep plowing on 
the worn-out lands at Chlno wlU, It is 
thought, amply repay the cost of removing 
the very cumbersome Instrument. 

The Western Packing Company has been 
Incorporated In Denver, Oolo., with a capital 
of $500,000. It Is reported that this com- 
pany will use beet pulp for fattening stock. 

The Denver Sugar, Land and Irrigating 
Company was formed early In February. 
This company will rebuild the Castlewooa 
dam and Irrigate the Cherry Creek valley, 
establishing beet farms therein. A big su- 
gar factory. It is reported, will be built to 
handle the beets grown there. The incor- 
porators of the company, which Is capital- 
ized at 1500,000. are W. C. Johnston, C. S. 
Burford, J. W. Baker, F. W. Thomas and W. 
R. Klncald. The reservoir site consists of 
8O0 acres and will hold four billion gallons 
of water. 

The Sugar Factory Construction Company 
of Denver was recently Incorporated with a 
capital stock of $50,000. The object of the 
company Is to ibulld eugar factories. The 
members of the company are F. B. bhepard, 
president of the Denver Engineering Works; 
T. C. Henry, a beet sugar promoter of Colo- 
rado, and Arthur Hughes, a contractor. The 
secretary of the company Is Mr. A. L. Teele, 
publisher of the Sugar Beet Grower. 

TJie factory at Grand Junction, Colo., Is to 
be enlarged. 

At the Loveland, Colo., Farmers* Insti- 
tute, held- In February, x>apers were read by 
Mark Austin, J. S. McClelland and Prof. B. 
C. iBuffum on the merits and demerits of fiat 
price and sliding scale metihod of selling, 
beets and various methods of culture. 

In its recent award, of prizes for the best 
production of beets during the past cam- 
paign, the Loveland factory gave $450 to 
John W. -Shay for the best return from fif- 
teen acres; H. W. Hankins got $350 for best 
yield from ten acres and H. Bennett $250 
for the best five acres. 

On February 16, the Loveland factory made 
a record-breaking run for twelve hours, turn- 
ing out 1,500 sacks of sugar, or more than 
two sacks a minute. 

Mr. O. H. Patterson, a«ent of the Great 
Western Sugar Company, .has engaged the 
services of 150 German families from Ne- 



braska to work in the Loveland, Colo., beet 
fields. 

Among the records made 'by beet growers 
for the Rocky Ford, Colo., factory, we note 
that John Kllnkernmn of Las Animas re- 
turns from two acres of beets avera^d 
$146*64 per acre, his beets averaging 19 per 
cent sugar. 

The National .Sugar Beet Development 
Company, in order to encourage beet raising, 
has Inaugurated a series of prizes for best 
tonnage the coming season. Two hundred 
cash prizes, amounting to a total of $6,100, 
will /be offered. The competition Is open to 
all. Those entering must grow one square 
rod of sugar beets. The -beets must not be 
under 12 per cent sucrose, nor 78 per cent 
purity. 

The establishment of the beet sugar fac- 
tory at Alma, Mich., is credited with Increas- 
ing property values 40 per cent since its or- 
ganization in 1899. The marked improve- 
ment in the roads In .that section Is al90 at- 
tributed to the sugar factory. One of tie 
arrangements between the farmers and tftie 
factory is that the former shall take the 
cinders accumulating from the burning of 
120 tons of coal per day and use them for 
Improving the roads. 

Portland, Mich., Is endeavoring to secure 
a beet sugar factory and at the recent Farm- 
ers' Institute held there the topic of sugar 
beets was discussed with -much Interest. 

It Is reported that a company will sink 
wells capable of furnishing fiVQ million gal- 
lonjB of water at Bad Axe, Mich., If the com- 
imny having In hand the «bulldlng of a sugar 
factory at that point will guarantee the fac- 
tory being built 

Croswell, Mich., will have a beet sugar 
factory of 600 tons capacity by fleptemiber 
15, so Hon. J. M. Galge of that town Is re- 
ported as say;ing. 

Favorable action by congress may see the 
establishment of a beet sugar factory at 
Flint, Mich. 

A contract has been closed between the U. 
S. Government and the Michigan Chemical 
Oomi>any of Bay City, for 75,000 gallons of 
beet alcohol, which the government will use 
In the manufacture of crmokeless powder. 

The annual meeting of the German-Am- 
erican Sugar Company was held at West Bay 
City, February 12. There are nearly 600 
stockholders In the company, more than 300 
of whom attended the mieetlng, besides which 
many had- proxies. The election of directors' 
took over six hours for vote countlug and 
resulted In the re-election of the old board 
with the exception of two, Messrs. Hanson 
and Weiss being the new members. At this 
meeting the name of the company was 
changed from the German-American Farm- 
ers' Co-operative Beet Sugar Company to 
the GermanrAmerlcan Beet Sugar Company. 
The Marine Sugar Company, of Marine 
City, Mich., Is asking to have Its taxes re- 
duced, complaining that they are excessive. 
The decline In the. price of beans is turn- 
ing the attention of the farmers of Flushing, 
Mich., toward su^ar beet culture. 

Tbe negotiations of the Mason Sugar Com- 
pany for the beet sugar plant at Benton Har- 
bor, 'Mich., have fallen through. 

A bond Issue of $300,000 for construction 
purposes has been authorized by the stock- 
holders of the Valley Sugar Company, Car- 
roJlton, Mich. The company will put In the 
latest Improved machinery In their new 
plant, which will be built toy the KUby Man- 
ufacturing Company. 

Russian laborers will be secured for the 
beet fields of the Sebewalng, Mich., factory. 
The first car load of steel for the plant ar- 
rived on the ground the last part of Febru- 
ary. 
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Mar 14. 

RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl 

Japan 

Hoodoras . . . , 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings... 
No. 2 

Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings... 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton . . . . 

Polish, per ton... 

Roceipts 



WBBKLT MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



Mar. 8. 



2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



2 (^2H 
1K@2 



@1K 



5 

3 {s*piL 
2 ®2H 
1%@2 . 

17 60@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Mar. 10. 



2 26@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



3><@3% 

2 (a2% 
1%@2 



3 @iK 
2 &2H 
1%@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Mar. 11. 



2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



3>^@3% 
2H^3 

2 @2^ 
1%@2 

5 @5^ 

3 @4M 
2 @2f^ 
1%@2 

17 50(&:8 00 

22 50^23 00 



Mar. 12. 



2 26@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



SH®^K 
2%@3 

2 ®2H 
1%@2 

5 @55^ 

3 ®i}4 
2 @2% 

1%@2 

17 60@18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Mar. 18. 



2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



SH®^% 

2>i@3 

2 ^2^ 
1%^2 

6 '553i 

3 @iH 
2 (i^2% 
lJi@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Mar. 14. 



, 2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 



3>i@37i 
2H@3 
2 ®2H 
iJi®2 



5 @b)i 
3 @4^ 
2 ®2H 
1%@2 

17 50@i8 00 

22 50@23 00 



Same Day Last 
lear 



2 00@8 65 



- @ - 

- @ - 

Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal 

13 00@14 00 

19 00(g20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of week 



Japan— Steady. 
Honduras—Steady. 



Japan • 
firm. 



• Stro ng an 



Honduras— Strong' and 
Arm. 



Received. 
Sold 



and tales at New Orleans for the week ending 
riar. 14. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pots. Clban. 

3,384 7,393 

2,713 15,382 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, 1901 to Mar. 14, 190a. 
oompared with last year, sane tine. 

Sacks Rough. Pctb. Clban 

This Year 1,003,862 227,528 

Last Year 800,053 139,284 



Sugar. 

The receipts of sugar were fair at the 
end of the week anti were all taken up. The 
market was ratiher dull however. 



Molasses. 

Open kettle molasses waa nominal at the 
end of the week and centrifugal was steady. 



Rice. 

The market in rougfh rice wtks steady at 
the end of 41ie week and prices were well 
maintained but business was restricted by 
tlie small receipts of both Japan and Hondu- 
ras. Clean rice was strong with an active 
demand. 



Talmase on the Rice Market. 

Contrary weather conditions in nearly 
every direction liave interfered to a consid- 
erable extent with rice, as well as other 
lines of trade. Current demand is ahead of 
last year and yet despite this, the outlook is 
regarded by many as depressing. One does 
not have to go far afield for the reasons 
why: (1) sluggish movement on account of 
weather conditions which have interfered to 
a greater or lesser extent with transporta- 
tion: (2) large amount of crop yet to be 
placed: (3) financial requirements of mill- 
ers and planters who are forced to market 
In order to undertake the work of the new 
season: (4) the on-coming of warm weather. 
As a result of this combination, the lowest 
point of the season was reached during the 
past week. There is, however, another side 
that the strong holders recognize and which 
is also heeded by investors, i. e. (1) that the 
demand is likely to exceed that of any prev- 
ious year: (2) that the forward supply is 
inadequate to meet the known, saying noth- 
ing about the exceptional, demand which is 
{^remised during coming montlis. Big hold- 
ers may have temporarily lost control of the 
situation, hut are confident that ultimately 
prices will range generally as they wish. 
JV)T the present they appear quite content 
^th the tendency of the market; good work 



THE CUBAN 5UQAR CROP OP 1901-1902. 

Statement of Stocks and Exports to Febmary 28, 1902, and to same date last year. 



09 

H 

Q. 



HaTana 

Matanxas 

Cardenas 

Cienfuegoe. . . 

Safua 

Calbarien. ... 
Guantanamo. 

Cuba 

ManzanlUo. . . 

NuoTltas 

Qibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



o 



Hayana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Cienfnegos. . . 

SaRoa 

Calbarien — 
Guantanamo. 

Cuba 

ManzanlUo. . . 

Nuevltas 

Glbara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



I90I. 



Bags. 



100/ni 
141/m) 

171,619 
209,886 
86.984 
61,410 
74.169 

'66,864 
88,040 
17,611 

12)666 

"^1,968 



168,886 

218,886 

168440 

147,469 

28.849 

66,400 

19,280 

16,122 

10,800 

9,960 

8,800 

10.800 

6,698 

862,409 



Tons. 



181,709 



121,778 



1002. 



Bags. 



69,104 
22,760 
48.660 
117,968 



26,211 
4,197 
24398 
88,700 
18320 
2360 



862368 

860381 

419,962 

480318 

296380 

91,064 

141342 

91,187 

18,696 

48,076 

80,116 

' 88,100 



2,048,260 



Tons. 



60384 



292,606 



Local consumption, 2 months. 



268,482 
7360 

261382 
628 

Receipts to February 28 at all the ports 260309 



Stock of old crop, January 1. 



Note— Bags, 880 and Tons. 2340 lbs. 
Hayana, Feb. 28, 1902. 



842,982 
7,660 

860382 
19.878 

880,709 



JOAQUIN GUMA-FREDERICO MEJER. 



being done in weeding out weaker elements. 
There is inolyed an encouraging feature in 
th fact that at a given price there is a gener- 
ous response from regular and speculative 
buyers, the interest in market thereby wid- 
ened; steadiness and stren^hening undoubt- 
edly assured. Transactions of the week were 
liberal, mainly against future delivery at 
convenience of buyers and do not appear in 
the regular statistical movement. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note sluggish movement in English and Con- 
tinental markets, with prices barely steady. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegrapha: liou- 
isiana crop movement to date — ^Receipts, 
rough, 1,212,6^ sacks; last year, 907,777 
sacks. Sales, cleaned, 950,020 pockets; last 



year, 682,243 pockets. Enlarged enquiry for 
Japan. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs: Caro- 
lina crop movement to date — Receipts, 34.895 
barrels. Sales. 32,568 barrels. Market 
steady. 



Sutar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planteb by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 692,585, granted Feb. 4, 1902, 
to William H. Adams, of Lafayette, La., as- 
signor of one-half to F. Fidel Lombard, 
Lafayette, La., cane stubble cleaner. 
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WANTS. 



We wUI puMtob ill this cotaon. fr— of dMrge antll 
tartber oodoe, the appUcatkMU of all auuiagert, ever- 
§9tr», tngliieert aad tngar-oMkert, and others who 
■My be ieeldnf poetttoiie la the ooantry, and alee the 
wants of planters desiring to eoqrfoy any of these. 

WANTED— By an ezperienoed sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can famish the besc of references 
from Loalsiana and Mexico. Address Geo. H. Doug- 
lass, Box 81, CoTlngton, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sagar plantation for the fall and winter of 1903. 
Haye experenoe and can famish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Roage P. O. La. 3-4-02. 

WANTED— A sitnatlon as oooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels- Can giye best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, Ls. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumbs. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N.Y. 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenence. 
Can All any position from business manager down. 

gest of references and bond if required. Address R. 
. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 20, 
Donaldsonyille, La. 2-8-02 

WANTSp — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
' reference. L. A. Thomas^ 1100 Cadis St., 



ew Orleans, La. 



WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, haying 5 
years experience in raw sugar industry, two years 
in German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd in German technical schools • and 
uniyersities ; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Could commence immediately. 
Address G5*. F.5ft&|7, Berlin, 53 Bergmann St 
67, Germany. 2-12-02 

WANTED — ^An American, 27, -experienced in the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a first-class eyaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mechamic^ care of 
this office. 

WANTED-^ situation as store olerk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had oyer 18 years' experieeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will aooept 

ositlon either in olty or oountry, or wlH accept a 
position as night watobmah. J. J. Mubpht, 145 union 



street, East Baton Rouge, La. 



2-14-08 



POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
class references. Alfbeo Gakbl, care of the Chief, 
DonaldsonyiUe, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultlyaie 200 acres of land 
In cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 
ply to B. Lbqendre, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
Orleans. 



WANTED— A position as assistant oyerseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Thio- 
DORE Bavdouxn, Hshnyille, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as oyerseer 
or ohemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W. S. . care Louisiana Plantbb. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position aq superintendent, assistant or 
ohemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest tecnnioal school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rieaoed in manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar' 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, oare Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 year8 of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
JOE Sabamo, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-08 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugaF making plant. Twelye years' experience. Best 
of references glyen. Address Obnbeal Mabaobb. 
88 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 1-20-03 



WANTED— Ajposition to do all repairs and take oft 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with aU details of sugar house. Address J. 



A L., Lauderdale, P. O , La. 



WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
';o superintend the oannlng of ayrapsand molasses. 
Must understand the business In all its details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
naia Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelright 
by experienced young man 25 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
SiDNET P. OuBBE. Lsuderdalo, La. l-l!f-02 

— — — — — ^ — ■ . — ■ % 

WANTED— Po lition by a competent sqgar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other ooantry. Address Suoab Makeb, 2800 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarification, with first-class credentials , in 
Cuba or Mexloo. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and ohemist and familiar with 
the workings of a factory. Ttie other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accoimtant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
eyery detail, can tuniish best of references. Address 
Rbfinbb, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab, 814 Cen- 
tral ayenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTEID — A clericdl position on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Menco; haye had seyeral 
years* experience and can furnish onquestlon- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonaldsonyiUe, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotiye engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don AUen^ care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Haye had 14 years ex- 
I>ertenoe in both. I can furnish good references and 
and guaratee satisfaction. Address Mabco, care 
this office. 12-{M)1. 

WANTED— Posltlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merchandise clerk;24 years of age and single, 
educated In French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. li-O^l. 

WANTED— Head-overseer for sugar plantation in 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 
>iy; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 

ir. 12-11-01 



g 



WANTED— A compentent and experienced youug 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. Kenn^rLa. 12-12-01. 

WANTED — For season of 1002, sober, energetic 
and capable young man as assistant oyerseer; un- 
married; wages 840 per month. Address Second 
Oversebb, English Turn, La. 11-21-01 

WANTED — Situation as oyerseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Haye many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Haye a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rocheile, Hohen Solms, La. 12-S-Ol 

WANTED— A positioa as first-class oyerseer. 
Twenty years' experience. Can famish high refer- 
as to ability and sobriety. Address Nickeles Fobbt, 
786 Conti St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 



WANTED — ^Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tion. Can ffiye good references and satisfactory 
reasons for desiring a change. Haye been 18 



years at place where now employed. 
Wm. C. Thomas, Mlnerya, La. 



Addrem, 
12-5-01 



WANTED — ^A young man of temperate habits 
wishes to secure a position in country store or as 
oyerseer on a plantation. Has four years' experi- 
ence in modem culture. Address T. P. B., Ber- 
trandyille. La. 12-2-01 



WANTBD-At once, position as water tender, doable 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar house worker 
Can refer to Lebermuth A Israel, Lauderdale, u! 
P. N. VEGAS, Lauderdale, La. ™14-oi 

WANTED-Posltion by manager of plantation store 
Young man. unmarried, ffood accountant and oSm 
man. Have had charge of present business 11 yean 
but seeks phaoge, or wiU inyest and enter partneiSS 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, U.^ 
___^__ 12-14-01 

Sff;*?i"*- ^ddre^s New Hope, care LouUiani 
rianter. _^ mi^)i. 

WANTBD--A situation as oyerseer or assistant 
h?-?*5S^^ plantation, by a man 45 years old, yer? 
healthy and of good endurance. Can giye ffl 
Jgeren^. Address L. B., care C. C. HuB BlS^ 

WANTED--A situation as aasistant oyerseer on 
a sugar plantation ^or the year 1902 by a youM 
married man. Am sober and industrious and win 
giye my employer eood seryices. Can furnish wf- 
erences. Address T. R. Nesom, Belle Alliance, La. 



11-28-01 



WANTBD—Positlon as sugar boUer in Leuisi- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Address 1006, this of. 
nee. 



WANTBD--A posiUon as assistant or o?eneer 
on a sugar plantetlon for the crop of 1902; rSr- 
sncee furnished. Address W., Lucy P. C, L^ 
, 11-25-01 

WANTED— Two first-class centrifugal men fer 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of doing repiilr 
work. All expenses paid going and comSg from 
New Orleans with board and lodging. AdSrewL 
D. DbBlanc, Plaquemine, La. ^^ * ll3S3l 

WANlTBl^A young man of 24, haying a filrly 
pood education, desires to act as a representatife 
fn New York City for sbt genUeman apprectoSf 
an energetic worker. Address Bichabd R SHim 
445 West 88d St.. New York. ^^ 11-25^ 

WANTED— By a sober and competent jomg 
!KS;i1J^*^??k'**' *»»« coming •eaaon as asdsSS 
chemist in Cuba or Mexico, or would like to hm 
from party assuming chemical control of a ma 
l^poB*. Dnderstanda clarification, etc; canftr- 
nlsh references from present employer. Addrai 
L. Labb^ Dorceyyille. La. . 

^uT^?^^~'^ position as assistant oyerseer for 
t?®J^P™* y.^^,« ^or references address Geo. W. 
McFfdl or A. Wilbert's Sons, PuSoSunTLt 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Fm A. Sobbal, 
Plaquemine, La. 11-27-01 



WANTED— A position as Manaser on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana, ^uba or mSco. 
Can speak Spanish and haye had ample experi- 
ence, haying managed oli some of the finest plan- 
11^2^ A^^^^^$: «?" furnish best wfer- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 



WANTED— Chemist with knowledge of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and wiSi ample ex- 
perience, Is open for an engagement Best of 
I®'?!*!?^- SP««>» English, German, French and 
a litUe Spanteh. Ad<&ess Mackay, care Louis- 

lANA PLANTBB. 1-4-02 



WANTED— A position as sugar boUer to go to 
9"*^ 5^ M^^^' J'^^ 12 years' experience. Can 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoin, Laura, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— A position as first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beudreaox. 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



WANTED-Por 1908, position by a single young man 
(2S) as book-keeper and general office man or manager 
of large sugar planUtion store. Am s^ctly temper- 
ate, a first-class double entry book-keeper, aocorate 
and systematic, and am thoroughly yersed In an detaUs 
of the general merchandise business. Years of prae- 
ti<»l experience. GUt-edge references. Bond ft re- 
quired. Address «* Enbboy," HahnylUe, La. 12-28-01 



# ^A5?^?r^ position as sugar boUer or asslstsnt 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rloo.by a competent sad 
first-class man. strioOy sober. Can fnmtoh the best 
SL'a'25?''°*g*"*?P 9H*** *°^ Louisiana. Jh Wtisfl, 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-14-«i 

WAJNTBD— A single man of experience wishes 
a position as manager or oyerseer for this year. 
References: T. Belllssein, Patterses, La., and 
O. D. Berwick, Foster, La. Addresa A. D. Lacej, 
Centeryille, La. 1-8^ 
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The Cane Crop. 

(3itr advices from the country indicate 
the past week as being a favorable one 
for the prosecution of field work and the 
plantations have presented a scene of ac- 
tivity and a great deal has been accom- 
plished. All indications point to an ex- 
cellent inauguration of the crop of 1902, 
as'the seed cane and stubbles are both in 
good condition and the weather has been 
so far favorable. Were the suspense 
concerning the Washington situation re- 
moved, the outlook for the coming year 
might be pronounced at this date an ex- 
tremely favorable one and even under the 
present circimistances the planters are 
hopeful and are preparing to cultivate a 
large crop. 



The Case ot Cuba. 

The Louisiana Planter has received 
from Mr. E. Ham, of Washington, a 
pamphlet with the above t\tle in yvhich 
Mr. Ham reviews the present contest on 
the sugar question and the proposed con- 
cessions to Cuba. For a number of years 
Mr. Ham has given much consideration 
to sugar legislation and his thorough 
familiarity with the whole subject as 
shown by his contributions to current su- 
gar literature and especially as shown by 
his occasional contributions to the 
columns of this journal led us to exp€ct 
he would single out the weak spots in 
"the case of Cuba" and he certainly has 
done so. 

Mr. Ham makes a number of especially 
strong points. It has been urged that 
we should establish reciprocal relations 
with Cuba ; that we should enact a reci- 
procity treaty that would "give Cuba a 
chance" and at the same time be im- 
mensely beneficial to us by reason of the 
greatly increased trade brought about 
by reciprocity. 

Who knows the best about this? The 
Manufacturers' Association of the United 
States held a special reciprocity conven- 
tion in Washington last November. They 
labored long and earnestly with the reci- 
procity problem and finally adopted the 
following resolution applicable to the case 

of Cuba : 

Resolved — That this Convention recom- 
mends to Congress the maintenance of the 
principle of "protection" for the home mar- 



ket, and to open up by reciprocity, oppor- 
tunities for increased foreign trade by spe- 
cial modifications of the tariff, in special 
cases, but only where it can be done loithout 
injury to any of our home interests of man- 
ufacturing, commerce or farming. 

There were but two dissenting votes. 
The manufacturers the most interested, 
after having canvassed the whole matter 
crystallized their conclusions into the 
above resolution and went home satisfied. 
They even asked that a permanent tariff 
commission should be established charged 
with the study of these difficult problems. 

Showing first the weakness and danger 
to our protective system involved in 
reciprocity treaties, Mr. Ham next pro- 
ceeds to show that there can't well be 
reciprocity with Cuba. Cuba has now a 
low tariff established and will be unable 
to make material concessions to the 
United States on any of our commodities 
unless, as some of the Cubans have sug- 
gested, they advance their tariff rates 
against others thus specifically admitting 
the discrimination in our favor. This 
would be impracticable for an indepen- 
dent ( ?) nation and would excite an- 
tagonistic legislation such as was had be- 
tween us and Spain some years back, as 
Mr. Ham shows. 

After showing first that the manufac- 
turers of the United States don't want 
reciprocity if it be injurious to any of 
our own interests and 2nd that Cuba 
hasn't in operation nor seriously pro- 
posed, any schedule of duties which 
would enable her to make us any valu- 
able reciprocity concessions, Mr. Ham 
proceeds to show that under the Mc- 
Kinley reciprocity law of 1890 our trade 
with Cuba did not materially increase 
and that our trade with Cuba is now 
larger without reciprocity than during 
that period of reciprocity which prevailed 
from September, 1892, to October, 1894. 

Actual errors as to facts, if not inte;n- 
tional mis-statements, were made before 
the Ways and Means Committee on be- 
half of the so-called Cubans. Mr. Ham 
has compiled all his data from our own 
government reports. His facts are in- 
controvertible, his logic irresistible. We 
presume copies of his pamphlet can be 
obtained by addressing him. 

Every one now interested in the some- 
what complicated sugar situation and 
wanting more light should read Mr. 
Ham's pamphlet. 
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Why not Begin our Ecovomic Feed- 
ing m% Once? 

It was brought out in the debates over 
the economic feed problem before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, 
last week, that many planters were even 
now buying corn at $1.36 or more per 
100 pounds and oats at $1.62 or more 
per 100 pounds, while their own molasses, 
as valuable as mule feed, pound for 
pound, as Western corn, as certified to 
by Professor Henry and Dr. Stubbs, has 
a market value on the plantation of but 
25 cents per 100 pounds, and yet these 
planters were not feeding it. This is a 
display of conservatism and worship of 
the remote past and its traditions, worthy 
of any disciple of Confucius. We advise 
any one wanting to feed stock well and ^ 
at the lowest cost to read the papers read 
before the Louisiana Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation last week and published in our 
last issue, and the stenographic report of 
the debate thereon, published in this is- 
sue. 



Sugar Beets in Kansas- 
Some of our Kansas friends are pitch- 
ing into Dr. Wiley because of his alleged 
expression of doubt as to Kansas' adapta- 
tion to successful beet sugar production. 
They now cite the production in western 
Kansas of nearly two. thousand tons of 
sugar beets last year which were market- 
ed at Rocky Ford, Colorado, their sugar 
content averaging over 17 per cent. Kan- 
sas shouldn't complain of Dr. Wiley. He 
did all he could for them 20 years ago 
to develop sorghum sugar production and 
only abandoned it when further eifort 
in its favor was manifestly useless. If 
Kansas can produce good sugar beets Dr. 
Wiley will be one of the first to recog- 
nize the fact and to aid the industry with 
any means under his control. 

The Kansas known so well in the East, 
is eastern Kansas, and while we are led 
at times to say — way out there in Kan- 
sas, we hardly appreciate that western 
Kansas reaches almost to the foot hills 
of the Rocky mountains. Irrigation 
made the beets of which the Kansans are 
now proud and successful irrigation may 
yet make Kansas realize in sugar from 
beets, the wealth that some years back 
she hoped to realize in sugar from sor- 
ghum grown on the plains farther East 
than those that have sent such excellent 
beets to the Colorado factory at Rocky 
Ford. 



The Cuban Question. 

The situation in Washington continues 
more or less uncertain. During the past 
week the caucus of the Repiiblican mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives 
agreed to instruct the Ways and Means 
Committee to report a bill granting to the 



Cubans ^ reduction of 20 per cent, in 
the tariff on sugar, this reduction to con- 
tinue until December, 1903, and the Cu- 
ban government to enact the United 
States labor and immigration laws. This 
proposition was fought to the last by the 
beet and cane sugar representatives, but 
they were outnumbered in the caucus and 
the administration has apparently scored 
a victory to that extent. 
' It is announced, however, that the beet 
sugar and cane sugar men have deter- 
mined to carry the struggle to the floor 
of the house and they are confident that 
they have a sufficient number of adher- 
ents to prevent any legislation of this 
character. According to the latest ad- 
vices there are thirty-seven members of 
the House of Representatives who have 
agreed to fight to the last ditch, and if 
this be so they can, by voting with the 
pemocrats, obstruct and probably prevent 
the passage of the bill now offered by 
the Ways and Means Committee. The 
outcome of the situation will of course 
be awaited with interest by all concerned 
and the developments of the past week 
have been such as to postpone the final 
solution of the question and to prolong 
the suspense under which^ we arfg now 
laboring. 



Our Report of the 5ui:ar Planters' 
Discussion. 

The stenographic report that we g^ve 
our readers in this issue of the discussion 
of the stock feeding problem, had last 
week by the Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Aissociation, will be found of great inter- 
est to every sugar planter in the state. It 
covers the experience of practical men 
and includes the excellent and instructive 
comments made by Dr. Stubbs during 
the evening. 

The more formal papers read before 
the association and published in our last 
issue, together with the discussion now 
given, make a contribution to our econ- 
omic literature worthy of the careful 
study of every sugar planter, everywhere. 



Some riore Economical Stock Feed- 
ing. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Some time since the question was asked 
and answered through the columns of The 
Louisiana Planter, as to the propriety of 
feeding cottonseed hulls and cottonseed meal 
to work horses and mules. I learn from an 
intelligent farmer of this place who has ex- 
perimented to some extent, with a food ra- 
tion of hulls and meal, that after repeated 
trials he found that horses and mules had 
first to learn to like the food, to acquire a 
taste for it before they could be induced to 
eat enough of it to keep them up. 

On a ration composed of one water bucket 



full of hulls, one pint of cottonseed meal and 
one-third of a feed of shelled oats, he secured 
the best results. His mules and horses 
seemed to relish this ration as regularly fed, 
were kept in good condition and stood up as 
well under plow work as if they had been 
ted on corn. I would stfggest that with su- 
gar as cheap as it is to-day, a pint of it 
added to the above mentioned ration of hulls, 
meal, and oats, might still further improve 
the food so as^to do away with com alto- 
gether, continuing a proper supply of hay, 
of course. I will here mention that the more 
progressive poultry raisers in the North feed 
a light ration of cottonseed meal to their 
poultry for a few weeks before marketing 
them. The meal, it is claimed, tones up the 
flavor as well as the color of the flesh of the 
fowls. 

I have been credibly informed that the 
Union oil mill of Bunkie, Louisiana, has a 
fine team of horses that is fed on no other 
food than hulls and meal. The team keeps 
real fat under heavy work.N 

Ebix. 



Erection of a New Sugar Plant. 

Charles Buckland, chief engineer for Hugh 
Kelly, the well-known sugar expert of this 
city, has just returned from Cuba, where he 
has been for several months past superin- 
tending the erection of the Banes sugar p!aQt 
for the United States Fruit Company. The 
equipment, which has a daily capacity for 
handling 1,500 tons of cane, and turning ont 
1,100 bags of sugar, includes six 3-roUer 
mills, built by the Farrel Foundry and Ma- 
chine Company, of Ansonia, Conn.; six en- 
gines, aggregating 2,400 horse-power, fur- 
nished by the Harrisbug Foundry and Mar 
chine Works, of Harrisburg. Pa.; Climax 
boilers, made by the Clonbrook Iron Works, 
of Brooklyn, and pumps supplied by Thomas 
Lewis of New York city. The structural ma- 
terial for the buildings— some 800 tons— was 
furnished by Milliken :Brother8, of this Mty. 
The entire plant, the contracts for which 
were all placed in this country, involved an 
expenditure not far short of $1,000,000. It is 
reported that the United States Fruit Com- 
pany purport making considerable additions 
to the plant in the near future.— ^ew York 
Journal of Commerce, 

Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisuka 
Planteb by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 695,158, granted March 11, 1902, 
to Walter P. Lafferty, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Centrifugal Machine. 

Personal. 

Mr. Ernest Roger of Lafourche pariah 
came up to the city on a visit a few days ago 
and made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Grunewald. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark of St. Mary parish was 
at the St. Charles hotel during the early 
part of the week. 

Mr. W. P. Flower of Rapides parish was 
in the city on Thursday last Mr. Flower 
made his headquarters at the St Charles 
hotel. 



Digitized by 



Google 



March 22. 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



187 



Ascension. 

(SPBCIAL C0BRE8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The warm spell over which Ascension did 
some crowing last week, was of very brief 
duration, and the return of chilly tempera- 
ture followed so closely upon the corres- 
pondent's jubilant epistolary demonstration 
that it almost seemed as if the occult influ- 
ences that control the meteorological ma- 
chfnery of the universe had conspired to de- 
molish his pretentions to weather wisdom. 
The unexpected and unseasonable change in- 
dicates that not only do "all signs fail in 
dry weather," but they are not to be implicit- 
ly relied on in any kind of weather. Frost 
and a minimum temperature of 36 degrees 
were predicted for Wednesday morning, but 
fortunately the forecast was not realized, 
since the mercury only dropped to 41 de- 
grees at Donaldsonville and no frost was 
visible. The temperature average for the 
week has been unusually low, retarding veg- 
etation considerably, but not checking it 
completely. Though the regular season is 
decidedly backward, therefore, no harm has 
been done so far, and it is much better that 
the supply of cool weather should be ex- 
hausted now, than that a load of it be 
clumped upon us further along, after the 
crops have "settled down" seriously to the 
business of growing up. 

There is no variation from the almost uni- 
versally favorable accounts given by the 
planters and managers of this section con- 
cerning the condition of plant cane and ra- 
toons. A number of Assumption planters 
were in town Wednesday, attending the 
funeral of their venerable confrere, *1Jncle 
Bob" Maurin, and all who talked of the early 
crop indications did so in a satisfied and 
hopeful vein. As to the twenty per cent 
reciprocity concession to Cuba foreshadowed 
by Tuesday night's action of the Republican 
house caucus at Washington — that's another 
story. 

The sudden illness and death of Robert 
Maurin, the patriarchal sugar planter and 
well-known citizen of the neighboring parish 
of Assumption, has been a cause of wide- 
spread sorrow and regret. "Uncle Bob," as 
nearly everybody loved to call him, was al- 
most worthy to be called a landmark of his 
neighborhood, so seldom was he absetit from 
the home on Ville de Bois plantation, that 
had been his abiding place for nearly half a 
century. He was apparently in the enjoy- 
ment of his usual good health when at 6 
o'clock Monday evening an attack of heart 
failure seized him. Medical aid was quickly 
summoned and everything possible done to 
revive the patient, but "Uncle Bob's" time 
had come, and seven hours later, at 1 a. m., 
Tuesday, March 18th, he quietly pass^d 
away. Mr. Maurin was a native of Donald- 
sonville, where he first saw the light eighty 
years ago last month. His education was 
completed at Ogdensburg, New York, and 
after returning from school he filled brief 



periods of employment as an accountant, a 
surveyor and storekeeper, then became an 
overseer and subsequently manager of Lieu- 
tenant Governor Trasimond Landry's sugar 
plantations, now the Miles Planting Com- 
pany's New Hope and Ascension places. In 
1855 Mr. Maurin re-embarked in planting on 
his own account at Ville du Bois, in Maurin 
Bruly, about six miles thym Donaldsonville, 
and continued in that business, with an in- 
terregnum during the civil war, until his 
death. He leaves a widow, bom Malvlna 
Vives; an only son, Edward, manager of 
Ville du Bois plantation; four married 
daughters, Mesdames CamiUe R. AUeman, 
Paul H. Cere, Joseph Dugas and J. B. Sand- 
lin,^ besides a large number of grandchildren 
and other relatives. He was a man of sterl- 
ing integrity and firm convictions, yet of a 
genial and kindly disposition that attracted 
the affection and confidence of all who knew 
him, young and old. The funeral took place 
Wednesday morning and was very largely at- 
tended. The remains were laid to rest in 
the Catholic cemetery at Donaldsonville, 
where reposes the dust of his brothers 
Adolphe and Victor, formerly prominent cit- 
izens of this community. The name of Ma- 
jor Victor Maurin will ever be honored as 
the intrepid commander of the famous Don- 
aldsonville Artillery during the greater part 
of the war between the states. 

ASCEIVSION. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORBG8PONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather, though a little too cold, has 
been favorable for field work since last re- 
port, and considerable progress has been 
made. Cane planting is still under way on 
some places, while on others cane scraping 
and stubble digging are being pushed. The 
early planted corn Is up to a full stand, and 
in this respect planters have been more 
successful than they sometimes are. Rice 
planting was begun about two weeks since 
and the little needles are beginning to ap- 
pear. By the end of the month the better 
portion of the crop will have been sown. 

The "burning question" is interesting a 
number of our planters, and we think the 
larger number will install oil burners at 
their factories; for it was clearly demon- 
strated last season that there was not only 
economy, but most general satisfaction from 
the use of oil as fuel. This week Messrs. 
Barrow and LeBlanc and LeBlanc and Danos 
of Plaquemlne, closed contracts each for a 
tank of 5,000 barrels capacity, for their res- 
pective places. Pecan and Milly, with those 
genial and enterprising machinery men of 
New Orleans, Messrs. Payne & Joubert 
Messrs. LeBlanc and Danos expect to have 
their oil brought up to their place by barge 
in Bayou Plaquemlne. As a short water 
route to the oil territory it seems to us the 
oil people have overlooked the importance 
of Bayou Plaquemlne, whose merits they 
would do well to Investigate, and they, too. 



perhaps might rouse the United States Engi- 
neer's officials and push the Plaquemlne lock 
to speedy completion. 

The cane-loading apparatus invented by a 
man named Howard, of St. Gabriel, which 
was tried on the Texas plantation during 
rolling season, is said to have the correct 
principle, but needs some Improvement to 
make it practicable, and it is being given 
another trial this week at the Cedar Grove 
plantation of Mr. Leonce M. Soniat. 

Mr. Joseph D. Berret, of Soulouque, is 
planting rice this week at his Arcadia plan- 
tation, where he will put in two hundred 
acres. A part of Mr. Berret's land was in 
velvet beans last year and we venture to say 
rice was never before sown in soil more 
promising. Mr. Berret has two plantations 
which he plants In rice and feed stuffs al- 
ternately, and has been most successful. 

Messrs. Berthelot Bros, of St. Gabriel have 
sixty acres of rice up, two hundred more 
planted, and expect to get in their comple- 
ment — 500 acres — by April 1st. 

Mr. William P. Hickman, formerly of Pla- 
quemlne, but now of Crowley, and Miss Mar- 
ian Flemming of Plaquemlne, were married 
there on the 19th Inst The groom is a son 
of Mr. George W. ^ickman, a large cotton 
planter of Grant parish, while his bonny 
wife is a daughter of Mr. Andrew J. Flem- 
ming, a prominent manager of Iberville par- 
ish. 

District court will convene in regular jury 
session next Monday, and from the present 
outlook, the grand jury will have more to 
do than any of Its immediate predecessors. 
There are a fair number of cases on the civil 
docket, but mostly of a trivial nature. 

Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBRB8PONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week has been quite the best 
week the planters have had this year. After 
a beautiful day Thursday of last week, rain 
set in that night, culminating Friday noon 
in a torrential downpour which effectually 
put a quietus on plantation work until last 
Monday. Since then the weather has been 
good, although the cold wave that set in 
Sunday night has not been at all conducive 
to the germination of plant life. Tuesday 
morning we narrowly escaped a freeze, the 
thermometer registering 37 degrees. The 
temperature has, however, gradually moder- 
ated, and is getting back to a normal spring 
basis. This week's good weather has been a 
boon to the planters, who have taken ad- 
vantage of it to the utmost in pushing de- 
layed field operations. The work of plant- 
ing has been completed on some places and 
is rapidly drawing to a close on others. Con- 
siderable stubble is also being scraped. 

It is generally believed that fall plant will 
come out all right, but so far as H>rins 
plant is concerned, opinions differ and the 
only thing that can be done is to await de- 
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velopments. Much of the seed was so badly 
spoiled it had to be thrown away, and con- 
siderable culling and "thick" planting was 
done all along the line. A majority of the 
planters seem to be hopeful, and think that 
with the advent of warm weather a fairly 
good stand will be obtained. It is a case of 
"watch and wait." 

Leading citizens and property-holders here 
are discussing a hu^e drainage scheme — the 
largest and most important ever undertaken 
in this parish. Almost all of West Baton 
Rouge will be embraced in the proposed 
drainage district. It is proposed that a 
dredging machine, such as are now being 
-used satisfactorily in other parts of the state, 
be purchased. The original cost of the pro- 
per machine for this work would be $10,000. 
It would have the capacity of excavating and 
casting 1.000 cubic yards of earth per day at 
a cost of $11. 

It is further proposed that in order to 
purchase a dredging machine and have the 
work, done, all of the lands in West Baton 
Rouge and that portion of land in Pointe 
Coupee that will be benefited by this system 
of drainage shall pay a contribution tax of 
12V2 cents per acre for two years, and 5 cents 
per acre for the next five years. The 12% 
cents tax is to pay for the machine and ne- 
cessary outfit. .The expenditure of all funds 
thus derived wiU^be under the control of a 
lK)ard of commissioners, (Composed of five 
members, three of whom are to be appointed 
by the police jury and the remaining two to 
be appointed by the Governor from names 
recommended to him by a majority of pro- 
perty-owners in number and amount, each 
commissioner to be owner of not less than 
$1,000 of real estate. If this drainage plan 
is carried out. thousands of acres of land 
now uncultivable and designated as swamp 
land, will be brought into cultivation. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. W. Cook and their family 
of interesting children, who have resided in 
Baton Rouge for a number of years, are 
again residents of. West Baton Rouge, having 
taken up their ai>ode on Kelson plantation, 
in the upper portion of 

West ^aton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL CORRRSPONDENCE.) 

Editor ijouisiana Planter: 

Most of the planters have finished planting 
cane, and as a rule have made large plant- 
ings. The seed was exceptionally good, and 
with good weather, a fine stand Is assured. 
Some of the "early birds" succeeded in get- 
ting In a good portion of their corn crop 
last week, and what effect the downpour of 
Friday will have remains to be seen. Early 
com, where a stand is obtained, always glvep 
better results than that planted later. Stub- 
ble shaving and scraping of plant cane seem 
to be the order of the day. I have not heard 
a single pessimistic report from those who 
have examined the stuibble, but have heard 
doubts expressed as to the condition of 
the fall plant. Some who have examined 



the fall cane since it has »been scraped, say 
that there Is no fear of there not being a 
stand. We understand that several contracts 
'have been closed for the use of oil as fuel 
for the coming grinding, and a majority of 
the planters ^re getting facts and figures 
with a view of Installing oil plants at their 
factories. The present rise of the Lafourche 
will be ample to permit the delivery of coa! 
by boat. The tardiness of the contractor in 
building the new levee just above the Dolese 
Cooper shop has been much criticized. With 
the rising water it will be a matter of im- 
possibility to complete same before the water 
puts a stop to the work. If the dirt be taken 
on the land side, the narrow strip between 
the levee and the marals, now occupied by 
small settlers, will be so decreased that so'me 
of them may be forced to aibandon their 
homes. Why this work was deferred until 
the period of high water is agitating the 
minds of the public. A chat with Mr. Glea- 
son, the affable representative of B. F. Avery 
& Sons, revealed the fact that the system of 
cultivating with middre-breakc?rs will be 
used extensively in Assumption the present 
year. 

Wle learn that the partnership of Boud- 
reaux & Himel will probably be dissolved. 
Mr. Boudreaux retaining the St Rose plan- 
tation and Mr. Oscar Himel the Hlmelaya 
plantation. Georgia— the estate of Blanch- 
ard Bros., has mode a banner planting this 
season, the largest for several years. Under 
the management of Camille Blanchard, this 
place has been greatly Improved. The rain 
of last Friday at Paincourtvllle registered 
3.76 inches, at NapoleonviUe and below It 
was even greater. Mr. Jas. Bourgeois, on 
Live Oak plantation. Is preparing to use oil 
as fuel to fiood (his rice land, and is arrang- 
ing a tank at his pump on the bayou for 
storage of the oil. A very large acreage in 
Assumption will be planted this year in rice. 
Messrs. Thos. & Jas. Kent have rented a 
tract of land on Bayou Black, where they 
will raise rice. Both lived In Assumption 
for many years and have the reputation of 
being good managers, and their friends wish 
them success In their new venture. We un- 
derstand that there Is a plan on foot for 
bridging the Lafourche at Paincourtvllle, 
and It Is possible that the Texas & Pacific 
R. R. will build a spur to the foot of the 
bridge, thus giving railroad facilities to 
the people living In the upper portion of the 
parish on the west bank of the Lafourche. 
During the last grinding season planters In 
this section lost money because of lack of 
facilities for getting their crops to market. 
We are having quite a cool spell of weather 
after the comparatively warm days of last 
week. On Saturday last the thermometer 
registered 80 degrees In the shade. Weather 
of this sort would have qulokly forced the 
cane out of the ground. The heavy rain of 
last week forced a great deal of the loose 
dirt Into the quarter-drains, almost filling 
up the bottoms of the ditches in places. 

More Anon. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Winter weather struck this section of the 
country again last night, the 17th. St Pat- 
rick brought with him a cold wave from 
the North. Some predict damage to rice 
that Is up, but there Is no frost reported. The 
weather otherwise has been very fine. Farm 
work Is progressing nicely and everybody 
seems to be satisfied with his lot except tiie 
cane farmer, s The weather Is a little dry 
and some sections are beginning to com- 
plain about hard, dry ground and difficult 
plowing; there are also complaints in the 
t^own about a scarcity of water for drinking 
purposes. The rice farmer is much further 
advanced with his crop than either the cane, 
corn or cotton man. There has been some 
corn planted but very little, no cotton Deport- 
ed planted and the cane man is just dragging 
along with his planting. He would much 
prefer feeding his seed . cane to hogs and 
donating it to his next neighbor than to 
plant it, but as many of them have a large 
acreage of stubble they prefer to tf-y to make 
something out of it rather than lose it alto- 
gether. Seed cane has been selling here 
at $1.00 per load and you could pile on all 
that you could carry, if it was one ton or 
five. The cane planter is thoroughly sick 
and disgusted. If the rice holds up in price 
this year tnere will not be enough cane 
planted in this section next year to supply 
a horse mill. The com acreage will be In- 
creased where the lands are too high for 
rice and between com and rice the entire 
acreage will be consumed. ' Most of the 
canals are in readiness now to begin the 
season's run and those that are not ready 
are making all possible efforts to get ready. 
The work on the Abbeville canal pumps is 
progressing very nicely and the same can 
be said of lae East Side canal. The East 
Side canal people are delighted with the 
foundation that they found at their pump- 
ing site. Many of the canals that have 
b^en put in here have had more or less 
trouble with quicksand in their pump 
foundation but the East Side has been for- 
tunate enough to miss this trouble so far and 
have lound a very substantial clay founda- 
tion. Well drillers are still busy putting 
down wells and the demand is very great. 

The Planters' Rice Mill Company, Limited, 
through its Board of Directors^ awarded the 
contract for me erection of their plant at 
this place to Boland & Gschwind Co., Ltd., 
of New Orleans. The contract was let for a 
mill building complete with machinery in- 
stalled and the contract calls for a trial 
run of 1,000 sacks of rice satisfactory to the 
company. This will be a modern mill in 
every particular. The mill building will be 
four stories high, 44x48 feet, the rough rice 
warehouse will be 140x196 and the clean rice 
warehouse will be 70x160. The contract price 
for the erection of this mill is |43,000, and 
it is to be completed by the 15th of August 
next P. C. M. 



Digitized by 



Google 



March 22. 1^02.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPAOTURBR. 



189 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL. COBBSSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since my last letter, farm work has been 
progressing at a rapid ^ate and thousands 
of acres of rice is now planted. The Mc- 
Clure Bros, have something like 200 acres 
of rice up and looking well. 

Your correspondent was in conversation 
with James Winslow, one of Gueydan's suc- 
cessful rice planters, a few days ago, and 
among other things he said: '*I am putting 
my land in -^p-top condition before doing 
any planting, which I consider is one of the 
most important secrets in the success of a 
rice farmer. I nave something like 20 acres 
planted now, and am planting as fast as I 
can." Mr. Winslow was then asked what 
kind of a machine did he use in planting 
rice, and his reply was: ''I am using a 
Monitor arill whicn I bought of L. S. Falk- 
land of this place, and will say that a bird 
will starve to death behina It." How deep 
are you planting your rice was then asked 
him. ''I am 1. Ian ting about three inches deep 
which is sufficiently deep to reach the moist 
dirt." 

We have been reliably informed that two 
large rice warehouses will oe built in Guey- 
dan this summer in order to be able to take 
care or the large crop which is being put 
in and, in all prooability, a large rice mill 
will also be erected and another large rice 
warehouse in connection with the mill. 

The ..^utual Mill Is again closed down for 
a few days, we Know not the cause, but sup- 
pose t-ey are out of wood again. 

Last year's rice crop in this section was 
principally Japan, but this year's crop will 
be very well divided between Japan and 
Honduras. It seems to be a hard problem 
for the farmer to solve which of the two 
rices is tne most proutable to raise. 

H. S. Gueydan informs us tnat he is hav- 
ing four more deep wells put down on their 
farms south of Gueydan, one of which will 
be completed to-day. A^eep wells are being 
put down as rapidly as possible, in fact the 
deep well men cannot put them down as fast 
as they are wanted. 

We understand that there is a firm in 
Gueydan which proposes to sink deep wells 
and fit tnem out with machinery for the 
farmer without any cash payment. All they 
ask of the farmer is to pledge them enough 
rice to cover the first payments; for the 
total payment the farmer has five years. 
This firm will, no doubt, do a good business, 
in fact we believe they will have more wells 
to put down than they can possibly accomo- 
date. X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since the 14th inst., the weather has been 
changeable and not at all favorable for plow- 
ing and planting. A few of the planters 
resumed work on the afternoon of the 18th 
but as a general thing the ground was too 



wet except along the fronts of the places 
where the lands are generally of a more 
sandy nature. 

Mr. Phillips, one of Barbreck's progressive 
planters, called on your correspondent this 
week and stated that his locality had been 
visited on the evening of the 15th by one 
of the hardest rain and hail storms witnessed 
in years. 

Mr. Phillips said that the hail completely 
destroyed all garden truck and tender vege- 
tation and that it fell with 9uch force ^ that 
fowls and birds roosting in the trees were 
pelted to death by the hall stones. Much 
damage was done to fencing and many win- 
dow panes w«re broken and the plowed 
lands were badly washed. Besides this Mr. 
Phillips stated that, oiling to the heavy 
rain, corn planting has bffin vary mu/li de- 
layed. 

Mr. J. L. O'Quinn, a prominent planter 
from the Elm Bayou district of St Landry, 
while here this week informed me that 
planting had been somewhat delayed in his 
locality this spring on account of the damp 
and disagreeable weather. Mr. O'Qulnn 
said that he was no more than one-third 
through with corn planting and that he 
would wait for a spell of favorable weather 
before going any further. 

While at Eola this week I learned from 
the planters with whom I conversed that it 
was their intention to push com planting 
forward just as fast as the weather would 
permit. The cane raisers in the locality of 
Eola have planted a fair acreage to cane. 

I interviewed Messrs. R. R. Irion, R. D. 
Wier and M. Tiffreaud concerning the sound- 
ness of seed cane and they all replied that 
it could not be better. Stubble also seems 
to be perfectly sound and it apparently only 
waits for some wat*m sunshine to start up 
through the ground to a vigorous growth. 

Just as I was leaving Eola Mr. Shumer, of 
Barbreck drove up. In the few minutes con- 
versation I had with him I learned that the 
hall and rain storm of the 15th had destroyed 
the plowed lands so completely that all the 
planted corn would have to be plowed out 
and resown. 

Mr. Shumer planted fifty acres to cane and 
will put in a heavy acreage of corn and cot- 
ton. 

Messrs. Kelley & Phillips, near Eola, are 
putting in a big corn crop. Planting with 
them has been delayed to some extent by the 
late rains, but they know no such word as 
fail. Besides the field work they have in 
hand Mr. Phillips is now completing a plan 
for building a spacious southern dwelling 
house for himself, which, when completed, 
will add very much to the attractiveness of 
his place. 

Mr. rerguson, who cultivates a fine place 
near Eola, fronting Bayou Boeuf, is raising 
cane, corn and cotton. There are others I 
could mention but space forbids who are up 
to date in field work and who are raising 
such crops as cane, corn and cotton. 
The morning of the 18th was quite cool, 



the temperature at six o'clock being 36 
degrees and partly cloudy. The morning of 
the 19th was cloudy with the mercury at 44 
degrees and prospects of rain. Ebin. 



St. James — Right Hank. 

(SPECIAL CORBfiSPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather schedule for the past week 
consisted of two seasons combined into one, 
mixed with a thorough downpour of rain, 
all day last Friday, penetrating so deep as 
to make it simply impossible to continue 
field work. Ditcnes, canals and low places 
were filled to overflowing. Where drain- 
ing machines are in vogue, it was neces- 
sary to keep them in running order two or 
three days. Haa uie season been more ad- 
vanced, the precipitation would have ex- 
ceeded the requirements of the crop, hence 
it is useless to mention in how many Ways 
it was unwelcome at the present stage of 
cultivation. Lands were in splendid con- 
dition, but now everything is packed, and 
where preparations for corn and rice plant- 
ing had been accomplished, the same work 
has to be repeated. Another very unwel- 
come visitor we are entertaining since yes- _ 
terday (Tuesday) is old Boreas, who again 
made his appearance. After enjoying al- 
most a fortnight of the most genial spring 
weather, we feel his cold presence doubly ' 
and hope his stay will not be lengthy, v 
Though extremely disagreeable, this cold 
spell does not arose any serious fears, as it > , 
is not intense enough to kill vegetatioh, 
which had already attained a fair growth, 
but at the same time it will check the fur- 
ther progress of everything growing, thereby 
proving a drawback. In spite of the weather 
symptoms just cited, plant cane and stub- 
bles are surprisingly stubborn in resisting 
repeated attacks to injure them and, up to 
date, are as healthy and sound as any one 
wishes, tield work was resumed yesterday 
with the unusual energy which characterize^ 
the cultivation of this year s crop, as nearly 
everybody feels confident that it will be the 
redeeming year, and as a consequence, no 
time is lost in giving the crop the attention 
required to consummate this end. Anpther 
very important point which is being observ- 
ed everywhere is economy, which will be 
enforced all through the year, not only in 
working c.e crop but also in every other de- 
partment on the plantation. Two or three 
planters in this neighborhood have each ^ 
sustained the loss of several mules, whic^ 
cannot exactly be accounted for except pos- 
sibly through the excessive economy in the 
feed supply. 

The marked rise of the river within the 
last few aays a^cracts some attention, but 
so far no alarm is mixed with it. 

We inadvertedly omitted to mention the 
much regretted departure of Mr. F. Greene 
and family, of the Armant plantation, to ^ 
reside in New Orleans. 

Mrs. Louise Sobral, of Pike's Peak planta- 
tion, has recovered from a severe attack of ' 
the grippe, and is again filling the position 
of manager of Messrs. Gaskins and Roll- 
ing's store. St. James. 
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Berlin. 

( SPECIAL C0BKE8P0MDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Last week was the coldest of this winter, 
the thermometer having fallen as low as 10 
degrees below freezing point; this figure, 
however, goes more to illustrate the mildness 
of the season, which during the last half 
century has been only twice as mild as the 
present winter. Besides towards the end of 
the week the aerial warmth is rising and it 
seems that with the few rough days last week 
the winter has made its last efforts to hold 
its own, but with little success, for present 
prospects are v^ springlike and a change 
in this direction would be decidedly welcome 
for it is now getting time that field work 
should be done, although so far no harm has 
been done by the delay. Reports from the 
country announce that generally- speaking 
the winter crops have, in spite of the ab- 
sence of snow, not materially suffered, from 
which it may be safely concluded that a 
turning over of corn fields will not take 
place on a larger scale. Such it seems is 
also the situation abroad, so that, at present 
at least, an unintended addition of beet sow- 
ings is very improbable. As to the intended 
beet sowings nothing definite can be stated 
yet, particularly as contracting for beets is 
backward on account of the uncertainty with 
regard to the results of the bounty confer- 
ence. But I do not mean to say that the 
sugar world is still kept in suspense as to 
what the final decision of the conference will 
be. No, this decision is taken and fully 
known and it consists of the general aboli- 
tion of the bounties and the fixing of a pro- 
tective duty not higher than 6 francs per 
100 kilograms. Besides a penal clause has 
been decided upon against the sugar of such 
countries who either have not adhered to 
the above agreement or who continue to pay 
bounties, as for instance, very likely Russia 
will do. Thus, according to the decisions of 
the bounty conference, bounties are doomed, 
and from Sept. 1, 1903, the face of the sugar 
market will be changed entirely, provided 
the convention's conclusions be endorsed by 
the different parliaments who will be en- 
trusted with the affair in the very near 
future. But this is very doubtful. In France 
they hope to keep part of the indirect boun- 
ty and In Germany and Austria the reduc- 
tion of the import duty to a minimum rate 
will meet with the strongest opposition. On 
Thursday, March 6, a great meeting of the 
sugar growers of Germany is convoked to as- 
semble in Berlin in order to discuss the pres- 
ent perilous situation and to protest against 
the measures which our government, in com- 
pliance with the wishes, or with the demand, 
of England and France, is going to take. But 
it is not to the German Imperial government 
that the petitions with regard to bounties 
and import duties will be addressed, but to 
the Reichstag. True the Federal council is 
empowered to abolish or reduce the bounties 



if any agreement can be arrived at with for- 
eign powers, but the import duties cannot be 
reduced without the approbation of parlia- 
ment and in the latter, of course, stormy 
times are ahead. 

The first German cane sugar factory in 
South Africa belonging to the Pangani Com- 
pany has recently issued their report on 
their first campaign, which began in Novem- 
ber, 1901, and will end one of these days. 
This has been, of course, a trial campaign 
and everything did not work at first to full 
satisfaction, but for next year the prospects 
are for quite favorable results. Besides on 
account of the low sugar prices the mill 
turned out only a little sugar, but manufac- 
tured more rum, which pays better. Ac- 
cording to a telegram Feb. 8, 2,400 tons of 
cane had been furnished to the factory, out 
of which quantity 100 tons of white sugar 
and 40,000 liters rum (4 liters about 1 gaL) 
have been produced. The profit and loss ac- 
count shows a profit of 2,100 rupees, which 
is not exactly a very remunerative result, 
but nevertheless the company is and may be 
hopeful, that barring accidents, the enter- 
prise can be looked at as a success to a mod- 
erate extent. 

In speaking of trial factories I might also 
mention the factory of Belgrade in Servia, 
which is naturally a beet sugar factory, but 
as it seems, unable to get the beets for a 
regular working. The directorial board of 
the establishment has asked the government 
to permit it to import raw sugar for refining 
purposes, as otherwise the factory would 
have to be shut up. Besides the board peti- 
tions to be freed from the municipal con- 
sumption tax. But the Servian minister of 
finance has declined to comply with these 
wishes,' partly on account of the latter being 
in contradiction with treaties existing with 
foreign powers, partly on the ground that 
the factory iiad pledged Itself to work after 
a certain period only beets grown in Servia. 
But this is exactly the difficulty. To all ap- 
pearances the Servian farmers don't like 
beet growing, and thus the factory is in a 
very precarious situation, out of which for 
the present, there seems to be no practicable 
way. 

A very good showing is made by the bal- 
ance sheet of the Pommeranian Provincial 
Sugar Refinery at Stettin, which, according 
to the proposition of its directors, will pay 
for the last working year a dividend of 20 
per cent. Besides it pays M. 30,000 for bo- 
nuses to officers and working men and an- 
other M. 30,000 are destined for a pension 
fund in favor of the laborers. 

The markets continued fluctuating accord- 
ing to the news arriving from Brussels. At 
one time, when an agreement was announc- 
ed as certain, prices obtained an important 
advance, which, however, towards the close, 
on contradictory accounts, was nearly lost 
again. At Magdeburg 88 per cent rendement, 
prompt delivery, is now quoted at M. 7.60- 
8.05 and delivery February is worth at Ham- 



burg M. 6.77^ f. o. b. Refined continued* 
quiet and unchanged in price. 

ROBEBT HENNIG. 



Havana. 

(SPECIAL C0RBB8P0NDBNCB.) 

Havana, March 15, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to continuous ad- 
vices of downfall of prices in the leading 
consuming centres, this market has ruled 
throughout the week exceedingly quiet, plant- 
ers being generally reluctant to part with 
their stocks at the established decline and 
sale« have remained restricted on this ac- 
count, the same as in previous weeks,*to the 
small parcels that planters and cane grow- 
ers, pressed by the want of money, parsi- 
moniously brought forward, to raise funds 
with which to meet their most peremptory 
needs. 

Sales effected this week add up only 4,000 
bags centrlfu€:als, 95-96% test, at this place 
and mostly for local consumption, at from 
1-64 to 1-56 cent per pound, and 45,000 do. 
at outports, 95% to 96% test, for speculative 
purposes, at from 162% to 1-55 cent per 
pound, and at the close, quotations ruled lU- 
together nominal at from 1% to 1% cent for 
same grades of good shipping classes. The 
demoralization of the United States sugar 
market must be attributed, according to last 
reviews received from New York, to large 
receipts and still more to the uncertainty 
that prevails as to what will be done in 
Washington regarding Cuban sugars. If 
tiiis legislative problem had been solved one 
way or the other, it would have imparted 
more health to the market in general, for 
while producers in British West Indies, San 
Domingo and other cane countries outside 
of Cuba see the probability that Cuban 
sugars will be granted a reduction in duty, 
which may lead to a lower duty paid price, 
these producers naturally wish to sell be- 
fore any concession be made to Cuba. If 
such countries knew for a certainty that 
Cuba was to obtain nothing from the Ameri- 
can government, they would not be in such 
haste to press forward their sugars and 
would not accept the ruinous prices now cur- 
rent; in the same way, buyers would un- 
doubtedly purchase more freely, if they were 
certain nothing was to be done in Washing- 
ton, that, by reducing the duty-paid cost of 
Cuban sugars, would, until the immediate 
pressure of Cuba's accumulated stocks was 
over, reduce the value in the United States 
of all other sugars. The whole market is, 
therefore, suffering from the uncertainty 
created by the dilatory action of Congress, 
and it is earnestly to be hoped that some 
decision will soon be reached. 

Crop Reports — Dry weather has continued 
prevailing in the greater part of the island, 
and the few showers which fell in some of 
the districts of the western region wpre al- 
together too light to be of any benefit to the 
crops in the fields. Plantings continue to 
be effected on a very limited scale and at 
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some places no spring ones will be made. 
The yield of fields in cane keeps rather 
scanty in some localities, but^ on the other 
nand, as the density in the juice continues 
improving, the results obtained in the sugar 
houses are quite satisfactory. 

At Sagua the crop progresses fast, and it 
is said that one plantation in that district 
will probably terminate grinding within a 
few days. 

To the general discouragement produced 
by the delay in granting the tariff conced- 
slons, that of the new decrease In prices 
must now be added, as it impairs the situa- 
tion to a further extent and increases the 
difficulties against which planters are con- 
tending, and if said concessions are not 
granted soon, and the general condition of 
markets abroad dp not improve previous to 
the end of the running month, it is likely 
that grinding will be forcibly stopped on a 
large number of plantations whose proprie- 
tors are unaible to stand the heavy losses 
they are suffering on account of the ruinous 
prices ruling for the siaple. The proprie- 
tors of factory "San Lino," at Cienfuegos, 
determined a few days ago to suspend grind- 
ing on account of aforementioned reason; 
but owing to an agreement with their field 
hands and other workmen, who acquiesced 
to a rebate in their salaries during the 
time the present depression continues to pre- 
vail in the n^arket, crop laibor was not dis- 
cotttinued at said factory; but it is noixf re- 
ported that grinding on plantation "San 
Francisco," in the same district, will soon 
be definitely suspended, as Its owners are 
tired of throwing good money after bad. 

An Erroneo us Statement — It has been said 
at Washington that the greater part of tliis 
year's crop Ikas already been purchased by 
the Trust, whiich is uncertain ; owing to the 
reluctance of planters to sell at prices that 
do not cover manufacturing cost, sales of 
sugar have been quite unimportant this year, 
and the numt>er of bags sold up to date "hard- 
ly amounts to 25% of the average sales of 
previous years, except those during which 
the production was next to nothing, owing 
to the war that raged over the whole island. 
If the agents of the Trust have bought any 
sugar, it must necessarily have been in a 
very limited quantity, on account of the 
scantiness of offerings, since planters re- 
strain from selling as much as they possibly 
can, not only Jbecause of low prices, as said 
further up, but also in the expectation of 
obtaining part of the benefit to be derived 
from the reduction in duties. 

T. D. 



The sugar crop having been completed and 
disposed of some time ago, transactions dur- 
ing the fortnight comprise only a few lots 
of dark crystals at |1.81 per 100 pounda The 
shipments of sugar for this year up to date 
amount to 285,036 bags, as compared with 
167,899 bags for the same period of last 
year. The few estates now grinding are 
principally yellow crystals for the Bnglish 
market, and very little fresh produce for 
the American market will be obtainable un- 
til May-June. Wieting & Righteb. 



Demerara. 

Geoegjetown, Feb. 27, 1902. 
(spicial cobbbspondbmca.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Young cultivation is steadily Improving, 
and the prospects for May and June canes 
are favorable. The weather on the whole 
is seasonable, but after a fortnight's dry 
weather a few good showers would be bene- 
ficial to growing canes. 



Hawaii. 

(special corbbspomdencb.) 

Honolulu, March 4, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

If anything was needed to show that the 
plantation men here ^ere not becoming beg- 
gared by lack of rain or scarcity of labor, 
the annual meetings just held have amply 
sufficed for ihe purpose. Though it is true 
there has been on some of the plantations 
trouble with labor, and slightly shorter crops 
because 01 the droughts it has not materially 
affected these properties. The majority of 
the larger plantation companies have now 
had their annual meeting, and in conse- 
quence there is a better feeling all along the 
line in relation to sugar securities. The 
stock market has been considerably strength- 
ened by the reports at the meetings, and if 
there is any danger to the sugar industry in 
Hawaii, it is no longer discernible. 

The weather for the past few days has 
again taken a slight turn for the worse, and 
it has been quite cold, with very high winds, 
that did some injury to the young growing 
cane. 

There has been a slight increase all along 
the line in the quotations on sugar stock. 
The only drawback to the situation at pres- 
ent is the condition of Kona sugar planta- 
tion, for which a receiver was appointed a 
few weeks ago. The receiver, Fred Wunden- 
berg, has returned from an inspection of 
the property, and his report to the court, is 
not very satisfactory. He says, however, 
that the growing cane will of itself pay a 
profit on the money needed to finance the 
plantation, which is about $200,000. There 
will be some difficulty in securing that 
amount, however, because of the action of 
Judge Humphieys in turning down Sam. M. 
Damon who wished to be appointed receiver, 
and who was ready to furnish all the money 
required for putting the plantation on a pay- 
ing basis. The receiver, in his report to the 
court, severely scores the past management 
of the plantation. He says the method of 
making contracts with planters and advanc- 
ing supplies in anticipation of the coming 
crop, was radically wrong and characterizes 
the purchase of the mill, as in very poor 
judgment He says the present mill is 
nothing more than a patchwork of pieces 
picked up here and there, and which will 
cost more than a new mill would have cost. 
He estimates that if funds can be obtained, 
a crop of 7,000 tons of sugar could be taken 



off the plantation wtthin the next eighteen 
months. The receiver states also In his re- 
port that there has been criminal waste and 
poor judgment in planting cane at too great 
an altitude for -its proper growth, and that 
the plantation is nov^ at the mercy of Its la- 
bor. No action has been taken as yet in 
court. Brewer & CJo., who sent a man to 
investigate the plantation at Kona, have 
refused to furnish the money to carry it on. 
Receiver Wundenberg has applied to the 
court for an order to sell the property at 
public auction. 

The Waialua Agricultural Company, at its 
meeting, decided to remove any objection to 
its bonds (in fioating them on the coast) by 
drawing up a new trust deed, which will do 
away with any objections. It is possible un- 
der an amendment of the by laws to now 
mortgage all the property* of the plantation. 
Manager Goodale reported that the crop cut 
from 2,000 acres yielded 12,000 tons, an aver- 
age of six tons of sugar to the acre. He had 
made a previous estimate of a crop of 16,000 
tons, and explained the discrepancy in the 
figures, by the dry weather. The estimate 
made for the next crop is 16,000 tons, but it 
is really expected to be much larger. The 
manager stated also that the quality of the 
sucrose in the cane juice was improving 
with the grinding of the present crop. Plans 
are being made for reservoirs on this plan- 
tation, which win much decrease the cost 
of production. Manager Goodale in his re- , 
port says: 

During the three years and three months 
of development of this plantation we have 
had the change from an abundance of cheap 
labor to a scarcity of men at high wages; 
have suffered great losses from delays in de- ' 
livery of pumping machinery, preventing 
early planting of the lands prepared. Have 
lost by failure to arrive of machinery for 
the mill, which delayed grinding and re- 
sulted in deterioration of the cane for the 
crop of 1900, and short growth of ratoons 
for the crop of 1902. 

The treasurer's report shows the total 
sugar crop of 1901 to be $1,023,389.86. The 
total receipts during the year 1901 amounted 
to $1,700,503.54. 

At the meeting of the Kihei plantation it 
was decided to issue bonds to the amount 
of $500,000 for the making of necessary im- 
provements. The manager's report showed 
the first crop to be disappointingly small, 
but there is much promise in the second 
crop, now being harvested, which it Is esti- 
mated will reach 7,000 tons. The largest 
item of expense is fuel, but this will be les- 
sened over one-third, by the use of crude 
oil, the apparatus for which is now being 
installed. The Kamalo Sugar Company, 
which is having its troubles in court also 
over promoter's fees, at a meeting expressed 
great hope for the future. There is talk of 
reducing the capitalization one-half, and as 
soon as the Supreme Court passes upon the 
merits of the case now pending, the money 
needed for the development of the property 
will be forthcoming. 

Reports at the meeting of the Honokaa 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 



192 THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. [Vol. XXVI II. No. 12. 

stockholders showed that owing to the work on the plantation. The meeting of the construction of a ditch out of Makawaeli 

drought the crop this year could be only Apokaa Sugar Company, which is virtually stream. Half of that amount will be placed 

about 3,800 tons. The next two crops, how- in control of Bwa. was held at the same Ume. J^nfeTfo^Th'l'y'ear wire": L^r?^^' 0?' 

ever, will, it is said, be the best in the his- The profits for th6 year were shown to be sundries, 1307,952.32; total, 1617,822.35. The 

tory of the plantation. 17.000, though there is a debt of f 15,000 still gross earnings were $902,533.56; net earn- 

Ewa plantation showed itself to be the outstanding against the plantation. *°gs, 1284.661.21; carried to surplus account, 

banner property of the year, and an an- The showing of Kahuka plantaUon was tas'isjg^igTs^on^^^^^^ 

nouncement that dividends would be con- ^ very gratifying to the stockholders. There ' ' 

tinued was received with applause. The was the same report about the shortage in g^^ Croix Danish West ladies. 
output for the year will average close up to labor, but notwithstanding the biggest crop ^j^^* fortnight has been dry thraugbout. 
eleven tons of sugar tQ the acre, and the in the history ot the plantation was milled, ^^^^ ^ southerly or southeasterly wind blow- 
monthly output of the mill was 3,127 tons consisting of 7,083 tons. The quality of the ' ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ j^ 

of sugar. The crop for the year was 32,810 juice is reported as better than that of the . , „ , ^„ ,, ^. , , ^ , ^„ . , . ^ 

^^ * «/^-.^ rr.1- ^ x»- . «„ - ««« . .. x ^ . two days, when the wind has been Dlovini 

tons from 3,041 acres. The resources of the year previous. The 1902 crop is estimated at ,^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 

company were gven at over|6.....000. Man- 6,020 tons. The 1903 crop Is being culUvated calm weather, and this, along with the south- 

ager Renton states that the coming crop this by contract cultivators, and the plantation ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^,^^^ ^^^ 

year will also exceed 30,000 tons. He gives Jb insured against any possible loss. The ^^^^^^ ^ journeys. The last mail 

some very Interesting figures in his report yield it Is estimated for this year will be ,„^ ^ ^^^^^^ S^ ^^^^^^ ^^ j,„^ 

to the stockholders of the cost of sugar pro- above the estimate of seven tons of sugar to however, and the incoming mall, owing to 

ductlon. saying: the acre. All cane Is reported free also from ^^ ^j^,,^ ^^ ^,„j ^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ „^ i, 

The actual expenditure to produce the the borer. The work of the profit sharing . ., „.-tp-rt„v mornlne 

crop of 1901 was $34.94 per ton. Not only ^„„„„n.p« ,« worthv of er<.ftt nraiae and the ^ ® yesterday morning, 

did a higher rate for labor cause the greater co«»Pan«e8 Is worthy of great praJse. and the ^^^ weather has been warm and bright, 

cost, but also a correspondingly high rate entire plantation will be divided under the ^^g^ ^^^^ ^^^ wanted to ripen up the canes, 

for general material, taxes, etc. An Itemized same plan. j^n^ grinding is now in progress everywhere. 

ff w?!^h*v"o„Tp rlf?rrprJirMftMfr''TV''; "^^^ ^'°^'' ^"'*'"^' "' ^^ P'*"**""" '"^ Prospects would be bright indeed it It were 

to wfiicn you are referred for details. The xx-_ -.^^^ wor» «4A«49fi07- npt parnin^R , , . ^- ,« ^ ,«* 

following is merely a very condensed re- . L!!! ! i : I'. i •7no °^^ ^^"^ ^^^ wretched prices; 11-43 for 100 

capitulation: 1153,390; net profits carried to surplus, $103.. j^g ^f g^gar or 8.58 cents for 100 lbs. of 

Cost of crop, 1901, per ton of sugar — 143.84; operating expenses, $335,036.07; re- ^^j^^ jg j^^^^ ^^ factory price against 12 cents 

rnKH^*^^ P^^*^^«^ » ^-fS «<>^rces. n.025,685.11. t^ ^t^,^ ^m, last year. As mentioned else- 

Beliver^^^^^ mm' '////////^ '////. ',','.: 6^29 ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^'' '''^''^' ^''''^ ""^ ^""^^^ ""^^ where, it is impossible to produce sugar at 
Mill repairs, manufacture and contain- 329.6 acres plant cane, old land, 6.1247; 91.9 ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ without loss, and the magnifi- 
ers 4.38 acres plant cane, new land, 7.40; 590 acres ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ j^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ In 

Medical, hospital and sanitary expense 18 long ratoons. 4.134; 417.3 acres short ra- ^^^ ^j^^ reaping of It will feed out large 

Taxes' '.*.'.*;.*;;.'; .* .* ; ; *. ; ; ; .' ; .* : ; .* ; .* ;.*.*; ; 2.04 ^^''^^' ^•^^^^- '^^'* twelve-mch flowing wens ^ural population for some months to come. 

Immigration expense and H.S.r' A. ' ^^^® ^^^^ obtained, and the water supply is ^r^ g^^^^ ^^^ ^^ j^^ve fairly entered the 

dues 60 assured. ^^.y season, but only in the East End are 

^^^®^' • ^'^'^ In the report to the stockholders of the ^here as yet any traces of its effects, except 

$34.94 ^^waiian Sugar Company, Manager W. A. indeed, we can include the roads, which are 

Add depreciation charge 1.68 Baldwin says: nearly everywhere in a very dusty condi- 

"Labor has been short and generally un- ^qj^ 

Grand total $36.62 satisfactory, and the year has been attended ^„ Wednesdav we had to record that the 

In connection with the labor question I in- throughout with a great deal of trouble in ^ <Jn ^^e(lne8day we had to """^^^J^; 

vite your attention to the following compari- getting the work done. Wages at the same "^st Factory price for the year had been fixea 

son of the cost of sugar production between time have been high. at $1.43 for 100 lbs. of sugar, or say about 

the years 1899 and 1901: '*0n account of the shortage of labor we eight and a half cents for a hundred pounds 

COST TO PRODUCE ONE TON OF SUGAR AND NET Were uot able to Cultivate as much land as ^j ^^^^^ ^ ^ imoossible to ctx)w canes at 

PROCE..S AT Mxxx. usual.^ a^^^^^^^^ the crop of 1902 ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^ 

Material and general expense. $13.67 * $16.49 "The 1902 crop will probably turn out as owning the land, at the same time do much 

Labor 12.59 18.45 follows: Hawaiian Sugar Company plant of the work In raising their crop, cannot 

Total cost 26 26 34 94 ^^°®' ^»^^^ acres, 7,572 tons; ratoons, 888 live on such a price, and, of course, all the 

Net proceeds 72 08 61 63 acres, 4,009 tons; total, 11,581 tons. Gay & es-tate owners will be out of pocket. 

It will be noticed that the expense for Robinson plant cane, 127 acres, 762 tons; Fortunately it will be absolutely necessary 

labor has jumped 50 per cent; that material ratobns, 370 acres, 1.850 tons; grand total, to have the crop reaped, and while that is 

and general expenses have advanced 20 per ^^*}^l ^^^^' , ,^,, , , , „ ^^^^S ^^^^' ^^^^^ ^1" ^^ ^^^1 employment 

cent, and that the net proceeds of sugar have ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ consists as follows: for the laborers; but the prospects after the 

fallen 14^ per cent. Hawaiian Sugar Company plant cane, 791 crop are finished are very serious, if not 

At present ic is gratifying to note that the acres; ratoons, 1,376 acres; Gay & Robinson actually alarming. It is no wonder that 

labor situaUon is easier than it was during P'^^^ ^*^®' ^^ ^^®«' ratoons, 301 acres. people welcome the prospect of getting a 

last year and that the price of labor has "^he planting for the 1903 crop was rather -better price. If the better price does not 

dropped about 18 per cent. Sugar in Its ^^^^' ^"^ ^^^ ^*"^® ^^ doing fairly well. The come this year, there is, at all events, the 

turn is again rising. ' entire crop is being cultivated by profit shar- hope for the future, and that will be some- 

* , ., 1,1 1 * * u ing contractors, which insures us against thing to help in tiding over the hard times. 

Work on the new mill is saia to be pro- having any neglected fields. Of course, the future. If the transfer to 

gressing rapidly and successfully and It was "A direct line of shipping has been estab- the United States Is completed, will be dark 

also decided to substitute crude oil for coal lished between the plantation and San Pran- for many. There are not a few of us who 

for use in pumping purposes. The use of cisco, whereby we w/U save considerable In will in all likelihood suffer by the change. 

, , X. \ tA A freights on sugar anu merchandise. Heavy It Is Impossible that such a transition can 

a new cane loader may be decided upon moorings have been placed and the wharf be pass^ through without uncertainties, 

later, the stockholders having had this mat- lengthened and strengthened, and by means difficulties and losses. Those of us who may 

ter brought to their attention. The report of a launch and boats, ships are easily dis- find ourselves on the -under side of the tum- 

of the treasurer showed a surplus of $400,- charged and loaded. The harbor and an- ing wheel of fortune must do the best we 

AAA ««^ «♦ «,«« Ar.^iA..A ♦« «^«^«^ 4.i,«« «« 4^ choTage we consider very adaptable and safe can, in a manly way, and be glad if 'the good 

000 and it was decided to expend this in im- ^^^ shipping. of the greatest number," whieh is doubtless 

provements. An appropriation of $2,^00 -^a bona issue of $700,000 has been author- what we ought to wish for, is attained.— 

was made for kindergarten and religious iezd to be used in securing funds for the Avis, February 22. 
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BBBT SUGAR. 



Oxnard, Cal. 

A week has put an entirely different as- 
pect on the sugar beet situation and whether 
it shines the remainder of lue year or not 
we will have a good crop. One expert au- 
thority states that Oxnard may look, with a 
fair degree of certainty, for a campaign ex- 
tending from July till December. The fac- 
tory had applications to plant 20,000 aores to 
beets; easily 17,000 acres can be planted, 
with the expectation of a higher tonnage, 
for the agriculturist states tliat the land 
could not possibly have been in better condi- 
tion to receive water. Beets will now go in 
the ground at the rate of 2,000 acres per 
week. Two thousand acres are a^lready in. 

Last year 11,399 acres were harvested and 
the campaign lasted 125 days: with a larger 
acreage may we not look for a longer cam- 
paign? And what business opportunities 
that means only those who have been 
through an Oxnard campaign can realize. 
We may give a business man an Idea when 
we say that last summer we got reliable fig- 
ures which showed that the factory paid out 
daily $1,500 for salaries to 700 men and $900 
to the farmers. One nice thing about rais- 
ing beets is that it is a spot cash guaranteed 
price proposition. And one good thing about 
Oxnard is that beets are seconded by a bean 
and grain crop that is world renowned. 

After talking with a number of farmers 
who have more or less extensive crop inter- 
est and are^experienced in the county,we are 
convinced that the recent storm has been of 
greater value tnan any other '^thin the past 
three years, speaking from a standpoint of 
the condition more of grain and beet land 
before the rain came. — Courier, March 1. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

The Marine City Sugar Company at its 
annual meeting, in February elected John 
Mitchell of Cleveland, president; J. C. Uus- 
tin of Cleveland, general manager and W. F. 
Sauber secretary and treasurer. 

The Bay County Sugar Beet Growers' As- 
sociation has given up the fight against the 
factories and is willing to accept their prices 
for beets in the new contracts. 

It is reported that a representative of a 
Kentucky -whiskey distillery was recently in 
Bay City, Mich., with a view of inv6st!.^ntin3 
into the use of beet refuse for the purpose of 
making whiskey. 

The Sioux Beet Syrup Company of Ne- 
braska may establish a syrup plant at Pon- 
tiac, Mich. 

A meeting of business men was recently 
held at Tremont, Ohio, to discuss the sugar 
beet situation, and see what steps could be 
taken to persuade the farmers to raise more 
beets. ~ 

The Emipire State sugar factory at Lyons, 
N. Y., will Increase its <5apacity to 600 tons 
anti will build additional beet sheds this 
year. Very advantageous contracts are be- 
ing offered to the farmers for beets. 



The Grand Island, Neb., factory had con- 
'tracted for i,532 acres of beets up to the 
middle of February, and if the necessaiy 
5,000 is secured the factory will operate this 
next season; if not, the beets contracted for 
will be shipped to Norfolk, Neb. 

The Western Development Company of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, is planning the erec- 
tion of a beet sugar factory for the 1903 
season. 

The Idaho Beet Sugar Company recently 
incorporated, has 6,000 acres of land at 
Mountain Home, Idaho. 

It Is probable that the farmers of Sevier 
and Sanpete <?ounties, Utah, will unite in 
■ icet production and that a beet sugar fac-, 
tory will bp built at Gunnison, Utah. 

Several thousand shares of the Utah Sugar 
Company tecently changed hands, the price 
ranging from $16.00 to $16.15. 

The LfOgan, Utah, sugar factory was re- 
cently sued for $14,244.44 by the Gillette- 
Herzog Mfg. Co., which sum is alleged to be 
due for the erection of certain buildings for 
the factory. 

The "^ugar making part o: the beet sugar 
and glucose factory at Pekin, 111., is being 
shipped to Canada, for a plant now building 
there. 

Provided no adverse change is made in the 
sugar tariff, it is reported that three beet su- 
gar factories will be built in southern Wis- 
consin. 

The acids and chemicals used by the sugar 
factory at Menomonee Falls, Wis., are re- 
ported to have killed large numbers of fish 
in the creek, where they now lie embedded 
in the ice. 

The Menomonee Falls factory finds no dif- 
ficulty in disposing of all of its beet pulp 
among the dairymen in the surrounding 
country. The pulp is sold for $1.00 a ton to 
farmers who raise no beets for the factory, 
and a half ton of pulp is given for each ton 
of beets to £hose farmers who supply the 
plant with sugar beets. 

A colony of Poles will be established at 
Soutb Sioux City, to raise beets for the 
Sioux Beet Syrup and Preserving Company. 
Mr. John S. Emery of Iowa has submitted 
a proposition to several members of the state 
legislature to the effect that the state issue 
bonds for $250,000, whose payment shall be 
guaranteed by a sugar company. This com- 
pany shall be authorized to issue an addi- 
tional! $250,000 in bonds. The factory would 
be erd^cted at the agricultural college at Ames 
and be managed by the company obtaining 
the Icaa from the state. Young men would 
then be encouraged to take a course of three, 
four or five years at the factory, being paid 
a salary equal to one-third that paid- for 
skilled labor in the sugar factories of the 
world, and in the end being made expert 
sugar men. 

It is reported that the Canadian govern- 
ment will be asked to grant a bounty on beet 
sugar made in Canada. 



Detroit and Canadian capitalists promise 
to give $400,000 towards a beet sugar factory 
to be built at Sandwich, Canada. 

An article in favor of fertilizing beet land 
was published in a recent issue of the Orange 
Judd Farmer by Mr. J. T. Jones of Anaheim, 
Cal., in wnich he quotes the experience of 
two of his neighbors who were engaged in 
beet culture. These neighbors raised beets 
on the same land for four consecutive years, 
not using any fertilisers. The yield per acre 
the first year was 15 tons, but by the fourth 9 
year had been reduced to but six tons. Mr. 
Jones says that by a dressing of ordinary 
stable manure during the fifth and sixth 
years the crop yield was once more brought 
back to 15 tons. 

The rains the latter part of February in 
California are reported to have been very 
beneficial to the beet crop. It is said that 
the crop in Orange county promises to be 
larger than ever this year. The rain at 
Oxnard, Cal., in February was extremely 
good and present indications of the crop are 
for a three months' campaign in the fall. 

Work on the new beet sugar factory at 
Greeley, Colo., is forging rapidly ahead. 
There have already been completed a large 
well for general tactory use, 5 feet in depth, 
the silo, which is 175 by 350 feet and 10 
feet deep and the brick lime kiln. The steel 
framework of a number of the smaller build- 
ings is in place and the stone and brick work 
is about finished on the concrete founda- 
tions. There will be a brick chimney, 16 feet 
square and 161 feet high. 

Three car-loads of beet seed have been re- 
ceived at Greeley from Germany, and are 
being distributed among the farmers. 

It is reported that Longmont, Colo., will 
certainly have a beet sugar factory for the 
coming season and that 4,000 acres of beets 
have been promised. 

The Denoyor brothers of Bay City, Mich., 
were recently at Fort Collins, Colo., where 
they were met by a committee of business 
men and were shown the beet acreage in the 
surrounding country and the proposed fac- 
tory site. They are reported as being very 
favorably impressed. 

The Denver Sugar, Land and Irrigation 
Company, which will carry on business in 
Arapahoe, Douglas and El Paso counties, 
filed articles of incorporation in Denver Feb. 
24. The company has a capital of $500,000 
and includes in its board of directors Messrs. 
W. C. Johnson, J. W. Baker, C. S. Burford, 
W. R. Kincaid, and F. W. Thomas. The ob- 
ject of the company is to purchase, lease and 
Irrigate lands for the raising of sugar beets 
and to establish refineries for the manufac- 
ture of sugar. 

Some complaints were made during the 
past season of the weights, tares and per- 
centages given out by the Rocky Ford, Colo., 
factory, and it is reported that a number 
of farmers in that vicinity will raise more 
sugar beets for stock feeding and less to 
sell to the factory. 
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Annual fleeting of the Louisiana 
5ui:ar Planters' Association, New 
Orleans, March 13, 1903. 



The A:snual EJlection of Offickbs Discus- 
sion OF Economic Feeding of Live 
Stock. 

The aEsociation met at 8 o'clock, with 
President Rost in the chair, and Secretary 
Dykers at his desk. 

The secretary announced that there were 
two applicants tor membership In the asso- 
ciation, Messrs. L. F. Suthon, of Houma, 
and E. D. Andermann, of Lagan. The two 
gentlemen named were unanimously elected 
members of the association. 

The Chair then announced as in order the 
reading of the reports of the oflQcers of the 
association. First, report of the president 

President Rost: The Chair has not 
prepared a written report, preferring 
to give a verbal statement of the 
condition of the association. Our member- 
ship is about the same as it was at the last 
annual meeting, the list of active members 
comprising about 120 names. The attend- 
ance ^t our meetings, since the sugar grind- 
ing season has been over, has been better 
than at previous meetings; and altogether, 
the Chair feels very much pleased to say 
that the attendance shows a great improve- 
ment over preceding years. The improve- 
ment in that direction has been marked. 
The organization of the Sugar Planters' As- 
sociation is now as strong and solid as it 
has ever been. As you know, this associa- 
tion simply confines its -work and its atten- 
tion to local matters, to matters of interest 
to the business of sugar planting. The as- 
sociation has had nothing to do with the 
work in Washington connected with the in* 
terests of the sugar industry. Those mat- 
ters have been left entirely in the hands of 
another lissociation, who have undertaken 
to represent the sugar interests in Washing- 
ton; so th&t, although this association is not 
directly represented in Washington, the su- 
gar industry of Louisiana is, and its interests 
are in the hands of the Cane Growers' As- 
sociation. 

The Chair is pleased to state that the dis- 
cussions which have been held before this 
association have proved of great interest, 
not only to those who may be present in 
person, but to a great many more who read 
the proceedings as published in the Louisi- 
ana Planter. The proceedings as published 
in the Planter have been very satisfactory; 
and the Chair itself has found the proceed- 
ings as published even more Interesting to 
read than the proceedings as spoKen. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

The report of the acting treasurer will 
now be read by the secretary. 

Thereupon, the report of Mr. Joseph Bern- 
ard, acting treasurer, was read by Secre- 
tary Dykers, the data of which were given 
in our last issue. 

The Chair: The Chair will state that Mr. 
Bernard was the confidential clerk and 
bookkeeper of Mr. Wm. B. Schmidt, and 
upon the death of that gentleman, Mr. Bern- 
ard, upon the request of the president and 
secretary of this association, kindly consent- 
ed to act as treasurer until the association 
had elected a successor to Mr. Schmidt. Mr. 
Bernard has rendered these services just 
as Mr. Schmidt did, gratuitously, and has 
given U3 a faithful account of his adminis- 
tration up to the date of the report which 
you have just heard read. You will see by 
that report that there is on hand, after all 
the payments of the year, a cash balance of 
two hundred and odd dollars. In addition. 



there are th6 securities in which the funds 
of the association were invested by Mr. 
Schmidt, which are In my keeping at 
present, and which consist of city and state 
four per cent bonds. I think there are four 
state bonds of $1,000 each and four city 
bonds of 1500 each, making a total of $6,000; 
this amount of money now belonging to the 
treasury of the association. I would ask 
you gentlemen, to take some action on the 
report. I think we should make some ac- 
knowledgment of the services so kindly ten- 
dered by Mr. Bernard since the death of 
Mr. Schmidt. 

On motion of General Behan, the report 
was received, a vote Of thanks tendered Mr. 
Bernard, and the secretary requested to 
send him a copy of the resolution. 

The Chair: There being no other reports 
of officers, the' Chair will state that this 
being the annual meeting, all of the present 
officers go, out of office to-day, and their suc- 
cessors are to be elected. You have this 
evening to elect a president, a first vice pres- 
ident, a second vice president, a third vice 
president, a secretary, a treasurer, and five 
members of the executive committee. After 
the election is over, the topic of the evening 
will be called up. What Is your pleasure 
with regard to the election? 

Mr. Richard McCall: I move that the 
gentleman who so ably told us a while ago 
of the great success of this association shall 
continue in office; in other words, that Judge 
Emile Rost, who has been so ably our pres- 
ident for several years, shall be elected to 
the office once more. I suppose It is in or- 
der that I should put the motion. Those 
gentlemen who are in favor of Judge Rost 
being president for another year, will say 
••Yes." 

Whereuppn, Judge Emile Rost was unani- 
mously re-elected president of the associa- 
tion. 

The Chair: I thank Mr. McCall first, and 
thank you all, for this renewed expression of 
confidence; though I really thought it was 
about time for the association to try new 
blood. We have so far been able to get 
along, and our way has been, I may say, an 
easy one. I don't know what the future re- 
serves for us; I Qon't know what may hap- 
pen within the next twelve months; but, at 
any rate, whether the reciprocity that is 
spoken of all around the country, comes to 
pass or not, I hope there will be inside of 
our ranks a fUil and common reciprocity be- 
tween all the members and all the officers. 
(Applause.) The next office to be filled is 
that of first vice president. 

Mr. Richard McCall: In the good work 
that has been done by this association. Judge 
Rost has been aided by a very able corps of 
gentlemen; and if it meets with the views of 
this body, I would move that the gentlemen 
whose names I will read here shall be re- 
elected to their respective offices for the en- 
suing term: 

First vice president, Mr. Henry McCall; 
second vice president, Mr. L. M. Soniat; 
third vice president, Mr. G. Z. Zenor; secre- 
tary, Mr. R. Dykers; executive committee, 
Messrs. John Dymond, Professor W. C. 
Stubbs, Capt. J. N. Pharr and Mr. W. J. 
Thompson. 

There is another who must be elected to 
the position of treasurer, and who is also 
on the executive committee. This is in 
place of Mr. W. B. Schmidt. 

The Chair: The Chair understands that 
there is a fifth member of the executive com- 
mittee to be elected. Do you suggest tiie 
name of any one? 

Mr. Richard McCall: I would nominate a 
gentleman who has not held an office before, 
Mr. C. M. Whitney, of the Whitney Iron 



Works, and also connected with the bank. 
That makes him treasurer and a member of 
the executive committee. 

The Chair then read the list of officers as 
nominated for, the ensuing term and they 
were unanimously elected. Calls were then 
made for speeches from the newly elected 
officers, with the following responses: 

Hon. Henry McCall: Gentlemen, I thank 
you very much for this renewal of your con- 
fidence. I feel just as your president does; 
that we have had rather more success for 
the past year than for the one or two years 
previous; and I trust and hope, notwith- 
standing the fact that our industry is going 
through a very sore trial, and may have to 
go through sore trials for the next year or 
•so, that the saying will prove good with us 
that ••It is always darkest just before day," 
and that we shall emerge triumphantly from 
this trouble and crisis. In the meantime, it 
behooves us to stand by each other, for the 
old saying is ''In union there is strength." 
It is very necessary that the Louisiana Su- 
gar Planters' Association should be a strong 
association, and we should stand by each 
other, should confer with each other, should 
tell each other our trials and tribulations, 
and try to bring about all the reforms and 
economies possible under the circumstances. 
It is necessary for us to make cheaper su- 
gar, and unless we come here regularly, tell 
each other what we are doing, and try to im- 
prove by tlie experience of each other, we 
shall fail. I think we have all learned a 
good deal from the discussions that have 
gone on in this association for many years 
back, and I feel that it is still more neces- 
sary for us now than it was in the days of 
prosperity. I trust that our association will 
long live and prosper, and will prove our 
guiding star as long as our industry lasts. 
I thank you. (Applause.) 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: Gcfntlemen, after all 
the wishes expressed by our president and 
first vice-president, I can only repeat the 
same. I would call to the memory of gentle- 
men who were here many years ago, follow- 
ing what Mr. McCall has said about our help- 
ing and enlightening each other, a plan that 
used to work very well. There were a lot 
of questions printed and sent around to the 
different members, asking about different 
experiments, and answers were given, which 
were read. I believe you .remember that, 
Mr. Dymond? 

Mr. Dymond: Yes, sir; very well. 

Mr. Soniat: Sometimes we got very inter- 
esting information, either about cultivation 
or machinery. It was a sort of supplement 
to the discussions we had montniy; and I 
think if we started that^again, it would be 
quite an addition to our monthly discussions. 
I thank you, gentlemen, for the honor con- 
ferred upon me; and If I do say it myself, 
when our Association was at pretty low ebb 
I think I can claim the credit of having 
urged and almost forced our present presi- 
dent to accept the office; and I think he has 
made a very good president. (Applause.) 

Col. G. G. Zenor: Gentlemen, allow me to 
say that I appreciate very highly the honor 
you have conferred upon me; and, in addi- 
tion to what nas been said, I only beg to 
quote a few lines which I came across the 
other day, ana which I think very applicable 
to the sugar planting fraternity of Louisi- 
ana: 

••The planter has his sorrow. 
Which increases every day; 

He finds it hard to borrow. 
And harder still to pay." (Applause.) 

Mr. Dykers, the secretary, being called 
upon, said: 

Mr. Dykers: Gentlemen, the secretary is 
entirely without experience in speech-mak- 
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ing, and he can only express his high appre- 
ciation of the compliment of re-election. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Chair; Before proceeding to the topic 
for discussion this evening, the Chair thinks 
that we should give a few minutes more to 
letting the Executive Committee say a few 
words to the Association. The Ehcecutive 
Ck)mmittee is our steering committee, and 
we would like to hear from some of those 
gentlemen, if not all of them, as to who is 
going to be the main pilot, who is going to 
do the steering, and what kind of steering 
they will give us. Mr. Dymond. 

Hon. John Dymond: The Chair is ex- 
ofUcio a n^ember of that committee, and ne 
can speak for it 

Mr. Richard McCall: I don*t think we 
ought to let Mr. Dymond off from a speech 
that way. Calls for Mr. Dymond. 

Hon. John Dymond: Gentlemen, you all 
know that I am one of the most modest men 
here, ana certainly unused to public speak- 
ing. I am just a plain larmer from . the 
country, where I follow tiie plow and try to 
learn to make three-cent sugar. (Laughter.) 
The Chair: But his name was never Reu- 
ben. 

Mr. Dymond: But I assure you that the 
views brought out here to-night by Mr. Mc- 
Call find a hearty second In me. I believe it 
is imperative that we should learn the busi- 
ness we have been engaged in all our lives; 
learn it, perhaps, all over again. Anyway, 
we must learn to make cheaper sugar. This 
Association, that has been in existence for a 
quarter of a century, has made Louisiana the 
centre of the sugar world, so far as its liter- 
ature and information have been concerned. 
While we have not been the largest pro- 
ducer, we have been producing about half 
as much as the largest producer that we now 
liaTe, the Island of Java, and about half of 
what Cuba is producing; but we have had 
some difficulties to surmount that have led 
to a degree of investigation here that is un- 
parallelled in any other tropical' climate. Of 
coarse, we owe a very large amount of our 
success to that brilliant scientist, Dr. Stubbs, 
whom we called to our aid some fifteen years 
ago; but we must claim this: that we have 
all co-operated "with him heartily. We have 
appreciated his ability in leading us on in 
our investigatons; we have followed his 
teachings; we have enlarged upon them 
wherever practicable; and the result is that 
the sugar planters of Louisiana have all be- 
come students of their industry. We have 
organized here a great school, and all the 
rest of the tropical sugar world is now look- 
ing to us for information. Perhaps one of 
the misfortunes that environ us is that fact: 
that while we have learned a great deal here 
concerning sugar, we have taught the rest 
of the world what we know. 

Some fifteen years ago, during the Cotton 
Centennial, I was examining the Japanese 
exhibit, and I said to a little **Japaneser" in 
charge that it was surprising to see the won- 
derful progress they had ;nade in surgery. 
"Well," he said; "first of all, we started with 
all that you knew." That was the secret: 
they gained a hundred, or two hundred, or 
five hundred years at one Jump. Just so 
it is with us in Louisiana. In the sugar in- 
dustry, we have been making great strides in 
every direction; and all the rest of the world 
is availing itself of the knowledge we are 
accumulating here. I think we may flatter 
ourselves that we have done our work well, 
thus far, but there is an enormous amount 
to be done yet; for instance, as will appear 
In the discussion^ this evening, in the way of 
the economic feeding of our live-stock. There 
is an enormous amount of worK to be done in 
the way of' fertil'lEation; not but that we 



have had bulletin upon bulletin, telling us 
what we ought to do, but the intelligence of 
the planter uas not been reached. Some of 
us do not fertilize; and many of us do not do 
the things we ought to do, in the way we are 
told. Why? Simply because our intelli- 
gence has not yet been reached. In other 
words, we are not quite convinced; and yet, 
by going ahead with these things day after 
day, week after week, and year after year, 
we have made the progress we have accom- 
plished, and it nas been a startling one. We 
have doubled our crops in the field; and from 
those crops have doubled the yield in the. 
sugarhouse. 

So, taking a retrospective review of the 
sugar industry of Louisiana, as it was a 
generation ago and as it is to-day, we have 
made Just as much progress as has been 
'made in ine iron or the steel industry. 
Therefore, I feel that the future is open to 
us, and that our industry will survive, come 
what may. The future looks dark and low- 
ering, but if we go ahead and endeavor to 
solve the problem as we have worked for its 
solution in the past, I hope, and I know, we 
shall succeed. (Applause.) 

In response to repeated calls. Professor 
Stubbs next addressed the Association. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs: Gentlemen, of course, 
I am grateful to the Sugar Planters' Associ- 
ation for the honor conferred by placing me 
on their Executive Committee. However, I 
think you will hear enough from me to-night, 
the president having invited me to read a 
paper; and I am afraid that if I dilate now 
too much, you will not want to hear my par 
per, especially as it is very technical. There- 
fore, I don c want to impose upon your pa- 
tience now. J. thank the Association, and 
can only say mat about fifteen years ago I 
heard discussions similar to those that we 
have to-night, when, sugar was just under 
ten cents a pound. We have survived a fall 
from ten cents to almost three, and while I 
don't **ope that any further fa** will be ne- 
cessary for us to meet, yet, when I view the 
situation m Louisiana, and see the immense 
amount of money invested in the industry, 
see tne fertility of our alluvial lands the 
tendency co grow everything upon them, 1 
cannot suppress a feeling that the sugar in- 
dustry will live long after you and I and the 
others have been gathered to "that dread 
bourne from which no traveler returns." I 
thank you, but will say that you will hear 
from me presently, again. 

The Chair: There is one more member of 
the Executive committee present, Mr. Wi- 
bray Thompson, and we would like to hear 
from him. 

Mr. Wibray Thompson: I move we pro- 
ceed with the regular business of the even- 
ing, namely, the feeding of mules with oats 
worth their weight in silver. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: Mr. Chairman, it has 
always been our custom to vote by ballot; 
though, of course, I don't see any objection 
to voting the other way, if it is according to 
the charter. Is it necessary to vote by bal- 
lot? It has always been the practice. 

Thereupon, on motion, the secretary was 
instructed to cast the ballot for the Associa- 
tion lor the officers nominated, which was 
duly done, and said officers declared elected. 

The next business in order being the dis- 
cussion of the topic for the evening, papers 
on the subject were read by Messrs. John 
Dymond, H. S. Crozier, C. V. Moore (through 
the secretary, lur. Moore not being present) 
and Professor W. C. Stubbs. The thanks of 
the Association were tendered to the gentle- 
men named, ana their papers ordered pub- 
lished as part of the proceedings. The pa- 
pers in question were published in full In 
our last issue. 



The Chair: Discussion of the topic is now 
in order. You have heard the papers pre- 
sented, and the statements made in those 
papers as to the relative values of stock feed. 
Have you gentlemen any questions to ask or 
any further views to present on the ques- 
tion? 

Mr. L. M. Soniat: We have never tried 
any cottonseed meal, but only corn and oats. 

Hon. nenry Mcuall : I have no knowledge 
of any of these things at all. We have never 
fed anything but corn and oats. We are 
very much interested in this discussion, be- 
cause com and oats are so high that we will 
have to try something else; otherwise, com 
and oats will "bust" us. It is costing us 
now about forty cents per ton of cane to feed 
the mules; a ton of cane costs us forty cents 
more because of the cost of feed. 

Gen. W. J. 'Behan: We are feeding the 
old-fashioned corn, oats, and hay. It is very 
expensive. I have listened with a great deal 
of attention to Professor Stubbs' article, and 
I hope we shall all profit by it. I intend to 
make some experiments in that direction. 

Mr. Martin' Ol3^n: We have fed molasses 
with very good results. 

The Chair: In what way? 

Mr. Glynn: We never kept any figures on 
it, but simply put it in the cooler and let the 
mules have it as they wanted it; but we 
never kept any data. 

The Chair: You gave it to them with 
other feed? 

Mr. Gljrnn: Yes, sir; with corn and pea- 
vine hay. We find that the mules do very 
well when they have molasses to eat when- 
ever they feel like it We have never found 
any bad results. 

The Chair: You never have found the 
mules to be made sick? 

Mr. Glynn: On the contrary in the 
early part of the summer, when we are 
feeding dry com and hay, the mules begin 
to get sick occasionally, but when we put 
molasses in the trough, we usually And good 
results. As far as economy Is concerned, we 
have never tested it, but we have found very 
good results from the molasses. The mules 
appear to improve on it. 

The Chair: As far as the economy is con- 
cerned, that results sim(ply from the differ- 
ence between the cost of the various feeds. 
The present price of oats is about |30 per 
ton, and if you can buy as good feed. In the 
shape of cottonseed meal, at $24, there is no 
doubt that you economize that much. If 
you can use rice bran in place of cottonseed 
meal, (that's what we have been trying to 
do) there is still more economy. We Just 
give the rice bran with a little oats mixed 
with It, at one feed, dnd then give a feed of 
corn at night. Mr. Dymond, will you give 
us your experience? 

Hon. John Dymond: I have dilated on 
molasses to-night, as you heard; and in ad- 
dition to that, since our last meeting we be- 
gan feedng one pound of cottonseed meal per 
day. First, the mules wouldn't eat it. There 
was a striice among them, but that strike 
was maintained for only one day, and then 
they began eating again. They now eat it 
with avidity; and we are giving them two 
pounds of cottonseed meal per day. 

The Chair: In addition to what? 

Mr. Djrmond: In addition to about eight 
pounds of corn and oats, mixed. 

The Chair: Shelled com? 

Mr. Djrmond: Yes, sir; and all the hay 
they can eat. The covtonseed meal is a sort 
of novelty. We put a pint, which is about 
a pound, in each feed. 

The Chair: A pint of cottonseed meal 
into each feed of oats and com? 

Mr. Dymond: Yes, sir. 
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The Chair: It is simply mUed with the 
feed? 

Mr. Dymond: Yes, sir. As I say, they 
wouldn't eat it at first, but now they do. 
We have doubled the dose, and, based upon 
what Dr. dtubbs has said, I feel like increas- 
ing It still more until they have about two 
pints with each feed. v. e omy feed twice a 
day, and not three times. It is a novelty 
with us, and seems to be a success thus far. 

A Member: Do I understand you to say 
that a pint weighs a pouna? 

Mr. Dymond: Yes, sir; I am surmising 
that; cottonseed meal is comparatively 
heavy. 

Prof. ;L^cubbs: When you get to the maxi- 
mum feed, you had better weigh the pint. 

The Chair: There was something said 
about the nutrient required being 16 pounds, 
and then I heard another figure raising it 
over 20. Which is correct, Doctor? 

Prof. Stubbs: 18 to 20 is a calculated ra- 
tion for a 1200-pound animal. In feeding 16 
pounds of com, you get a little more than 18. 

The Chair: When you speak of feeding 
that quantity, you mean for the ii4 hours? 

Prof. Stubos: Yes, sir; the day's feed. 

Col. Zenor: After the reading of these 
papers that have given us so much valuable 
information, I don't feel that I can add any- 
thing to the question this evening. We have 
Mr. Dymond on the molaSses question, and 
we have Mr. Cro2ier on the question of 
grinding the feed, which i think is a very 
important matter, Indeed. From my own 
experience, I can testify that the same quan- 
tity of corn ground adds largely to its value 
as a stock food. Then we had the other dis- 
cussion on the scientific order, which I didn't 
exactly understand; but I suppose it's all 
right. (Laughter.) 

The main question, as I understand it, is, 
what is the best feed lor our stock for the 
price? That is the question. Now, I heard 
one of the most prominent planters in the 
state and one of the most successful, beyond 
any question, say that he gave his mules mo- 
lasses ad libitum. The molasses gave out, 
and he said that the stock began to fall off. 
He gave them the ordinary food, corn, hay, 
and oats, and they didn't thrive on it. As 
soon as he got more molasses in, when he 
ran off his third sugars, he said that his 
mules commenced to pick up, and were soon 
in fine condition; and he is satisfied that the 
molasses they consumed saved at least one- 
third of his feed — that is, one-third of the 
amonnt he had to invest in feed. 

The Chair: Did he reduce the ration, or 
give them the same quantity with molasses 
as without? 

Col. Zenor: They required one-third less. 
So, I think, so lar as the experience of all 
the planters is concerned, molasses is a very 
marked addition to our food supply, and, I 
presume, the cheapest, in connection with 
the other food. I certainly think that cut- 
ting the hay up is an addition to that food. 
Mules can eat it with much more facility 
that way, and it is all consumed. As far as 
my experience goes, I am a great advocate of 
molasses. I have heard some say that it 
would kill the mules, but ^ think that's a 
mistake. 

The Chair: Don't you think it depends on 
the condition of the molasses? 

Col. Zenor: It won't do to give them mo- 
lasses not in good condition. You can kill 
them with sour molasses as well as mouldy 
corn and oats. It must be in good condition. 
I know a planter in the state who didn't re- 
boil his molasses, and it soured, and he gave 
it to his mules, and 1 have no doubt some of 
them died from it. But good reboiled mo- 
lasses is a wholesome food. 

Mr. Dymond: I would like to enter a pro- 
test there. We have never reboiled any of 



the molasses; that is, not for many years. 
It may perhaps ferment, but the mules take 
it anyhow; and I don't tnink any fermentar 
tion that molasses Is capable of will produce 
any bad results, except it be to diminish the 
available quantity of food. 

Prof. Stubbs: There was an experiment 
recently conducted in Texas, that is very 
surprising to me. It seems that a gentle- 
man got caught with a large quantity of 
frozen cane. He is feeding about a thousand 
head of stock. After the season was over, 
as he couldn't grind this cane, h^ began cut- 
ting It down. It was cane split by the freeze. 
He then separated his cattle into two lots. 
To one, he fed cottonseed meal, etc., and to 
fhe other, the frozen cane; and his testimony 
is that the stock fed on this frozen cane did 
better than the other stock. Then a couple 
of cattlemen came over from Western Texas, 
and tnls gentleman (I am giving you the 
tale as told to me) began harvesting his 
frozen cane, and sold it to them for two dol- 
lars a ton. That is the statement made in 
the letters to me; one from a Mr. Drewett, 
and the other from a Mr. Waddell. Mr. 
Drewett wrote me, asking whether I would 
advise, such a feed as that. He said that he 
had a lot of cane that was frozen, and to sell 
it for two dollars a ton was a good way to 
get rid of it. Now, if we can make sngar 
out of our molasses, there can certainly be 
nothing in it to hurt mules. As far as fer- 
mentation Is concerned, it is an alcoholic 
fermentation, and we all know that alcohol 
stimulates. 

. Mr. Wioray Thompson: We are feeding 
molasses that we can't make sugar from; 
and it has no bad effect on the mules. 

The Chair: The Chair was about to call 
on you, Mr. Thompson, for information as to 
your experience. 

Mr. Thompson: Well, that's the experi- 
ence we had. 

Hon. Henry McCall: Mr. President, do you 
understand that* molasses is used generally 
by the sugar planters In I^ulsiana? 

The Chair: Not by any means; I think it 
is a rare exception. 

Hon. Henry McCall: I don't say that 
those who don't use It are right; but there 
might be an Impression that everybody uses 
molasses. In our section, I don't think any- 
body does. I don't say they are right; they 
may be wrong; we are all here to learn; but 
the use of molasses is not universal by any 
means. 

The Chair: In my parish, if used at all, 
I am satisfied that It Is only on occasions, 
and not as a constant practice. 

Mr. Henry McCall: It has been tried in 
our section, and given up. I don't think 
anybody in our parish uses molasses, and I 
don't think anybody in Iberville does. 

Mr. Richard McCall: We feed corn and 
oats, 16 pounds a day — 12 pounds of corn and 
4 pounds of oats. We grind the corn as fine 
as we possibly can, with the ordinary little 
mill we have. I want to ask you, Professor 
Stubbs, how about the cob? 

Prof. Stubbs: Professor Henry says that, 
paradoxical as it may seem, a pound of 
crushed corn cob is worth as much as a 
pound of corn. He gives as a reason that 
when the com is ground, either by the ani- 
mal in mastication, or by a mill, it goes in 
the stomach in a lump, and is not easily di- 
gestible. By putting the cob in it, it acts 
like a leaven and promotes digestion by 
opening it up. Hence, 70 pounds, which is 
the weight of a bushel of corn, is worth as 
much, ground, as 70 pounds of meal. That 
is the result of a dozen or more experiments. 

Mr. Richard McCall: Is it because it con- 
tains chemical ingredients which promote 
the digestion of the food properly? 

Dr. Stubbs: We are not utilizing our 



molasses in Louisiana as we should and yet 
the impression very generally prevails that 
Louisiana Is feeding large quantities of mo- 
lasses to work stock. As I have before in- 
formed you Prof. Henry places an equal 
value as a food stuff upon a pound of mo- 
lasses that he does upon a pound of com. 
A bushel of corn Is now worth V5 cents and 
weighs 66 pounds. A gallon of molasses 
weighing 12 pounds would then be worth 
nearly 18 cents for feeding purposes, a price 
far beyond that obtainable in our markets. 
Prof. Henry recently made a statement in 
the Breeders* Gazette, that if some enterpris- 
ing seedsman could bny up all of the corn 
in the United States and reintroduce it un- 
der some new name as a novelty, the people 
would appreciate it as a forage crop so high- 
ly as to crown the introducer as a king. We 
do not appreciate fully the present corn 
plant. We utilize only the grain, throwing 
away stalk, fodder, shuck and cob. The grain 
constitutes really about % of the total value 
of the plant. Experiments have demon- 
strated two startling facts: 1st— -That the 
stalks with leaves properly cured and 
shredded are of equal value as a forage to 
timothy hay; and, 2nd, That the crufehed 
corn and cob is worth as much, pound for 
pound, as crushed corn. These, I say, are 
startling facts, yet are daily demonstrated 
by thousands of trials. To every 20 bushels 
of corn, there Is, on an average, a ton of 
stalks and fodder. In Louisiana there are 
cultivated over 1*4 millions of acres of com 
with a yield of about 20 ^ushels per acre. 
This wouid give the state about 1^ millions 
of tons of forafee, if properly cured and 
shredded, equal in feeding value to hay and 
would carry through the winter 1^ millions 
of cattle or nniles. To this add the gain o( 
25 per cent to be derived from crushing the 
cob with the com of the entire 25,000,900 
bushels of grain made in the state and we 
can see that we have not yet realized Vi 
of the value of the corn plant. It has been 
found that while the cob Is not as nutrlUous 
nor digestible as the grain, yet when the 
latter is diluted with the former, that it Is 
much more thoroughly digested on account 
of the gastric and other juices of the stom- 
ach being able by this dilution to act upon 
every particle of the grain. Neither the 
stalk nor the cob should be thrown away. 

Mr. McCall: Do you approve of grinding 
the corn and cob with the shuck on? 

Dr. Stubbs: No, sir. ihe shuck retards 
the grinding. It has been found more eco- 
nomical to shuck the corn at the time of 
shredding and let the shuck go in (shredded) 
with the fodder. 

Mr. Soniat: Don't you cut the corn before 
it is ripe? 

Dr. Stubbs: It is cut just when the lower 
leaves of the stalk begins to brown and 
when the grains become glazed over well 
It can easily be harvested with a com ha^ 
vester, which cuts the corn, binds it into 
bundles and carries the bundles on a car- 
rier, until enough Is obtained to make a 
shock, wnen, by the action of a spring, the 
load Is dropped and a man comes behind 
and puts it into a shock wnere it remains 
until it is cured, when it is carried to the 
barn and passed through a shredder which 
shucks the corn and shreds the stalks and 
shucks, sending the former into a wagon 
and conveying by a carrier, or blowing by a 
fan, the shredded fodder directly into the 
barn where it is stored until fed. 

A Member: How long must It remain in 
the shock? 

Dr. Stubbs: Until cured thoroughly, usu- 
ally 4 to 6 weeks. 

Mr. Soniat: That would Interfere with 
our fall plowing. 

Dr. Stubbs: Not necessarily. The shocks 
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could be placed upon every sixth row and 
your plows could easily plow the five rows 
between; when this was accomplished the 
shocks cou - easily be removed to the plow- 
ed land, and this row plowed. This method 
is frequently pursued by the wheat planters 
of the North and West. 

Mr. Thompson: In introducing cotton 
seed mea., how long an interval would you 
allow to elapse before giving theija six 
pounds? 

Dr. ^cubbs: That will largely depend 
upon your mules. If they learn easily to 
eat it, a few weeks only will suffice. Begin 
' by feeding one pound daily to each mule. 
i At the end of a week increase it to two 
pounds, eliminating for each pound of meal 
given. 3 pounds of corn or oats. 

A Member: What is the weight of a 
bushel of meal? 

Dr. Stuobs: I presume about 60 pounds — 
from the size of an hundred pound sack. If 
your mules don't eat the nieal at first, they 
must be educated to do so. This is bept ac- 
complished by mixing with palatable feeds. 

Mr. Dymond: The taste grows on them 
just like the taste for Limberger cheese 
does on a man. There is one point that Dr. 
Stubbs didn't touch on, that was brought 
out by the inquiries here to-night; that is, 
as to the value of grinding, I believe that 
grinding corn is not in as much favor now 
as it was 25 years ago. It seems that nature 
i has provided the mules with adequate grind- 
ers, and if tlkey are trusted with the grind- 
ing of their food, the salivation of the food 
thereby accomplished, promotes digestion; 
whereas, if tihe corn be already ground, it 
is not so thorough insalivated, and the re- 
sult is that digestion is not so complete. 

Dr. Stubbs: I Incidentally mentioned that 
in my paper, by showing the small number 
of calories it reciuired to digest a pound of 
com in comparison with hays and other 

foods. The energy required to digest a 
pound of corn is much less than the toll 
nsaaJly takeik. by mills for grinding the com. 
When one hajs to give a toll of % pound for 
grinding it is. certainly unprofitable to grind. 
Many of our mules fail to digest com prop- 
erly on account of the pernicious system of 
feeding only twice a day. A mule coming 
in at noon, without feed since the night be- 
fore, is so hungry that it bolts its food, fails 
to masticate it properly and hence whole 
grains of com pass through without diges- 
tion. Mules should be fed three times a 
day. 

Mr. Dymond : Is it not a physiological fact 
that starchy foods need salivation to pro- 
mote digestion and that can only be found 
in the mouth of tne animal. 

Dr. Stubbs: In the process of chewing 
the finely divided matter becomes thoroughly 
salivated wi-. saliva, containing a ferment 
which is the first step in the process of diges- 
tion. The conversion of the starch into su- 
gar is completed by the gastric juices of the 
stomach. 

Col. Richard McCall: Did I understand 
you to say that each pound of cotton seed 
meal is equal to three pounds of corn? 

Dr. Stubbs: Yes, sir; about, either of 
com or oats. 

Col. McCall: There is a big difference in 
price then? 

Dr. Stubbs: Yes, sir; com is now worth 
75 cents for 56 pounds, while meal is worth 
only $24.00 per ton. 

A Member: How about soaking corn be- 
fore feeding? 

Mr. Henry McCall: I would think 24 
hours too long. We have made a success of 
feeding in the evening what we would soak 
in the morning, letting it soak about six 
hours. 



Mr. Wibray Thompson : We put it to soak 
at night. j 

Mr. Crozier: I notice, from the remarks 
of Mr. Dymond and also of Mr. Stubbs, 
that they don't attach much importance to 
grinding. Now, a mule's stomach is very 
small, and it doesn't make any difference 
what you give him, he will eat it. He will 
eat corn, and then he will eat hay, and the 
hay will drive the corn out of the stomach, 
about half of it undigested. Now, if meal 
is put into the stomsich at the same time 
with the hay, he is bound to chew it, bound 
to devote enough time and energy to his 
food to properly salivate it. 

Mr. Richard McCall: We found that 
mules wouldn't eat chopped pea vine hay. 
It all got in little short sticks, and it hurt 
their gums; so they would not eat it. 

Mr. Crozier: I was very much interested 
in what Dr. Stubbs said about meal. I was 
a little modest about bringing it out myself, 
because I was in the fertilizing business, 
and people might think I wanted to adver- 
tise myself. A great many planters will tell 
you that their mules won't eat cottonseed 
meal. Well, horses that never knew any- 
thing about com have been known to starve 
to death rather than eat it. But just put 
the meal on the mules' tongues, and after 
a while they will get to like it. The reason 
they won't eat cottonseed meal is that they 
don't know anything about it; but they can 
be taught to eat it. 

Prof. Stubbs: If the planters will feed 
C. S. meal and carefully utilize the manure 
from the animals fed, and apply it to their 
lands, they will find that they will not have 
to buy so much tankage from my friend 
as now. By passage through the animals 
stomach, only about 10 per cent of the fer- 
tilizing value of the meal is lost Three- 
fourths of an the meal made in the South 
goes away for feeding purposes. It is ex- 
tensively used in England and by its use 
both animals and soils are maintained. 
Every pound of cotton seed meal should be 
fed here in the South, it gives almost a 
double value to meal by using it for feed, 
and then carefully saving and applying the 
manure therefrom to our soils. 

Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan: I came here sim- 
ply to listen. Our feed bills are the ex- 
treme limit, and we are looking for some 
relief. I thought I would come here to see 
if I couldn't learn about some cheap sub- 
stitute for the expensive feed we are buy- 
ing. 

The Chair: You have had no experience 
in feeding molasses? 

Mr. Morgan: We fed it several years ago, 
but we fed ft in bulk, and it acted more as 
a drench than anything else. 

Mr. L. A. Becnel: I don't think I can add 
anything to what has been said. The ques- 
tion of forty or fifty cents a ton for feeding 
our mules, added to the freight, makes it a 
serious proposition to the small farmer. 

There being no further discussion, the 
choice of a topic for me Anril meeting was 
left to the Presiaent. 

The Association thereupon adjourned until 
the second Thursday in April. 



loads. Some idea of the size of the enter- 
prise is conveyed to the mind by this latter 
statement of practically a train load of 
roofing for the roofs of two buildings. 'Hie 
contracts were awarded after the keenest 
competition. There seems to be a phenome- 
nal demand for "Flintkote Roofing" on ac- 
count of its numerous advantages over the 
ordinary prepared roofing. We understand 
from the manufacturers that it is used very 
extensively through the South on all kinds 
of factory buildings, saw mills, etc., and that 
the various railroads are also using it. 

For above roofing, Whitney & Sloo Co., 
Ltd., 112 N. Peters St., New Orleans, are 
agents, and carry a complete assortment. 



Trade Notes. 

Flintkote Roofing — Contract has been 
placed to supply "Flintkote Roofing" for the 
Varied Industries and the Textile Buildings 
at the St. Louis Exposition. This is prob- 
ably the largest contract for roofing ever 
placed — the Industries Building alone cover- 
ing over seven acres. The roofing required 
for these two buildings will be about ten car- 



Messrs. E. C. Webre & Co.— This firm has 
risen steadily in the esteem and confidence 
of the sugar planters ever since its first es- 
tablishment. It has always gone on the 
principle that integrity, honesty and fair 
dealing are the only real cornerstones to 
success, and the result has proved the ac- 
curacy of their judgment. Besides solicit- 
ing, as commission merchants, consignments 
of sugar, molasses and rice, they are also 
dealers in cooperage stock and have ^uilt up 
a large business in this line. Their office is 
at No. 237 Decatur .street. New Orleans, 
. where the most courteous treatment is ac- 
corded to everyone. 

Personal. 

Mr. Benjamin H. Pring of the Oneida plan- 
tation on the upper coast was in the city on 
Friday last. 

Mr. H. Patout of Patoutville, La., was an 
arrival at the Cosmopolitan hotel during the 
early part of the week. Mr. Patout is one 
of our most progressive and successful sugar 
planters and is highly esteemed by a wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances. 

Mr. T. S. Underwood, of the well known 
sugar planting firm of Underwood & Short, 
of Franklin, La., was an arrival at the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel on Monday last. Their 
Bellview plantation is one of the finest es- 
tates in the sugar district. 

Mr. S. Abraham of Raceland, La., was an 
arrival at one of our leading hotels a few 
days ago. 

Mr. C. Himel was a guest of the Commer- 
cial hotel on Monday. Mr. Himel was in 
the city to look after several matters of bus- 
Mr. H. C. Rose of Franklin, La., was a 
guest of the Commercial hotel a few days 
ago. He has extensive sugar planting inter- 
ests in St. Mary parish. 

Hon. Henry McCall, who has been sojourn- 
ing in New Orleans for some weeks, left on 
Wednesday for his plantation. 

Hon. W. H. Price of Lafourche parish was 
at the St. Charles hotel on Tuesday last. 
Mr. Price is the manager of the Arcadia 
plantation and he is associated with his 
brother, Hon. Andrew Price, in its opera- 
tion. 

Mr. John R. Todd of St. Mary parish, who 
knows all there is to know about raising 
cane and making sugar, was a guest of the 
Commercial hotel during the early part of 
the week. 

Mr. W. Lepine, a leading sugar planter of 
Lafourche parish, was at the Commercial 
hotel on Wednesday last 
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Strong. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Mar. 12 Tons IILOIS 

At four ports of Great Britain to Mar. 8 «• 218,060 

At Cuba, six por ts to Mar. 11 « 304,000 



Receipts and Mies at New Orleans for the week ending 
ilar. ai, 190a. 
Sugar — — ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeiyed 197 16,777 3,309 

Sold 197 16,577 3,309 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
toflar. ai, ipoa. 

Hhds. ^Barreifiir Barrels. 

RooeiTcd 3113 1,652,745 275,784 

Sold 3113 1,585,413 276,784 

Reoeired same time last year 5320 1,280,712 160,274 
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RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Horduras 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights 

Screenings... 
No. 2 

Honduras - 

Head 

Straights 

Screenings... 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton 

PousH, per ton... 

Receipts 
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Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Japan^Steady; 

no offerings 
Honduras— Bteady ; 

no offerings 

Japan— Steady; 
good demand 



Honduras— Steady ; 
good demand 



Received . 
Sold 



■ales at New Orleans fer the week ending 
riar. 31. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban. 

3,534 5,496 

1,026 16,536 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, 1901 to Mar. ai, 190a. 
cenpared with last year* same tine. 

Sacks RouOff. Pcts. Clban 

This Year 1,007,396 233,024 

Last Year 805, • 27 148,951 



Sugar. 

OtPerings were light in the local sugar 
market at the end of the week and receipts 
from the country were small. What came 
on the market was nearly all taken up. 



Molasses. 

Open kettle goods were steady at the end 
of the week as were also centrifugals, with 
quotations as per our statement on the op- 
posite page. 



Rice. 

There was no marked change in the rough 
rice market at the end of the week. Busi- 
ness was limited, owing to the light ofCer- 
ings, but tlie demand was sufficient to absorb 
all that came to the surface. Clean rice was 
steady In both Japan and Honduras, with 
trading fair. 



Talipage on the Rice Market. 

The week was characterized by a pretty 
fair run of trade: demand general, embrac- 
ing nearly everybody from everywhere. Pur- 
chases, however, individually considered, are 
limited; the country still in the slough; 
roads impassable. Another reason given for 
light operations is the early opening of wa- 
ter routes assuring cheaper freights In many 
directions. Japan is still the better invest- 
ment and as a result, commands the larger 
proportion of the trade. There is a renewal 
of movement for export, with distinctly 
firmer tone and prices on lower grades frac- 
tionally advanced. 

Recent reports from all commercial cen- 
ters indicate that grocers' stocks are gener- 
ally light; the sharp canvass for trade, to- 
gether with consignments in every direc- 
tion, has led buyers to think that the supply 
is illimitable, hence they are impervious to 
any suggestion of hardening prices. The 
total of these consignments are not equal to 
the stocks usually carried and with any 
quickening of prices at primal points, all 



goods lying around the various trade centers 
will be promptly absorbed. 

Advices from the South note steady move- 
ment: along the Atlantic Coast no pressure; 
forward supply moderate and factors confi- 
dent of better prices with the incoming of 
the ^ring trade. In New Orleans and 
throughout the Southwest, there is a marked 
change in the temper of holders and Japan 
advanced. While the forward supply is 
large, it is gradually concentrating into the 
hands of the few who know and propose to 
exact its worth. Stocks at many of the 
minor points are exhausted a^d mills clos- 
ing. There is a growing opinion that with 
stocks in grocers' hands at a minimum; high 
prices of competitive articles and practical 
exclusion of foreign, there should be a spring 
trade far in excess of any hitherto experi- 
enced. It may be remembered that last year 
there was a halting movement in the early 
months: easy prices and depressed condi- 
tions Just at the opening of spring trade, 
and then sudden reaction — the crop going 
out at handsome figures. This year, prices 
are fully 20 per cent, lower: no actual over- 
plus in the matter of stock and the forward 
demand promising to exceed that of any 
previous year, hence prospects would seem 
favorable for hardening values. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note sluggish movement at unchanged prices. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisi- 
ana crop movement to date — Receipts, rough, 
1,235,360 sacks; last year 925,164 sacks. 
Sales, cleaned (est), 975,140 pockets; last 
year, 742,278 pockets. Movement sluggish: 
prices firm: Japan advanced %-% on low and 
medium grades. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date — Receipts, 36,695 bar- 
rels. Sales, 34,670 barrels. Market steady. 

Beet Sus^ar Notes. 

The beet farmers around Fowler, Colo., 
will raise over a thousand acres of beets for 
the American Beet Sugar Company this sea- 



The American Beet Sugar Company has 
given the Rocky Ford Tribune some compar- 
isons between the crops of 1900 and 1901. 
In 1900 the Rocky Ford factory had 4,530 
acres of beets, against 9,668 in 1901. The 
number of tons of beets sliced in 1900 was 
41,656, while in 1901 the number reax^ed 
93,851. The highest and lowest prices paid 
for beets in 1900 were $6.67 and $4.00. In 
this past campaign the prices varied between 
¥8.66 and $4.00. 



The terms of rental employed by the Amer- 
ican Beet Sugar Company with its tenants 
at Rocky Ford are one-fifth to one-sixth of 
the sugar beet crop. One-third of all the 
other crops raised on the land except of al- 
falfa, one-half of which is given. For next 
season this company has already contracted 
for over twenty thousand acres of beets. 



The report of the competition for the 
prizes offered in Colorado by the Orange 
Judd Farmer for the best acre of sugar beets 
raised, shows that the winner of the first 
prize was J. W. Bellew, of Rocky Ford, who 
produced over thirty-seven tons of beets 
from an acre. These beets avera^d 16 per 
cent sucrose and 82 per cent purity. 



Gunnison, Utah, is working for a beet su- 
gar factory and committees have been ap- 
pointed to canvass Sanpete county for beet 
acreage. Concessions in the way of land for 
the factory and water supply, as well as land 
for the raising of beets by the factory are 
also asked. 



The report of the Ogden, Utah, Sugar Com- 
pany for 1901 shows that this year the fac- 
tory sliced 41,461 tons of beets, against 27,- 
382 tons in 1900. In 1900 the amount paid 
out for beets was $120,102.91, while in 1901 
it reached $192,007.48. The amount of coal 
used this past campaign reached 7,132 tons, 
while in 1900 4,248 tons were used. This 
past season lasted 131 days, against 90^ 
days in 1900. The average amount of beets 
sliced per day was 319 tons in 1900 and 343 
tons in 1901, but the average sucrose con- 
tent of 1901 was lower than that of 1900, the 
record showing a percentage of 9.8S for 1901 
and 10.81 for 1900. 
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WANTS. 



We will paMlth In tU« coinnui, free qi charge until 
farther notice, the appHcatlonj of all managen, over- 
•eerj, engineer! and sagar*niakert, and others who 
oiay be leeldng positions In the oonntry, and alee the 
wants Of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED— A. fli*8t-oIa88 head sugar boiler; also i 
flrst-class head clarifler man, for the coming season In 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

3-10 02. 

WANTBD— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James PaHsh, to talce off 
the cane crop of 1902. Will oontruot the worlc from 
now to September, or October 1, 1802. reference OK 
and satlsfpctlon guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jauios Ph, 
La. Or address P. O. Box G G G. Planchcvllle, Av- 
oyelles Ph , La. 8* 19- 02. 

WANTKI) — A position as engineer or steam- 
fitter. Address Bert Beebe, Le lioy, N. Y. 

3-17-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar l>oller or chemist^ 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 23, care this office. 

WANTED — A position as ciilef engineer and 
mncUinist to do repairs and take off crop, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B, 
136 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 3-18-03 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar house, in Cuba or Mexico, 
by a man of 20 years' experience, and who has 
been foe the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates in Louls^an^. Highest references furnished. 
Address A. Spurs, care Louisiana I*lanter. 

3-15-02 

WANTED— By an experienced sngar boiler a crop 
for the season (902. Can furnish the best of references 
from Louisiana and Mexico. Address Geo. H. Doug- 
lass, Box 31, CoTlngton, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sagar plantation for the fall and win tor of 1903. 
Have experenoe and can famish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. M-02. 

WANTBDr-A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can glye best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, La. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion macblnest, who Is capable of repairing all khids 
' -• • B. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 



of maohlnery and pomps. 
N.Y. 



2-18-02 



WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Can flU any position from buslnefis manager down. 
Best of references and bond If required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans . 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for tliis year In Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 29, 
I>onaldsonvlile, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
good references. L. A. Thomas^ 1109 Cadiz St., 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, haying 5 
Tears experience In raw sugar Industry, two years 
in German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd in German technical schools and 
unlTersities ; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition In America. Could commence Immediately. 
Address G5*. F.5&&I7, Berlin, 58 Bergmann St. 
57, Germany. 2-12-02 

WANTED — An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
• and a first-class evaporator and centrifugal man. 
would like position In plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store clerk in general mer- 
chaodisie store, has had over 13 years' experleece, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will acoept 

osltion either in olty or country, or wlU accept a 
position as night watohmah. J. J. Murpht, 146 Union 
street. Bast Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horsesboer, by unmarried man with first, 
class references. Alfred Ganel, care of the Chlef- 
Donaldsonville, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 
ply to E. Lbgendre, 1010 Hennen Building, New 



U 



WANTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Thbo- 
DORE Baudouin, Habnvllle, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experienoe. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W.S.. care Louisiana Planter. 2-5-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
ohemlst, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest tectinlcal school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe, expe- 
rienced in manufacturing sugar and excraotlng sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, ohemical and aKrloultural details. Address 
R. C, care Loulslan « Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-xeeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or In country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
Job Sarano, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugap making plant. Twelve years' experience. Best 
of references (^ven. Address Gbnbral Manager, 
83 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 2-10-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar hotuie. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
sO superintend the canning of svrup^and molasses. 
Must understand the business in all Its details. -Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, oare of The Louis- 
naia Planter. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelrlght 
by experienced young man 26 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubrb. Lauderdale, La. l-li-02 

WANTED- PoUtiOQ by a competent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other oountrv. Address Sugar Maker, 2800 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands olarifloatlon, with flrst-class credentials , in 
Cuba or Mexico. Address L., this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
ties in need of "all round'' men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar faotorv in Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experienced sugar boiler and ohemlst and famUiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
ienced sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of office and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of references 
Address K. care this office. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
practical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
every detail, can furnish best of reference^. Address 
Rbpiner, care of The Louisiana Planter. - 1-16-02. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boUer for the 
West or South bv a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab^ 814 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn. N. Y. 

WANTED — A clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Mexico; have haa several 
years' experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsouvllle, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — A position In B^exlco, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman.' Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux, La. 1-6-02 

WAITED— A position in Cuba or Mexico as man- 
ager on a sugar plantation. Am able to take 
charge of field and factory. Have had 14 years ex- 
perience in both. 1 can furnish good references and 
and guamtee satls£BM!tlon. Address Marco, care 
thlsofiElce. 12-9-01. 

WANTED— Positlor by an experienced grocery or 
general merohAndlse clerk^ years of age and single, 
educated in French and English, and has good 
knowledge of double entry bookkeeping. Referen- 
ces from last employers and moderate salary. Ad- 
dress W. K. 18 Ariel, La. 152-9-01. 

WANTED^^'-aif-overseertoT sugaFplantalion In 
Porto Rico. German- American preferred. Must 
speak Spanish and come well reccommended. Ap- 

Siy; stating salary expected, to H. P. care La. Plan- 
r. 12-11-01 



WANTED— A compentent and experienced youog 
man now employed, desires a change for next year, 
either as time or Bookkeeper, for city or country. 
A. 1. references. A. B. C. KennerLa, 12-1241. 

WANTED — For season of 1902, sober, energetic 
and canabie young man as assistant overseer; un- 
married ; wages f 40 per month. Address Sbcond 
OvEBSBBR, English Turn. La. 11-21-01 

WANTED — Situation as overseer or manager on 
a sugar plantation. Have many years' experience. 
Strictly sober and steady. Have a family and do 
not smoke or play poker. Can furnish best refer- 
ences, as to character and ability. Address W. P. 
Rochelle, Hohen Solms, La. 12-8-01 

WANTED— A position as first-class overseer. 
Twentv years' experience. Can furnish high refer- 
as to aDllltv and sobriety.. Address Nickblbs Foftsr, 
785 Contl St., New Orleans. 12-14-01 

WANTED — Position as manager of sugar plan- 
tation. Can give good references and satisfactory 
reasons for desiring a change. Have been 18 



years at place where now employed. 
Wm. C. Thomas, Minerva, La. 



Address, 
12-54)1 



WANTED — A young man of temperate hablti 
wishes to secure a position in country store or at 
overseer on a plantation. Has four years* experi- 
ence in modern culture. Address T. P. B., Ber- 
trandvllle. La. 12-2-01 

WANTED— At onoe, position as water tender, doable 
effect man, filter press man, or Bodley cane carrier 
feeder attendant, by an all around sugar nouse worker. 
Can refer to Lebermuth St Israel, Lauderdale, U. 
P.^N. Veoab, Lauderdale, La. 12-14-01 

WANTED-PosltioA by manager of plantation store 
Toung man, unmarried, good accountant and office 
man. Have had oharf^e of present business 11 yeare 
but seeks change, or will invest and enter parts erahip 
or rent. Address J. A. Mbnubt, Bertie, La. 

12-1401 

WANTED— Engagement as sugar maker afler 
Dec. 24th. Address New Hope, care LouitianA 
Planter. 12-lWD. 

W^ANTBD — A situation as overseer or assistant 
on a sugar plantation, by a man -aS years old. fery 
healthy and of good endurance. Can give fair 
reference. Address L. B., care C. C. Bills, Bllen- 
dale. La. 12-8-01 

WANTED — A situation as assistant overseer on 
a sugar plantation for the year 1002 by a yonos 
. ^^ sober and industrious and wlU 



married man. 
give my employer 
erences. Address 



^ services. Can furnish ref- 
R. Nbsoic, Belle Alliance, La. 
11-28411 



WANTBI> — Position as sugar boiler In Louisi- 
ana, Cuba or West Indies. Adareas 1006, this of- 
fice. 



WANTED — A position as assistant or oveneer 
on a sugar plantation for the crop of 1902 ; refer 
ences fumisned. Address W.. Lucy P. O., La. 
11-2<M)1 

WANTED — ^Two first-class centrifugal men for 
Mexico at once. Must be capable of aoing repair 
work. All expenses paid going and coming from 
New Orleans with board and lodging. Addresa L. 
D. DeBlakc, Plaquemine, La. 11-25-01 

WANTED — A young man of 24, having a fairly 



f;ood education, desires to act as a representative 
n New York City for any gentleman appreciating 
an energetic worker. Address Richjlbd F. Shabfi, 



445 West 88d St, New York. 



11-25-01 



WANTED — By a sober and competent young 
man, position for the coming season as assistant 
chemist In Cuba or Mexico, or would like to hear 
from party assuming chemical control of a snnr 
house. Understaads clarification, etc ; can nv- 
nish references from present employer. Addreai 
L. Labb^ Dorceyville, La. 

WANTED — ^A position as assistant overseer for 
the coming year. For references address Geo. W. 
McFall or A. Wilbert*B Sons, Plaquemhie, La. 
Would prefer position in Cuba. Feed A. Sobbal, 
Plaquemine. La. 11-27-01 

WANTED— A position as Manager on a sugar 
plantation, either in Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. 
Can speak Spanish and have had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest plan- 
tations in Louisiana. Can furnish beet ref^ 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 
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The Cane Crop. 

The complaint from the country this 
week is that there has been too much wet 
weather for field work to be prosecuted 
rapidly and the planting of cane carried 
to a close. While many places have com- 
pleted this work there are others which 
are not so fortunate and some dry weath- 
er is anxiously awaited on all sides. The 
outlook is very favorable and the warm 
weatheir we have experienced has had a 
tendency to bring out signs of vegeta- 
tion everyvv^here.. The uncertainty of the 
situation at Washington has somewhat 
paralyzed anything in the nature of im- 
provements on the plantations, but much 
attention is being paid to the prospective 
use of fuel oil and a considerable number 
of complete installations have been con- 
tracted for. 



Sugar Bounties in New Yorlc. 

Sugar bounties in New York, where 
they have been availed of to stimulate 
the beet sugar industry, seem less pop- 
ular than formerly. The State of New 
York last appropriated $100,000 to be 
paid out as sugar bounties under stipu- 
lated conditions and also appropriated 
$7,000 to the State Agricultural Depart- 
ment for instruction in sugar beet cul- 
ture. 

The present appropriation bill has 
reached the New York Senate with $100,- 
000 — allotted to bounties, and $50,000 
for education in sugar feeet culture. This 
was confirmed by the Senate finance com- 
mittee, but the Senate revolted and re- 
committed the bill, with orders to the 
committee to reduce the bounty allot- 
ment to $50,000. 

Of all the States in the Union, New 
York is the very one that should attempt 
to develop the sugar beet industry. The 
wonderful growth of the industry in Eu- 
i-ope, and the intense study given there 
to every phase of it, is the best evidence 
we can ask as to desirability of develop- 
ing the industry in a like manner in the 
States of the Union wherever the sugar 
beet finds a satisfactory habitat. 



The Brussels Sugmr Convention. 

Elsewhere in this issue we pitblish in 
full the agreement reached by the Brus- 



sels convention in the matter of the Euro- 
pean sugar bounties. It would seem 
that the whole matter has been seriously 
undertaken and perhaps accomplished. 
The English government, of course, hesi- 
tated about actually threatening to levy 
countervailing dinies but the conclusion 
that she would do so, if no arrangement 
were made, was certainly reached by the 
French, German and Austrian represent- 
atives, whose countries were chiefly con- 
cerned. 

There are still some loopholes in the 
agreement that may give trouble. All 
of the interested countries may not con- 
firm the act of their representatives. 
Again the sur-tax or protective duty on 
imported sugars is limited to abput ^c 
per pound. With their Kartel arrange- 
ment Germany and Austria can even now 
raise the price of sugars for home con- 
sumption yic per pound above the nor- 
mal and thus sell half their product at an 
abnormal profit of ^c and sell the other 
half for export at >4c loss, thus coming 
out even and keeping their factories go- 
ing, or they could sell half their crop at 
J4c loss and still average an J^c per 
pound gain on the whole. This may be 
forbidden by Article 4 of the agreement, 
which refers to bounties direct or indi- 
rect. Certainly the sur-tax of 6 francs 
in a country that doesn't want to import 
sugar, but is itself an immense exporter 
of sugar, is only wanted to juggle with, 
and we fear there will be trouble yet be- 
fore the whole matter will be satisfactor- 
ily adjusted, but a long step forward has 
been takep. For it we must thank Eng- 
land's skillful diplomacy and the apparent 
derangement of the finances of France, 
Germanv and Austria. 



The Future of Sugar, 

It may be that the American Sugar 
Refining Company, otherwise known as 
the Sugar Trust, has become a bugaboo 
with which to frighten us honest, hard- 
working tillers of the soil, and it certainly 
appears in multifarious shapes, now as a 
Cuban sympathizer in Washington, de- 
ploring the recalcitrancy of Congress in 
admitting brown sugars at a fraction of 
the present duties and at the same time 
religiously prohibiting the- importation of 
Cuban white sugars ; appearing again as 
a great plantation owner in Cuba and 
then again in Porto Rico. We learn that 
the Trust is a partner of Oaus Spreckels 
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in California, including his immense new 
beet 9iigar factory at Salinas, the largest 
in the world, and now from Denver 
comes the news that the American Sugar 
Refining Company has made the first 
move to take up the beet sugar industry 
in Colorado. Henry L. Nies, of New 
York, superintendent of construction and 
refiners of the American Sugar Company, 
after two weeks spent in an investigation 
of the situation in Colorado, has returtied 
to New York. Two companies, to oper- 
ate in Boulder, Weld, Larimer, Arapahoe, 
Jefferson, Morgan, Washington and Lo- 
gan counties, have been incorporated 
with a combined capital of $1,000,000, 
and Mr,' Nies has secured options on 
lands suitable for beet culture and for the 
erection of sugar refineries. These lands 
are those which independent beet sugar 
companies were examining with a view 
to Durchase. 

Evidently the Sugar Trust must be 
casting anchors to the windward, and 
when sugar refining becomes a lost art, 
as is certain as soon as the plantations 
make white sugars, which they can easily 
do, the magnates of the Sugar Trust will 
come to the cane and beet fields and earn 
their living by the sweat of their brows, 
like the rest of us. 



The World's Sugar Productloi and 
Consumptioa, 1800-1900, 

This is the title of a monograph just 
issued by the Treasury Bureau of Statis- 
tics. It discusses the sugar production 
and consumption of the world during the 
past century and especially during the 
last half century in which the burden of 
sugar production has been transferred 
from cane to the sugar beet, and in which 
the world has so largely increased its 
consumption of sugar. The world's su- 
gar production has grown from 1,150,000 
tons in 1840 to 8,&X),ooo tons in 1900. 
During the same period the world's pop- 
ulation has grown, according to the best 
estimates, from 950,000,000 to about i,- 
500,000,000. Thus, sugar production has 
increased about 650 per cent, while pop- 
ulation was increasing but about 50 per 
cexit Coming nearer home and consid- 
ering the United States alone, it is found 
that the consumption of sugar which in 
1850 was only 22 pounds per capita, was 
in 1 90 1 over 68 pounds per capita. 

One especially striking fact shown by 
the statistics presented in this jStudy is 
the rapidly increasing proportion of the 
world's enlarged sugar consumption 
which is supplied by beets. According 
to the figures presented by this study, 
beets which supplied in 1840 less than 5 
per cent of the world's sugar, in 1900 sup- 
plied 67 per cent of the greatly increased 
consimiption ; while cane, which then sup- 
plied 95 per cent of the world's sugar 
consumption, now supplies but 33 per 
cent. Stated in quantities, it may be 



said that the world's cane sugar supply 
has grown from 1,100,000 tons in 1840 to 
2,850/300 tons in 1900, an increase of 160 
per cent; while that of beets has grown 
from 50,000 tons in 1840 to 5,950,000 
tons in 1900, an increase of 11,800 per 
cent. 

The figures above quoted include that 
portion which enters into the world's sta- 
tistical record of sugar production, and 
does not include the large quantities of 
cane sugar produced in India and China 
exclusively for home consumption, and 
in a considerable number of the tropical 
countries does not include that portion of 
the sugar consumed at home. Even if 
these figures of cane sugar production for 
hcfiie consumption were obtainable, the 
production from beets would still show a 
much more rapid growth during the last 
half century than that from cane. This, 
is, apparently, due to two great causes: 
( I ) the elimination of slavery in the trop- 
ics, the seat of the principal sugar pro- 
duction : and (2) the intelligent study of, 
and government aid to the production of 
beet sugar in the temperate zone, es- 
pecially in European countries. 

One effect of this enormous increase and 
the competition which has accompanied the 
developments above alluded to has been a 
great reduction in prices to the consumer. 
The figures of the Bureau of Statistics ob- 
tained from statements supplied by Import- 
ers of the cost in foreign countries of the 
sugar which they import show that the aver- 
age cost Of the sugar Imported in 1871-2 was 
5.37 cents per pound, and in the year 1899- 
1900, 2.49 cents per pound. 

The sugar production of France has grown 
from 23,000 metric tons in the sugar year 
1839-40 to 805,000 tons in 1899-1900; that of 
Germany, from 12,659 metric tons in 1839-40 
to 1,875,000 tons in 1900-1901; Austria-Hun- 
gary, from 25,000 metric tons in 1853-54, the 
earliest date for which figures are obtain- 
able, to 1,120,000 tons in 1899-1900; Russia, 
from 19,000 metric tons in 1853-54 to 900,000 
tons in 1899-*6o; Belgium, from 12,000 metric 
tons in that year to 300,000 tons in 1899- 
1900; Holland, from 1,000 metric tona in 
1860-61 to 180,000 tons in 1899-1900. Turn- 
ing to the cane sugar producing aread, in 
which wae statistics are not available for so 
long a period, it is found that the exports 
from the Philippine Islands increased from 
23,416 metric tons in 1849 to 233,000 metric 
tons in 1896. From Cuba the exports in 1860^ 
were 537,491 tons and in 1894 968,750; in 
Hawaii tne production has grown from 11,- 
200 tons in 1876 to 243,470 tons in 1899. Java 
produced in 1884, 338,866 tons and in 1901, 
765,000 tons; and Brazil, which in 1834 pro- 
duced 268,335 tons, produced in 1901, 215,000 
tons. 

The table which follows shows the world's 
production of sugar from cane and beets, re- 
spectively, at decennial years from 1840 to 
1900, and the percentage supplied by beets: 





Cane 


Beet 


Supplied 




Sugar. 


Sugar. 


by Beet 


Year. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Per cent. 


1840 


1,100,000 


50,000 


4.35 


1850 


1,200,000 


200,000 


14.29 


1860 


1,510,000 


389,000 


20.43 


1870 


1,685,000 


831,000 


34.40 


1880 


1,852,000 


1,402,000 


43.08 


1890 


2,069,000 


3,633,000 


63.70 


1900 


2,850,000 


5,960,000 


67.71 



Literary Notes. 

Leslie Stephen's article on Robert Louift 
Stevenson, which The Living Age for Febru- 
ary 22 reprints from The National RevietOr 
is one of the most just and discriminating 
and at the same time one of the most bril- 
liant appreciations of Stevenson in recent 
periodical literature. The final word about 
Stevenson is perhaps yet to be written, but 
when written it will not be greatly unlike 
this. 

The leading article in The Living Age for 
February 22 on "Anglophobia in (Germany" 
is an almost startling revelation of the ex- 
tent to wnich the prevailing antipathy to 
the English is carried in Germany. There 
is fast coming to be a dangerous tension be- 
tween the two peoples. 



We print to-day on another page the ad- 
vertisement of the sale of the first New York 
beet sugar company, the machinery of which 
will be disposed of at public auction by Mr. 
S. M. Stevens, trustee, at his office. No. 17ft 
W. Dominick street, Rome, N. Y., April 21, 
1902, at 12 o'clock. A complete list of the 
machinery will be furnished to any one on 
application. The first New York beet sugar 
factory was constructed in 1897, but the 
farmers did not supply sufficient beets and 
consequently it was not a financial success. 
The machinery is excellent and the opportun- 
ity is a good one for those who desire ta 
purchase anything in this line. 



Trade Notes. 

Allen's Foundru — We desire to direct 
the attention of our readers to the 
advertisement of Mr. F. R. Allen, ap- 
pearing in this issue of the Plantek. 
Mr. Allen is the proprietor of one of the 
best foundries in the state, outside of the 
city of New Orleans, and he is prepared to 
do all sorts of sugar house repairs and is, 
in fact, already doing an immense amount of 
this work throughout the sugar district and 
doing it well. He has some testimonials 
from some of our largest sugar planters and 
by a careful personal supervision of all the 
work that comes into his shop he has built 
up a reputation for thoroughness and general 
excellence which is bringing him business 
every day. Any 01 our readers who are in 
need of repair work of any kind in connec- 
tion with their plantation railroads, their 
sugar houses, or any other portion of the 
property, would do well to communicate with 
Mr. Allen. 



Personal. 



Mr. S. A. AUeman, of Napoleonvllle, La.,, 
was in the city on Wednesday last and made 
his headquarters at the Hotel Denechaud. 

Hon. Thos. D. Kent, of Lafourche parish,, 
a highly esteemed citizen of that part of the 
state and a man who* has had extensive ex- 
perience in sugar planting, was at one of 
our leading hotels recently. 

Mr. Fred Wilbert, of Plaquemine, La., 
was at the Cosmopolitan hotel on Wednes- 
day last accompanied by his son, Mr. Wil- 
bert is one of tae proprietors of the Myrtle 
Grove plantation in Iberville parish. 

Mr. J. S. Tuttle, of Iberville parish, was 
registered at the St. Charles hotel one day 
during the past week. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBE8PONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather Is all right now as to tem- 
perature, but there is entirely too much rain 
to suit the crop interests of this section. 
The frequent precipitations have compelled 
a suspension of field work, a state of aftairs 
that is unsatisfactory to ail planters, and 
particularly so to the belated ones who have 
not yet finished the task of putting down 
their seed cane. Quite a number are in this 
predicament. Over at the "Miles Group," for 
instance. Managers Boote, Beckner and 
Saxon still have a little more planting to 
do on the Monroe, Hiverton and Clark 
places, while Managers Stephenson and 
Smith were lucky enough to get through 
this work at Orange Grove and Conway be- 
fore the pending wet spell set in. At Mrs. 
Jacobshagen's place, in upper St James, 
there is about a week's planting yet to be 
done. 

The manager of one of the largest places 
in this parish, replying to a note from "As- 
cension," asking for some items concern- 
ing the crops, says : "Tnere is no crop news. 
Too wet to do anything in this section. All 
waiting for dry weather. Never saw such 
knock-out weather at this season of the 
year." 

Ex-Manager J. W. Gleason, the popular 
and genial representative of the Averys in 
this territory, was here this week in the 
course of one of his frequent tours of the 
sugar country, and reported the cane all good 
wherever he had examined or inquired about 
it, but he found the atmosphere heavy, so 
to speak, with "bad weather kicks" from 
the planters and managers, those who have 
not wound up their planting naturally doing 
the most vigorous "kicking." "Most every- 
body is going in for oil," said Mr. Gleason, 
and this information is confirmed by the 
fuel dealers. Victor Loisel, of the erstwhile 
coal firm of Lioisel & Israel, which has been 
merged with the Louisiana Petroleum Com- 
pany, was heard to say this week, "We are 
selling lots of oil, but haven't sold a barge 
of coal as yet" The general adoption of 
the cheaper fuel' in lieu of coal is evidence 
of the fact that our planters appreciate the 
necessity, of taking advantage of every means 
of economizing the cost of plantation man- 
agement and cane production in order to 
maintain their Industry In the face of the 
conditions that have combined to gradually 
but steadily depress the prices of sugar and 
molasses from year to year. 

A gang of J. H. Murphy's men is at work 
on Hermitage plantation, across the river 
from Donaldsonville, putting up a 7,500-bar- 
rel oil tank, and during the summer the 
equipment necessary to change from coal to 
fuel-oil will be added to the Hermitage fac- 
tory's steam generating plant. Lebermuth & 
Israel have contracted (also with the Mur- 



phy shop) for an 8,000-barrel tank at Sata- 
burg, and "there are others" — many others. 
The Hermitage tank is to be round in shape, 
with a diameter of 46 feet and a height of 
25 feet. Manager F. N. LeBeuf is much 
pleased with the prospect of operating the 
oil-burning^ equipment at Hermitage during 
the next grinding campaign and looks for 
advantageous results from the imfprovement 
The Ascension Club will assemble in 
monthly conclave next Wednesday, and it is 
hoped that improved weather condftions will 
prevail by that time and encourage the plant- 
ers to attend the meeting and compare notes 
as to the general situation and outlook. 

ASCENSIOX. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL C0BRE8P0NDENCE.) 

Edit or Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has not been so favorable this 
week, there being entirely too much rain 
and moisture, and in consequence very little 
field work could be done, and, as all are 
anxious, the delay irritates. All tell us 
they are behind, everything is backward, but 
when we reflect that the cane is practically 
all planted and a good part scraped, the bet- 
ter part of ihe com in and much of it up, 
we find things are not as backward as they 
seem, xtie prospects for a good stand of 
cane as well as rice are splendid. 

The fall plant at the Catherine plantation 
of the J. Supple's Sons Planting Company, 
Limited, which was scraped a short while 
since is up to a pretty fair stand, and gives 
great promise, and so too does the fall plant 
at the Pecan plantation of Messrs. Barrow & 
LeBlanc. The Messrs. Supple will use oil 
for fuel this year. 

Another progressive planter who is con- 
templating the installation 01 oil burning 
machinery this year, is Mr. Leonce M. Soniat 
of Dorceyville. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay, accompanied by Mrs. 
Gay, returned from Hot Springs this week 
and Mr. Gay's friends will be glad to hear 
that his health has been entirely restored. 
Mr. Gay says they have yet large quantities 
of wood on their plantations wnich must be 
got out of the way and for that reason they 
will content themselves with this for fuel 
for the present year at least. 

At the Evergreen plantation Messrs. Hollo- 
way & Postell, of Plaquemine, after plant- 
ing all the land in cane which they had pre- 
pared for that purpose, found a. good lot of 
seed still on hand and find it necessary to 
succession a number of acres. These gentle- 
men got their crop in early last year and 
are among the few who are cancelling off 
mortgage indebtedness. 

Mr. Nelson Labarre and Mr. Eugene Tra- 
baux, of White Castle and Dorceyville, have 
contracted to sell their cane to the J. Sup- 
ple's Sons Planting Company^ Limited, at 
the rate of 75 pounds prime T. C. sugar 
per toii. 
Hon. Victor M. Lefebvre has acquired the 



tract of land belonging to Mrs. Odile Bur- 
goyne, and added it to his fine Australia plan- 
tation. 

District Court convened on Monday in 
regular jury session, with Hon. B. B. Talbot 
presiding. Mr. J. Stone Ware, of the 1st 
ward, a prominent young planter, was ap- 
pointed foreman of the grand jury. 

Land values in certain localities took a 
sudden jump this week and the undivided 
seventh interest in the Crescent plantation 
of the late John A, Dardenne on Bayou 
Plaquemine sold for $5,000.00, the largest 
price paid for this class of property for many 
years. The purchaser was the A. Wilbert's 
Sons Lumber & Shingle Company, of Plaque- 
mine. 

The improvement in the value of the in- ^ 
terior lands will, it is thought, lead to drain- 
age development, in which event it will be 
found that not one-fifth of Iberville's avail- 
able lands are in cultivation and that in a 
few years the rice and cotton acreage will be 
doubled. Ibeeville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL CORBKSPOZTDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week has been the worst on rec- 
ord this year. A downpour of rain Thurs- 
day night of last week put a quietus on field 
work Friday and Saturday, and, as another 
rainy speli set in last Sunaay and has con- 
tinued without cessation until this (Thurs- 
day) morning, it goes without saying that 
everything in an agricultural way Is almost 
at a complete standstill. If the enforced 
stoppage of field work were Uie only re- 
sult of these untimely rains, the situation 
would still be unpleasant enough, as on 
several places the work of spring planting 
has not yet been completed; but, worst of 
all, seed cane seems to be deteriorating. It 
could scarcely be otherwise when the fact 
is recalled that the plant was not In good 
condition because of the severe freeze of 
last December. In some places the stubble 
is coming up very nicely, but, of course, it 
is too early to form an opinion as to the 
probable nature of the stana. 

Mr. H. L. Laws, proprietor of the mag- 
nificent Cinclare factory in this parish, has 
purchased Mr. Andrew J. Sharp's Chenango 
plantation for a sum slightly in excess of 
$16,000. With his properties here and his 
recently acquired Interests on Bayou Teche 
in St. Mary, Mr. Laws will soon be one of 
the largest sugar producers in the state. 
West Baton Rouob. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL COKIUB8P02n>aNCI.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues unusually warm for 
the season, and could we get only a fair 
supply of sunshine it would be ideal for the 
crops. As it is the ground has dried very 
slowly and field work has been delayed there- 
by, and that too when field work is behind 
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as compared with the average year, and the 
necessity for hurrying it seems therefore 
the greater. The stubble under the genial 
influences of the warmer nights is rapidly 
popping out of the ground, and will soon, 
wh^re it nafl been shaved early, be marking 
the rows. This is also true of the fall plant, 
and of that planted in January. Many of 
those who planted^ early corn will be com- 
pelled to replant, as the heavy rains rotted 
the corn in the ground. We learn that steps 
have been taken to bring before the Police 
Jury of St. James an ordinance creating a 
drainage district composed of parts of the 
parishes of St. James, Ascension and As- 
sumption, and to be ki^own as "The Mis- 
sissippi and Lafourche Drainage* District" 
It is proposed to have the same ordinance 
ratified by the Police Juries of the parishes 
of Ascension and Assumption, and it is to 
be hoped feat work can be commenced at 
an early oate. The late Mr. Robt. Maurin 
was an earnest advocate of this measure, 
and it is to be regretted that he was not 
spared to see its successful completion. 

The writer recalls with pleasure a visit to 
Mr. Maurin''s hospitable home eight or ten 
years ago, and a conversation on this sub- 
ject in which Mr. Maurin clearly and forc- 
ibly pointed out the Immense advantages, 
that would be derived from a di^alnage sys- 
tem embracing this section. He was thor- 
oughly posted as to levels, etc., having been 
over most of the ground with a surveying 
party before the war. We hear that after 
Lent several marriages will occur, and so- 
ciety in Assumption is agog over the ap- 
proaching nuptials. Among attorneys in at- 
tendance upon Court this week were Judge 
Beattie and Mr. Howell of Lafourche, Messrs. 
Pugh and Gondran, of Ascension, and Mr. 
Miiyng, of St. Mary. District Court has ad- 
journed until next week. The appearance 
of a large steamboat in Bayou Lafourche 
was a subject of congr^,tulation, for it had 
been several months since we have had a 
large boat plying regularly in our trade. The 
present price of feed stuffs made the pro- 
ceedings of the last meeting of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Planters' Association particu* 
larly interesting reading for those running 
short of com. . More Anon. 



Iberia. 

This week has been a favorable one for 
the farming and planting interests. The 
amount of unplanted cane Is very small, next 
week will see the entire crop planted. The 
acreage will be almost as large as last year. 
There is a more confident feeling among 
cane planters owing to the splendid fight 
that has been made for our interests at 
Washington for a retention of the duties, and 
the work of the Brussels conference. 

While the question of reduction has not 
been fully settled, still it has been so nar- 
rowed down that it will not materially harm' 
the sugar Interests, If the compromise offer- 
ed of 20 per cent for one year is accepted. 



Our rice interests are on the boom, many 
new pumping plants can be seen in course of 
erection all along the bayou for an extent of 
forty miles ranging in capacity from 200 
acres to 2,000 acres. Iberia's rice crop for 
1902 will be a surprise when its figures are 
handed in next fall. 

Some old steamboatmen predict that the 
operation of so many pumps will sp decrease 
the stage of water, that only boats of light- 
est draught will be able to navigate. 

The thrift and energy of our sister town. 
Jeanerette, is very apparent to the visitor. 
Many new building^ are in course of con- 
struction, some of which are very ^ub6tantial 
and handsome, notably the two-story press- 
ed brick building being Erected by Col. Geo. 
W. Whitworth, postmaster. It will, add 
much to the appearance of the neighborhood, 
and will be used as a postoffice in the lower 
story. 

A large pumping plant is being erected at 
the lower limits of the town. A rice mill 
is also in contemplation, the stock for same, 
$50,000 having been subscribed, and organ- 
ization completed, headed by the best busi- 
ness talent of the town. A large pumping 
plant is also being erected at Hubertville, 
about a mile from Jeanerette, capable of ir- 
rigating several thousand acres, which will 
be tributary to this mill. 

Jeanerette is exhibiting a pluck, an energy, 
an enterprise that might well be followed 
by some of her more pretentious neighbors. 
— Enterprise. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPOKDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been a little more favor- 
able for the past week for farming purposes 
than for some time before. The parish was 
visited by two very good rains, just enough 
to make the rice recently planted come up, 
but not sufficient to fill the many empty cis- 
terns in this section of the country. The 
man who has planted his rice is rejoicing 
about the rains; the man that is just ready 
to plant is not- so well satisfied. There has 
been a considerable acreage of rice already 
planted and the next two weeks will be em- 
ployed entirely in planting rice. The acre- 
age will easily reach 50 per cent more than 
last yeat* and the outlook is good for a full 
crop. There are several hundred acres of 
Hce already up and in some sections they 
are getting ready to put water on it. The 
lands are being put in much better shape 
this year than they were last and more care 
exercised in many ways. Cane planting is 
about finished, and the acreage is less than 
half that of last year. The stand promises 
to be very good, the stubble is in first-class 
shape and the seed planted was perfect 
There is no one in the field yet to contract 
for cane and the cane growers seem to be at 
a loss to know what to do with it. The crop 
will be cultivated, however, and the owners 
will trust to luck to get rid of it Since the 



Caftery, Rose Hill and sonae other mills have 
gone into the hands of a receiver it begins 
to look as if the demand for outside cane 
will be very limited. The corn crop is being 
piit in and the acreage will be very large. In 
many places where water cannot be had tor 
rice irrigation farmers are plowing up their 
stubble cane and putting In corn. Corn is 
still In demand here and the price is ad- 
vancing every day. Rice straw hay, a pro- 
duct of the rice field that was never con- 
sidered to be of any value heretofore Is n6w 
selling for $9.00 and |10.00 per ton readily. 
The cotton crop is being put in and tlfe acre- 
age will be increased in some sections and 
in others it will be reduced. The total acre- 
age will not fall far short of last year's. 

The Rushmere Planting & Milling Com- 
pany, Limited, have closed contracts for 
two more wells on their plantation ten miles 
west of Abbeville. This will make six wells 
in all that they will have In operation. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

( SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCE. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A heavy fall of rain on the 20th Inst, fol- 
lowed by damp and showery weather on the 
23rd, 24th and 25th has caused no little de- 
lay to the planters and farmers who are 
now so anxious to push forward all field 
work and to finish planting as early as pos- 
sible. 

While some of the first planting of com 
Is now coming up and marking the rows it 
does not by any means signify that corn 
planting is over. Most of the farmers whom 
I have recently spoken to intormed me that 
they have yet many acres to plant in corn 
and unless the weather in^proves very much 
the first and even the second week In April 
will find some of them barely through. 

The cane planters are now looking for a 
spell of favorable weather in which to bar- 
off stubble and dig and scrape cane, finish 
corn planting and sowing seed beds for early 
hay and forage crops. , 

Prx)m what I can learn of the first year's 
stubble, it seems to be sound, which is, no 
doubt also the case with the older stubbles 
and wherever the stubble has been barred 
off and dug the indications are that satis- 
factory results will be had from all of it 
If the season should continue favorable from 
now on it will not be long before plant 
cane will begin to oreak through the earth to 
catch a breath of air and sunshine and with 
favorable conditions a splendid stand of 
cane may be expected. So far in this, the 
closing week of March, the temperature has 
been warm and damp which will influence 
cane and bring it up at an early date. It 
has been learned that the planters In the 
locality of Cottonport. L.ong Bridge, Ever- 
green and Bunkie, while at times delayed by 
rain, have still made considerable headway; 
the majority of the small farmers have, dur- 
ing the past week, finished planting com 
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and are engaged in the preparation of the 
soil for cotton planting. 

The town of Cottonport, situated some 
twelve miles east of Bunkie, and alonl; the 
line of the Avoyelles railroad, is one of the 
most progressive towns in the pari'sh. Its 
location in the midst of a ver^ fertile sec- 
tion, and its connection with the Texas & 
Pacific system and the river boats have 
made it a prosperous place and brought It 
rapidly to the front as a commercial and 
manulacturing center. If the weather clears 
up some of the ^nore advanced farmers will 
plant a few acres to cotton during the last 
days of th^s week. The planters residing in 
the locality of Bennettsville, Rapides parish, 
are said to be well advanced. Considerable 
cane has been planted there with a heavy 
acreage now being put in corn and cotton 
as fast as the weather will permit 

Dr. W. D. Haas, of Bunkie, is planting a 
considerable acreage on his Oak Land plan- 
tation to corn and cotton while on his big 
Oak Hall plantation he has planted a heavy 
acreage to cane with a fair acreage in corn, 
alfalfsi and cotton. 

As I go to mail this morning, the 26th 
inst, the temperature is 70 degrees and the 
weather is cloudy and Inclined to be show- 
ery, Ebin, 



St. James— Left Bank. 

(8PECIAI4 C0BBB8P0MDEKCE.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has alternated between cold, 
warm, dry and rainy for some time past and 
although the time has now come for spring 
to be fully with us with its usual fine 
weather, winter still seems to have a claim 
on us and it seems a almost impossible to 
make it take its final departure. We have 
had warmer weather since Saturday but it 
has been accompanied by mist and fog which 
is almost equivalent to a rain. The time has 
now come when every moment is needed by 
the busy planters, and those who have not 
terminated their planting are on the verge of 
doing so. All of them are busy doing some- 
thing or otner and are anxiously waiting for 
their crops to sprout forth so that they may 
know fully now they stand. They are anxi- 
ous to know Vhether the plant cane has been 
injured and if so to what extent. The rice 
planters are rapidly at work with their crops 
and with the rising river they are pleased 
to see that the expense of steam irrigation 
will be spared to them for a while. 

All the gardens are full of fine vegetables 
which so far have not sustained any injury 
from either cold or rain. Owing to the late 
spring the seeds were not planted early 
which saved them from the danger of being 
killed by a freeze. Here, as elsewhere, the 
planters are seriously stuaymg the question 
of fuel oil for the coming season and several 
have about deciaed to bum oil instead of 
coal. 

The Uncle Sam plantation of Mr. Jules 
Jacob is taking the lead in this new depar- 



ture and is already making the necessary 
arrangements. The use of oil is considered 
to be quite an economy and as this point 
must be strictly observed this year, owing 
to the unfavorable outlook for sugar, all 
measures tending to cut down expenses are 
being rapidly adopted. 

Mr. Cherbonnier, the owner and manager 
of the Helvetia plantation, wnose keen busi- 
ness eye never loses sight of any improve- 
ments which may be needed on that fine and 
orderly plantation, is now having a uniform 
wire fence erected along the entire front 
of the place which adds greatly to its al- 
ready neat appearance. 

We understand that the crop on Helvetia 
ranks among the earliest of the season, the 
planting having been terminated early in 
February. A civil term of District Court 
was in session during the past week and 
several prominent lawyers wfere present from 
New Orleans and from the different parishes. 
The case of Madison A Morrison was one of 
the most important ones on the docket. At 
3 p. m., to-day, Tuesday, the sun has not 
yet put in its appearance ana it looks like 
an autumn day instead of spiking. 

Convent. 



Trade Notes. 



Buffalo Forge Company — The Sauquoit 
Silk Manufacturing Company has recently 
placed an order with the Buffalo Forge Com- 
pany, of Buffalo, N. Y., for eight of their 
High Speed Automatic Engines which will 
be used in their works at Scranton, Pa., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., and Bethlehem, Pa., four at 
the first and two at each of the latter plants. 
These will be of the enclosed t3rpe, running 
in oil, which thus presents no difilculties in 
the way of damage to goods by throwing 
oil on them'. The engines will be located at 
various points throughout the factories and 
used principally as auxiliaries in the case 
of break-Qowns to the main engines, so that 
the separate sections of the mills may be 
kept running without loss of time. The de- 
creased elbciency of small, high speed en- 
gines over a central unit will be made up 
for in tnis case by the avoidance of belting. 



Callaway-Murphy Company — This is a well 
known firm of Beaumont, Texas, who are oil 
producers, shippers and exporters and they 
are not incorporated but do business as a 
firm, with all assets subject to liabilities. 
They are in the market for business, own- 
ing and controlling five of the best wells at 
SpindleTop Hill, Beaumont, Texas, with a 
daily capacity of three hundred and fifty 
thousand barrels. They own one hundred 
and eight tank cars besides barges and tugs 
and they have loading facilities for both 
rail and water shipments. They will carry 
accounts for the season upon satisfactory ar- 
rangements and can reach any point on the 
Red river, Mississippi river and Missouri 
river and on the Louisiana and Texas coast 
with their own tugs and barges, or any rail- 



road station where the freight rates will per- 
mit. 

Messrs. Callaway & Murpny are among the 
pioneers in the Southern oil field, having 
been shippers from the very beginning of Oil 
shipments and having already served the 
Texas, Liouisiana and European markets. 
They also own and install oil burning equip- 
ment, their I. X. L. oil burner being pro- 
nounced one of the best and most economical 
in the market. Blue prints for oil burning 
equipment for steam ships, tugs or station- 
ary plants will be furnished upon applica> 
tion and any business entrusted to them 
will have careful and prompt attention. 

This firm will open, after April first, aa 
ofllce in New Orleans, with Mr. F. C. Mur- 
phy in charge, and a competent corps of 
assistants in the equipment department. 



Austin d Western Company, Limited — We 
print elsewhere in this issue the advertise- 
ment of this concern which owns and oper* 
ates one of the largest and most complete 
manufacturing plants in the world for the 
making of road machinery, ditch digging ma- 
chinery, etc. They make a large number of 
different machines and have spent years- 
studyi^ the question of turning out the 
most effective appliances for the special work 
to be done. They make an especially valu- 
able machine for making open ditches and 
for draining marshy lands or lands which 
are subject to periodical overfiows. On the 
sugar plantations there is a large demand 
for such a machine and considerable , busi- 
ness is now being done with the sugar plant- 
ing community and this business will, with- 
out doubt, be largely increased as the merit 
of their machines becomes more fully known. 
The illustration herewith shows their revers- 
ible road machine engaged in the work of 
making lateral ditches and their new era ma- 
chine making an irirlgatlng canal. 



Wehh's Texas Stock Specific — Elsewhere 
in this issue we print the advertisement of 
the Morris & Dickson Company, Limited, of 
Shreveport, La., who are the sole proprietors 
and manufacturers of the above mentioned 
remedy for stock which has been used all 
throughout this section and is pronounced 
to be one of the most excellent specifics 
ever presented to the public. In their ad- 
vertisement appears a letter from that well 
knawn sugar planter, Mr. G. W. Sentell, of 
' Bunkie, La., and Mr. Sentell is so widely 
known that anything he may say carries 
with it a great deal of weight The Morris & 
Dickson Company, Limited will be glad to 
supply full information on request. 



Mr. Chas. A. O'Neill, of Franklin, La., was 
at the Hotel Grunewald during the past 
week. Mr. O'Neill is a prominent attorney 
of St Mary parish and is interested to some 
extent in sugar planting. He is a congenial 
and well informed gentleman and very popu- 
lar among a wide circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

Berlin, MaAch 8, 1902. 

(SPECIAL CORJIESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The first days of the period under review 
were dry and cool, but, towards the middle 
of the week, the temperature rose to quite a 
summer-like degree, so that it was generally 
believed that spring was close at hand. This, 
however, proved a somewhat premature 
view and yesterday damp and cold weather 
set in again with some local moist precipita- 
tions. This latter circumstance is, with re- 
gret, taken as indicative of a wet spell which 
would be very disappointing to fai'mers, 
who, in dry sites, had begun field work with 
the hope of achieving in this respect a good 
«tep forward. The weather oetween winter 
and spring in this climate is always very 
tinsettled, and it seems that the present sea- 
sop makes no exception to the rule. A great 
variety of meteorological conditions have 
also prevailed in the other beet growing 
countries and in most of them the drying up 
of the soil and attempts to resume field work 
are not even so far advanced as in this 
country, more especially in Russia, where, 
After a very mild winter, the spring has been 
ushered in with a severe cold spell and 
several heavy snow falls. As to the latter 
country I beg to add that the minister of 
finance has recently issued his. decree with 
regard to the calculation and distribution of 
the last crop. From the data to hand we 
gathef that inclusive of the stock carried 
over from last year 63,610,092 poods of sand 
(crystal sugar) are available. Of this quan- 
tity 39 millions of poods (—710,382 long 
tons raw sugar) are destined for home con- 
sumption, 5,(J00,000 of poods must be held 
by the factories and 19,706,000 poods —358,- 
900 tons raw value, from the so called free 
stock which when brought on the home mar- 
ket must pay a higffer tajc or must be export- 
ed. One of these days the sugar manufactur- 
ers of Russia will assemble at Kfew and on 
the order of the programme of this meeting 
also the reduction of beet sowings is placed, 
which is there, as much, as in any other 
country, an urgent necessity, for the more 
Russia is forced to export the smaller are 
the profits deriveu from the high prices ob- 
tained on the interior marKets, more particu- 
larly at the present time when the markets 
of the world are glutted. 
* The convention for the abolition of the 
bounties is now an accomplished fact, and 
its final agreement took place on the 5th 
inst. The fluv^ings of the convention are to 
take force on September 1st, 1903. Some 
parties believed it would take force already 
in 1902, an opinion which caused some specu- 
lation, but, of course, with ill success. On 
the 6th inst. the meeting at Berlin of sugar 
manufacturers and farmers, announced in 
my last letter, took place, with an unusually 
large attendance, about 1,000 persons being 
present, which goes to show with what an 



amount' of anxiety the developments in the 
bounty matter are observed. The orators of 
the day, with a few exceptions, pointed out 
that if the abolition of the bounties was 
carried out, the German sugar industry 
would be placed in a very precarious posi- 
tion, but still more it was regretted that the 
protective duty was to be reduced from M. 
20 to M. 4.50 for 100 kilograms. For this 
latter provision is aimed as a blow at the 
Kartels. which, it is believed, can no longer 
exist with such a minimum of protection for 
there would* be the danger ahead that for- 
eign sugar would be imported under certain 
circumstances. Other gentlemen, on the con- 
trary, believed that the abolitton of the 
bounties was the right thing, as sugar then 
would become cheap and consumption would 
Increase and prices would also advance so 
that the loss of the bounties would partly be 
compensated for. Speeches of this kind, 
however, met with little approbation and 
finally a resolution was adopted to the effect 
that for the present no definite attitude 
should be taken, as the situation was still 
too new and uncleared and that the indus- 
try should be confident that the leading or- 
gans of it would, as hitherto, take all care 
possible to devote their energies to the in- 
terests of the industry and of the allied 
agriculturists. Taken for granted that the 
abolition of the bounties be accepted by all 
legislative bodies concerned in the question, 
and Consequently practically realized, the 
sugar Industry of many countries, most par? 
tlcularly that of Germany, France and Aus- 
tria, would nave to turn over a new leaf and 
then it may be doubtful in the case of many 
now flourishing sugar producing establish- 
ments, whether it will survive, nay even 
whole countries may be confronted with the 
question of whether they can carry on an 
Industry which so far has enjoyed the pow- 
erful help of the state. But I think that In 
spite of the signing of cue convention, there 
Is much room for doubt that the agreement 
will be carried out. The chamber of the 
French sugar syndicate has already passed a 
resolution wherein they complain that the 
government In consenting to the agreement, 
had forgot the promises which they had 
made in favor of sugar Industry aud agricul- 
ture and a French delegate of the confer- 
ence Is said to have given vent to his doubts 
that no French ministry would be able to 
carry the convention through the chambers. 
In Germany, as hardly need be mentioned, 
the convention will be fought to the bitter 
end. 

The markets, as alluded to above, were 
again influenced by the news rrom Brussels, 
but this time this Influence proved very un- 
favorable, as a great many operators had 
largely bought In the hope that the conven- 
tion would take force on September 1st, 
1902, and now seeing that this was not tlie 
case began to sell and thereby demoralized 
the market entirely, so that at the close of 
the week actual 88 per cent sugar Is not 



quoted at all, whilst delivery March at Ham- 
burg dropped to 6.525 f. o. b. In refined no 
change to report. Robert HENiao. 



Havana. 

Havana, Mabch 23, 1902. 
(special cobbbspoicdbncb.) 
Editor LfOuisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — ^After mailing my previous 
letter, a good demand suddenly sprung up 
and, owing to the sharp competition between 
speculators and exporters, for the acquisition 
of parcels brought forward, by planters In 
need of money, to meet pressing wants, a 
fair amount of sales were effected at prices 
a fraction above the limits of 1% cents per 
pound, that the New York quotations allow- 
ed them to pay; several lots were also sold 
by planters who fear that the large agglomer- 
ation of stocks will soon cause prices here 
to decline further and they took advantage 
of the good disposition of buyers to get rid 
of part of their stocKS at the small establish- 
ed advance. 

Sales add up about 150,000 b^ centrifu- 
gals, 95 to 96j(^ test, at from 1% to 1% cents 
per pound, at which prices the market closes 
well supported, though rather quiet, owing 
to the reluctance of both buyers and sellers 
to continue operating at same figures. 

Crop Reports — Planters and cane growers, 
especially in the low lands of the central 
part of the island, still complain of the short- 
age of the yield of cane which they attribute 
to the excess of moisture during the past 
summer and earlier part of the autumn; in 
most of the dther districts the yield in both 
cane and juice continues satisfactory and 
grinding accordingly progressed, well, de- 
spite the discouragement produced by low 
prices and the delay of Congress In solving, 
in one way or the other, the question of 
tariff concessions. 

On account of the unfavorable prospects 
for next year, the number of planters who 
are preparing their fields, is quite reduced 
and there is as yet no indication as to any 
increase over last year's acreage, since the 
present condition of the markets does not 
Justify such Increase. 

The status created by the downfall of 
prices and the certainty that sugars of the 
crop now under way will not derive any 
benefit from the reduction In duties, in the 
United States, have compelled the proprie- 
tors of a certain number of factories, in the 
district of Cienfuegos, to pay hands, for 
throwing away their molasses, a scheme that 
is more advantageous to them than any other 
they might adopt, since they are utterly un- 
able to sell it, at any price, and their loss 
would be considerably increased if they at 
tempted to convert it into sugar. 

On the oiaer hand, several cane growers* 
In the same locality, who are not Indebted, 
or are In condition to settle accounts with 
their creditors, either by refunding advances 
received, or through special agreements be- 
tween Interested parties, have determined to 



Digitized by 



Google 



March 29, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUPACTUHBK. 



207 



suspend at once cane cutting, and leave it 
in the fields until the condition of the mar- 
Itet improves or not grind It until next year, 
since the market value of the sugar they 
receive in payment of their cane, somewhat 
less than 150 pounds for each cartload of 
2,500 pounds, delivered alongside the planta- 
tion carrier, does not cover the expenses they 
have to incur. 

Accumulated 8tocks — The crop has now 
a.ttained its highest point and receipts at all 
tbe shipping ports of L..e island, having con- 
siderably Increased during the past weeks, 
a.11 the warehouses are chock full and un- 
less a strong export movement takes place 
ere long, there will soon be no room wherein 
■to store the large quantity of sugar that still 
remains on the plantations, or at all the 
railway stations, and that whlcH is manu- 
factured henceforward. T. D. 



Trinidad. 

Not very much that is new can be reported 
under this heading for the past fortnight. 
*rhat the dry season has set in there can be 
no doubt; but at the same time planters are 
•experiencing some anxiety on account 6f the 
occasional indications still noticeable that 
there may yet be a good deal too much rain 
for satisfaction. Those who are, or pi'ofess 
to be weather-wise are prophesying a long 
dry season. 

In the majority of cases grinding opera- 
tions have commenced on the sugar estates; 
especially in the Naparimas; and on some the 
yield is considered very satisfactory, while 
the crystals produced are in all cases cer- 
tainly deserving of a higher price than they 
seem likely to secure. On some estates, how- 
ever, we have heard complaint that the De- 
cember rains are still having an ii^fluence 
in the weakening of the percentage of the 
yield A special report from our Naparima 
correspondent says: 

"The Palmiste TJsine has commenced 
finding operations. The factory has under- 
gone a complete transformation. The prin- 
<;ipal among tne improvements and attrac- 
tions bein^ (1) the removal of one of the 
mills so as to prevent the long exposure qf 
the once crushed canes, after they have left 
the first mill and before getting to the dou- 
l>le crusher. Long exposure on the usual 
carrier system is>supposed to take away a 
portion of their saccharine matter. (2) The 
new style of furnace and boiler. The fire in 
the furnace is fanned by a huge revolving 
fan which blows the fire against the under 
part of the boilers. (3) The erection of 
several new filter presses by which the juice 
Is thoroughly freed from all foreign matter 
whatever before being converted into crys- 
tals. These are a few of the more important 
alterations and there are many others. 

By the last American steamer arrived a 
couple of i^ouisiana pan boners, and a chem- 
ist who have been employed to take off the 
crop according to the Louisiana method. It 
is to be hoped, as we believe is anticipated, 
that the experiments being made at Palmiate 



Usine will revolutionize the sugar industry 
in Trinidad. The factory has undertaken to 
grind a large amount of farmers' canes, 
which they offer 8|- per ton to commence 
with, to rise as the crystals rise in the Am- 
erican market. 

Since our las^ mail letter all the remaining 
factories Down South have commenced 
^grinding operations and the whole of the 
sugar producing district of the Island is 
hard at wo^-k in the manufacture of sugar 
for the London and American markets. The 
extremely low quotation for crystals contin- 
ues to prevent the promised rise in the 
price paid for farmers' canes, which on the 
majority of plantations is now 8/- per ton; 
a figure which it is said does not pay the 
price of cultivation. At Reform though only 
7/6 is paid, yet the proprietor, Mr. W. San- 
derson, gives advantages that are not held 
out by those who pay the higher price and 
thus his 7/6 means more to them than the 
8/- of Malgretout, Palmiste and others. At 
Malgretout considerable dissatisfaction has 
been occasioned to the farmers whose canes 
that factory was to grind, on account of their 
inability to take as much at a time-as they 
expected they would have been able to, with 
the unfortunate result that many farmers 
on Garth and the neighboring land have cut 
their canes which lay low on the ground for 
several days while the factory orders their 
removal as tney require, which is only a few 
tons per day. Reform is being well patron- 
ized by the cane farmers and the mill yard is 
filled almost every day with a veritable fiOod 
of their canes. Mr. Sanderson has indeed 
proved himself a benefactor to the industry 
and the hope is that he will be able to hold 
on to the last at even the present low figure. 

Palmiste entered the campaign last week 
and thousands of cart loads of farmers' 
canes were taken at the yard, but some of 
the new machinery proved not to work well, 
with the result that operations were un- 
avoidably suspended for some days. 

It is said that on this factory experiments 
are to be made with "Golden Bloom,'' to be 
used in the centrifugals instead of Blummer 
in the vacuum pans. The €H>lden Bloom is 
supposed to be preferable to Blummer , which 
has been ascertained to contain poisonous 
acids. 

The new coloring will, It Is said, compel 
the manufacture of sugar which shall polar- 
ize higher than sugar colored by the means' 
of Blummer, as all the molasses has first to 
be removed from the crystals by the use of 
water, which leaves them gray, when the 
''Golden Bloom'' imparts a ricn golden color. 
In Oropouche district the Mondesir and La 
Fortune plantations are hard at work in the 
sugar campaign, and judging from all one 
sees a good crop is anticipated. 

The weather continues most desirable, and 
if it would only hold out so with, perhaps, 
slight showers to water the young plants 
getting ready for next year, nothing better 
could be desired. 

Hot, dusty weather prevails with a high 



northeasterly wind. Ine heat in the day is 
enervating and the cold winds early in the 
morning rather severe." — Port of Spain 
Gazette, Feb. 1 . 



Hawaii. 

Honolulu, March 12, 1902. 
(special cokbbbpondbkcb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The heaviest rains for year$ fell on the 
islands of Hawaii and Maui during the week 
just past. The riainfall oif Oahu, though 
quite heavy, did not touch the lowest amount 
of fall on either of the other islands. The 
worst storm was in Hamakua district, 
where, a few months ago, drought killed all 
the cane for miles around, and destroyed for- 
ests and all vegetation. The damage by the 
rain was almost as heavy, in one place the 
fall for the seven days reaching the enor- 
mous total of eighty-four incnes. hi ^ama- 
kua the weather had been dry up to thi 
end of February, and cane began to sufter, 
when the downpour began. The average 
fall was ten inches per day, but the storm 
has not subsided. The plantatidns in that 
district suffered damages to the amount of 
thousands of dollars, not only by reason of 
injury to the growing cane, but by the de- 
struction of fiumes, railroad tracks, etc. On 
Maui the rainfall for the weeK ranged from 
26 to 37 inches. By some the rainfall is 
considered a blessing, in spite of the damage 
to the crops. The damage done to the fields 
on both the islands is considerable, especially 
on the land which has been plowed lately, 
and where the cane was planted late. 

The troubles of the Kona Sugar Company 
are still unsettled, though the creditors have 
succeeded in getting the affairs of the com- 
pany out of the clutches of Judge Hum- 
phreys. The creditors have agree<^ upon an 
assignee for the company, who it is said 
has agreed to furnish the required money, 
to fioat the company. The incident was very 
unfortunate both for the creditors and stock- 
holders of the company. All parties had 
agreed upon a receiver when the matter was 
submitted to the courts, but Judge Hum- 
j)hreys refused to appoint the man agreed 
upon, and named a partner of a relative. 
The parties to the suit, when they found it 
impossible for the receiver to raise the 
needed funds, asked to have the case dis- 
missed which was done, but only after con- 
siderable expense had been incurred in feep 
and costs. Humphreys severely "roasted" the 
bankers for what he called an attempt to 
"dictate" to aim. 

Hamoa plantation on the island of Maui 
has advertised its mill and machinery for 
sale and will quit business. The action is 
taken because of the fact that the company 
has never been making money, but after an 
unsuccessful fight of seven years, it was de- 
cided to quit The stockholders are all 
wealthy men, and will not suffer much from 
the action. The plantation never paid, even 
when sugar was 4% cents per pound, and 
with the price far below that figure now. 
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and the government giving notice of an in- 
crease in rents, it was decided to be for the 
best interests of the plantation to abandon 
the property. The only reason given for the 
failure is that the land was not suitable for 
sugar cultivation, the seven hundred acres 
being rocky and covered wltn weeds. The 
land under cultivation was in small patches 
and much of it cannot be worked with a 
plough. 

Hawaiian sugar planters own the ma- 
jority of the stock in the new California and 
Hawaiian Sugar Refinery which was started 
at Crockett, Cal.. last week. The new refin- 
ery was not promoted for the purpose of at- 
tacking the trust but as an anchor to wind- 
ward to protect the planters from the trust 
in case the latter went after a bigger slice 
of the products than it is entitled to. With 
a refinery of their own which could be en- 
larged to meet requirements, the trust could 
not compel th» planters to sell their crop for 
whatever they were willing to offer. The 
stock of the new refinery was subscribed for 
by the plantations on the basis of their crop 
production, and the proposition that the pro- 
fits of refining and the protection to their 
interests as sellers of raw sugar was equiva- 
lent to five dollars per ton on their crop. 
The stock, it Is report^, is to be paid for 
in installments, one of which has already 
been paid. It is the opinion of the planters 
generally that the interest of the planta- 
tions in the refinery, enabled them to get 
better terms for their raw sugar from the 
trust than they would otherwise have been 
enabled to do, when the new contracts were 
made a tew months ago. 

The 3ury in the second trial of the Hono- 
lulu Plantation Company case fixed the value 
of the condemned property at $102,535 which 
the United States will probaoty pay. This is 
at the rate of |276 for the sugar land or 
$167 per acre for the entire tract of 561 
acres, Including the waste landl The first 
verdict of the jury was for $105,000 which 
Judge Estee set aside because It was ex- 
cessive. Kaka. 



Sugar in flexico. 

The sugar planters of the state of Morelos 
have commenced cane cutting for the crop 
of 1902, which is expected to exceed last 
year's production by very many tons. Near- 
ly all the plantations In the state have now 
the most modern machinery for making su- 
gar, in order to meet the competition of the 
new and extensive plantations fitted with 
the most improved machinery in several 
other states where sugar-growing has taken 
an active impulse, as already mentioned in 
these columns. The planters of Morelos 
have acquired the conviction that to keep 
pace with the times It is necessary to aban- 
don the old routine and accept the evolution 
introduced by modern systems into agricul- 
ture. Several of the Morelos estates have 
completed important irrigation works, others 
are in construction, and still others are un- 



der study. A very important irrigation work 
is that Initiated by the proprietor of two es- 
tates, the Santa Clara and tne Tenango, who 
obtained a concession to utilize the necessary 
water from the Cuautla river. Its cost will 
be fully $200,000, and will probably be fin- 
ished this year in time for the cane of the 
1903 crop. Another irrigation work of im- 
portance and extension is that now being 
constructed through the lands of Tlaltiza- 
pan, in the Jojutla district, for which the 
water will be taken from the Verde river. 
The Morelos planters are alert and active, 
and with the improvements ma^e and being 
made, the state is striving to maintain its 
long-held rank a^ the foremost sugar pro- 
ducer of Mexico. And in this it is very ef- 
fectively aided by the two railways which 
traverse its fields — the Mexico, Cuernavaca 
& Pacific on one 8i<)e and the Interoceanlc on 
the other. Mexico's sugar crop of 1899 was 
68,607,652 kilograms, worth ^13,283,338, of 
which Morelos produced 26,296,491 kilo- 
grams, representing $4,776,603. The 1902 
Morelos crop will be fully 20 per cent more. 
— Modern Mexico. 



Sugar in the Philippines. 

Manila exported raw sugar to the value 
of $501,835.00 gold last year, upon which 
duty was paid amounting to $20,653.00 gold. 
Of this sugar exported, $24,154 worth was 
subsequently imported, paying duty to the 
amount of $8,437. It will thus be seen that 
this primitive method of transacting busi-. 
ness is a losing transaction for the people 
of the Philippines. The sugar used here 
should be refined in the Philippines. Not 
only that, but the sugar exported should be 
exported In refined form, and the sugar used 
by the army of occupation, Instead of being 
brought here in transports, should be pro- 
duced and refined nere. — Manila Times, 



Economic Devices in Hawaii. 

KuKATAi', PAAriLo. Hawii, Feb. 10, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The low price of sugar and the uncertainty 
of the labor question are calling for more 
careful management, more economic meas- 
ures, and more labor saving devices than 
were ever known before and I am glad to 
say much progress* has been made in these 
directions. One of the chief requirements 
at the present time is a cheaper and quicker 
method of handling the ^ugar, so that all 
manner of labor saving devices are now 
being used to expedite this part of the pro- 
cess of manufacture. It will be seen that 
some progress has been made in this direc- 
rection when it is stated that at the Waiakea 
mill one man does all of the bagging and 
weighing of the sugar. This mill turns out 
about 70 tons in twenty-four hours and the 
result is something remarkable. I should 
say, however, that the usual practice, here, 
is to have one man for two machines, but at 
this mill they do better than this as they 
only have one man for two machines, while 



drying the high grades, while one man runs 
four machines in drying the lower grades,. 
And does the bagging and weighing of the 
sugar besides. 

I noticed quite a number of improvements 
in this mill which I think could be adopted 
more generally in other mills. One was an 
automatic regulating steam valve, for re- 
ducing the pressure of the live steam to 20 
pounds, for use on the vacuum pans, which 
is said to be a great Improvement, as sugar 
boils at this temperature more satisfactorily 
than at a higher temperature; while at the 
same time, there Is not so much danger of 
blowing out iolnts, or breaking of the coils. 
I also noticed a Snow pun^p for the tall pipes 
of vacuum pans, triple effects, etc., which, it 
is claimed, pumps the steam, as well as the 
water of condensation back to the boilers. 
They also made a novel discovery here, in 
the working of multiple effects, which may 
be of use to other engineers, and which ac- 
counts, perhaps, for some of the troubles 
elsewhere. The trouble in this case was 
caused by coupling the exhaust pipe of the 
Westinghouse engine to the main exhaust 
pipe, and as these engines throw over a con- 
siderable amount of oil into the exhaust pipe, 
a coating of oil was soon formed upon the 
inside of the effects, which very aodn affected 
the efliciency of the triple effects, so the cd- 
gineer turned the exhaust of this engine out- 
doors. One niill on Oahu Is said to ha^e 
had a great deal of trouble on this account 

At the Onomea mill quite a number of 
improvements are seen, one of which is to 
elevate the sugar to the top of the mill and 
lay it there. Then all there is to do is to 
slide it down to Its place. This is a good 
system, as the sugar at times has to be piled 
30 bags high, during bad weather. They have 
also made a perfect transformation in their 
Deming superheat clarification apparatus; 
so that the own makers would not know it 
now. They have done this by simplif]rlng 
the process, and taking away about two- 
thirds of it, and which se^ms to be a decided 
gain. As the total sugar polarized over 98, 
it speaks for Itself. Water wheels are large- 
ly used for mill purposes, which causes a 
great saving in fuel. The Hamakua mill and 
the Kukaiau mills are now putting in sugar 
bagging machines, and at tae Kukaiau mill 
the sugar will be elevated In a tiimilar man- 
ner to that at Onomea. Geo. Osbobne. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported specially for the LonsiANA 
Planter by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
building, Washington, D. C. 

Patwt No. 695,795 for Converting Cellu- 
l04f \n%9 bugar, Granted March 18, 1902. to 
A. Classen, Aachen, Germany. 

Patent No. 695,702 for Process of Recover- 
ing Sugar, Granted March 18, 1902, to A. 
Wohl, Charlottenburg, and A. Kollrepp, Ber- 
lin, Germany. 
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BBBT SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

The past week has given a continuation 
of bounteous rains, with proportionately 
better crop prospects. On Saturday night 
and Sunday morning a steady rain amounted 
to 1.32 inches, and again on fWednesday 
night a shower of .64 of an inch fell. This 
makes a total since Fel?ruary 22 of 5.66 
inches, and for the season 10.56 inches. All 
this recent rain has come in gentle shower*?, 
and at such intervals as to all soak into the 
soil to the best advantage. The ground is 
now well soaked to a good depth. 

A heavy grain and hay crop is now as 
practically assured as could be possible at 
this season. All vegetation is making a 
wonderfully rapid growth. 

It is safe to say that the prospects ior a 
beet crop, both in acreage and yield, are 
better to-da.y than they have been at any 
time for iive years past. There will be plant- 
ed for the Chino factory between 9,000 and 
10,000 acres — ^probably nearer the latter fig- 
ure. Putting a very conservaftive estimate 
of yield oa this acreage, the agricultural 
department of the beet company figures on 
at least 90,000 tons of beets to be workea 
at this factory. This will mean a four 
months' campaign with all its incident ac- 
tivity in la^bor and business. 

We have yet a month of the rainy season 
abead of us, and may reasonably expect such 
showers as are needed to carry the crops 
along to maturity. 

Orchardists are also rejoicing. No more 
irrigation will be required until summer and 
tiie lower roots of the trees find plenty of 
moisture. 

All in all, the outlook is brig'ht, and there 
is good reason for rejoicing. — Champion, 
March 7. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

There was recently purchased by T. R. 
Cutler, of Utah, one-half the stock of the 
Utah Sugar Company, for which he paid |1,- 
334.934. 



New Haven, Indiana, has entered the field 
of beet sugar factory a&pi rants, and has bad 
an enthusiastic meeting in connection there- 
with. It is runxpred that the factory at Kal- 
amazoo, Mich., which has found some diffi* 
culty iu getting beets, might be moved to 
New Haven, if sufficient Inducement were 
oftered. It is also said that a factory to 
cost $100,000 will be built. 



The Sioux Beet Syrup & Preserving Com- 
pany, capitalized at |100,000, has been or- 
ganized in Iowa. 



The Kalamazoo, Mich., Beet Sugar Com- 
pany is contracting in Williams county, O., 
for sugar beets, for whch they will pay $4 
per ton delivered to the cars. The company 
furnishes seed at 15 cents per pound. 



Mr. H. S. Dyer will fill the position of su- 
perintendent of the Continental Sugar Com- 



pany's factory at Fremont, Ohio, left vacant Geismar, at the agricultural experiment sta- 
by the resignation of Mr, R. S. Bulla. tion at Chatham, Alger county. 



There are rumors that a b^et sugar plant 
may be erected att Delphos, Ohio, provided the 
soil -is adapted to beet raising. 



The annual statement of the Binghamp- 
ton Beet Sugar Company shows that the 
company paid to the farmers for beets $200,- 
000, $50,000 of which was the state sugar 
bounty. Five thousand tons of coal were 
used in handling the crop, which resulted 
in over five million pounds of white sugar. 
At the annual meeting of the Binghampton 
Beet Sugar Company Mr. Julius B. Rogers 
was elected president, T. B. Crary, vice pres- 
ident; C. C. Jackson, secretary and treasu- 
rer. 



On March 8 an interesting beet sulgar talk 
was given by Prof. W. A. Henry, director of 
the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at Watertown. 

\ '• 

Beaver Dam, Wis., has held a mass meeting 
of citizens In the interest of a beet sugar 
factory. 



Provided Cuban sugars do not come in free 
and provided also that a beet acreage of 
3,500 acres is guaranteed in the vicinity, the 
town of Kaukauna, Wis., will have a beet 
sugar factory built there by the Menomonee 
Falls company. The plant will cost $450,000. 



It is reported that the beet acreage in 
Johnson county, Nebraska, will be increased 
this year. 



The American Beet Sugar Company at 
Grand Island, ^eb., has already contracted 
for over 2,289 acres and as six weeks still 
remain before the opportunity for contracts 
will be closed, the company expects to large- 
ly exceed last year's acreage. 



Two hundred acres of beets will be raised 
at Hastings, Minn., for the Minnesota Sugar 
Company of St. Louis Park. The beets will 
be cultivated and harvested by Russians 
from South St Paul. This company is also 
making contracts at Le Sueur, Minn., for 
beets. 



As a means of preserving harmony be- 
tween the beet growers and the factories it 
is proposed that all contracts for beets be 
made through the Beet Growers* Association 
and have the companies dispense with beet 
acreage solicitors. 



The beet factory at Rochester, Mich., has 
contracted for 200 acres of beets between 
the towns of Burton and Ortonville. The 
beets will be shipped over the electric rail- 
way. 



The St Louis Sugar Company, capitalized 
at $400,000, will erect a beet sugar factory 
in Gratiot county, Michigan. 

Those Michigan farmers desiring sugar 
beet seed for experimental purposes are re- 
quested to apply to Superintendent L. M. 



The Valley Sugar Company's new factory 
at Carrollton, Mich., is rapidly getting into 
shape. The factory when completed will 
have a daily capacity of 600 tons of beets. 



It is reported that at the annual meeting 
of the Wolverine Sugar Company, held early , 
in the month, it was voted to sell the factory 
and have it removed from Benton Harbor, 
Mich., before pext fall. The failure of the 
state to pay the bounty is said to have ruined 
the company. The company was organized 
three years ago with a full paid capital of 
$200,000. 



The West Bay City Sugar Company is 
being sued by Bartlett, Hayward & Co., of 
Baltimore, for $100,000, alleged to be due un- 
der a contract. After this suit is over the^ 
sugar company's suit against Bartlett, Hay- 
ward & Co. for $200,000 damages alleged to 
have been sustained by delay in building the ' 
factory, will be taken up. 



On February 27 the month's test run of 
the German-American factory at Bay City, 
Mich., was begun^ This test will be under 
the supervision of Mr. D. Jessurun, of Alma. 



Improvements to the extent of $200,000 
will be put in this year at the Caro, Mich., 
factory. 

The Portland Sugar Company is striving 
earnestly to secure a sugar factory for Port- 
land, Mich., this season. 



The Port Austin Sugar Company has ar- 
ranged with the Sanilac Sugar Company of 
Croswell, Mich., to handle the beets arranged 
at Port Austin this year. 



The Lansing factory will have about 1,000 
acres of beets raised in tne vicinity of Wll- 
liamston and Weberville inis year. 



A machine for pulling and topping sugar 
beets has been inventea by M. W. Palmer, 
of Hamilton, Mich. At Owosso, Mich., a su- 
gar beet weeder and thinner has been in* 
vented by J. H. Strahle, and L. C. Cheney, 
of the same town has patented a beet har- 
vester, which will do tne work of a dozen 
hands. 



The New York State senate has amended 
the annual bill appropriating fuhds for sugar 
bounties in that state, cutting down the 
bounty to one-half cent per pound and re- 
ducing the appropriation from $100,000 to 
$50,000. 



Mr. B. H. Dyer, of Cleveland, O., has the 
contract for building tne beet sugar factory 
at Berlin, Canada. 



It is reported by the Canadian press that 
Capt. Davidson, of Bay City, Mich., will in- 
vest $2,000,000 in sugar factories in Ontario. 
Besides the plants at Wallaceburg and Dres- 
den, now in process of erection, his company 
will probably build two more plants, one in 
Essex county and one in Middlesex. 
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Brussels Sugar Conference. 

Minuter Townsend transmits from Brus- 
sels, March 6, 1902, the following transla- 
tion of the sugar convention signed March 5. 

1. — CONVENTION CONCERNING THE SUGAR 
REGIME. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, 
King of Prussia, in the name of the German 
Empire; His Majesty the E«mperor of Aus* 
tria, King of Bohemia, etc., and Apostolic 
King of Hungary; His Majesty the King of 
the Belgians; His Majesty the King of Spain 
and, in his name, Her Majesty the Queen 
Regent of the Kingdom; the President of 
the French Republic; His Majesty the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the British Possession beyond 
the Seas, Emperor of India; His Majesty 
the King of Italy; Her Majesty the Queen 
of the Netherlands; His Majesty the King of 
Sweden and Norway — 

Desiring, on one hand, to equalize the 
conditions of competition between beet and 
cane sugars from different sources and, on 
the other hand, to promote the development 
of the consumption of sugar; 

Considering that this double result can 
only be attained by the suppression of boun- 
ties as well as by limiting the surtax; 

Have resolved to conclude a convention to 
this end, and have nominated their plenipo- 
tentiaries as follows, to-wit: 

His Majesty the Emperor, of Germany, 
King of Prussia, in the name of the German 
Empire: 

Count fle Wilwitz, his Envoy Extraordin- 
ary and Minister Plenipotentiary to His Ma- 
jesty the King of the Belgians; etc. 

ARTICLE I. 

The high contracting parties bind them 
selves, from the date the present conven- 
tion comes into force, to suppress the direct 
and indirect bounties by which the produc- 
tion or export of sugar may benefit, and they 
agree not to establish bounties of this kind 
during the whole duration of the said con- 
vention. In view of the execution of this 
provision, sweetmeats, chocolates, biscuits, 
condensed milk, and all other analogous pro- 
ducts, which contain in a notable proportion 
sugjir artificially incorporated, are to be 
classed as sugar. 

The above paragraph applies to all ad- 
vantages resulting directly or indirectly, for 
tl^e different categories of producers, from 
the fiscal legislation of the States, notably: 

(o) The direct bounties granted to ex- 
ports. 

(6) The direct bounties granted to pro- 
duction. 

(c) The total or partial exemptions from 
taxation granted for a part of the manu- 
factured output. 

id) The profits derived from surplus- 
ages of output 

(e) The profits derived from the exag- 
geration of the drawback. 

(/) The advantages derived from any 



surtax in excess of the rate fixed by article 3. 

ARTICLE 2. 

The high contracting parties bind them- 
selves to submit to bond regime the sugar 
factories and r^neries, as well as those fac- 
tories in which sugar is extracted from the 
molasses, in order that they shall be under 
the permanent surveillance, day and night, 
of the customs employees. 

With this object, factories will be arranged 
in such a way as to prevent the taking away 
of sugar clandestinely, and the customs em- 
ployees will have the right to enter every de- 
partment of the factories. 

Books of control in regard to any> or sev- 
eral phases of production will be kept, and 
the manufactured sugars will be deposited 
in such special liuildings as will afford every 
desirable guaranty of security. 

ARTICLE 3. 

The high contracting parties bind them- 
selves to limit the surtax to a maximum of 
6 francs per 100 kilograms (|1.15 per 220 
pounds) for the refined sugar and the sugars 
assimilable thereto, and 5.50 francs ($1.06) 
for other sugars — that is to say, the differ- 
ence between the rate of duty or taxation to 
which foreign sugars are subjected and that 
imposed on the home product. 

This provision is not to be applied to the 
rates of import duties in the case of coun- 
tries that do not produce sugar; nor to the 
by-products of the manufacturing or refin- 
ing of sugar. 

ARTICLE 4»- 

The high contracting parties bind them- 
selves to impose a special duty on imports 
into their respective territories of sugars 
from countries that grant bounties for pro- 
duction or exports. 

This duty shall not be less than the amount 
of the bounties, direct or indirect, granted 
in the country of origin. The high parties 
reserve to themselves the privilege, each as 
it may affect its own interests, to prohibit 
the importation of bounty-fed sugars. 

For the estimation of the sum of advant- 
ages derived eventually from the surtax 
specified under section f of article 1, the rate 
fixed by article 3 is deducted from the 
amount of this surtax; half of the difference 
is held to represent the bounty, the perma- 
nent commission organized under article 7 
being entitled, at the request of one of the 
contracting States, to alter the rate so pro- 
vided for. 

ARTICLE 5. 

The high contracting parties bind them- 
selves reciprocally to admit at the lowest 
of their respective import rates sugars im- 
ported from any of the contracting States or 
from any colonies or possessions of said 
States that do not grant bounties and to 
which the obligations imposed in article 8 
apply. 

Cane and beet sugars can not be subjected 
to different rates of duty. 

ARTICLE b. 

Spain, Italy, and Sweden are not held to 



the obligation imposed in articles 1, 2, and 3 
so long as they do not export sugar. 

These btates bind themselves to adapt 
their sugar legislation to the );>rovision8 of 
the convention — within one year, or earlier 
if possible — from the time that the perma- 
nent commission has verified that the above 
condition has ceased to exist. 
Artlcle 7. 

The high contracting parties agree to cre- 
ate a permanent commission, having charge 
Qf the surveillance of the execution of the 
provisions of the present convention. 

This commission shall be composed of del- 
egates of the different contracting states, 
and to it will be attached a permanent bu- 
reau. The commission elects its president; 
it will sit at Brussels, and shall meet on the 
call of the president. 

The duties of the delegates will be: 

(a) To verify whether, in the contracting 
states, any direct or indirect bounty for the 
production or export of sugars is granted. 

(&) To verify whether the states named 
in article 6 continue to conform themselves 
to the provisions of this article. 

(c) To verify the existence of bounties in 
the nonsignatory states, and to estimate the 
amount of such bounties with a view to ap- 
plying the provisions of article 4. 

(d) To issue an advice on litigious qaes- 
tions. 

(e) To examine the requests for admission 
to the union from states which have not par- 
ticipated in the present convention. 

■ To the permanent bureau is intrusted the 
compilation, translation, co-ordination, and 
publication of information of all kinds relat- 
ing to the legislation and statistics of su- 
gars, not only in the contracting states, but 
also in other states. 

To secure the execution of the above pro- 
visions, the high contracting parties shall 
communicate, through the diplomatic chan- 
nel, to the Belgian Government, which will 
transmit them to the commission,' copies of 
the laws, decrees, and regulations relating 
to the taxation on sugars that are or may be 
in operation in their respective countries, as 
well as statistical information relating to the 
object of the present convention. 

E^ach of the high parties is entitled to be 
represented on the commission by a dele- 
gate or by a delegate and- associate delegates. 

Austria and Hungary shall be considered 
separately as contracting parties. 

The first meeting of the commission shall 
take place at Brussels, on the call of the Bel- 
gian Government, at least three months be- 
fore the present convention comes into force. 

The duties of the commission shall be con- 
fined to verifiication and examination. It 
will make a report to the Belgian Govern- 
ment on all questions submitted to it Said 
report will be communicated to the interest- 
ed states by the Belgian Government and 
the latter shall, if requested so to do by any 
of the high contracting parties, promote a 
meeting of a conference which shall decide 
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on the resolutions or the measures necessary 
under the circumstances. ^ 

The verifications and estimations, how- 
ever, under sections h and c, shall have a 
binding character for the contracting states; 
they shall be established by a vote of the 
majority, each contracting state disposing 
of one vote, and they shall come into effect, 
at the farthest, at the expiration of a period 
of two months. 

In case one of the contracting states were 
to appeal from the decision of the commis- 
sion, it shall have to promote, within eight 
days after the notification of the said de- 
cision, a new deliberation of the commission; 
the latter shall meet under urgent call and 
shall decide definitely within a period of 
one month from the date of the appeal. 

The new decision shall be executory, at 
the latest two months after its date. The 
same proceedings to be followed in regard 
to the examination of requests for admission 
under the provisions of section 6. 

The expenses arising from the organiza- 
tion of the permanent commission — except 
the salary and the compensations of the del- 
egates, which are to be paid by their respect- 
ive countries — shall be borne by all the con- 
tracting states and shah be assessed among 
them according to a method to be decided 
upon by the commission. 

Abticle 8. 

The high contracting parties bin^ them- 
selves on their behalf and on behalf of their 
colonies of Great Britain and British West 
Indies, to resort to the measures necessary to 
prevent bounty-fed sugar which has passed 
through the territory of a contracting state 
from having the same advantages as those 
accruing under the convention on the market 
they are destined for. The permanent com- 
mission shall present in this connection the 
neeessary propositions. 

ABTICIiE 9. 

The states that have taken part in the 
present convention shall be admitted to ad- 
here thereto upon request and after a favor- 
able report of the permanent commission. 

The request shall be addressed through 
the diplomatic channels to the Belgian Gov- 
ernment, which will take charge eventually 
of notifying the adhesion to all the other 
governments. The adhesion shall Involve, 
in full right, the accession to all charges 
and the admission to all advantages enumer- 
ated in the present convention, and4t shall 
enter into force from the 1st of September 
following the transmission of the notifica- 
tion by the Belgian Government to the other 
contracting states. 

ARTICLE 10. 

The present convention shall come into 
force from September 1, 1903. 

It shall remain in force during five years 
from tnis date, and if none of the high con- 
tracting parties shall have notified the Bel- 
gian Government twelve months after the 
expiration of the said period of five years of 
its intention to have its effects ceased . it 



shall continue for one year, and so on from 
year to year. 

In case one of the contracting states* were 
to denounce the convention, this denuncia- 
tion shall take effect only as it may affect 
its own interests; the other states would re- 
tain, until the Slat of October of the year 
of the denunciation, the privilege of notify- 
ing their intention to also retire on Septem- 
ber 1 of the following year. If one of the 
latter intended to make use of this privi- 
lege, the Belgian Government is to promote 
a meeting at Brussels, within three months, 
of a conference which would have to deter- 
mine the measures to be resorted to. 

ARTICLE 11. 

The provisions of the present convention 
shall apply to the provinces beyond the seas, 
colonies, and foreign possessions of the high 
contracting parties. The colonies and pos- 
sessions of Great Britain and the Nether- 
land6, however, are not to be included in 
this regulation, except as far as it is pro- 
vided in articles 5 and 8. 

The status of the colonies and possessions 
of Great Britain and the Netherlands is, 
moreover, defined by the declarations insert- 
ed in the final protocol. 

ABTICLE 12. 

The execution of the reciprocal engage- 
ments contained in the present convention is 
subjected, inasmuch as need be, to the per- 
formance of the formalities and rules estab- 
lished by the constitutional laws of each of 
the contracting states. 

The present convention shall be ratified 
and ratifications thereof shall be deposited 
at Brussels, at the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs, on February 1, 1903, or earlier, if pos- 
sible. 

It is understood that the present conven- 
tion shall only become binding after it has 
been ratified at least by the contracting 
states that have not been affected by the ex- 
ceptional provision of- article (>. In case 
one or several of the said states have not 
deposited their ratifications within the time 
provided for, the Belgian Government shall 
immediately endeavor to obtain a decision 
from the other signatory states as to the 
entering into force of the present conven- 
tion among themselves. 

In faith of which the respective plenipoten- 
tiaries have signed the present convention. 

Done at Brussels, in one single copy, the 
5th day of March, 1902. 

n. — FINAL PBOTOCOL. 

At the moment of proceeding to the signa- 
ture of the convention relating to the re- 
gime of sugars, entered into on this date by 
the Governments of Germany, Austria and 
Hungary, Belgium, Spain, France, Great 
Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, and Sweden, 
the plenipotentiaries have agreed to the fol- 
lowing: 

TO ARTICLE 3. 

Considering that the purpose of a surtax 
is to protect efficaciously the internal mar- 
ket of producing countries, the high con- 



tracting parties reserve the right, each as it 
affects its own interests, to propose the in- 
crease of the surtax in case that considera- 
ble quantities of sugars from one ^f the con- 
tracting states should enter their countries; 
this increase to affect only the sugars com- 
ing from that state. 

This proposition shall be addressed to the 
permanent commission, which will decide 
within a short delay, by a vote of the ma- 
jority, upon the true foundation of the pro- 
posed measure, upon the duration of its ap- 
plication, and upoii the rate of the increased 
tax; the latter not to exceed 1 franc per 100 
kilograms (19 cents per 2^0 pounds.) 

The adhesion of the commission can only 
be given in case the invasion of the market 
in question should be the result of an eco- 
noipical condition of real inferiority, and 
not the result of a factitious increase^ of 
prices promoted by an understanding among 
pi;oducers. 

TO ARTICLE 2. 

A.— (1) The Government of Great Britain 
declares that no direct or indirect bounty 
shall be granted to sugars from colonies of 
the Crown during the existence of the con- 
vention. 

(2) It declares also, by exceptional meas- 
ure and while still reserving, in principle, 
its entire free action concerning the fiscal 
relations between the United Kingdom and 
its colonies and possessions, that during the 
existence of the convention no preference 
shall be granted in the United Kingdom to 
colonial sugars vis-a-vis the sugars coming 
from the contracting states. 

(3) It declares that they will submit the 
convention to the autonomous colonies and 
to the West Indies in order that the latter 
may have the privilege of giving their ad- 
hesion thereto. 

It is understood that the government of 
His Britannic Majesty shall have the right 
to adhere to the convention in the name of 
the Crown colonies. 

B.— The Government of the Netherlands 
declares that during the existence of the, 
convention no bounty, either direct or indi- 
rect, shall be granted to sugars of the Dutch 
colonies, and that these sugars shall not 
be admitted into the Netherlands at a less 
rate than is applied to sugars coming from 
the contracting states. 

The present final protocol, which shall be 
ratified at the same time as the convention 
concluded this date, shall be considered as 
an integral part of said convention and shall 
be of the same force, value, and duration. 

In faitli of which the plenipotentiaries 
have drafted the present protocol. 

Done at Brussels, the 5th day of March, 
1902. 



The Susrar Cakes of the Philippines. 

The writer having had a good opportunity 
to observe how the natives make sugar cakes 
and kindred articles of sweet foods in the 
Philippibes, presents the accompanying 11- 
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lustrated description of the same. I hap- 
pened to be in the islands with one of the 
regiments serving there. The sugar mills, 
many of them, were burned during the in- 
surrection, but were rebuilt In a number of 
the most enterprising sections of the islands, 
so that the consumers of sugar are in posi- 
tion to obtain as much of the material as re- 
quired. Vhere was shortage of the sugar 
stock about a year ago, when many of the 
ports were shut to the trades. These ports 
have been opened and the great storehouses 
containing quantities of sugar have been re- 
leased of their loads. The sugar planters al- 
so had trouble with their help during the 
dark days of a year or. two ago, when the Fil- 
ipino worKer was as liable to depart for the 
firing line as he was to go to work the next 
morning. These troubles having been over- 
come to considerable extent, and much new 
machinery add6d, the lot of the sugar plant- 
er has been improved. The Americans have 
shipped new tools of ail sorts into the islands 
and the native workers have learned how to 
use them. The Improved conditions of the 
sugar planters have naturally resulted in 
better facilities for the users of the sugar. 
The confectioners; the bakers and others in 
the country wno utilize the sugar crop, are 
now able to get stock when required and at 
more moderate prices than formerly. 

SOME OF THE NATIVE 8UQAB CAKES. 

Both the natives and the Chinese of the 
country are quite industrious in producing 
various forms of sugar cakes and candies. 
The Chinese manufacturers usually open a 
little nipa-hut building of their own 
in one of the largest of the towns, and 
they erect therein the necessary brick or 
stone furnaces for baking the sugar products. 
The natives like sweets of any kind and they 
are fond of sugar cakes. In figure I is shown 
one of the popular styles of putting up the 
little slabs of sugar. The sugar is usually 
delivered to the confectioners in mats and 
these mats are opened and the sugar worked 
according to the required products. Often 
the little slabs of brown sugar are put up 
very much like maple sugar. In fact, one 
almost believes that he is eating maple su- 
gar. Again, one sees little slabs in white 
sugar, and they taste much like that of 
ordinary candy. The native vendor desires 
to make the little bunch of sugar cakes as 
attractive as possible and he ties the pieces 
together with fancy colored ribbons or cords, 
as marked "A." These bunches sell for one 
cent each of native money, worth one-half 
of an American cent. In figure 2 is another 
mode used by tne Filipino for putting up a 
small quantity of sugar cake. The tube C 
is a piece of bamboo, cut about 6 inches long 
and about one and one-half inches in 'diame- 
ter. The stick of sugar is molded in cubes 
of this sort, and the stick in the view is in- 
dicated "b." Sometimes there are a series of 
little square blocks of sugar strung upon a 
cord or split bamboo line "e" as in figure 
3. Then there is a piece ot bamboo *'d" used 
for sustaining the ends of the cora as shown. 
These comulnations may be seen on skle in 
any of the Filipino markets where sugar is 
handled. 

PBOCESSES OF WOBKING THE 8U0AB. 

The natives and the Chinese of the islands 
work the sugar in their little bamboo shops 
very much aliKe. Often the native has one 
or more of the Chinese coolies employed in 
the shop and sometimes it Is the native who 
is working for the Chinese. The shop is usu- 
ally on one of the main streets of the town 
or barrio, where traffic is liable to pass and 
where trade can be secured. Often, however, 
the native has a man in the field traveling 
with these supplies of sugar cakes, and this 
man makes a business of being present in 



the larger towns on market days, where he 
is assured of a good trade. 







nci'i^ 




In figure 4 is shown a sketch of the pro- 
cess of boilitig the sugar as employed in 
most of. these sugar-cake factories. The de- 
vices employed are exceedingly crude. Often 
there is merely a hole dug in the earth and 
the kettle is swung into this hole on a* bar 
of iron marked "g." Then there are stones 
placed at "h" to hold the bar "aa" in an ele- 
vated position as desired. Then a wood fire 
is made beneath the kettle and the contents 
of the kettle boiled to the required temperar 
ture. In figure 6 is a drawing of one of the 
forms of ladles used. It is made entirely of 
bamboo. The handle is indicated "i." The 
bowl portion is a section of a tube of bam- 
boo and is attached to the handle with split 
bamboo in the way shown. Sometimes an 



ordinary cocoanut is used for this purpose^ 
a view of one of which is shown in figure 6. 
The contents of the cocoanut are removed 
and the shell is scraped, making a good ves- 
sel for holding and handling Hquids. In 
figure 7 we show one of the schemes used by 
the natives for stick-candy decoration. It 
consists in using a stick of tne sugar in plain 
color, marked ^'1," about which is wound in 
spiral fashion the colored sugar portion "k." 
These sticks of sugar are much liked by the 
natives. Often the Americans buy them. 
They are very low in value. In figure 8 is 
one of the plans employed for the purpose 
of putting up sugar to carry long (H stances 
over the trails of the mountains. The mer- 
chants in the interior often buy the sugar 
in this form because it can be readily trans- 
ported when thus .encased in little tubes of 
bamboo. The native woodworker usually 
furnishes these tubes to the trade. He comes 
into the sugar manufacturing districts with 
large quantities of these tubes, all fitted with 
ends, and with plugs *'j." the plugs being 
used to open and close the interior of the 
tube. The tube is filled by running the sugar 
into it wnen the sugar is in liquid form. 
Then the plug is inserted tight and the con- 
tents are protected from the numerous antit 
of the country. 

The tubes are broken to remove the con- 
tents, and this is not done until the buyer 
wishes to use the sugar. 

The higher classes of natives have been 
accustomed to buy the sugar in cakes, sticks 
and other forms in the fancy wood chests of 
the country. Sometimes the wood in these 
chests Is made ^rom the hard species ot the 
islands and are finished off with much elabo- 
ration. Other of the chests are quite plain 
in pattern. Often the wood in these chests 
is from the mahogany growths and it is 
finely finished. There are many hardwood 
species in the islands, and these are obtained 
as cheaply as the softer woods, owing to the 
abundance of them. The native wood carvers 
often produce very unique designs with their 
tools on tnese chests. Usually these chests 
are designed so as to contain about 20 pounds 
of the sugar prepared in its different forms. 
Some of these boxes are quite valuable when 
they are finished. A plain package is some- 
times made in two sizes, and sometimes one 
size is telescoped into the otl^er. There are 
two straps passed around the case and these 
straps are attached to a wood handle and 
the handle is utilized for carrying purposes. 



Spanish Sugar Syndicate. 

The French trade journals report the 
following as the points formally ac- 
cepted by the assembly of sugar manu- 
facturers recently held in Madrid: 

(1) Limitation of the production in pro- 
portion to domestic needs, estimated at 80,- 
000 tons. y 

(2) Division of this quantity among the 
refineries in proportion to their respective 
capacity. 

(3) This capacity will be defined by a 
technical commission named by the bureau 
of the assembly. The manufacturer has the 
right to appeal from the decision of the com- 
mission to the bureau. 

(4) Each manufacturer, within the 
limits Oi. his output as fixed by the commis- 
sion, may choose the types to be manufac- 
tured and sell the product where he pleases. 

(5) The refineries not in condition to 
produce the quantities of sugar permitted 
to them, or whose owners will not wish to 
produce mis amount, may cede their right 
of production to another establishment 

(6) ihe provisional bureau of the assem- 
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biy will continue its functions until the de- 
finitive adoption of tne present stipulations. 
Thereafter, the choice of a 4efinitlve bureau 
will be proceeded with, in which each region 
will be represented. 

(7) This convention is concluded for 
three years. 

(8) Each producer is held to declare, be- 
fore the beginning of each approaching sea- 
son, the amount of his reserve of sugar, this 
declaration being controlled by the bureau. 
These reserves will be registered, and the 
maximum sale for the year following will 
be augmented proportionately. 

(9) Every manufacturer who Shall ex- 
ceed the proportion of manufacture allowed 
to him will be required to pay to the bureau 
a fine of 5 pesetas (96.5 cents, when cur- 
rency is at par) per kilogram of sugar pro- 
duced above the proper quantity. 

Robert P. Skinneb, 
Consul-General. 
Marseilles, Feb. 7, 19v2. 



Century Sugar Apparatus. 

Several weeks ago a trial test was made 
of what is known as the Century sugar ap- 
paratus, which the inventors claim is bound 
to revolutionize sugar manufacture by great- 
ly diminishing the cost. 

The manager of the Century Sugar Appa- 
ratus Company furnishes a copy of the chem- 
ists' tests of the results of the first trial, 
with the following comment: 

"We inclose you an analysis of our first 
test of the Century, that more than covers 
the work done by double and triple effects, 
with the following points of advantage over 
them: 

"No inversion, rapid boiling, no scorch- 
ing, no entxainment, half cost of installa- 
tion, half cost of operation and ability to 
make open Icettle table syrup. On this test 
we boiled to 33 6-10 and the effects only boil 
to 26." 

CETRTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS. 

New Orleans, March 18, 1902. 

Analysis No. 1,335— The Century Sugar Ap- 
paratus CoBQpany, City — By W. P. Kirchoff, 
Analytical and Consulting Chemist, Office 
and Laboratory 527 Contl Street, P. O. Box 
827.— Substances: Three samples of molas- 
ses, two diluted and one undiluted. Marked: 

Lot 1. original molasses, 39.14 cold Baume. 

Lot 2, molasses at 10 J cold Baume. 

Lot 3, malasses at 33.68 cold Baume. 

The samples were drawn by myself during 
a test made with the Century apparatus by 
Mr. 0. M. Nllson, secretary and general man- 
ager of the Century Sugar Apparatus Com- 
pany, of this city, on Feb. 20, 1902. 

ANALYSIo. 

Per Cent 

Lot 1. Lot 2. Lot 3. 
Sugar (by single Po- 
larization 52.00 13.60 43.30 

Olucose 10.32 3.09 9.32 

Water 27.46 81.04 38.65 

Impurities 10.22 2.27 8.73 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Coefficient of purity... 71.68 71.73 70.58 

Glucose raUo 19.84 22.72 21.52 

Sugar (by double po- 
larization) 55.18 14.02 44.85 

Total soUds 72.54 18.96 61.35 

Baume 39.41 10.70 33.68 

Specific gravity 1.36707 1.07861 1.29784 

Weight of 1 gal of the 

sample (lbs.) 11.39 8.99 10.81 

The above analysis, for convenience of 
comparison, reduced to the basis of dry sub- 
stances by the elimination of the water, are 
as follows: 



Per Cent 

Lotl. Lot 2. Lot 3. 
Sugar (by single po- 
larization) 71.68 71.73 • 70.58 

Glucose 14.22 16.30 15.19 

Impurities 14.10 11.97 14.23 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Remarks-^Prom a study of the above an- 
alyses it will be seen that to every 100 gal- 
lons of the original molasses of 39.41 Baume 
cold, 384.96 gallons of cold water have to l^e 
added in order to dilute it to 10.70 Baume 
cold. As the analyses of the three samples 
cannot be compared with each' other as they 
stand, owing to the fact that the samples ar^ 
of different density or degrees Baume, I have 
reduced them to the same basis; that is to 
say, I have eliminated the water; they can 
now be compared with each other: 

COMPARISON OF LOT NO. 2 WITH LOT NO. 1 

Let us now study tne analysis of lots 1 and 
2 so reduced. The first ingredient is the 
sugar. Here we find that the sugar in lot 
2 has not been decreased, while the glucose 
has been increased, as, however, an increase 
in the glucose cannot point to an inversion 
unless accompanied by a decrease in, the su- , 
gar, and as there has not been a decrease in" 
* the sugar in lot 2, therefore no inversion has 
taken place in lot 2. Moreover, as there was 
no inversion there could not positively be 
any scorchiifg or burning of lot 2. To what 
can this increase in glucose in lot 2 be at- 
tributed? The answer to this question lies 
in the fact that when there is an increase in 
the glucose without a decrease in the sugar, 
this increase is due to some of the organic 
impurities other than glucose in the solu- 
tion, that when heated are changed and af- 
fect the chemical called copper solution or 
Fehling solution, In the same manner as glu- 
cose, thereby increasing the percentage of 
reducing substances or glucose. 

COMPABISON OP LOT 2 WITH LOT 3. 

Although the sugar was reduced from 71.73 
per cent in lot 2 to 70.58 per cent in lot 3, 
yet the glucose was reduced from 16.30 per 
cent in lot 2 to 15.19 per cent in lot 3, prov- 
itig conclusively that no inversion occurred 
in lot 3, and moreover there was no inversion 
therefore no scorching or ouming took place. 
The reduction of the sugar in lot 3 is due to 
the increased impurities, 14.23 per cent over 
those in lot 2, 11.97 per cent The increased 
impurities found their way iuto the molas- 
ses through the use of muddy river water 
for diluting the molasses from 39.41 Baume 
to 10.70 Baume, and which did not settle out 
as well in lot 3 as in lot 2, owing to the much 
greater density of lot 3, namely 33.68 Baume. 

THE AMOUNT OF WATEB TO BE EVAPORATED. 

In order to reduce lot 2 from the density 
of 10.70 Baume to that of lot 3, 33.68 Baume, 
from every 100 gallons of lot 2 74.81 gallons 
of water have to be evaporated and would 
then yield 25.69 gallons of lot 3, weighing 
33.68 Baume. 

DKDtJOnONS AND GON0LUSION8. 

As regards the test conducted with the 
apparatus on Feb. 20, 1902, and during which 
the above tS^e samples were taken by my- 



self for a chemical examination, it cannot 
be said that the test was either fair or con- 
clusive, inasmuch as there were no facilities 
for either testing the efficiency of the appa- 
ratus as an evaporator, or demonstrating 
whatever other claims weare made for it To 
show its efficiency as an evaporator, the mo- 
lasses should be first thinned down to the 
desired density in separate tanks and then 
pumped into the apparatus and evaporated 
to the desired density, and the length of 
time noted to reach that density. 

(signed.) W. P. I^chhoff, 

Chemist to the Louisiana Sugar and Rice Ex- 
change. New Orleans Board of Trade, 
New Orleans Cotton Exchange. 



Java Sugar Planters. 

Java has come within the sphere of in*, 
fluence of the American sugar refining 
trusts. The latter are waging war upon the 
United States growers who send refined beet 
sugar to market. To bring them under, the 
trusts have lowered the rates for refined 
cane sugar. Java planters are now in the 
power of those trusts, from their having 
laid themselves out to make only the kind 
of sugar that suits the American market 
Java growers have thus to bear almost the 
whole burden resulting from the lowering 
of rates. This is a rough awakening to 
those Dutch capitalists who have invested 
largely in Java sugar estates, and who have 
drawn enormous profits from exclusively 
considering American market requirements. 
The result of the action taken by the trusts 
is a fall in quotation for the Java sweet and 
a crisis for planters in that island who are 
now clutching at any straw that will save 
them from ruin. Some of them see clearly 
that the only way to safety lies in starting 
refineries of their own in central positions 
on the spot Java turns out more or less 
white sugar but the refined article is not a 
local product. — Straits Times. 



Personal. 

Mr. J. D. Minor, of the Southdown plan- 
tation in Terrebonne parish, was at the 
Cosmopolitan hotel last Saturday. Mr. 
Minor was accopipanied by several members 
of his family. 

Mr. Thos. A. Badeaux, of Thibodaux, La., 
was an arrival at the Commercial hotel on 
Monday last 

Col. J. S. Webster, of the Terre Haute 
plantation on the upper coast, was in the 
city on Tuesday looking after purchases of 
fertilizers and other business. The Colonel 
reported his seed cane magnificent and that 
he had more of it than he could possibly use 
and his neighbors were equally well sup^ 
plied so that he had difficulty in disposing 
of his surplus. 

Mr. Frank NlchoUs, of the Ridgefleld plan- 
tation near Thibodaux, was In the city on 
Monday and Tuesday. Mr. Nicholls was kept 
quite busy while he was here attending to 
a number of matters, and said that he 
was deeply interested in the discussion held 
at the last meeting of the Louisiana Sugar 
Pluiters' Association, as reported in this 
journal. 
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Receipts and sales at New Orleans fof the week ending 
riar. a7, 190a. . 
Sugar Niolaaaea 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeited 50 5,516 3,599 

Sold 50 6,516 8,599 
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Tone of Market at 
Close o£ Week 



Japan— Steady: 

no offerings 

Honduras— Steady ; 
no offerings 

Japan — Strong and 
firm. 



Hondnras— Strong and 
firm. 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
nar. 27, 190a. 

Sacks ROUGH. Pcts Clean. 

Received 9,000 5,332 

Sold 222 10,929 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, 1901 to Mar. 37, 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban 

This Year 1,016,396 238,356 

Last Year 810,683 158,578 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was strong at the 
end of the week with prices a little higher 
on yellows. The receipts were comparative- 
ly small and were all taken up very readily. 



Molasses, 

Molasses was steady at the end of the week 
and all offerings were absorbed as they came 
on the market. 



Rice. 

Tbe receipts of rough rice were on a most 
liberal scale at the end of the week but they 
consisted entirely of shipments to local mills 
and consequently there was little or no ac- 
tual business reported. Clean rice was 
strong at unchanged prices and with a mod- 
erate amount of offerings which were nearly 
all taken up. 

Cane-Sus^ar Crop in Spain. 

The unusual frosts of December, and Janu- 
ary have wrought so much damage to the 
sugar cane of this province that not more 
than a half crop of sugar^ can be expected 
this year. 

Sugar cane is grown all along the coast of 
Malaga, and the annual yield of sugar is 
about 30,000 tons. There are 17 sugar fac- 
tories in the provinces of Malaga and Gran- 
ada, employing many thousand hands. Grind- 
Ing generally begins about the middle of 
March. This year, it may commence earlier. 

The loss of the sugar cane crop has re- 
sulted in the refusal of the manufacturers 
to take any part in the proposed organiza- 
tion of Spanish sugar makers, with the view 
ot limiting production. There has been an* 
overproduction of" sugar— particularly of 
^t Bugar^in Spain for several years, and 
strenuous efforts were recently made to form 
a syndicate of all the sugar manufacturers 
in Spain for mutual benefits along certain 
lines. Tills is understood to have failed be- 
cause one of the most Important beet-sugar 
factories refused to participate, and for the 



further reason that . the cane-sugar manu- 
facturers, in view of the largely decreased 
crop, saw no advantage in any further plan 
to limit production. Ben J. H. Ridgely, 
Malaga, February 21, 1902. Oonsuh 



Science Notes. 

E. Bourquelot recommends, as a test for 
the presence of cane sugar, the use of the 
invertin of yeast, which doubles caine-sugar. 
It has also the same effect on gentianose and 
raffinose; but these carbohydrates are rare 
in plants. By this means he has determined 
the presence of cane-sugar in the rhizome 
of Scrophularia nodosa, in the succulent per- 
icarp of Cocoa yatai (25 gm. per kilo.), and 
in the horny endosperm of Asparagus offl- 
cinalis (15 gm. per kilo.). In neither of 
the two latter plants was the reaction with 
emulsin obtained, showing the absence, in 
these organs, of a glucoside which is doubled 
by that ferment.— Compfes Rendus, 



Taimage on the Rice Market. 

The week was characterized by a pretty 
fair run of trade: demand general, embrac- 
ing nearly everybody from everywhere. Pur- 
chases, however, individually considered, are 
limited; the country still in the slough; 
roads Impassable. Another reason given for 
light operations is the early openiij^g of wa- 
ter routes assuring cheaper freights in many 
directions. Japan Is still the better invest- 
ment and as a result, commands the larger 
proportion of the trade. There is a renewal 
of movenient for export, with distinctly 
firmer tone and prices on lower grades frac- 
tionally advanced. 

Recent reports from all commercial cen- 
ters indicate that grocers' stocks are gener- 
ally light; the sharp canvass for trade, to- 
gether with consignments in every direc- 
tion, has led buyers to think that the supply 
is Illimitable, hence they are impervious to 
any suggestion of hardening prices. The 
total of these conslg;nment8 are not equal to 
the stocks usually carried and with any 
quickening of prices at primal points, all 



goods lying around the various trade centers 
will be promptly absorbed. 

Advices from the South note steady move- 
ment: along the Atlantic Coast no pressure; 
forward supply moderate and factors confi- 
dent of better prices with the incoming of 
the spring trade. In New Orleans and 
throughout the Southwest, there is a marked 
change in the temper of holders and Japan 
advanced. While the forward supply is 
large, it is gradually concentrating into the 
hands of the few who know and propose to 
exact its worth. Stocks at many of the 
minor points are exhausted and mills clos- 
ing. There is a growing opinion that with 
stocks in grocers' hands at a minimum; high 
prices of competitive articles and practical 
exclusion of foreign, there should be a spring 
trade far in excess of any hitherto experi- 
enced. It' may be remembered that last year 
there was a halting movement in the early 
months: easy prices smd depressed condi- 
tions just at the opening of spring ^trade, 
and then sudden reaction — ^the crop 'going 
out at handsome figures. This year, prices 
are fully 20 per cent, lower: no actual over- 
plus in the matter of stock and the forward 
demand promising to exceed that of any 
previous year, hence prospects would seem 
favorable for hardening values. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note sluggish movement at unchanged prices. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisi- 
ana crop movement to date — Receipts, rough, 
1.235,360 sacks; last year 925,164 sacks. 
Sales, cleaned (est). 975,140 pockets; last 
year, 742,278 pockets. Movement sluggish: 
prices firm: Japan advanced %-i4 on low and 
medium grades. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date— Receipts, 86,695 bar- 
rels. Sales, 34,670 barrels. Market steady. 

Qood Men Wanted. 

The Standard Cattle Company of Ames, 
Neb., has twelve thousand acres of the rich- 
est land in the West and they desire to get 
good tenants for this land. The Standard 
Cattle Company is extensively engaged in 
beet raising and they desire to cultivate a 
large part of these lands in beets. This of- 
fers an excellent opportunity for any man 
who is anxious to locate in the great and 
growing West to start out under the very 
best auspices and with the assistance of one 
of the strongest corporations in the country. 
Letters should be addressed to Col. R. M. 
Allen, manager of the Standard Cattle Com- 
pany, Ames, Neb. 
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WANTS. 



We will paMIMi In this oolnmii, free of charge until 
farther notice, the eppllcatlonj of all oMnngera, over- 
seers, engineers end sngar-niekers. end others who 
may be seeking positions In the conntry, and also the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED— Position as manager or assistant oyer- 
^eer on a sogar plantation. iSeyen years expeiience. 
Bdst references famished. Address E. w. care 
Louisiana Plantkb. 3-27-02. 

WANTED— A theoretical and partlcal sugar engineer, 
ohemlst and sugar boiler Is open f r immediate en- 
gagement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory eitl^ier in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical expedience In 
up-to-date susar plants and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address Sugar Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED—A first-class experienced sagar house 

I engineer. Most be sober, inaustrious and capable of 

taking charge of the mechanical department of a 

/ sugar house. Address H. S. Dtes, Sup't. C. 8. Co., 

Fremont, Ohio. 8-28^2. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
flrst-class. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
M0IXA88K8 Qo. Loyd La. 8-27-02 

"RANTED— A flrst-dasf head sugar boiler; also a 
flrst-class head darifler man, for the coming season In 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

3-20-02. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1802. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
La. OraddressP. O. BoxG G G. * 



oyelles Ph,lia. 



Planchevllle, Av- 
8- 19- 02. 



WANTED — A position as engineer or steam- 
fitter. Address Debt Beebb, Le Roy, N. Y. 
3-17-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemisti 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 23, care this ofllce. 

WANTED— A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crop, either in 
central factory or sugar housa Address A. B., 
136 Annunciation street, New Orleans. 3-18-01 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar bouse, in Cuba or Mexico, 
by a man of 20 years' experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates In Louisiana. Highest references fumishbd. 
Address A. Spurs, care Louisiana Planter. 
^ 3-15-02 

WANTED— By an experlenoed sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can furnish the besi of references 
from Louisiana and Mexico. Address Geo. H . Doug- 
lass, Box 31 , Covington, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sagar plantation for the fall and winter of 1902. 
•Have experenoe and oan furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, La. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and ereo- 
fion machlnest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pnmps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N.Y. 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
nnmarrled man with a number of years' expenonce. 
Can fill any position from busineis manager down. 
Best of references and t>ond It required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Poeitlon as sugar house engineer 
for this year in Louisiana, Cnba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 2U. 
Donaldsonyllle, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
cood references. L. A. Thomas, 1109 Cadis 9t, 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, having 5 
vears experience in raw sugar industry, two years 
im German refineries, one year on cane sugar plan- 
tation, edncatd in German technical scnools and 
universities; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Conld commence immediatdy. 
Address 05*. F.6ftft|7, Btrlin, 68 Bergmann St 
67, Germany. 2-12-02 



WANTED — ^An American, 27, experienced in the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic . 
and a flrst-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mccbanxc, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situatloh as store clerk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 18 years' experieeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. WUl accept 

osltlon either in city or country, or wiU accept a 
position as night watohmah. J. J. Mubpht, 145 Union 
street, East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horses hoe r, by unmarried man with flrst- 
class references. Alfbed Ganel, care of the Chief* 
Donaldsonyllle, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 

81y to E. Lboendbe, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
rleans. 

WANTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
DOBE Baudouin, Hahnvllle, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will gp to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W.S., care LOUISIANA Plantbb. 2-6-02 

WANTED^Posltion as supsrlntendent, assistant or 
Ohemlst, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest technical school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory In Europe. Expe- 
rienced in manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
andaloohol from molasses, ^nd familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louislan m Planter. 1-24-C2 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or In country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mextoo by a oom potent and experlenoed man. Address 
Job Sabano, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet i 
sugaF making plant. Twelve years' expenenoe. Best 
of references given. Address Genebal Manageb, 
88 Wall Street«New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 2-10-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies if neoessarv. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A. L , LauderdaUi P. O ; La. 

WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and oomptent man 
'm superintend the canning of svrnpsand molasses. 
Must understand the business in all Us details. Refer- 
ences required. Address Canning, care of The Louis- 
nala Planter. 1-13-02. 

WANTED— Position as blacksmith and wheelrlght 
by experienced young man 26 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, etc., furnished. Address 
Sidney P. Oubbb, Lauderdale, La. 1-13-08 

WANTED— Pofltlon by a competent sugar maker 
who has just completed a crop In Louisiana, in Cuba, 
or any other country. Address Sugab Maeeb, 2809 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. 1-18-02. 

WANTED— Position as chemist or sugar boiler. Un- 
derstands clarlflcatlon, with flrst-olaas credentials. In 
Cuba or Mexico . Address L., this office. 1-11-08. 

WANTED— Two men desire correspondence with par- 
* ties In need of "all round" men to take charge and sup- 
erintend sugar factory In Cuba or Mexico. One is an 
experlenoed sugar boiler and ohemlst and familiar with 
the workings of a factory. The other is an exper- 
lenoed sugar house manager and accountant, capable 
of taking charge of oflQoe and marketing crop in con- 
nection with factory management. Best of retorenoes 
Address K. care this offlce. 1-11-02. 

WANTED— Position by a thoroughly competent and 
praotical sugar refiner, understands the business in 
every detail, can furnish beet of references. Address 
Refinbb, care of The Louisiana Planter. 1-16-08. 

WANTED — ^A position as sugar boiler for the 
West or South by a competent and first class 
man. Strictly sober. Can furnish the best of 
references. Address Michael Schwab^ 814 Cen- 
tral avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WANTED — ^A clerical position on sofar plan« 
tation in Ctba or Menco; have had several 
years' experience and can famish nnonestloB- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonaldsonTillSf 
La. 1-6-02 



WANTED — ^A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references* Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood ' Plantation, Thibodaux, La. 1-6-02 



Baldwin^s Speedy 
Sugar Shaker^ 

Will pack sisgas in bag:s as 'w^ ^ 
barrels* jl jl jA jl «^ 




Only one price $75 bottom figufc 



Surpasses any Machine ever mack 
for compacting: Sug:ar into 
a Packas:e« 
SENT ON 30 DAYS' TRIAL to my 

responsible party. Address all orders to 

WOODWARD, WIGHT & CO, 

UMITKO. 

406 to 4^ Canal Su New Qrkaos. 
• ■■ ■ ■■■ 

Barges for Sale 

First-Class Gunnel Built, Well Ironed. 

One Barge loo feet by 20 feet and 5 
leet deep. 

One Barge 100 feet by 25 feet and 5 
feet deep. 

First-class for handling sugar cane. 
Will be sold, cheap. 

JOHN DYMOND, 

NEW ORLEANS. 

Sale of Sugar Machinery 

The undersigned will sell at Public Auc- 
tion at his office. No. 176 W. Dominick St. 
in the City of Rome, N. Y., April 21, 1902, 
at 12 o'clock noon of that day, a complete 
outfit of Beet Sugar Machinery, formerly 
belonging to the First New York Beet Su- 
gar Co., of Rome, N. Y., and heretofore con- 
..tracted to be sold to Hans -Brum, Esq., by 
Dr. Karl G. Korn, his agent, upon which 
contract default has been made, Dr. Kom 
having recently died. 

A complete list of the machinery will be 
furnished upon application. 

Stoddard M. Stevens, as Trustee, etc. 
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THE LOIISIANA PLANTER 

-AND- 

SUQAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ off the 
Louisiana Sugsit Planters^ Association^ 
American Cane Growers^ Association* 
Ascension Branch Sugar Planters* Ass^n, 
Louisiana Sugar Chemists' Association^ 
Kansas Sugar Growers' Association^ 
Texas Sugar Planters' Association* 



fMMnd at New OrlMMt U.f every Satertfay Morntogb 

BT THB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to tx>nlsiana Affricnlture In general, and to 
the Sugar Industry in particular, and In all 
lU branches, Agricultural, Mechanical* 
Chemical, Foliticai and Com- 
mercial. 

XDTTOBIAIi CORPS. 
W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. TH0MH30K. 

W.W. PUGH. JOHN DYMOKD. 

Entered at the Postofflce at New Orleans as second 
class mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Perannam 

Terms of Subscription (including postage) 38 00 

Foreign Subscription 4 00 
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All communications should be addressed to Thb 
IiOnisiAi7A Planter, 889 Oarondelet streeti New 
Orleans, La. 

LIST OF ORGANIZERS. 



McCall Brothers, 
McCall & Legendrk, 
Leon (tODCHArx, 
James Teller, 
B. Lemann & Bro., 
Leonce Soniat, 
Locis Bush, 
W. E. Briokbij., 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos & Barnett, 
H. C. Warm(jth, 
Lucira Forsyth, Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shattuck Ss, Hoffmajs, 
Em I LB RosT, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt & Ziegler^ 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. S. Clark, 
J. B. Levert, 
Simpson Hornor, 
W. B. Bloomfield, 

W. W. SUTCLIFFB, 

JdHN S. Moore, 
James C. Murphy, 
Jos. Webre, 



R. Beltra^. 
LuciBN Soniat, 

D. R. Caldeb, 
L. A. ElliSj * 
Hero & Malhiot, 
W. J. Behan, 

J. T. Moore. Jr.. 
Rdwards & Haubtman, 
John A. Morris, 

E. H. Cunningham, 
R. Viterbo, 

H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Sohia, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E. & J. KoCK. 
Wm. Gario, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
a. l. monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
\V. P. Miles, 
Lezin a. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J. Jacob. 



The Cane Crop. 

The past week has brought clear and 
dry weather, although too cool for the 
season, and has been of great assistance 
to the planters in their efforts to com- 
plete their planting and this work is now 
practically finished throughout the sugar 
district. The crop has been inaugurated 
under favorable circumstances and the 
outlook at the present tinrc is encourag- 
ing and our planters are hopeful that if 
they are spared from the ill effects of 
adverse legislation in Washington the 
coming year may be a good pne. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters* Asso- 
ciation. 

The regular monthly meeting of this as- 
sociation will be held on Thursday, April' 
lo, at 8 p. m., at the meeting room of the 
Chamber of Commerce, corner of Union 
and Carondelet streets, New Orleans. 
The subject selected for discussion is 
"Fuel Oil for Bagasse Furnaces." An 
interesting meeting is anticipated and 
those who can do so should certainly be 
present and encourage this excellent or- 
ganization in the wonderfully good and 
effective work it is now doing and has 
done for the past twenty years. 



April Weather in New Orleans. 

The United States Weather Bureau 
has issued its bulletin covering the con- 
dition of April weather during the past 
31 years, from which we note some items 
of considerable interest: 

The mean or normal temperature for 
April has been 69 F. ; the warmest April 
weather was that of 1893, averaging 72 
F., and the coldest weather, that of 1898, 
averaging 65 F. The highest April tem- 
perature was 88 F. on April 23, 1889, and 
ihe lowest temperature, 38 F. on April 
2, 1881. 

The average April rainfall was 5.25 
inches and the greatest rainfall, 14.20 
inches, in 1883. The least April rainfall 
was .26 inches in 1891. The greatest 
rainfall in any 24 consecutive hours was 
9.22 inches on A'pril 7, 1883. 



A Sugar Trust in Denmark* 

The Danes are a thrifty people. They 
have unloaded their unprofitable little 
sugar islands down in the Caribbean Sea 
on to us. Now comes Consul Freeman 



who writes from Copenhagen that all the 
beet sugar factories in Denmark except 
one are under one management and the 
single outsider which is a co-operative 
concern, sells its sugar to the big cor- 
poration. 

There are about 30,000 acres planted 
in beets yielding about 400,000 tons or 
an average of 13 tons per acre and about 
40,000 tons of sugar are made. The 
beet growers of the year 1900-1901 re- 
ceived a bonus of $148,600. This was 
their share in the European beet sugar 
bounties. 

Or. Knapp'd Rice Misilion. 

^ Since the creation of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, no 
executive has brought to that department 
the capacity for effective work that is 
exhibited by the Hon. James Wilson, the 
present Secretary of Agriculture. Sec- 
retary Wilson's careful study and appre- 
ciation of the beet sugar industry has 
aided immensely in the wonderful de- 
velopment now going on in that indus- 
try. 

We now come to the rice industry, the 
great importance of which Secretary 
Wilson was quick to recognize. To in- 
vestigate and develop it he secured the 
services of that distinguished agricul- 
tural scientist. Dr. • S. A. Knapp, of 
Lake Charles, who, for twenty years, has 
been one of the foremost men in the 
development of Southwest Louisiana and 
in the introduction into that part of the 
state of the thousands of farmers from 
the Northwestern states who have made 
the prairies of Southwest Louisiana a 
waving field of golden rice and tripling 
the values of its lands every few years. 

We are now led to these reflections be- 
cause of the return of Dr. Knapp from 
nearly a year's tour of the far East as 
an agent of the Department of Agricul- 
ture in pursuit of information that 
might benefit the agriculturists of the 
United States. Dr. Rnapp has just re- 
turned and is now enroute to Washing- 
ton to report the result of his investiga- 
tions to Secretary Wilson. 

Dr. Knapp has been for years so thor- 
oughly conversant with Louisiana rice 
culture, that he Vvrould almost surely be 
led to devote especial attention to it. 
The Japan rice now so largely produced 
in this state was introduced by him, the 
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result of a former mission. He has now 
made an attempt to secure some early 
varieties of rice, believing this to be 
our most pressing need. If good rice 
can be got that will have time to mature 
before the August and September storms, 
it will be a Godsend to us. The greatest 
losses to the rice industry of this state 
have resulted from August and Septem- 
ber storms. Every day counts, and five 
or ten days gained may save a crop that 
would otherwise be lost by storm. 

Another feature of the rice crop is the 
danger to us from Oriental competition. 
Prof. Knapp does not see much danger 
in competition with us on the part of the 
Japanese, Chinese, or even with India, 
but he has some fear of Burma, perhaps 
the largest Eastern rice producer and 
certainly the largest producer for export. 
The lands there are kept fertile by the 
annual overflows of the great rivers and 
the yields of rice are phenomenal. The 
imports of foreign rice into this country 
are chiefly from Burma. 

Dr. Knapp has also been investigating 
another incident of the rice industry, 
how best to cook it. The Pan-American 
Kitchen and its successor at Charleston 
have taught the American people many 
novel methods of serving rice, but there 
are yet mysterious methods coming to 
us from the far East and Dr. Knapp will 
teach them to us. We have no doubt 
Dr. Knapp's data will be of great service 
to our rice planters of Louisiana and 
Texas and we highly commend Secretary 
Wilson's judgment in despatching such 
an exceptionally intelligent and able 
agent abroad for the purpose. 



Tire Miiilotus or Sweet Clover. 

This plant which has become quite 
common in South Louisiana during re- 
cent years and is regarded rather as an 
unwelcome weed than as even a pastur- 
age plant, is attracting some attention in 
Ohio where it is said to invade moist, 
trampled soils and to aid in their re- 
generation. The miiilotus that we have 
here has a yellow flower in cluster and 
resembles alfalfa in appearance and is 
quite a nuisance on sugar plantations. 
While it is young it is eaten by stock 
but is soon neglected. It looks like a 
handsome forage plant. When of any 
size horses and mules won't eat it. 

Director Thomas, of the Ohio Experi- 
ment Station, says : 

The appearance of sweet clover is a signal 
that the soil is out of condition. Its mission 
seems to be to occupy the waste places and 
neglected spots of the earth and to prepare 
them for the growth of other plants. 



A Model Plantation. 

Under the above title the Southern 
Record, of Jennings, La., refers, in a re- 
cent issue, to the Mayville rice plantation, 
which will this year have about 4,800 



acres of land in rice. This plantation last 
season produced, says the Record, 53,- 
950 bags of rice, averaging 11 sacks to 
the acre. The management has this year 
added another engine and pump to their 
already extensive irrigating facilities and 
will do work of increased excellence this 
coming season. Un to date there were 
600 acres of this year's crop of rice al- 
ready sown. 



A New Irrigating Canal. 

The Valley of the Teche, of March 29, 
reports that Messrs. Armand Broussard 
and J. B. Alexander have completed ar- 
rangements for the organization of a 
company to construct an irrigating canal 
within a few miles of Breaux Bridge. It 
is stated that prominent capitalists of 
Welsh and Lake Charles are interested 
and that the organization will be com- 
pleted and work begun on the canal with- 
in sixty days. 



A Cane Sugar Propaganda. 

In the Island of Trinidad Professor 
Camiody has been pressing his views as 
to the inauguration of a cane sugar pro- 
paganda, hoping thus to attract consum- 
ers to cane sugars as such and especially 
to foster the demand for cane sugars in 
Great Britain where there continues a 
considerable prejudice against beet su- 
gars founded doubtless upon their dis-^ 
agreeable odor and flavor except when 
made entirely pure by refining. 

At a recent meeting of the Trinidad 
Agricultural Society it was recommend- 
ed that a Cane Sugar Producers' Asso- 
ciation should be formed for the pur- 
poses herein expressed which are more 
definitely set forth in the following 
resume published in the journal of the 
society : 

(a) That the object of the AsBOclation be 
to point out to European and especially Brit- 
ish consumers, the superiority of cane sugar, 
and to institute prosecutions in respect of 
the sale of any article sold as cane sugar 
other than the product of tne sugar cane. 

(&) That ail growers of sugar cane in the 
British West Indies be requested to Join the 
Association. 

(c) That the funds necessary for the em- 
ployment 6f a suitable agent of the Associa- 
tion, and for other expenses connected with 
the work, be provided by a contribution of 
2d upon each ton of sugar exported. 



The Sale of the Caff rey Refinery. 

This Immense sugar manufacturing plant, 
located near Franklin in the parish of St. 
Mary, was sold during the past week at pub- 
lic auction by Ck)mmissioiier Brice at the 
front door of the Customhouse In New Or- 
leans. The Caffrey Refinery Is one of the 
largest sugar manufacturing establishments 
in Louisiana and in addition to the factory 
itself the Sterling and Peebles plantations 
were disposed of. These holdings were first 
ottered separately and subsequently offered 



in bulk. The principal bidders were Mr. 
Chas. Godchaut on one hand, and the bond 
holders, represented by Mr. James Legendre, 
on the other. The first bid made for the 
property in bulk exceeded the aggregate bids 
made for the separate offeringb, and after 
some lively bidding Mr. Chas. Godchaux be- 
came the purchaser at the price of 1160,000. 
Mr. Godchaux also purchased the Franklin 
and Abbeville railroad, and his purchases 
were made for account of a syndicate, among 
the principal members of which are hlmselt 
Mr. Frank Williams and Mr. William Ad- 
ler. Precisely what disposition they will 
make of the property has not yet been de- 
cided on, but they went to Franklin on Fri- 
day and expected to arrive at a conclusion 
during the next few days. 

Personal. 

Mr. O. D. Berwick of St. Mary parish was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. 
Berwick is a sugar planter of long experi- 
ence and is a thorough expert in all branches 
of his business. 

We received a very pleasant visit on Mon 
day last from Mr. Bdward Smedley, super- 
intendent of the Smedley Steam Pump Com- 
pany of Dubuque, Iowa. Mr. Smedley has 
been in Cuba investigating the conditionB in 
that much-talked-of island and believes that 
the situation is highly uncertain and that 
after the withdrawal of the United States 
troops almost anything may be expected. 
Mr. Smedley is a very high grade mechanical 
engineer and is known all over the country 
. as such. The Smedley Steam Pump Com- 
pany is represented in this city by Mr. A P. 
Slangerup, who is too well and favorably 
known to all our readers for us to comment 
on him In any way, 

Mr. J. B. Churchill, the wel^known planta- 
tion manager, and Mrs. Churchill, were at 
the St Charles hotel on Monday last 

Mr. Geo. Hill who has some extensive su- 
gar property near Baton Rouge, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. Hill is 
a son of 'that veteran sugar planter Mr. John 
Hill, who has been successfully engaged in 
sugar planting for very many years. 

Mr. J. w. Supple of Bayou Goula, La., was 
among the recent visitors to the city. He 
made his headquarters at the St. Charles 
hotel. 

We received a visit on Tuesday f rom^ Mr. 
W. C. Beauvais who has been out in Mexico 
as chief engineer of a large sugar house and 
who has returned to his home in New Or- 
leans, the Mexican crop being completed. 
Mr. Beauvais Is a first-class engineer and 
may return to Mexico again next seaiK>n. 

Mr. J. W. Libby paid us an appreciated 
visit on .Tuesday last. 

Mr. John D. Minor accompanied by Mrs. 
Minor and Miss Minor came down from 
Houma on Wednesday last and stopped at 
the St Charles hotel. 

Col. L. S. Clark of the Lagonda plantation 
on Bayou Teche was in the city last Thurs- 
day attending to^ various matters of business. 

Mr. F. C. Murphy, one of the prominent oil 
operators of Beaumont, Texas, who is sup- 
plying some of our planters with their fuel 
oil, was at the St Charles hotel during the 
latter part of the week. 

Governor H. C. Warmoth of the Magnolia 
plantation on the lower coast was a recent 
arrival of the St Charles hotel. 
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LOOAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBBBPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

March went out something like a lion — ^not 
exactly roaring, blustering and seeking 
whom and what he might devour, but with 
an unseasonably cool spell that still lingers 
with us and retards the growth of the sprout- 
ing crops. There were two visits from Jack 
Frost recorded in the meteorological regis- 
ters of our country precincts this week, but 
they were of the touch-and-go variety and 
appear to have done no material damage. 
Local Ooeerver Park reports a minimum 
temperature record of 46 degrees at Donald- 
sonville for the current week, but the water 
exposure of the town kept the frost away. 
There's "no other kick coming" to planters 
against the weather except as to its low aver- 
ages of temperature. There has been no 
rain since last Friday's trace and bright sun- 
shine and drying breezes have rendered the 
marshalling and operating of the field forces 
feasible, enabling those who had been belated 
with planting and get the remnant of their 
seed cane into the ground. There appears to 
be no difference of opinion as to the soundness 
and promising character of both plant cane 
and ratoons, and, leaving the possible antics 
of the elements and the politicians out of the 
calculation, the present outlook is encourag- 
ing and satisfactory. 

An interesting meeting of the Ascension 
Club was held Wednesday with President 
Henry McCall in the chair, Vice-President 
Dr. McGalliard, Secretary Bentley and 
Treasurer F. B. Lemann of the official house- 
hold being also on hand. Among the other 
members in attendance were Richara McCall, 
E. H. Barton, Myer' Lemann, W. L Barton, 
Capt. J. A. Lanier, Dr. Jno. D. Hanson and 
associate members E. P. Munson and P. J. 
Brand. The minutes of the March session 
were read and approved, a report from the 
treasurer received and adopted, and Henry 
J. Himel, an exemplary young man from St 
James who has recently become a resident of 
DonaldsonviUe, was elected to associate 
membership. 

The president announced that the annual 
election of officers would take place at the 
next meeting, on the first Wednesday of May, 
and after the matter had been briefly can- 
vassed, it was unanimously resolved that the 
anniversary should be commemorated in the 
same manner as last year; that the full mem- 
bers should entertain the associate members 
at dinner. A committee composed of F. B. 
Lemann, chairman; Dr. Jno. D. Hanson, K. 
McCall, L. E. Bentley and Dr. W. M. McGal- 
liard, was appointed to take the affair in 
hand and do all things necessary in the 
premises. It was further decided that the 
hour of the function should be changed from 
3 to 7 o'clock p. m. for the convenience of 
members who are not able to be present at 
the earlier hour. The time for the meeting 



of the club on that day was deferred from 
12 m. to 5 p. m. to correspond with the later 
dinner hour. 

The concluding half-hour of the club's ses- 
sion was devoted to a discussion of crop 
topics and a comparison of opinions and ob- 
servations by the planters present. W. I. 
Barton said that comparatively little of his 
crop is up, but the ratoons are good and all 
indications favorable, Judging from the con- 
dition of the cane in the ground. He con- 
siders the situation better in this respect 
than it has been at this season for the past 
five years. Plant cane is earlier, and ratoons 
later than last year. 

Henry I'tfcCali cited an instance to illus- 
trate how rapidly cane will advance when 
properly worked and under favorable weath- 
er conditions. A piece of stubble in new 
land on Evan Hall which "had been very 
backward up to the 15th of April last year, 
was taken in hand and thoroughly worked, 
and in a week's time it was as far advanced 
as any on the plantation. Mr. Barton 
thought that, with warm weather, both stub- 
ble and plant cane would be well advanced 
by the middle of this month. He has more 
plant cane up now than he had on the 1st of 
May, 1901. 

E. H. Barton said he had injured his stub- 
ble from 25 to 30 per cent, the year of the last 
freeze by working it too early. Richard Mc- 
Call and E. P. Munson confirmed the view 
that It was risky to work stubble too early. 
Mr. McCall remarked that the cane this sear 
son seems to be coming out very large and 
healthy. Henry McCall auded that the suck- 
ers are very sound, sappy and pretty— cut a 
little off the top and the rest is found as 
sound as a gold dollar. B. H. Barton com- 
mented upon the fine, full stands of both 
plant and stubble he had noticed in passing 
through the Messrs. Lemann's Souvenir 
plantation a day or two before, and Myer Le- 
mann expressed the opinion that their Sou- 
venir crop was more advanced than that of 
the firm's oiner places. After some, further 
talk in the same vein, the club adjourned. 

The Ascension police Jury met on Wednes- 
day and passed an ordinance creating the 
Mississippi and Lafourche drainage district 
and elected Myer Lemann commissioner for 
this parish. The same ordinance will be 
submitted to the police Juries of Assumption 
and St. James next week and it is expected 
that the board of commissioners will be or- 
ganized before the 1st of May. Of this, 
more anon. Asoi^nsion. 



Iberville. 

(SPBCIAIi C0BBB8P0NDEMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week has been unseasonably cool 
for the young crops and two frosts in suc- 
cession have given the early com a slightly 
yellow tinge and apparently checked its 
growth, and that of other plants. All are 
dellgnted with the dryness of the weather 



and are putting in good licks this week. The 
late rains have packed the ground and it 
will require considerable stirring up to put 
it in condition again. Stubble digging and 
corn planting are the principal works unde^ 
way now. 

Mr. Frederick D. Robertson, of Plaque- 
mine, reports the stubbles as a long t{me 
showing up this year and fears they will be 
bad. 

All parties interested have at last signed 
the contract for the drainage canal which is 
intended to drain the lower, end of the 
square league and work will commence on 
this important adjunct to agriculture in a 
short while. Several other large drainage 
ventures are under discussion, viz.: Bayou 
Tigris, Bayou Labutte and Bayou Brand, 
and to those who have the matters in hand 
we would say persevere — your work will be 
a public benefaction. 

The Messrs. Wilbert of Plaquemine are 
preparing to burn oil as fuel at their fine 
Myrtle Grove Factory, on Bayou Jacob, and 
it would appear from present indications 
that the sugar people of Iberville will not use 
ten boats of cqal to harvest the coming crop. 

The farm of the late Joseph Martinez, back 
of White Castle, will be sold at public auc- 
tion by the sheriff on the 19th inst., and will 
afford a good opportunity for a farmer of 
moderate means to acquire a place favorably 
located for the sale and delivery of cane. 

Those of our planters whb have not laid 
in their supply of pease ere this will have 
to pay a good price, and profiting by their 
experience, would it not be well tp gather 
their complement each year, and keep this 
money at home? If we raised all we needed 
at home, we would not be so depejndent upon 
the action of Congress. 

The sale of saw mill of Messrs. McDouald 
Bros. & Wilson, at Plaquemine, to the 
Schwing Lumber & Shingle Company, Ltd., 
was consunmiated this week. The consid- 
eration paid was $23,000. The new company 
has added a shingle mill, dry-kiln and other 
improvements and now have a splendidly 
equipped plant.^ 

The water in the river will soon be at a 
good height for siphoning. So far no fear of 
danger from high water is apprehended and 
our rice people would like to see the river 
remain at a respectable stand. 

Work of boring for oil on the Barbi^y 
tract south of White Castle was actively 
begun last week, by parties from Nebraska, 
who are working with confidence and who 
are making contracts to bore at other places 
in close proximity. The work is being 
watched with interest 

Court progresses, but there are not many 
candidates for penitentiary honors this term. 
The case of Sitgreaves Adams vs. Gustave 
Drews, involving the title to a tract of land 
on Grand river, was decided in favor of 
plaintiffs and defendant has appealed. 

Iberville. 
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Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDBKCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Tlanter: 

The weather has been very unfavorable for 
the past week for farm products and vegeta- 
tion generally. For four days past the ther- 
mometer has been standing round 60 de- 
grees during the night and often very much 
lower than that in the mornings. It has 
-been real fall weather and it seems to be 
holding out distressingly long. Rice, cane 
and corn that is up has been checked in 
growth materially by this cool spell and all 
vegetation that was so luxuriously spring- 
ing but of the ground in this section of the 
globe is checked in Its healthy growth. Rice 
will be set back at least a week and corn 
will suffer the ravages of the cut worms, as 
well as the influences of the weather. 

The rice farmers are progressing very 
nicely with their planting. All lands have 
l>een prepared and planting is being pushed 
to completion. Hundreds of acres of rice 
are already up in many sections and the 
"Early Bird" rice planter, Mr. Eraste Mou- 
ton, began pumping water on 300 acres of 
rice some four or five days ago. Mr. Mouton 
has the earliest rice in the rice section of 
Southwest Louisiana and will doubtless be 
the first on the market with new crop rice 
this season. He will plant 1,500 acres in 
rice. Many parties are held back in this 
section from planting rice on account of not 
being able* to g^et wells completed that have 
been contracted for. The Morris Deep Well 
Company, of Jeanerette, has contracts for 
several wells here that they have failed so 
far to put down and as they have left the 
territory temporarily it is not known when 
the work will be done. There is a first-class 
opening here for a Deep Well Company, that 
will be prompt in fulfilling its contracts. 
TJhere are being thousands of acres of com 
planted in this section this year. Many 
farmers have plowed up their cane entirely 
and have planted corn instead. Cane is com- 
ing up very nicely and the prospects are for 
a good stand, but there is but little interest 
being taken in the plant either by the farm- 
er or manufacturer. Lands are being rapid- 
ly prepared for cotton and the acreage will 
be larger than was at first expected. Messrs. 
Durke and Broussard, of Lafayette, will erect 
a Round Lap bale system on their farm Just 
north of Abbeville, and there is talk of a 
similar system being put in in the town of 
Abbeville; there will be one erected in the 
town of Erath, just six miles east of Abbe- 
ville. These improvements in baling and 
the increased price warranted will stimulate 
the acreage. 

The Rushmere Planting and Milling Com- 
pany, Ltd., has engaged the services of Mr. 
W. D. Lyons, of this parish, as field manager 
of their plantation west of town. Mr. Lyons 
is a very good man for the place. P. C. M. 



past month and the farmers have been mak- 
ing rapid progress in the planting of the 
snowy cereal and up to this present time 
I should Judge that some 12,000 acres have 
been planted. Many farmers have rice up 
two and three inches high. The rice crop 
as a whole in this section will be an early 
one. 

The farmers of this section are all smiles 
this week over an article which appeared in 
, the Picayune of March 3lst. the substance 
of which is that Civil Engineer C. B. Babbitt 
of New Orleans, representing capital from 
the Crescent City, is in Oueydan ready to 
put down deep wells for rice irrigating pur- 
poses, and does not require one dollar in 
advance. The proposition is this; that a 
farmer owning 150 acres of land can have 
a 10-inch deep well ,put down, complete, with 
engine and pump, by pledging two sacks of 
rice to the acre on 150 acres for five years, 
after which the entire plant becomes the 
property of the farmers, free of any acidl- 
tional payments. The farmers heretofore 
have been paying the canal companies one- 
fifth, or two sacks to the acre, water rent, 
and at the end of five years they would re- 
ceive nothing: but with this well company, 
in five years they would have a 10-lnch deep 
well complete, with all machinery paid for. 
The proposition is a novel one and is receiv- 
ing the hearty applause of all the farmers. 
Many contracts have already been signed 
for wells, with numbers of others awaiting 
their turn to come. X. P. 



West Vemiilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 
Ideal farm weather has prevailed for the 



Avoyelles. 

( SPECIAL CORBBSPONDENCE. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The excessive wet spell which prevailed 
during the past week stopped all farm work 
and planting up to the morning of the 31st, 
at which date plowing and planting were re- 
sumed. 

The lowest temperature noted at this place 
by the writer during the past month was 40 
degrees at six o'clock on the morning of 
the 31st, and frost was visible in low places 
back from the bayou. The highest temper- 
ature recorded at the same hour during the 
past month was on the 28th, when the mer- 
cury registered 71 degrees. The 28th was a 
dark and rainy day from sunrise to sunset. 
The first day of April came in with the tem- 
perature at 41 degrees at daylight and there 
was a light frost, but owing to the dry wind 
from the north the more tender vegetation 
escaped uninjured so far as I can learn. The 
morning of the second came in fair and cool 
with the temperature at 40 degrees and frost 
visible and it may check the growth of 
vegetation. The warm and damp weather 
which prevailed during the past week caused 
all vegetation to sprout out in an astounding 
way and to put forth its bloom and foliage. 

Cane is growing up fast and in some places 
it is pushing up through the soil where the 
rows have not for want of time, labor and 
fair weather, been scraped, which is a very 



good proof that plant cane is sound and full 
of vitality. The importance of at least a 
week or ten days of dry weather Is now very 
much felt. In due time the cane raisers will 
have an opportunity to finish scraping cane, 
digging stubble and planting corn, of which 
there are still many acres in this parish to 
plant. On all places where the proper atten- 
tion has been given to drainage the lands 
are dry and in better tilth. It is also no- 
table that the first planting of com on the 
better drained lands is now up to a fine 
stand and on some places it is large enough 
to receive the first working. Grass plots are 
now growing nicely and present a refreshing 
appearance. The oat fields which escaped 
the winter's freezes will. Judging from pres- 
ent appearances, yield a fair crop when har- 
vested. Alfalfa, which has recently sprung 
into such favor with the planters in this 
part of the state, bids fair to yield a heavy 
tonnage of hay during the spring and sum- 
mer months. It is a pity that more of this 
excellent forage plant was not sown during 
the past fall. For alfalfa furnishes not only 
an excellent quality of hay for feeding horses 
and mules but it can be fed with profit to 
milch cows, beef cattle and swine. The vel- 
vet bean which was the rage a few years 
past was never experimented with to any 
great extent by the planters in. this part of 
the country. There is no doubt that the 
velvet bean has some good qualities as a for- 
age plant and soil renovator. However, It 
has not met with as much favor for general 
purposes as the cow pea has. 

I learn that a pumping plant has now been 
put in on the Chretien plantation, situated 
some sixteen miles south of this place in ^t 
Landry, for the purpose of flooding a large 
acreage of land, which is being prepared for 
rice growing. The first day of this month 
found not. a few of the more advanced plant- 
ers engaged in sowing cotton seed, which 
with the favorable season will soon germi- 
nate and grow up. Every farmer and plant- 
er who has the land to spare should plant 
during tne month of June a few acres of 
Mexican June corn, which has apparently 
proved to be all that is claimed for It wher- 
ever it has been planted and tested in the 
Red River district It is also claimed by 
those who have grown this excellent variety 
of corn that it will yield from fifty to sixty 
bushels of grain per acre and a good quality 
of excellent forage and fodder. EIbin. 



5t. James— Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After an entire week of damp, threatening 
weather, it now looks as if order has been re- 
stored in that department, and we have 
been enjoying ideal spring weather since 
last Sunday. The only redeeming point 
about the aforesaid damp weather was its 
magic influence upon vegetation; everything 
in that line is peeping out of the soil with 
wide open eyes, willing to make a big leap. 
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Since yesterday (Tuesday) a cold blanket 
was thrown over the growing ardor of the 
vegetable kingdom, which was Intensified by 
the appearance of Jack Frost two mornings 
in succession. Of course his advent was not 
welcomed and was moreover uncalled for, 
because it always produces a shock to tender 
shoots, and has a tendency to check their 
growing propensities, but fortunately only 
temporarily, for with the return of warm 
weather, the progress of the crop will be re- 
newed, and probably the first of May will 
open upon a green field, a result which usu- 
ally signalizes the coming of a good crop. 
The process of cultivation has been thorough 
and the favorable weather conditions of 
nearly a fortnight have enabled planters to 
accomplish a large amount of work, and 
systematize eveFything in the field, overcom- 
ing to a certain extent the inconveniences of 
a scarcity of labor, which is a drawback 
everywhere. Cultivation is about the only 
kind of work how in vogue, as nothing else 
in the line of repairing or building has yet 
been attempted on account of planters being 
determined to expend only what is strictly 
necessary thiis year. The only factory work 
which will probably be done this year will 
be the fixtures required for oil, which will 
be the leading fuel here, as well as in other 
districts, not only among our sugar plant- 
ers, but also among rice planters. The lat- 
ter are beginning their crop under very 
favorable auspices, for not only is rice being* 
planted without trouble, but irrigation is also 
focilitated owing to the present stage of the 
river. 

The latest improvement in th<) vicinity of 
St. James station is the Rives, and Brogan's 
shingle mill, which is on the eve of com- 
pletion; also the Deas and Alexander Pop 
factory. As a consequence, there is a very 
decided appearance of prosperity, and "go" 
in this neighborhood, which denotes success. 

'Mr. J. Armitage, manager of the At-mant 
emporium, of the Miles Planting and Man- 
ufacturing Compjuiy, attended the cotillon 
in Donaldsonville last Tuesday night 

Mrs. Louise Sobral, of PiKe's Peak, is slow- 
ly recovering from a relapse of the grip. 

Miss Aline Vega and her sister, Mrs. W. 
W. Dean, of Minnesota, spent last week at 
the home of Mr. A. M. Sobral, of Oak Alley 
plantation. 

Miss E. Sobral, of Oak Alley plantation, 
attended the Fucich-Soubat wedding in New 
Orleans last Monday. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Vegas, of Richbend plan- 
tation, entertained Messrs. Vega and Goette 
of Donaldsonville, last Tuesday. 

St. James. 



5t, James— -Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBEBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Liouisiana Planter: 

Very little has occurred since last writing 
different from the ordinary happenings, ex- 
cept that another real cold wave has visited 
us, proving quite disagreeable and unwel- 



come. The latter part of last week was, like 
the beginning, as we mentioned in last is- 
sue, very damp and sultry, and it was not 
before Friday evening late that a change 
was produced, when quite suddenly the 
clouds that had been overhanging for over 
a week, disappeared and the bright sun ra- 
diantly shone, and the strong south wind 
which blew with great velocity the entire 
day Friday, at night veered to the north and 
brought about this cold wave, which is still 
with us. Spring is now here, but so far un- 
accompanied by that beautiful weather which 
is so appreciated after a long and dismal 
winter. Still the blooming of nature is ma- 
terializing daily, and the tardy pecan tree 
is showing full life and sprouting quite rap- 
idly, having awakened from its death-like 
sleep, and this tree's budding is considered 
as a sure sign of winter being at an end, 
but experience shows us that the surest signs 
sometimes fail. 

Work on the plantations continues very 
much in the same way; where cane planting 
is terminated, corn is being attended to, and 
rice is now receiving the attention of many. 
Some of the early corn planters are having 
a view of their crop, as it is rapidly coming 
out of the ground. 

The great thing now occupying all parties 
interested in fuel, is the oil question. Many 
have adopted it already, and now the rice 
planters are making arrangements to bum 
it instead of coal at their irrigating pumps. 
Mr. O. Tanguis, who leases the Model Farm 
lands, which he is cultivating again in rice, 
has made arrangements with Mr. Loisel, who 
is to furnish him with oil and a tank, for 
the purpose. The outfit is not an expensive 
one, as it can be put up for about $150, and 
the economy comes in when only one fire- 
man is required to do the work instead of 
two, thus cutting the ^expenses in half. 

A new venture in our parish and one which 
will prove of great interest and value, is 
the shingle factory being established at or 
near St. James station. A concern of the 
kind is always beneficial in a place, as it 
furnishes occupation to many, and promotes 
home industry. 

Bids have been received for the repairs 
on the Court House, and Contractor Oubre, 
of Donaldsonville, has the wotk in charge. 
Overhauling and cleaning has been begun. 

Dr. L. A. Gaudin, of Convent, is having 
his palatial mansion painted and well re- 
paired. A coating of white paint will renew 
its already beautiful appearance. 

Attorney P. M. Lambremont was on a visit 
to Baton Rouge Tuesday. Messrs. Pugh & 
Himel, also attorneys, were on a professional 
visit to St. Tammsgiy parish last week. 

Convent. 



doubly welcome, coming, as it did, in the 
wake of the miserable weather that pre- 
vailed last week. Indeed, the spell of weath- 
er we are having just now is rather remark- 
able, all things considered. Last Saturday 
was clear, bright and balmy, but late that 
afternoon the temperature began to fall and 
continued on the downward grade until the 
minimum was reached Wednesday morning, 
the thermometer registering 38 degrees. 
Tuesday morning was also quite cold, a 
heavy frost and, it is claimed, some ice being 
in evidence. At all events, it is certain that 
there was frost both mornings, as it was de- 
cidedly conspicuous just before sunrise. 

Field work has been rushed with a vim the 
past week and considerable progress was 
made toward completing the work of cane 
planting, which has been seriously retarded 
by the bad weather that has prevailed to 
such an extent during the past two months. 
Those who have not yet finished planting 
would have done so had it not been for the 
untimely rains of March 23-28. However, 
field operfitions are backward all along the 
line. Every planter complains that it has 
been many years since field work was as far 
behind the average for this date as it is now. 
Two conditions have combined to bring about 
this result, viz: bad weather and scarcity of 
labor. 

The cane crop is coming out very slowly, 
and it is quite impossible as yet to say what 
the stand will be. The concensus of opinion 
seems to be that a fair stand of both plant 
and stuDole will be obtainea. One thing is 
quite certain: A great deal oi seed cane Is 
"spotted" and considerable "thick" planting 
has been done. In some places fall plant is 
coming out very nicely. Opinions difter as 
to what the stubbles will bring forth. Some 
planters contend that they are in good condi- 
tion and will give a good stand; others think 
they were injured by the severe freeze of 
December 14-21. 

Very little com has been planted to date. 

A number of planters have made contracts 
for tanks in which to place the fuel oil 
which will be used next fall. Mr. Simon Le- 
Blanc, who is cultivating several hundred 
acres of rice in this parish, is running his 
steam pump with fuel oil. 

West Baton Rouge. 



Trade Notes. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

So far we have had a splendid week — one 
of the best of the year — which has been 



Jos. Dixon Crucihle Co. — ^The ability of the 
American engineer to design steel structures 
of great strength and pleasing architectural 
effect, is shown in the eight half-tones on the 
handsome souvenir mailing card issued by 
the Joseph Dixon Crucible Company, of Jer- 
sey City, N. J. The card is a piece of ar- 
tistic advertising on the part of the company, 
and will prove of decided interest to con- 
structing engineers and architects, to whom 
it will be sent on request 

Dixon's Silica-Graphite Paint, which pro- 
tects these structures from corrosion, has 
been very extensively used in the South, 
West and sea-coast sections of the United 
States, also in Mexico, Australia, China, Ja- 
pan, West Indies and Philippine Islands, and 
has proven its protective and wearing quali- 
ties in all climates. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

(8PBGIAL C0BXB8F0MDBNCB.) 

Bebun, March 15, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The week under review was marked by the 
advent of a cold snap which surprised the 
farmers in anything but an agreeable man- 
ner, the more so as the temperature, whlcl^ 
went from 16 degrees above zero down to 
8 5-16 degrees below zero, was, in many local- 
ities, accompanied by heavy snow falls. As 
a matter of course it will be some time be- 
fore the snow and ice will thaw off, and still 
another lapse of time will be required before 
the fields become dry enough to permit an 
active commencement of^fl^ld work. It will 
hardly be possible for this to take place dur- 
ing this month and consequently it seems al- 
most certain that the sowing of the beets 
can not be started at a particularly early 
date. 

In some of the other European beet coun- 
tries they seem to be somewhat better off in 
this respect; for instance in France the 
weather has been predominately warm, and 
although the nights were rather cool the cli- 
matic circumstances were favorable for thd 
execution of field work, which is consequent- 
ly more advanced in that country, in propor- 
tion as the weather has been favorable for it. 
In Austria, however, they have had less sat- 
isfactory weather and there, at the most re- 
cent advices, a sort of supplementary winter 
has set in. In Holland and Belgium the 
feather has been dry and cool, but the fields 
are too wet to permit any regular plowing 
of the soil, and Russia reports a change in 
the weather indicating the approach of 
spring, so that there is some hope there of 
starting beet culture at a reasonable date. 

As to the extent of the coming beet plant- 
ing there are figures indicating a probable 
reduction of from 15 to 20 per cent, as 
against last year, which, provided the crop 
turns out to be about the same to the acre as 
last year, would be equivalent to a curtailing 
of the beet sugar production of between one 
million and one million and thirty thousand 
tons. There are people, however, who do not 
believe that this reduction will take place. 
They think that many farmers and sugar 
manufacturers, desiring to taice advantage of 
the bounty system for the last time, would 
not reduce their output and might even in- 
crease it. 

This, however, is not probable, for the 
sugar manufacturers are not in a position to 
pay high prices for beets and besides it is 
not at all certain that the bounty system in 
the continental countries will be abolished at 
the date fixed by the Brussels conference. 
The result of this conference continues to 
form the mam topic discussed in the political 
and special press and the chances of its con- 
clusions being adopted by the respective par- 
liaments, are discussed in a more or less 
heated manner. In Austria it seems that 
the sugar industry is willing to submit to the 



new state of affairs, as outlined by the Brus- 
sels conference, but it seems that the Aus- 
trian government has promised to indemnify 
the farmers and sugar manufacturers • by 
passing administrative and legislative meas- 
ures which will ensure their existence and 
prosperity outside of, and without the aid of, 
the bounties. The French will, apparently, 
be less inclined to follow the course pursued 
by their government, for their bounties be- 
ing the highest of all, except those of Russia, 
they will sustain the greatest loss, and it 
must be admitted that the French sugar in- 
dustry has to contend with less favorable 
conditions than their Eastern neighbors. 
Nevertheless it seems that it was partly at 
the instigation of France that the bounty 
question has been taken up, and the resolu- 
tion arrived at by the convention is said to 
be partly the work of that country; if so, it is 
difficult to explain Just why. It is a fact 
that France with her two kinds of bounties, 
nearly succeeded in driving the German su- 
gar from the English markets as can easily 
be proven by *the statistics. But when by 
means of the Kartel, an act of self-defense, 
the Germans and Austrians secured also a 
double bounty, the French exhibited a great 
amount of anxiety with regard to the exist- 
ence of the Kartel and very likely their an- 
tagonism toward an institution of this kind 
led them to indulge in a precipitate and 
hasty treatment of the whole question. 

This is no doubt the opinion of the major- 
ity of the German sugar growers, but wheth- 
er the Reichstag will reject the conclusions 
of the convention is another question, as even 
the Agrarian party, who are the born adver- 
saries of the convention, are wavering in 
their stand. 

The latest advices from America denote 
that the United States is willing to declare 
its adhesion to the convention which has 
wrought great changes in the sugar political 
situation. 

The German beet campaign of 1901 and 
1902 may be considered finished as far as 
beet working is concerned. At the end of 
February, 15,977,131 tons of beets had been 
worked as against 13,253,908 tons in 1901, 
so that it will be seen that 2,723,223 tons 
more were worked this year than last 

The yield in the factory amounts at pres- 
ent to 13.30 per cent as against 13.71 per cent 
at the same time last year, which confirms 
my estimate of a larger yield per acre but a 
slightly lower quality. It may be fairly sup- 
posed that the yield in the factory will fin- 
ally be about 13.70 per cent as against 14.14 
per cent last year and that consequently 
from the above quantity of beets, about 2,- 
182,500 tons of sugar will be extracted, and 
adding the outturn of the molasses working 
establishments of about 110,000 tons, the to- 
tal production of the campaign will probably 
reach 2,290,000 tons as against 1,876,376 tons 
(all of raw value) for 1900 and 1901. 

The markets were last week in the dullest 
condition imaginable. Buyers, both for re- 



finery purposes and for export, kept aloof tor 
the greater part of the week and when they 
came in the market they bid much lower 
prices, which at first sellers declined to ac- 
cept. But towards the close some transac- 
tions were brou^t about on the basis of the 
lower prices and 88 per cent sugars, prompt 
delivery, dropped to M 7.40 to 7.75 and deliv- 
ery for March is quoted at M 6.25. Refined 
continued good and unchanged in price, 

Robert Hennio. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL CGBSESPGMDBNCS.) 

Honolulu, Hawah, March 19, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There has been hut little change in the su- 
gar situation here since l^t week. There 
have been slight rains, but not enough to af- 
fect the crop either one way or the other. 
The heavy rains of a few weeks ago filled the 
reservoirs to overfiowing, and there will be 
no lack of water for months to come, even 
though there is no more rain at all. 

The Brussels conference has been the sub- 
ject of considerable discussion during the 
week, but the lack of definite statements 
from Europe has made it impossible for local 
planters to know exactly what has been done. 
It is agreed that should the bounty system 
be abolished there would be an advance in 
the price, owing to the cutting out of acreage 
and the consequent reduction of the output 
• The meetings of the sugar companies (or 
the year, have nearly all been held. The Pio- 
neer Company at its meeting reported the 
necessity of the loan of $750,000 to make 
needed improvements, but nothing was done 
by the stockholders regarding that matter. 
The reports did not show a very satisfactory 
state of affairs, and the output for the year 
was nearly one-half less than that of a year 
ago. 

The report of the Oloa plantation makes a 
remarkably fine showing, especially as this 
is one of the newer corporations. The as- 
sessments on stock have been suspended for 
the present, and the returns from the present 
crop are expected to furnish the $1,200,000 
needed to continue the development of the 
property during the year. 

The manager reported for the year the de- 
velopment of the water system by cane 
fiumes. The plan was not looked upon with 
favor by practical men, but has been in every 
way successful, and the water supply was 
amply sufficient for every requirement A 
storage reservoir, holding 750,000 gallons, is 
nearly completed, and another of the same 
capacity is to be built. The Olaa mill which 
has been completed for only about three 
months, was found to fill all requirements* 
and it has been in every way satisfactory. 
The new mill has a capacity of 200 tons of 
sugar per day. 

As regards the labor situation, the man- 
ager says in his report: 

"In common with the entire planting inter- 
ests of the country, Olaa could have used to 
advantage a larger number of laborers dur- 
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ing the past year, but has suffered as little as 
almost any plantation. Bat for the fact that 
harvesting is now going on, we would have 
about enough people; as it is we could do 
better with several hundred more. 

"During the past year a number of Porto 
Ricans have been added to the labor force. 

"We have on the plantation 237 Porto Ri- 
cans, including women and children. 

"Although there is among them a good 
deal of poor material, the majority of them 
are fair workers and we have had little 
trouble with them. I think that one prime 
reason for this is that we have continuously 
maintained in our employ a thoroughly com- 
petent interpreter, so that there has been no 
misunderstanding between laborers and man- 
ager as to what was wanted on either side." 

The report showed over 4,000 acres of cane 
now being ground, and it is expected to aver- 
age Ave tons to the acre. Ine 1902 crop is 
nearly 5,000 acres, and the total crop for 1903 
will be 6,500 acres. 

The report of the directors and officers at 
the annua.1 meeting of the Kohala Sugar 
Company yesterday shows the year to have 
been fairly good. 

In his report, Manager Olding gave the es- 
timate of the crop of 1901 as amounting to 
3160 tons. Of the 1902 crop, 220 acres of, 
plant and 280 acres of ratoon cane had al- 
ready been harvested on the date of the re- 
port, February 6, 1902. This yielded about 
one-half ton of sugar per acre. On account 
of the extremely dry weather during the 
grinding season, the tops of cane could not 
be used for seed, which necessitated the us- 
ing of 106 acres of plant and forty acres of 
seed cane for this purpose. There remains 
to be harvested 530 acres of plant cane and 
180 acres of ratoons. Th« yie*.* of this area 
is conservatively estimated at 1800 tons. The 
1903 crop consists of 620 acres of plant and 
430 acres of ratoon cane. 

As the plantation has used no kind of fer- 
tilizer for the past thirty years, analysis has 
shown the soil to be very poor in available 
plant foods. As a consequence, fertilizers 
will uave to be largely used to insure good 
crops in the future. 

There has been considerable development 
during the year in providing irrigation 
plants, and the reservoirs have been enlarged 
and improved. There has been a great im- 
provement in ^e labor situation in Kohala, 
the Porto Ricans having turned out well 
here, though the rate paid labor has been un- 
usually high, adding greatly to the cost of 
sugar production. There was some discus- 
sion over tne issuance of bonds, but action 
on this matter was postponed for two weeks. 

On the stock market there has been consid- 
erable activity in sugar stocks of late, there 
having been an increased demand all along 
the line. Stocks generally are gradually be- 
coming stronger. 

The summons sent by President Roosevelt 
to Governor Dole for a conference in Wash- 
ington, is well received here, as it indicates 



that nothing will be done, until the President 
is fully acquainted with all the facts. The 
friends of Dole take this as a distinct vic- 
tory, for the governor has so far steadfastly 
refused to make a fight for his place, and his 
call to "Washington will now mean, that he 
will not withhold any of the facts in his pos- 
session. The anti-Dole or Humphreys crowd 
are very much disturbed over Roosevelt's 
action, and are hurrying on representatives 
to first reach the ear of the President, in an 
attempt to head ofF any disclosures Dole may 
make. Kaka. 



Barbados. 

February ought to be, from the agricul- 
tural point of view, a watery month, giving 
the young canes a good send-oft and bringing 
the old ones up to a fine finish of juicy ripe- 
ness, but February 1902 seems to have been 
born out of season, bright and breezy — a pre- 
maturely ideal month for reaping with no 
rainfall to speak of, only 35 parts being 
registered in our district. The impress of 
this droutniness on the young crop is notice- 
able chiefly in the increasing number of dead 
holes caused by numerous cracks and fissures 
in the gaping, thirsty earth. The value of 
early threshing is very noticeable this year. 
Some estates have been able to apply a resi- 
duum of last year's trash with marked ad- 
vantage; and, of course, as fast as fields are 
reaped and trash available, the protecting 
mulch is being applied. This useful work 
employs many hands, and, next to the opera- 
tions of reaping, is the chief field work of 
the season. The loss which the incendiary 
inflicts not only on the agriculture of the Is- 
land, but on his brethren of the laboring 
class, by burning up this useful material, is 
so great that, were he a thinking animal be 
would pause before applying the match to 
such valuable but inflammable matter. It is 
noticeable that the early plairted canes which 
were well rooted by the December rains have 
faced more bravely the dry windy weather. 
The heavy casualties are among the January 
plantings whlcn require frequent supplying, 
but supplying In dry earth is of doubtful 
value, and these fields will probably have to 
be regulated later on by shoots or stumps. 
The seasons as well as the times are chang- 
ing and planters will have to change with 
them and early planting become more gen- 
eral. The yield of the crop under reaping 
continues fairly on the improve. The Juice 
is of exceptional purity and therefore easy of 
conversion into firm, crystalline sugar, 
wholesome muscovado which the world does 
not buy because the chemicalized world does 
not know its food value. If the British Gov- 
ernment really desire to help us without 
pauperizing us altogether, we would suggest 
to them to buy up our island crop of whole- 
some muscovado to energise their troops in 
South Africa. It would help both ways, and 
be cheaper and more useful that stampeding 
mules. 

The urgent necessity of keeping the labor- 



ers in employment, aa well aa scarcity of 
fodder for the cattle, have combined to force 
on the reaping of the early ripened canes, 
which will fast disappear with a continuance 
of the favorable weather. And then, what 
then? The merchants have answered the 
question plainly enough: that, unless there 
is some marked improvement in the sugar 
trade, it will be impossible for them to con- 
tinue to scatter, when the present crop is 
reaped, the weekly wage which feeds the 
population. The outlook is gloomy enough. 
We have faced difficulties enough before this, 
and although we may not altogether have ' 
overcome them, yet we have managed to sur- 
vive. It is not the difficulty of the situation 
that we now mind, but its adamantine impoa- 
sibility. Never has there been such a dead- 
lock in our trade. The market of the United 
States closing against us by natural develop- 
ment, while that of our own Mother Oountry 
is blocked by the unnatural results of an un- 
natural free-trade, tnat, deaf to common 
sense, and blind to the teachings of economy, 
hungers and thirsts for cheapness no matter 
how consummated, has brought about the in- 
evitable result that the sugar which we are 
now expensively making is almost valueless 
— one dollar — or about four shillings per one 
hundred pounds being the wretched price 
now unwillingly oftered by one or two buy- 
ers, and some days not offered at all. 

There was a fall in the price of sugar yes- 
terday, bags being quoted at $1.20 per 100 lbs. 
and hogsheads at $1.00, as against $1.05 and 
$1.25 respectively — the prices of Tuesday 
last. A little molasses was sold early in the 
day at 8 cents per gallon — the price quoted 
on Tuesday last One firm, which offered 
only 7 cents, effected no purchases, planters 
holding for the higher price. The sales of 
produce on tne whole were small. — Agricul- 
tural Reporter, March 15. 



Irrigation in Hawaii. 

KuKAiAU, Hawaii, March 10, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Very few people, I think, outside of Ha- 
waii, have any idea of the magnitude of the 
irrigation system of the Islands, or the cost 
to install and maintain them. Some idea 
of their magnitude, however, may be realized 
from the fact that a single pumping plant of 
the largest size costs nearly $200,000, and 
quite a number of them are required for a 
single plantation. Some idea of the cost of 
running them will also be had when it is 
stated th^Lt the cost for fuel alone for some 
of the plantations is as much as $20,000 per 
month. And there are one, or two, where 
this amount is exceeded. All of the planta- 
tions on Oahu, and nearly all of those on 
Kauai and Maui use irrigation, and the 
amount of money that has been spent in 
perfecting the various systems, and for the 
machinery is something enormous. 

As all of this machinery, pumping plants, 
etc., has been bought in America, it shows 
that Uncle Sam profits not a little by the 



Digitized by 



Google 



224 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 14. 



trade of Hawaii. It is also stated that $25,- 
000,000 was spent for pumping plants and 
mill machinery last year alone, and all the 
orders for same were sent to America. 

The Redlen pump (Fraser & Chalmers 
makers) is most generally used here, as it is 
said to be more efficient, economical, and 
perfect than any other pump; although the 
Risdon pump is fast coming into use. As 
some of inese pumps have to throw the wa- 
ter as high as 700 feet, the expedleiicy of get- 
ting a good pump will be appreciated, and 
especially so when experiments show that 
about 2,500,000 gallons of water are required 
per acre, per crop, or about 100 gallons for 
every pound of sugar produced. The aver- 
age height that the water is pumped, how- 
ever, does not approach 700 feet, 300 or 400 
being probably nearer the mark. At Ewa, 
the banner plantation, the average elevation 
probably does not exceed 150 feet, but this is 
exceptionally low land. 

Besides the pumping plants, there are vari- 
ous other ways of collecting water. One, and 
the most important, is to lay a pipe line 
clear up to the source, or to the base of the 
mountain, and sometimes to a distance of 
20 to 40 miles. These high mountains, I 
should say, form enormous water sheds, and 
collect large quantities of water, and this 
perpetual source of supply is brought all 
this distance without loss, or any perceptible 
waste. These pipes are not bridged over the 
the gulches, but go down one side and up 
the other, something like the system once 
used in Rome. Another plan is to dig into 
the side of tne mountains until water is 
reached, and sometimes an enormous quanti- 
ty of water is got in this way. 

But a better way, or at least, a better 
method for some districts, where water can 
not be got from boring into the side of the 
mountains, is to make enormous reservoirs 
to catch the storm water, which is now be-* 
ing done on a great many plantations. This 
method is now being done on a large scale, 
at the McBryde plantation, and it has proved 
so effective that no pumping has been done 
there for the last three months, and scarcely 
any for the last six months, and there is so 
little prospect of using the pump in the fu- 
ture that they have disposed of several car- 
goes of coal for $1.50 per ton less than it 
cost them. If this should prove true, Mc- 
Bryde will soon rank with Ewa, or be a 
second Ewa. Qeo. Osbobne. 



Atx>ut Broomcorn. 

I will answer some of the many Inquiries 
that come to me about broomcorn. By all 
means get your land clean and in good shape. 
Broomcorn is a thing that necessarily must 
be cultivated young. It took me several 
years to learn this. > Of course the land must 
be clean to cultivate a plant like that. Be 
sure not to get it thick, as it will make too 
small a head and won't make the turn-oft 
the thin corn will. It takes Just as long to 
cut a small head as it does a large one. Then 
you have nothing when you get it. Besides, 



if you aim to cut your stalks for the second 
crop, the thiok will not make while the 
thin will make fine, if you cut before the 10th 
of August and get any rain at all. 

There is one thing, if you have poor land. 
I think you can gnreatly enrich it by planting 
broomcorn and cutting the stalks. Cut them 
up with a cutter, then turn it under green 
and let it lie. Or plant in wheat, barley, or 
rye for winter pasture. Try this for a few 
years and see if that old poor farm is not in 
far better shape and you. too, financially. 

I have Just received some broomcorn from 
seed that I sent out last year to Eastern 
Texas, Gregg county, and it is of the finest 
quality of straw, very long and smooth and 
soft, with no center stem in it. That shows 
that that part of the country is adapted to 
its growth. I only see the straw excelled 
in fineness in Western Texas dwarf. There 
is one thing, you must have good seed or the 
standard will run out here in the South; 
more so than the dwarf. It will get very 
red speckled and curly and coarse, and has 
a center stem in it which decreases the price. 
This is when it is run here for a long time. 
You get good Northern seed. Standard, Ever- 
green or the Golden from Australia, and it 
will stand until the seed are fully grown and 
not speck and turn red. The way I do, I get 
my seed from the North every two or three 
years. I prefer them after they have been 
grown here one year, but not after the third. 
Don't think you can get seed of your friend 
or neighbor cheap and they will do Just as 
well. They will if not run here too long. 
If you examine this broomcorn and find that 
it turns red soon after it heads out, or gets 
red speckled, don't plant it Most all of the 
seed dealers know this and get their seed 
from the North; it does not make so much 
difference in the color of dwarf, but the 
longer it is run here the taller it gets, which 
makes it convenient to Jerk out the heads. 
It ought not to get over three or four feet 
high. 

Now, don't Jump into this too deep. Take 
it lightly and study Its nature and learn aa 
you can about it and you will profit by it. 
See what it makes to the acre in your part 
of the country. You must crawl before you 
walk, or you may fall. By all means get 
your land clean, for it must be worked young 
and cannot if the land is not clean. — ^Russell 
Parker, Elmo, Kaufman Co., Texas, in Bouth- 
ern Farm Qazette, 



Trade Notes. 

The Burlington Route — The Planteb has 
received from Mr. L. W. Wakeley, general 
passenger agent of the Burlington Route, 
St. Louis, Mo., an extremely handsome illus- 
trated pamphlet descriptive of what is 
known as the Big Horn Basin. It comprises 
a stretch of country one hundred miles wide 
and one hundred and twenty-five miles long 
in the northwestern portion of the state of 
Wyoming and which has been made accessi- 
ble to the settler by the recently constructed 
Cody branch of the Burlington Route. This 



interesting region is in the same latitude as 
St. Paul, Minn., Green Bay, Wis., and Mont- 
pelier, Vt. Thus by reason of its mountalii 
barriers the winters are milder and the sum- 
mers cooler than at those points. The clim- 
ate is noted for having a bracing atmosphere 
and a blue unclouded sky. The pasturage for 
horses and cattle is excellent and more than 
a million sheep are now feeding on its 
ranges. When irrigated which can easily be 
done by reason of the available supply of 
water furnished by its numerous snow fed 
mountain streams, the fertility of the soil 
for grain and fruit growhig is unsurpassed, 
wheat, oats, alfalfa and timothy can be 
grown and the production of potatoes, beets, 
onions, pears, apples, plums and strawberries 
brings large returns to the farmer. More 
than five hundred thousand acres susceptible 
of irrigation have not yet been taken up by 
settlers. The little pamphlet sent us by Bir. 
Wakeley is profusely illustrated and is filled 
with valuable information concerning , this 
territory and it is a very instructive and en- 
tertaining little book. Our readers should 
send for a copy to Mr. Wakeley who would 
be very glad to supply one to everybody who 
contemplates making a trip to this very in- 
teresting section. As every one knows the 
Burlington Route is one of the best railroads 
In any section of the country, and, as every- 
body also knows Mr. Wakeley is one of the 
best passenger agents and most agreeable 
and accommodating gentleman in the busi- 
ness. 



Buffalo Forge Co. — The Northwest Steam- 
ship Company have been making rapid pro- 
gress on the interior changes of their crack 
passenger boats "Northwest" and "North- 
land." These changes, although the steam- 
ers have only been in commission four years, 
include new boilers of the Scotch Marine 
type, also many changes of the interior fit- 
tings. The estimated cost to reach nearly 
half a million dollars. Contracts for the 
most of this work have been awarded. 

On each boat there will be duplicate gener- 
ating sets for electric lighting, consisting of 
two horizontal tandem compound engines 
made by the Buffalo Forge Company, direct 
connected with General Electric Company 
Marine Type 75 K. W. Generators. The en- 
gines are of the Buffalo Forge Company's lat- 
est type, and especially designed for this con- 
tract, the space available being limited. As 
the boats are to be put in commission at the 
near approach of lake navigation, the build- 
ers have agreed to deliver the engines in an 
extremely short time. 

In addition to the above, these boats are 
being fitted out with a complete set of the 
most improved ventilating apparatus for 
maintaining the air in all portions of the 
vessel uniformly cool and pure at all times. 
Six Buffalo steel plate fans with direct con- 
nected General Electric Company motors, 
will be installed in each steamer with an 
elaborate network of galvanized iron ducts 
for delivering the air. This system will be, 
when completed. In perfect accord with the 
balance of the magnificent equipments of 
these splendid vessels. 
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BBBT SUGAR. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

A meeting was held recently at Beaver 
Dam, Wis., to consider the proposition of 
the Wisconsin Sugar Company, who own 
the factory at Menominee Falls, to put up 
a plant at Beayer Dam. A committee was 
appointed to go among the farmers and see 
if the 4,000 acres of beets desired promised 
before the factory is built, could be secured. 
It is thought that there will not be much 
difficulty about this, as a number of the farm- 
ers raised beets last year for the factory at 
Menominee Falls, and were well pleased 
with the results obtained there, and will be 
willing to go into the culture again this 
season. 



The management of the Menominee Falls 
factory has also been examining into the 
desirability of Watertown, Wis., as a sugar 
factory site. 



Mr. R. M. Woodrow, who was appointed 
by the IHInois experiment station to inves- 
tigate the sugar beet industry in that state, 
recently made a report on his work at a 
State Farmers' Institute. Mr. Woodrow 
states that the work was inaugurated Au- 
gust 10, 1901, by visiting the beet fields of 
the Illinois Sugar Refining Company in Mc- 
Lean, Tazewell, La Salle, Logan, Fulton and 
Sangamon counties. There the early history 
of the fields was taken, the previous crops 
erown thereon, the nature of the soil, drain- 
age depth, date and mode of plowing, the 
kind of fertilizer used, if any; appearance 
of the ground when plowed, etc. From the 
samples of ))eets taken from these fields and 
analyzed at the experiment station, it was 
found that the beets coming from McLean 
county tested 12.7 per cent; from La Salle, 13 
per cent; Menard, 13 per cent; Logan, 11.5 
per cent; Fulton, 11.8 per cent; Sangamon, 
10.1 per cent. Some samples from Kana- 
kee county went as high as 14.6 per cent; 
samples from Dolton also tested 14.6, and 
the average per cent for 242 samples taken 
was 13.3. According to ivj.r. Woodrow's re- 
I)ort the two years' crop proved that Bloom- 
ington. 111., was a suitable location for a 
beet sugar factory, the average test in that 
vicinity showing 14.8 per cent sucrose in 
the beets. 



Mr. A. S. Gregereit, of Fremont, Neb., won 
the second prize oftered by the Orange Judd 
Farmer in Nebraska for the best acre of 
beets. A NorfolK farmer drew the first prize. 

A considerably larger beet acreage is re- 
ported as being planted for the beet sugar 
factory at Leavitt, Neb. 



A Co-Operative Sugar Beet Company has 
been organized at Valparaiso, Neb., for the 
purpose of cultivating sugar beets. The 
stock amounts to $7,000, with shares at $50 
each. The company, which will be managed 
by J. H. Melvin, has rented 1^000 acres of 
land. 



Reports come from Albuquerque, N. M., 
that the work of a lot of Pueblo Indians, 
wbo were got from that section last year to 
work in the beet fields of the Las Animas 
Valley, was so satisfactory that efforts are 
now making to get more, and every able- 
bodied man will be taken. 

Five hundred acres of beets have been 
contracted for in Kearney county, Kansas, 
for the Rocky Ford, Colo., sugar factory. 

The Sioux Beet Syrup and Preserving 
Company, of Sioux City,- Iowa, has sent Mr. 
B. Salich, the city engineer of the company. 



to Portland, Oregon, to choose a good site 
for the plant the company proposes erecting 
in that state. It is expected that May 1 will 
see the work of building under way. 



The Minnesota Sugar Company, of St 
Louis Park, Minn., has contracted for 200 
acres of beets in the neighborhood of Hast- 
ings. These beets win be cultivated by Rus- 
sians from South St. Paul. 



Congrressman E. W. Martin, of South Da- 
kota, has recently been distributing sugar 
beet seed among the farmers around White- 
wood and in the Black Hills region. 



A contract to raise 200 acres of sugar 
beets this season has been assumed by the 
business men of Fremont, Ohio. The beets 
will be sold to the Continental Sugar Com- 
pany. 



Senator Raines, of New York, speaking in 
favor of his motion. to reduce the state boun- 
ty on beet sugar from one cent to one-half a 
cent, said it was his belief that the state 
had helped the beet sugar men long, enough 
and that the industry should have reached a 
paying basis by this time if it ever was to 
reach one. 



Mr. Delos W. Dillingham has been secured 
by the Empire SJafe Sugar Company to act 
as agriculturist for the factory at Lyons, N. 
Y. This factory is trying to double its beet 
acreage in Niagara county this year. 



The Spokane, Washington, Review, states 
that Mr. C. F. Sayler, special agent of the 
Department of Agriculture In beet sugar in- 
vestigations, omitted the state of Washing- 
ton from his list in mentioning the states 
possessing beet sugar factories, the one at 
Waverly, Wash., owned by Mr. D. C. Corbin, 
not being included. 



Reports from Oregon are to the effect that 
the beet crop prospects at La Grande are 
very favorable. Arrangements for the culti- 
vation of more than 2,500 acres of beets have 
already been made and it is expected that 
3,000 acres will be reached. 



The La Grande, Oregon, sugar factory re- 
ceived a shipment of 460 head of cattle early 
in March, for feeding on beet pulp. 



The National Constructlop Company, of 
Detroit, Mich.^ has secured the contract for 
building the new beet sugar factory at St. 
Louis, Mich. A $550,000 factory will be put 
up, covering a daily capacity of 1,200 tons. 



The stockholders of the Kalamazoo Beet 
Sugar Company held a meeting early in 
March and re-elected the old board of direc- 
tors. 



The Lansing factory will have about 1,000 
acres of beets around Williamston and Web- 
berville, Mich., this year. 



At a meeting of the directors of the Hol- 
land Sugar Company, held at Holland, Mich., 
March 10, a dividend of 10 per cent was de- 
clared. The first year the company operated 
a dividend of 5 per cent was declared, last 
year it amounted to 7 per cent and this year 
reached 10 per cent. This success is attri- 
buted to the excellent management of the 
factory. 



Should a factory be built at Bad Axe, 
Mich., the entire water supply would have 
to come from wells as there is no stream 



near. On this water supply the factory 
hangs. Should it be demonstrated that a 
competent flow can be obtained from wells, 
it is reported that a 1,000 ton factory will be 
built. 



The National Milling and Evaporating 
Company, of East Tawas, Mich., is being 
reorganized with a capital fixed at one mil- 
lion dollars, and it is said the new company 
will put up a sugar factory to run In con- 
nection with its present plant, which turns 
out evaporated fruit and vegetables. 



Mr. O. F. Gilbert, of Armada, Mich., has 
Just completed a hand planter by means of 
which a uniform amount of beet seed may be 
planted in three hills, at a time, at the re- 
quired depth and covered. 



Mr. O. R. Baldwin, it is announced, has 
resigned as president of the Mt. Clemens Su- 
gar Company. 

A large acreage of beets will be planted 
at Richmond, Indiana, for the Kalamazoo 
beet sugar factory. 

The enlargement of the Caro, Mich., fac- 
tory will necessitate the securing of 10,000 
acres of beets for harvesting. 



A prominent citizen of Benton Harbor, 
Mich., is reported to have said that he could 
retain the Wolverine sugar factory in Ben- 
ton Harbor if the sugar company would give 
him a sixty day option on the plant This 
gentleman claims that he can secure Eastern 
capital. At the meeting of the stockholders 
on March 8, it was voted to sell the plant. 



Mr. S. W. Hopkins has been elated presi- 
dent of tne Mt. Pleasant Sugar Company. 



The terms of the contract of the Kilby Mfg. 
Company for the Valley Sugar Company's 
factory at Carrollton, Mich., are that the 
plant shall be completed and ready for test- 
ing Aug. 15. The contractors say that If nec- 
essary, they could* have the factory ready 
July 1. Carrollton Is on the Saginaw river, 
about two miles below Saginaw. 



The factory at Alma, Mich., expects to in- 
crease its acreage this season. 



The ivalamazoo, Mich., factory is endeayor- 
ing to get 200. acres of beets at Kendallville, 
Indiana, this year. 



An electric beet car has been invented by 
Capt. M. P. Thatcher, the superintendent and 
general manager of the Santa Clara Valley 
EHectrlc railway of Santa Clara, California. 
The car is for hauling beets from the ranches 
to the factory and is so built as to make 
dumping through the bottom quite easy. 



Reports from Santa Maria, Cal., are to 
the effect that the beet outlook is excellent, 
with prospects for an immense crop. 



The Chamber of Commerce of San Diego, 
Cal., has received some beet seed from Wash- 
ington, which will be distributed among the 
farmers of the New River country to test 
the land in beet culture. 



It is reported from Los Angeles, Cal., that 
a big beet sugar factory will be built by the 
Los Angeles Sugar Company at Palmdale in 
the Antelope Valley. The factory will cost 
about $600,000. English capital is said to be 
interested in the plan. 
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The Whitney Iron Works. 

New Orleans is rapidly developing into a 
manufacturing center, and in no other line 
has her ability to turn out manufactured 
goods in competition with the world been so 
effectively demonstrated as it has in the case 
of sugar machinery. The machinery used in 
sugar manufacturing by the plants which are 
erected nowadays is always of the highest 
type.' It requires for its construction not 
only skill of the highest order but the most 
complete facilities and the most thorough 
technical knowledge as well as abundant ex- 
perience along that special line, in order to 
insure accuracy of construction and ease of 
operation. Lately, with the changed condi- 
tions occurring in the Island of Cuba, and 
with the notable awakening in the sugar in- 
dustry of Mexico, there has arisen from 
these quarters a demand for sugar machin- 
ery of improved type to adequately handle 
the large crops which a bountiful nature 
provides. The promoters of these new sugar 
manufacturing enterprises in the tropics 
have usually been capitalists from New York 
and other money centers of the North and 
West. In placing their contracts for machin- 
ery they were in no way attracted to New 
Orleans by either its proximity to them or 
by any feeling of civic pride which might 
have influenced their judgment had they 
been residents of the city. The Whitney 
Iron Works has, however, successful^ se- 
cured a great deal of this work. We are un- 
able to particularize concerning it to any ex- 
tent in the brief space at our disposal, but 
we may mention, as one of their principal 
contracts, the one secured from the Chaparra 
Company for the construction on their plan- 
tation in Cuba of their double 9-roller mills 
and Marshall cane crushers, two tandems, 
having a total capacity of 3,000 tons of cane a 
day. This immense plant has worked to the 
entire satisfaction of the purchasers, and 
they recently wrote to the Whitney Iron 
Works the following letter: 

Chaparra, Citba, March 14, 1902. 
Whitney Iron Works Co., New Orleans, La.: 

Gentlemen — The Chaparra sugar house 
has been at work for more than a month, and 
in that time I have had ample opportunity 
to observe the work done by the crusher and 
mills installed by yoyr company, consisting 
of two tandems each, comprising a Marshall 
crusher and three 3-roller mills of seven feet 
length and thirty-four inches in diameter 
with hollow steel shafts. The work they 
performed is well done throughout. The ba- 
gasse made, I think it safe to say, is equal to 
the best that can be made by the crushing 
process. There are some points with regard 
to feeding, macerating, etc., matters of de- 
tail belonging to the operation of the mills, 
which require proper attention with every 
plant. With these unaer constant and sat- 
isfactory control, the work done is all that 
could be required. The capacity of each tan- 
dem doing its best work is fifteen hundred 
tons a day, or something over a ton per min- 
ute. A duplicate of this plant in any field in 
the hands of intelligent operators must give 
entire satisfaction. 

You are at liberty to use this letter in any 
way that you desire. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) R. B. Hawley, President. 



In addition to their work outside the 
United States, the Whitney Iron Works has 
erected some of the finest crushing and mill- 
ing plants in Louisiana. Messrs. Lebermuth 
& Israel, of the Salsberg plantation on the 
upper coast* have one of their Marshall 
crushers and the letter below was recently 
received from them: 

Salsburg Refineby, January 30, 1902. 
Whitney Iron Works Co., New Orleans, La.: 

Gentlemen — In reply to your inquiry aboUt 
your cane crusher which you sold to us two 
years ago and which we have used In our 
sugar-house for the last two seasons, it af- 
fords us great pleasure to say to you, what 
we have said to a great many planters, that 
your crusher gave us perfect satisfaction. 
We ground over 1,000 tons of cane daily and 
could have ground 200 to 300 tons more if 
the balance of the house could have taken 
care of it. We have seen many crushers, 
but have seen none which excels yours. We 
are telling this to you without any intention 
of flattering you. Your crusher is perfect 
and works perfectly and we recommend it to 
others. Wishing you further success, we are 
Yours truly, 
Lebermuth & Israel Planting Co., Ltd. 

The Whitney Iron Works are prepared to 
take contracts for sugar machinery any- 
where in the sugar producing world, and 
they would like any of our readers who may 
contemplate installing any new apparatus or 
who may contemplate the erection of an en- 
tirely new house, to give them an opportun- 
ity to bia on it They have an immense 
plant, with unsurpassed facilities. Address 
the Whitney Iron Works Co., New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 



The Evolution of the Sugar Mill in 
Hawaii. 

BY C. HEDEMANN. 

The following article is not written for 
plantation people as it contains nothing new 
to them, but the writer has endeavored to 
comply with a request, to present in this pa- 
per some plain facts, easily comprehended 
by people whose business is not sugar mak- 
ing, concerning the advantages the great in- 
dustry has derived here from the introduc- 
tion of the modern, improved sugar mill. 

Let us divide the sugar house work into 
two main branches: 

1st. The extraction of the Juice from the 
cane, and 

2nd. The making of sugar from the juice 
extracted. 

The means employed in all the Hawaiian 
sugar houses, but one, where the diffusion 
process is used to extract the juice and sugar 
from the cane, is milling. It is by far the 
most important process in the sugar house 
work for the simple reason that every par- 
ticle of sugar left in the bagasse, crushed 
cane, leaving the mills, goes into the furnaces 
as an absolute loss, whereas an apparent loss 
in any of the boiling processes, may be part- 
ly, or wholly, recovered afterwards in a dif- 
ferent form. 

The history of tne Hawaiian cane crushing 
mills may be divided into three epochs: 

1st. 1 ne single three roller mill used here 
exclusively up to 1885 and later. 



2nd. The addition of one or two 2-roller 
mills CO the original 3-roller mills in all our 
sugar houses. 

3rd. The introduction in 1894 of the 9- 
roller mill. 

Owing to the lack of proi>er chemical con- 
trol to within the last eight or ten years, we 
have but feW data from which we can deduce 
an exact comparison of extraction obtained 
in the various 3-roller mills. It is, however, 
necessary to use some few simple calcula- 
tions in order to explain the comparative 
value of the various styles of mills, but it 
must be understood that while the following 
calculations and deductions are not exactly 
"chemist proof," they may serve well enough 
for the purpose of thig article. 

It may be safe to state that 60 pounds of 
juice extracted from 100 pounds of cane was 
considered ordinary, satisfactory mill work, 
and 70 pounds of juice from 100 pounds of 
cane exceptionally good extraction in a single 
3-roller mill, as such mills were constructed 
then. Supposing, therefore, that 65 pounds 
of juice extracted from 100 pounds of cane 
was good average work, and that a mill with 
rollers 34 inches in diameter and 78 inches 
long would consume then, as now, 1,000 tons 
of cane in 14 hours. The 1,000 tons cane 
would Chen be converted into 650 tons juice 
and 350 tons of bagasse. Assuming further 
that the cane was made up of 

11.22 per cent fibre, 

15 per cent sugar (pure), 

73.78 per cent water and impurities 



100.00 



and that the juice contained 17.13 per cent of 
pure sugar, we would send 150 tons pure su- 
gar in the 1.000 tons of cane through the mill 
every 24 hours. Of this we would recover 
111.3 tons sugar in the juice going to the 
boiling house, or 74.2 per cent of total sugar 
in the cane, and the balance of the 150 tons 
sugar, or 38.7 tons, would go out with the 
bagasse and be totally lost in the furnaces 
under the boilers. If we could recover this 
sugar, it would make about 35 tons commer- 
cial sugar, deducting loss in manufacture, 
and at $60.00 per ton would be worth $2,100. 
which sum therefore may represent the daily 
sugar loss grinding with a single old fash- 
ioned 3-roller mill 1,000 tons of cane a day. 

But the sugar carried off in the bagasse 
was not the only loss. Besides sugar, the 
bagasse held about 57 per cent of its weight, 
or 199 tons in water, and all of this water 
had to be evaporated before the bagasse 
would burn, and it required coal at a rate of 
1 pound to 1^4 and 2 pounds of sugar made, 
to do this in many sugar houses. The writer 
has seen as many as 20 to 30 laborers spread- 
ing such bagasse from a small mill on the 
ground and ripping it open by the hands so 
that the sun could dry it before It ^^ras gath- 
ered and carried into the open sided bagasse 
houses where it took from 2 to 3 weeks to 
dry it so that it would bum. 

It is to .Mr. Alexander Young that the 
honor is due for the introduction in the Ha- 
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walian sugar mills of the additional 2-roller 
mills. The great advantages the planters de- 
rived from the use of one or two additional 
2-roller mills arranged to grind the partly 
crushed cane from the single 3-roller mill, 
were then, comparatively speaking, of vastly 
greater importance than any other mill im- 
provements which since then have taken 
place. These advantages were principally 
three-fold, viz: 

1st. 1 ne additional crushing of the partly 
ground cane, produ<;ing a much better juice 
extraction. 

2nd. The moisture in the bagasse being 
reduced to such an extent that the bagasse 
would bum directly as it came from the 
mills after the grates had been reconstructed, 
and thereby making it possible to get along 
without extra fuel, saving the enormous ex- 
pense for coal and wood. 

3rd. The application of hot water, mace- 
ration, to the partly crushed cane passing be- 
tween the mills, thereby assisting the me- 
chanical "squeezing out" of the Juice by 
washing the sugar out of the opened cane 
cells, resulting in grreater sugar extraction 
than it had so far been possible to obtain. 

The necessary limit of this article will al- 
low but a brief statement of what extraction 
could be accomplished by such a milling 
plant, and we will therefore only consider 
briefly the very best results obtained to the 
writer's knowledge. 

In a milling plant consisting of one 3- 
roUer and two 2-roller mills fitted with hy- 
draulic pressure regulators, revolving knives 
cutting the cane down to. an even feed to the 
first mill, with a liberal application of hot 
maceration water between the mills and all 
the mills being worked to their greatest ad- 
vantage during a series of test grindings, the 
highest extraction obtained was 88.5 per cent 
of total sugar contained in the cane. If, for 
the sake of comparison, we assume that the 
same quality of cane was ground during this 
test as we used in the case of the above 3- 
roUer miAi, which is not improbable, we have 
in this 7-roller mill obtained an additional 
gain in sugar of 14.3 per cent of the total su- 
gar in the cane. In a 7-roller mill with roll- 
ers 34x78 inches grinding 1,000 tons of cane 
in 24 hours, this would mean an extraction 
of 132.75 tons of sugar going with the Juice 
to the boiling house, and 17.25 tons of sugar 
being carried off to the furnaces with the 
bagasse. If these 17.25 tons of sugar could 
be recovered, they would make about 15.5 
tons commercial sugar for shipment and at 
$60 a ton, would represent a daily loss of 
$930. As the above described work of a sin- 
gle 3-roller mill, under even conditions, lost 
daily $2,100, we have in reality gained the 
difference, or $1,170 worth of sugar per day 
by the use of the additional mills. 

The capacity of a mill depends mainly 
upon the length of its rollers, and the ex- 
traction should be as good in a small as in a 
large mill, within reasonable limits, provid- 
ed the strength of the construction, shafts. 



gears, etc., will allow the required pressure 
to be applied on the cane. Sixty-five to 70 
tons pressure for every foot of roller is the 
limit observed oy the writer as used on mills 
regardless 01 size. An old fashioned 80x60 
mill, constructed like the above-mentioned 
7-roller mill, would grind about 400 tons of 
cane in 24 hours, producing about 50 tons of 
sugar in that time. We may deduce from 
the above that this mill would gain $372 
worth of sugar per day over a single 3-roller 
mill of same size and grinding the same kind 
of cane, so during the grinding of a 5,000 
tons of sugar crop in 100 grinding days, the 
total gain would be $37,200. But as said be- 
fore, this was an extreme test case, 5 and 7- 
roller 30x60 mills did not usually get such an 
extraction, and but few mills ground 24 
hours every day. Even by gnreatly reducing 
the above total gain, these rough figures eas- 
ily bear out the well established fact that the 
cost of the additional mills was nearly al- 
ways regained during the first season by the 
additional sugar recovered by them. There 
was also an enormous saving in the extra 
cost for fuel. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that every Hawaiian sugar house was sup- 
plied with additional 2-roller mills during 
the years from 1885 to 1893. 

The next great epoch In the Hawaiian mill 
evolution was inaugurated by Ewa Plantar 
tion Co., when in 1894, on Mr. H. P. Bald- 
win's recommendation, they Imported the 
first 9-roller mill from Fulton Iron Works 
CJo., St Louis. 

The principal feature of this milling plant 
is three 3-roller mills resting on one bed and 
coupled up to. one common gearing, giving 
each succeeding mill a slightly increased 
speed over the former mill, and all driven by 
one engine, generally of the Corliss type with 
automatic "cut-off," insuring regular speed. 
Each mill is fitted with independent and ad- 
justable hydraulic pressure on the top roller, 
ranging from 300 to 450 tons. The main 
point which gives this style of mill such a 
great advantage over the former 5 and 7- 
roller mills, is the absolute uniform relative 
speed, and therefore feed, of the mills, the 
most essential requirement for obtaining the 
best possible extraction of juice. If a train 
of mills are coupled to separate gearings and 
engines. It is practically an impossibility to 
adjust the speeas of the mills properly in re^ 
lation to each other. If a block of cane oc- 
curs in one mill, the first one for instance, 
and it is slowed down a moment to let it 
pass, the other mills will meanwhile run at 
their usual speed and a thin, uneven feed 
will be the result until the cane from the first 
mill reaches the other mills, and not before 
then is good grinding resumed. As this 
often happens every day with separate mills, 
the good extraction will be badly interfered 
with. Coupled to one engine, the mills will 
all slow down, and speed up, simultaneously, 
and the even, blanket-like, feed will never be 
disturbed. 

By analyzing the extraction in each mill 



and adjusting the hydrauilc pressure and 
opening between the rollers, the engineer can 
readily procure the best results from the va- 
rious kinds of cane delivered to the mills. 

In all the large new 34x78 9-roller mills, 
and in a number of the 32x60 9-roller mills 
in the islands cane preparers are now in- 
stalled in connection with the first mill. 
These are either two fiuted and grrooved roll- 
ers as made by the B\ilton Iron Works Co., 
two deeply cut zig-zag shaped rollers mesh- 
ing into each oliier, as made by the Krajews- 
ki-Pesant Co., or the two fast revolving 
drums with conic rings shredding the cane 
lengthwise, called the National Cane^ Shred- 
der. These machines have all the same ob- 
ject, to prepare the cane before it enters the 
first mill by cutting it up in small pieces^ 
filling up the holes between the rollers, and 
evening out an irregular feed of the cane. 
The result obtained is not so much marked 
by an increased extraction in the mills, as it 
is by increasing the capacity from 20 to 30 
per cent, and securing regularity of feed, the 
great point in milling. 

A modern mill consists therefore of eleven 
rollers through which the cane passes, get- 
ting seven crushings. The bagasse escapes 
finely aivided and is fed automatically to the 
furnaces, and with a moisture content of 
about 43 per cent it burns freely, and fur- 
nishes ample steam for all sugar house work 
and 17 to 18 per cent of hot maceration water 
can be applied to tne partly ground cane be- 
tween the mills, greatly assisting the sugar 
extraction. 

Owing to the perfect chemical sugar house 
control now established in all the new mod- 
em sugar houses, we are able to determine 
exactly what results are obtained in such a 
milling plant. The following figures are 
computed from the average results obtained 
in some of the large plantations on Oahu us- 
ing artificial irrigation and having cane of 
the following comparison: 

CANE. 

11.21 per cent fibre. 

15. per cent pure sugar. 

73.78 per cent water and impurities. 

EXTRACTION. 

93.086 per cent of total sugar in cane. 
82.47 per cent Juice of weight of cane. 
13.97 per cent pure sugar of weight of cane. 

BAGASSE. 

22.46 per cent of weight of cane. 

1.033 per cent pure sugar of weight of cane. 

44.293 per cent water of welgut of bagasse. 

Let us see what these figures mean. 13.97 
per cent sugar extraction and 1.033 per cent 
sugar lost in bagasse added gives 15 per cent 
sugar as the total amount contained in the 
cane. Supposing, as in the former case, that 
we grind 1,000 tons of cane in 24 hours, we 
enter 150 tons pure sugar with the cane into 
the mills; and of this 139.7 tons of pure su- 
gar is extracted and goes to the boiling 
house, and 10.33 tons pure sugar is carried 
with ine bagasse into the furnaces and lost. 

These 10.33 tons of sugar, If recovered, 
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would perhaps produce 9.3 tons commercial 
sugar, and this at $60 per ton represents an 
actual loss of $558 per day, grinding 24 
hours and 1,000 tons of cane consumed. As 
the daily loss in tne former 7-roller mill was 
found to be $9.30 per day, during the best 
possible work under the same conditions, we 
have gained daily $37^ by the introduction of 
the 9-roller mill. 

It may shock the sugar-interested reader 
to consider that in a sugar house making 
20,000 tons of sugar in a season of 155 grind- 
ing days using for this 155,000 tons of cane, 
$86,490 worth of sugar in the season is still 
burned up in the furnaces, but it may be a 
consolation for them to know, that at least 
$57,660 more would have been lost, if this 
crop, had to be ground in the former 7-roller 
milling plant. 

Sugar people in ijouisiana and Cuba have 
on occasions argued with the writer that but 
small bwieflt was derived from a third mill, 
and that in their opinion two 3-roller mills 
and cane crusher would extract from the 
cane, all the sugar possible to obtain by 
means of milling. It may In this connection 
be interesting to note the following "case" 
which well demonstrates the use of the third 
mill. At Ewa mill the shaft once broke in 
one of the rollers of the third mill. For 19 
days they were grinding with but the two 
first mills, until the new roller arrived. 
While grinding with all the three mills, the 
bagasse contained 1.053 per cent sugar of 
weight of cane, but while grinding with two 
mills only the bagasse contained 1.665 per 
cent sugar of weight of cane. The l6ss was 
therefore 1.666 less 1.053 equals .612 per cent 
of sugar of weight of cane, and as 15,007 tons 
of cane had been ground during the 19 days, 
the total loss of pure sugar was 91.04 tons, 
which would have produced about 83 tons of 
commercial sugar and would at $60 per ton 
be worth $4,980; which sum then represents 
the actual loss on this 'account in 19 days. 

The 9-roUer mills in the Hilo district 
grinding natural irrigated cane with high 
sugar contents and purity of juice, obtained 
during tne last season an average extraction 
of 94.72 per cent of total sugar in the cane, 
which would show better results than those 
stated above. 

In concluding this article it may be re- 
peated mat all the calculations and figures 
mentioned have merely served as illustra- 
tions for comparison between the various 
milling plants, and should therefore not be 
used for other purposes. 

The results in connection with the 9-roller 
mill are computed from the annual reports of 
plantations on Oahu. 

As will be noted in spite of the enormous 
expenditure in new and improved milling 
machinery in Hawaii during the last 15 
years, and the great skill and ingenuity dis- 
played by experts and engineers whose sole 
object has been to prevent the great loss in 
the bagasse, there still remains an enormous 
loss which will present more difficult prob- 



lems to be solved than has been the case be- 
fore, because it involves the extraction of the 
last traces of sugar contained in the cane. 
Honolulu, Dec. 30, 1901. 

— Pacific Commercial Advertiser, 



An Australian Cane Cutting: Ma- 
chine. 

In the report furnished by Dr. Maxwell 
to the Austrian Federal Government in refer- 
ence to the sugar industry, allusion is made 
to a mechanical device for the cutting of 
cane, which allusion has excited much inter- 
est among the Queensland sugar growers. 
Dr. Maxwell stated that the author of this 
contrivance is now in the United States of 
America, seeking facilities for the making, 
perfecting, and testing of his device. On in- 
quiry we learn that the gentleman in ques- 
tion is Mr. Herbert Paul, who, some months 
ago, went to America with a patent which 
covered certain ideas he had formed, as a 
practical man interested in cane-growing on 
one of our northern rivers. From informa- 
tion just received from Washington, there is 
every hope that the object which has so long 
engaged the serious attention of sugar grow- 
ers has been carried into eftect. We under- 
stand that the invention consists of two parts 
— namely, the motive power, which is pneu- 
matic, and a suitable machine containing a 
cutter, to which a reciprocating motion is im- 
parted, and which may be operated whilst 
held in th^ hand. The leading pneumatic 
tool company in America very soon produced 
what was regarded as a perfect apparatus for 
the motion required, but the difficulty arpse 
In deciding the kind of knife, or cutter, 
which should be attached to it. Mr. Paul re- 
ferred the problem to Disston's, the well- 
known saw and knife manufacturers, and a^ 
quantity of sugar cane was operated upon for 
purposes of experiment A knife, with teeth 
like a saw, was tried, as also a circular saw, 
but both proved utterly useless for the work 
to be done. The reasons for this were: (1) 
The power required to hold the knife against 
the cane to be cut. (2) The extra weight of 
the machine itself for imparting the rotary 
motion. (3) The blunting of the saw by cut- 
ting the cane cmd coming in contact with the 
earth. (4) The extra power required to op- 
erate it (the rotary motion). (5) The skill, 
labor, and time required to sharpen the 
toothed cutter. One of the experts who con- 
ducted the experiments reported: "The re- 
ciprocating and rotary cutter with teeth saw 
is a failure." The upshot was that, after 
several trials with the saw pjrinciple, it was 
discarded by the experts as valueless. Under 
these circumstances, the experts and Mr. 
Paul thought out a form of tool in the shape 
of a cutter without teeth, having a recipro- 
cating motion of between 500 and 1,000 
strokes a minute. This was found to cut 
the cane at the rate of about two seconds -per 
stick. The operator simply holds the in- 
strument in his hand, and applies the cutter 
to the foot of the cane stalk, cutting cleanly 



through the cane and any leaves or debris, 
level with the ground. It is considered by 
experts that such a cutter leaves the root 
stalk in a far better condition for ratoonlng 
than is the case with hand cutting, a;nd there 
is no wast^ of the best part of the cane, as is 
often found in rapid or careless hand cutting. 
The physical labor involved is said to be 
very slight, and the whole of the power is 
supplied by the machine, the part held by 
the operator weighing not more than six 
pounds. An air-compressing engine of suit- 
able type will be supplied, capable of feeding 
two penumatic tools, so that two men can be 
engaged simultaneously cutting, or one can 
be cutting and the other topping cane, for 
one machine is adapted to both operations, 
topping to be effected after or before the 
cane is on the ground. It is impossible to 
estimate with any accuracy what the saving 
will be, but it is believed that with this new 
combined apparatus, one man will be able to 
cut four times as mu<;h in a given time, as 
with an ordinary cane knife. It is also 
thought that, as skilled labor, this work will 
be more acceptable to Europeans, and far less 
exhausting than under present conditions. 
Mr. Paul has also devised and patented an 
apparatus for conveying the cane from the 
field to the trucks on the main tramline, 
which, it is estimated, will efPect a saving of 
two-thirds of the labor at present reqaired 
for this part of the operation. It need 
hardly be added that these devices have been 
protected by patents. Mr. Paul hopes to re- 
turn to Queensland early next month with 
his machine perfected, and to give a demon- 
stration of its effects, probably in the cane 
fields near Bundaberg. — Brisbane Courier, 



Drawback oa 5irup. 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, March 6, 1902. 

8ir — On the exportation of sirup manufac- 
tured by the American Sugar Refining Com- 
pany, of New Orleans, La., from a mixture of 
imported and domestic raw sugars, a draw- 
back will be allowed equal in amount to the 
duty paid on the imported material used, 
less the legal deduction of 1 per cent. 

The preliminary entry must show the 
marks and numbers of the shipping packages 
and the net contents of the same, described 
separately, by quantities and values. Values 
must be determined in the manner prescribed 
by Department instructions dated April 18, 
1900 (T. D. 22227). 

The drawback entry must show separately 
the quantity and value of each grade of sirup 
exported, produced during a given period, as 
hereinafter explained, the lot number or 
numbers represented thereby, and the per- 
centages, kinds, and average polariscopic 
tests of the imported and domestic sugars 
used in the manufacture of the several lot 
numbers. 

The special manufacturing record must 
show separately the number of pounds and 
the percentages of imported cane, imported 
beet and domestic sugars melted each day, 
the average polariscopic tests of the same, 
the total dally melts and their average testa, 
the several importations drawn upon with 
the arbitrary lot numbers assigned thereto, 
and substantially the sirup produced from 
the daily melts, described by lot numbers and 
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quantities, together with the sirup exported 
and the sirup sold in the United States. 

The figures so recorded each day may be 
summarized to show the average results of 
refining during each week, or portion of a 
week when the conditions so require, and 
for the entire period within which the ex- 
ported sirup was produced, provided that in 
liquidation, when any portion of the sirup 
product covered by a weekly summary, or 
one for a shorter period, has been sold for 
domestic consumption, the drawback on the 
exported portion of such product must be 
based on the average results of refining, as 
shown by the partial summaries for such 
period or periods, considered separately. 
When the entire sirup product covered by a 
general summary has been exported, the 
drawback will be based on the average re- 
sults of refining during the entire period of 
production, as shown by such summary. 

As a prerequisite of liquidation, the manu- 
facturer must file with the collector, to form 
a part of the drawback papers, a sworn cer- 
tificate or sworn certificates of manufacture, 
which must be exact transcrips from the 
special manufacturing record covering the 
period or periods of manufacture therein 
summarized, as per Forms O and P, trans- 
mitted herewith. Each such certificate must 
contain in detail all the facts Indicated by 
the said forms, for the period or periods of 
manufacture covered thereby, and the oath 
appended thereto must set forth that the 
certificate is a correct transcript from the 
special manufacturing record, and that the 
proportions, quantities, and polariscoplc 
tests of the different kinds and grades of su- 
gar used, and th^ sirup produced therefrom, 
as stated in the said record, are just and 
true in all respects. As ordered by the col- 
lector, the correctness of such certificates 
will be verified by a comparison of the same 
with the special manufacturing record before 
liquidation of the entries. 

When only a portion of the sirup product 
covered by a certificate of manufacture has 
been exported, as shown by a comparison of 
the same with the drawback entry in con- 
nection with which it originally was filed, 
reference may be made thereto in case of 
further exportations of such product, covered 
by subsequent entries, for Identification of 
imported materials used, and other informa- 
tion required in order to the proper liquida- 
tion of such entries. 

In liquiaation, tne rate of drawback which 
may be allowed on the exporteo sirup shall 
be determined by reference to the rate pro- 
vided in Treasury decision 22227 for sirup 
made wholly from Imported sugars, the veri- 
fied certificates herein prescribed, subject to 
the proviso contained in paragraph 5, and the 
fixed average yields of sirup in refining 100 
pounds of the different kinds and grades of 
raw sugar, as shown in the following table, 
on the t)asis of 12 pounds of sirup to the 
gallon: 

TABLE SHOWING AVERAGE YIELDS OF SIRUP IN 
REFINING. 





Refined from 




Refined from 




raw cane sugar. 




raw beet sugar. 


Polari- 


Sirup 


Polari- 


Sirup 


Polari- 


Sirup 


zation. 


yield. 


zation. 


yield. 


zation. 


yield. 


Deg. 


Lb8. 


Deg. 


Lbs. 


Deg. 


Lbs. 


99 


2.50 


86 


18.75 


98 


2.5 


98 


3.75 


85 


20.00 


97 


5.0 


97 


5.00 


84 


21.25 


96 


7.5 


96 


6.25 


83 


22.50 


95 


10.0 


95 


7.60 


82 


23.75 


94 


12.5 


94 


8.75 


81 


25.00 


93 


15.0 


93 


10.00 


80 


26.25 


92 


17.5 


92 


11.25 


79 


27.50 


91 


20.0 


91 . 


12.50 


78 


28.75 


90 


22.5 


90 


13.75 


77 


30.00 


89 


25.0 


89 


15.00 


76 


31.26 


88 


27.5 



88 16.25 75 32.50 87 30.0 
87 17.50 86 32.5 

The rule may be exemplified as follows: 
(a) Assume a net value of sirup made 
wholly from imported sugar of 6 cents per 
gallon. The drawback, at 36 per cent of the 
net value, would then equal 2.16 cents. 

(ft) Let it be assumed that a given expor- 
tation of sirup, the net value of which is 6 
cents per gallon, has been produced from 
sugars of the following kinds, percentages, 
and tests: 

Per Polar- 
Sugars— Cent. izing. 

Domestic cane 19.09 89.087 

Imported cane 8.71 92.442 

Imported beet 72.20 94.409 

Total 100.00 

(c) By reference to the table of yields, It 
is found by proportion that the sirup yield 
of 100 pounds of raw sugar of the several 
kinds and grades stated is as follows: 

Pounds 

of sirup. 

Domestic cane testing 89.087** yields. .14.891 

Imported cane testing 92.442° yields. .10.697 

Imported beet testing 94.409** yields. .11.477 

id) From (6) and (c) may be figured the 
proportions of imported and domestic ma- 
terial contributed to the sirup by the various 
kinds, grades, and jpercentages of sugar 
used, as follows: 

Pounds. 
Domestic cane used, 19.09% X14.891=. . 2.84 
Imported cane used, 8.71%X10.697=. . .93 
Imported beet used, 72.20% X 11.477=. . 8.28 

Total sirup yields = 12.05 

Per cent. 
2.84 

Domestic material in sirup equals ^=23.57 

12.05 
9.21 

Imported material in sirup equals- =76.43 

12.05 

(e) Since the drawback on one gallon of 
sirup, composed wholly of Imported material, 
valued at 6 cents net per gallon, is 2.16 cents, 
it follows that when the sirup is composed 
of 76.43 per cent only of imported material, 
the drawback must be 76.43 per cent of 2.16 
cents, or 1.65 cents per gallon. 

Having in this way found tne drawback on 
one gallon of the sirup, the drawback on any 
number of gallons, of the same net value, 
manufactured with the use of the same pro- 
portions, kinds, and grades of sugar, as 
stated in the drawback entry, and sustained 
by the prescribed certificates of manufacture, 
can readily be computeu. 

RespectiuUy, O. L. Spaulding, 

. Acting Secretary. 
Collector of Customs,' New Orleans^ La. 

Another Plan for Using flolasses as 
Stock Feed. 

Within the last few days important experi- 
ments have been carried out In the colony 
which will result, it is anticipated, in the in- 
stitution of a new and profitable industry in 
connection with the sugar estates. This is 
nothing less than the manufacture of a new 
cattle food, to which the name "Molascuit" 
has been applied. The idea originated with 
Mr. George Hughes, a director of the well- 
known firm of Messrs. Edward Packard and 
Company, Limited, London, who himself Is 
known all over the West Indies, having vis- 



ited them no fewer than twenty-seven times. 
Mr. Hughes is at present in the colony on 
business. Before leaving London he applied 
for a patent for "Molascult," which applica- 
tion has been accepted. In a conversation 
with a representative of The Argosy^ Mr. 
Hughes explained that "Molascuit" is a com- 
position of molasses and cush cush of me- 
gass — the finest part of the fibre of sugar 
cane. Fifty per cent of cush cush is digesti- 
ble and nutritive. The proportions of the 
compoMtion are 80 or 85 per cent of molasses 
and 15 or 20 per cent of cush cush. This 
composition is air-dried and may be so done 
by utilizing the gases from the factory fur- 
nace. When ready for the market it pre- 
sents the appearance of very finely ground 
oil-cake, and to the taste it is sweet and 
agreeable. There is another preparation In 
the market, said Mr. Hughes, known as **Mo- 
lassine meal" — made from beetroot mo- 
lasses and a vegetable matter — ^which realizes 
£6 15 per ton and has a very good sale. But 
it is not nearly equal in value to, or so nutri- 
tive as, "Molascuit," and he feels confident 
that before very long "Molascult" will be 
generally adopted as a feeding stuff for cat- 
tle. Farmers and stock-breeders, have a pref- 
erence for molasses for feeding purposes, 
and would largely use It were It procurable 
in less cumbersome packages than hogs- 
heads or barrels, from which there is also a 
considerable loss through fermentation. 
"Molascult" is just the preparation they 
want; it can be shipped in bags and is easily 
portable. A sample has been submitted to 
Professor Harrison, the Government analyst, 
who has expressed himself approvingly of 
the article. 

As a by-product of Sugar Mr. Hughes con- 
siders that the manufacture of "Molascult" 
should be of considerable advantage to plant- 
ers who will thus have two strings to their 
bow in the disposing of molasses — in the 
manufacture of rum and "Molascuit;" and 
when the rum market is over-stocked the 
benefit of this will be apparent. Mr. Hughes 
feels confident that within a very short time 
a very large demand will be created for 
"Molascuit." He has brought the matter be- 
fore the Board of Agriculture with a view of 
getting the preparation oflicially recognized, 
so that uniformity In the preparation might 
be obtained. Every one to whom Mr. Hughes 
has submitted "Molascult" has acknowledged 
Its value both as a feeding stuff, and a new 
Industry to the colony. Asked if planters 
could afford to use megass for this purpose 
In preference to utilizing it for fuel, Mr. 
Hughes replied that only a very small pro- 
portion — and that the very finest part of the 
fibres — of megass was required In the prepar- 
ation, ana it should not Interfere to any ex- 
tent with the use of megass as fuel. — Demar- 
ara Argosy. 



Col. John R. Gheens of Lafourche parish 
was registered at the St. Charles hotel on 
Sunday last. 
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SUGAR. 

Open Kettle. 



March 29. 



O. K. Centrifugal 

Choioe 

Strict Prime .... 

Prime 

Fully Pair 

Gk>odFair 

Fair 

Ghood Common... 

Common 

Inferior 

Centrifugal. 
Plant'n Qranul'ed 
Off Granulated.. 
Choice White.... 

Off White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow.... 
Prime Yellow .. 

Off Yellow 

Seconds 

Fancy YC 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

O. K. Centrifugal 

Fancy. 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime — 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior. 

Centrifugal. 

Fancy 

Choice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime.... 

Prime 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 

SYRUP. 



March 



New York: 

SUGAR. 

Fair Refining, 89*^ 
Centrifugals, 96''. 

Granulated 

Standard A 

Dutch Granulated 
German Granul'td 

MOLASSES. 

N. O. Choice...., 

N. O. Pair 

London: 

Jara, No. 15 D. S. 

A. &G. Beet. . 
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STOCKS. 



At four ports in the United States to Mar. 26 Tons 116,187 

.. #Aii* Vv^*4>a #v# n.*A.f. -Di.1f.o1n *rk 'M'ar *9. ^^kSjI 



At four ports of Great Britain to Mar. S2. 
At Cuba, six ports to Mar. 25 



<« 351,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Apr. 4, 190J. 
' Sugar > Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeired 9,696 3,878 

Sold 00 9,696 3,878 



Receipts and sales at NewOrieans from September i, ipoif 
to Apr. 4, ipoJ. 

Hhds. ^"^^fearreuT "SlanS. 

Reeeiyed 3163 1,667,951 283,28 

Sold 3168 1,600,319 283,261 

Reeeired same time last year 5853 1,287,179 168,637 
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RICE. 


Mar. 29. 


Mar. 8L 


Apr. 1. 


Apr. 2. 


Apr. 8. 


Apr. 4 


Same Day Last 
A ear 


Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 


ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Hocduras .... 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights .... 
Screenings... 
No.2., 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

2 (&2% 
1%@2 

5 @5^ 

2 @2^ 
1K@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

2 (ff2H 

vm2 

5 @53i 

3 @l>i 
2 ^2^ 
1%@2 

17 50® 18 00 

22 50@23 00 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

2h^d 

2 @2H 

\%@2 

5 @53i 

3 @4^ 
2 %2pn 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

2%^Z 
2 &2H 
i%@2 

5 053i 
8 @4^ 
2 (f^2h 
\%®2 

17 50®18 00 

22 50@23 00 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

3><@3% 
2^@3 

2 (52% 
l%(g2 

5 @53i 

3 (§434 
2 @2% 
l?i@2 

17 50<§18 00 

22 50023 00 


2 25@3 25 
2 00@4 10 

2^(33 

2 (32^ 

5 @bX 

3 @4>i 
2 (^2^ 
1K@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@28 00 


- @ - 
Nominal 

- @ - 

- @ - 

Nominal 
3 @3J^ 
Nominsl 

13 00@14 00 

19 00@20 00 


Japan— Quiet. 
Hondaras— Quiet. 

Japan — Good 

demand. 


Honduras. 

Head 

Straights .... 
Screenings... 
No.2 

Bran, per ton — 

Polish, per ton... 


Hondnras^C^ood 
demand. 


Received 


Apr. 4 190a. 

8ACK8 Rough. Pcts Clbah. 

5,866 10,220 

1,851 16,493 


This 
Last 


RcMipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, 1901 to Apr. 4* ipoa. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clean 
Year I.OM.lM 2?(Vfl.<l2 


Sold 


Year 




-> 


815,486 175,548 











Sugar. 

There were somewhat liberal receipts of 
sugar from the plantations at the end of the 
week and most of the arrivals were promptly 
disposed of at full prices. The market was 
firm with quotations well maintained. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was steady at the end of the 
week, both open kettle and centrifugal goods 
and a moderate business was reported. 



Rice. 

Offerings of rough rice were very 
light at the end of the week although the 
receipts showed some Improvement The 
bulk of what came on the market was taken 
up at full prices with business mostly con- 
fined to better grades of Honduras. Clean 
rice was in good demand and the volume of 
business fair. 



Sugar in London. 

There is little to be said of the market ex- 
cepting that it has been more difficult to do 
business than in the previous week, and until 
the Budget is declared, or the important 
question of this season's beet sowings de- 
cided, it seems hopeless to look for a re- 
sumption of activity. The lower prices fall 
the less chance is there of last year's acreage 
being planted, and on this account alone any 
premature recovery in value would be unfor- 
tunate, however welcome such an event 
might be to those who have bought freely at 
higher prices. It is satisfactory to note that 
for the first time for many weeks the imports 
of raw and refined sugar to the United King- 
dom show a decrease compared with last 
year, &nd although the total quantity sent 
here since January 1st means a ver^^ import- 
ant addition to the Chancellor's exchequer, 
the trade will have to deal with a very much 
larger weight of sugar than they are accus- 
tomed to, and which is, moreover, partly held 
by speculators. The outlook, therefore, is 
none too promising, but a certain proportion 



of the present stock may be held for the 
chance of better prices, while we are fast 
approaching a time of year when there is 
usually an improvement in the domestic 
consumption. The crisis which may be said 
to exist throughout the sugar world is appar- 
ently being most severely felt in the West 
Indies, where the value of sugar has dropped 
to a ruinous point, and, indeed, matters In 
some of the islands have reached such a 
point that cultivation is likely to be checked 
until things in.prove. Cane sugar, on the 
spot remains quiet, but holders of crystal- 
lized West Indian are by no means anxious 
to forestall matters, and prices are steadily 
maintained. There were no imports of cryB- 
tallized raws to London for the week ending 
13th Inst., the total for this year remaining 
at 4,412 against 5,885 tons in 1901.— P. M. 
Review, March 15. 



Talma^e on the Rice Maricet. 

While some localities are still In the 
''slough of despond" because of physical con- 
ditions and demand curtailed throughout the 
coal regions by reason of possible strike, 
there is marked improvement both in the 
volume and character of business. Not only 
is the movement enlarged, but premonitory 
symptoms indicate that there is a "gude time 
comin' " and that it cannot be much longer 
deferred in the natural order of things. As 
heretofore noted, stocks in nearly every quar- 
ter are light; prices abnormally low, that is, 
so far as domestic is concerned — it being 
anywhere from % — Ic per pound below sim- 
ilar grades of Foreign. Shortened stocks in 
some quarters are partially offset by con- 
signments but as these of late have been 
limited, it is thought that quickening prices 
at primal points will cause same to be 
promptly taken up. 

Demand of the week ran largely to Japan 
— common to fair commanding the majority 
patronage on account of relative cheapness. 
Carolina and Honduras sorts are somewhat 
neglected; many of the grocers having 



thrown same out of stock and all the rest 
only carry a limited quantity to meet the de- 
mand of those who are still under the spell 
of old-time names. 

Advices from the South note steady en- 
quiry, but confidently looking forward to 
early Increase of demand; at present slug- 
gish rate it is nearly sufficient to carry out 
the crop and if the volume of business en- 
larges to even usual proportions, the forward 
supply should fall short of requirements. 
The sustained movement during the current 
season, plainly indicates that the consump- 
tion has greatly enlarged. Sales thus far 
are about 30 per cent ahead of any previous 
year, and there is no reason to expect that 
there wiil be any decrease therein, but on 
the contrary, from now out, if former experi- 
ences are maintained, the demand should be 
at an increasing ratio. 

Ca)>les and correspondence from abroad 
note generally sluggish movements in all 
markets. Operations are of a hand to mouth 
character, and forward prices fractionally 
lower than at last report, except on Bengal 
or Patna, which rule firm with upward tend- 
ency. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisi- 
ana crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, 
1,244,300 sacks; last year, 949,586 sacks. 
Sales, cleaned (estimated) 993,640 pockets; 
last year, 752,301 pockets. Fair demand at 
firmer prices. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, 36,895 bar- 
rels. Sales, 35,450 barrels. Steady but slug- 
gish movement. 



PersonaL 

Mr. Louis Kramer, a well known sugar 
planter of St. Mary parish, was in the city 
during the past week. Mr. Kramer stopped 
at the Commercial hotel and he was one of 
those present at the sale of the Caffrey Re- 
finery, which took place during the week. 

Mr. Benjamin H. Prlng of the Oneida 
Planting and Manufacturing Company, Lim- 
ited, of St. James parish, came down to New 
Orleans on one of his regular visits last 
Thursday and made his headquarters at the 
St. Charles hotel while in the city. 
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WANTS. 



We wUI publish la thlt coliUBa. frae of duvg* ootil 
furtlier ootioe. the appHcatSons of all OMUuigera. oror- 
Mors, eaglncert and tugar-makert, and otlMr« who 
may be l eek l ng poeltloiu la the country, and also the 
wants of plaoters deslriag to eaploy aay of those. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years oid ; 5 years' experience 
in designing and detailing l>eet and cane sugar 
houses. Educated and graduated In German tech- 
nical schools. Could commence Immediately. Ad- 
dress C. M., care Chas. Huebneb, 304 B. 70th St., 

WANTED— A competent sugar boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-02 

WANTED— Position as manager or assistant oTor- 
seer on a sugar plantation. Seyen years experience. 
Best references furnished. Address E. w. care 
Louisiana Plantir. 8-S7-02. 

WANTED— A theoretical and partical sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f r Immediate en- 
gagement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory either in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mezioo. Have had 10 years practical experience in 
up-to-date suffer plants and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address SuoaK Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. ' 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED— A flrst-^lass experienced sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober, indostrions and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department of a 
augar house. Address H. 8. DTsa, Sup't. C. 8. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-2^)2. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
flrst-dass. Large crop. Address Lotd Suoar and 
M0LLA88B8 Co. Loyd La. 8-27-92 

WANTED— A flrst-dass head sugar boiler; also a 
flrst-dass head darifler man, for the coming season In 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

8-20-02. 

WANTED— By ah experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Pansh, to take off 
the cane crop of 1902. WUI contruot the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfsccion guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
La. Or address P. O. Box Q O Q. PlanchevlUe, At- 



oyetles Ph, La. 



8-1902. 



WANTED — A position as en^eer or steam- 
fltter. Address Bbbt Beebv, Le Boy, N. Y. 
3-17-0 2 

WANTEI> — Position as sugar boiler or chemist^ 
for Ix>ulslana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 23, care this ofllce. 

WANTED — A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take ofT crop, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B., 
136 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 3-18-01 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar house, in Cuba or Mexico, 
by a man of 20 years* experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates in Louisiana. Highest references furnished. 
Address A. Spurs, care Louisiana Planter. 

3-15-02 

WANTED— By an experiencad sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can furnish the besi of references 
from Louisiana and Mexico. Address Geo. H. Douo- 
LA88, Box 81, CoTlngton, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sugar plantation for the fall and winter of 1903. 
Haye experence and oan furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. Q. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels susar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, Ls. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N.Y. 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expeiience. 
Can flll any position from businoKs manager down. 
Best of references and bond if required. Address R. 
D. T. Sberwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year in Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 29, 
Donaldsonville, La. 2-8-02 



WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
good references. L. A. Thomas, 1109 Cadis St., 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — German Sugar Chemist, haying 6 

? rears experience In raw sugar industry, two years 
n German refineries, one year' on cane sugar plan- 
tation, educatd in German tectinical schools and 
uniyersities ; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Could commence immediately. 
Address 05*. F.5&&I7, Berlin. 63 Bergmann St 
57, Germany. 2-12-02 

WANTED — An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a flrst-class eyaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Meghan iQ, care of 
this ofllce. 

WANTED— A situation as store derk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had oyer 18 years' experieeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will accept 
osltion either in city or country, or will accept a 
position as night watchmah. J. J. Mu&pht, 146 Union 
street, EUist Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantaUon blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horsAshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
clstss references. Alfred Ganbl, care of the Chief « 
Donaldsonyille, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultiyate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For partlcalars ap- 

81y to E. Lbgendrb, 1010 Uennen Building, New 
rleans. 

WAMTBD— A position as assistant oyerseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnyille, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as oyerseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best ref erencee. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W. S.. care Louisiana Planter. 2-6-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest teonnloal school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory in Europe. Expe- 
rienced in manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar With all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C., care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 year8 of affe, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some derical po<»ltlon on plantation or in country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abli- 
IQr and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mexico by a competent and experienced man. Address 
Joe Sarano, 919 Poland St., New Orleans. 1-20-02 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugaF making plant. Twelye years' experience. Best 
of references giyen. Address General Manager, 
88 Wall Street, New York City. Room 26, care of C. 
W. Town. 2-10-02 

~ FOR 8ALE. 

A complete sugar cane plantation on the Cuba north 
coast; 8,000 acres; complete modern machinery, as 
triple effect, double grinding, etc.; can be seen work- 
ing now; capacity twenty thouiand sacks; own ship- 
ping wharf and store; clean titles; rare opportunity; 
on account of 9wner's death. Address 

4LFRED LEBLANC. 
P. O. Box 403. HAVANA, CUBA, 



Sugar Machinery 

For Sale Cheap. 

BY THE 

Meeker Planting Co. 

MEEKER P. O , LA. 

1. Fulton Iron Works (Cora* built) 9-roiler mill 
with crusher and .100 II. P. Hamilton Corliss en- 
gine, complete. 1 n-ft. vacuum pan. 1 8-ft. triple 
effect with extra leather belt. 10 Hepworth cen- 
trifugals, :JO-in. 3 oOi) square feet Farrell Alter 
pres8*»s. 1 battery, 3 double flue boilers 46 in. di- 
ameter 28 ft. long, 16 In. flues, complete with front 
itrate bars hollow blast, steam and hand drums, 
also I beams to Bupport, C. J. Walton, maker, Loa- 
isvllle, Ky. 1 battery 4 return flue tubular boil- 
ers 66 in. diameter by 18 ft. long, '6(>* 4 in. tubes- 
complete with steam and mud drums. Dutch oven 
front, steel I beams, etc., made by Casey & Hedges 
, of Chattanooga, Tenn., In 1808. 1 battery 3 re- 
turn flue tubular boilers 60-in. diam. by 22 ft. long 
with 6-in. flues comple1:e with breeching, steam and 
mud drums — front — steel I beams, etc.. made by 
l^asey & Hedges, Chattanooga, Tenn.. in 1898. 1 
battery 3 return flue tubular boilers 60-in. dlanL, 
same as above, only 24 feet long, complete. Also 
vacuum pumps, boiler feeders, and all sorts water 
pumps. 

Walter A. Taylor, 

Consulting & Mechanical Engineer 

AND MACHINERY DEALER. 
P. O. Box 741, Station C. 

Phone: Res., 3098-11; Office, 835. 

WANTED. 

Good second hand Double or 
Triple Effect. State size^ make 
and price^ with full information. 

Care Louisiana Planter. 



ROBERT DEELEY & CO., 

Foot of West 32d St., New York. 

...Engineers, Founders and Machinists... 

Manufaoturors of 

Improved Sugar Machinery for Plantations and Refineries. 

Dubo't Patent Croon Bagaooo Burnor. 

Vacuum Pans^ Double and Triple Effects, Gme Mills, Centrifugfal Defecators, Qarl- 

f krs, Sugar Wagons, Steam Engines, Boilers, Engineers^ Supplies, 

etc, etc G>mplete Plants a Specialty. 



CRANE VALVES 
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EDITORIAL CORPS. 
W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. THOMPSON. 

W. W. PUGH. JOHN DYMOND. 

Sntered at the PostoflSce at New Orleans as seoondp 
class mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Per annum 

Terms of Subscription ( includ I nj? postage) S3 00 

Foreign Subscrl^itdon 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATEa 



Space 


1 month 


8 month 


6 month 


12monih 


1 inch 


$600 
• 060 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 

IIS 

88 00 
40 00 
00 00 
100 00 


$12 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 76 
70 00 
81 16 
90 00 
96 00 
100 00 
160 00 
250 00 


$18 76 
96 00 
64 40 
7126 
88 16 
106 00 
12176 
136 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 


$26 00 


2 Inch 


48 00 


3 inch 


72 60 


4 Inch 


96 00 


5lQCh 


117 60 


^ Inch 


140 00 


7inch 


162 60 


g inch 


180 00 


Oinch 

10 inch 


190 00 
20OOO 


Half Pagfl 


800 00 


Fun Page 


600 00 



All coraraunlcatlons should be addressed to This 
Louisiana Planter, 889 Carondelet streeti New 
Orleans, Jja. 

LIST OP ORQANIZBRS. 



McCall Brothkrs, 
McCall & Lkobndbb, 
Leon GoDCHAtrx, 
James Teller, 
B. Lemann & Bro., 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Busu, 
W. E. Brick ELL, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dtmond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos & Barnbtt, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth, Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shattuck & Hoffman, 
Bmilb Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt & Zieoler* 
T. G. McLaury, 
L. S. Clark, 
J. B. Leyert, 
'Simpson Hornor, 
W. B. Bloomfibld, 
w. w. sutclitfe, 
John B. Moorb, 
Jambs C. Murphy, 
Jos. Webosb, 



R. Bbltran, 

LUCIEN SONIAT, 

D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero & Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Edwards & Haubtman, 
John A. Morris, 

B. H. Cunningham, 

R. VlTERBO, 

H. C. Minor, 

C. M. SORIA, 

J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 

E. & J. KocK, 
Wm. Gariq, 
Adolph Mbtbb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
Gboeob p. Andbbton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles, 

Lbzin a. Becnel, 
J. N. Puarr, 
Jules J. Jacob. 



The Louisiana Su£:ar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

Tins association held its April meet- 
ing last Thursckv night at the meet- 
ing- n;(>;n of the Giamher of Commerce, 
corner of Union and Garondielet streets, 
\e\v ( )rleans. President E-mirk Ro9t 
was in tiie cliair, Secretary Dykers at 
rhc desk, an'<l th<?re was a large attend- 
ance of plant^ers and others, almost all 
the seals in the mec^ting room being 
filled by members and outsiders who 
were interested in the topic scheduled -for 
dk-cussion, which was "Fuel Oil for Ba- 
.^a^isie Furnaces." 

On njotion duly made the reading of 
the minutes of tlie previous meeting was 
dispensed w"ith. There were no com- 
munications on t/h€ secretary's desk rcr 
quiring action, and the firs>t business be- 
fore the meeting was, therefore, the elec- 
lit)n of several candidates for member- 
^jjiip. The secretary read the names of 
the following gentlemen w'ho liad ap- 
plied for membership in the organiza- 
t-on: Mver Lemann, Donaldson ville, 
la.: P. H' McArdle, New Orleans; Col. 
A. R. Blakely, of the St. Charles hotel, 
Kew Orleans ; Mr. P. Mclntyre, a mem- 
ber of the firm of C. W. Goyer & Com- 
pany, sugar and nK)lasses dealers of 
Memphis, Tenn. : Mr. Thos. Sloo, of the 
Whitney & Sloo Company, Limited, and 
Capt. P. Campbell, manager of th6 
Kenilvvorth su'gar factory on the Lower 
Coast. On motion of Mr. L. M. Soniat, 
all of these gentlemen were unanimous- 
ly elected members of the association. 

There being no itew busin»ess offered, 
President Rost said IJhat the topic of the 
evening would next be taken up and he 
called on Mr. James Fisher to read a 
paper which he had prepared on the burn- 
ing of oil in 'bagasse furnaces. At the 
requesit of Mr. Fisher, the Secretary 
read the paper for him, and it was re- 
ceived with thanks and ordered pub- 
lished as a part of the proceedings and 
k appears in full elsewhere in tihis issue. 
Tliis paper of Mr. Fisher's being the 
only one 'submitted, iflie subject was then 
opened for discussion and Miessrs. Henry 
McCall, Emile Legendre, G. G. Zenor, 
J. O. Fraziei-, R. G. Comeaux, James 
Fisher and others discussed the -topic at 
considera)ble length but there seemed to 
be very little practical knowledge among 
those present relative to the burning of 
oil in connection with bagasse. Mr. 



Fisher, who had done this work at Lake- 
side, Texas, during the past campaigrn 
pfave his experience in comiedtion with 
it, and a great many questions were pro- 
pounded to him, but aside from the in- 
formation whidh Ire was abt^ to give there 
was very little dJata available. It is a 
matter for regret that some of the gen- 
tlemen who had been requested by the 
Secretary to prepare papers and who 
were in a position to tlirow valuable 
liglut on the subject, were unable to favor 
the association with their presence. We 
will publish next week a full Steno- 
graphic report of the discussion which 
took place. At its conclusion President 
Rost said that the nexit business before 
the meeting was the selection of a topic 
for the May meeting and on motion 
duly made the selection of a suitable 
topic was left to the discretion of tl^e 
Chair. The association then adjourned. 



The Cane Crop. 

All our reports from the country this 
week indicate favorable conditions so 
far as the young crop is concerned and 
the vveatlier hais been such as to facilitate 
field work. It has been somewhat cooler 
tlian is usually the case at this time of 
the year, but in spite of this the crop is 
coming up rapidly and the outlook is 
distinctly good from an agricultural view 
point. Tliere was a rain on Monday 
which was very beneficial and which de- 
layed field work for only one day. It 
is, of course, too early to tell what is in 
store for us between now and the grind- 
ing season, but it is a matter for con- 
gratulation that the outlook is so far so 
bright and favorable. 



Louisiana at tlie Cliarleston Inter- 
State and West Indian Exposition. 

Dr. Stubbs returned early last week 
from the Charleston Exposition, where 
he went early the week before, accom- 
panied by Hon. Eniile Rost, president of 
the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion, and Dr. Fred. S. Mayer and Mr. 
Lucien Soriiat of the Louisiana State 
Agricultural Society, to celebrate Lou- 
isiana Day. The Louisiana display at 
Charleston is even more brilliant and ef- 
fective than at Buffalo, where it was one 
of % the finest ever brought together for 
exposition purposes. 

The Charleston Exposition is pro- 
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iioiinced by Dr. Stubbs to be one of the A Review of March Weather, New Orleans. St James, 

finest ever given and to surpass in its The month of March just past has been ^^^""^ 3 *' H H 

grandeur, beauty and completeness, any- so cool and the cane crop as a result, so " 5 .*.'.' .'.'.'!.* 41 38 

thing Chat he could have expected. It is backward, it has mad«e a study of March ]; ^ 38 ' 28 

frequented by thousands of visitors from weath^ more interesting than usual. We - il \l 86 

all parts of the world, many of w^hom have before' us the data of the U. S. " 19 !;!!!!!. '42 88 

are. amazed at the splendor of the agri- Weather Bureau, covering March, 1902, "31 53 42 

cultural, mineral, manufactures and in New Orleans, and from Mr. E. Cher- ^^^^^® ^^'^^ 37.75 

transportation resources and facilities of bonnier, the enterprising owner of Hel- From these data we see that on the 

our country. The quiet, staid old city y^ia plantation, St. James parish, and ^^^^X ^^ys the country gets cblder than 

of Charleston, the home of the "fire-eat- <ihey confirm each other in a number oi the city, just as in the hot days it gets 

ers" of ante-bellum days, is doing her- instances. A surprising thing is that ^^}^^, ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^y- . r 1 

cplf nrrkiiH in fht^ HUnlov r>f Vi^r manv *.u 5 ^ r x^r i. An immeusc amouut of work was doue 

T^ZTlLJ.^^^^ ^^L?Zl ^ ^ f "^^^ "^T ^'^P^? "^t""^ i*^"^^' on the plantations during March and es- 

dharms and advantages. Few persons as determmed from the Weather Bureau pedally so in the delay^ cane plantine 

know of the attractiveness of Charleston, records covering a period.of 29 years, is The normal March rainfall is 4.20 inch^ 

her beautiful battery and bay, a mima- 63 F., and the average or mean tempera- and that of March, 1902, in New Orieans 

ture New York City without the dreary ture of March, 1902, was 63 F. As the 4.07 inches, and in St. James 4 inches, 

climate of her big Northern sister, but month seemed cold and the cane crop The 3^2 incJh rain of March 15 was just 

basking in the balmy breezes from the was backward, there must have been the thing to cure the evils of late stiff 

gulf stream and the sunny skies of the other influences at work that accentuated ^^"^ planting, provided the planting was 

Southern seas. the backwardness. It will be recalled already done. 

Dr. Stubbs and his coadjutors gave a that February, 1902, averaged 7 F. below , ^^ ^ ™^' Tjljf ^^?^ f^^ jVf^" 

banquet to the exposition onnmission- normal and was the colder February of Stx"t?^e^^^^^^ 

ers m their honor to celebrate Louisiana which 'we have any knowledge except ^^ conditions that are now i^ulting in 

Day, and ahogether the event was a mo^ those 01 1895 and 1899, the Fet>ruaries satisfactory crop appearances and that 

enjoyable one^ of the great snow ami the great freeze. we may safely anticipate a good crop for 

'^^^^ The influence of February, 1902, is cer- 1902. 

Annual fleeting of the Louisiana tainly felt even yet. Sugar cane doesn't — 

Asrricultural Society and of the grow much, if any, ait a temperature be- g^g^ Indian Rice 

U.ulslana Stock Breeders' Associa- ^" ^ i^iin^to leoTl^^^^^^^ Th« Louisiana Planter Ius advices 

"on. F.wa^ insufficient to recover the growing ^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ g ^^^ ^^ 

As has been announced through the l^ ^"T '^^ '"" ''"'^'^''^ ""^ ''"'■ '*''^ Rangoon to February 12, concerning the 

daily press, the Louisiana State Agricul- ^^^f^^^'^^- . ,, . , coming nee crop. In Lower Burmah 

tura'l Societv and the Louisiana Stock ^^^ average maximum March temper- there are six and one-half million acres 

meetings at Clinton La on Aoril ic 16 ^^^^^^ Bureau, is 70.8 F., the average about 3 per cent greater than last year 

meetings atClim<wi, La., on April 15, 10 ^i^jmum 63.5 F. ; while as against these and the surplus crop over the home needs 

and 17. TTiese m^ngs held in the en- ■ ^ ^^^ Cherbonnier reports in St. of the country is estimated at 1,915.000 

terpnsing town of Clinton, one of the ja,^ ^n average maximum of 70.4 F. tons of clean rice. This shows where the 

most progressive little cities in the state ^^ ^ ^^ minimum of 50.6 F. The world's rice now comes from. 

,of Louisiana, located in the uplands of maxima agree within four-tenths, but the === 

East Feliciana, will doubtless be among minima show the country record 5>4 de- Personal. 

the most interesting ever held by these grees below tlie city, a discrepancy which Mr. P. Richard, of Terrebonne parish, wa* 

societies, and should attract a large at- coincides with frequent experiences. at the Hotel Grunewald during the past 

tendance of the friends of advanced agri- A notable feature of Mr. Cline's report ^^ek. 

culturw. is the average deficiency in temperature », \r, ». m v_.j . n i.,. t 

v.uii.ui«r. e> .uTi .«• Mr. Qraham Trowbridxe. oI Franklin. La.. 

Major J. G.Lee, Commissioner Of Ag. ^'^^J^^'Zl^ ^ was at the Hotel Grune^lk during the W ' 

riculture and Immigration, has made ar- which he places at three degrees F. ^^ ^^^^ . ^^^^^^,^^ ,3 ^ ^^ 

rangements ..th tl^e railrof for a re- r^'^%tL''^^^ wS <^'^^-^ -pert In sugar house matters and 

dtKed rate of one and one-third fares to g^ p ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ reached, March 24 ^^ ^^ connected with some of the largest 

all persons desirmg to attend the joint indrcating 84 F In St Tames there were ^^^^^^^^^ In this state and elsewhere, 

meeting. In order to avail of this, full ^^t four days of 80 F.and above March ^^- ^- ^' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ returned from a 

fare will be paid going and a standard 24 there indicafting 84 F. also. ^^^ ^ ^^ •North during which he visited 

certificate procured from each agent from There were few days of low tempera- Washington, Pa., Pitteburg, and a number of 

whom a ticket may be purchased, and be- ^ure during Mardh, the lowest in New ^^®^ industrial centers. Mr. Luck is one 

fore returning from the meeting all certi- Orleans, 38 F., having been reached ^' ^^^ °^^* active machinery men and en- 

ficates so procuiied should be signed by March 6, and there were three days ac- i^^^ * ^***^ acquaintance throughout the 

the secretary and viseed by special agent, credited at 41 and 42, indicating well de- "^^^1® ^^K^ planting community, 

who will be at Clinton. fined white frosts. The minimum tem- ^^' H- J- Sanders, the promlnwit St Mary 

A number of the leading agriculturists peratures in St. James we're decidedly parish sugar planter, came up to the city a 

of the state will address the meeting, a lower than in New Orleans, thus verify- 'ew days ago and made his headquarters at 

thorough discussion of all of the leading ing frequent observations as to the con- ^^ St Cherles hotel, 

features of modern agriculture will be sid&rable differences in temperature in Mr. Geo. Hill, of West Baton Rouge parish, 

had, and the occasion will be a prc>fitable localities very near each other. We give was at the St. Charles hotel on V^Tednesday 

one to every one atteriding it. below a few of the minima : last ' ■ iijl 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPBCIAL COBRBSrONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather record for the past week com- 
prises a little warmth, an unusual modicum 
of coolness, a driving rainfall between 2 and 
3 o'clock Monday morning — the precipitation 
reaching 0.60 of an inch within the hour — 
and a good deal of sunshine, of which due 
advantage has been taken on the farms and 
plantations in the figurative making of hay. 
So far as learned, the work of cane plant- 
ing, which was greatly retarded on a num- 
ber of places by unfavorable weather condi- 
tions, has been finished. Among the last 
to get through was the Miles Company's 
RivertoQ, where Manager Alfred Beckner 
now has no less than 4i^6 acres of plant cane, 
all in good land, thanks to the readjustment 
of the Riverton and Donaldson lines, by 
which all the sandy front lands are devoted 
to cane, and the black lands in tbe rear 
transformed into a "com plantation" under 
the control of Horace W. Green — the "Hard- 
wick" of the Miles property. 

There are 1800 acres of plant cane on the 
Miles group this year, as compared with 1400 
last year, and although the season is back- 
ward and work behind hand, the cane is now 
coming up with almost unprecedented ra- 
pidity and in fine stand. Experienced plant- 
ers and managers say the prospect in this 
particular has never been excelled within 
the periods of their observation. The first 
complaint of defective seed or unsatisfactory 
ratoons is yet to be heard in Ascension, and 
If the initial indications are realized the su- 
gar crop of 1902 in this section will be a big 
one. However, it is entirely too early to be 
building hopes of this kind, which may prove 
to be naught but intangible castles in the air. 
The river has reached a 23-foot stage at 
Donaldsonville, but there is no apprehension 
felt of dangerously high water this season. 
Latest reports from above are to the effect 
that the river is falling. It is doubtful if 
the 25-foot marK will be touched at this 
point 

The air is full of oleaginous aiscussion and 
speculative contemplation of the ways and 
means for substituting fuel oil for coal, and 
the beneficial results that are expected to 
flow from the change. Several oil compa- 
nies are in the local field, making contracts 
for delivery of the new fuel in time for its 
use the coming grinding season, and from 
present appearances the sugar factories that 
will cling to coal in taking off the current 
year's cane crop will be few and far between. 
Two Donaldsonville institutions, the steam 
laundry and the ice factory, are using oil 
with admirable effect, and the town council 
has accepted the bid of the Fairbanks' Com- 
pany to Install an oil-burning equipment at 
the municipal light and water power-house. 
The police jury of Assumption parish has 
followed Ascension's lead in adopting the 



ordinance creating the Mississippi and La- 
fourche drainage district, and the St James 
jury, which meets Friday, will doubtless have 
taken similar action by the time this screed 
appears in print U. B. Dugas, one of As- 
sumption's best knoMm and most public-spir- 
ited planters, was elected to represent that 
parish on the drainage board, and the gov- 
ernor of the state will be petitioned to ap- 
point T. J. Delaune as Assumption's second 
commissioner. It is expected that E. B. 
LaPice will be elected as one of the St James 
members, ana that the governor will be 
asked to appoint Satumin Waguespack as 
the other member for that parish. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDAKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues a little too cool for 
the cane, but in all other respects it has 
been most favorable and a light rain which 
fell throughout the parish last Monday morn- 
ing was of untold benefit Wherever cane has 
been scraped, and even where it has not been 
it is coming up nicely, and stubbles that 
were dug a few weeks since are coming out 
to a good stand, and it would seem that every 
grain of corn plQUted has come out. Work Is 
progressing in stubble digging, cane scrap- 
ing and corn planting, and the outlook Is ex- 
cellent. 

'Mr. Leonce M. Soniat, who is never behind 
with his work, fears he got some of it in too 
early this year and in consequence some 
promising stubbles were nipped by the late 
frosts on his Cedar Grove plantation. The 
most advanced and best stand of stubble seen 
so far this year is at Mr. boniat's. A con- 
tract has been closed for Cedar Grove's oil 
tank and this means not only a saving to 
Mr. Soniat, but two boats of coal less from 
the sales of the coal people. 

A good sale of land was made this week 
by Mr. Charles O. Whaley, Cedar Grove's 
clever manager, of a tract at the lower reai* 
comer of the Square League, something over 
100 acres, at $30 per acre, and the purchaser 
was Mr. Surville Percle, who recently bought 
the Pearce farm adjoining. Mr. Whaley says 
he never saw a better stand of com, and 
that cane prospects are splendid. 

Mr. William B. Robertson, of Plaquemine, 
has added fifty acres to his part of the Hun- 
ter's Lodge plantation by purchasing from 
Mrs. Mary J. Schlater the tract in the rear 
of the Enterprise plantation, which she re- 
served in her sale to the Messrs. Wilbert 
three years ago. 

We have lately visited the Marlngouln and 
Grosse-tete sections of the parish and were 
pleased to note the spirit of improvement to 
observed on all sides, especially in the clear- 
ing up of land and erection of new buildings, 
but sorry to note the disposition of all to 
fight shy of sugar cane, for some in that 
locality made a good profit last year in sell- 
ing cane by the ton. 



At their meeting last Monday the Police 
Jury talked about a new courtrhouse, and re- 
quested the clerk to notify all members to 
be present at the next meeting, when the 
matter will be taken up for action, and we 
hope they will do honor to the people and 
the parish. 

The banks of the parish made a good show- 
ing in tneir last quarterly statements, the 
bank of Plaquemine having deposits of $247,- 
370.37, and total resources amounting to 
$357,963.91, and the People's Bank, deposits 
of $172,527.15, and resources $234,787.89. We 
have not the fligures of the Bank of White 
Castle before us, but they are equally flatter- 
ing. 

The penitentiary gang will be augmented 
by the addition of four dusky criminals who 
were sent up at the present term of the Dis- 
trict Court. Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPBCIAL CORBESPGNDBNCB.) ^ 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has at last settled down to 
what might be called a normal basis — ^that 
is to say, it is better than it was some time 
ago. For the earlier spring days were un- 
favorable for field work, too much rain re- 
tarding cane planting and farming operations 
generally. Then, too, the cold weather has 
militated against the rapid germination of 
plant life. While prevailing temperatures 
are still decidedly too low to bring out the 
crop rapidly, general conditions are so much 
improved that no one feels inclined to com- 
plain. 

L«st Monday morning this parish was 
visited by quite a rain storm which, how- 
ever, did not last very long. Considerable 
precipitation occurred, but as the rain was 
followed by a vigorous northwest wind, the 
ground dried up very rapidly. Indeed, field 
work was resumed on many places in the 
afternoon. Since tnen the weather has been 
clear but unseasonably cool. As a matter of 
fact, it is claimed that frost was seen twice 
this week, although competent evidence on 
that head is lacking. At all events, it has 
been a splendid week for the planter, and 
work has been pushed with vigor all along 
the line. 

Reports from the cane fields are more en- 
couraging than they have been at any time 
this year. The cane Is coming out nicely, 
as a rule, and a hopeful feeling prevails that 
a fair stand will yet be obtained. It is now 
quite generally believed that the fall plant 
was uninjured by the freeze of December 14- 
21, and that while the stubble was perhaps 
affected to some extent, the damage is not 
so great as has been apprehended. There 
is, however, considerable doubt as to what 
the spring plant will do. When the plant- 
ing season began some weeks ago, much 
of the seed cane was found to be defective, in 
consequence of which a great deal of culling 
and ''thick" planting was done on a majority^ 
of places. With the advent of warmer 
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weather, which, in the nature of things, 
must be close at hajid, our planters will soon 
get a line on this year's crop. 

Han. V. M. Lefebvre states that his crop 
is coming out nicely, and that his prospects 
were never better. 

So far. Mr. Simon LeBlanc, who is culti- 
vating a rice crop on the Oaks plantation, 
is the only rice planter in the parish who 
is using fuel oil. Your correspondent visited 
his pumping station yesterday and found 
everything working beautifully. The oil is 
conducted from a 40-barrel tank in an or- 
dinary pipe to the furnace, into which It is 
forced by a steam jet. The oil burns fiercely, 
makes a splendid fire and furnishes ample 
motive power lor the big pump which keeps 
the fields fiooded, and this, too, at a cost 50 
per cent less than coal. Next fall the use of 
this liquid will be quite general m the sugar 
factories of West Baton Rouge. 



St. Mary. 

Senator Caffery is having hauled the seed 
cane on the Chatsworth plantation to Bethia, 
where he will plant it. We learn that no 
cane crop will be planted on tlie Chatsworth ; 
the land will be used for the cultivation of 
rice. 

The com is coming up beautifully, and 
the plant cane will begin to put up a good 
showing within a week or so more. This 
has been a good season for corn planting, 
and one of the best winter seasons for keep- 
ing seed we have seen in many years. 

Many of the sugar mills along the Teche 
are putting in burners for the consumption 
of fuel oil, instead of coal, next winter, #ind 
at the rate that petroleum is being adopted 
there will be a small market here for stone- 
coal hereafter. Oil will not entirely sub- 
stitute either coal or wood for many years 
to come, we don't believe — if it ever does; 
but the number and value of coal's patrons 
that were even lost to last winter's business 
were very great, and it appears that this 
year will show an inroad several-fold more 
extensive. Sugar planters and other manu- 
facturers should consider this a God-send; 
they certainly stand in want of some pro- 
cess which will cheapen the cost of manu- 
facture, and which will, at the same time, 
have the least possible effect upon the labor 
question. — Vindicator News, March 28. 



Vermilion. 

(SPBCZAL COBRBSFONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues very cool and dis- 
agreeable. It has been cool now for at least 
ten days and the crops are beginning to show 
the effect of it very much. It is fortunate 
for Solomon as a spring poet that he did 
not live in this age, else he might have 
been forced to bear the chagrin of a lost repu- 
tation. He would never have known when 
to launch forth with his announcement of 
spring: '*L.o the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone. The flowers appear on the 



earth ; the time of the singing birds is come 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in the 
land." These sayings are apt to be prema- 
ture at any time in this section. 

Corn has been very materially damaged 
by the cut worms during the phenomenal 
weather, cane has been checked in growth 
and rica has stopped growing altogether. 
During the middle of the day the sun in 
very warm and spring-like but at night and 
early morning a fire feels very comfortable. 

Cane is coming up very well, in fact the 
best stand of both plant and stubble is re- 
ported this year than has been for years 
before. The seed was very good which in- 
sured a good stand of plant and the winter 
was mild and dry which protected the stub- 
ble. The acreage will be small but the pros- 
pects are very fine for a full yield. Farm- 
ers are well up with their work and their 
lands are in fine condition. There has been 
heretofore a half dozen outside refineries in 
here with agents and representatives bid- 
ding for the cane long before this date, but 
this year no one has formally entered the 
field. One or two mills, however, are on the 
lookout for cane and will possibly launch 
their contract witniu the next ten days. The 
price will not be as fancy as last year, but 
promises to be above that expected by many. 
The rice crop Is in very good condition. The 
planting is progressing very nicely and the 
acreage will be exceptionally large. Mr. E. 
Mouton started up his pumps several days 
ago and now has something like 5.00 acres 
under water, tnis is the finest rice in this 
section of the state. The Hunter Canal Com- 
pany started up their pumps on the 7th inst. 
and are filling their large canal. Pumping 
will be in full blast in a few days. 

The cotton prospects are very good. The 
acreage will be larger than last year. There 
is a move on foot to erect a round bale sys- 
tem gin at Abbeville which will be of great 
benefit to the cotton planter. 

P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

( SPECIAL CGRRBSFONDElf CB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since my last letter this section has been 
visited by a good rain which was worth a 
great deal to the young rice and to the rice 
recently planted. 

Many of the farmers of this section who 
take water from the canals seem to be very 
much afraid that they will get salt or brack- 
ish water this year, as the bayous are not 
entirely free of brackish water. It is claim- 
ed by some that the Que de Tortue bayou, 
from whence our farmers get their water 
supply, is salty at the depth of seven feet; 
and if there is not considerable rain fall 
within the next two or three months the 
canal crops will be cut short fully 50 per 
cent All farmers owning wells are resting 
contented as they are sure of fresh water. 

Tour correspondent was in conversation 
with V. \Vainright, the deep well man, a 



few days ago and among other things he 
said: "The demand for deep wells for the 
irrigation of ii'ice in this section is some- 
thing wonderful and has forced me to put 
in two deep well outfits in order to keep 
the farmers quiet, although with the two 
outfits I am not able to supply the demand. 
I now have the contracts for the sinking of 
fourteen wells with many more in prospect 
I expect to have one of my outfits here per- 
manently. I have just completed a twelve 
inch deep well for Lee Elliott which is one 
of the best I have ever made; it flows twelve 
inches above the surface of the earth." 

There is a project on foot in the thriving 
little city of Gueydan for the erection of 
water works, light plant and ice factory. E. 
J. Toups, manager of the Godard Drug Co., 
has been circulating a subscription list for 
that purpose and has, at this time, a large 
8um subscribed. 

There is a very strong probability that 
within the next 30 days there will be in 
course of construction a mammoth rice mill 
with warehouse adequate u> its needs. 

X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPONDEMCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: • 

A warm and much appreciated rain fell 
over this part of the country during the early 
hours on the morning of the 7th and which 
delayed farm and field work for that day. 
The 8t}i was clear and bright and the ground 
was dry enough to permit plowing and plant- 
ing to be resumed. 

From all the information I have at hand 
it seems that cane is growing out to a beauti- 
ful stand and is at least three weeks earlier 
than last year. It will be remembered that 
in this district cane was not up to a good 
stand at the end of April in 1901. The cane 
raisers are well advanced with their work 
and at present tne bright prospects from an 
agricultural point of view encourage them 
greatly. From information just received I 
Learn that Leinster plantation has a decided- 
ly heavy acreage to cane this year which Is 
now making a fine stana. Besides growing 
cane Lelnster's progressive proprietor, Mr. 
Geo. W. Sentell, plants a diversity of crops 
such as com, oats, alfalfa, sorghum and peas. 
Being largely interested in breeding fine 
horses, Jersey cattle, swine and poultry, Mr. 
Sentell knows the value there is in growing 
an abundance of com and hay for supplying 
stock food for nis large stock farm and for 
the stock on his splendid sugar plantation. 
Many tons of stock pen manure rich from 
feeding cotton seed meai and hulls has, since 
the first of January, been hauled and spread 
over Leinster's cane and com lands which 
will build nip the fertility of the soil for the 
production of a heavy yie*d of cane, com and 
pea& 

From all accounts the planters in the Im- 
mediate locality of Bunkie are well advanced 
in their work. Cane is growing out in a 
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way that excites the admiration of the farm- 
ers and much 'Of the com Is now up to a 
good stand and is looking well and growing 
rapidly. Mr. M. G. Bubenzer has a fine place 
near the growing town of Bunkle on wlilch 
he has planted this season a fine acreage to 
cane, com and some cotton. 

The planters and farmers living in the 
district of Evergreen and Cottonport are said 
to be fully up to the mark with their field 
work and planting operations except that 
they have not yet finished planting their cot- 
ton. News from Rapides is also very en- 
couraging. At Bennettsville, Cheneyville, 
Loyd and Meeker the farmers and cane rais- 
ers have every reason to feel highly elated 
over the success which* they have attained 
up to the present time. 

Some of the old timers who have made a 
study of the seasons predict that this year 
will witness immense crops of both cane and 
com. It is to be hoped that these predictions 
will be fully verified. The efforts of the 
farmers this season have been very much di- 
rected to the matter of thoroughly preparing 
the ground before planting. The majority 
of the cotton planters have not only plowed 
and bedded their cotton lanus well, but they 
have rebedded and harrowed the seed beds 
to such an extent that the soil is now free 
from clods and in the most perfect condition 
for the reception of seed, • 

Should this week continue fair to the end 
the cotton planters will nearly finish 
sowing their seed and will then be able to 
give attention to the early corn which is now 
large and strong enough for the first plow- 
ing. 

A statement has been made to the writer 
that the Union Oil Mill at Bunkle, La., the 
cotton press and the two big ginning plants 
belonging to Mr. C. F. Knoll and Dr. W. D. 
Haas will erect oil burners this season and 
use oil for fuel. 

It is said that the progressive business 
men and capitalists of Cottonport will build 
this summer an up-to-date ginning plant and 
compress, to be complete in every respect 
and ready for worK by the time the fieeey 
staple begins to open. 

The cane raisers in the progressive farm- 
ing districts of Haasvine and Eola are jubi- 
lant over their present prospects for cane, 
corn, cotton, peas and other useful crops. 

The weather could hardly be at this season 
of the year more propitious than it now is 
for planting and ail sorts of farm work. 

Ebin. 



5t. James— Risrht Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNOD.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The glowing reports made the week pre- 
vious to this, about the weather conditions, 
can be reiterated in this report, and adding, 
moreover, that it waa an improvement, as it 
was devoid of anything frosty. By last Sun- 
day it was beginning, perhaps, to be a little 
too dry for tender plants, but the threat 



did not last long enough to cause any harm, 
for last Monday morning "a made to order" 
rain visited us, and was the beet blessing we 
have been maae the recipients of in a long 
time. The precipitation was just sufficient 
for present requirements, and interrupted 
work for one day only, and by last Tuesday 
morning the soil was found just right. The 
general appearance of vegetation is improv- 
ing and continues to be promising, and if 
the weather behaves itself the present indi- 
cations will crystallize into what we need, a 
good big crop. To begin with, com, which 
is greatly depended upon as the **piece de re- 
sistance" for this year's account is doing all 
it can to realize this expectation, for even 
the last planted, already marks the rows. 
Those who planted oats and alfalfa last fall 
are beginning to reap the benefits of the 
crop, and are thereby already reducing the 
outlay usually required to feed their stock, 
and at the same time, keeping them in good 
condition. Molasses is also proving a great 
help in reducing the cost of feed, in some 
instances, but the ma^jority of planters are 
reluctant in recognizing its virtues, but no 
doubt it will gradually become the leading 
feed in course of time. The little cotton seed 
meal which will' be used this year will soon 
be in process. 

Messrs. Gaskins and Rolling of Pike's 
Peak plantation are as ever imbued with a 
spirit of enterprise, and with the aid of 
white-wash have improved the general ap 
pearance of their magnificent plantation, 
every building thereon being immaculata 

Mr. J. Henderson, of Bessie K. plantation, 
is having the whole reditched, which had 
been sadly neglected for the past two years. 
Everything else is also being thoroughly 
worked. 

Mr. Hector Himel, of St Amelia planta- 
tion, is cultivating the rear of his place in 
rice; also Mr. Octave Roussel, of St. Cecelia 
plantation. Another industry which is re- 
ceiving some attention is that of broom corn, 
Mr. Nash Smith having planted fifteen acres. 

Mrs. Eugene Lapice, of Lauderdale planta- 
tion, has been on the sick list for some time, 
and left a few days ago for New Orleans, to 
receive the best medical attention to be had 
there. St. James. 



5t. James — Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Another cold snap has been experienced 
during the past week, and though not. of a 
very severe nature, still sufficiently so to 
be well felt, ana co cause another delay in 
the development of vegetation. We were 
visited by a good and most welcome shower 
on Sunday night, doubtless its effects were 
of the best, as moisture was wished for, but 
had it been accompanied by a warmer at- 
mosphere the results would have been still 
better. The crops are beginning to sprout 
rapidly, and every here and there the eyes 
are shooting forth, but warm weather and 



occasional showers are much needed. Stub- 
ble-digging is now occupying the hands on 
the different plantations, and manuring is 
also being done. Some of the corn crop that 
was planted early is growing very rapidly. 
Mr. Cherbonnier has. on his Helvetia plan- 
tation, a tract of a few acres where the finest 
stand of corn can be seen. It is fully six 
inches above ground and of a beautiful green 
hue, full of life. 

Mr. Nelson Himel is at present drying 
"seconds" in his Wilton factory. Having a 
good deal on hand Mr. Himel will be drying 
.for about two weeks or more yet. This place 
is at present working the stubbles and we 
understand that Mr. Himel Is so far quite 
contented with the outlook for his croi^ 
which doubtless Is one of the largest ever 
cultivated on the place. 

The Uncle Sam plantation of Mr. Jules 
Jacob is now receiving the attention of the 
white-washer, the sugar house and cabins 
having been the first things wMte-washed. 
One of the Uncle Sam stores' new acquisi- 
tions is a livery stable. Being in the vicinity 
of Convent, u proves to be quite an addition 
and a necessary thing to many drummers 
and travelers. 

That little district situated in the upper 
part of our parish, known among us as 
"Pape-ven or "White Hall," is following 
closely the footsteps of progress, as is seen 
by the many Improvements that have taken 
place there within the past few years. Mr. 
Vegas, of the Alta Villa plantation, has sold 
several little tracts of land to different par- 
ties who have each built a home and thus 
converted a heretofore bare pasture into a 
neat little village. The maojrity of these 
persons are little planters of a few acres of 
corn and cane and even cotton, from which 
they make a very fair living. Mr. Vegas has 
built himself a littie cottage of a very pretty 
modem type, the kind which is seldom seen 
except where prosperity reigns 
. Death vi sited our section lately and struck 
down as its victim Mr. Florent LeBoeuf, a 
well-esteemed citizen of our parish and Jus- 
tice of the Peace for the 2nd ward. 

Convent. 



Personal. 



Mr. E. W. Moise, who has been engaged at 
the Panuco sugar factory in Mexico during 
the recent campaign, was in to see us on 
Saturday last and brought a sample of the 
sugar made at Panuco which is put up in 
loaves and nearly pure white in color. Mr. 
Moise had charge of the Deming apparatus 
at xhe Panuco house. 

Mr. Oscar Bourg, of Lafourche parish, has 
been spending a few days at the Hotel Grune- 
wald. He was accompanied by Mrs. Bourg. 

Mr. Geo. Murrell, of Iberville parish, the 
prominent sugar planter, was a recent ar- 
rival of the St. Charles hotei. Mr. Murrell 
is one of our most progressive men and his 
place is an up-to-date one in every respect. 

Col. W. H. Price, of Lafourche parish, was 
among the recent visitors to the city. Col. 
Price stopped at the St. Charles hotel. He 
has charge of the Arcadia plantation of the 
Hon. Andrew Price. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS, 



Berlin. 

(SPECIAL C0BBE8P0NDBNCB.) 

Berlin, March 22; 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather is- at present very changeable, 
which, at the same time, means seasonable, 
as winter and spring are fighting for prepon- 
derance. This time spring lias got the bet- 
ter of tlie winter, but it would be premature 
to conclude that the latter has spoken its 
last word. Anyway, the week opened with 
thawing weather; heavy rains followed and 
towards the middle of the w-eek under re- 
view the sun shone warm and bright But 
field work remained, except on a few high 
and dry places, out of the Question, as the 
moist precipitations had been too heavy, 
so that the soil generally was soaked with 
water. But in a few days, if the present 
conditions of the weather keep on it may 
be possible to make a thorough beginning 
with field operations. It cannot be said that 
there has been any time lost already, but it 
seems now almost certain that the sowings 
of certain summer cereals which the farmers 
like to do in the month of March must be 
delayed to April. Such is also the case in 
the other beet-growing countries except In 
France, where lately almost uninterruptedly 
dry weather has been prevailing. Next to 
France, comes Russia, who is this year com- 
paratively well advanced. Although in cer- 
tain sections snow falls are reported to have 
fallen. ^ 

The extension of this year's beet sowings 
remains still in the dark. True, there are 
certain figures spoken of. For instance a 
reduction of from 10 to 15 per cent is thought 
probable, all of these assumptions, however, 
are void of any serious foundation, which, 
bowever, does not prevent these figures be- 
ing discussed in the daily and in the special 
press. With regard to the enormous over- 
producton and the resulting overstocks, a re- 
duction of about 15 per cent does not seem 
sufficient to re-establish a ^ound market, but 
let the crop to the acre decrease to the ex- 
tent of only 10 per cent, which would leave 
still quite a normal production and we have 
then a reduction of 25 per cent or a beet 
sugar crop oi about 5.1 millions of tons, in- 
stead of 6.8 millions. In general, the im- 
portance Oi the crop is dependent in the first 
place on the weather and tbe yield, both to 
the acre and in the factory. A good crop 
can largely compensate for any reduction, 
'Whilst a bad one can entirely undo the in- 
crease of the acreage planted with beet, and 
there is no lack of examples in the history of 
the beet sugar industry in proof of this the- 
ory. It was a big progress when some years 
ago the Statistical Union succeeded in get- 
ting quite reliable figures witn regard to the 
extent of the beet sowings, but experience 
of late years has shown that notwithstanding 
this important factor of estimating crops, 
the final outturn was very far from coincid- 



ing with the estimates, both of the farmers 
and of the statisticians, and very often It 
happens that the last weeks of vegetation 
prove the turning point for the better or for 
worse, so that estimates are set at naught 
just in the last hour, and this has been the 
case with last crop, which turns out to be 
even much larger thaji was expected at a 
timei when the bulk of the beets had been 
worked already. 

The Brussels convention — I beg your par- 
don that I must again entertain, or rather 
annoy, your readers with this interminable 
subject — will necessitate in the countries ad- 
hering to it, provided the convention is ap- 
proved by the respective parliaments, a par- 
tial change of sugar legislation. In Ger- 
many it is said that a new sugar bill is al- 
ready in course of preparation and that the 
Imperial government is contemplating an 
' early submission of it to the Reichstag. As 
an important point of this new law, it is 
mentioned that the consumption tax will be 
reduced from 20 marks, the present rate, to 
16 marks, a reduction to which, by 'the way, 
the government is bound by the law now in 
force. The present gross revenue of the su- 
gar t^ in Germany is about 150 millions of 
marks, and the bounty paid on sugar ex- 
ported is about 30 millions; this is a pro- 
portion of 1 to 5, and in this proportion the 
sugar tax should be reduceu — if the conven- 
tion be adopted and carried, which, how- 
ever, is by no means quite certain^ although 
the daily press of almost all parties sees 
in the abolition of the bounties the greatest 
boon that ever can be bestowed on the coun- 
try, an opinion which, however, is not at all 
shared by the sugar industrials who look 
into the future most sorrowfully. The more 
so as the bounties are not at all done away 
with in all sugar producing countries; even 
England on whose behalf the whole play has 
been enacted, leaves the bounty system In 
undisturbed existence in some of her colo- 
nies. The German sugar producer is just as 
anxious to retain his bounty system as the 
American producer is anxious to keep his 
protective tariff; in either country the home 
industry is sacrificed by taking off the sup- 
port granted hitherto by their respective 
governments. 

I have repeatedly called attention to the 
rapid development of the Italian sugar in- 
dustry and to-day I beg to insert some flg^ 
ures in proof of my former statements. The 
sugar factories augmented from 4 in 1898-99, 
to 13 in 1899-1900, and to 28 in 1900-01. The 
production rose during the same years from 
5,974 tons to 23,116 tons, and 60,125 tons, 
respectively. In 1898-99 there was an income 
of sugar taxes for the home product of four 
millions of lire; in 1899-1900 it rose to 15.5 
millions and 1900-01 it was 40.5 millions. 
The consumption, however, remains stable 
and low, namely about three kilograms per 
capita of the population. Friends of the 
Italian sugar industry wish that the taxes 
may be reduced, in order to make the article 



may be more accessible to the working 
classes. 

The markets were last week again very 
quiet, only towards the close a slight im- 
provement has taken place on account of bet- 
ter news from America. But the undercur- 
rent is dull, partly because of the uncertain- 
ty of the future, partly by the buyers being 
for the present well supplied by former pur- 
chases. Quotations were in Magdeburg for 
actual 88 per cent M. 7.35 — 7.60, and delivery 
March Is worth M. 6.30 f. o. b. Hamburg. Re- 
fined have been a little more active, as 10 
per cent of the contingent has been set free 
by the refiners syndicate. 

Robert Hennig. 



Havana. 

(special cobrespondencb.) 

Havana, April 1, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to another advance 
reported this week, from New York, buyers 
at this place improved their offers to a fur- 
ther extent, but as parcels brought forward 
were light again, sales were rather unim- 
portant and add up only about 75,000 bags, 
centrifugals, 94-97 test, which changed hands 
at from 1.52 to 1.85 cent per pound, for good 
shipping classes, which exceed by % of a 
cent the parity of the New York quotatloDS. 
Market closes to-day quiet, but strongly sup- 
ported at from 1% to 1.80 cent for 96-96 de- 
grees centrifugals. 

Crop Reports — Extremely dry weather has 
prevailed throughout the island during the 
past week and the young cane is much in 
need of water, whereas the yield in juice of 
that which is ground has also decreased on 
account of the drought; but as the density in 
the juice still keeps high, the results ob- 
tained in the sugar house are as yet satis- 
factory. 

Planting of new fields is being effected on 
a very limited scale, owing, on one part, to 
the lack of resources and on the other, to the 
discouragement of planters regarding the 
matter of obtaining tariff concessions in the 
United States, for the proceeds of the pres- 
ent crop. 

Several plantations are on the eve of ter- 
minating their crop, and factory "Salvador" 
at Manzanilla, has already extinguished its 
fires, after having turned out 15,000 bags 
of sugar, against 18,000 last year; the de- 
crease is attributed to the persistent drought 
that prevailed throughout the latter part of 
the past year and considerably reduced the 
yield of the cane, in spite of the constant at- 
tendance bestowed upon the fields; and as 
complaints regarding the poor yield of the 
cane are received from a large number of 
districts, it is likely that this circumstance 
will reduce to a certain extent, the total 
amount of this year's crop. 

Cane Fires — Owing to the persistent dry 
prevailing weather, cane fires have been fre- 
quently reported during the past weeks; but, 
fortunately, they could be controlled and 
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totally extinguished befare they had caused 
much harm. 

Official Investigation — Colonel Scott, the 
chief of staff of the Military Governor of 
the Island of Cuba, has carried on an offi- 
cial investigation at Matanzas, in order to 
find out the real amount of sugar the Amer- 
ican Refining Company has purchased this 
year, at said place, and the result attained 
uras that 45 i>er cent of the sugar stored be- 
longs to the merchants and exporters, who 
advanced to planters funds to commence 
grinding, on the first sugars manufactured 
by them; 10 per cent is being pledged to 
banking establishments, for the same reason, 
and the greater part of the balance is still 
in hands of planters, who restrain as much 
as they possibly can from parting with their 
parcels, in expectation of the tariff conces- 
sions that have been requested from the 
United States Government It does not ap- 
pear that the Sugar Trust has bought a sin- 
gle bag, at Matanzas, this year. 

Cuba's Producing Capacity — The Island of 
Cuba measures about 28 million acres, of 
which 500 to 600 thousand are devoted to 
cane culture, and as the beet sugar manu- 
facturers have repeatedly stated, before the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and else- 
where, that this island can produce from 
eight to ten million tons of sugar, it is but 
just that things should be put in their right 
place; although it is impossible to assert, 
with accuracy, the percentage of land fit 
for growing cane there is in Cuba, there is 
no dou bt as to the great extent that could 
be bromight to avail for such purpose; but 
the greater part of such land is too far out 
of the way to be as yet advantageously 
placed under culture and the balance is at 
present devoted to other more remunerative 
purposes. 

The day Cuba is able to dispose of ampler 
capital and her population be 5,000,000, in- 
stead of the 1,600,000 inhabitants she has 
at present, she may perhaps, enhance her 
production to about 3,500,000 or 4,000,000 
tons, for which 50 years, at least, are wanted. 

T. D. 



Oemerara. 

Georgetown, March 13, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The dry season, which set in the latter 
part of January, was of short duration. With 
moderate showers setting in some weeks 
ago, the rains have gradually become more 
heavy, and have been steady during the last 
few days. The cultivation generally looks 
bealthy and strong. May-June canes look 
promising for good returns, and the young 
canes for the end of the year's crop have re- 
covered from their backwardness caused by 
the heavy rains in December, and are doing 
well. 

There is little or no sugar being made now. 
Transcuitions during the fortnight compriae 
less than 1,000 tons of dark crystals at $1.81 
per 100 pounds, and since the results of the 



Brussels Conference have become known, at 
$1.70 and $1.62^. This decline in a peculiar 
way shows what importance our sugar peo- 
ple attach to the International Sugar Deal at 
Brussels. The shipments of sugar for this 
year up to date amount to 308,734 bags, as 
compared with 194,241 bags for the samie 
period of last year. 

WiETINO & RiCHTEB. 



Australia. 

Mackay, Queensland, F^b. 15, 1902. 
Though good showers have fallen in some 
of the districts since our last, there appears 
no reason to suppose that the regular rains 
have set in, and a lot more moisture is re- 
quired vVe are now into the middle of 
March and there are but slight hopes that 
the crops will prove really good. One can- 
not yet discuss the point with certainty, but 
any striking improvement in the prospects 
must accompany a late and niild winter. 
Temperatures are beginning to fall, the 
nights being cooler of late, and consequently 
heavy rains may chill the ground beyond re- 
covery before the winter. • Some planting 
is going on, but taken altogether the work 
in the fields is largely at a standstill, while 
there is certainly nothing in the outlook to 
make the farmers particularly jubilant. The 
crushing season is likely to commence at 
an earlier date this year, there being a feel- 
ing that if white labor is to enter largely 
into the work of taking off the cane, that 
work must be as far as practicable carried 
out during the early spring, and before the 
intense heat of November comes upon us. In 
the more northern districts the labor ques- 
tion at present is not attracting much atten- 
tion, but in Mackay district and southwards 
a big effort will be made by the growers to 
earn the bonus offered for white grown and 
harvested cane by the Government — 8ugat 
Journal. 



Hawaii. 

i (special correspondence.) 

? Honolulu, Hawaii, March 25, 1902. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Hain, rain, rain has been the principal 
topic of interest to sugar planters and every- 
one else, during the past week. From every 
Island comes reports of heavy rains, follow- 
ing up the flood of the week previous, and 
the planters are willing to concede that there 
is sometimes too much of even such a good 
thing as water. As yet the cane has not 
suffered to any appreciable extent from the 
heavy storms, but if they continue, there is 
no foretelling what the result may be. 

Another event of considerable interest was 
the meeting of the planters in Honolulu for 
the purpose of discussing the labor situa- 
tion. Though not exactly a meeting of the 
Hawaiian Planters' Association, yet nearly 
every plantation in the islands was repre- 
sented. 

The labor situation in the islands, though 
considerably improved, is still far from sat- 



isfactory. Some of the plantations reported 
no distress from lack of laborers, though 
some of the smaller concerns are in a bad 
way. Nothing is given out as to the result 
of the conference, as the session has not 
closed. The planters, however, will not, it 
is thought, do anything to relieve the pres- 
ent situation until after the final action in 
Congress rel§.tive to Cuba. The Porto Ricans 
have not been as successful as was expected, 
and it is not believed that any effort will 
be made to secure further importations from 
that country. The Chinese are, of course, 
cut ofP, and the Japanese are the principal 
reliance of the local planters. The Filipinos 
are not considered at all, though there is 
some talk of bringing a large number ,of 
Italians from Louisiana. Only surmises can 
be made as to the policy of the Hawaiian 
planters, as they are themselves still unset- 
tlecl as to what course to pursue in the fu- 
ture. 

The big SpreckelsvlUe plantation on Maul 
is having trouble with the citizens over the 
question 01 water rights. The ^Hawaiian 
Commercial and 9ugar Company, by which 
the plantation is owned, has announced Its 
intention of taking water from Wailuku to 
its plantation by flumes, having paid $10,000 
a year for the privilege to the Wailuku Sugar 
Company. The citizens have held a public 
meeting to protest and will probably ask the 
government to stop, what they call an in- 
fringement upon ther rights. The present 
supply of the water used at the Spreckels- 
ville plantation cannot be used much longer, 
the lease having almost expired, and unless 
the new plan can be carried out, there is 
likely to be trouble for the plantation. 

There is now a good prospect of a settle- 
ment of the trouble of the Kona Sugar Co. 
Judge Humphreys ordered the plantation 
sold to pay the receiver's fee, but now the 
parties have come forward and agreed to 
pay this themselves, and have raised the 
money required to float the plantation. 8. M. 
Damon is, it is said, back of the deal, and 
the suit will oe dismissed to-day, and the 
receiver discharged. Damon will then oper- 
ate the plantation under an agreement with 
all the creditors and bondholders. It was 
thought that Humphreys had ruined the 
plantation by his refusal to consent to the 
wishes of the creditors, but it is said now, 
that the present crop can be taken off with- 
out loss, and this will be done immediately. 

The Honolulu Plantation Company suit 
with the United States over the price of 
sugar lands taken by the government for 
the Pearl Harbor naval station, will be set- 
tled out of court, an agreement having been 
reached, which, however, must first be ap- 
proved by the Secretary of War. 

The local stock market has been exceed- * 
ingly quiet for some time, and but few sales 
of sugar stocK have been recorded for weeks. 
Those stocks which have been traded In 
show, however, slight advances, which indi- 
cate the strengthening tone of the market. 
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It appears that the people are waiting for the 
conclusion of the sugar bounty treaties and 
the settlement of the Cuban question. 

The general situation is better and money 
is much easier, and when these matters are 
finally disposed of, some lively trading in 
sugar stocks is anticipated. 

Governor Dole leaves on the Sierra for 
Washington to-day at the suq^mons of the 
President. His friends confidently expect 
a vindication of his policy here, and his ene- 
mies are very much disheartened at the re- 
fusal of Roosevelt to remove Dole before he 
had been given an opportunity to be heard 
in his own defense. Kara. 



Cuban Data. 

Some useful and reliable information re- 
garding the true state of aftairs among the 
sugar and tobacco planters is furnished to 
the American Economist by a well-kn6wn 
financier of New York City, as the result of 
an eight weeks' tour of inspection through- 
out the island west of and including Santa 
Clara. This trip was made without any ref- 
erence whatever to the question of tariff con- 
cessions. It was a tour of inspection having 
neither sentiment nor politics for its mo- 
tive. For the past twelve or fifteen years 
this gentleman has represented a number of 
English and American companies engaged 
in lending money upon real estate security 
in the United States, and was very familiar 
with the business In this country. These 
companies contemplated engaging in the 
same business in Cuba, and the object of 
his trip was to ascertain the conditions there 
and the possibility of a safe and desirable 
business on these lines. He was compelled- 
to report unfavorably, both covering the to- 
bacco and sugar districts, and the reasons 
of the unfavorable report have some possible 
bearing upon the present tariff question. 

In the sugar district around Matanzas, 
Cardenas, Santa Clara, Cienfuegos, Havana 
and other important points, he found that 
probably five-sixths of the cultivated land 
was owned by big grinding mills, called 
centrals, and that the remainder was owned 
or occupied by small farmers, sometimes 
renters, called colonos. A sugar mill is a 
very costly affair, and the capital Invested 
in these centrals, including the land, runs 
from $50,000 to upward of $500,000, the prob- 
able average being about $150,000 to $^00,000. 
In nearly every instance the property of 
these centrals was heavily mortgaged, so 
heavily that he deemed a loan upon them 
very uncertain and unsatisfactory security. 
The lands of the colonos were almost invaria- 
bly mortgaged, and likewise for so large a 
sum that but little, if any, margin was left. 
This gentleman's clients always preferred 
small loans on small farms in the United 
States, and desired an investment of that 
kind in Cuba. These colonos are generally 
quite Ignorant people, of extremely small 
means, and invariably in debt to the big 
centrals. He found that almost without ex- 



ception the sugar crop was mortgaged by 
the colonos to the centrals, or to the sugar 
brokers in the larger cities, at the very com- 
mencement' of the cultivating season, and 
that the lenders "supplied" the colonos dur- 
ing the season, much the same as is done in 
the Southern States with the small cotton 
planter. The sugar crop of the colono is re- 
quired by the lender to be delivered to him 
as soon as it is ready to cut, which is about 
the first of December. This is required not 
only as a matter of safety, but that the lend- 
er may get the return of his funds as soon 
as possible. And he found the fact to be 
that with very rare exceptions the colono 
delivered his cane early in December, had 
a settlement of account with the lender, and 
very often found very little or nothing to 
his credit, but received whatever balance, if 
any there was. This left the colono without 
means to produce his next crop, and often 
without sufficient means to carry him on 
even to the time of cultivation, so that from 
the time cultivation began, in March or 
April, If not before, he had executed a new 
mortgage upon his forthcoming crop for 
like purposes. 

It is the practice of the centrals or big 
sugar mills to deliver either the sugar or 
the price of the sugar at that time to the 
colono. Invariably the colono takes the 
price rather than the sugar, which he has no 
means of handling. The cane raised upon 
the lands of the big centrals Is ground later. 

By the Urst of December the sugar begins 
to pile up in the centrals and in the store- 
houses at Matanzas, Cardenas, Havana and 
Cienfuegos, and in a^ short time It is piled 
up to the roofs of the buildings, and immense 
quantities are on hand. At the time he was 
there. In March and April, these storehouses 
were filled to overfiowlng, and no cane was 
standing to be cut The result was that a 
mortgage company could get but little land 
on which to make mortgage loans, except 
large tracts belonging to the centrals. In 
his judgment the centrals were not desira- 
ble security for the amounts they were al- 
ready mortgaged for. The property of the 
colonos bearing such a small percentage to 
the cultivated real estate, and being already 
too heavily mortgaged, and the crops being 
sold in advance in the manner stated, there 
seemed no business possible for a mortgage 
company worth consideration. 



riauritius. 



(The Home of Paul and Virginia.) 
The Island of Mauritius, which is ably 
governed by Sir Charles Bruce, a former 
government secretary of this colony, ap- 
pears to be, in most respects, in a very 
fiourishing condition. This we learn from 
Sir Charles' report to the Colonial Office 
for the year 1900. In the first place, the 
public revenue In that year largely exceed- 
ed the expenditure, the revenue being 9,- 
180,000 rupees as against an expenditure of 
8,570,000 rupees, although some taxes that 
had previously been imposed were abolished. 
This satisfactory financial result was largely 
due to the great prosperity of the sugar 
industry, which itself seems to have been 



the result of favorable seasons and a cor- 
respond ingly heavy crop. The following 
figures of the export of sugar from Mauri- 
tius for the last four years show the progress 
made by the colony: 

1897 1898 1899 1900 

Tons Tons Tons Tons 
138,000 154,500 165,000 175,000 " 
During the same period the declared 
value of the sugar exported rose from 22,- 
000,000 to nearly 29,000,000 rupees. The 
increased export naturally led to a general 
improvement in the economic condition of 
the island, with a larfeer circulation of 
money throughout the Island, and a con- 
siderable increase in the Imports. "These 
figures," says The Statesman (Calcutta), 
"will be scanned with special interest in 
Calcutta, because so much of the prosperity 
depends, not only on the Indian market for 
her sugar, but also on the industry of the 
Indian population settled on the island.'^ 
Mauritius, it seems, has undergone and is 
undergoing a great industrial change, and 
the remarks which our Indian contempo- 
rary makes thereanent are of peculiar In- 
terest to the people of this colony. The 
Statesman says: 

"Mauritius, which ' was once a colony of 
Frenchmen, is now rapidly becoming a 
colony of British Indians. The old estates 
owned by the French planters have been 
or are being broKen up and parcelled out 
Into small holdings, which are cultivated 
by Indian peasant farmers after they have 
served out their indentures as laborers. The 
racial change thus effected Is so marked that 
the governor urges that the time has come 
when the Creole population of French de- 
scent would do well to seek a home In a 
climate more suitable to the development 
of the energies of persons of European 
origin. He points out that the Creoles — us- 
ing that word in its accurate sense, as de- 
noting persons of European descent born in 
the Island, are disinclined for field labor* 
and that many of them are in consequence 
almost starving. The truth is that the clim- 
ate of Mauritius Is fatal to the European 
who has to work with his hands. In the 
first generation, buoyed up by the stock of 
energy that he has brought with him from 
a colder climate, he may be able to face the 
enervating results of tropical, or semi-tropi- 
cal, surroundings. But in the second and 
third generations his energies flag, and he 
driftfe into the condition of a "mean white.'* 
This Is an aspect of the effect of tropical 
life upon Europeans that has been entirely 
overlooked by the hasty legislators of the 
Australian Commonwealth, who want to ex- 
clude all colored races from the whole of 
that great continent They point to the 
fact that a number of white farmers are 
now culti^'ating their own cane land and 
doing the work in the fields With their own 
hands, aided possibly by the surreptitious 
assistance of the aboriginal blacks. But 
where will these white farmers, or their de- 
scendants, be fifty years hence? It is safe 
to prophesy that the majority of them will 
be shiftless Individuals, incapable of doing 
a hard uay's work and Insolently insisting 
upon their pride of race, though they them- 
selves will have inherited but a small por- 
tion of the qualities which have made that 
race great. There Is, In fact, a fatal law of 
climate against which men fight in vain. 
One can, of course, respect the courage of 
Individuals who will battle with such a 
constant enemy as climate may prove to 
be; but one cannot respect the Intelligence 
of legislators who imagine that it is within 
their power, by acts of Parliament, to 
neutralize this persistent force of Nature."— 
Demerara Argosy. 
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BBBT SUGAR. 

The American Beet Sugar Crop of 
1901-1902. 

Messrs. Willett & Gray, the sugar sta- 
tisticians, have compiled an interesting 
table s-howing the production of beet su- 
gar in the United States by states, and 
we reproduce their table below, giving 
the results in long tons. It will be no- 
ticed that yield in sugar is about 10^ 
per cent of the weight of the beets, Ohio 
leading with a yield of I2j4 per cent, 
which we should t^iink is an error, Col- 
orado, California and Utah following 
with yiekis of about 11 per cent and 
Michigan of about ioj4 per cent. The 
American beet sugar industry certainly 
seems to be a promising one. 

The report in long tons is as follows : 
Eeets Sugar. 
Received. Produced. 

States— Tons. Tons. 

New York 42.354 4,04^ 

Wisconsin 25.000 2,589 

Ohio 25,000 3,126 

Michigan 442,082 46,692 

Minnesota 24,107 2,455 

Nebraska b2,040 6,660 

Colorado ♦ . . . 'l6i,842 19,977 

Utah 11 /.260 12,748 

Oregon 12,500 1,250 

Washington 8,929 857 

California 580,843 62,723 

Total 1,521,957 163,126 



Oxnard, Cal. 

Chino, Cal., March 28, 1902. 
On his return from Compton on Monday 
Manager Schroeder of the sugar factory an- 
nounced that 10,100 acres are now under 
contract for beets for the Chlno factory. This 
is a larger acreage than ever before con- 
tracted to be planted, and Mr. Schroeder says 
that he believes that not only will practi- 
cally every acre of this be planted, but that 
a considerable more acreage will yet be con- 
tracted. He thinks the acreage will amount 
to about 10,500. This can mean but one 
thing, with the present growing conditions 
and the prospects of a continuation of them 
—that we will have from 100,000 to 120,000 
tons of beets to work up at the Chino fac- 
tory, and a campaign lasting from 125 to 150 
days. 

Planting is now proceeding rapidly afthe 
rate of 1,500 to 1,800 acres per week. There 
are now 5,000 acres planted, the planting 
being fully up to date. 

Thinning is going on in the Los Angeles 
and Orange county districts, and will com- 
mence in Chino in a few days. The stand 
is generally good and the plants growing 
thriftily. 

The sugar company is tile draining an ex- 
perimental acre of the moist land here, using 
three-Inch tile. The probability is that ex- 
cellent results wiir attend this test if the 
effects of tile drainage in the Eastern States 
is any criterion. 

Certainly the prospects for the coming 



crop could not be better than they are at 
the present date. There are, of course, yet 
contingencies, such as the work of insects, 
blight, etc., to be passed, but the growing 
conditions are so favorable that the chances 
are good for the young plants to outdistance 
their enemies in a short time. 

Since the foregoing was put in type the 
company has given notice that its factory 
capacity is practically contracted, and no 
further contracts will be made except as 
stated in its notice in another column of 
this paper. — Champion. 



Beet Sus^ar Notes. 

Messrs. W. C. and W. V. Penoyer, of Bay 
City, Mich., have signed contracts with the 
citizens of Ft. Collins, Colo., to put up a 
$600,000 lactory there. The citizens of Ft. 
Collins have subscribed $200,000 of the stock 
and the rest has been placed in the East. 
The farmers have agreed to raise 5,000 acres 
of beets in 1903. 



The Greeley Sugar Company will build a 
beet dump at Ft. Lupton, Colo., as soon as 
500 acres of beets are contracted for. 



The sugar factory at Grand Junction, Col., 
may not operate next season, as very little 
acreage has been secured-. 



Loveland, Colo., will have 150 German 
families * from Nebraska to work in the 
beet fields. 



The Colorado Southern Rauway will prob- 
ably put in a branch north of Ft. Collins, and 
through the sugar beet region. 



During tne past year the American Beet 
Sugar Company has put in a number of im- 
provements at Rocky Ford, among which are 
noted 16^ miles of mam ditch and 20 miles 
of laterals; eight miles of open drain ditch; 
A% miles tile drainage; l.bOO feet large sew- 
er pipe drain and 22 miles of roadway, 40 
feet wide. This year the company proposes 
raising more beets under its direct control 
than last year and will have fewer tenants 
on its lanos. 



The factory at Logan, Utah, will be thor- 
oughly overhauled and placed in good order. 
About 50,000 tons of beets have already been 
contracted for. 



An enthusiastic meeting of farmers and 
business men was held at Blackfoot, Idaho, 
on March 1, and an organization for the pur- 
pose of securing a sugar factory was effected. 



The Cache County, Utah, crop of beets for 
next season is estimated at 55,000 tons. 



Messrs. T. R. Cutler, Jr., B. R. Smoot and 
M. L. Webb, of Utah, have gone to Waverly, 
Washington, to take charge of Mr. Corbin's 
beet sugar factory and put it on a paying 
basis. 



will build 20 flat boats to handle its beet 
crop. . 

Mr. S. J. Williams, the managing dlrec^ 
tor of the Ontario Sugar. Company, has re- 
ported that his company has signed a con- 
tract with Messrs. E. H. Dyer & Co., of 
Cleveland, Ohio, for the building by the 
latter company of a beet sugar factory near 
Bridgeport, the factory to be ready for oper- 
ation by Oct. 10. 



Sugar Machinery. 

The Krajewski-Pesant Company, whose of- 
fices are in the Hudson Building, 32* Broad- 
way, report recent receipt of a number of 
contracts for sugar machinery, to be shipped 
to the Hawaiian Islands, Porto Rico and 
Mexico. Three large crushers have been 
requisitioned for by the Hana and Pahala 
plantations, Hawaiian Islands. Two crush- 
ers have been ordered for the Central Guan- 
ica, Porto IJico. A three-roller cane mill, to- 
gether with gearing and a slide valve en- 
gine, is to be forwarded to tne Hacienda San 
Vicente, Porto Rico, owned by Rubert Her- 
manos, and a crusher, with gearing, is to be 
shipped to the Hacienda Rascon, Mexico, the 
proprietor of which is Dr. George Lee. These 
equipments, which are to be manufactured 
at the Erie Basin Iron Works, are said to be 
valued at over $65,000. — N. T. Journal Com- 
m erce. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported specially for the Louisiana 
Pt.anter by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys at 
law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 696,800, granted April 1, 1902, 
to Alexander Classen, Aachen, Germany, pro- 
cess of converting cellulose into sugar. 

Patent No. 696,686. granted to Joseph M. 
Lyons, Evanston, Illinois, mold for molding 
maple sugar. 



Trade Notes. 



The Wallaceburg, Canada, sugar factory 



H. TV. Johns-Manvillc Co. — The largest or- 
der for pipe covering ever placed has been 
secured by the H. W. Johns-Manville Co. from 
the Pacific Oil Co. (which is practically the 
Standard Oil Co.), who will lay about 280 
miles of eight-inch pipe from Bakersfield to 
Point Richmond, on San Francisco Bay, to 
convey their oil to the coast. As the grade 
is very slight, pumping stations are neces- 
sary along the line. On account of the heavy 
nature of the oil it must be heated to a cer- 
tain temperature before it can be pumped, 
and to maintain this temperature of the oil 
in the pipes between the pumping stations a 
non-conducting covering is necessary, and 
the H. W. Johns-Manville Co. are to supply 
the 280 miles of covering for this purpose, 
which when ready for shipment to Califor- 
nia, will fill 200 cars. 

The immense facilities of the H. W. Johns- 
Manville Co., at both their New York and 
Milwaukee factories make it possible for 
them to successfully handle an order of this 
magnitude, and a number ot miles of the cov- 
ering were in transit to Bakersfield within a 
few days after the order was received. 
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Fuel Oil For Bagasse Furnaces. 

(A paper by Mr. Jambs Fisher, read before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' ABSOdatiOD, April 10, 
1902.) 

The subjecjt of burning bagasse in con- 
nection with fuel oil is indeed an interest- 
ing one. At present, It is of vital import- 
ance to our sugar planters. Bagasse gener- 
ates a certain proportion of the steam neces- 
sary for operating the sugar house. The 
question arises whether it is more economi- 
cal to bum bagasse in connection with fuel 
oil, or to burn eacx* in separate furnaces. In 
the following paper, I shall, from practical 
experience of last season, when I superin- 
tended the erection and operation of the 
boiler plant of a large sugar house, operated 
exclusively with oil and bagasse, no pro- 
vision having been made for any other fuel, 
endeavor to snow why it is more economical 
to bum the oil in connection with the ba- 
gasse. 

There was a radical departure from the 
Louisiana method of constructing the sugar 
house boiler plant at Lakeside, Texas. All 
the boilers were erected with distributing 
bagasse furnaces, feeding bagasse directly 
under them. Two boilers were placed in 
each battery, and the plant consisted of 
twelve return tubular boilers of 110 h. p. 
each. As before mentioned, the plant de- 
pended entirely on bagasse and oil for steam, 
as neither wood nor coa* nad been provided 
for. Oil was used when the mills were 
stopped, and bagasse and oil together when 
they were running. The oil was burned 
directly among the scattered bagasse thrown 
from the seatterers. As the finer bagasse 
ignited in suspension, it assisted the oil in 
combustion with vue hot fire from the burn- 
ing bagasse, which covered the entire grate 
surface, common with tnis distributing type 
of bagasse burner. When there was not 
sufficient bagasse for all the burners, we 
found it more economical to bum oil and 
bagasse together, than oil alone, which wet 
could do by using enough bagasse for a 
certain number of boilers, and the balance 
with oil. Abundance of steam was furnished 
to run the house^ at all times, and the boiler 
plant ran without Interruption, being a com- 
plete success in every respect. There was 
no smoKe from the stacks when burning the 
two fuels together, and the labor used was 
trifling for operating the boiler plant. The 
consumption of oil taken for two tests, was 
less than seventy barrels of oil for eight 
hundred tons of cane when grinding for 
twenty-four hours. 

My exi>erlence at Lakeside was that it is 
the proper method for getting the most satis- 
factory results from bagasse and oil from 
an ^onomlcal standpoint. 

The oil burners were located properly in 
the furnaces, and accomplished very satis- 
factory work. They were placed so as to 
come directly in contact with the bagasse, 
and not to throw the flame over the ba- 
gasse or around it as was done in many 



cases elsewhere. Several engineers of well- 
known ability stated that it Is impossible to 
burn bagasse and oil with the hopper sys- 
tem economically, as the accumulated piles 
of bagasse smother the flames, and prevent 
the oil burners from Igniting. 

Proflting by my experience at Lakeside fac- 
tory, where I spent nearly the whole winter, 
watching results from this new method of 
burning oil and bagasse together, I would 
without hesitancy, as a practical and me- 
chanical sugar house engineer, recommend 
its adoption from an economical standpoint. 
Great credit is due the St. Louis people, own- 
ers of the Lakeside sugar factory, and their 
efficient superintendent, Mr. C. T. Raynor. 
for their unswerving confidence in the suc- 
cess of this new method of combined fuel 
oil and bagasse fumaces, and for relying on 
these fuels for operating their large plant, 
the operation of which was more than satis- 
factory. 

I have made numerous experiments at the 
Shapespeare Iron Works with an oil burner 
of my own aesign, constructed on different 
lines from all others. Our regular consump- 
tion of coal is ten barrels per day. 

We find c^iis new oil burner a very eco- 
nomical one, a& wiui it we use only about 
three barrels of oil per day. 



A Queensland Motor Cane-Cutter. 

In view of the report received from Bun- 
daberg and published in our last Issue, to 
the eftect that a newly-Invented cane-cutter 
had been successfully tried on the Qunaba 
plantation, Inquiries have since been made 
for some further particulars. It appears that 
the Inventor Is Mr. J. A. Smith, a young man 
already well knoyrn in the cycling world, a 
member of the flrm of James Smith & Sons, 
of this city. It seems that his attention was 
flrst attracted to the problem by seeing in 
one of our leading foundries a colossal piece 
of machinery which lay unfinished in an out 
of the way part of the yard. The attendant, 
a fully qualified engineer, in reply to a word 
of inquiry from Mr. Smith, explained that 
this contrivance was an abandoned sugar 
cane harvester, which had been forsaken by 
its patentee for two prime reasons: 1. Undue 
cost of machine. 2. Its unwieldlness. Mr. 
Smith hereupon gave it as his opinion that 
owing to the undulating nature of the culti- 
vations and the varying heights of the su- 
gar canes, It would be quite Impossible to 
cut and top the sugar crops '*en masse," af- 
ter the fashion of a reaper and binder at 
work on a field of wheat. He accordingly 
set to work upon a machine of quite a dif- 
ferent type, and has apparently succeeded. 
Thus, through some other man's plucky 
though unsuccessful attempt was a train of 
thought set in motion, which has developed 
into a labor-saving appliance which may yet 
revolutionize an important industry. This 
machine will be known to the world at large 
as "The Smith Premier Cane-cutter and 
Topper." 



The following are some of its claims to 
merit: 1. The operator, who requires no 
special skill, will not have to stoop to work 
the machine, thus his energies may be con- 
tinued without any wearing strain or after 
effect. 2. The machine will cut fallen or 
standing cane below the soil, if necessary, 
thus preventing any tendency towards loss 
of crop, through the short cutting of sticks; 
while the expense of cleaning, trimming, and 
hoeing the stools after the cane has been tak- 
en off will in a great measure be eliminated 
from the farmer's calculations. 3. The 
motive power is such as to offer no danger 
of fire, as the fiying sparks of a steam engine 
would do. 4. Portability is one of its spe- 
cial features, as it requires no heavy para- 
phernalia on the field, being of such propor- 
tions as to be easily operated from a plough- 
furrow, and drawn by one horse. 5. Dura- 
bility, Interchangeabllity, and simplicity. 
The cutters may be removed and resharp^ 
ened or exchanged on the field by a novice 
without having recourse to the workshop. 
6. A rapidly revolving fan throws a forced 
draught of air right on to the workers. 7. 
Where the electric system is chosen as the 
motive power, incandescent lamps or arc 
lights will permit of two or three shifts of 
men being kept constantly at work— thus the 
mill will be well supplied and have littJe or 
no Idle time during the sugar season, as here- 
tofore. 8. The machine may be of the one. 
two, three, or four cutter variety; or may 
have cutting and topping knives mounted on 
one carriage. A model cutter, electrically 
driven, of the first type, working one knife 
or saw, at a preliminary public trial held 
at Qunaba plantation, Bundaberg, cut three 
stools of stand-over cane, containing twenty- 
two sticks, in ten seconds. Taking the ave- 
age weight of each stick as 6 pounds, which 
Is within rather than over the mark, the re- 
sult gives 15% tons per hour, or 945 tons per 
week of sixty hours. Bearing in mind that 
a heavier design of machine would mount a 
number of cutters, and allowing for two or 
three shifts of workmen per day, trained to 
skilfully work the same, the results 
attained would be proportionately greater. 9. 
The topping device cuts with precision, and 
can be fed by boys. 10. The tops of sugar 
cane sticks so treated will be passed on to the 
"crusher," which will reduce this vegeta- 
tion to chaff, and may be gathered up for 
ensilage, fodder, etc., or scattered broadcast 
over the land as a manure, thus aiding the 
cultivators to improve and enrich their pro- 
perty, while the attendant refuse of gather- 
ing the cane harvest under the old meUiods 
will be a thing of the past 

By this means a useless commodity will 
be turned into a marketable article to bal- 
ance cost of introducing the machine. The 
labor of ploughing in slowly rotting tops 
will be overcome. And besides this, the 
grubs which breed and feed on those refuse 
tops and then attack the cane roots would 
be more easily dealt with. — Queenslander. 
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Cultivation of Rice in tlie South. 

The cultivation of rice In the South in 
any extensive way has long been confined 
to certain sections of Louisiana and the Caro- 
linas where the conditions are favorable to 
growing the low-land rice, most of the cul- 
tivation being done by flooding the growing 
crops, and in this way destroying the growth 
of weeds and supplying the necessary mois- 
ture. There are many sections of Alabama 
where this method of cultivation can be suc- 
cessfully conducted, and the low-land rice 
profitably grown, but unless the fiooding can 
be done by the canal system, and by gravity 
rather than by pumping, this method must 
be attended with considerable expense. 
There are many sections of Alabama where 
this method of cultivation can be successfully 
conducted, and the low-land rice profitably 
grown, but unless the flooding can be done 
by the canal system, and by gravity rather 
than by pumping, this method must be at- 
tended with considerable expense. There 
are sections, of country south of Mobile, 
along the Bay Shore Railway, a part of the 
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, where the lay of 
the grouna Is such that by constructing ca- 
nals and surrounding the cultivated land 
with embankments, the land could be flooded 
at the proper times and the low-land rice 
successfully grown. These lands are known 
as "pine flats," and would require before be- 
ing cultivated, a system of drainage, and to 
be carefully broken up and prepared for the 
crop. This soil as a rule has a considerable 
amount of vegetable matter in it, and will 
hold moisture well. These lands at present 
can be purchased at prices ranging from 
12.50 to $5 per acre. There are a number of 
streams from which the necessary supply of 
water can be obtained, and the railroad facil- 
ities for transportation are excellent. 

On the Southern Railway north of Mobile, 
between the Chickasitbogue Creek, or Cleve- 
land Station on the south, and Mcintosh 
Bluff on the north, there are a great many 
large tracts which would be admirably adapt- 
ed to growing either the low-land or the up- 
land rice. Up-land rice, which is very simi- 
lar to the Japanese varieties, is probably the 
best to grow here. The* grain is larger than 
that of the low-land rice, its productiveness 
is even greater, and it flnds a better sale in 
the market when properly milled or pre- 
pared. The section of country on the South- 
em Railway lying on the flrst plateau above 
the valley of the Alabama and Tombigbee 
rivers, is well watered by numerous streams, 
from which at slight cost tne necessary sup- 
ply of water could be obtained at all seasons 
of the year for irrigating purposes if de- 
sired, to make the results of the rice crop 
absolutely sure by being prepared to supply 
the necessary moisture during the dry sea- 
sons, by irrigation. This would be a pump- 
ing proposition, but the expenses of thus sup- 
plying the water might be greatly reduced 
by arranging for reservoirs at such an ele- 
vation above the land cultivated in rice, as 



to permit of irrigation by gravity, it being 
only necessary to keep the reservoirs sup- 
plied at certain intervals. 

The lands suitable for this purpose can 
be obtained in the territory mentioned, and 
immediately along the line of railroad where 
transportation facilities would be unexcelled 
at a cost of about $2.50 per acre. 

Rice can be grown continuously on the 
same land, a very small amount of fertilizer 
per acre being required to produce profitable 
cropg. The up-land variety should be planted 
in drills, about three feet from center to 
center, so as to be cultivated with a one- 
horse cultivator. About three plowings or 
cultivations with the cultivator and two hoe- 
ings will make the crop. Rice should be 
planted as early in the spring as possible, to 
avoid the late frosts, or in other words, the 
latter part of March or flrst of April. 

On most of the Alabama pine lands an 
application of from 300 to 500 pounds of 
cottonseed meal would produce a full crop 
in average seasons. This fertilizer supplies 
principally ammonia, the crop obtaining the 
other necessary plant foods from the soil. 

Thorough preparation of the soil and prop- 
er sub-drainage are necessary to insure suc- 
cess. The upland variety of rice has been 
grown throughout the pine belt for a great 
many years in a small way, and it is only 
of late years that machinery has been con- 
structed that successfully cleans and pre- 
pares this rice for market, and is within 
reach in price of small farmers or commu- 
nities. 

Land which has been utilized in the pro- 
duction of rice could be planted in sugar 
cane, should there be an overproduction of 
rice and consequent decrease in the market 
price. The facilities for irrigation required 
in successful rice culture would make the 
growing of cane also a certain and profltable 
enterprise. 

There are over 1,000 acres of land located 
on the Southern Hallway between Billboe's 
and Bate's'' creeks, in Washington county, 
Alabama, and between Calvert and Malcolm 
stations. Nearly all of this* land is adapted 
to the growing of rice, and the two streams 
mentioned would furnish all the water nec- 
essary for irrigation purposes. The price 
of this land would be $2.50 per acre. It is 
immediately on the line of the railroad. 

The yield of rice ranges anywhere from 
thirty bushels per acre to as much as one 
hundred bushels per acre, according to the 
character of the land, cultivation and season. 
Up-land rice is considered the most certain 
crop that can be planted in this section of 
country. — Bouthern Field. 



A Question of Percentage. 

From an unexpected source comes con- 
flrmation of the statement that the princi- 
pal beneflclary — practically the only benefi- 
ciary — of tarifC reduction on Cuban sugar 
will be the Sugar Trust General Wood has 
Just arrived in Washington. His mission i& 



to persuade Congress that 20 per cent is not 
a sufficient reduction of the tariff. He urges 
that it should be At least 331-3 per cent; 
preferably 50 per cent. As Governor of Cu- 
ba under the United States' occupation, his 
views are expected to carry weight with our 
National legislators, though it does not clear- 
ly appear that strenuous activity as a lobby- 
ist is a normal or a necessary part of his 
gubernatorial functions. Be that as it may. 
Governor Wood has rushed post haste to 
Washington for no other ostensible purpose 
than that of importuning Congress for leg- 
islation in behalf of the Sugar Trust. For 
that is precisely what it amounts to, whether ' 
Governor Wood knows it or not If he does 
not know it, his mind is curiously oblivious 
to facts that are perfectly patent to other 
people. 

In the Washington correspondence of the 
New York Herald of March 23 Governor 
Wood is quoted as saying: 

There are 450,000 tons of sugar now in 
storage waiting to be exported to the United 
States as soon as the tariff reduction goes 
into effect. At Cardenas all the warehouses 
are filled with sugar, and tons of it lie along 
the streets. All this sugar will be sent to 
the United Staites immediately after the tar- 
iff reduction goes into effect. It may cause 
a glut in the market, and the price of the 
commodity will fall so low that the advan- 
tage obtained by the tariff reduction will 
count for nothing. This is one of the serious 
questions confronting the sugar planter and 
exporter. It should be considered in Wash- 
ington, and is another reason why the re- 
duction should be greater than that deter- 
mined upon by the House caucus. 

Who owns this 450,000 tons of sugar that 
is being held in Cuba for tariff reduction? 
Governor Wood is careful enough to omit 
any statement on this point. It would have 
been very much to the purpose if he could 
have truthfully stated that the bulk of it, 
or any consioerable part, la still in the hands 
of the planters, the men for whom relief is 
solicited. But that would not be the truth, 
an'd Governor Wood knows It Probably not 
a pound of it is now owned by original pro- 
ducers. The Sugar Trust owns the biilk of 
it and the Spanish Bank owns the balance. 
The chances are that the two concerns are 
operating together on an agreed basis. So 
they may as well be considered as one con- 
cern. 

How much is there In it for the Sugar 
Trust if Congress can be persuaded to assas- 
sinate the domestic cane and beet sugar in- 
dustries. At $70 per ton, duty paid, the 450,- 
000 tons represent a value of $31,500,000. 
Take oft 20 per cent and the Trust pockets 
about $2,916,000. Make the tariff reduction 
50 per cent and the Trust's net gains from 
the transaction amount to about $7,290,000. 
With the tariff entirely removed, Mr. Have- 
meyer's corporation would experience "re- 
lief" to the amount of $14,580,000. 

That is the exact truth about the Cuban 
sympathy proposition. It is a question of 
percentage whether the Sugar Trust receives 
$2,916,000 or $14,580,000 out of the United 
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States Treasury. Nobody knows this better 
than the sugar growers of the United States. 
What are they going to think about it? What 
are they going to do about it to the political 
party responsible for a blunder so atrocious, 
an injustice so flagrant?— J.merican Econo- 
mist, 



The Abundance of Sugar. 

The plenteousness of sugar seems to be 
more than ever assured. In Germany es^ 
peclally the article is being raised in pro- 
digious quanUties. Mr. Licht, a leading au- 
thority on the subject, in his latest estimate 
of the total Continental crops of the coming 
season, besides putting on increases for 
other places, adds another 25,000 tons to 
the amount reckoned for that state alone a 
month ago, making it now 2,295,000 tons, as 
contrasted with 1,979,100 tons in 1900-01 and 
1,798,600 tons in 1899-1900. With this addi- 
tion to an outturn already bloated to an un- 
precedented extent, the aggregate quantity 
of beet sugar expected to be produced in 
1901-02 reaches 6,825,000 tons, made up as 
follows: 

1901-02. 1900-01. 1899-00. 
Licht Yield. Yield. 

Germany 2.295,000 1,979,100 1,798.600 

Austria 1,320,000 1.094,000 1,108.000 

France 1,200,000 1.170.300 978.000 

Russia 1.060,000 920.000 910,000 

Belgium 350,000 340,000 304.000 

Holland 200,000 178,100 171,000 

Other places . . 400,000 387.500 254,000 

Totals ...6.825,000 6,069,000 5,523,600 
The most casual observer cannot fail to be 
struck with the unbounded rapidity with 
which the beet crops on the Continent have 
grown within the last few years, the fore- 
going figures being more convincing than 
the "official" siatistics, that are, to suit the 
occasion, often manipulated. At the above 
random rate it wAU soon become a question 
of when and where the production, border- 
ing upon recklessness, is to stop. It does 
not require much information to know that 
home consumption in the United Kingdom 
has hot in recent years advanced at any- 
thing like such an accelerated pace as that 
denoted above, and when it is borne In mind 
that there are likewise substantial increases 
of cane sorts in tropical countries, the con- 
viction is overwhelming that there is vastly 
more sugar in the world, on hand' and to 
come, than is necessary to satisfy the most 
exaggerated wants of consumers for the 
next 12 or 18 months. The position of sugar 
as regards superabundant supplies has 
therefore arrived at an acute stage. — London 
Telegraph. 

Sugar Cultivation in Britsih Quiana. 

Being aware that through the want of 
sufficient humus, the most of sugar estates 
in the colony suffer materially and that, in 
my humble opinion, a too high value is put 
on ammonia as a fertilizer for the cane field, 
I would ask you to publish the following ex- 
tracts from a lecture published in the Natal 
Almanack of 1884: 



"To enable us to form some Idea of the 
importance of carbon in vegetable structure 
and composition, I may mention that wood 
contains 8 atoms of oxygen, 12 atoms of car- 
bon and 8 atoms of .hydrogen; sugar, 12 
atoms of oxygen, 12 atoms of carbon, 12 
atoms of hydrogen; starch, 10 atoms of oxy- 
gen, 12 atoms of carbon, 10 atoms of hydro- 
gen; and in other vegetable composltons 
carbon holds a leading position, constituting 
about one-half of their substance. 

"Liebig speaks of carbon In the following 
terms: Ck)mmon wood charcoal, by, virtue 
merely of its ordinary well-known proi>er^ 
ties, can completely replace vegetable mould 
or humus. • • • • Plants thrive in pow- 
dered charcoal, and may be brought to blos- 
som and bear fruit, if exposed to the Influr 
ence of the rain and the atmosphere, the 
charcoal may be previously heated to red- 
ness. Charcoal is the most indifferent and 
most unchangeable substance known; it may 
be kept for centuries without change, and 
is therefore not subject to decomposlton. 
The only substance it can yield to plants are 
some salts which it contains, among which 
is silicate of potash. It is known, however, 
to possess the power of condensing gases 
within its pores, and particularly carbonic 
acid. And it is by virtue of this power that 
the roots of plants are supplied in charcoal 
exactly as in humus, with an atmosphere of 
carbonic acid and air, which is renewed as 
quickly as it is abstracted. In charcoal pow- 
der which had been used for this purpose by 
Lucas for several years, Buchner found a 
brown substance soluble in alkalies. This 
substance was evidently due to the secretions 
from the roots of the plants which grew 
in it" 

According, therefore, to the authority of 
this leading agricultural chemist, charcoal is 
proved to be a highly valuable substance ab 
manure and may with great advantage &nd 
benefit be used by sugar planters and others 
for their crops. It will be worth while to ex- 
periment with this substance as a manure 
also because it may open a wide field for 
enterprise in burning charcoal, at any rate to 
a far greater extent than now. Employment 
will be given to a greater number of labor- 
ers and other persons, and it would increase 
the revenue of the colony. Measures, how- 
ever, should be adopted to prevent the use of 
trees which have not reached full maturity, 
and those trees that have been used should 
be replaced by young plants, as otherwise 
our forests would be denuded. 

"In estimating the value of manures, the 
percentage oi ammonia they contain deter- 
mines wheir market price, that constituent 
stimulating growth more than any other, 
and prized accordingly. Sugar cane proves 
no exception to its stimulating effects; it 
forces up a strong vigorous growth with its 
deep green leaf so much admired by agri- 
culturists, but producing in the mill most 
disappointing results. Molasses there are in 
abundance but not the return of sugar such 
splendid cane gave promise of; hence any 



manure rich in ammonia is unfit for sugar 
cane cultivation, and we will now inquire 
why it is so. 

^'Ammonia is composed of three atoms of 
hydrogen and one atom of nitrogen. If the 
quantity of the latter presented to the plant 
be sufficient only to induce a desirable ac- 
tivity in the organs of assimilation, the car- 
bon assimilated, finding no nitrogen with 
which to combine, will be deposited in the 
cells in the form of sugar, but if nitrogen 
is in excess of the requirements of the plant 
for the organs of assimilation it is taken 
up by the carbon, with which it combines, 
forming new substances such as albumen, 
gluten, mucilage, wood, etc., instead of su- 
gar. Now, every planter knows from ex- 
perience how active gluten albumen, and 
mucilage are in the battery in the produ& 
tion of glucose or treacle, which when once 
formed is incapable of being brought back 
into the crystallized state, and should, there- 
fore, avoid all substances rich in ammonia, 
more especially guano, which contains, ac- 
cording to an analysis by Dr. Ure. from 
eight to seventeen per cent.. 

"Where ^ manure is known to be rich In 
ammonia, the application of a little lime will 
liberate it and render it fitting cane food. 

"I will now mention a few of the manures 
suitable for cane, viz: 

"Feculencies from mill and miii-yard 
sweepings. 

"Pen manure — If mixed with lime to dissi- 
pate the ammonia. 

"Bone manure — Bones being previously 
boiled to extract the nitrogenous matter they 
contain. 

"Marl — Where it can be obtained. 

"Burned clay— For certain land only. 

"Charcoal — On all land. 

"Gypsum, lime, sand— On certain land 
only. 

"River mud — On all land. 

"Wood ashes— Sparingly on all land that 
has been cultivated. 

"Green soiling — Ploughed in as early In 
the summer as possible. Indigo has been 
found In the West Indies to be the best 
for this purpose. 

"Cane trash — Ridged between the drills 
and applied when decomposing. 

"It being the practice to burn off the trash 
on a cane piece (N. B. what is done to a 
large extent in British Guiana), permit me 
to point out the extravagance of this mode 
of procedure, for when so burned from 90 to 
97 per cent of the elements of which it is 
composed are lost, the salts only remalnhig. 
These elements, if returned to the soil, 
should all prove powerful plant food. The 
only permissible excuse for such a practice 
is when white ants and other vermin abound 
to an injurious extent, in such case the burn- 
ing is beneficial, as causing their partial de- 
struction. 

"My remarks about ammonia must not be 
understood as applying to any other crop 
than cane, for to all others it is the most 
powerful and valuable constituent of plant 
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food that can be applied to growing crops. 

"The manures I have mentioned are not 
all suitable for indiscriminate application — 
some few will be never out of place on any 
soil, while others can only be applied wim 
advantage to special soils, whicn carefully 
conducted experiments must point out, for, 
as Liebig observes, 'Experiments are ques- 
tions put to nature, and the results of those 
experiments are her answers.' " 

In conclusion, I would make the following 
remarks— that the waste front lands of es- 
tates are admirably suitable for cotton culti- 
vation, according to the report about cotton 
cultivation in British Guiana by Dr. John 
Sheir, who was at that time (1853) the agri- 
cultural chemist of this colony. In connec 
tion with this matter it may be mentioned 
that by putting those waste lands in cotton 
won't take away any of the available labor of 
the estates, as the old men, women, children 
and invalids who cannot be usefully em- 
ployed in the cane, fields and for whom it 
.is hard to find work, can be advantageously 
used to attend cotton cultivation. Another 
advantage of putting these front lands in 
cotton is that it improves the nature of the 
soil 80 that if afterwards it may be found 
that cane cultivation pays better than that 
of cotton, these same lands can be planted up 
with cane to great advantage. — F. M. C. in 
Demerara Argosy, Jan. 3. 

Fuel of the Future. 

Among the recent exposures of the Eng- 
lish navy's inefficiency, probably the. most 
Important deals with the engineering side 
of the question. Boilers causing enormous 
waste of both coal and money have for 
some time agitated the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty. Yet they hav^ failed to profit by 
the experience of other nations and to ex- 
periment with that which bids fair to be- 
come the fuel of the future. 

After extracting the finer oils from pe- 
troleum, the remaining two-thirds have, iip 
to comparatively recently, been thrown to 
waste. Now, however, it is found that this 
residue forms the finest liquid fuel in the 
world, containing, as it does, nearly twice 
the heating power of coal. In other words, 
a ton of liquid fuel will produce as much 
steam as two tons of coal, and fills only a 
third of its space. 

Besides this, the cumbrous form of coal 
necessitates bunkers on board ship being of 
a certain shape. Were oil carried instead, 
the tanks containing it could be of any 
shape, and might even be stowed beside the 
hallast tanks in the ship's bottom. 

How it is that our Admiralty have so far 
failed to see its advantages is the more 
remarkable in view of the statements made 
hy Dr. Dvorkovitz, the editor of the Petro- 
leum Review, 

"I find, ' said the doctor, "that an average 
of o^e-fourth of the fieets of Italy, Prance 
and Russia use liquid fuel to produce their 
motive power, having discarded coal in its 
favor. To a certain extent the Dutch also 



burn it on their warships, while Germany 
is at present engaged in experimenting with 
its use. Of the latter country, however, I 
am unable to give much information, as 
their trials are being carried on with the 
greatest secrecy." 

Nor is liquid fuel merely in the experi- 
mental stage. For quite a time it has been 
used on the world's railways. Under the 
direction of Mr. Holden, most of the express 
engines on the Great Eastern Railway, and 
especially those running the fast Cromer 
service, are using petroleum instead of coal. 
It is also used to a certain extent on the 
London & Northwestern and Metropolitan 
railways. Between Paris and St. Germain, 
and between the former city and Vienna, oil 
holds the field, while the Southern Califor- 
nian Railway burns practically nothing else. 

Even South Africa has fallen a willing 
victim to the fuel of the future. The trac- 
tion engine running between Umtali and 
Salisbury has discarded wood on account 
of its scarcity and coal as being too expens- 
ive. 

In Russia oil holds absolute sway. And 
from Baku to Nishni Novgorod petroleum 
finds favor on railways and steamships alike. 
For 2,000 miles along the Volga boats ply 
from north to south propelled by means of 
oil, 01 which 8,000,000 tons are used in 
Russia alone. 

Again, a fieet of nearly forty steamers 
burning nothing but liquid fuel is ruh be- 
tween London and Borneo, a distance of 
10,000 miles, with the most satisfactory re- 
sults. This line, called the "Shell Trans- 
port & Trading Co.," brings petroleum direct 
from the oil fields of Borneo to London. 

The superiority of liquid fuel over coal 
having been proved, why have not the Ad- 
miralty taken the matter in hand, especially 
when foreign navies have so thoroughly ex- 
ploited its uses? Their first reply was that 
it would involve a complete reconstruction 
of the ships of war, which is absurd. 

The only change necessitated lies in mak- 
ing the coal bunkers oiltight and in laying 
down a few pipes. The same boiler, the same 
furnace, the salne everything may be used, 
provided a small "nozzle," introducing a mix- 
ture of steam and oil, be placed through 
the fire door. Within two, or even fewer 
hours, the ship can revert ta the use of 
coal. Provision may even be made by which 
coal and liquid fuel may be used alternately. 

No sooner had this objection been quashed 
than a second was forwarded — that in event 
of war Russia and America, the two largest 
petroleum-producing countries, could corner 
the supply of fuel. 

What would it matter if they could — 
which, by the way, they could not— when 
at a moment's notice almost we were able 
to revert to coal? In addition to our large 
war stock of coal we might also hold quanti- 
ties of liquid fuel at our chief coaling sta- 
tions, especially as the latter only occupies 
one-third of the space of the former. 

In addition, the fact still remains that 



Russia and America couild not comer the 
supply, for the oil fields of Canada, Assam, 
Burmah, Barbadoes, Newfoundland, Balu- 
chistan and botii Eastern and British North 
Borneo would always remain open to us. 

Having thus been mated in their argu- 
ments, the Admiralty forward a third ob- 
jection. The oil supply is insufficient, and 
at present more costly than coal. 

This, though perhaps the most formid- 
able of all three objections, is by no means 
insurmountable. It is true that at present 
we mine 200^00,000 tons of coal annually, 
and that we should require 100,000,000 tons 
of petroleum to replace it. It is equally 
true that we could not get more than about 
20,000,000 tons of the latter fuel at the 
present time, and taat its price is 70s .a 
ton, as against 30s a ton for coal. But as 
half a ton of petroleum is equal to one ton 
of coal, this brings the price of the former 
to within 5s of the latter. 

By the well side liquid fuel only costs 18s 
a ton, the remaining 52s being swallowed in 
transportation. Asked as to how the diQ- 
culty of price and insufficient quantity were 
to be overcome. Dr. Dvorkovitz said: 

"The oil-mining industry is only ten years 
old, which accounts for the hitherto limited 
output. But as the sources have as yet been 
hardly tapped, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that th6 resources of petroleum are 
every whit as great as are those of coal. 
For instance, the 'Shell' Company's fields 
are nearly 350 square miles in extent, most 
of which is untapped." 

That the Admiralty should take the matter 
in hand is admirably demonstrated by Sir 
Samuel Marcus, who said, in the course of 
a lecture at which Admiral Selwyn was 
present: 

"To anyone who has seen the almost in- 
human manner in which the large crew 
needed on a destroyer is berthed, in conse- 
quence of having to stoke the enormous 
boilers used upon these craft, the fact that 
under the use of liquid fuel the crews of 
these vessels can be reduced to less than 
half of those now necessary is In itself an 
argument so overwhelming that were this its 
only advantage, it should suffice to compel 
its introduction into this class of vessel by 
those in power." — London Express. 



Trade Notes. 

Peacock's Iron Works, of Selma, Ala., 
whose advertisement appears on the front 
page of this journal, write us that they are 
in the market for a small American type 
standard gauge locomotive large enough to 
pull ten logging cars of twenty tons capa- 
city on a level road, iron track, at a reasona- 
ble rate of speed. Doubtless there are some 
among our readers who can supply these 
gentlemen with what they want and they 
should be addressed at once at Selma, Ala., 
U. S. A. 



Col. G. G. Zenor, of St Mary parish, was 
registered at one of our leading hotels on 
Wednesday. 
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STOCKS. 

At four porte in the United State8 to Apr. 2. 
At four port8 of Great Britain to Mar. 29 . . . 
At Cuba, 8ii ports to Apr. 1 



.Tons 



111,477 
219,060 
871,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleaiu for the week ending 
Apr. 11, 190a. 
Sugar ' Wlola««e« 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

ReoeiTed 27 11,698 2,782 

Sold 27 13,188 2,782 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to Apr. 11. 190a. 

Hhds. "^BarrelsT Banrefi. 

ReoeiTed 3190 1,679,649 286,048 

Sold 3190 1,613,462 286,043 

ReoeiTed same time last year 5333 1^91,134 164,002 
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Japan— Quiet. 
Hondoras—Qolet. 



Japan — Good 

demand. 



Honduras— Good 
demand. 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
Apr. II, 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pots Glban. 

Received 3,926 14,175 

Sold 694 16,161 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, 1901 to Apr. ii, 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rouoh. pcrs. Clbam 

This Year 1,027,415 265,007 

Last Year 817,750 185,914 



Sugar. 

There was only a moderate amount of 
business in the local sugar market at the 
end of the week, although all oflDsrings were 

taken up. 



Molasses. 

Centrifugal molasses was quiet but steady 
at the end of the week and what came on 
tl^e market was absorbed. There was no 
open kettle molasses on the market. 



Rice. 

There were naore liberal receipts of rough 
rice towards the end of the week, but there 
was no business reported in either Honduras 
or Japan, the market continued steady. 
Clean rice was steady with a good demand 
and a fair volume of business. 



Trade Notes. 

CaHatcay-Murphy d Oompany^ the oil men 
from Beaumont, Tex., have opened a New Or- 
leans office at No. 318 Baronne street, with 
Mr. F. C. Murphy in charge and they are 
now better equipped than ever before to fur- 
nish fuel oil to sugar planters, with whom 
they are already doing a large amount of 
business. This firm is amply supplied with 
transportation facilities both by rail and 
water and they can fill contracts from our 
sugar planting friends with promptness. 



Personal. 

Hon, Henry McCall, of the Evan Hall plan- 
tation, accompanied by his son, was in the 
city during the past week. Both of these 
gentlemen attended the regular monthly 
meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

That veteran sugar planter. Major Martin 
Glynn, 01 Arbroth, La., was in the city on 
Thursday last Major Glynn is, like every- 
body else, thinking of putting in fuel oil, 
and was an interested listener at the debate 
beld by the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 



THE CUBAN 5U0AR CROP OP 1901*1902. 

Statement of Stocks and Exports to March 81, 1902, and to same date last year. 
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1,674,976 
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112,277 
16,496 
17,414 
84,482 
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1,474,186 



Tons. 



224,997 



210,698 
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29,607 
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72,598 

7,660 



706,472 



580.621 

646,^07 

697,747 

810,716 
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"2352,208 



Tons. 



100,782 



407.468 



Local consumption, 8 months. 



Stock of old crop, January 1 

Receipts to March 81 at all the ports 

NOTB— Baffs, 820 and Tons, 2,140 lbs. 
Havana, March 81, 1902. 



486,696 
10,400 

445,996 
628 

446,472 



608,240 
11,160 

619,800 
19,878 

' 499,617 



JOAQUIN GUMA-FREDERICO MEJER. 



elation at their regular monthly meeting. 

Mr. Chas. V. Moore, son of Oapt John T. 
Moore, of Terrebonne parish, was in the city 
on a yisi(^ a few days ago. Mr. Moore is one of 
the most progressive young planters in the 
state and is a close student of everything 
which pertains to the welfare of the indus- 
try. 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux of Plaquemine, La., 
was in New Orleans on Thursday last and 
attended the regular monthly meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association on 
Thursday night. 

Mr. F. A. Bonvillain, of Houma, La., was 
at the Ck>mmercial hotel during the past 
week. 



Messrs. Edward and Jules Godchaux re- 
turned during the past week from a trip to 
Cuba where they have been looking over the 
condiljons surrouncftng the sugar Industry in 
that island. From what they saw they were 
simply confirmed in their previous opini<Hi 
that the Cubans need no assistance whatever 
in the way of tariff reduction. 

Mr. O. Mary, of Brusle Landing, La., was 
at the Commercial hotel on Tuesday last. 
Mr. Mary was accompanied by his daughter. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Assumption parish, 
was at the St Charles hotel a few days ago. 
Mr. Barton is one of the largest planters in 
the state and one of the most successful 
ones. Ufi!i 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 15. 



WANTS. 



We wUI pabltah In this colaaiii» free of charge until 
fHrtber notice, the appllcstlons of all nuuiacere, orer- 
•eere, engineers and sagar-niekere, and others who 
OMy be ioeklng poaltlone In the country , and aleo the 
wants of planters desiring to employ any 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotlTe enei- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnisli tue 
very best of references. Address B. P. 0„ care 
Louisiana Planter.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — A position by a first class sogar- 
boilor and sugar house superintendent; has had 30 
years' practical experience. Address J. J. Dibob. 
No. 904 Pauline St., New Orleans, La. 4-10-24 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer or 
timekeeper on snirar plantation, by a sober, Indus- 
trious and reliable young man ; seven years' ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
cnre of Tly. Chief, Donaldsonville, La. 

4-10-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man ; 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico ; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith, 729 Customhouse 
street, New Orlpans, La. 4-10-02 



WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young man. 
aged '2'i. woiihl locate South. Have beeu trained 
thoronjihlv In an iron manufacturing business in 
nil its v.irions (b'pju't»nents : capable of ofRce man- 
ai^oment : fMmiliar with modern manufacturing 
niothcds and system and at present connected 
with a Inrgi; New York engineering and manufac- 
turing coucern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "Advancement," 
care 1*i.anter. ' 4-5-02 

WANTED — B.t engineer with 10 years' experi- 
ence In sugar house, position for repaij;s and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 

4-502 



WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or to take charge of an irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 
Donaldsonville. La. 4-10-02 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years old ; 5 years* experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses. Educated and graduated in Oerman tech- 
nical schools. Could commence immediatelv. Ad- 
dress C. M.. care Char. Huebner, 304 B. 70th St., 

WANTED— A competent sugar boiler wants position 
for comlnGT Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-02 

WANTED— A theoretioal and partlcal sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar botl^'r is open f jr immediate en* 
gagement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory either in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have bad 10 years practical experience in 
up-to-date sugar plants and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address SUOAR MILL, No. 1158 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 



ASBESIINE PAINT 

Ftre-Proof aid Yeatlle^Proof Cold Water ■ rMMi 1 M 

Endorsed as a high grade fire retardent by the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters, the Chicago Underwriters' Laboratories, 
the Canadian Fire Underwriters Association, Admiral Bowles, 
Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Repair of the U. S. 
Navy, and many others. Employed in Boston Terminal Depot, 
the largest station in the world, and by leading railroads every- 
where. 

One-Quarter tbe cost off oil paint. 
A dry powder. 

As easy to mix and apply as a whitewash* 
Will not cracic, peel or change color with age* 
Comes in white and sixteen beautiful colors for inside and 
outside use, and in black for use on all metal surfaces. 

Send for Color Card and price liti to our Louisiana Agents* 

KTBCke 6 Flanders, eso eraiiir st, New OtIeaBS, la. 

IClKUFACrURED BT 

TIE ALOEI SKAIFS SOIS Cd, Bnlii, Hnr Toik, CUcago. LMiN. 



WANTED— ^Position as manager or assistant OTe^ 
seer on a sugar plantation. Heyen years experience 
Best references famished. Address E. w. otn 
Louisiana Planter. 3-27-(tt. 

Sugar Machinery 

For Sale Cheap. 

BY THE . 

Meeker Planting Co. 

MEEKER P. O , LA. 

1. Fulton Iron Works (Cora built) 9-roller mill 
with crusher and 500 H. P. Hamilton Corlin a- 
gine, complete. 1 9-ft. vacuum pan. 1 8-ft triple 
o(Tect with oxtra heat belt. 10 Hepworth cen- 
trifugals, 30-in. 8 500 square feet Farrell filter 
presses. 1 battery, 3 double flue boilers 46 in. di- 
ameter 28 ft. long, 16 in. flues, complete with front 
Grate bni*8 hollow blast, steam and mod drnms, 
also I beams to support, C. J. Walton, maker, Loo- 
isYille, Ky. 1 battery 4 return flue- tabular boil- 
ers 66 in. diameter by 18 ft. long, '60' 4 in. tubes- 
complete with steam and mud drums. Dutcti OTen 
front, steel I beams, etc., made by Casey k Hedgei 
of Chattanooga. Tend., in 1898. 1 battery 8 r^ 
turn flue tubular boilers 60-in. diam. by 22 ft Ions 
with 6-in. flues complete with breeching, steam and 
mud drums — front — steel I beams, etc^ made by 
Casey & Hedges, Chattanoogra, Tenn., in 188S. 1 
battery 3 return flue tubular boilers 60-hL diam., 
same as above, only 24 feet long, compktt. Alio 
vacuum pumps, boiler feeders, and all sorts water 
pumps. 

WANTED. 

Good second hand Double or 
Triple Effect* State size, make 
and price, with full information. 

C« IMb Pay 

Care Louisiana Planter. 



%DJje Easily w leaned 

£ liters dLtva 
Filter Presses 


For Filtering Either Juice or Scum 


The WHOLE of the work in 
both departmerits can be ^ 
performed by ONE mcLn. 


• 
— • » ' — 


Send for Prices and Particulars to 

The Wilson Filter Syndicatea Limited, 

Fyfe ChaLinbers, 105 West George St., GLASGOW, SCOTLAND. 

Tckgntphic AddroK ToNaoon-GIaigow,'' Codes A B C, 4tfi Eaitioii, A( amd Private. 

Fully described in the issue of this paper of November 2nd. 1901. (No. 18. VoL zzrlL) 
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No. 16 



THE LOUISIANA PUNTER 

-AND- 

SUQAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association^ 
American Cane Growers' Association* 
Ascension Branch Sugar Planters* Ass'n' 
Louisiana Sugar Chemists' Association, 
Kansas Sugar Growers' Association, 
Texas Sugar Planters' Association. 



Hk tkUi at N«w OrlaMt, Uu, •very Saturday Minitogb 

BT THB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 



Devoted to LotiislaDa Asriculture in general, and to 

the Sugar Industry in partlcalar, and in all 

its branohes, Akricaltaral, Mechanieal, 



Chemical, Political and Oomo 
merciaL 

XDTTOBIAL CORPS. 

W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. TH0MP80H. 

W.W. PUGH. JOHN DYMONIX 

dieted at the Postofflce at New Orleans as seocmd- 
class mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Per annum 

Terms of Subscription (Including postage) S8 00 

Foreign Subscription 400 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 


1 month 


3 month 


month 


ISmonth 


llnch 


$500 
960 
14 60 
19 00 
28 60 
28 00 
82^60 
86 00 
88 00 
40 00 

eooo 

100 00 


$12 60 

^% 

47 60 
68 76 
70 00 
81 15 
90 00 
06 00 
100 00 
160 00 
260 00 


88 16 
106 00 
12175 
185 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 


$26 00 


21nch 


48 00 


3inch \ 


72 60 


4lnch 


96 00 


6inch 


117 60 


eiiKdi 


140 00 


7inoh 


lG2 60 


Sinoh 


180 00 


01nofa 


190 00 


w>lf»S.. 


200 00 


^e.::::::::: 


800 00 
600 00 



, All communications should be addressed to Tarn 
Louisiana Pi^ntrb, 889 Garondelet streeti N€fW 
Orleans, La. 

LIST OP ORGANIZERS. 



McCall Bbothkrs^ 
McCall & Lbobndbr, 
Leon Godchaux, 
James Teller, 
B. Lemann & BBC, 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs,. 
John Dtmond, 
1)aniel Thompson, 
Foos A Barxbtt, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth, Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, "* 
Shattuck a Hoffman, 
Bmili Rost, 
Thomas D. millhr, 
Schmidt A Zibolbb, 
T. G. McLaurt, 
L. S. Clark, 
J. B. Levbrt, 
^MpsoN Hobnob, 

2* 5; ?M)0MF1BU), 

w. W. Sutcliffb, 
John S. Moobb, 
JiMEs C Murphy, 
Job. WiBBt, 



R. Beltran, 

LUCIEN SONIAT, 

D. R. Caldbr, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. Moorb, Jr., 
Edwards A Haubthan, 
John A. Mobbis, 

E. H. Cunningham, 
R. VrrBBBO, 

H. C. MiNOB, 

C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Habris, 
J. H. Mubphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B. A J. KocK, 
Wm. Gariq, 
Adolph Mbtbr, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bbadish Johnson, 
Georqe p. Andbbton, 
A. L. Monnot, 

RiCHABD MILLIKBN, 

W. p. Miles, 
Lbzin a. Bbcnbl, 
J. N. Pharb, 
Julbs J. Jacob. 



The Louisiana Society of Naturalists. 

This society wiil hold a meeting on 
Friday, April '25th, at 7.45 p. m., at the 
rooms of the Orleans Parish Medical So- 
ciety, No. 163 University Place, New Or- 
leans. This meeting will be of special 
interest to the sugar planters by reason 
of the fact that Prof. Dodson, of the 
State I'niversity, will read a paper on 
'The Relation of Bacteria to the Inver- 
sion- of Sugar." Everybody who is in- 
terested is cordially invited to be present, 
and Prof. Dodson who is known through- 
out the whole sugar planting community 
as a gentleman of the highest attainments 
in his chosen profession will, without 
doubt, present an extremely valuable 
paper and one which will be of as much 
interest to the sugar planters as to the 
members of the Louisiana Society of Na- 
turalists. We trust that a number of our 
sugar planting friends will find it pos- 
sible to be present at the meeting. 



Tlie Su^ar Bounty Question. 

^ In report No. 66 of the West Indian 
Committee, issued in London under the 
date of March 18, reference is made to 
the crisis in the W'est Indies and to the 
possible amelioration of the situation by 
the probable termination of the foreign 
sugar bounty systems. The very proper 
reflection, however, is made when it is 
said that the end is not yet. The ratifica- 
tion of the proceedings is not necessary 
before February, 1903, and will not take 
effect until September i, 1903, and while 
we suppose that such ratification of the 
convention and final suspension of the 
bounties will, in the end be had, there is 
always some, doubt concerning these 
serious politico-economic measures until 
thjv are acccniplished facts. 

In regard to the sugar crisis in the 
British West Indies, just as in a number 
of the islands, the sugar industry has al- 
ready been practically extinguished be- 
cause of the abolition of slavery- two 
generations ago and the indiflference of 
the native laborers to earning more than 
a bare subsistence, and on some of the is- 
lands, and more particularly in Barbados, 
Trinidad and on the mainland in British 
Guiana, the depression is now very great, 
the lowest prices ever known for sugar be- 
ing now cuiTent. 

The West Indian sugar planters find 
it impossible to continue as they are, go- 



ing from bad to worse, and are asking 
som instant relief, some relief that will 
enable them to bridge over the chasm be- 
tween now and September, 1903, the 
agreed date for the suspension of all 
bounties. Our experience in Louisiana 
has Ix^en that when siKh long notkre has 
been given to the various interests identi- 
fied with the industry, legislation aflfect- 
ing any future date is so very largely 
anticipated by the purchase or sale of 
supplies in advance, that the proposed 
new legislation does not produce its. ex- 
pected result until as much as a year 
shall have elapsed after the operative date 
of the law. From this point of view, we 
should fear that our British cousins in the 
West Indies will have two years more of 
disaster ahead of them, unless they can 
induce the British government to give 
them some intermediate relief. 

Imports of Rice. 

The imports of rice into the United 
States for the eight months ending Febru- 
ary, 1902, amounted to 43,061 short tons, 
against 31,428 short tons for the corre- 
sponding eight months in 1901. 

The value of these imports for the 
eight months ending February, 1902, 
reached $1,634,913, and in 1901 amount 
to $1,254,899. 

In 1902 rice flour, rice meal and Broken 
rice comprised 22,884 short tons out of 
the tr»tal of 43,061 short tons. 

The imports of rice for the month of 
February, 1902, reached 6,285 tons, 
against 5,725 tons in February, 1901. 



Sugar Imports Into the United States. 

The government records indicate some 
exceptional conditions in regard to ^the 
imports of sugar into tlie United States 
up to March i. The imports into the 
United States for the eight months end- 
ing March i, 1902, were 932,541 short 
tons, as against 1,253,876 short tons dur- 
ing the same period the year before. The 
L^nited States is said to be in*an extreme- 
ly prosperous condition^ and yet we find 
a diminution of the imports of sugar into 
the United States of over 320,000 short 
tons during the period of eight months. 
If this had been a period of panic and of 
general contraction, we could understand 
that all the stocks of sugar in the United . 
States had been reduced temporarily at 
legist and the imports therefore short as 
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reported above. Under the reverse finan- 
cial conditions it can only be inferred 
that the popular report as to the reten- 
tion of an irnmense amount of sugar in 
Cuba must b« true, and the overflowing 
warehouses of Havana, Matanzas, Car- 
denas, Caibarien, Remedios, Nuevitas, 
Cienfuegos, Trinidad, Guantanamo and 
Santiago are convincing testimony in that 
direction. 

The hnports for February alone were 
94,291 short tons as against 176,000 tons 
in February, 1901, thus showing nearly 
half the February shipments held back 
in expectation of reduced duties in the 
United States. 



The Cane Crop. 

The past week has been one of fair 
weather except at the beginning when a 
heavy rain fell, and this &8 enabled field 
work of all kind's to be actively prose- 
cuted for the past two or three days on 
the plantations. The prospects for the 
crop continue to be very favorable in- 
deed and there are practically no com- 
plaints heard from any section concern- 
ing either the plant cane or stubble. There 
has been a great deal of good work done 
. in the fields, and everything now tends to 
promote the rapid and h^lthy develop- 
ment of tlie young cane. We trust we 
may be able to continue throughout the 
season to record such favorable conditions 
as we have been able to announce so far. 



Deep vs. Shallow Planting of Rice in 
Dry Seasons. 

A late issue of the Gueydan News con- 
tains an interview with Mr. Virgil Har- 
per, a successful rice planter in that sec- 
tion, in which he takes exception to the 
views * recently advanced by another rice 
planter that rice should be planted but 
one-half an inch under ground. Mr. 
Harper contends tliat in dry weather, 
should the rice be planted at a depth of 
but half an inch, the ground is not suffi- 
ciently moist to make the grain sprout, 
and this continued dryness will either 
sun-crack the rice or render it mealy, after 
either of which events, Mr. Harper says 
it would be absurd to expect the rice to 
grow, even after rains set in. He con- 
tinues by referring to a crop of rice plant- 
ed three itiches deep in a drill, which is 
presenting a beautiful stand, and, to fur- 
ther substantiate his views as to the ad- 
vantages of deep planting, Mr. Harper 
says that he has always noticed that dur- 
ing the driest planting season the rice fall- 
ing in the wagon tracks going to and from 
the fields, came up before the rice planted 
in the field, attributing this to the fact 
that the rice was covered from 2j4 to 3 
inches and, further, was packed by the 
driving over it of the heavily laden 
wagons. 

The News reports Mr. Harper as say- 



ing that he is himself planting his rice 
crop three inches deep and pressing it as 
compactly as possible, the only means, so 
he considers, of obtaining a good stand 
of rice in dry. seasons. 



Pears Salty irrigation Water. 

The Crowley Signal in a recent issue 
has an editorial on the salty condition of 
the rivers and bayous in the rice section. 
According to the Signal, in the deeper 
streams the fresh water extends to the 
depth of but about 10 or 12 feet, show- 
ing below that depth quite a salty condi- 
tion. It is further stated that it is the 
opinion of many old planters that this 
condition of the streams will prove ex- 
tremely disastrous unless an excessive 
rainfall is ha4 during the next three 
months. 

The Signal, however, feels that the 
future is not so blue as at first sight, as 
the rice planters have before them three 
of the rainiest months in the year, and 
the condition of the irrigation water may 
change considerably. 



A Big Company. 

Mr. M. R. Spelman returned during the 
past week from New York where he com- 
pleted the organization of the Ck>lonial Su- 
gars Comply, which is an immense concern 
with a capital of six million dollars. This 
company owns the Gramercy Sugar Refinery 
situated in this stajte on the Mississippi Val- 
ley railroad a short distance above New Or- 
leans, and the lar^e sugar plantation and 
factory in Cuba which formerly belonged to 
the Apezteguia family and which has more 
recently been known as the Damuji estate. 
The sugarhouse on the Damuji property has 
recently been reconstructed and made one of 
the finest in the island and there are sixty 
thousand acres of cane land tributry to it 
The Ck)lonial Sugars Company will own both 
of these immense establishments and it has 
also combined with it what is known as the 
Gramercy Finance Company of New ToriL, 
which has hitherto looked after the financial 
end of the business for both the Gramercy 
refinery and the Damuji sugar plantation. 
Arrangements have been made with tne Mun- 
son Steamship Company, whose vessels now 
run to Mobile, to bring the raw sugar from 
the Cuban property direct to the refinery at 
Gramercy, two steamers running each month, 
and some enlargements and improvements 
are now being made at Gramercy which will 
enable the refinery there to turn out fiften 
hundred barrels of refined sugar per day and 
not only will the product of the Damuji plan- 
tation be utilized, but raw sugar will also 
be bought on the open market if it be neces- 
sary, to keep the refinery running. 

The Papor Mill at Kenilworth. 

The United Railway St Trading Company, 
owners of the Kenilworth sugar factory, on 
the lower coast, have been actively pushing 



work on the paper mill which tiiey some time 
ago decided to erect on their proi)erty for 
making paper from the bagasse. It is an- 
ticipated that the mill will be ready to oper- 
ate some time in June, and they expect to 
turn out all grades of wriq>ping paper, for 
which a ready market can easily be found. 
The bagasse from the last crop has been 
baled in a hay press and is being preserved 
for use as soon as the paper-making machin- 
ery is ready to operate on it The com- 
mencement of work at this paper mill will be 
looked forward to with much interest, as it 
will be the first enterprise of its kind in this 
state and may lead to an immense develop- 
ment cf the paper making industry in con- 
Lection with all our sugar factories. 



Rice Pops. 

The alleged discovery of Prof. Andrews, 
of Columbia University, that ''rice will pop 
like com," if subjected to a sufficiently high 
temperature, is to be utilized by a Minneapo 
lis company to produce a new breakfast food 
Whether rice can be subjected to a heat of 
400 degrees without scorching or burning it, 
we do not know; but if it can be, it is man- 
ifest that it will furnish a thorou^ly cooked 
starch food that ought to be wholesome. It 
is a well known theory of cooks and chem- 
ists that starchy foods produce dyqtepsia 
only when they are eaten raw or under 
cooked. — Minneapolis Tribune. 

Russian Sugar Production. 

Under date of March 7, 1902, Consul Hee&r 
an sends from Odessa translation of a circu- 
lar from the Russian Minister of Finance In 
regard to the estimated quantity of sugar 
proiluced and on hand in the year 1901-1 
This Quantity is at present estimated at 
1,025,969 tons. The quantity reserved for 
home consumption is ordered to be 629,012 
tons, which leaves a surplus ' (including the 
reserve) of 398,549 tons to be disposed of. 



Tho Century Sugar Apparatus 

The Planter is advised by the manager of 
the Century Sugar Apparatus Co., Ltd., that 
a public test of the apparatus will occur next 
Saturday, A^ril 26th» at 3 p. m., at 1145 
South Front street. New Orleana This will 
be the second test of the apparatus, and its 
inventor is confident that it will be entirely 
successful in every respect 

Personal. 

Mr. I. S. Lothrop, one of the leading cane 
growers of the lower coast, and a most es- 
timable gentleman, was a guest of the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel during the early part of the 
week. 

Mr. Samuel O. LeBlanc, accompanied by 
several members of his family, came down 
from his home in Plaquemine during the 
week and put up at the Commercial hotel. 

Mr. Frederick Wilbert of Plaquemine, 
where he possesses extensive planting inter- 
ests, came down to New Orleans on Thurs- 
day and made his headquarters at the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel. 

Major Martin Glynn of Arbroth, La., was in 
the city on Thursday. Major Glynn had his 
hands full attending to a large number of 
business matters, one of whi(£ was the se- 
curing of fuel oil tanks for his places 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COKBB8POMDBHCS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The dry spell was broken here Saturday 
night, when Jupiter Pluvlus seemed to have 
opened his flood gates "for keeps." Imita- 
tion cloudbursts kept coming down at inter- 
vals of varying duration, until by Monday 
morning -the precipitation had aggregated 
four and one-quarter Inches. The rain was 
not particularly needed, but seems, from all 
accounts, to have done no appreciable harm. 
From every direction come gratifying re- 
ports of rapidly growing crops and healthy 
looking cane. While one or two belated 
farmers have Just finished putting down their 
spring plant, work generally is well ad- 
vanced and progressing very satisfactorily, 
and the field forces are busily engaged in 
scraping cane, digging stubble and barring 
off corn. 

John W. Tucker, the eminently successful 
and whole-souled manager of the Miles Com- 
pany's New Hope plantation, and Mrs. Tuck- 
er, have issued invitations to the wedding 
of their daughter, Miss Erma, who is to be 
married to the Rev. Clarence Norman Ouice, 
of Washington, Miss., at 1 o'clock Wednes- 
day, the 30th inst. The ceremony is to take 
place at the family residence on New Hope, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Guice will be "at home" at 
Washington after May 2. Miss Tucker, pe- 
tite, vivacious and bright, is a delightful and 
highly accomplished young lady, who gradu- 
ated with honors at Bellhaven College <mly 
two years ago« While Mr. Guice is, unfortu- 
nately, unknown to the writer, he is certainly 
to be congratulated on having won for a help- 
mate one of the sweetest girls of 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



(8PBCIAL COBBUPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been fairly favorable, al- 
though there was almost too much rain last 
Snnday, with the showers following. Field 
work was suspended until Wednesday and 
then only thinning of corn and such light 
work could be performed. The cane con- 
tinues to come up nicely, and the prospects 
are that there will be a full stand. Much of 
the com has had its first working and looks 
healthy and vigorous. The early planted 
com was particularly free from the depreda- 
tions of worms but we learn from St Gabriel 
that that which was recently planted is being 
eaten after sprouting. The scented air 
around depots and railroad switches indi- 
cates the receipt of large Quantities of com- 
mercial fertilizer, though the tendency on 
the river Is to use it more siparingly than 
heretofore, in order to have ripe cane. 

Some twenty odd cultivators were received 
at the St Louis plantation a few days since 
and things will no doubt be well stirred up 
this season. 

Mr. Oscar Richard of Sunshine has bought 
from Mr. Alonzo Landry one of the three- 



roller mills at Duiiboyne, the one that came 
from the Myrtle Grove plantation on Bayou 
Jacob. It is a strong piece of machinery and 
has often cared for crops two or three times 
as large as Golden Gate, Mr. Richard's fine 
little place, can produce. Last year Mr. 
Richard broke a roller and finished his crop 
on two. He will not only get a better and 
larger mill but perhaps at less cost than it 
would require to repair the broken mill. 

Mr. Alonzo Landry, of Bayou Goula» has 
given up the cultivation of cane at Dunboyne 
owing to the distance to a central factory, 
and the adaptability of the place for rice 
cultivation. Part of seed cane put down was 
sold and the remainder fed to the stock and 
cattle. 

Hon. Victor M. Lefebvre has acquired a 
half interest in the Alex Tuilier pla6e four 
miles above Plaquemine, near to his Aus- 
tralia plantation, though not adjoining. 

Messrs. D. Altemus & Co., of Plaquemine, 
burnt their last kiln of brick with oil and 
while it has not yet been opened, they think 
it was a good "bum." The outlay for in- 
stalling the oil plant was close to |3,000, 
which, however, they think will be caught 
up in savings in cost of wood and labor in ft 
year or so. A number of planters visited 
the Altemus brick yard and all expressed 
satisfaction at the fires. 

The firm of Roth St Mc Williams, of Plaque- 
mine, composed of Messrs. Charles N. Rotn 
and Jacob McWilliams, was dissolved this 
week, Mr. McWilliams acquiring the interest 
of Mr. Roth, who now resides in New Or- 
leans. This firm was at one time largely 
interested In sugar plantations, owning the 
Medora and Myrtle Grove and supplying a 
number of others. Mr. Roth has retired to 
enjoy in peace his remaining days^ leaving 
his aged partner still in harness. 

We saw this week a party declining to let 
a sugar planter anticipate his notes, and 
from this we infer that there is confidence 
yet in the sugar lands of 

Ibebvuxb. 



Vermilioo. 

(SPBCIAL COBRBSPONDBHCI.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is a cheerfulness abroad in the land 
here that has not existed before for some 
time — we have had a rain, a good old time 
rain that wet and did not pack or wash. 
This rain was very badly needed and last 
Sunday morning about 6 o'clock it came, and 
with it a very stiff wind. The wind did not 
carry much damage in its wake but the rain 
brought much good to the farmers and 
brightened the future for a general crop and 
a rice crop in particular. The coming of 
this rain Just when it did will lessen the 
possibilities for salt water on rice in the 
southern portion of this parish for this year. 
The water in lower Vermilion was already 
brackish and it would have been a question 
of only a few days before the pumsis idong 
the river would have been forced to shut 
down had not a kind Providence come to help 



in the pressing hour of need. There has 
been but comparatively little rain hi thi8 
section of the country for more than a year 
and this rain broke a drouth of three months' 
duration. 

Crops are now looking fine, cane is com- 
ing up beautifully, com is looking nicely 
and rice 1b simply fine. The cane acreage 
will be small but the prospects for a sood 
crop are very fiattering. Plant and stubble 
both are up already to a good stand and the 
plant looks healthy and strong. The first 
and second planting of corn is looking very 
well now, though it is spotted on account of 
halving to be planted over in part, caused by 
the ravages of the cut worms; the oool 
nights that we had put the borers to work 
and they did considerable damage— the last 
planting is Just coming out and with a good 
rain it enjoys more favorable conditions than 
the older planting. Rice planting is still in 
progress and ft is safe to estimate 75 per 
cent of the crop planted. Quite a number of 
small plants and individual wells have be- 
gun their pumping season. Your corre- 
spondent measured a sample of rice taken 
from the field of Braste Mouton on lower 
Vermilion a few days ago that measured 13 
inches; Mr. Mouton has 500 acres of this 
kind. It was planted in January and first 
days of Febmary. He has it flooded and will 
watch it carefully to not let any salt water 
on it Mr. Mouton expects to be first on the 
market this year with new rice. 

The Bast Side canal plant has been com- 
pleted and is now ready to turn wheel to fur- 
nish water to the farmers, the duplicate 
pump put in by the AbbevlUe Canal Com- 
pany has also been completed. All pumping 
plants will be in full blast in a few days 
throwing water. p, q^ j^ 

West VermlUon. 

(8PBCIAL eORBBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sunday night this section was visited by a 
heavy rain which was greatly needed for the 
young rice and the rice lately planted which 
was not up. The farmers now are not losing 
a moment's time, all are busy planting and 
ere this week draw& to a close several thou- 
sand acres more will be planted. 

Your correspondent had an occasion to 
visit Daspit, a small town some four miles 
north of Gueydan, a few days ago, and on 
this trip we saw several hundred acres of 
rice up, with a good green healthy oolor. 
Bverything points to a heavy rice crop this 
year, iprovided this section is visited by 
heavy rains in order to force the salt wiater 
out of the bayous on which our pumping 
plants are located, that supply our irrigating 
canals. We have been reliably informed 
that at a depth of ten feet in bayou Que de 
Tortue can be had brackish water, but with 
the last heavy rain we Judge that the fresh 
water depth has been greatly increased. 

There is a general move among our best 
and most successful planters in this section 
to improve the quality of their rice, a^d to 
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iBcrease the x^onsuinption of the cereal by 
feeding the chei^er grades to their stock. 
It is a well known fact that rice» and es- 
"pecially red rlce» is one of the best stock 
foods that can be used. It is strengthening 
•as well as fattening. 

A meeting of the stockholders of the Mu- 
tual Rice Mill was held in the offices of the 
mill Saturday evening, April 12th, 1902, in 
order to ascertain what favor the proposed 
•change in the charter of the mill had re^ 
ceived. The proposed change was to allow 
a holder of the shares a vote for each share 
lie may own; the original charter reads that 
each shareholder had only one vote, regard- 
less of how many shares he may hold. The 
election resulted in 81 being in favor of the 
change and 83 opposed. So the original 
charter stands as it was, and the consequence 
thereof is that any amount of shares in the 
mill are on the market. 

The citizens of Gueydan and farmers of 
this section are in high spirits over the pros- 
pects of a new railroad through this section; 
supposed to be the I. & G. N., heading for 
New Orleans. . X. P. 



Avoyell«5. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPOMDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The fQ.vorable weather which prevailed 
over this part of the country during the past 
week was very much appreciated by the agri- 
cultural and industrial classes. The fields 
planted to corn are now beginning to show 
up well with the young plantis marking the 
rows, to the great admiration of the planters. 
The stand of com all over this part of the 
country is all that could be wished for and 
the young plants have a good color and a 
.strong, healthy look. 

April showers fell over this district on 
the 13th and 14th, delaying farm work up to 
noon of the 15th, at which time plowing was 
again resumed. 

Cotton seed of which there was a heavy 
acreage planted during the past week, will 
now sprout and push through the moist soil 
very quickly and in the course of ten days it 
will be large enough to scrape and cut out 
to a stand. 

From all accounts it seems that the three 
parishes of Rapides, Avoyelles and St. Lan- 
dry are planting an increased acreage to 
cotton this year regardless of the fact that 
the short labor supply may prevent the har- 
vest of the crop and bring on unfortunate 
conditions when the time comes to pick it. 
It stands to reason that it would be better 
policy to engage more in diversified farming, 
for better results all around could be had by 
planting more corn, hay and oats and rais- 
ing cattle and poultry for which there is 
to-day a large demand both at home and in 
the outside markets. 

Stubble seems to be tt little slow in com- 
ing this spring. However it is sound and, 
when dug into, the eyes seem to be healthy 
and promising. No doubt as soon as the 
;heat of the^sujianrl scune warm rains pene- 



trate the earth the first year's stubble will 
rattoon well and produce a good tonnage of 
cane. Plant cane is now marking the rows 
beautifully. The young canes which have 
come up look splendid and have a strong 
healthy appearance, indicating plenty of vi- 
tality and if we have a good season we will 
enjoy a heavy tonnage of cane at harvest 
time. 

Speaking of the vitality of cane, Mr. W. J. 
Fiegle of this place said to the writer this 
morning that he left on his farm last fall 
three rows of windrowed cane which he had 
failed to work up and he gave it no further 
attention and it had no protection whatever. 
About the middle of last month his atten- 
tion was called to the cane in the windrow 
which was found to be in a good state of 
preservation and he says that he took it up 
and planted it and that it is now coming up 
to a good stand. This speaks well for the 
cane produced in the Red river country. 

As I close this letter I find the weather fair 
and favorable for all kinds of farm work. 

Ebix. 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL C0RBE8P0NDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The conditions of the weather' and atmos' 
phere for the past week have at last been 
more spring-like than before. The drouth 
that seemed to have come for a longer dursr 
tion, was broken last Saturday when at 
night we were visited by a rather good rain, 
but Sunday morning an electrical and rain 
storm, probably the worst of the year here, 
as yet, visited our section. It was one of 
the heaviest downpours that could possibly 
be had. Sunday noon when everything had 
become quiet, the sun, anxious to pour forth 
its rays in its turn, gave us an interval of 
good weather, but it was not long before 
clouds gathered and at dawn distant and low 
peals of thunder were heard, after which rain 
started again, falling the entire night, ex- 
cept' for short intervals. Monday, though 
without rain, was dark, and Tuesday very 
much like it, but to-day (Wednesday) beau- 
tiful sprii^g weather set in, warm, sunny and 
perfectly delightful. The rain, though very 
much needed for all the crops, gardens, etc.^ 
was ot such a type as to be somewhat injuri- 
ous. The sugar planters have had amply 
enough, and the rice planters have had still 
more than enough. It is said that the force 
of the rain actually crushed the rice which 
was coming out so well and has proved very 
disastrous in this respect. Mr. Jno. Rassat, 
who is cultivating the lands of almost all 
those little property owners from the Church 
to the College, in rice, has fifty acres of rice 
which has not come up at all, it being of a 
different quality from the rest of his seed, 
and consequently he will have to sow again 
new seed on all this land. He also complains 
of the direful effect of the rain. 

Everyone speaks well of their gardens, 
which so far are very promising as well as 
the corn crops which have been planted very 



extensively to ofl!set the shortage of the 
past year. 

Mr. L. N. Folse, now owner of Texas plan- 
tation in Iberville, but for several years the 
owner of Bonsecours plantation on the right 
bank, was in our parish during the week on 
a visit to Rapidan, accompanied by his wife. 
Mr. Folse, notwithstanding the bad year we 
have just experienced, came out splendidly 
in the results of his crop. He is filso confi- 
dent that shortly oil will be found in the 
neighborhood of his place, where they are 
now drilling for it. 

CONVENT. 



5t. Jamed — Right Bank. 

(SPECIAL C0RRE8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Lou^isiana Planter: 

At present writing, everything, including 
all working things, are at rest, owing to the 
results of the rains of last Sunday morning 
and night. There are several heavy rains on 
record for this year, but the ones Just men- 
tioned, lasting longer, were the biggest of 
the season. Ditches and canals had all the 
water they could hold, and up to yesterday 
(Tuesday) there was some left in furrows 
and quarter drains. This excessive moistoi^ 
was not one of the desideratums of the pres- 
ent, and it is feared that it will cause some 
damage, especially to young com, besides in- 
juring the perfect condition of the soil, 
which had been thoroughly worked; the 
same work will have to be renewed again. 
Most planters, previous to recent develop- 
ments, were thinking of dispensing with the 
hoe gang, but as grass will^have a chance to 
grow faster now, and take a strong hold, if 
the plan is carried out, such a resolution 
will be repealed notwithstanding the desire 
of doing away, as much as possible, with this 
particular implement. 

Now that the soil is wet, the growth of 
cane can be better seen, and as was already 
reported, the sprouts are sufficiently numer- 
ous to lead one to believe that the stand will 
be very good. 

On the Armant plantation of the Miles 
Planting and Manufacturing Company, and 
Bessie K. plantation of Mr. J. Henderson, 
sugar drying is in vogue. Another occupa- 
tion on the former, is that of erecting an oil 
tank with a capacity of 3,500 barrels of oil— 
the preparations for the use of oil as a fuel, 
are further advanced there than on any other 
plantation we know of in this vicinity. A 
little reluctance prevails relative to making 
the necessary outlay for oil, as some enter- 
tain the fear that the oil people may form a 
combine later on, after the erection of the 
apparatus for oil, and raise the prices there- 
on, which will perhaps be equal to the cost of 
coal. In spite of the possibilities, there are 
a great many who contemplate making the 
venture, but are biding their time before 
doing so. 

The death of Mr. Ellis, heretofore manager 
of the Bessie K. plantation^ has just been 
announced, after a long and painful illness. 
. Mrs. J. D. Gaskins, of. Pike's Peak, re- 
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turned home laat Sunday, after spending sev- 
eral days in New Orleans. 

Mr. E. Shanks, assistant overseer on Pike's 
Peak plantation, visited New Orleans this 
week. 

Mr. A. M. Sobral, of Oak Alley plantation, 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sobral of Myrtle 
Grove plantation, in Iberville parish. 

Mr. Alfred Rome, of St. Joseph plantation, 
was married to Miss E. Waguespack, at St. 
Philip's Church, last Thursday, in the pres- 
ence of the immediate relatives of the con- 
tracting parties. 

St. James. 



Texas Notes. 

(SPBCIAL COBBBflPONDnCCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The general field outlook from reports re- 
ceived from the various sugar places is en- 
couraging. Plant cane is very good, stub- 
ble is showing up well and an extra large 
acreage is in com, which is beautiful, many 
saying it is the most perfect and healthy 
stand they have ever seed. 
. On the Sartartia plantation, Mr. Moody, 
for many years manager, is voluntarily re- 
tiring and Mr. E. B. Mills, a veteran in 
the business, is succeeding him. Sartartia 
will, in addition to cane, plant some 1,500 
or 2,000 acres in rice. The deal for the 
big mill at the William Clemens farm in 
Brazoria county has been finally consum- 
mated, same to be erected by Nov. 1, 1902, 
with penalty for delay. As this place has 
some 2,300 acres of cane planted, the mill 
will be sure to get enough ''feed,'* as all the 
convlets can be drawn upon to do the har- 
vesting work. The location of this fann 
being near the Oulf, makes the climatic con- 
ditions similar to the Lower Coast of the 
Mississippi river. 

Another enterprise which promises great 
success is a small cane farm on the San Ja- 
cinto river, some sixteen miles from Hous- 
ton. Messrs. E. Siewerssen of Houston and 
A. H. Bog^, of Sheldon^ have a choice crop 
of some 65 acres in cane, which they pro- 
pose to manufacture into choice table syrup. 
As the seed is of the true ribbon va- 
riety and soil eminently adapted .to cane» it 
is only a question of skill in manufacture to 
make it a grand success. The local mar- 
ket is here. There are also quite a number 
of choice fruit trees on the place and all 
are receiving intelligent care, which is a 
prime requisite in this business. Too many 
failures result from the idea of planting the 
trees and letting nature do the rest. 

The rice industry has extended to many 
new fields in Texas, a majority of which will 
succeed; those that do not succeed in rice 
will improve the land for pasturage. 

The truck gardens are over supplying the 
tnarket, far exceeding local demands, and 
strawberries are fine, plentiful and cheap, 
the air being redolent with their perfume at 
BYery fruit stand. The cream to go with 
them is not so easy to get, and the old reli- 
able "tin cow," alias condensed milk, is often 
used as a substitute. 



Is it generally known that one gallon of 
milk after being ^'condensed" makes six to 
eight quarts? This by the addition of ar- 
rowroot, etc. Tis a great scheme, and if 
sugar solutions could be done likewise, it 
would make sugar cheaper than it is now. 

Allow your humble correspondent to sug- 
gest a topic for discussion at the Louisiana 
Sugai; Planters* Association, viz: "How to 
Increase the Sugar Contents of Cane." It 
being a long fixed idea, based upon some ex- 
perience, that if cane were propagated from 
the stubble roots, that is the stubble taken 
up, separated and planted, a cane of greater 
sucrose content would be developed. Elven 
on the score of expense your correspondent 
fully believes he is right and would be glad 
to furnish a detailed paper on the subject 
before it is too late to try the experiment for 
the present season. 

Fuel oil continues to gain ground — a suc- 
cessful burner using crude oil in cook stoves 
or fire places is now being installed in many 
Houston homes, costing from $8 to |15 for 
complete apparatus, put in, fires lit, and 
guaranteed. 

Recent rains, timely and appreciated, make 
glad the hearts of farmers and stockmen. 

Mr. M. L. Flowers now has charge as en- 
gineer in chief of the aggregated industries 
at Sugarland and he always has a full hand 
and full house comprising the great roller 
sugar house, the diffusion house, the refin- 
ery, paper mill, railroad requiring a fully 
equipped machine shop to keep up repairs, 
etc. He is master of the situation, however, 
and will have things in great good shape for 
profitable work. The retiring chief, Mr. 
Robert Storm, is also a man of fine executive 
ability and a mechanical genius; his cane 
crusher erected at the Ellis Sartartia plant 
being, in the writer's opinion, the best for 
execution, simplicity iand safety of any yet 
seen. 

The reciprocity business has effectually 
stopped several plants from erection this 
year, and unless we start our charity at 
home will do yet more serious damage. How- 
ever, sugar has stood so much adversity that 
let us hope, first by increasing sugar content 
o( cane, and the use of fuel oil, we may put 
the business on a paying basis again. 

Jno. E. Caldwell. 

Houston, April 14, 1902. 



The Future of Su^^ar in Texas. 

The future of sugar culture in Texas Is 
based almost entirely upon congressional ac- 
tion in the near future. At present the 
friends of the staple in Louisiana and this 
state are up in arms against any reduction 
of the protective duty, which for many years 
has enabled the sugar planters to continue 
the cultivation of an industry, the profits 
from which have been constantly decreasing. 

Sugar in Texas had an early inception. 
Matagorda county was producing sugar when 
Texas history was practically in its infancy, 
as evidenced by the long furrows still ex- 
isting in the fertile basin of Old Caney. For- 



tune and the vacillating revenues and tribu- 
lations attending the war and the days of 
reconstruction, smothered the industry, and 
the want of adequate labor and transporta- 
tion facilities, until recently prevented a re- 
habilitation of the old plantations. 

At present, however, the rail lines of the^ 
state have almost penetrated the sugar pro- 
ducing areas of Texas, and nothing but an 
absence of profit will prevent a mammoth 
industry being added to the resources of 
the state. The lands of Old Caney, the Colo- 
rado, the Brazos and the bottoms of Oyster 
Creek can produce more sugar than the en- 
tire alluvial areas of our sister state, Louisi- 
ana, and the cultivation of cane in the sec- 
tions noted has just begun to be of marked 
consequence to the c9mtoonwealth. A reduc- 
tion of 20 per cent, or 10 per cent, or any 
per cent, must of necessity have a disastrous 
effect upon the possibilities contained In the 
development indicated, and stifie almost in 
its infancy, an industry, which in the next 
ten years should add millions to the earning 
capacity of its agricultural sections, and 
bring additional millions of capital into the 
state. 

The appearance of the boll weevil and the 
consequent destruction of cotton in the rich 
Brazos bottoms has created considerable fear 
for the future of the fieecy staple in that ex- 
tensive section, and it is almost beyond per- 
adventure that if the cultivation of cotton 
is even parti9.11y abandoned along the Bra- 
zos, the lands will be planted in sugar cane, 
the success of which industry there Is little 
question. Thus, the injury to cotton may 
more than be overcome by the conversioa 
of the fertile plantations into sugar farms, 
and the attracting of capital necessary to 
the establishment of sugar mills and refiner- 
ies, will assuredly follow. The retention of 
the duty on sugar is thus as much a part 
of the interests of this great state as it is 
of Louisiana, and the beet culture states, for, 
even as the removal of the two per cent duty 
on rice would totally annihilate that indus- 
try, so would the abolition of the protective 
tariff as applied to sugar make the great 
plantations absolutely unprofitable. — South-^ 
ern Industrial and Lumber Review. 



Personal. 

Mr. F. G. Drouet of the Meeker Planting 
Company in Rapides parish, paid us an ap^ 
predated visit last Saturday. 

Mr. E. F. Dickenson of the Georgia planta- 
tion in Lafourche parish, was at the Cosmo^ 
politan hotel on Sunday. 

Mr. Chas. Munson of Assumption parish 
came down to the city on a visit a few days 
ago and made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Grunewald. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay of Iberville parish 
and Mr. Wm. H. Price of Lafourche parish^ 
both of them among the leaders in the Lou- 
isiana sugar industry, were guests of the St 
Charles hotel on Sunday. 

Capt John N. Pharr was stopping at the 
St. Charles hotel during the past week and 
was accompanied by Mrs. Pharr. 

Hon. Andrew Price and Mrs. Price of La- 
fourche parish were at the St. Charles hotel 
on Thursday. 
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Berlin. 

CSPBCIAU COBBBSPONDBNCB.) 

BEBI4N, kAABGH 29, 1902. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continued last week quite un- 
settled but in general it has been rainy and 
cold for the season, so tiiat neltaer vegetar 
tlon nor field work could make any notable 
progress, nay, in those sections where an at- 
tempt had been made to start plowing, etc., 
it had to be given up again. Under present 
circumstances It cannot be denied that there 
is some backwardness as against normal 
years, but not in comparison with last year, 
when spring also set in very late, which, as 
we know, has not at all prevented the beet 
crop from being ultimately quite a satisfac- 
tory one. This, however, is no proof for the 
supposition that a late spring and consequent 
late sowings would be quite harmless. The 
time lost at the outset may be retrieved by 
fine weather prevailing later on, but in the 
case of adverse meteorological circumstances 
at a later period of the growing time, the 
lateness of the season will inevitably tell on 
the result, of the crop. There has been in 
point of the weather no marked difference 
between this and the other beet growing 
countries, only France continues rejoicing 
over fine seasonable weather favoring all 
kinds of outdoor work. 

If I must repeat that there are no flf;ures 
yet available with regard to this year's beet 
growing area, I am able to add that the ad- 
vices referring to this subject are foreshad- 
owing, with increasing certainty, a marked 
reduction as Compared with last year, and so 
far the figures of the same vary between 15 
and 30 per cent. And this does not apply 
only to Germany, but also to most of the 
other beet sugar producing countries of Eu- 
rope. In this country, to all appearances, a 
large reduction will be effected in spite of 
the Kartel and the legal contingent. There 
are some apprehensions that in' Germany 
and .Austria the sugar-makers may be in- 
clined to take, as much as possible, advan- 
tage of the time left prior to the enforcement 
of the Brussels convention (if enforcement 
will be) and that for this reason rather more 
instead of less beet will be grown, or at least 
that the reduction will dwindle down to a 
mere nominal figure. This, however, no- 
body need be afraid of. In many places in 
Germany the farmers declare that beet grow- 
ing for the prices offered them is quite out 
of question and there are already different 
factories spoken pf which next campaign 
will not work at all. In order to prevent 
such an imaginary increase of production as 
alluded to above, the French would have 
liked to see the convention agreement en- 
forced in 1902 instead of in 1903, and this is 
certainly very strange inasmuch as the 
French manufacturers would lose their 
bounty a year earlier than under present cir- 
cumstances; but it seems that the German 
and Austrian Kartels are leaving no rest to 



the French, although the latter have for a 
long time enjoyed two bounties, the hidden 
and the open one — by which means the other 
countries were endangered to lose their cus- 
tomers in the markets of the world, whilst 
at present they denounce the competition of 
Germany and Austria as the consequence of 
the Kartell But however that may be, the 
principal thing is to see that the convention 
is not carried out at all and against this con- 
tingency all larger beet-sugar growing and 
exporting countries should unite and strenu- 
ously do their utmost to defeat the conven- 
tion. 

On the 25th of February the general as- 
sembly of the Russian sugar manufacturers 
took place. Their society embraces 220 fac- 
tprles out of 27S now existing in the Russian 
empire. There have been several subjects 
discussed of general interest of which I beg 
to mention the following. It is a well known 
fact that the consumption of sugar per cap- 
ita of the population is very insignificant, 
and in order to improve matters in this res- 
pect it was suggested to apply to the govern- 
ment to reduce the taxes on sugar and also 
the normal price. On this occasion it was 
proposed that In view to bring about the 
popularization of sugar with the country 
folk it might be of use to sell it in the liquor 
stores, for which, however, the permission of 
the government must be solicited. To do 
this was resolved upon by the assembly. In 
order to insure a lively sugar export to Per- 
sia the government will be asked to grant 
bounties on the sugar destined for that coun- 
try and besides It was proposed to establish 
commercial agencies in the ports of the Per- 
sian gulf. Last year the question of the 
impure effluvia of the sugar factories was dis- 
cussed and it was decided that the Imperial 
technical society at Kiew should be applied 
to with a view of searching in common with 
said society for a process to purify those ef- 
fiuvia. This however has not led to any sat- 
isfactory result and it has been now decided 
that the society of the sugar fabricants will 
continue themselves the researches in this 
direction and will appoint a special commis- 
sion for that purpose. More thjBLD. anything 
else the question of fighting the animal ene 
mies of the beet is of paramount importance, 
for bugs, caterpillars, etc., almost every year 
destroy a more or less large part of the crop. 
The directorate board of the society there- 
fore proposed to establish an experimental 
entomological station for the purpose of 
studying the insects in question and asked 
for a credit of 16.000 roubles (^about |8,000). 
The assembly gave vent to their sympathy 
with this plan, reserving, however, their dis- 
cussion ior some later time. Finally it was 
proposed to call on the minister of finance to 
change the regulations with regard to the 
contingent with a view of reducing the pro- 
duction of the Russian empire. This propo- 
sition was acceded to. 

The markets bore last week a better aspect 
than for a long time, which is the more re- 
markable, as the week prior to the Easter 



holidays is usually marked by a decided 
standstill of business. This time, however, 
a great amount of activity has been displayed 
and prices almost everywhere advanced In a 
more or less high degree. This rather unex- 
pected improvement is due to better news 
from America, to larger purchases tor Eng- 
land, and to the above mentioned advices 
with regard to the reduction of beet sowings. 
The prices of actual 88 per cent sugar rose in 
Magdeburg to 7.45-7.75 and delivery March 
was quoted at Hamburg M. 6.50 f. o. b. Re- 
fined are unchanged. 

Robert HEiriao. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBKCB.) 

Honolulu, BIabch 30, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The continued rain for the past two weeks 
has peen the principal feature of the sugar 
industry here. Aside from the rainff and the 
closing of the meeting of the planters, the 
week was quiet. 

Though the proceedings of the meeting 
were kept secret, it is said authoritatively 
that the planters have agreed upon a uniform 
scale of wages which will in the future gov- 
ern all dealings with labor. It was agreed 
also to pay the personal or poll tax of five 
dollars per head for the Po^to Ricans who 
remained upon the plantations to which they 
were assigned upon their arrival here. Bf 
this means the fact will be Impressed upon 
them, that their employers do not counten- 
ance the constant shifting from one plantSr 
tlon to another. T^e Hawaiian government 
imposes a five dollar tax upon every male 
inhd.bitant between the ages of twenty and 
sixty, and in the past the planters stood good 
for ail their employes. The authorities had 
a right to arrest and imprison anyone who 
did not pay the tax, but this policy is no 
longer permitted under the United States 
government, and the assessors will have a 
hard time collecting the tax from the Chin- 
ese, Japanese and Borto Rican laborers on 
the plantations. Unless the plantation man- 
agers assist in the work the collection of the 
tax will be well nigh impossible. 

The Board of E2qualization is now at work 
placing the estimates upon sugar properties 
for the coming year. It is reported by the 
assessors that the valuation of property will 
show a slight decrease for the year because 
of the heavy storms or freshets, and the pro- 
longed droughts on the island of Hawaii. 
These two things will cut off considerable in 
the assessment valuation, which taken to- 
gether with the depreciated price of raw su- 
gar, will make the total valuation for the is- 
lands somewhat less. 

The stockholders of the Kona Sugar Com.- 
pany have applied for another receiver for 
their property before Judge Edings of the 
Kona Circuit Court The first suit was dis- 
missed because the man appointed by Judge 
Humphreys as receiver, was unable to get 
the funds necessary for the carrying on of 
the work. It is expected that M. F. Scott 
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of Kona will be appointed, and tiie capital 
required to successfully float the plantation 
has been promised him by Honolulu capital- 
ists. It is now stated that there will be little 
trouble in starting the mill, and operating 
the railroad, and the laborers are still upon 
the plantation ready to go to work. The 
crop which is to be harvested immediately 
will, it is said, net about $150,000, and the 
plantation will soon be upon its feet again. 

Few sales upon the stock excnange have 
been reported for the week, but stocks that 
have been sold obtained slightly increased 
figures. People here are apparently unwill- 
ing to let go their stocks at the present 
prices, and though there is plenty of money 
for investment, the men who hold the stocks 
will not sell them. 

The annual meeting of the McBryde Sugar 
Company was held yesterday but action was 
postponed upon the proposed issue of $750, 
000 in bonds for the purpose of making im- 
provements. The estimate of the 1903 yield 
as made by the manager is 15,000 tons. Man- 
ager Stodart says: 

•The past year has been noteworthy in two 
respects, we have had exceptionally abund- 
ant rains well distributed throughout the 
year, and the weather conditions generally 
have been favorable. On the other hand lar 
bor conditions, until late in the year, were 
at their worst. 

"The storm water we were able to save 
with the reservoir capacity then completed, 
reduced tlie pumping to a period of less than 
three months. 

"To offset this saving came abnormal Isr 
bor conditions which fell with peculiar force 
on this plantation. Among the group of new 
plantations started after annexation had be- 
come assured, the McBryde Sugar Company 
was abou^t the last to incorporate, and had 
developed, but a small part of its permanent 
improvensents when the pinch in labor came. 
Prices of onaterial and supplies also advanced 
excessively. The rest of the development 
work had to go forward under these handi- 
caps, and the demand for labor for this 
work reacted on the labor engaged in run- 
ning the plantation resulting in an abnor- 
mal outlay for operating expenses as well as 
for permanent improvements. Later In the 
year, owing to a better understanding be- 
tween the plantations on the labor question, 
and other causes, I have been able to cut 
down our expenses very considerably, and 
there is room for still further material re- 
ductions this year. 

"By far the greater portion of our perma- 
nent improvement work has been completed 
and what remains can be undertaken at our 
leisure." 

He gives also a long description of the 
permanent improvements made this year and 
he concludes the report as follows: 

"With additional crystalizers and an ade- 
quate pump for the crystalizers and a few 
minor changes in the plant, suggested from 
observing it in operation, we will be able, in 
my judgment, to extract as much sugar from 
our cane, and manufacture it as economically 
as any mill in the country. 

"Our ability to charter vessels direct to 
the coast from Eleele with sugar, and from 
the coast and elsewhere to Eleele with sup- 
plies and coal, and to do it at Honolulu prices 
is now firmly established. Charters on the 
above lines are freely offered, particularly by 
those who have already sent vessels to 
Eleele. 



"This plantation has been an expensive 
one to start, but it ought to be an economical 
one to run. Aside from labor troubles, re- 
ferred to above, it was not a plantation 
equipped from the start with availiU)le 
cleared land in abundance, and a present war 
ter^suiq;>ly for an immediate crop of large 
proportions which would insure a generous 
income from the beginning. It has been 
built up slowly. We have created our water 
supply mainly by the slow and laborious 
method of making reservoirs. Our policy 
has been to construct reservoirs rather than 
install pumps. This has taken time and has 
deprived us of immediate income perhaps, 
but our reservoirs, once constructed, are rap- 
idly demonstrating the enduring economy of 
such a water system, a fact that will become 
more and more apparent as time goes on. 

"Again, the company bought the greater 
portion of its lands outright, which called 
for at least a million dollars more of immed- 
iate capital than would have been required if 
it had sought merely to lease its lands,^ but 
this once done and the lands paid for, we are 
emanci(pated for all time from heavy rents 
and from the necessity of creating a sinking 
fund to meet a depreciating lease and the 
improvements put thereon. 

"With merely a nominal rent to pay (what 
we pay is largely offset by what we collect) , 
with light pumping bills, with direct trans- 
portation to and from the Coast at Honolulu 
rates and our own railway from the mill at 
the harbor, with good and substantial cane 
lands and favorable environments for labor, 
I see no reason why we should not be able to 
secure a reasonable return on the investment 
even with low prices for sugars." 



Barbados. 

The rainfall for March to date in our dis- 
trict, one inch, 28 parts, may be taken as 
the average total of drizzles too light for 
accurate measurement, and too few and far 
between to be of benefit. Only 93 parts can 
be credited to the fortnight A dry January, 
a drier February, and now a driest March 
are culminating into a positive drought, and 
rain is to be devoutly prayed for to revive 
the young canes that are now showing un- 
mistakable signs of suffering, and must, un- 
less soon refreshed by moisture, wither, 
shrivel and die in the parched earth. 

It is astonishing to witness, however, the 
brave endurance of the cane plant, and its re- 
markable resisting power to drought when 
once firmly rooted and established by the 
early rains, — audits swiftness to revive with 
the advent of refreshing moisture. No other 
tjlant, not even the hardy sweet potato, or 
hardier sour grass, possesses such resisting 
power as may be easily seen by comparing 
their russet with the great square fields of 
young canes which make valley and hill- 
side green despite the continued drought. 
But the critical planter requires regularity 
in his fields, and cannot be satisfied with 
landscape appearances. There are far too 
many dead holes now to be supplied which 
must bide their time until the much-needed 
two inches of rain water moistens the parch- 
ed and thirsty earth. 

Nor has the weather been too favorable 
to the reaper. The fitful and uncertain breeze 
whi«h has now replaced the brisk trade 
winds of February, has kept wind-mills too 



much across, tantalizing the planter and 
stopping the merry-go-round that keeps the 
reaper busy and replenishes his pocket with 
his well-earned weekly wages. Nor is this 
all, for grinding that drips where it ought to 
pour cane juice, results in inferior sugar — a 
matter of immense importance in these pol- 
ariscopic and low-priced days. But there is 
a good time coming we are told when otr 
faithful old wind-mills will be relegated to 
the well-earned rest of the obsolete. Resto- 
ration of credit cannot fail to procure capi- 
tal for the erection of improved machinery 
which will make us independent of wind, 
but it is well for us that in all these dark 
years of destitution we possessed the kind of 
machinery necessary to turn out refining 
grades of sugar for the American refiners 
and molasses for the Maritime Provinces. ' 
Therefore, we cannot quarrel with the bridge 
over which we have traveled during our long 
and weary pilgrimage to that land of Prom- 
ise, an honest market, where neithet* Bounty 
nor Kartel, nor a false free trader joined in 
unholy union with grasping protection, are 
tolerated. But now that this land of unselfish- 
ness is in sight and sugar is promised free- 
dom to oscillate only with the ups and downs 
of supply and demand we shall be obliged to 
adapt ourselves to new conditions. It is a 
matter of congratulation therefore that we 
have not over-multiplied those plants of 
steam machinery which now dot this island, 
not big enough for factories but all too big 
for their present purpose. The island with 
its inexhaustible sugar soil may truly be said 
to be virgin to the scientific engineer— a 
clear slate on which we trust his bedt will 
be written without a blunder. We must 
march with the times, but must take care 
that our "New Sugar Making" device is the 
best of its time. The "Century Sugar Ap- 
paratus" to which we referred In our if^sue 
of the 17th inst, and of which the Louisiana 
PliANTEB reports favorably, deserves special 
attention. "Its virtues are said to consist 
in the fact that it will make sugar — crystal- 
lize the juice— aX a cost of twenty-five cents 
per ton of cane, as against the present cost 
of $1.25 per ton — ^while the total equipment 
will cost only |25,000 as against $125,000, 
the cost of an equipment to produce the same 
effect under the present plan in use." 

The principle of this device seems to de- 
pend on perfect circulation through tubes 
and overflow pipes in open kettles, and may 
perhaps be readily adaptable to our existing 
processes. 

As His Excellency the Governor told us 
on opening the legislative session of 1902-3, 
"central factories are of vital importance to 
Barbados," but we agree with him that it is 
best **to proceed tentatively and to see by the 
establishment of a pioneer factory whether 
the favorable results which are confidently 
anticipated, are likely to be fully realized." 
They will be realized, we affirm, if the pro- 
duct is sold in a fair market, and the factory 
itself is of the best modem device. — Agriouh 
tural Reporter, March 29. 
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Beet Sugar Notes. 

For the season of 1902 the beet sugar fac- 
tory ^t Oxnard, Cal., has more than 17,000 
acres of beets pledged, a great deal of which 
has already been planted. The factory re- 
cently acquired Rancho Las Pasas, where 
beets of a very high sugar content have pre- 
viously been grown, none of the experiments 
failing to show a sucrose content below 19 
per cent, and high expectations are had of 
this season's yield from the ranch. Thin- 
ning has been in order . for several weeks 
at Oxnard on those fields planted before the 
rains. The sugar campaign at this factory 
will probably start the last week in July. 
The heavy rains experienced in Ventura 
county the latter part of February, and sup- 
plemented by light showers in March, are 
reported by the Oxnard Sun to have put the 
ground in better condition for the beet crop 
than it has been for years, so that a record 
breaking crop of sugar beets is looked for. 

Messrs. Ruiz and Espinosa, of Ventura, 
Cal., have invented a small device which 
they call a beet hoe. This is made of steel 
and is fastened to the hand by means of a 
strap around the wrist, which gives free 
dom to the fingers. This hoe is used for 
thinning and hoeing the beets. 

News from Salinas, Cal., is to the effect 
that a larger acreage of beets will be plant- 
ed there than la$t year. The storms ex- 
perienced early in March and late in Febru- 
ary have been found to have benefited the 
crop prospects in the Salinas Valley to quite 
an extent. It is stated that about 200 acres 
of beets will be planted in the King City 
district, 750 in .the Soledad district, with 
large plantings in the Gonzales and Spence 
districts and a big increase in the Santa 
Clara and San Juan valleys. In the Pajaro 
valley and the Castrovllle district the acre- 
age planted will not exceed last year'a The 
present conditions promise an enormous 
crop for the coming campaign, and it is an- 
ticipated that not only the big 3,000 ton 
Salinas factory, but also the 1,000 ton Wat- 
sonville plant will have to run in order to 
handle the enormous output from the beet 
fields. 

The Rancho Santa Clara del Norte, in Ven- 
tura county, Cal., has been purchased by 
an English syndicate from Leopoldo Schlap- 
pa Pietra for |1,113,880. The property was 
first deeded to B. L. Temple, who in turn 
transferred it to the California Fruit and 
Farming Company, Ltd., of Manchester, 
England. The ranch comprises 7,000 acres 
of the richest land in the county, and part 
of it will be utilized in sugar beet culture. 
In this transaction a transfer of 55 per cent 
of the stock of the Santa Clara Water & 
Irrigating Company was also included. This 
is considered one of the best irrigating sys- 
tems in Ventura county. 

The Alamitos factory will have 7,000 acre? 
of beets this year, which will exceed the 
planting of any previous year of the factory 
except one. 

News from San Jose, Ca!., is to the effect 
that the Lick Mill, near Alviso, has been 
turned into a distillery by the Union Dis- 
tilling Company, which will make brandy 
from beet sugar refuse. 

The Union Sugar Company, of Betteravia, 
Cal, commenced beet planting this year in 
January, which will brin^ its sugar making 
season several months earlier, the factory 
expecting this year to begin in July, instead 
of September as previously. 

The Chino, Cal., factory will have from 
100,000 to 120,000 tons of beets to handle 
this coming season. 



California is the possessor of eight sugar 
factories, varying in capacity from 500 to 
3,000 tons. The largest is the Spreckels 
Sugar Company's plant, with a capacity of 
3,000 tons daily, then comes the American 
Beet Sugar Company's factory at Oxnard, 
with a capacity of 2,000 tons daily, followed 
by the Spreckels plant at Watsonville, with 
a thousand ton capacity. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders 
of the American Beet Sugar Company, held 
April 1, in Jersey City, Messrs. W. Bayard 
Cutting, R. F. Cutting, Hy. Oxnard,, J. G. 
Oxnard, J. O. Hamilton, Dumont Clarke, 
George F. Peabody, Edwin M. Bulkley, Kal- 
man Haas, Robt. Oxnard, and J. A. Murray 
were elected directors. 

The beet sugar factory at Lyons, N. Y.. 
is reported as offering |5 per ton for beetb 
whether the state bounty is paid or not It 
is reported that this plant is having diffi- 
culty in securing a competent beet supply 
On March 24 the Empire State Sugar Com- 
pany's plant at Lyons was reported to have 
been advertised for sale at the court-house 
by N. D. Lapham. referee, on April 12, pur- 
suant to judgment of foreclosure and sale 
granted Wm. P. and Frederick P. Collins. 
It Is stated that possibly a reorganization 
may be effected before the date of sale, and 
the obligations paid. 

The Binghampton, N. Y., factory will have 
about 800 acres of beets in Livingston coun- 
ty this year, doubling last year's acreage 
there. Five dollars a ton is to be paid for 
beets by this factory. Last year the plant 
received 23.460 tons of beets, from which 
were manufactured 3.987,927 pounds of white 
sugar, 46,181 pounds of brown sugar and 
25,000 gallons of molasses. 

The American Beet Sugar Company ex- 
pects this year to operate the sugar factory 
at Grand Island, Nebraska, which has re- 
mained idle for several seasons. The com- 
pany has canvassers out soliciting beets, and 
it is reported that a larger acreage will be 
planted in beets In Nebraska than ever be- 
fore. 

The Saginaw, Mich., Courier-Herald re- 
ports Mr. W. L. Churchill, of the Bay City 
Sugar Company, as B&ying that there was 
absolutely no probability of the sugar trust 
acquiring control of the company with which 
he is connected. 

The Caro, Mich., factory will have 1,000 
acres of beets raised in Tuscola county by 
Mr. F. Zagelmeier, who is in partnership 
with Mr. S. O. Burgdorf, the latter intending 
to raise another thousand acres of beets 
around Monroe and Wyandotte for the Ro- 
chester sugar plant. 

The German-American Beet Sugar Com- 
pany, whose campaign at Bay City was 
greatly delayed by the non-completion of 
their factory, finished sli<rtng beets April* 
2. Warm weather caused the loss of sev- 
eral thousand tons of beets at the factory, 
which are being taken away by the farm- 
ers, who will utilize them for fertiliizing 
their lands. The plant sliced in all 6,375 
tons of beets. 

The dispute between the Marine Sugar 
Company and Mr. Colwell, the contractor 
has been settled by the company promising 
to pay Mr. Colwell $42,500, while he is to 
pay all claims against the comtpany on ac- 
count of his contract. Mr. Colwell also 
turns over to the company all his stock, 
amounting to about $10,000. 

The residents of Alma, Mich., are object- 
ing to the odor of the accumulated beet 
refuse at the Alma sugar factory. 

Two school teachers of Owosso, Mich., 
Messrs. L. and W. L. McDiarmid, are going 
to devote their summer to the raising of su- 



gar beets and will employ forty young men 
from the Owosso High School in their fields. 
They . agree to jMiy these boys |1.50 per day 
and the latter agree to stay all summer. 

The Port Austin, Mich., Sugar Company 
will send a pamphlet on beet planting and 
cultivating to everyone contracting with the 
company to raise beets. 

W. H. Gilbert, of Lansing, Mich., recently 
marketed his pulp fattened sheep. They 
averaged 100 pounds weight and brought 
over 16.50 per hundred. 

The Macomb Sugar Company has been 
offering to assist those farmers needing la- 
bor in their beet fields in getting the nec- 
essary help. 

The Valley Sugar Company has contracted 
for nearly 7,000 acres of beets for next sea- 
son. These beets will come from eleven 
counties in the BteLte of Michigan. 

The Alma factory has about 9,000 acres 
of beets contracted for the coming cam- 
paign. 

The Saginaw Sugar Company is reported 
to have about 7,000 acres of beets promised. 

It is stated that the Marine City Sugar 
factory is having a hard time getting beet 
acreage. 

The sugar factory at Kalamazoo, Mich., 
will, in the future, only give beet pulp to 
their contract growers of beets. All the Bur- 
plus pulp will be sold to a firjn that will 
sell it to dairymen, fruit growers, etc 

The St Louis Sugar Company, of 8t 
Louis, Mich., has given bonds to have its 
new sugar factory ready for '^ork in eight 
months. The company has purchased beet 
seed for 4,000 acres and has agents at work 
soliciting acreage. 

During the past season the Hay City Su- 
gar Company received beets from 2,000 con- 
tractors, who had under cultlwation 7,S40 
acres of land. 

The Lansing Sugar Company will use no 
Canadian grown beets next seas, on, but will 
consume beets grown from the 7,000 acres 
of land under contract with the company. 

Mr. Charles W. Nichols of Lansing, Mich., 
has in his law library a book containing 
a record of the case of Samuel D. Hasey vs. 
The White Pigeon Beet Sugar Company, of 
Michigan. This suit was brought up in 1840 
and was for a note of $13. Judgment was 
obtained and was affirmed by the Supreme 
Court in 1843, Judge Alpheus Pilch, after- 
wards governor of the state, writing the 
opinion. 

The Wolverine Sugar factory of Benton 
Harbor, Mich., has been bought by Messrs. 
E. H. Dyer & Co., of Cleveland, Ohio, who 
had a mortgage of $114,000 on the plant 
This factory will be removed from Michigan 
and erected in Berlin, Ontario, where it will 
have a crop of 5,000 acres of beets to handle 
this coming season. 

The Japanese government has sent Mr. 
Hauji Shimotome, an instructor in the tech 
nical institute of the University of Tokio, 
to America to study beet sugar and petro- 
leum. Mr. Shimotome is at present at the 
University of Michigan studying sugar chem- 
istry. 

The Central Michigan Beet Growers' As 
sociation called a meeting for April 5, t- 
elect a successor to Mr. I. D. Suydam, who 
resigned from the presidency. 

The Macomb Sugar Company, of Mt. Cle- 
mens, Mich., has just invested $2,000 In im- 
plements for its beet fields. 

Bay City, Mich., was recently visited by 
Col. G. B. Carlisle, of St Catharines, Onta- 
rio, in the interest of the beet sugar indus- 
try in his locality. 
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Fuel Oil in Bagasse Furnaces. 

CMeetlng bC the Loalslaoa Sugar PlanteiV Assbola- 
tlon, Tboraday, Aprn 10th, 1808.) 

The meeting was called to order at 8 
o'clock, Judge Rost in the chair, Secretary 
DykTers at his desk, and a large attendance of 
members and others. 

After the usual routine business the chair 
declared that the next business in order was 
the election of new members. The following 
candidates for membership were announced, 
and were, upon motion, elected by acclama- 
tion, to- wit: Meyer Lemann of Donaldson- 
vllle, J. H. McArdle of New Orleans, Col. A. 
R. Blakely of New Orleans, P. Mclntyre, 
Thomas Sloo, P. Campbell. 

The next business was declared by the 
Chair to be the discussion of the topic select- 
ed for the present meeting: "Fuel Oil in Ba- 
gasse Furnaces." Only one paper wa& sub- 
mitted on the subject, by Mr. James Fisher, 
and which was read by the secretary. There- 
upon, the thanks of the association were 
tendered to Mr. Fisher, and his paper ordered 
printed as part of the proceedings of this 
meeting. Mr. Fisher's paper was published 
in full in our last issue. 

The Chair: This is the only paper that 
has been sent in on the subject selected for 
discussion this evening, and the topic is now 
open to discussion. If there is any gentle- 
man here who has had experience in com- 
bining oil and bagasse as fuel, we should be 
glad to hear from him. 

Mr. McCall: Is Mr. Fisher here? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: Please come forward, Mr. 
Fisher, as the gentlemen present may wish 
to ask you some questions. 

Col. Zenor: He'll be the king-Fisher to- 
night. 

Mr. McCall : Mr. Fisher, do you introduce 
oil under the bagasse, or through it? 

Mr. Fisher: Directly among the scattered 



Mr. McCall: Do you pass it up through 
the grate bars? 

Mr. Fisher: We have the, burners located 
opposite what we call the "scatterers." It is 
a patent distributiAg burner which covers 
the whole grate surface with bagasse. We 
have burners on each side, so that the flames 
get among the scattered bagasse, and in the 
front We have four oil burners, about near 
the top of what we call the *'flre doors." so 
the oil is right among the scattered bagasse 
as it is falling on the grate, all the time. 

The Chair: You mention that for 800 tons 
a day, you use only 70 barrels of oil? 

Mr. Fisher: There were two tests made; 
that was above what we used. 

The Chair: It is more than would be 
used on the average? 

Mr. Fisher: I don't know about the aver- 
age, but for 800 tons of cane that was more 
oil than we used. 

The Chair: That is to say, the mill would 
grind 800 tons in 24 hours, and your oil 
would never exceed 70 barrels? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: What was the type of boiler? 

Mr. Fisher: A 72-inch boiler, with 6-incn 
return tubes, two in each battery, twenty 
feet long. 

The Chair: They were fixed in nests of 
two? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Henry McCall : That seems very econ- 
omical. 

Mr. Fisher: The St. Louis people put up 
this sugarhouse at a cost of four hundred 
thousand dollars altogether, with ail new and 
modem machinery. When they gave me the 
first order, it was for four bagasse burners, 
eight boilers for four bagasse burners; and 
two batteries were to be equipped as coal 



boilers, so that, in case there should be a 
failure or we couldn't get oil enough, we 
would be supplied with coal, and be prepared 
for emergencies. A month or so after that, 
they asked me if I would take a second order, 
and would guarantee to bum oil and bagasse 
together, if they would equip the other two 
as bagasse burners, and dispense with the 
coal fronts they had ordered from St. Louis, 
put our fronts in, and make the whole six 
batteries of twelve boilers bagasse burners. 
They were flrm believers, all along, that they 
could use oil successfully. So they gave me 
the second order a month and a half after 
the first, discarding the coal fronts they had 
made by John Roane & Sons, and installed 
the whole plant with bagasse burners. 

The Chair: Six nests ot two each? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: And kept no coal boilers at 
all? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; nor wood. 

The Chair: Could these boilers be used 
with oil alone, and without bagasse? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. When the mills 
were stopped, we used oil in the same fur- 
nace, without any alteration whatever. If 
we stopped the mills, five minutes afterwards 
we could use the same boilers for oil alone. 

The Chair: The bagasse fuel didn't re- 
quire any special arrangement or burners? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir. 

The Chair: They were arranged origin- 
ally for oil or bagasse? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; oil or bagasse. 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux: How many burners 
did you use in each boiler? 

Mr. Fisher: Six. 

Mr. Comeaux: To each boiler? 

Mr. Fisher: No; three on each side; six 
burners to two boilers. 

The Chair: It required, then, 36 burners? 
You had 36 burners for the full set? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Comeaux: Did you have to change the 
distance of your bars from the burners? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; just as we equip 
them in Louisiana. 

Mr. Henry McCall: Just as you would 
equip them for coal or wood? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; the same as Mr. Le- • 
gendre's are, on Ashton. He can use oil 
without any change whatever. 

A Member : You had a space between each 
battery? 

Mr. Fisher: There were two side walls, 
and the burners went right in the walls. Be- 
tween the furnace walls, it is 13 feet across. 

The Chair: I would ask you whether, to 
start a fire, some special arrangement was 
not necessary. Wouldn't you have to have 
an auxiliary boiler to get the steam to start 
with? 

Mr. Fisher: We had a small boiler, yes, 
sir. 

The Chair: An ordinary donkey boiler? 

Mr. F^isher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: That furnished the steam to 
start? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; if any of the boilers 
had been allowed to cool down, we started 
with the donkey engine. 

The Chair: But these steam jets were 
furnished afterwards by the boilers them- 
selves? 

Mr. Fisher: We shut off the donkey as 
soon as we got steam enough to operate one 
battery, and from that all the boilers were 
operated. We had no trouble with the plant, 
never had to stop it that I know of. Had it 
been a failure, they would have been in a 
very bad fix, because railroads were busy 
hauling rice and oil, and it was almost im- 
possible to get a car, and the house would 
have had to shut down. Therefore, they 
took a big risk, under the conditions. 



The Chair: What Ume did they begin 
their work« and how long did it last? 

Mr. Fisher: They ran with oil about t)ie 
15th of November. They started, I think it 
was two batteries, bagasse burners with oil. 
But they didn't run their mills until nearly 
the 1st of December. They were late with 
their plant on account of strikes and trouble 
in getting their machinery, and waiting for 
their water pum«p. That delayed them 16 or 
18 days; the water pump to supply the sugar- 
house with water from the lake. But we 
tried it two weeks before we started, and we 
never had any trouble in using oil as fuel, 
either alone or with bagasse. I presume you 
have all seen the recommendations from the 
Lakeside people; they were published. The 
machinery was accepted fifteen days after we 
started, in every manner, shape, and form. 

The Chair: You stated, if I understood 
you aright, that you could use oil in burners 
such as you placed at Ashton for Mr. Le- 
gendre? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: My impression was that you 
had to change your bars, and put up some 
kind of brickwork. 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir^ none whatever. All 
burners were placed the same way. That is, 
we put up one battery here, and whenever 
else we would put them up, they would all 
be the same way. 

A Member: How do you start your fire, 
with bagasse or oil? 

Mr. Fisher: With oil and a little wood. 

Same Member: Start it with oil? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. Two minutes after 
you stopped the mill, you could go on with 
oil. ^ 

Same Member: Was it necessary to cover 
your grate bars? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir. 

Mr. Henry McCall : You can start with oil, 
and then use your bagasse after you have 
.your oil burning properly? 

Mr. Fisher: That's the way we run them; 
yes, sir. 

The Chair: The point is whether the fur- 
nace can be left as it was originally, and the 
burners introduced, or whether they require 
a change in the bar surface, either covering 
OT removing them? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; we never made any 
change; we ran them as they were put in. 

The Chair: The same as the furnace was 
fixed for coal? 

Mr. Fisher: For bagasse, yes, sir. 

Mr. Becnel: I saw one of the ordinary 
burners last winter, fixed for dropping on 
grate bars, and they had it equipped for 
burning oil, and they burned bagasse and oil 
very successfully, without any change at all. 

The Chair: Where were the burners 
placed? 

Mr. Becnel: As near as I can recollect, 
there was a jet between each pile of bagasse, 
and one jet immediately in front of the pile. 

A Member: Do you use your blower? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; but we run it very 
slowly. 

The Chair: You find the blower is not 
necessary? 

Mr. Fisher: It is necessary, but we run 
it very slowly; otherwise, our bars would 
probably get too hot, using oil alone. It is 
necessary to use the blower, but we run it 
very slowly. 

The Chair: Can you give us any idea as 
to the proportion of oil used, whether there 
was twice the quantity where there was no 
bagasse as where there was? 

Mr. Fisher: Well, using oil alone we used 
the four front burners to operate the two 
boilers; and when we used bagasse we used 
the two side burners, and shut off the front 
altogether. It wasn't necessary. 
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Mr. Soniat: Same pressure? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Becnel : I understand yon ran your oil 
' flames at right angles to the bagasse? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: How far above the grate sur- 
face were these burners on the side? 

Mr. Fisher: About two feet the side 
burners were from the top of tiie grate to 
the center of the oil burners, or half way 
up the front. 

The Chair: And you had a mass of ba- 
gasse two feet deep? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; we never carried 
that much bagasse. We never had it over 14 
or 15 inches deep in our furnace, unless we 
cj-owded it, because it burned very rapidly 
in the distributing burners. We didn't have 
accutnulating piles like you have with the 
hopper system. 

The Chair: Please explain, if your burner 
is two feet above the grate surface, what It 
is that makes the bagasse bum in those two 
feet? 

Mr. Fisher: Your flame is among the scat- 
tered bagasse. Your flames must meet right 
among it We used the side burners when 
using bagasse; and we used the front ones 
when the mill stopped. 

The Chair: When the mill stopped, you 
used all the burners? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; only the front ones. 
■ The Chair: Were these burners auto- 
matic and self-regulating, or what? 

Mr. Fisher: They were furnished by the 
National Supply Co., with a wheel, and were 
not automatic. 

The Chair: I understand that when you 
wanted to diminish the flow of oil, you shut*^ 
down two of the burners, and used the side 
burners only? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; when we had 
enough bagasse, it was not necessary; we 
put the others out, then. 

Mr. McCall: You get six burners on each 
nest of two? 

Mr. Fisher: Two burners to each boiler, 
and one on each side; that is, on the side 
walls, the division between the walls. 

Mr. McCall: Two in front of each boiler, 
and one on each side? 

Mr. Fisher: Six altogether. 

Mr. McCall: Are these boilers something 
like Walton's? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; practically the same 
thing, only built by Roane. 

Mr. McCall: And your burners were 
about half-way between the boiler and the 
grate bar? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

Mr. McCall: Mr. President, Mr. Fisher 
claims that by his system he never gets an7 
piles; the bagasse is in a sort of spray or 
shower, and becomes ignited. 

The Chair: I have seen the burner in op- 
eration, and have noticed the absence of 
piles; but what I was trying to get explained 
Is why the burners were so high above the 
grate, unless it was supposed that the ba- 
gasse would blaze and bum while falling 
to the grate. 

Mr. Fisher: It was to come into contact 
with the scattei:ed bagasse as it is thrown by 
the scatterers. 

Mr. Becnel: At that height, does the 
flame strike the shell of the boiler at all? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; it's about two feet 
between the boiler and the grate bar. The 
two flames must come together. 

Mr. Becnel: Well, about how much room 
have you from the top of the flame to the 
bottom of the boiler? 

Mr. Fisher: About two feet; it would 
come across like this (illustrating). The 
flame doesn't touch the bottom of the boiler; 
it spreads V-shaped, going underneath; you 



know how all these boilers work. v 

. Mr. McCall: In these ordinary coal fur- 
naces, where they have adopted oil, they 
have a baffle wall so that the flame from the 
oil does not hit it, but goes through the baffle 
wall. 

, Mr. Fisher: Yes, it is a sort of chequered 
work. 

Mr. McCall: But can you use that in a 
bagasse burner? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; that only does where 
you use oil alone. We didn't have it at Lake- 
side at all. It was satisfactory to us, and we 
let it alone as it was. 

Mr. Dugas: You say you burned about 70 
barrels for 800 tons? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dugas: And how much coal? 

Mr. Fisher: No coal or wood at all. We 
couldn't get it for any price. No coal or 
wood had been provided for the plant at all; 
it was to run on oil and bagasse. That's why 
those St. Louis people undertook to build 
such a large house, because oil was flrst dis- 
covered in January, and they adopted that 
system. I suppose if t^ey had to get wood 
and coal for it, they wouldn't have put it up, 
because it would be too expensive; there is 
no woodland there at all. We depend entire- 
ly on oil and bagasse. It Is a thousand-ton 
house, put up by St Louis people; a steel 
building, costing in the neighborhood of 
1400,000 for the whole plant. 

The Chair: Can you say what make of 
burner was used? 

Mr. Fisher: The National Engineering 
Supply Co., of Chicago, furnished the bum- 
ers. 

Mr. R. J. McQuiston: Mr. President, I 
came in a little late. Are you in the discus- 
sion now? 

The Chair: We are now discussing the 
subject, and several questions have been 
a^ked Mr. Fisher In connection with a paper 
submitted by him, and which has been read 
to the meeting. 

Mr. McQuiston: Then you haven't reached 
the general discussion? 

The Chair: Yes, sir; and we would be 
glad to hear from you. 

Mr. McQuiston: Well, I saw Mr. M. Bil- 
'leaud at Broussard to-day, and he wished me 
to express his regret that he couldn't be here. 
I believe your secretary asked him for infor- 
mation regarding the burning of fuel oil and 
bagasse last season; and he said he had ne- 
glected to give him any information what- 
ever, and he wanted me to say that he was 
much pleased and entirely satlsfled with his 
experience in the burning of oil and bagasse 
at the same time, or alternately, as he saw 
flt. He asked me to go and see how he was 
doing it, so I could explain it; but I looked 
at my watch and saw I had twenty minutes 
to drive two miles and catch a train, and so 
it was a very brief inspection. He burns* his 
bagasse in a separate flre-box from where he 
bums his oil. The flame goes lU) over an 
arch where he has his oil running through. 

The Chair: Did you notice how the burn- 
ers were disposed, and how many were in 
each furnace 

Mr. McQuiston: There was more than one 
in each furnace. He told me he sometimes 
shut off one or two, or whatever was neces- 
sary in order ro get the heat desired; and 
they went in near the top of the arch. I 
think a man would have to stoop to get in 
the arch; and the burners went in near the 
top of it. 

The Chair: Did you notice, or were you 
told, how much cane was ground in 24 hours, 
and how much oil was used? 

Mr. McQuiston: No, sir; he didn't tell me 
that; didn't give me any of those flgures at 
all. . 



The Chair: Are you informed wh^her 
this was used through the whole cropr 

Mr. McQuiston: Yes, sir; I understand 
so. 

Mr. Henry McCall: How big a plant is it? 

Mr. McQuiston: I think he grinds j;^r- 
haps 800 or 900 tons a day. 

Mr. Fisher: We found that the more cane 
we ground and the more bagasse we had, the 
less oil we used. It is supposed to be an 
1100 or 1200 ton plant; and I was told that 
after I left there, they got it up to almost 
that limit, and they could almost shut off the 
oil altogether. Mr. Lamb, the gentleman in 
charge, told me that: that they practically 
ran without oil. / 

The Chair: Do you remember what head 
of steam they had? 

Mr. Fisher: 95 pounds; not a variation 
of two pounds. We ran two nine-foot pans. 

The Cl^air: Double effects? 

Mr. Fisher: Triple effects. We had the 
latest modem machinery all the time. The 
biggest trouble we had was getting them ac 
quainted with the oir'bumers, so as not to 
use so many of them when we had bagasse. 
The water tenders had trouble keeping water 
in the boilers, the evaporation was so great 
In fact, I was called out of bed several times, 
at nig^t, to come and regulate the feed 
gauge. 

The Chair: I wanted to ask whether the 
regulating of these burners did not require 
special attention. 

Mr. Fisher: They got acquainted with 
thpm in two or three days, and had no trou- 
ble after that. Of course, being a little green 
at flrst, they were a little bothered; but 
afterwards they had no trouble. We opw- 
ated the plant with* one handy man, the fire- 
man, two common negro laborers, one water 
tender, and one man at the carrier. The ca^ 
rier was 160 feet long. That is flve men we 
used. 

The Chair: And ran all the furnaces? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; and half the time 
they had nothing to do. We could have run 
with one man less, but we kept that many 
on hand, because it was a new plant, and we 
would always have sufficient help to remedy 
ansrthing that migbt happen. 

The Chair: The Chair will call upon Mr. 
Frazier, of Fairbanks & Co., who are in that 
line of business. We would like to bear 
what he has to say with reference to burning 
oil and bagasse. 

Mr. J. O. Frazier: I have had no experi- 
ence at all. I have only seen one or two 
burners at work, last grinding season, and 
had no experience at all. 

The Chair: You didn't see furnaces where 
the two fuels weie burned? 

Mr. Frazier: I saw one or two last year; 
one at Lillaa planiatlon. 

The Chair: l^lease te^i us what yo*i saw 
of it 

Mr. Frazier: I only saw that they were 
injecting oil immediately against the pile of 
bagasse, and it wouldn't burn very nicely. 
The two didn't seem to bum well when they 
were in close contact The oil seemed to 
make a smear against the bagasse*, and didn't 
bum well. 

The Chair: Did you notice whether the 
bagasse came from a hopper? 

Mr. Frazier: They were ovens, yes, sir. 
The oil was injected against the pile of ba- 
gasse, and it looked to me as if the burner 
should be between the piles. That's all I 
saw in that connection. 

Mr. Fisher: We made one or two tests at 
Lakeside. We accumulated a great quantity 
of bagasse, and made all the tests we could. 
We bad plenty of time, plenty of steam, and 
nothing else to do, and so we made several 
tests with piles of bagasse. They put our 
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burners out and gave us a lot of trouble; and 
I know from experience that It is almost im- 
possible to bum bagasse in piles successfully. 
I gained that much information from our 
experience, and I have also seen sevend en- 
gineers in charge of large plants, and they 
told me they couldn't bum with a hopper. 

The Chair: It was said to be successful 
on Mr. Lewis Clarke's place; but I don't 
know whether it was a hopper burner, or 
not. 

Ool. G. G. Zenor: I don't know the ar- 
rangement of Mr. Clarke's bumers, but I 
heard him say that the oil was a wonderful 
improvement in the combustion of bagasse. 
He has a difTusion apparatus, and he erected 
a mill to dry the chips; but he didn't get the 
bagasse as dry as we got it from the cane to 
our mills. He had a good deal of trouble in 
consuming his bagasse, but he told me that 
this year it was a wonderful improvement 

Mr. Becnel: What kind of burner has he? 

Col. Zenor: I don't know. 

Mr. Fisher: It is a Dutch oven with a 
hopper. 

Col. Zenor: That's what he told me: the 
oil was a decided improvement in the con- 
sumption of bagasse, and added considerably 
to the amount of steam he got from the boil- 
ers. There is one thing I will say, not 
know anything about the oil mjrself, but 
from my experience on Riverside. We have 
seven boilers, and we find that we have not 
more than two-thirds enough boiler capacity 
with the bagasse that we get ofP of (say) 
600 tons per day. I think that will be found 
to be a general defect in the erection of boil- 
ers for the burning of bagasse. The trouble 
people fall into is in limiting the boiler ca- 
pacity, when they could make nearly enough 
steam from the bagasse that comes from the 
mill, to make the entire crop. Of the steam 
we make now with these boilers, a large per- 
centage escapes through the valves. If we 
had room enough for the bagasse to spread 
out (it bums much better when spread out 
thinly) I am satisfied it would run at least 
one-third more, if not one-half. It would 
add largely to the steam capacity of the 
house, and save a good deal. It may be that 
we will be so arranged in a year or two that 
we shall want but very little oil for tnat 
punwse. 

Mr. Fisher: If Mr. Weems was here, he 
could speak to ycm about the Dutch ovens. 
I fumished him two hollow blast bars for 
two Dutch oven furnaces using hoppers, on 
Chetwood plantation, and he told me he was 
going to experiment with oil and bagasse. I 
met him afterwards on the train coming back 
from a trip, and asked him how he had made 
out. He said he had abandoned them, be- 
cause they were no good with a hopper. Af- 
terwards I saw his engineer, Mr. Marsh, and 
he said it was a failure, that they took out 
the oil burners, because they couldn't do 
anything with them among the piles of ba- 
gasse, using Dutch ovens. 

Col. Zenor: That's in corroboration of 
what I said. 

The Chair: In other words, your experi- 
ence shows that the bagasse, when piled up, 
will not be helped by the oil; it must be 
scattered? 

. Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. No fuel will bum 
in piles, neither coal, bagasse, or anything 
else. That's not the proper way, although 
we burn it that way in Louisiana. We burn 
it in all shapes, and in many places it seems 
the people think that the bigger the pile the 
better the results. But where you scatter 
the bagasse, you get good results, and need 
very little fuel. 

The Chair: What Col. Zenor says is 
brought out in your description of the Lake- 
side house. You said that when they ran to 
the full capacity, the bagasse gave so much 



steam that you could almost make steam 
without oil. 

Mr. Fifidier: Yes, sir; but they couldn't 
do it with the hopper system. Had they 
adopted that system, the plant would have 
been a complete failure. 

Col. Zenor: I am satisfied if we had boiler 
capacity to let the bagasse fall out thinly, so 
as to be consumed as rapidly as it falls, we 
would have nearly double the capacity. Now, 
as to piling the fuel, there is a great deal in 
that I recollect having a darkey who was a 
first-class fireman, almost an expert He 
. could fire any character of boiler at all. We 
had a small tugboat with a little tubular 
boiler that required a man who understood 
firing; and he had no trouble in keeping up 
steam on the boat with a very small quantity 
of fuel. I had to go out one day, and this 
fireman was sick, and couldn't go, so we got 
one of the old fellows that had been firing 
the coal bumers, as I call them, under our 
sugarhouse boilers. He couldn't make steam 
on the boat to save his life; he would choke 
it up with coal, and consequently no steam 
generated. He simply understood how to 
burn coal, but not how to fire. You can 
choke a fire easily. 

A Member: How do you propose to spread 
the bagasse? 

Col. Zenor: It's very simple. I have no- 
ticed that the bagpasse ignites as soon as it 
comes in contact with heat strong enough. 
We confine the bagasse to seven boilers on 
Riverside, where it ought to be at least ten 
or twelve. We would get double heat if pro- 
perly distributed. 

The Chair: Then Mr. Fisher solves that 
problem by distributing the bagasse evenly 
over the grates? 

Col. Zenor: Yes, sir, 

Mr. Fisher: We spread the bagasse over 
the entire grate. 

The Chair: We have with us Mr. Slanger- 
up, who is perhaps familiar with the burning 
of oil and bagasse. Can you give us any in- 
formation, Mr. Slangerup? 

Mr. Slangerup: I haven't seen any of it 

The Chair: You haven't seen any of these 
furnaces at work? 

Mr. Slangemp: No, sir. 

The Chair: Mr. Becnel, can you tell us 
anything about the combination system? 

Mr. L. A. Becnel: I only saw one set of 
bumers running that way, and they appeared 
to be running very successfully. 

The Chair: We would be glad if you 
would give us the details. If you saw one 
set, that is more than any of us saw. 

Mr. Becnel: They had an old combination 
burner for coal and bagasse. They let the 
bagasse fall into piles, and had a jet between 
each pile. It was run on the same plan as 
described by Col. Zenor, in the sense that he 
divided his bagasse over a large number of 
boilers. There was, comparatively speaking, 
no piling up of the bagasse. 

Mr. Fisher: How could you stop the pil- 
ing up, with hoppers? 

Mr. Becnel: By having a larger number. 

Mr. Fisher: But you still would have a 
little of it? 

Mr. Becnel: Oh, yes; you can't get around 
that 

The Chair: What were the results ob- 
tained? Were they entirely satisfactory? 

Mr. Becnel: Yes, sir; the planter seemed 
thoroughly satisfied. It was at Jdelle Alli- 
ance. 

The Chair: Mr. Legendre, Mr. Fisher 
says that the fumace put up by you could 
be very readily adapted to the burning of oil. 

Mr. Emile Legendre: I am certainly glad 
to hear that.. 

The Chair: Will you tell us how your 
bumers are arranged? 



Mr. Legendre: I think Mr. Fisher can do 
that better than I can. 

The Chair: What we want is information. 
It is stated that as the fumace stands at 
presenl, arranged for coal, it can be used 
for oil without making changes in the walls 
or the grate surface. 

Mr. McCall: Provided the bagasse piles' 
are not too big. ' 

Mr. Becnel: In the bumers I saw, no 
change had been made in the brick work. 
They simply put the other burners in, and 
substituted oil for coal. They were not very 
well fixed for getting supplies of oil, and 
when they ran Ediort, they shut off the oil 
and used coal. 

Mr. Fisher: Didn't they shoot the oil be- 
tween the piles? 

Mr. Becnel: The bumers were under each 
boiler. 

A Member: In erecting a boiler for oil 
only, would you erect it in the same way as 
if constructed for bagasse? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; Just as Mr. August 
Levert's is. 

The Member: Same distance? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir. 

The Member: Doesn't the forced draft 
come in confiict with the draft for oil. 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir. 

The Member: Ht)w about it with bagasse? 

Mr. Fisher: Then you run the blowers 
very slowly; have very little draft. There 
are different ways of arranging it; some 
have it coming in front, and some have it 
behind. Mr. Frazier can telLyou something 
about that. 

A Member: Do you bum bagasse under 
all the boilers? 

Mr. Fisher: Yes, sir; arranged for noth- 
ing but bagasse. 

Col. Zenor: I am satisfied that when you 
have enough boiler capacity you will require 
very little fuel outside of the bagasse. 

The Chair: What do you call the right 
capacity? Here in an 800-ton house with 
1200-horse power boilers. Do you call that 
an average or a full capacity? 

Col. Zenor: Well, 500 tons make more 
bagasse than seven boilers can consume. 
They are ordinary boilers, of average size, 
and 500 tons give largely more fuel than 
they can consume. It is frequently choked 
up, and there is the great trouble. If that 
bagasse was spread over twelve boilers in- 
stead of seven, it would bum much better 
and give more heat; and I believe it would 
be ample to run twelve boilers. 

A Member: How many boilers have you 
in addition to those seven? 

Col. Zenor: Well, we have three coal 
boilers. Seven boilers at the refinery, and 
the mill house is back, and the syrup com^ 
through a pipe. We have three extra boilers 
at the mill house; and when they are run- 
ning they run very well. We just keep a 
little fire in them, in case anything should 
happen to the bagasse boilers. But thes6 
bagasse boilers make more steam than we 
can possibly use, which means grinding the 
cane, running the double effects, all the 
pumps, and everything. 

The Member: Outside of the vacuum 
pan? 

Col. Zenor: Yes, sir; that's the mill 
house; the vacuum pan is at the refinery. 
Even then, there escapes a large amount of 
steam, but it is too far from the refinery to 
utilize the steam. That's what I say, from 
actual experience: if we had as many boil- 
ers as that bagasse would supply, I believe 
we would have enough to run the whole 
thing. 

The Chair: Are there any further ques- 
tions to be asked of Mr. Fisher, or any fur- 
ther statements to be made. Major Gljmn, 
you might tell us of the new patent bumer 
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. you spoke of aa being different from other 
burners. 

Major Glynn: I didnt mention that for 
the purpose of being brought into the discus- 
sion. It was just a little arrangement that a 
neighbor showed me. I suppose the piece 
was about four feet long; about a %-inch 
pipe, with a little steel plug in the end of it, 
a little hole bored in it, about ^ of an inch. 
There was a tee to it, and the pipe was to be 
connected to allow the oil to come in, and a 
little jet of steam behind it. He said the 
whole thing wouldn't cost over fifty cents. 
I was somewhat surprised, because, from the 
inquiries I had made, I was led to believe 
that it was a very expensive arrangement., 

Mr. McCall: Twelve or fourteen dollars 
apiece. 

Major Qlynn: I didn't give the thing as 
much attention as I intend to, later on. If 
I had any idea it would be mentioned to- 
night, I would have been able to give you a 
better description. 

The Chair: What was the object of show- 
ing it to you? Was it to be used? 

M^jor Glynn: Something he was going 
to use, that the sugarmaker at some place 
made for him. They were using the burner 
there successfully, and he sent him the pat- 
tern. He is going to fit up his house with it. 
Mr. Pitcher, and he showed it to me, as a 
neighbor, to give me the use of it if I wanted 
it, too. I didn't pay it much attention, be- 
, cause I expected to come here and get all the 
necessary information; and then, when I 
went back, I would investigate the thing 
more thoroughly. 

Col. Zenor: . The troupe seems to be in 
getting information. It's like the little boy 
at Sunday school. When they got through 
with their lessons, the school teacher asked 
who would like to go to Heaven; and all got 
up except one little urchin. He sat there 
quietly, and the teacher asked him: "Johnny, 
don't you want to go to Heaven?" "Well," 
he said; "I've never been there yet. and I 
don't know what's going on there, and I like 
Detroit first rate." That's the way we are 
with this oil business; we can't give much in- 
' formation till we are better posted. 

The Chair: Col. Zenor seems to think we 
have reached the end of the rope in this dis- 
^ cussion. 

Mr. McCall: There may be some other 
things we ought to know, but we hardly 
know what questions to ask. 

The Chair: Mr. Fisher is ready to answer 
all questions. 

Mr. Fisher: Yes.MSir. We had the experi- 
ence last year in handling bagasse and oil. 
with probably only ten barrels of coal. There 
were six or seven thousand dollars at stake, 
and it was necessary to watch things pretty 
closely. I was surprised when these St. 
Louis people offered to build a house for 
1400.000. with bagasse burners entirely. They 
had had little experience in sugar houses: 
and when I first entered into the contract, I 
told them they had better equip two batter- 
ies for coal. They came to me a couple of 
months afterwards, and wanted to run en- 
tirely with oil and bagHsse. They spoke of 
it highly, and said they would take all the 
risk. They had had coal fronts made in St. 
Louis. 

The Chair: Those coal fronts were never 
used? 

Mr. Fisher: No, sir; they were left in St 
Louis; there was some argument about the 
cost, and they were never shipped to the 
place. 

The Chair: If there are no other ques- 
tions to be asked, and no other statements to 
be made, the Chair will hold the discussion 
closed. The next business is the selection 
of a topic for our next meeting, unless the 
choice is left to the Chair. 



Whereupon, the choice of a topic for tne 
May meeting was left to the Chair, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

Patents Relating to Sugar. 

luued April 8, 1002. Reported for the Louisiaita 
Pi^AHTSB by Byrnes A Townsend, National 
Union Bldg., WMhington, D. C. 

In this initial letter of a series dealing 
with the sugar situation as reflected in the 
mirror of the Patent Office, it may be inter- 
esting to refer to the close connection which 
exists in general between daily history and 
patents. The Patent Office faithfully re- 
flects the conditions of the country and of 
the world, and this not only in broad out- 
lines, but with a faithfulness in detail which 
makes the weekly patent record as chang- 
ing and as characteristic as a weather map: 
no great discovery but floods the office with 
applications for related matters, and no dis- 
astrous accident but brings to the front 
safety devices innumerable. And beneath 
this foam of patents called into being by 
the events of the day, there flows a steady 
and ever increasing current of inventions 
as applied to the great commercial enter- 
prises and manufacturing industries. 

The sugar industry has made great strides 
in recent years, and it is not only probable 
but inevitable that with the coming years 
of sharpened competition and narrowing 
margin of proflt, that the mechanics of cul- 
tivation, extraction and crystallization must 
be placed upon the truest scientific basis, 
and the "chemical control" of the manufac- 
ture must be not only a check upon results, 
but ft study and comparison of methods and 
a tireless search for more economical means 
to more profitable ends. 

The current issue contains 583 patents, of 
which four only relate directly to sugar, 
two of them being agricultural implements 
for the handling of beets, one a sugar pad- 
dle, and the fourth a vacuum pan, which 
while designed primarily for the concen- 
tration of salt solutions, contains elements 
of interest to the sugar engineer. 

Cornelius Stout of Pomona, California, 
patents (No. 697,183) a sugar paddle, com- 
prising a wooden blade detachably secured 
to a handle, by means of clamps of No. 20 
sheet-steel, corrugated for stiffness and 
tinned to prevent rusting. By loosening the 
clamping bolts a new blade is readily sub- 
stituted for the old. We cannot doubt the 
correctness of the principle of replacable 
wearing parts, and if the principle be cor- 
rect there is no reason why it should not 
be applied as faithfully to a sugar paddle 
as to a Corliss engine. 

Geo. Louis Riband, of Grand Saline, Tex., 
patents a vacuum pan (No. 697,366) con- 
taining two features of novelty. The heat- 
ing tubes are vertical and open at the low- 
er end only, the steam being injected into 
them through smaller tubes, and the con- 
densation escaping around these tubes to the 
drip lines, the arrangement insuring a good 
distribution of the steam over the heating 
surface. The charging and discharging are 



effected by inserting into a cylindrical pro- 
longation of the body of the pan, a tubular 
extension of the charging tank; this tubular 
extension is closed at the top and as it pro- 
jects into the pan breaks away any bridge 
of crystals formed across the mouth. As it 
is pressed further into the pan communlcar 
tion is opened through lateral orifices and 
an interchange of contents occurs^ the solu- 
tion in the tank flowing into the pan and 
the solid contents of the latter into the 
tank. The discharge is thus effected with- 
out interruption of the operation. This idea 
of continuous or intermittent discharge 
without breaking vacuum Is one which de- 
serves more attention at the hands of sugar 
engineers than it has yet received. 

The beet cultivator patented to John W. 
Shields of Greensburg, Ind. (No. 697,028), is 
strictly an implement for thinning out the 
plants, and comprises a truck having an 
axle spanning several rows of the plants. 
Upon this axle, ^d arranged in conjunctiOD 
with the several rows, are a series of wheels, 
each having upon its periphery a plurality 
of knives; by an ingeilious arrangement of 
cams and springs these knives are at pre- 
determined intervals projected forward to 
cut the plant and then retracted into posi- 
tion for the next stroke. 

C. W. Bradley, of Lyons. N. Y., has patent- 
ed a puller and topper for sugar beets,— «a 
implement designed to perform for the beet 
the office of the harvester for grain. ?]sm 
throw the earth aside and fingers extract 
the beets and pass them backward to an 
endless chain which delivers them to adjust 
able heading and topping knives whereby 
the tops, with so much of the root as pro- 
jects above the ground, are sliced off and 
discarded, while the portions rich in sugar 
are dropped into a basket, from which they 
may be dumped in convenient piles. 



Annual Meeting American Beet 
Sugar Company. 

The annual meeting of the American Beet 
Sugar Company, which controls five fac- 
tories and is one of the strongest concerns 
in the country, was held yesterday in Jersey 
City. The annual report, submitted by W. 
Bayard Cutting, chairman of the board of 
directors, showed an increase in the amount 
of sugar produced over the figures of 1900 of 
no less than 44,580,040 pounds, an increase 
of 134 per cent. It is therefore evident that 
nothing but the exceedingly low prices for 
refined sugar prevented a most profitable 
campaign. Following is the detailed report: 

Chaiiges 

from 1900. 

•44,680,940 

•$1,689,841 

•1,408,488 



1901. 
Sugar produced, lbs. .77,932,600 

Total credit 13,521,048 

Total cost to operate. . 2,667,029 



Gross profits $854,019 

Cost of maintenance. . 362,711 



•$185,863 
•120481 



Profit of campaign. . $491,307 •$65,671 
Estimates for the fiscal year ending June 
30th: 
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Campaign profits 
dtmptdgn loss . . 



Changes 

1902. from 1901. 

1549,821 *|38,458 

58,613 ♦♦27,215 



Net factory profits. . $491,308 
Less exp. and interest 225,000 



•165,673 
♦95,000 



Balance $266,308 ♦♦|29,327 

Less pref, dividend.. 240,000 



Surplus $26,308 ♦♦$29,327 



♦Increase. 
♦♦Decrease. 

Mr. Cutting, chairman, in his statement to 
the stockholders, said : "In presenting to you 
the campaign statement of your company the 
chairman wishes to call attention to the fact 
that large amounts were expended during 
the year for alterations and improvements 
to the company's plants. Without going into 
tedious details, it may be said that, with the 
prospect of a good tonnage and the record 
for 1900 of a fair price for sugar, the offi- 
cers determined to put their factories, into 
a position to avail of the latest manufactur- 
ing facilities, so that they might be able to 
€omi>ete, in sugar making capacity, with any 
plants in the world. Tn^s, we think, has been 
done. 

"The increasing tonnage operated and the 
consequent necessity for being amply pre- 
pared for the opening of the campaign com- 
pel a very large increase in the amount of 
supplies permanently on hand at the com- 
pany's five factories. 

"The factory at Oxnard is nowv as your' 
chairman believes, in a condition of thor- 
ough efficiency. For the first time in the 
history of this factory the management is 
confronted with the probability of a full sup- 
ply of beets of a high quality., 

"The agricultural conditions at Chino are 
similar, and the officers report that they 
are assured of an acreage as large as they 
dare engage. At Rocky Ford, Col., the con- 
diions are singularly encouraging. The fac- 
tory seems sure of a supply of not less than 
125,000 tons of beets. The conditions in Ne- 
braska are somewhat more favorable than 
last year at this date. It is difficult to predi- 
cate results in that district so early in the 
year, where the 'weather* is still to come. 

"Everything looks more favorable for a 
satisfactory campaign for 1902 than at any 
time in the writer's experience, if the price 
of sugar be excepted. The abnormally low 
price of sugar in the world's markets is 
causing us, in common with every sugar 
producer here and elsewhere, a reduction of 
business profits J^elow what is reasonable. 
In 1900 we enjoyed 5.32c per pound for our 
6utput (which was smaller than the output 
in 1901). For 1901 we shall average after 
all our sugar is sold not over 4.40c. The 
difference between these figures would have 
amounted on our output of 1901 to about 
$565,000, or about 3% i>er cent on the com- 
mon stock. 

"Your chairman does not venture to pro- 
phesy as to sugar prices. He believes them 
to be, in certain parts of the country, below 
the cost of production, as indicated by the 
market price of raw sugar, the e^ense of 
refining and the transportation charges. He 
believes that your plants can manufacture 
the refined- product more cheaply than any 
other beet sugar factories in the United 
States, and, therefore, below the cost of gran- 
ulated sugar made from imported raws. 
"Jn the ftgriculiural and operating side. 



the officers of your company are able to make wholly from imported raw sugar, a drawback 

a pleasant showing for the next campaign, will be allowed equal in amount to the duty 

The sugar mafkdt is not within their con- paid on the imported material so used, less 

trol. When they have pr^ared themselves the legal deduction <rf 1 per cent, 

to meet the market with a cost product low- The special manufacturing record must 

er than that of any competitor, they have show in detail the date of manufacture Of 

done all in their power — all that you or any each batch, its formula number, the number 

reasonable person could expect." of gallons of the sugar sirup and glucose 

The board of directors consists of W. Bay- used, respectively, whether the said sirup 

ard CutUng, R. Fulton Cutting, Henry T. ^^ Altered or unfiltered its value per gal- 

^ J T ^ r^ J XX X ^, 1 Ion f. o. b. as purchased from the refiner, 

Oxnard, James G. Oxnard, Dumont Clarke, together with the percentages of the situp 

George Foster Peabody, Edwin M. Bulkley, and glucose used, based on the number of 

Kalman Haas, James G. Hamilton, Robert gallons contained in the finished batch. 

Oxnard and James A. Murray.~2^. Y. Journal The preliminary entry must show, separ- 

4 •, o ately for each formula of manufacture, the 

of Commerce, April 3. marks and numbers of the shipping packages 

and their contents, stating formula number 

Sugar Trust's Year. and quantity. 

ThP American Suear RefinfaiK Comnany ^^^ drawback entry must Show the nuih- 

The American sugar ±tennMig ^om^y, ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ exported, manu- 

which has not made any statement of its factured under each formula number, the 
operations at the annual meetings in Jersey batch number or numbers of which said si- 
City for years, has filed the customary cer- i^Ps form the whole or a part, and the per- 
*4« ♦ «,»*u ♦>,« a^,,^*^,^ ^9 f*!^ r«/>«n^/^*i centage, quality, and value of the sugar sirup 
tificate with the Secretary of the Common- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ manufacture of the same, res- 
wealth of Massachusetts as of December 31, pectively. 
1901. inis shows the following: The said entry must further show, in addi- 

1901. 1900. Increase. 
ASSETS. 

Real estate I 34,328,663 % 36,891,221 ♦|2,662,558 

Cash and debts' receivable 36,862,701 15,737.388 21,125,313 

Sugar, raw, unmanufactured, etc. ., 12,248,640 22,488,799 ♦10,240,159 

Investments in other companies 36,111,882 36,054,171 1,057,711 

Total 1122,551,777 $110,171,57^ $12,380,981 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital 188,280,370 $73,936,000 $14,344,870 

Debts 24,854,026 27,443,372 ♦3,089,346 

Res. balance 9.907,491 8.792.207 1,115,284 

Total $122,551,777 $110,171,679 $12,380,980 



•Decrease. 

From the balance sheet some interesting 
facts can be gleaned. In the report of assets 
the most remarkable item is that of cash 
and debts receivable, the amount of which 
reaches the large sum of $36,862,701. an in- 
crease over the previous year of $21,125,313. 
The bulk of this increase, presumably, rei>- 
resents tne proceeds of the new stock sold 
last year. The item of sugar, raw, unman- 
ufactured, etc., is given at $12,248,640, a de- 
crease of $10,240,159. From this it would 
seem that the company has been carrying a 
smaller amount of raw sugar than usual at 
this season, a move that finds explanation 
in( the anticipated reduction in duties on 
Cuban sugar by Congress. Investments in 
other companies show an increase of $1,057,- 
711. Real estate decreased $2,562,558. Among 
the liabilities the capital account shows an 
increase of $14,344,370, indicating that near- 
ly all of the new stock authorized has been 
issued. Debts are $3,089,346 smaller than 
last year and the reserve balance is $1,115,284 
higher. — New York Journal of Commerce, 
March 20. 



Drawbacks On flixed Sirups. 

Treasury Department, March 31, 1902. 
Sir — On the exportation of "mixed sirups" 
manufactured by the Bastem Refining Com- 
pany, of New York, N. Y., with the use in 
varying proportion, according to stated form- 
ulas, ot .domestic glucose and sirup refined 



tion to the usual averments, that the sirups 
produced under the formulas as stated were 
manufactured of materials and in the man- 
ner shown for the corresponding formulas in 
the manufacturer's sworn staten^ent, dated 
February 15, 1902. 

As a prerequisite of liquidation, the manu- 
faxjturer must file with the collector, to form 
a part of tjhe drawback papers, a sworn tran- 
script from the special manufacturing 
record, the oath appended to which shall set 
forth that it is a correct abstract from sucJi 
record, and that the facts therein set forth, 
relative to the dates of manufacture, the 
quantities and proportions of ingredients 
used In the manufacture of each batch, and 
the value or values of the sirups as stated 
are just and true. For forms of the special 
record and abstract, see Exhibits A and B, 
accompanying the manufacturer's sworn 
statement. 

In liquidation, the quantity of sugar sirup 
^hich may be taken as a basis for allowance 
of drawback may equal the quantity used as 
declared in the drawback entry, after official 
verification of exported quantities and of the 
declared percentages based on tne figures 
appearing in the sworn abstract. As ordered 
by the collector, comparison of the said ab- 
stract may be made with the special manu- 
facturing record for purposes of verification. 

Samples may be taken or sworn samples 
furnished of the exported sirups and the in- 
gredients used in the manufacture of the 
same, for required determinations. Values 
of sugar sirups must be verified as provided 
in Treasury decision 22227, and the drawT^ack 
allowed thereon shall be the same as though 
the said sirups had been exported separately 
as such. O. L. Spaulding, 

Assistant Seeretury. 
Collector or Customs, New York, N. Y. 
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Fully Fair .... 

Good Fair 
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Common 
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Off Yellow 
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NEW OBIiHANS BBFINBiD. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @5 00 
-.@5 00 

— @4 65 

— @4 60 
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Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Apr. 9. 
At four ports of Great Britain to Apr. 5. . . . 
At Cuba, six ports to Apr. 8 



•Tons 

u 



108,648 
220,060 
384,000 



Receipte and aalea at New Orleaiu for the week endiof 
Apr. 18, 190 J. 

' fugar ' Melaseee 

Hhds* Barrels. Barrels 

Reeeirea 29 9,067 2,515 

Bold 29 9,985 2,515 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from 
to Apr. 18, 1 90 J. 

Hhds. ^Barreisr 

ReeeiTed 8254 1.688,716 

Sold 3254 1,624,105 

ReeeiTed sane time last year 5842 1,295,536 



1,1901, 

■KM." 

288,618 
288,618 
164,804 
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April 18. 
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22 60Q23 00 



Apr. 18. 



2 25@3 25 
2 25@&00 



2 @2H 
lJi<i2 

5 @53^ 

3 @4>^ 
2 @2Ji 
1K@2 

17 S0@i8 00 

22 53@23 00 



SsBie p*jr LMt 
^ear 



- @ - 
Nominal 



- @ - 



4^<i6 
Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal 

13 00@14 00 

19 00Q2Q 06 



Tone oC Market at 
Glote^ Week 



Japan-'-Qalet. 
HoDdnrae->Qiilet. 



Japan— Fair 

demand. 



HonduraB— Fair 
demand. 



Recelpto aad tales at New Orieane fer tin week eaillag 
Apr. 18 ipea. 

Backs Rough. Fcts Clean. 



Receired. 
Sold 



2,865 
770 



12,897 
12,777 



t Recelbte at New Orleeae from Aof . 1, ipei to Apr. iS, 190a. 

coaipared with last year, eaaie tfae. 

SACKS Rough. 'pcts.Clbam 

This Year 1,080,280 277,904 

Last Year 825,004 190,907 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was about steady 
at the end of the week with sales on a very 
moderate scale. Wh4t came on the market 
was readily taken up. 



Molasses. 

The molasses market was dull at the end 
of the week. There are no open kettle goods 
on hand and there was very little movement 
in centrifugals. 



Rice. 

There were somewhat improved receipts of 
rough rice towards the end of the week» but 
most of it came consigned to local mills and 
little or no business was reported. Clean 
rice was in fair demand with moderate ofCer- 
ings which were well taken up. The better 
grades were very scarce and the business 
done was mostly in the lower grades. 



The Rice Marlcet. 

The demand of the week did not vary ma- 
terially as to volume or character, from the 
preceding one. If there be any change in 
the situation it is in the attitude of buyers 
who are showing confidence by offering to 
purchase largely at slight concession of price. 
Holders, however, are stifC-backed, and the 
temporary result is a stand-ofC on the part of 
would-be buyers or transactions of limited 
proportions. The chief business is on Japan 
of high and low degree; medium sorts in 
light call and obtainable at relatively cheaper 
figures. Carolina and Honduras move slow- 
ly and under scanty supply are firmly held. 

Advices from the South note steady move- 
ment at fractionally higher figures. While 
dissatisfaction is expressed by some as to the 
volume of business, it is still to be remarked 
that the present sales continue to run ahead 
of those of last year and are at a sufDcient 
ratio to carry the crop out before the new 
eBJk arrive in any plentiful quantity. The 
Southwest with its "mammoth stock" over- 



shadows other and minor points along the 
Atlantic coast. Fortunately the forward sup- 
ply is mainly in the hands of a powerful con- 
tingent who are abundantly equipped to 
carry and market holdings with deliberation. 
The coterie are working apparently in con- 
cert, and the success whic& attended their ef- 
forts in the past, leaves but little room for 
doubt as to the outcome, as there are excep- 
tionally favoring conditions the present year. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note steady but disappointing movement In- 
creased activity had been expected in con- 
nection with the first arrivals of new crop 
Burmah, but the high prices insisted upon 
for l^ing grades, tends to discourage buy- 
ers and operations are on a hand to mouth 
basis. Japans are neglected: Patna as here- 
tofore, firm and tendency toward higher 
values. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisi- 
ana crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, 
1,296,260 sacks; last year, 997,995 sacKS. 
Sales, cleaned, 1,072,150 pockets; last year, 
821,293 pockets. Market strong. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, 39,246 bar- 
rels; sales, 37,356 barrels. Market steady. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planter by Wilkinson A Fisher, attorneys- 
at-law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C: 

Patent No. 696,934, granted to Charles W. 
Bradley, of Lyons, N. Y., for sugar-beet puller 
and topper. 

Patent No. 697,255, granted to Albin Kac- 
zirowski, of Kalisch, Russia, for centrifugal 
machine. 

Patent No. 697,028, granted to John W. 
Shields, of Greensburg, Indiana, for beet cul- 
tivator. 

Patent No. 697,183, granted to Cornelius 
Stout, of Pomona, California, for sugar pad- 
dle. 



Soutiiern Baptist Convention, Ash- 
ville, N. C.» May 9, 190a. 

For the above occasion the Queen A Cres- 
cent Route will sell round trip tickets to 
Asheville, N. C, at one first class limited 
fare for the round trip, on May 6th, 7th, 8th» 
9th and 10th, with final limit May 21st, with 
further privilege of extension to June 2nd» 
provided tickets are deposited with Joint 
Agent at Asheville on or before May 15th, 
and upon payment of fee of fifty cents. This 
arrangement will give delegates and visitors 
attending this convention, as w^l as the pub- 
lic generally, a splendid opportunity to visit 
Asheville at an exceedingly low rate. 

The Queen & Crescent Route offers double 
daily service from and to New Orleans. 

Trains leaving New Orleans 9:10 a. m. and 
7:30 p. m., daily, arrive at Asheville 6:50 a. 
m. and 9:15 p. m. respectively. The 9:10 a. 
m. train carries sleeper and dining car to 
Chattanooga; sleeper Chattanooga to Ashe- 
ville. The evening train carries through 
Pullman sleeper to Morristown; day coaches 
Morristown.to Asheville; dining car, Attalla 
to Morristown. 

The 3:15 p. m. train leaving Shreveport, 
arrives at Asheville next evening 9 : 15. This 
train carries Pullman sleepers to Chatta- 
nooga and Morristown; dining car serving 
meals. 



Personal. 



Mr. F. A. Jacobshagen of St. James parish, 
where he possesses extensive sugar planting 
interests came down to the city on a visit a 
few days ago and made his headquarters at 
the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. Harry Q. Bush, general manager of tne 
Lower Terrebonne Sugar Refining Company, 
whose immense plant at Montegut, La., is 
one of the largest in the state, left a few 
days ago for Hot Springs, Ark., where he 
will spend two or three weeks. 

Mr. W. L. Dearborn, who has been in New 
York for some time, passed through New 
Orleans during the week, leaving Saturday 
morning for Mexico. Mr. E. P. ESastwicK, 
Jr., was also in the city and left with Mr. 
Dearborn. Both of these gentlemen are go- 
ing to Mexico to look over the ground pre- 
paratory to the establishment of a large 
sugar manufactory, for which tney have been 
appointed the consulting and constructing 
engineers. 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AJH) SUGAR ALANUFACTURER. 



IVol. XXVIII, No. le. 



WANtS. 



We wUl publish In this cstaaa, frae of chtfg« ttntll 
farther Botice, the •ppHortleiis of aU BMUgerSt oror- 
seer«» engineers and sager-makers. and others who 
may be seeklof positloos In the ooaatry. and also the 
wants of planters desiring to eniploy any of these. 



WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle Meni daring the season, and who \$ a thorongly 
practical mechanic to orerhaol symp and Sngar ma- 
chinery balance of year. Address mardworksr, care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Ayoca plantation 
near Monran Cl% La., Wage« flJtO, per day. Ne 
\ board. Address J. N. Phabr, Berwick, La. s 

WANTED— A position on a sngar plantation. In 
ofAoe or store, by an all aroiindman of experience 
and ability, wltn best references. Address B. M. Nob- 
man, 219 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, F&Qts situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished If required. Address Jko. E. Cald- 
WBi^L, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop In Louisiana by a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class I'efercnces from Lou- 
isiana and* Cuba. Address S. A. H,, care Louis- 
ana Planteb. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced vacuum 
nan sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references. 
Address J. D., BOX 43, WhltecasUe, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED— A position to do repairs and fake 
off crop, by a flrsl class engineer. Address, \\ . C. 
B., 537 Henry Clay Ave., wew Orleans. 4-14-02 

WANTED — By an experienced locomotive enri- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O.. care 
Louisiana Pij^nteb.. 4-8-02 

WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man : 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
fetters. Address L. F. Smith, 729 Customhouse 
street, New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED — ^A thoroughly reliable young man, 
aged 25, would locate South. Have been trained 
thoroughlv in an Iron manufacturing business in 
nil its various- departments ; capable of office man- 
agement', familiar with modem pianufacturing 
methods and system and at present connected 
with a large New York engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "Advancembnt/' 
care Prj^NTER. 4-6-02 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years' experi- 
ence In sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 

4-5-02 

WANTED — A position by a first class sugar- 
bollcr and sngar house superintendent; has had 10 
.years* practical experience. Address J. J. Dibos, 
•No. 904 Pauline St., New Orleans, La. 4-10-24 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer or 
timekeeper on sugar plantation, by a sober. Indus- 
trious and reliable young man; seven years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
car6 of The Chief, DonaldsonviUe, La. 

4-10-02 

WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or to take charge of an Irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 
DonaldsonviUe, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years old ; 5 years* experience 
In designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses. Educated and graduated in German tech- 
nical schools. Could commence Immediately. Ad- 
dress C. M., care Chas. Hubbneb^ 804 B. 70th St, 

WANTED— A competent sugar boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Suoab BoiLte, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-08 

WANTED— A theoretical and partlcal sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler It open fir immediate en- 
gagement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory either in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical experience in 
up-tb-date sugar plants and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address Suoab Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 



WANTED— Position as manager or assistant over* 
seer on a sngar plantation. Seven years experience. 
Beet references furnished. Address E. W. care 
Louisiava Plantib. 8-27-08. 

WANTED— A first-^lass experienced sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober, industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department <^ a 
sugar house. Address H. 8. Dtbb, Sup't. 0. 8. Co.,i 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-88^2. 
I . 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
FUetwood Filter press man. HeferenoM muat be 
first-class. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
M0LLA88B8 Co. Loyd La. 8-27-92 

WANTED— A first-daas head sugar boiler; also a 
first-claas head darifier man, for the ooming season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 
8-20-02. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sngar plantation In St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop at 1002. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 

Cease apply to Oscab Jacob Union P. O. St. James Ph, 
I. Or address P. O. Box O GO. 



^yelles Ph, La. 



Plancheville, Av- 
8- 19-02. 



WANTED — A poaltion as engineer or steam- 
fitter. Address Best BsBBB^iLe Roy, N. Y. 

8-17-02 



WANTED— PoslUon as sugar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can fumiah 
references. Addrtss 28, care this office. 

WANTED— A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take ofT crep, either in 
centilil factory or sugar house. Address A. B., 
136 Annunciation street, New Orleans. 3-18-01 

WANTED — ^A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 

gerlntendent of a sugar house. In Cuba or Mexico, 
y ,a man of 20 years* experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates in Louisiana. Highest references furnished. 
Address A. Spurs^ care Louisiana Plantbb. 

3-15-02 

WANTED— By ^n experlencAd sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can furnish the best of references 
from Louisiana and Mexico. Address Gbo. H. Douo- 
LA88, Box 81^ Covington, La. 8-11-Oe 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sogar plantation for the fall and winter of 190S. 
Have experence and can furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can elve best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, La. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion maohlnest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 



N.Y. 



2-18-02 



WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Can fill any position from buslne«s manager down. 
Best of references and bond if required. Address R. 
D. T. Shbbwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year in Louisiana, Cupa or- Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 20. 
DonaldsonviUe, La. 2-8-02 

WANTBI> — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
good references. L. A. Thomas, 1100 Cadla St, 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— German Sugar Chemist, having 6 

J rears experience in raw sugar Industry, two years 
n German refineries, one year on cane sngar plan- 
tation, educatd In German technical schools and 
universities; Christian, not married, desires a po- 
sition in America. Could commence immediately. 
Address 05*. F.5ft&|7, Berlin. 68 Bergmann St 
57, . Germany. 2-12-02 

WANTED — An American, 27, experienced in the 
srectipn of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a first-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care of 
this office. 
.1 .,. ' •, I ■ ■ I 

WANTED— A situation as store clerk In general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 18 years' experleeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. WIU accept 
osltlon either In city or country, or will accept a 
posltlonas. night watchman. J. J, Murpht, 146 Union 
street, Etot Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 



POSITION-AS plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wrlgbt, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first- 
class referenoes. Alfred Ganbl, care of the Chiel. 
Donaldsonville, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For particulars ap- 
ply to B. Legendbb, 1010 Hennen Building, N^ 

WANTED— A posttlon as assistant overseer or titee 
keeper on a sugar or rice planUtlon. Address Tkbo- 
DOBB Baudouin. HahnvlUe, La. ^-^-iXl 



WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years* experlenoe. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louls- 
lana. Address W. S.^ care Louisiana Plantbb. 2-5-08 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, aaaistant or 
°r*??;i' ^^ •xperlenced French engineer, graduate of 
i5tilfii!IiVA°5?5^i^^^J'*f™.? WM liany 



superintendent of a large factory in Europe, isxpe- 
rlenced in nianufacturing sugar and extracting snsar 
and aloohol from molasses, and famUlar withall me- 
chanical, chemical and agrloultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. i-b 



WANTED--A young man, 26 yearS of age, desires 
position as time-keeper, assistant book^eiper, or 
some (derioai position on plantation or In country 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abii- 
itjr and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street, New Orieans. 

WANTED— Position as centrifugal man for Cuba or 
Mextoo by a oompetent and experienced man. Address 
JOB Sabano, 919 Poland St., ifew Orlea ns. l-SS-ce 

WANTED— A situation as general manager of a beet 
sugar making plant Twelve years' experience. Best 
2i^,?'^5?*^ ^'^•'»- Address Gbnbbal Mabaqbb. 
W Wan Street, Tjew York Cl^. Room 26, care of C 
W. Town. 2-10-01 



WANTBD-<niemlst with knowledke of cane 
and beet sugar manufacture, and wltii ample ex- 
perience, is open for an engagement j^at of 
references. Speaks BnglUh, Oennan, French a^ 
a little Spanish. Address liackay, care Loot^ 
iana Planter. " 1-4-02 



WANTBD--A position as sunir boiler to go t« 
Cuba or Mexlco^wlth 12 yearF experience, 'cu 
furnish the best of references. Address W. 
Aucoln. Laura. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED— A position as first-class sugar maksr 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can fumiah first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Bendreaux. 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 

/ Jf ^^iTISPt^^"^ 1902, position *y a staigte young man 
(2SJ as book-keeper and general office man or manager 
of Urge sugar plantation store. Am strictly temMr- 
ate. a first-class double entry book-keeper, accurate 
and systemaUo, and am thorou^ily versed in all details 
of the general merchandise business. Years of nrao- 
tl<«l experience. GUt-edge references. Bond If re- 
**^^KTm5il^''«.*» ENBROT." HahnvlUe, La. 18-2851 
s ^A^2.^?7~^ pcsltlon as sugar boUer or aaaUtant 
for Cuba, Mexico or Porto Rico, by a competent and 
first-^ass man, strictly sober. Can furnish the best 
?L^'®'!?°^5.''^ ^"*>* ^^^ Louisiana. Jn Weiss. 
128 Suydam St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 12-1^1 

WANTED— A poaltion as assistant overseer for 
S®«*^P*°*f y^^'^M^^ references address Geo. W. 
McFall or A. Wllbert*s Sons. PlaquemlnT Ia. 
Would prefer poslUon in Cuba. Faro A. SobbaIm 
Plaquemlne, La. 11-27-01 



WANTED-A position as Manager on a augar 
plantation, either In Louisiana, Cuba or Me^lca 
Can speak SpanUh and have had ample experi- 
ence, having managed oh some of the finest dUui- 
tatlons in Louisiana. Can furnish best refter- 
ences. Address W. B. Sharp, Jeanerette, La. 

1-4-02 



FILTR08 PREN8AS 
TELA8DEFILTRAR 
8 ACQS FILTR08 

Preoios muy Razonable— Expedlolones Prontaa. 

Usar la Clave A. B. C. 4th Edition. 
Dlrecdon Telegrafo, ''Westell Nueva Orleans " 

WE8T LIVAUDAI8, 

Apartado No. .308, Nueva Orleana, C U« A. 
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McCall Brothers, 
McCall ^ Leoendrb, 
Leon Godchaux, 
James Teller, 
B. Lemann & Bro., 
Leonce So mat, 
Loris Bush, 

W. R. BitlCKBLL, 

W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson^ 
Foos & Barnett, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth, Je.^ 
Edward J. Gat, 
Shattuck & Hoffman, 
Emilb Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt & Ziboleb, 
T. G. McLauby, 
L. S. Clark, 
J. B. Levert, 
Simpson Hobnob, 
W. B. Bloomfibld, 
W. W. Sutcliffb, 
John S. Moore, 
Jambs C. Murpht, 
Jos. Webbb, 



U. Bbltran, 
Lucien Soniat, 

D. R. Caldbr, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero & Malhiot, 
W. J. Behan, 

J. T. Moorb^ Jr., 
Edwards & Haubtman, 
John A. Morris, 

E. II. Cunningham, 

K. VlTERBO, 

H. C. Minor, 

C. M. SORIA, 

J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E. & J. KoCK, 
Wm. Ga^iq, 
Adolph Meter, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
Georob p. Andebton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richabd Millikbn, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lbzin a. Becnel, 
J. N. Phabb, 
Jules J. Jacob. 



Sugar Futures. 

Dealing in su^r futures, or in the sale 
of sugars for future delivery, has excited 
considerable attention upon the Xew Or- 
leans Sugar Exchange, with the result 
that at a called meeting of the stock- 
holders the directors were instructed to 
formulate plans for carrying on such 
transactions. The directors failed to do 
this, producing a deadlock in the opera- 
tions of the Exchange in this direction, 
temporarily. 

Our attention is called to the matter 
again from the fact that the Havana Post 
in a recent editorial, which we publish 
in another column, has l^ecn urging the 
sale of sugar options on the floor of the 
Havana .Stock Exchange, and its argu- 
ments in favor of such transactions are 
apparently conclusive. 

At the conclusion of the civil war, an 
Ohio man. who had located in Arkansas 
and had l)ecome a cotton planter there, 
came to the writer of this article in New 
York, desiring to learn some method of 
selling some 200 or 300 bales of cotton at 
the then prevailing high prices, the cot- 
ton to be sold for future delivery. He 
was willing to put up sufficient margin to 
guarantee the delivery, but there was not 
a leading cotton broker in the city of New 
York at that time, about 1865, who could 
effect such a sale. A quarter of a cen- 
tury l^rought about many changes, and 
the great city of Xew York, wherein fu- 
ture sales of cotton were unknown in 
1865, later on sells cotton in quantity 
equal t(^ the American crop several times 
over. 

There is a general disposition among 
conservative men against dealing in fu- 
tures. At the same time, such methods 
of dealing have become resorted to very 
largely by the most conservative manu- 
facturers of the United States and of 
Europe, for the very purpose of prevent- 
ing loss from fluctuations in the market. 
It is a feature of modern trade that im- 
mense quantities of manufactured articles 
are contracted for in advance. We are 
only now going into the summer season, 
and yet winter clothing is in full course 
of manufacture in the great Eastern 
cities, and of course the woolen goods for 
such clothing had to be contracted for at 
least a year in advance of their going into 
consumption. In the manufacturing use 
of sugar hundreds of thousands of tons 
arc required, and the makers of jams, 



jellies, sugar cured meats, etc., are very 
seriously interested in the value of sugar 
as affecting the cost of their produce, and 
would like to contract for it in advance if 
possible. If sugars were bringing a fair 
price in the market many planters would 
be disposed to approxiinately sell their 
production in advance, with a view of 
thus at least partially insuring their final 
results. Out conservative people are 
slow to adopt any such radical depaiture 
as has been proposed on the New Orleans 
Sugar Exchange, and is now proposed for 
the city of Havana by the article that we 
take from the Post. We note what a 
wonderful change has been brought about 
in the handling of cotton, and it may be 
that similar changes will follow in the 
sugar industry within the coming years. 
We are consuming over 2,000,000 of tons 
of sugar, and if active operators should 
sell it five times over, as it is alleged is 
done in cotton, a business of 10,000,000 
tons of sugar per annum would be a very 
important part of the financial operations 
of the United States. 



riolasses as Stock Pood. 

In another column in this issue will be 
found a very interesting account of the 
use of molasses as a food for army horses 
in Porto Rico in the year 1899. This is 
a scientific investigation under the control 
of an army veterinarian and prevailed 
during five months. As will be seen by 
reading the report, no particular eflFort 
was made to procure any balanced ration. 
The grasses that were, used in combina- 
tion with molasses to make the food ra- 
tion were said to be of indiflferent quality, 
and, therefore, the molasses used was the 
main food consumed. 

Our own scientific investigations, as 
brought out in the discussions before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters* Association, 
have shown that while molasses was a 
very excellent food each pound of it be- 
ing about equal in value to a pound of 
corn, or a pound of oats, it lacked at the 
same time the nitrogenous element that 
is essential for a complete ration. Hence, 
cottonseed meal became a very desirable 
auxiliary food element when molasses 
was used. The sugar planters of Lxjuisi- 
ana should unquestionably avail them- 
selves of every economy possible in their 
industry before growing despondent over 
the rather unsatisfactory conditions that 
are now prevailing in the sugar world. 
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The Cane Crop. 

All our advices this week indicate ex- 
cellent prospects throughout the entire 
sugar district. The nights have been a 
little too cool but the weather in general 
has been favorable and the cane, in spite 
of the slightly low temperature, is coming 
out wonderfully well. An excellent stand 
is being secured which is extremely grati- 
fying to our sugar planters who have had 
to contend with so many adverse condi- 
tions of one kind or another. 



Sugar Beet Qrowing in the British 
Isiands. 

A few years ago Dr. Shaack Sommers 
was earnestly advocating the introduc- 
tion of beet sugar production into the 
British islands, his various experiments 
having confirmed his conclusion that such 
a venture would be profitable. It seems 
that some old establishment then existed 
where renewed experiments were made, 
but perhaps without any very gfreat suc- 
cess, and of late years Dr. Sommers has 
ceased to urge the development of the in- 
dustr}\ 

Mr. Sigmund Stein, the well known 
British sugar expert, has taken up the 
work of late and in a very earnest, intelli- 
gent and effective manner, has brought 
before the readers of his many contribu- 
tions to the press the great possibilities in 
the development of this industry in Great 
Britain. It has been thought that the hu- 
midity of the climate would interfere 
with the saccharine content of the beets 
sufficiently to prevent profitable sugar 
beet production in Great Britain in com- 
petition with the continental states, where 
the industry has developed so enormous- 
ly. Mr. Stein has recently given some 
valuable data concerning sugar beet pro- 
duction in England, Ireland and Scot- 
land, indicating an average yield of about 
19 tons of beets per acre and a sucrose 
test of over 17 per cent in the juice, the 
juice having a purity of 87.82 per cent. 
These data are gathered from some 89 
experiments carefully made and would 
indicate that perhaps within a few years 
we may find Great Britain coming to the 
front in active competition with France, 
Gennany, Austria and Russia in sugar 
production. 



Cuba is Undeveloped. 

The United States geological survey is 
about to issue a "Gazetteer of Cuba" com- 
piled under the direction of Henry Gan- 
nett, the geographer. The publication 
contains comprehensive data regarding 
the geography, resources, climate, people, 
occupations, civil divisions, etc., of the is- 
land, and is illustrated by maps and plates 
showing distribution of population and 
products. 

It says the mineral resources, so far as 
developed, consist almost entirely of hem- 



atite ore, which has been mined for many 
years a few miles east of Santiago. 

Nearly all of the ore, which contains 
about 62 per cent of iron, is shipped to 
the United States. Asphaltum has been 
found in several places. 

There were in 1899 60,711 farms with 
an average size of 143 acres and an aver- 
age cultivation area of thirteten aicres. 
Matanzas and Habana provinces are the 
most highly cultivated parts of the island. 
Of the cultivated area less than 50 per 
cent was owned by its occupants. Sugar 
cane occupies 47 per cent of the culti- 
vated lands. 

There were in Cuba in 1899, 207 sugar 
mills, or centrals, producing daily 61,407 
bags of sugar. There were also 85 stills, 
with a daily capacity of 161,751 gallons. 
For transportation the island depends on 
very poor wagon roads and 1,100 miles of 
railways. 



Irrigation in Texas. 

The satisfactory experience had in 
Southwestern Louisiana from the irriga- 
tion of the excellent rice lands of that lo- 
cality, has led to an enormous develop- 
ment of the irrigation idea irh the same 
section and also in the prairie land of 
Texas. It was but a few years ago that 
the Louisiana rice crop depended largely 
upc«i the rainfall. In seasons of heavy 
rainfall in Southwestern Louisiana the 
rice crop was large. If the rainfall was 
limited, or occurred at the wrong time, 
the rice crop was short, and hence the 
product of these unirrigated fields became 
known as Providence rice. Providence 
rice culture continued so long that the at- 
tention of thinking people was directed to 
the possibility of irrigating these lands 
when Nature failed in her supply of rain. 
This led to the establishment of a number 
of irrigating stations and the financial re- 
sults of these ventures was generally 
good. The enormous rice crop of last 
year, about 3,000,000 bags, could never 
have been produced in any other way 
than by the copious supply of water 
brought about artificially. New com- 
panies are still organizing in Southwest- 
ern Louisiana and the development of ir- 
rigation by canals with one or more lifts 
of water from the streams furnishing the 
supply, and by the deep well process, 
which is attracting considerable attention, 
is providing that section of our state with 
such a supply of water as will insure a 
very large increase in rice production in 
that section. 

In Texas, where they generally do 
things in a large sort of way, much atten- 
tion is now being given to procuring wa- 
ter for irrigating the rice fields, and the 
Houston Chronicle recently gave an ac- 
count of a new company organized with a 
half million dollars capital, and known 
as the Kansas City Rice, Irrigation, Su- 
gar and Milling Co., the immediate pur- 



pose of the organization being to irrigate 
the rice and sugar lands in the vicinity of 
Wharton, Texas, along and contiguous 
10 the Colorado river. It is said that the 
company has unlimited capital behind it 
and will go into the affair more extensive- 
ly than the capital stock would imply, if 
their experience would seem to warrant 
such further ventures. 

This company has already signed con- 
tracts with the individual owners of 25,- 
000 acres of rice land immediately sur- 
rounding the lands already belonging to 
the irrigating company. Several other 
vast estates lie in the vicinity, that of the 
Pierce estate amounting to 100,000 acres, 
and the Krountze estate, amounting to 
200,000 acres, both adapted to rice cul- 
ture, and it is expected that contracts will 
be made for the irrigation of these lands, 
and the company proposes to irrigate al- 
together nearly a million acres of rice 
land. As thus far the total area of land 
in rice culture in South Louisiana and 
Texas has only been about 500,000 acres, 
we can see at a glance that the proposed 
increase in the rice acreage of 200 per 
cent is an enormous one, but will, of 
course, require several years for its com- 
pletion. 

In the present scheme there will be a 
n)ain canal 100 feet wide, taking water 
from the Colorado river some eight miles 
west of Wharton, and running directly 
south for several miles, thence east four 
miles. It is propose(f to build a stand- 
ard gauge railroad around this canal for 
the purpose of handling the rice crop 
grown in the irrigated section. The 
variation in the level of the land is less 
than 4 feet, which makes the work com- 
paratively easy, requiring but few check 
levees. It is expected to begin work on 
the canal at once and that it will be hur- 
ried to completion as rapidly as possible. 



Cane Farming in Trinidad. 

In a recent issue of the Trinidad Mir- 
ror we read of the present complaints of 
the cane farmers of that great English 
island, lying off the northern coast of 
Venezuela. In Trinidad cane farming 
has progressed very considerably during 
recent years, and has promised to become 
one of the chief sources for the raw ma- 
terial for the manufacture of Trinidad 
sugar. The low prices now prevailing 
for sugar throughout the world, of course 
reflect themselves in the low prices paid 
to the cane farmers for their canes pro- 
duced for central factories, and recently 
a petition has been sent in to the governor 
of the island by the tenants and cane 
farmers of the St. Augustin estate asking 
for a reduction in the rental of the lands 
they are occupying. For these lands they 
have been paying an annual rental of $6 
per acre, which they seem to think fair 
enough, but the reduced prices for sugar 
so reduced the prices paid for sugar cane, 
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that the petitioners are asking that the 
annual rental be reduced to about $3 per 
acre. 

The petitioners state that they are of- 
fered but 8 shillings per ton for their 
cane delivered at the adjacent factory and 
submit that it is impossible for them to 
support themselves, iheir families, and 
pay the rent on the land without relief in 
some direction. 

The complaints of these cane farmers 
would seem very reasonable from an out- 
side point of view, but in the data given 
us by the Trinidad Mirror no comments 
are expressed as to the propriety or im- 
* propriety of the reduction in rent re- 
quested. 



Sugar Options. 

We have often wondered why sugar options 
or futures were not officially dealt in on 
the floor of the Havana Stock Exchange. It 
would be a good thing for the brokers and 
we believe for the sugar planters if there 
were facilities for making sales of sugar 
for future delivery. At the present moment 
when there is a delay in granting the tariff 
concession, it might be of great benefit to 
the planter to be able to sell, for later de- 
livery without locking up a large amount 
of capital. 

In many parts of the United States the 
public disapprove of options. The laws of 
many states prohibit trading in them and 
many people regard them as nothing more 
than a gambling device. Undoubtedly many 
people do gamble in them, but that has 
nothing to do with their legitimate use- 
fulness. In sugar, the same as in wheat, 
corn, cotton and other crops, the trouble is 
that the entire year's crop presses on the 
market and has to be sold during but a 
few months of the year. The producer, 
who is forced to realize on his crop Just as 
soon as he can get it to market, is very apt 
to receive the lowest price of the year be- 
cause the crops of his neighbors are being 
pressed for sale at the same time. In Amer- 
ica the case is different with many crops. 
Take cotton for example. The planter must 
sell his crop which is usually mortgaged. 
He does so but if he desires, he can buy 
options in New York, Liverpool or New Or- 
leans, and to all intents and purposes, he 
4ia8 not sold out, because he retains his in- 
terest in the market. 

People often forget that the man who holds 
his actual crop for an advance in prices, is 
speculating Just as much as the man who 
buys an option for future delivery. It costs 
nothing to carry a contract for future de- 
livery. To carry the actual stuff costs money 
for storage, insurance, interest and, in the 
case of sugar, loss in weight It takes com- 
paratively little money to protect a con- 
tract for future delivery, whereas it requires 
a large amount to carry the actual sugar. 
In almost every respect the option has an . 
advantage over the actual merchandise. 
Large transactions can be made and unmade 
in a minute, whereas' it is difficult to do the 
same with the actual merchandise. The ten 
million bales of cotton produced annually 
in the United States are traded in several 
hundred times over by means of the option 
markets. 

Our impression is that options on Cuban 
sugar have been tried before and proved a 
failure. If this is the case it is no reason 
"Why they should not be tried again. Times 
clumge and we hope that they will greatly 
change for the better in Cuba. More Amer- 



icans are coming here and we trust that 
many more will come and invest or spend 
their money here. Most Americans are 
speculatively inclined, even though they do 
not admit the fact. If some of the large 
American stock brokerage firms with inter- 
ests in Cuba would take up the idea of sugar 
options, we believe that it would be a suc- 
cess. Then Cuba's entire sugar crop would 
not all be pressed for sale at one time. The 
pressure would be distributed over the en- 
tire year. The Cuban producer would be es- 
pecially benefited by such an arrangement. 
So would the American refiner and consum- 
er. The only ones who would lose would be 
the speculators who misjudged the cburse of 
the market — Havana Post, 



Free Sugar vs Beet Sugar. 

(BT F. s. OBAWFOBD, In GutUon^B Magazine.) 
As we examine the aspect of this question, 
presented from the standfoint of general 
economics, ihe following facts come rapidly 
into view: The world consumes 8,600,000 
tons of sugar a year; of this, 5,600,000 tons 
are made from beet-root and the balance 
from cane and maple trees. Of this world- 
production, 2,219,000 tons is consumed in 
the United States. It is estimated that we 
shall manufacture this year 274,000 tons of 
cane sugar and 196,000 tons of beet sugar. 
The balance is imported, as already stated, 
at a cost of a hundred million dollars per 
annum. If this sugar were manufactured 
at home it would employ 100,000 factory 
hands and a still larger number of farm 
hands. It would intensify our agriculture 
and improve our cultural methods. It 
would help the tenant farmer and offer an 
opportunity to the man with small means, 
it would increase railroad traffic. It would 
employ domestic capital and retain the |10(^r 
000,000 at home which now goes to foreign 
merchants. It would stimulate inventions, 
encourage the education of sugar engineers 
and enlarge the fabrication of machinery. 
Surely that community is the most power- 
ful which can do the most for itself. Surely 
civilized communities must act through or- 
ganization. Institutions must be their or- 
gans. The higher the civilization the more 
complex becomes these institutions, because 
the more diversified become the needs of 
th people. The American Indian has few 
desires, therefore a few institutions will 
satisfy him. Now, the way to get institu- 
tions is to recognize their value, then pro- 
mote them. The beet-sugar is an institu- 
tion which benefits the four great elements 
in political economy; land, labor, capital and 
transportation, and through them distribu- 
tion. It stands upon all fours — "every foot 
upon the ground." It is the finest type of 
an "infant Industry" developed in this coun- 
try since the civil war. Shall this "infant 
industry" be sacrificed by annexing the Isl- 
and of Cuba or admitting Cuban sugar duty 
free? Here is an industry in which the raw 
material and the finished product are fur- 
nished by the same community. Shall it 
be blotted out to satisfy the avarice and the 
arrogance of refining companies? 



As I write, it is announced that the price 
of cane sugar is reduced, in territory where 
beets fiourish, one cent and a half per pound,, 
this cut to be maintained only while beet- 
sugar factories are making their product. 
It is announced that seashore importers of 
Cuban raw sugar can pay the present duty 
and lay the product down in New York City 
at three and three-quarter cents a pound. I 
opine that if the present duty is maintained 
beet sugar will be sOiu within the next 
twenty years in mat great market at even 
a lower figure. {Secretary Wilson recently- 
said: "We have no more need to import 
sugar tnan ^e have to import wheat," and 
he was right 

One of the questions that will press Con- 
gress for early consideration is the demand 
of Cuba for tariff concessions. In this coun- 
try there is a genuine sympathetic interest 
in Cuba's success, but there is a limit to what 
we can properly be expected to do. In re- 
sponse to Cuba's appeal, we sent our army 
and navy to rescue the island from Spanish 
rule. We paid the bill in ooth treasure and 
lives. We have since spent millions to es- 
tablish peace and start the machinery of 
civil government with political independ- 
ence. Are we expectea now to guarantee the 
prosperity of Cuban planters by contribu- 
tions from our treasury and the injury of an 
important American industry This is too 
much for Cuba to ask. Tet, in asking for 
free sugar, it is asking for nothing less than 
this. Such a demand is unreasonable, un- 
necessary and smacks of professional mendi- 
cancy. Free sugar would be equal to making 
the Cuban sugar planters (a handful of 
Spaniards, not the people of Cuba) a pres- 
ent of about 118,000,000 on this year's crop. 
To pretend that this is necessary to the 
maintenance of Cuban industry is dishon- 
est. The Cuban delegation have publicly 
stated that a quarter of this amount would 
be sufficient, and that half would give them 
liberal profits. But because they observe a 
liberal spirit in this country towards Cuba 
they have Increaseu their plaint, and in- 
stead of a remission of a third or half the 
tariff, they now are asking for the whole of 
it They know, and that is their hope, that 
with free sugar in five years they could sup- 
ply the whole American market and drive 
our beet-sugar industry into bankruptcy. 
Such a proposition shpuld not be considered 
for a moment If the Cubans insist on free 
sugar, and try to obtain it by carrying Span- 
ish cunning into the lobby of Congress, they 
should be refused any concession at all. — 



Pergonal. 

Mr. B. A. Oxnard, the well-known sugar 
producer of St Mary parish, was in the city 
during the past week. He, in common with 
other sugar men, was greatly pleased at the 
news received from Washington Saturday. 

Mr. M. Billeaud, of Broussard, La., one of 
the most successful and progressive sugar 
planters that we have in Louisiana, was at 
the Cosmopolitan hotel on Sunday last 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPONDENC1S.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Seasonable weather conditions have pre- 
vailed during the past week and the field 
forces of the plantations have not been slow 
to take advantage thereof to bring their 
work up to date. Some one has asked the 
question whether it would be possible to 
have a state of affairs short of the raillenium 
that would be perfectly satisfactory to a 
sugar planter and leave him no excuse for 
complaining. The interrogatory is what 
the lawyers call a leading one, which a wit- 
ness is not compelled to answer, and it may 
well be excepted that the sugar planter is 
no more prone to exercise the great Ameri- 
can privilege of kicking and growling than 
any of his fellows in other agricultural pur- 
suits. Be this as it may, it must be conceded 
that such conditions as now obtain in this 
section will come about as near heading off 
the pessimist and chronic kicker as can be 
hoped for. 

Manager Stark L. Davis, who has charge 
of B. Lemann & Bro.'s Souvenir plantation, 
said to-day, in response to "Ascension's" in- 
quiries, that prospects on that place are as 
good as they could be. Fine stands of cane 
are visible in all parts of the fields and the 
outlook is better than it has been for years. 
Planting was finished early and the field 
work is well up. 

Manager Alfred Beckner, of the Miles Com- 
pany's Riverton place, says the crops on 
that plantation, and the others of the Miles 
group as well, are showing up as finely as 
could be wished for. Field work is somewhat 
behind at Riverton, where planting was not 
concluded until an unusually late date, but 
another week of thlB favorable weather will 
enable the manager and his men to catch 
up with the procession in this respect. Mr. 
Beckner and family are halving the pleas- 
ure this week of entertaining a couple of 
welcome guests in the persons of Roman 
Daigle and wife from Florida. Mr. Daigle 
managed the Valcour Aime plantation in 
St. James parish for the late Oliver Beirne 
and afterwards held a similar position on 
Mrs. Jacobshagen's Union plantation, also 
in St. James. About the year 1888 he moved 
to Florida and invested in orange lands, and 
has been a citizen of the peninsular state 
ever since. The visitors have spent a while 
in their native parish of Iberville, among 
their relatives and the friends of former 
years, and now they are sojourning a few 
days among Ascension friends of "auld lang 
syne." 

Manager Theo. S. Landry, the young As- 
censionite recently placed in charge of the 
Gay Company's "Back" St. Louis plantation, 
near Plaquemine, has sent to the Donaldson- 
ville Chief a stubble root which presents the 
phenomenon of three well developed and 
sprouting buds on a single joint. Mr. Lan- 
dry says it is the first time he has Been 
such triplets, and several older managers and 



planters who have been questioned on the 
subject confess that the sight Is new to 
them also. The joint is on a stalk of sec- 
ond-year stubble, and Mr. Landry says there 
is no telling what more he might have found 
had he made an examination of first-year 
ratoons. He wants to know how Ascension 
and other parishes can hope to keep up with 
Iberville's pace in cane production when 
such evidence of the superior fertility of 
her soil is exhibited. 

"Sweet Iberville" is a fine 'parish, as ail 
will admit, and not the least of her advan- 
tages is that of her propinquity to 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been favorable since last 
report, and our planters are grateful that 
several threatened rains passed without fall- 
ing. The nights are rather cool, while the 
sun is very hot, so that one might say it 
blows hot and cold, but not in Nebraska-Da- 
kota style. Cane scraping, stubble digging 
and corn cultivating are all under way. 
There is no trouble finding something to do 
for everything needs work. The outlook 
continues promising. 

Mr. Thomas Tircuit, of Plaquemine, the 
clever manager of the Irion plantation, and 
a good planter, tells us that he will have 
a full stand on every row of cane on the 
place and from appearances on the roads 
many others can say the same. 

The sugar planters are still keeping things 
moving in the fuel line, and the last meeting 
of the Sugar Planters' Association, in whose 
discussion Messrs. Leonce M. Soniat and Ru- 
dolph G. Comeaux, prominent planters of 
^ur parish, took a leading part, will materi- 
ally strengthen the claim of the liquid fuel 
and help to reduce rolling expenses. These 
monthly gatherings bring the planters closer 
together and by sharing their experiences 
and uniting their efforts, give strength to a 
deserving industry. The scope of the asso- 
ciation's work could be greatly enlarged were 
every planter to become a member — an active 
militant member. 

Hon. Victor M. Lefebvre, of Manchac, pre- 
paratory to putting in an oil plant, has gone 
on a visit to the Texas oil region. 

The kiln of bricks burned last week by 
Messrs. D. Altemus & Co., of Plaquemine, 
with oil as fuel, turned out all right.. Their 
oil machinery was supplied by Mr. John H. 
Murphy, of New Orleans, who has also con- 
tracted with Messrs. Trahan & Daigle, the 
J. Supple's Sons Planting Co., Ltd., and Mr. 
Rudolph G. Comeaux, for oil outfits. Each 
day those who will remain on the coal and 
wood list become less numerous. 

Prospectors desirous of establishing a 
short and direct route for a railroad to the 
oil fields are now in this section. 

Mr. Emanuel Falcon of White Castle sold 
fifty acres on the lower line of his Golden 
Ridge plantation this week, to Mrs. Exavier 



Alleman and Willie Callgan, for |1,650, with- 
out improvements. 

Hon. John Marks, of Napoleonville, pur- 
chased the Joseph Martinez tract at sher- 
iff's sale Saturday, and has since deeded the 
northern half to Mrs. Victorine Martinez and 
the lower half to Mr. Myrtile Martinez, of 
Napoleonville. 

Mr. Thomas L. Condon has acquired the 
Valmont Hebert tract on Gross-tete from the 
South Louisiana Land Company, for |1.000. 

At the municipal election held Tuesday at 
Plaquemine, Mr. Henry J. Levy was the suc- 
cessful candidate for Mayor, defeating the 
present incumbent. Dr. D. 'L. Reville. The 
council will be composed of Dr. Eugene Hol- 
lo way, Pierre Elissalde, Charles P. Dupuy, 
and John E. Hill, with a fifth member yet 
to come, owing to a tie between Messrs. 
Henry Nadler and Frank Tuxworth. Mr. 
Levy is one of Plaquemine's successful busi- 
ness men, and on different occasions while 
filling the position of Mayor pro-tem, has 
shown aptitude for the position to which he 
has been elected, and that he will continue 
the good work started by his predecessor 
is the wish of every one in Ibebville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL CORHKSPONDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Notwithstanding the fact that the 1st of 
May is close at hand, there is almost as much 
uncertainty as to the present cane crop as 
there was three weeks ago. So far as the 
weather is concerned, it has behaved beauti- 
fully during the past two weeks, the only 
drawback to the rapid growth of vegetation 
being the cool nights, which hang on very 
persistently. A good rain on the 13th and 
another on the 16th inst. supplied the neces- 
sary moisture, and, with the warm days now 
prevailing, the cane should be making great- 
er progress than it is. 

Inquiry in different sections of the parish 
bring out the- fact that conditions differ 
widely even on adjoining plantations. In- 
deed, it would seem that this situation ex- 
istg to a more marked degree than ever be- 
fore. On some places, black land cane is re- 
ported to be coming up nicely, both plant 
and stubble, but that sandy land cane is back- 
ward and unpromising. On another planta- 
tion these conditions are reversed. Again, 
some planters complain that only the stub- 
ble is good, the plant, both spring and fall, 
being so backward as to indicate that at this 
late date, it will never come to good stand. 
Others contend that fall plant will make a 
fine showing, but that very little can be ex- 
pected of spring plant or stubble. And so it 
goes. As a small offset to t*iis unsatisfactory 
and uncertain condition, two planters living 
at extreme ends of the parish assert that 
their prospects for a good crop were never 
better, stubble, and plant cane being all that 
could be desired. The most discouraging re- 
port so far received comes from the man- 
ager of one of the largest plantations in the 
parish, who states that he does not believe 
he will get a good stand of either fall plant, 
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stubble or spring. The truth of the matter 
seems to be that it is still too early to form 
an accurate estimate of the crop of 1902. 
With the advent of warmer weather, the 
cane will come out much faster than- at 
present. But it is not only the cane that 
is backward. Cotton and corn are equally 
slow in getting to a stand. 

Every planter in this parish who can pos- 
sibly do so will use fuel oil next fall. The 
great trouble seems to be the inability of 
the New Orleans foundries to furnish the 
planters with the necessary tanks in time 
to use them at the beginning of the next 
grinding season. This complaint is heard 
all along the line. In connection wfth the 
use of fuel oil it is understood that a num- 
ber of sugar planters in lower Pointe Coupee 
have forn\ed themselves into a joint com- 
pany to construct a pipe line from Arbroth 
in the upper portion of this parish, to their 
respective sugar houses. 

Mr. Prasine Guedry, the rice planter who 
is cultivating the Carolina plantation at 
Port Allen, will begin the use of fuel oil this 
week. Wkst Baton Roimje. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues too cool for the 
best results, and yet notwithstanding the 
crops show up well, and a good stand, one 
may say, is assured. The heavy rain of 
Sunday last has necessitated the replanting 
of quite a large proportion of tne last planted 
corn. There seems to be a general idea that 
the crop prospects at present exceed in 
brightness the outlook for several years past. 
The stand of plant with the exception of a 
very small area of the fall plant is excep- 
tionally fine, while the stubble both as to 
Quantity and stand is superior to the crops 
since the memorable year '99. The prices of 
articles that are necessary to the carrying 
on of the cane fields are discouragingly high, 
while that of sugar, in inverse ratio, is dis- 
couragingly low. Peas, fertilizer, oats and 
corn are all seemingly attached to the latest 
improved Santos-Dumont airship and are 
soaring out of reach of the limited purses 
of the planters. To offset this, however, 
is the fact that Texas has come to our relief 
in furnishing a cheaper fuel. The quantity 
of rice p:anted is by far In excess of that 
planted for years in Assumption, and with 
the present stage of water in the Lafourche 
irrigation is a joy and delight. Recently the 
question has been asked in my presence as 
to the proportion the amount of rice raised 
in the United States (as they were before the 
Spanish flurry) bears to that imported. An 
answer to this question would be appre- 
ciated by many of your readers who have 
large interests in this cereal. 

An event of social prominence in Assump- 
tion will take place next Tuesday, viz.. the 
wedding of Mr. Charles Munson to Miss 
Josie LeBlanc, both of the contracting par- 
ties are popular in social circles here and 



number their friends by the hundreds. Mr. 
Munson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Munson, and the lovely bride is the grand- 
daughter of Mr. L. W. Poise, the Nestor of 
the Assumption bar. They will reside in 
this perish, so Assumption will not be the 
loser as so frequently happens by the mar- 
riages of our young ladies. 

Miss Mary Maguire, of Chicago, is visiting 
friends in Assumption and will remain until 
the first of May. 

The convention of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy bed last week in Napoleonville 
was a decided success in every way, and the 
delegates must have been pleased with the 
hospitality of our little town. 

This week the old Assumption Pioneer 
changes hands, and will be issued hereafter 
by a stock company; John Marks will con- 
tinue to hold the position of editor-in-chief 
and will be ably assisted by Judge Verret. 

It will seem odd to see the Pioneer with- 
out the name of Dupaty at its masthead, 
Mrs. Susan Dupaty, and before her Mr. Chas. 
Dupaty having Identified that name with the 
paper so that it has almost become synony- 
mous with that of the Pioneer. . Jos. M. Le- 
Blanc will be the president of the new com- 
pany, and Mr. Louis Corde will hold the 
position of manager. We wish the new en- 
terprise success and trust that it will herald 
to the world the many advantages enjoyed 
by south Louisiana, and the Parish of As- 
sumption in particular. This is the age of 
corporations and the union of individual en- 
terprise and energy devoted to the building 
up of the industries of our country, and 
the developing of its many resources means 
that we will soon occupy the station that 
the fertlMty of our soil and the salubrity of 
our climate so abundantly justify. 

The coming of two railroads seems to 
have awakened the people of this parish to 
a sense of its importance and hereafter Prog- 
ress will be the watchword. 

To-day the weather is warm, and with the 
moisture left from the rain of last week in 
the soil, the crops will soon catch up any 
backwardness. Mork A.nox. 



Terrebonne. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since the great rain of the 13th inst., 
which stopped field operations for three days, 
very favorable weather conditions have per- 
mitted of splendid headway in getting over 
the crops. 

Plant cane and stubble have been fertil- 
ized and are now in shape for cultivation. 
Corn has received its first working and hav- 
ing had sufficient moisture at all times is 
growing vigorously. 

The writer has not heard a single com- 
plaint about defective stands of cane, and 
this condition, with the unusually large acre- 
age planted this spring, make the prospects 
for a '97 crop very bright. 

The conversion to rapid and shallow cul- 
tivation goes slowly but steadily on. Last 



season the Messrs. McCollam Bros., at Ellen- 
dale, adopted this system of cultivation and 
were very successful in its use, so much so 
that the present crop will be similarly han- 
dled. 

There are several good machines on the 
market for working the middle and the old 
system of 4 to 6 trips to complete the cultiva- 
tion of a row must pass away. Besides be- 
ing in violation of all agricultural laws, the 
expense attached to this method and the ina- 
bility to carry out the old motto "frequent 
and shallow cultivation" will tend to hasten 
the disappearance of the two-mule plow in 
cultivation. 

There is considerable activity in the con- 
struction of oil tanks going on. The greater 
portion of the factories in the p.arish are 
adopting this fuel for the coming crop, and 
already deliveries of steel are being made. 

With the well advanced condition of field 
work, a spell of weather that promises great 
growth of vegetation within a few weeks 
and the fate of the Payne bill are causes for 
the return of those old time smiles our plant- 
ers used to wear — and which have been 
missed so long in Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather conditions remain favorable 
and crops are growing very rapidly. There 
has been considerable wind for the past few 
days that has dried out the ground rapidly 
but the temperature is decidedly more favor- 
able for the advancement of vegetable life 
now than it was ten days ago. The ther- 
mometer registers round 85 during the day 
and the evenings and mornings are simply 
fine. All forms of animal life are enjoying 
the^ superb condition of the climate. Cane 
is showing up very nicely, the stand will be 
perfect and the outlook for a full tonnage 
was never better. Stubble cane is up to a 
good stand already and plant is coming up 
rapidly. The prospects for disposing of the 
cane are not so bright, there are but few 
mills in the field bidding for cane and they 
do not seem to be very anxious for it. The 
rice crop is very promising and the salt 
water scare has been in a measure put to 
flight. The heavy rains of some days ago 
and the high water in the Mississippi river 
has relieved the bugaboo. The reports now 
are that the water is purely fresh as far out 
as Belle Isle Bayou on the Vermilion Bay 
which is almost to South West Pass. With 
the bay full of fresh water at this season of 
the year and a further rise in the Missis- 
sippi and the Atchafalaya rivers the rice 
planter in this section of the country is al- 
most proof against salt water, for the pump- 
ing season which will last only about 90 
days. The rice crop will undoubtedly be a 
success as far as yield is concerned and with 
a full crop there will not be storage room 
to accommodate it. The corn crop is look- 
ing very nicely and promises a fair yield, the 
replant necessitated by the ravages of the 
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worms is up and looking fine. Cotton is com- 
ing up and though it was nipped by the cool 
weather it is coming out and presents a 
healthy appearance. 

Work on the planters' rice mill building 
is progressing very rapidly. The main mill 
building has three of the four stories on and 
the fourth is being put on; the mill build- 
ing proper is to be ready to receive the ma- 
chinery by May 15th. Mr. Mike Gordy, form- 
erly of Franklin, has charge of the work un- 
der Contractor J. A. Petty, of Crowley, and 
he handles it with all ease and dispatch. 

P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL C0BBS8P0NDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week has been ideal weather and 
the farmers have made the best of it. 
Thousands of acres of rice have been planted 
since the last rain and several thousand 
acres are up sufficiently high to be flooded. 

V. Wainright, the deep well man, informs 
us that he has Just completed two of the 
best 12-inch deep wells in the rice section 
on the Bence ft Arnold place some 7 or 8 
miles east of Gueydan, one of which flows 
6 inches above the surface of the earth, 
while the other rises to the surface. 

Your correspondent had an occasion to 
visit the McClure Bros, rice farm a few days 
ago, which is located seven miles west of 
Gueydan. The McClure Bros, are the most 
extensive rice planters in this section, they 
will have in cultivation 1,400 acres of rice 
this year, all of which will be watered by 
deep wells. We were shown some rice which 
was fully 6 inches high and were told by 
Mr. McClure that they had 300 acres at that 
height, and that they would flood it this 
week. They have five 12-inch wells with 
which they expect to water their entire 
crop. 

Several of the prominent business men 
of this section are now organizing the Gulf 
Coast Rice Milling Company, Limited, and 
a large amount of stock has already been 
taken. The mill is to be capitalized at |50,- 
000. 

The Mutual rice mill will close its season's 
run this week. 

It is said the Gueydan rice mill will have 
fully a two month's run yet. 

There are three distinct surveying parties 
between Gueydan and Lake Charles, repre- 
senting three different railroads, so this 
practically insures the rice belt a new road. 

X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

f'nnMaaNOJsaHHOD qvioajs) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

While the nights and mornings have been 
rather cool for the best interests of the more 
tender plants, such as young cotton, still 
the weather has been, in general, very favor- 
able for the farmers of the Red river dis- 
tricts. Late reports from Rapides and St 
Landry are to the effect that farm work is 
well advanced and as a rule the farmers 



ought to be highly elated over their present 
prospects. While caking a trip over the 
country during the past week I noticed that 
while the cotton acreage has been largely 
increased on some places there seems to be 
no apparent increase in acreage planted to 
corn, and I even found that on some of the 
places I visited the acreage to corn has, if 
anything, been cut down, to make room for 
more cotton. Prom a strictly progressive 
standpoint this seems to me to be bad policy 
and cannot bring good results. Those who 
have been growing all cotton to the exclu- 
sion of other crops cannot prosper in the 
end as much as those who diversify their 
products. 

The first cutting of alfalfa for hay-making 
is at present being pushed forward on a 
number of places in this section of the coun- 
try. Where alfalfa seed was planted early 
enough during last fall the stand and growth 
of the plant is exceptionally fine and coming 
in so early it affords much relief to the farm- 
ers by relieving them from the purchase 
of so much high-priced corn for feeding 
purposes. I have been informed that Mr. 
W. L. O'Quinn, of Barbreck, is so favorably 
impressed with the results he has secured 
from a twenty acre plot of alfalfa, that he 
has decided to increase his acreage this com- 
ing fall to eighty acres and he will increase 
his acreage to corn, pease and cane and will 
to some extent do away with the cultivation 
of cotton on his place. 

The cane raisers in the neighborhood of 
Barbreck are said to be well advanced with 
their work. The young canes are growing 
out to be a promising stand, with every pros- 
pect for improving as the weather grows 
warmer. Nearly everybody in the locality 
of Barbreck and around the Augusta fac- 
tory has planted from a fair to a heavy acre- 
age to corn, in which, when the season comes 
for laying it by, pease will be planted, for 
the double purpose of hay making and the 
improvement of the soil. In regard to the 
cane in this parish it may be said that it is 
in all respects very promising. The young 
plants, as they come up through the ground, 
seem to be very strong and healthy. Stub- 
ble, while a little late, is nevertheless be- 
ginning to ratoon, and the cane raisers seem 
to think that as soon as the weather grows 
warmer and we have an occasional refresh- 
ing shower of rain there will be no doubt 
whatever of a luxuriant growth on all the 
cane fields. 

Up to the present time but very little has 
been said by any one in this part of the 
country about sugar house improvements. If 
anything is done later In the season I will 
make a note of it. 

The cotton glnners are stirring around 
looking after new machinery to install in 
their plants. It is now reported that Dr. W. 
D. Haas has purchased Mr. C. F. Knoll's 
fine ginning and compressing plant situated 
in Bunkie which will practically give the 
control of the ginning and compressing busi- 
ness in the territory tributary to Bunkie to 



the three gins and compress controlled by 
Dr. Haas. 

As I close this letter the weather is mild 
and favorable for all kinds of field work. 

Ebii). 

Trade Notes. 

Kracke d Flanders. — ^We note with pleas- 
ure the recent acquisition by Messrs. Kracke 
ft Flanders, of 630 Gravier street. New Or- 
leans, of the property located at numbers 632 
and 634 Gravier street. This shows a spirit 
of progressiveness that is worthy of imita- 
tion. It shows the wonderful success accru- 
ing to young men when endowed with perse- 
verance and ambition. 

It is but a few years since the senior mem- 
ber of the firm began in a small way to so- 
licit trade from the planting fraternity and 
others, and with constant attention to busi- 
ness and with the aim to serve honestly and 
consclentio!isly those entrusting their orders 
to them, their trade has grown to consider- 
able magnitude. 

This, their latest step, will inspire confi- 
dence, especially amongst the building and 
contracting trade, planters, etc. It is a well- 
known fact that a guarantee is exacted on 
all Composition, Tarred Felt and Shell Roof- 
ing. Such guarantee when backed up with 
tangible values in form of real estate, is 
naturally preferable to an otherwise worth- 
less document. 

Many of the readers of our journal, who 
contemplate the erection of structures the 
coming season, should make a note of this. 

This enterprising firm has work as far 
east as Brunswick, Ga., and to the west as 
far as Houston. Tex. They claim taat they 
have work in dozens of places in both this 
state and Mississippi, Alabama and Texas. 

The sugar planters requiring roofing for 
oil tanks, etc., would do well to consult them 
before closing elsewhere. 

They are the distributing agents for the 
South for the Union Carbide Co., for carbide 
for the generating of acetylene gas. 

Their stock of Asbestine Cold Water Paint 
for all kinds and classes of buildings, is very 
extensive and complete. 

Another specialty which has established a 
reputation for itself is the Graphite Elastic 
Iron Paint which is now used by nearly 
every planter 5n the state. 



Personal. 

Mr. J. A. Barnett, of the Shadyside planta- 
tion on Bayou Teche, was registered at the 
St. Charles hotel during the early part of 
the week. 

That well-known and highly esteemed 
young gentleman, Mr. C. Robt. Churchill, re- 
turned during the past week from a trip 
through the sugar district where he counts 
his friends by the hundreds. 

Mr. C. O. Freeman, of Lecompte, La., was 
at the Hotel Grunewald on Monday last 

Mr. J. O. Wright, the well-known dredging 
engineer returned on Monday from a trip 
through the sugar district and found the 
cane looking splendidly, especially the plant 
cane. 
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Berlin. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBNCB.) 

Bebltx, Apbil 5th, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is, with regard to the weather, no 
improvement to report, although it cannot 
be denied that it Is quite in keeping with the 
season, that is to say, extremely changeable. 
Sunshine, rain, snow and any other sort of 
meteorological circumstances are following 
one another in the most promiscuous way, 
and consequently field work can be done only 
during the very short Intervals of dry 
weather now and then occurring. This, how- 
ever, would not be of much account if the 
month of March had been more springlike, 
permitting farmers to accomplish the pre- 
liminary field operations; this, however, has 
not been the case and consequently the pres- 
ent unsettled climatic conditions must needs 
accentuate the backwardness, both in the 
agricultural pursuits and in the development 
of vegetation, and this unsatisfactory state 
of things Is not only observable in this coun- 
try but also abroad, so that In all Central 
Europe the beet sowings are undergoing a 
pretty long delay, which can be recovered 
only by exceptionally favorable weather later 
on. It is, however, quite doubtful whether 
a good crop this year would be a boon for 
the industry, or is it not a contradiction to 
preach reduction of the sowings and wish 
for a good crop? Anyway it would be best 
this year if the efforts to curtail the sowings 
were not frustrated by an abundant crop, 
which would certainly prove an obstacle to 
a final and thorough improvement of the mar- 
ket, now finding itself, in consequence of 
overproduction, in the most deplorable con- 
dition imaginable. (Well, there is a general 
belief in a marked reduction of the beet 
sowings, but no less general is the uncer- 
tainty as to the importance of this reduction. 
As a consequence of the Brussels conven- 
tion it will become necessary, that those 
countries which are adhering to this agree- 
ment Will in a certain measure change their 
sugar legislation. With regard to this coun- 
try the daily papers alleged to know, that 
shortly after the Easter holidays a bill will be 
submitted to the Reichstag which will reduce 
the excise on sugar from 20 marks per 100 
kilograms to 16 marks. But it has been offi- 
cially stated that these conjectures are lack- 
ing of any serious basis. It is therefore 
most probable that the sugar bill will be sub- 
mitted only to the next Reichstag, that Is to 
say to that elected next year. On the other 
hand the French' minister of finance has his 
bill ready and he "has submitted it to the 
chambers already. But the present mem- 
bers* terms having expired, the bill must be 
considered also by a newly elected house. 
The minister, said when bringing in the 
projected law that he did not hope that the 
present chamber would consider it, but he 
wished that the country might take full note 
of it and that the sugar fabricants might be 



able to prepare themselves for the new legal 
conditions they are to work under after Feb- 
ruary 1st, 1903. The sugar tax will be re- 
duced to the extent of 25 francs per 100 kilo- 
grams of refined sugar, so that it would 
henceforth amount to 35 francs instead of 60 
francs, the present rate, all bounties being 
abolished as a matter of course. The French 
sugar-makers have already remonstrated 
against the loss of their subsidies, but in 
such a mild form that it looks as if they 
were certain to be indemnified some Other 
way, so that the bounty may change only for 
the French industry in form and not in sub- 
stance. Similar loopholes, as it seems, are 
going to be prepared in the Austro-Hungarlan 
monarchy, where a kind of contingent plan 
is thought of similar to the mode of support- 
ing the Industry now in use in Russia. In 
the case that really in France and Austria 
measures are taken to compensate for the 
lost bounties, the convention, apart from 
Germany, would remain a dead letter, and 
therefore our country would be the sole 
mourner, provided that the German Reich- 
stag will adopt the convention and the legal 
changes to be made in connection with it. 

The new saccharine law which forms part 
of the French financial law, has been adopt- 
ed by the chamber as well as by the senate. 
Its principal provision is that the sale of 
saccharine and of similar sweets without 
nutritive value is restricted to the apothe- 
caries and it must be handed to tlie customer 
only on medical receipts, whilst any contra- 
vention Is punished by a heavy fine. In 
Germany the producers of saccharine do not 
seem to be much afraid of such severe legis- 
lation, for the firm of Fahlberg, List & Co., 
in Salbke on the Elbe, the first and most 
Important factory turning out saccharine, 
has been changed into a company of share- 
holders with a capital of 3,000,000 marks. It 
is evident that the concern is going to in- 
crease its output mudi to the detriment of 
the legitimate sugar trade and of the im- 
perial treasury, which loses large sums of 
sugar taxes as long as the stuff is permitted 
to be sold freely without paying any taxes, 
whilst sugar is by far overtaxed. It is in- 
deed an anomaly of the first degree and 
hardly conceivable that an article like sugar, 
with its excellent qualities, is burdened by 
high taxes whilst the artificial sweetstuffs 
which by many medical authorities are de- 
clared to be not quite harmless for the "hu- 
man body, are allowed to be dealt in with- 
out paying a farthing of taxes. In my opin- 
ion, however, it would be more advisable to 
prohibit its genera] use, instead of taxing it, 
as, by the latter mode it receives the stamp 
of an unobjectionable substance. 

The markets were last week less active 
than during the period before the Easter 
holidays, but there has been a steady tone 
prevailing and this prevented a larger drop- 
ping of prices. A certain support was given 
to the market by advices that America has 
bought beet sugar and that there is great 
probability that the first estimates of the Cu- 



ban crop will not be reached. The prices 
fluctuated a little but closed generally on a 
par with last T^eek's quotations: 88 per cent 
prompt delivery M. 8.55-8.85 at Magdeburg, 
and M. 6.50 for delivery April f. 0. b. land- 
ing. In refined no change to report. 

RoBfUEtT Hennio. 



Havana. 

(special c0bbb8p0ndbncb.) 

Havana, Apbil 19, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to the quietness pre- 
vailing in New York and the continuous de- 
cline of prices, the demand at this place to- 
tally subsided and the number of sales was, 
accordingly, quite limited, aggregating only 
about 25,000 bags, which changed hands on 
the basis of 1.60 to 1.53^ cent per pound, for 
96 degrees of good shipping classes, market 
closing to-day very quiet and barely sup- 
ported at the outside price, for aforemen- 
tioned grade. 

The prolonged delay in settling at Wash- 
ington the tariff question has induced the 
owners of several large parcels to ship them 
off at once, and exports during the first fort- 
night of this month, add up nearly 200,000 
bags; but owing to heavy stocks on hand 
and the continuance of grinding, supplies 
in first and second hands, at all the shipping 
ports of the island, still exceed 400,000 tons, 
which circumstance also contributes in keep- 
ing prices down. 

Crop Reports — Dry weather continued 
prevailing until the middle of the week un- 
der review, when it commenced to rain so 
copiously as to seriously interfere with crop 
operations, in several localities; but on the 
other hand, the setting in of the rainy sea- 
son, has been quite beneficial to the younger 
canes (ratoons especially), which were in 
great need of moisture. 

Grinding continues quietly and on a very 
limited scale, the number of plantations that 
are being operated at their full capacity is 
quite reduced, owing, on one side to the 
discouraging prospects of the market, not 
only at present, but also for several months 
to come, and on the other, to the unimpor- 
tant cane supply planters can as yet dis- 
pose of; on this account, several factories 
have already definitely extinguished their 
fires and a larger number are getting ready 
to do the same at an early date, the general 
output ranging at from 30 to 35 per cent 
below the first estimates and consequently, 
the shortage in the crop will be considera- 
ble. 

The acreage that has been placed under 
culture for new plantings is rather small 
and the next crop is not expected, therefore, 
to exceed the one now under way. 

Cane Fires — Prior to the last rains cane 
fires were repeatedly reported and the lar- 
gest ones took place on the following plan- 
tations: "Armenia," at Bolondron; "Aus- 
tralia," at Jaguey Grande; "Santa Filomena," 
at Corral False, and "Tinguaro," at Colon, 
all in the province of Matanzas. 
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Sugar Manufacturing Cost — The Agricul- 
tural Review, published in its last issue an 
article in which the manutacturing cost of 
beet sugar in the United States and cane 
sugar in Cuba, are compared. Starting from 
the hypothesis that in Cuba the cost of 
manufacturing sugar is subject to the same 
conditions as in the United States, of the 
quality of the soil, atmospherical changes, 
prices for labor and other general factors, 
such as the greater or lesser facilities of 
transportation and others, which considera- 
bly interfere with the manufacturing cost, 
it was found necessary to establish the cal- 
culation upon averages, which the most 
competent parties estimate in Cuba at 2.06 
cents per pound, centrifugated sugar, basis 
96 degrees, delivered at the shipping port; 
if to this first cost the freight to New York, 
Baltimore, Boston or Philadelphia (10 cents 
per quintal) and lighterage and commission 
(25 cents per quintal) are added, the cost 
of each pound of sugar, landed at any of 
aforementioned ports, will amount to 2.41 
cents, which, together with the duty, 1.68V:2 
cent, will aggregate 4.095 cents. 

A reduction of 25 per cent in the present 
duty, would be equivalent to 42-100 of a cent, 
which is not sufficient to prevent the planter 
from losing at from 3-5 to 7-10 of a cent on 
each pound of sugar he manufactures; un- 
der such unfavorable conditions only few 
planters who are exceptionally favored, as 
regards the location of their factories, and 
disposing of means to allow them to hold 
back their stocks, might be able to make 
both ends meet at the termination of the 
campaign; but against one or two dozen who 
are able to run their plantations under such 
favorable conditions and produce sugar at 
a minimum expense, there are on this island 
15 or 16 thousand plantation proprietors 
and agriculturists, devoted on a larger or 
smaller scale, to cane growing, whom the 
pn^sont status of the market has totally 
ruined. X. D. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL CORRKSPONDBXCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

After several weeks of uninterrupted rain, 
sunshine has broken forlh again, and cane 
cutting has been resumed with renewed 
vigor. For eignt days the Island of Kauai 
suffered from a steady downpour, though 
the damage was confined principally to the 
rice fields. There was considerable inter- 
ference with the loading of sugar for ship- 
ment, however, because of these rains. 

The news of the advance in the price of 
sugar at New York brought by the last 
steamer has greatly strengthened the local 
market. The increase of 3-16 means $5.75 
per ton, on an increase in the value of the 
Hawaiian crop of over a million dollars. 
News from San Francisco is not so encour- 
aging, and the low prices of Hawaiian se- 
curities on that market is unexplainable 
here. There has been little change in the 
Honolulu exchange in prices, very little trad- 



ing being done. What shares were sold 
showed a slight advance. Dividends on 
sugar stocks were paid this month as fol- 
lows: Ewa, one per cent.; Kahuku, one per 
ceni.; Oahu, one-half per cent; Olowalu, one 
per cent., and Waimanalo, seven per cent. 

Negotiations are pending for a combina- 
tion of the Nahiku and Hana plantations, 
the latter company agreeing to take over 
the property of the first named plantation. 
Hana agrees to pay an annual rental of |4,- 
500 tor a twenty-six years' lease of the Na- 
hiku plantation, which includes a valuable 
water right which Hana is badly In need 
of. If the deal is carrieu through, the Na- 
hiku Sugar Co. gets a bonus of over $30,- 
000. The directors, however, are standing 
out for an increase in the offer to $5,000 
annually, claiming that they once were of- 
fered that amount. An effort is being made 
also to start a new sugar plantation near 
the Nahiku lands, but entirely distinct from 
the old corporation. A well known Wailulu 
Maui resident is at the end of this new en- 
terprise, and he has, it is said, been prom- 
ised financial backing by Honolulu capital- 
ists in case he can secure control of 2,000 
acres. In case the plan goes through, a mill 
will be immediately constructed. The pre- 
vailing low prices of sugar and the scar- 
city of labor are against its success, but the 
outcome will not be known for several weeks. 

The Kona Sugar Co. is again in the courts, 
but tniS time not within the clutches of 
Judge Humphreys, who has been generally 
regarded as an enemy to the sugar inter- 
ests. Judge Edings has appointed M. t. 
Scott as temporary receiver by agreement 
uctween all che parties, and a uond of $50,- 
000 was given. S. M. Damon will, it is be- 
lieved, succeed Scott as receiver in case he 
agrees to furnish the money for financing 
the plantation. He has just returned from 
a visit to Kona, and is apparently very well 
satisfied with conditions there. The mill 
has been started up and everything is now 
progressing swimmingly. There is only one 
ditticulty — trouble with the Japanese labor- 
ers, who, it is said, have threatened to 
strike unless their demands for money are 
Immediately complied with. The Japanese 
consul -from Honolulu has gone to the plan- 
tation and will endeavor to quell the dis- 
turbance, as the money for wages has been 
practically assured. The mill Is now run- 
ning on a twelve-hour shift, but as soon as 
the cane is cut, two shifts will be worked 
and the cane harvested In short order. 

The Wahiawa Sugar Co. now seems likely 
to be involved in a law suit. The corporation 
has under lease lands from the Holt inter- 
ests, and so far have been unable to pay 
rentals, being now three years in arrears. 
The Wahiawa Co. has not been entirely suc- 
cessful, and the owners of the lands leased 
by them now threaten to bring suit, in which 
event the further cultivation of the property 
would probably be abandoned. 

The Kohala Sugar Co. has decided upon 



an issue of bonds to the amount of $150,000 
for the payment of the pumping machinery 
installation made two years ago. At the 
meeting an issue of $300,000 was authorized, 
but the entire amount will not be required 
to carry the work through to completion. 

Kaka. 



Trade Notes. 

'^Keystone*' Hair Insulator. — ^An article of 
exceptional interest to architects, builders 
and prospective owners of all kinds of struc- 
tures is "Keystone" Hair Insulator. The 
problem of insulating buildings against the 
extreme temperatures of summer and winter 
is receiving considerable attention. Such an 
Insulator not only insures greater comfort;, 
but decreases fuel bills. 

The question of sound deadening Is also 
one of increasing importance in the resi- 
dence, school, church, hall, and, in fact, all 
kinds of buildings. The insulation of ice- 
boxes, cold storage compartments and build- 
ings to maintain low temperatures produced 
by natural ice or refrigerating process, is 
also a problem of great importance. 

ihe exclusive selling right for "Keystone" 
Hair Insulator, patented and manufactured 
by Messrs. Julius De Long & Co., of Alle- 
gheny, Fa., has been secured by the H. W. 
Johns-Manville Co., who are carrying stocks 
in various parts of the country for the con- 
venience of their widely extended trade. 

The H. W. Johns-Manville Co. are recog- 
nized the world over as pioneers in the field 
of heat and cold Insulation. So successful 
have their products from asbestos and other 
materials been that the marketing of "Key- 
stone" under their name is sufficient guaran-" 
tee of its adaptability to the work for which 
they recommend it. Pamphlets upon "Key- 
stone" Hair Insulator for the heat insula- 
tion and sound deadening of ordinary build- 
ings, also upon refi-igeration. together with 
samples of material, will be cheerfully fur- 
nished upon request by the H. W. Johns- 
Manville Co., 100 William St., New York, 
whose advertisement appears in this issue. 



Personal. 

Hon. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche parish, 
was at the St. Charles hotel on Thursday 
last. 

Hon. W. W. Duson. the rice king of south- 
west Louisiana, was in the city during the 
past week. He made his headquarters at the 
Commercial hotel. 

Mr. Benj. H. Pring, of the Oneida planta- 
tion in St. James parish, was a Wednesday 
guest of the St. Charles hotel. 

Mr. I. S. Lothrop, of the lower coast, was 
in New Orleans on a visit a few days ago. 
He was a guest of the Cosmopolitan hotel 
yhile here. 

Wr. Carroll Barton, one of the largest su- 
gai\ planters on Bayou Lafourche, was in 
the >^ty on Thursday and he reported the 
crop t>?^spects very excellent indeed in his 
section, f^. fact the best that they have had 
for many ^<£ars. 
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Beet Sugtit Notes. 

The Chicago Tribune of recent date has 
a special from Saginaw, Mich., in which it is 
stated that President W. V. Penoyer, of the 
Saginaw Sugar Company, said that there 
was a deal being put through between the 
Michigan beet sugar properties and the su- 
gar trust. 

Prof. P. F. Trowbridge of the Sanilac Su- 
gar Refining Company, at Croswell, Mich., 
reports over 7,000 acres of beets contracted 
for. This company expects to obtain several 
hundred Russians from Nebraska to work In 
the beet fields this summer. 

A Beet Growers* Association was organ- 
ized in Outagamie county. Wis., March 25. 
Mr. John Brill was elected president and 
M. Ryan, secretary. 

An increase in acreage is reported for 
Menomonee Falls, Wis., this season. 

A special meeting of the Advancement As- 
sociation of Beaver Dam, Wis., was held 
March 25, to talk over the possibility of ob- 
taining a sugar factory for that town. A 
committee of five was appointed to go over 
the matter with the Wisconsin Sugar Com- 
pany and a report was to be made at a 
special meeting April 3. 

The Utah Sugar Company is considering 
the advisability of building a line of rail- 
road north from the Southern Pacific 
through the Bear River valley to Malad, in 
order to reach the factories to be erected 
in the valley. 

The Logan City, Utah, factory has closed 
its contract books, the desired acreage hav 
ing been secured. The company will handle 
about 4,000 acres of beets. Adverse criti- 
cism is report; d from Logan in regard to 
the low assessment made by the assessor on 
the Logan sugar factory. The company is 
capitalized at $500,000 and has on hand 
about $150,000 of material, and the assessor 
is reported as only placing a value of $140. 
000 on the property. 

The factory at Lehi, Utah, had reached an 
acreage of more than 8.000 at the middle of 
March. 

Suit for $10,000 damages has been filed by 
George Roth against the Logan sugar fac 
tory. Roth claims to have sustained inju- 
ries while working on the lower floor of the 
factory last summer, at which time he was 
struck on the head by some bricks falling 
from the upper part of the building. 

North Dakota may get a $600,000 sugar 
factory if Cuban duties are not adverse to 
sugar expansion in the United States. 

Mr. Henry Herman, of Woodville, Ohio, 
has contracted with the sugar factory at 
Fremont, O., to raise 70 acres of beets, the 
sugar company furnishing all the hand la 
bor at $18 per acre. 

The Fremont factory has contracted for 
about 600 acres of beets near Williston, Ohio. 

An increased beet acreage will be put in 
In western Kansas this year. The Rocky 
Ford, Colo., sugar factory has contracted for 
500 acres of beets in Kearney county, Kas. 
Hamilton and Finney counties will also 
plant large acreages. 

The growing of sugar beets at Big Timber, 
Montana, is being urged by Prof. Fortler, 
of the Bozeman Experiment Station. 

The Agricultural Experiment Statfon of 
the University of Illinois is requesting the 
farmers In different sections of the state to 
co-operate with the station in carrying on 
experiments to determine the suitability of 
the soil for sugar beets. Pedigreed sugar 
beet seed to plant one-tenth of an acre will 
be distributed to each farmer applying, and 
directions in regard to planting, cultivating 
and harvesting will also be given by the 
station. In return for this the station de- 



sires that a record be kept of the sort of 
soil upon which the beets were grown; the 
treatment given the soil in preparing it for 
the beets; information regarding the stand 
of beets obtained; the general condition of 
the growing crop; and the yield of beets 
harvested. Blanks for this Information will 
be furnished by the stationf, which are to 
be returned to the station in the fall, ac 
companied by a sample of five average beets, 
to determine the sucrose content and purity. 

President Theden of the St. Louis Park, 
Minn., sugar factory, has secured the prom- 
ise of a considerable acreage of beets at At- 
watcr, Minn. 

About 355 acres of land will be planted In 
beets in the vicinity of Sutherland and Her- 
shey, Nebraska, for the Grand Island fac- 
tory, besides 460 acres at Maxwell and 85 
acres at North Platte. To Lincoln county 
the company has shipped 18,000 pounds of 
beet seed. 

Two companies, with a combined capital 
of $1,000,000. and backed by the American 
Sugar Refining Company, are reported to 
have gone into the beet sugar business In 
Colorado and to have secured options on 
lands suitable for beet cultivation and for 
the building of sugar factories. 

The standing committees of the Denver 
Chamber of Commerce for the current year 
include one on the Beet Sugar Industry, of 
which Mr. C. S. Morey was appointed chair- 
man. 

Beets grown in Colorado on irrigated land 
are reported to have averaged $80 per acre, 
and but $16 on non-irrigated lanas. 

The factory at Longmont, Colo., will not 
be completed in time for the 1902 crop, but 
will go over to the following year. Work 
on the buildings, however, will begin im- 
mediately. 

A number of Maryland citizens have gone 
to Sugaf City, Colo., to engage in the sugar 
beet industrv. 

The Sugar City factory .is endeavoring to 
contract for the beets raised around Mosco. 
Colo. 

A plan is reported to be afoot at Grand 
Junction, Colo., to reorganize the sugar com- 
pany there, and arrangements are being ne- 
gotiated with the Grand J«nction bank, 
which holds the factory property, to turn 
the same over to the company. 

The Union Pacific Railroad will probably 
Foon begin work on branches through the 
beet district of Colorado, taking in Greeley 
and Eaton. These two factories will be 
completed in July. 

Arrangements have been completed at 
Sterling, Colo., for the building of a sugar 
factory for the 1903 crop. 

The Kiiby Manufacturing Company has 
placed a $20,000 contract with H. \V. Chris- 
tian, an electrician, for wiring five factories 
now being built by this company. 

The Spokane, Wash., Trades Council at 
its meeting March 25. introduced resolutions 
condemning the sugar trust on the ground 
that it is attempting to wipe out the beet 
sugar factory at Waverly, Wash. The reso- 
lution pledged the members of the council 
to use only the sugar produced at Waverly 
while the trouble continues. 

The Eastern Sugar Company, of New 
York and New Jersey, will erect a 500 ton 
sugar factory at Phornix, Arizona. The res- 
idents of the Salt River valley gave a lx)nuf^ 
of $45,000 to procure this plant and also 
contracted to raise 5,000 tutres of beets. 

The Oregon Sugar Company, of LeGrande, 
Oregon, is making arrangements with the 
farmers of Boise county, Idaho, to plant su- 
gar beets this season. The sugar company 
will furnish seed and necessary tools and 
will pay $4 per ton for beets free on board 
the cars at Boise. 



One hundred beet growers of Holland are 
reported to have sold their homes and to 
have sailed for the United States, to go 
Into beet culture in the West. 

A large Mormon contingent is reported to 
have left Utah for the province of Alberta, 
Canada, to raise beets there. 

The Detroit Sugar Company Is endeavor- 
ing to contract for beets at Leamington, On- 
tario, offering $3.75 per ton for beets f. 0. b. 
loading point. 

Work on the Wallaceburg, Canada, beet 
sugar factory Is being rapidly pushed and 
Indications are that the factory will be com- 
pleted before the harvest season opens. 

The Wiarton, Ontario, Sugar Beet Com- 
pany has received several car loads of beet 
seed and has contracted for the planting of 
more than 4,000 acres of beets. 

The Newmarket Sugar Company, intendtng 
to manufacture beet sugar, has been incor- 
porated at Newmarket, Canada. 

A number of sugar beet growers' associa- 
tions are being formed in Wisconsin and 
they are having a splendid effect in encour- 
aging the growth of sugar beets and pro- 
moting the welfare of this industry. A 
great deal of enthusiasm -has been awak- 
ened in the agricultural communities of the 
state which will undoubtedly bear fruit and 
lead to the rapid development of beet sugar 
manufacture. 

Thirty tons of sugar beet seed have been 
distributed by the Binghampton Beet Sugar 
factory among the farmers who will supply 
the factory this year with beets. The 
time for planting this seed is about the 
first of May and its distribution will all be 
completed by that day. The farmers are 
charged for the seed the actual cost price 
and it is paid for when the harvest is taken 
off and the beets delivered. 

The Navy Department has given on ofder 
to the Michigan Chemical Company, of Bay 
City, Mich., for 75.000 gallons of alcohol. 
This alcohol is being made from beets and 
it is estimated that the beet sugar factories 
around Bay City paid out fully $1,000,000 
for sugar beets during the past season. 

A proposition has been made to the citi- 
zens of Ripon, Wis., concerning the erection 
there of a sugar beet factory provided a cer- 
tain tonnage of beets is guaranteed early 
by the farmers. The proposal has been 
made through Superintendent Richard Wag- 
ner, of the Menomonee Falls Beet Sugar 
Ccmpnny. 

An interesting item has recently been pub- 
lished to the effect that the vice-president 
of the Oxnard Construction Company, Mr. 
J. H. Hamilton, has hit on a new plan for 
planting and growing sugar beets. Instead 
of planting the seed in the ground, Mr. 
Hamilton puts each seed into a paper tube 
which is partly filled with earth and fer- 
tilizer and he allows it to germinate there. 
After the little plant has grown sufliciently, 
the tubes are carefully assorted and the best 
and most thriving plants are taken out and 
planted in the field. 

The Utah Sugar uompany . is now very 
busy sowing their beet seed and they are 
reported to be daily drilling about 500 acres. 
Something like 9.000 acres have been con- 
tracted for, and the prospects at this date 
are very encouraging for a good crop. 

Mr. Wm. Gelder, president of the firm of 
Wm. Gelder & Company, is said to have se- 
cured a controlling interest in the immense 
sugar manufacturing plant of the Colorado 
Sugar Manufacturing Company at Grand 
Junction, Col. Mr. Gelder's idea is to secure 
as soon as possible several hundred families 
of experienced beet growers and get them to 
locate in the Grand Valley and raise sugar 
beets. 
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AtM>ut the Burning of Fuel Oil. 

Mr. J. Gerald Branch, president and gen- 
eral manager of the National Oil Burner ft 
Equipment Company of St. Louis, was re- 
cently interviewed at the St. Charles by The 
Louisiana Planter, and spoke as follows: 

"Yes, I am here to establish Southern head- 
quarters for our company in this city. We 
do not sell burners, but equip the entire 
plant, or factory, complete. We have found 
this to be much the most satisfactory ar- 
rangement to all parties concerned. Our 
burners, and system of feeding the fuel oil 
to the same, are entirely different from any 
on the market. We guarantee to use less 
oil, and we have constructed our burners 
and system with a view for safety, and hav^ 
taken every precaution to secure it Both 
the burners and the apparatus for feeding 
the oil are entirely automatic. Our pres- 
sure tanks are supplied in addition with au- 
tomatic cut-off valves and gravity alarms of 
our own invention, so that in case a pipe 
should break, or spring aleak, we guarantee 
not a pint of oil will escape. By this means 
the furnace is always kept perfectly clean, 
and there can be no danger from the oil 
dripping from the burners, and on becoming 
vaporized by the heated furnace, permeate 
the same and the flues, causing an explosion 
when the burners are relit. This is the only 
real danger in the use of fuel oil. Unless 
every precaution is taken, the burners are 
apt to go out from the air which is forced 
along in the oil pipes, and necessarily forced 
to pass through the burners. To avoid this, 
we provide all oil pipes with our automatic 
air vents, which keep the air out of the 
pipes at all times." 

"Does it require much mechanical skill and 
knowledge of the oil to make a good burn- 
er?" 

"Yes. most certainly. Just as much as to 
construct a good engine; possibly more. Of 
course, any one can provide means for burn- 
ing the oil in & furnace. You can do that 
in an iron kettle, but you will consume an 
enormous amount of oil and have a very 
dangerous contrivance. To construct a good 
burner it requires mechanical skill, a thor- 
ough knowledge of the properties of the oil, 
and a high order of inventive talent. The 
oil contains only a certain number of heat 
units in itself, but when properly burned 
with steam and air, both of which are com- 
posed of the most combustible of elements, 
the heat obtained from the combination of 
all three can be much intensified and the 
amount of oil used much reduced. To com- 
bine these elements in the proper proportion 
requires, in addition to the above, a good 
knowledge of chemistry and a practical ex- 
perience in furnace work. In our case the 
three are combined in the burner itself. We 
take our heated air directly into the burner 
itself, which is provided with a combustion 
chamber, the air being taken from the heated 
furnace. This feature, combined with our 
apparatus for feeding the oil under a high 
pressure to the burner, after the oil has come 
in contact with the heated water from the 
boiler, which cleanses it and takes out all 
foreign particles held in the oil in mechan- 
ical solution, enables us to obtain most suc- 
cessful results. An important feature of our 
system is that it cleans and heats its oil in 
this way, and at such a little expense." 

"Is there any economy in cheap burners?** 

•*None; on the contrary, the most expen- 
sive investment a planter could make would 
be a cheap burner and system of feeding the 
oil. The I ouislana planter is known the 
world over for the completeness and high 
character of his equipments, and I do not be- 
lieve for a minute that he will install in his 
expensive factories the so-called cheap burn- 



ers. He would not think of buying a poorly 
constructed engine or boiler, because it is 
cheap, nor will he permit poorly constructed 
burners under his boilers, to bum them 
out, clog up his furnace and perhaps blow 
them up, simply because they cost little. 

"Our company has had experience with 
plants which attempted to make their own 
burners, and I therefore feel sure that the 
planter will profit by the experience of others 
and buy the burner and the system which 
uses the least oil and is the safest. A sav- 
ing of only a few gallons of oil to a barrel, 
will make a great deal at the end of the 
season." 

"Do you think a satisfactory result can be 
obtained from the burning of bagasse with 
oil?" 

"Certainly, why not? We will guarantee 
perfect satisfaction in burning bagasse with 
our burners, and will not change the fur- 
nace to do so, other than we would change 
it for the burning of oil alone. This is very 
little and permits the return to coal at any 
time within half an hour after the furnace 
is cool enough to permit the fire brick to 
be handled." 

"Is your company prepared to equip sugar 
factories at once?" 

"Yes, complete; and also furnaces of ev- 
ery description, as well as cupolas, brick 
yards, terra cotta works, etc. We have the 
only small burner on the market, so far as 
I know, which burns the crude oil alone, 
without steam or air, and which will not 
clog. We use this burner under small boil- 
ers as high as 25 horse-power, and for do- 
mestic purposes, such as stoves, hot air, 
steam or hot water furnaces. It is espec- 
ially adapted for small Donkey boilers for 
the initial steaming when any steam burner 
is used. 

"We would be pleased to hear from any 
planter and give him any information in our 
power as to the burning of crude oil. Any 
mail for the present addressed to me at 
the St. Charles Hotel, or at our home office, 
Carleton Building, St. Louis, will receive 
a prompt reply. We have not as yet selected 
our permanent location in this city, but will 
do so at an early date." 



Molasses as a Food for Army Horses. 

BY E. G. CRIFFIN, D. V. 8., VETEBINABY ABTILLERT 
CORPS, FORT SHERIDAN, ILL. 

While serving with the Fifth cavalry in 
Porto Rico, 1899 to 1901, it was observed that 
the natives used considerable molasses in the 
feeding of their ponies. On inquiring into 
the reasons, we were informed that the corn 
of the country was small, hard, scarce and 
expensive, oats had to be imported, hay was 
an unknown quantity, it being practically 
impossible to cure grass in a country where 
the rainfall was so great and frequent; be- 
sides, as vegetation fiourishes the year 
through, grass in large quantities was al- 
ways obtainable, although of a coarse va- 
riety and containing 85 per cent, of water. 

Grass, as fed, is cut early in the morning, 
made into bundles from ten to fifteen 
pounds, transported on oxcarts to the neiga- 
boring towns, and there retailed for a small 
sum to the horse owners.. An unlimited 
supply of this grass is allowed to the horse 
it, however, being cut or chopped into short 
lengths first In addition to this, where 
molasses is obtainable (and it is very plen- 
tiful in this sugar-raising country), and 
cheap enough, it is added to the drinking 



water and the animal is allowed to partake 
of it in large quantities; all of the ponies 
do good work on this ration and endure sur- 
prisingly the hard usage and brutal abuse 
to which they are subject by the native Porto 
Rican and the Spaniard, who are seemingly 
devoid of mercy where horseflesh is con- 
cerned. The question suggests itself, why 
not feed army animals in this manner? 

Through the kindness of Colonel Clem, 
chief quartermaster of the then Department 
of Porto Rico, a money allowance of |80 was 
placed at our disposal for the purchase of 
molasses for the purposes of experiment 

Six troop horses and two private horses 
were selected for the feeding experiment 
which was inaugurated January 1, 1899, and 
continued until May 31 of the same year. 
In carrying out the experiment I was ably 
assisted by a detail of enlisted men, in 
charge of Farrier Pagoda, of Troop L, Fifth 
cavalry. 

On the appointed day the eight horses 
were weighed, pulse, temperature, respira- 
tion, secretions, etc., noted and recorded; 
also the condition of the teeth and general 
health, all of which were normal; selection 
of horses was made without discrimination, 
except that of the two private horses, one 
of which belonged to the adjutant of the 
regiment, the other to ourselves. 

Commencing with the morning feed on 
January 1, the oats ration was gradually 
decreased and grass substituted, at the rate 
of three pounds of grass for one of oats. 
Commencing on the 4th, the hay ration was 
gradually diminished and its place supplied 
with grass, at the rate of two pounds of 
grass for one of hay. On the 6th, in addi- 
tion to the grass, now amounting to twenty- 
one pounds a day (chopped), there was 
added, mixed therewith, three pounds of 
molasses. The hay and oats were partaken 
of eagerly, also the fresh grass, but that 
mixed with the molasses was absolutely re- 
fused, except by horse No. 2, which was very 
fond of candy or sugar. He, however, ap- 
peared to have trouble in its mastication, 
when it struck us that the molasses was not 
sufficiently diluted. At the next feed 25 per 
cent, of water was added to the molasses, 
when five of the animals commenced to eat 
it gingerly. By the 10th of the month all 
of the horses were eating thirty-five pounds 
of grass and fourteen pounds of molasses 
daily, without the addition of any other feed 
whatsoever. 

HORSES I/)ST IS WEIGHT. 

From the 7th to the 18th each horse lost 
in weight from twenty-five pounds in the 
case of No. 2 to thirty-two pounds in the 
case of No. 5. Contrary to expectations, 
there was no relaxation of the bowels no- 
ticed; in fact, at a late period bran had to 
be given to overcome a partially constipated 
condition in all of the subjects; urine was 
clear and secreted in greater quantity than 
usual, but on test for sugar no reaction could 
be observed. 
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During this time each animal vas doing 
the usual routine work of the garrison — 
drills, parades, scouts, horse exercise and 
patrols, amounting in all to about five or 
six miles a day. 

On the morning of the 17th it was decided 
to give the animals a regular amount of 
work, consisting of twelve miles a day each, 
with saddle packed with soldier's field kit, 
or its equivalent, which, with the man, av- 
eraged 203 pounds. 

Animals were watered at 6 a. m., f^ fif- 
teen pounds of grass and seven pounds of 
molasses immediately afterwards; at 7:30 
a. m. they were all saddled, and the detach- 
ment, under our direction (riding No. 2), 
proceeded thus: One mile walk, one mile 
regulation trot, one mile walk, one mile 
slow gallop, two mile walk, one mile fast 
gallop, one mile trot, two mile walk. Re- 
turning to the stable not earlier than 9:30 
a. m., unsaddled, placed- horses on ipioket 
line; water was ofTered at all of the numer- 
ous streams crossing the -line of maroh while 
enroute, but was refused except on rare oc- 
casions, and then partaken of only by the 
oldest animal in the detachment. No. 6, 15 
years old; water was offered at noon, but 
little partaken of; at 4:^ p. m. twenty 
pounds of grass and seven pounds of mo- 
lasses were again fed, salt was offered twice 
a week, and about three ounces partaken 
of for the week; the molasses was diluted 
with 25 per cent, of water and mixed with 
the chopped grass as far as possible; where 
all could not be mixed it was dissolved in 
water and offered as a drink, which was 
partaken of during the night out of the 
bucket left in each manger. 

Commen<ring with January SO all the 
horses commenced to pick up, and by the 
5th of February all of them had arrived at 
their original weight, and in some cases, 
notably No. 2, had surpassed It, with the 
exception of No. 6, the old horse, which re- 
gained his weight slowly. By the end of 
February all the horses had increased in 
weight over the original from thirty-five to 
sixty-eight pounds, the former in the case 
of No. 6, the latter No. 2. This Increase was 
maintained or varied from very little 
throughout the experiment, except in the 
case of No. 6, the old horse, which slowly 
put on fifty-two pounds over the original. 
The work was continued daily, rain or shine, 
•Sundays excepted, and in addition to this 
we were glad to let the hoi:ses out to garri- 
son riding parties for drills and parades, 
so long as it did not interfere with the reg- 
ular work, with the understanding, however, 
that no food should be offered while absent 
from the stable. In addition to this all 
the horses were given a swim in the sea ev- 
ery Sunday afternoon for about half an hour 
with the object in view of washing off any 
molasses sticking to the coat. Grooming was 
only indulged in once a day, and that about 
4 in the evening. 

On April 18 No. 3 stumbled on a atone 
and strained the superficial fiexor of the off 



fore, necessitating his remaining in the sta- 
ble for seven days; during this time he gain- 
ed twelve pounds in weight. 

FERMENTED MOLASSES FED. 

On April 29 a barrel of fermenting mo- 
lasses was delivered in the evening; on the 
morning of the 30th this molasses was fed 
at the regular time. As the customary 
monthly muster was to be held at 7 o'clock, 
the usual work was postponed un^l later 
and all the liorses turned out for this func- 
tion; they behaved in a most scandalous 
manner, breaking up the ranks, smashing 
up things at the reviewing point and even 
dismounting the saddler sergeant, who was 
an expert horseman. Query: Had the fer- 
menting molasses anything to do with it? 

Commencing with February 5, it was noted 
that the faeces were becoming quite dry and 
the animals had difficulty in defecating; to 
correct this we had to give a little bran on 
the 11th, which was partaken of greedily; 
it had the desired effect and had to be re- 
peated on an average of every two weeks. 

It w€is noticed in Porto Rico that the 
young horses were those that kept the sick 
report full all of the time, while horses of 
7 and over were seldom reported ; the trouble 
was usually of a digestive nature, with Its 
consequent "out-of-condltion" scratches, skin 
abrasions, etc. Pour of these cases were 
chronic sick report horses and could not be 
braced with the usual drugs, except for a 
few days. On February 3 all of them were 
suddenly deprived of their grain and hay 
and put on a ration of six x>ounds of molasses 
and twenty pounds of green grass daily. 
They refused the molasses for two days, but 
hunger being a fine stimulant to the appe- 
tite, on the morning of the 6th we were grat- 
ified to see that everything had been clean- 
ed up. (No, their teeth were not in poor 
condition; we were positive of this, as we 
noted it on the record.) Strange to relate, - 
tliese animals commenced to pick up imme- 
diately and within ten days they improved 
so wonderfully that their riders failed to 
recognize them. These horses did their 
usual troop work, which was light After 
living a month on this ration they were as 
suddenly returned to their hay and oats. 
Both of them suffered with indigestion for 
several days, but otherwise the sudden 
change was not injurious. We were under 
the impression that we would certainly have 
some acute digestive disorder on the sudden 
change from dry to green feed and molasses, 
but none appeared that could be observed. 
We were not surprised at the indigestion 
on going back to the dry feed. 

AH of the horses partaking of the mo- 
lasses, including the four sick ones, im- 
proved in spirit, coat, condition, wind and 
flesh, and looked better than any of the other 
horses in the garrison. Remembering that 
they (the eight) accomplished considerably 
more work and under more unfavorable con- 
ditions, apparently, and that they probably 
received less grooming, the results, as ob- 
served, are certainly astonishing. 



We will not go into the relative nutritive 
qualities of foods, as we are positive very 
few of those who pursue this would care to 
read it, but I will remark that the grass 
raised on the island of Porto Rico i» very 
innutritions, consisting of little but water 
and cellulose; as a consequence the pastured 
cattle are large of abdomen and watery and 
stringy of muscle. The ox, which is the 
draft animal of the country, is fed on the 
tops of sugar cane and in many ways has 
his ration of the innutritious grasses added 
to. 

On ending the experiment the horses were 
gradually restored to their usual ration of 
twelve pounds of oats and fourteen pounds 
of hay daily, which they ate gneedily. 

So much interest was shown in the experi- 
ment that not a single question was ever 
asked as to its results, or If molasses was 
of any value as a food for horses. As this 
IS the first time the result of the experiment 
has been put on paper, it may be of some 
interest to veterinarians. We do not claim 
originality for this ration, it having >been 
in constant use on the island of Porto Rico 
from time immemorial. 

Army horses in the West Indies, when 
the regular ration is not obtainable, can be 
substituted without loss of fiesh or vitality 
on grass and molasses, both of which are 
cheap and easily obtainable. The average 
price per day for the grass and molasses ra- 
tion was 15 cents, that of the regular ration 
about 27 cents; the price of molasses de- 
pends upon the season, it being cheapest 
when the cane is being ground. 

Thirty-five pounds of grass and from thir- 
teen to fifteen pounds of molasses as a daily 
allowance are sufficient to maintain a horse 
of 1,000 pounds weight in good working con- 
dition in a climate similjar to that of Porto 
Rico. 

On this ration animals appear to do more 
work, condition and coat improve; there is 
less tendency to prespl ration, wind deci- 
dedly improved, urine increased but slightly, 
bowels have a tendency to constipation, 
whch is easily corrected by feeding of a few 
pounds of bran at stated intervals. 

Sudden change from dry to this ration 
is not at all Injurious, and does not derange 
the digestive apparatus. On changing to 
a dry ration it should be done gradually, or 
serious consequences may rise. 

Molasses attracts insects, notably flies and 
ants; it sticks to the animal's coat, smears 
his face and breast, halter and halter strap, 
soils the clothing and the equipment of the 
men, and causes some trouble and delay 
in mixing it with the grass, which must be 
cut flne. It is believed that molasses in 
small quantities in the United States could 
be used to good advantage in the treatment 
of sick horses recovering from some de- 
bilitating disease, also in cases of animals 
suffering from dyspepsia where the coat is 
rough and i>kin harsh and tight, as well as 
In horses with chronic indigestion that will 
not respond to the usual tonics. 
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If molasses as a feed or partial feed- be 
used by any of your readers with a thera- 
peutical object in view, it is hoped he will 
place the result of his observations at the 
disposal of the profession. — Twentieth Cen- 
tury Farmer, 



The Value of Treacle, or Molasses 
as Pood. 

Many agriculturists have long been con- 
vinced that treacle is an admirable food for 
horses and cattle, and their conviction is 
now stronger than ever, owing to certain ex- 
periments which have recently been tried, 
and which have proved eminently success- 
ful. Unfortunately, in some countries 
farmers have practically been debarred from 
using treacle in this way, owing to the fact 
that there is a duty on all saccharine mate- 
rial; but now in France at least, steps "have 
been taken to remove this obstacle, and, fur- 
thermore, the French government has pub- 
licly notified agriculturists that it will do all 
in its power to aid them in popularizing the 
new food. 

The most notable experiments with treacle 
have been made by a French chemist, and a 
veterinary surgeon. They assert that 
chopped hay or grass mixed with treacle is 
an excellent cure for asthma in cattle, and 
furthermore, that food of this kind neither 
loads the stomach or Impedes respiration. 

Two other experts have also made experi- 
ments in regard to the effect of treacle on 
the general health, weight and milk of ani- 
mals, and they have arrived at the following 
conclusions: 

First, that treacle mixed with ordinary 
food quickly increases the weight of sheep, 
pigs and cows; second, that animals whicb 
are fed in this way give more and richer 
milk than they did before; third, that tre- 
acle is an excellent food for horses, since 
they quickly acquire a liking for it, and ap- 
parently do not lose any of their strength, 
the only noticeable change being a slight 
tendency to stoutness; and, fourth, that it 
can effectively be used with food of inferior 
quality since the animals will then readily 
eat it, wbereas tney would not care for it in 
its natural condition.—A'ew South Wales 
Northern Htar. 



Patents Relating to Sugar. 

Reported for the Louisiana Pianter \y Byrnes & 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National Union Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. 

The patent issue of April 15, comprising an 
edition oi 532 numbers, contains but a sin- 
gin patent relating directly to the sugar in- 
dustry, and this one, singularly enough, ap- 
pertains to the one branch of the industry 
which we are accustomed to regard as hav- 
ing reached a stage of completion, — the pro- 
duction of maple sugar. This patent, grant- 
ed to James H. Hill and John Rivett, of 
Horseshoe, N. Y., covers a stoam heated eva- 
porating pan, provided with an interior 
steam coil and an external jacket, with steam 
connections so arranged that the steam may 



pass directly Into both coil and Jacket, into 
either alone, or in succession into both, pro- 
viding thereby a means for regulating the 
temperature according to the character and 
concentration of the material under treat- 
ment. The maximum temperature is ob- 
tained when live steam is admitted direct to 
both coil and jacket, the minimum tempera- 
ture when the jacket alone is used,, and the 
intermediate degree is secured by passing 
the steam first through the coil, then con- 
densing it in the jacket. 

Of interest to sugar engineers is the form 
of water tube boiler, a modification of the 
familiar Stirling type, patented to James S. 
Stevens, of Barberton, O. The purpose of 
the new construction is to avoid the use of 
the usual fire brick bafile plates and to sub- 
stitute therefor water tubes which shall not 
only perform the function of diverting the 
gases from the furnace, but shall also in- 
crease the heating surface of the boiler. The 
patent drawings show a boiler of the usual 
type provided with three circulating drums, 
of which the central one is somewhat higher 
than the others and constitutes the steam 
dome. Two mud drums are used and the 
several drums are connected together by^the 
usual banks of water and steam tubes. The 
invention lies in forming the rear bank of 
each set of water tubes into a baffle plate by 
bringing the tubes so close together as to 
form practically a water wall for the deflec- 
tion of the gases. Alternate tubes are slight- 
ly staggered and are as nearly in contact as 
practice will allow. To provide a path for 
the gases near the upper portion of the first 
bank and the lower portion of the second 
bank, alternate tubes are defiected from the 
line of the others entering in each case the 
drum immediately in the rear. The objec- 
tionable character of the usual fire brick 
baffle plates, not only on account of their 
I ropensity to crumble but by reason of their 
absorptive 'capacity for heat, is well under- 
stood, .ind tne modified form of boiler would 
seem to be a decided advance so far ns steam 
generiiting capacity is concerned. With the 
large increase of heating surface which is 
secured by the arrangement, it would seem 
to be particularly adapted for use in ba- 
gasse lurnaces, in which an enormous vol- 
ume of gas passes over the heating surface. 

Particular attention is now being directed 
to the forthcoming patent issue of April 29, 
which will comprise more than 700 numbers, 
or by far the largest issue in the history of 
the Patent Office. Co-incidentally therewith 
is the announcement of a large increase of 
force in the Patent Office to handle the vast 
amount of work now coming in. 



New Sugar Agreement by Qrocers 
and Refiners. 

By an agreement on contract formally rati- 
fied yesterday all refiners throughout the 
country will sell sugars on uniform 
terms. This does not mean they will name 
uniform prices, but that whatever the price. 



the terms shall remain unchanged. In fu- 
ture, therefore, a price of 5 cents for gran- 
ulated will mean the same whether quoted 
by the Sugar Trust, the National Company 
or the Arbuckles, and it will not be compli- 
cated by any special or extra discounts. Dur- 
ing the last year or so there has been con- 
siderable irregularity, so far as discounts 
have been concerned, and refiners have 
charged their rivals with making secret dis- 
counts while apparently maintaining list 
prices. 

The new terms will go into operation on 
all sugar sold on and after April 15. They 
follow: 

List price, less 15c per hundred pounds. 30 
days. 

Discount 1 per cent cash 7 days. Extra 
discount of 5 points to be paid at end of 60 
days to all who have lived up to agreements. 

The present terms are list prices, less 1 
per cent trade discount, less a second 1 per 
cent for cash 7 days, and less a third 1 per 
cent special discount. The last named 1 per 
cent special discount was the result of an 
alleged secret cut by the Sugar Trust which 
was openly met by the Arbuckles and subse- 
quently put into operation by the National 
Company. 

It is not a fact that the refiners have 
agreed among themselves in regard to the 
new terms. The agreement has been entire- 
ly between the individual refiners and the 
National Wholesale Grocers' Association. In 
other words, the grocers have themselves 
first agreed upon the terms they believe they 
can live up to and enforce. It is well known 
that for some years past the wholesale gro- 
cers have had great trouble in carrying out 
what is known as the equality plan for the 
sale of sugars. In some portions of the 
country they have been able to maintain the 
profit they agreed among themselves should 
be the minimum, namely, 15c per hundred 
pounds; but in many other sections of the 
country the *plan has not been successful. 
The sections in which they may be said to 
have .been successful are the New England 
and Eastern States, but beyond these sec- 
tions any maintenance of prices has been 
irregular and the sugar business which con- 
stituted so large a share of the business of 
the wholesale grocer has in many instances 
been carried on at an actual loss, on account 
of the encouragement to use it as a leader 
for the sale of other merchandise. 

The wholesale grocers of th^ country 
through their National Executive Committee 
have for a year or more been at work upon 
a plan for remedying this unsatisfactory and 
unprofitable condition, and they this week 
completed it and yesterday secured formal 
promises of co-operation from the refiners. 
It will, they believe, tend to carry out the 
equality plan and enable all grocers to secure 
a moderate profit on sugar. The grocers' 
committee secured the co-operation of the 
refiners on the direct assurance that the 
equality plan would be honestly maintained. 
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The equality plan, in brief, is one by which 
grocers at various Jobbing centres through- 
out the country are placed on equal terms. 
In other words, the refiners sell at list prices 
less the discounts; and add to the bill an 
amount for freight which will give grocers 
the sugar at a delivered price as low as any 
other grocer, though he be in some other 
jobbing centre, who may supply their na- 
tional territory. 

The grocers of the West and in some sec- 
tions of the South feel satisfied the new plan 
will prove effective. These are the sections 
in which the sugar business has been most 
discouraging. It is generally understood 
that sugars from New Orleans refiners will 
in sections where equality prices are in ef 
feet also co-operate. 

With the possible exception of New Eng- 
land the wholesale grocers' associations will 
have no financial control over the operations 
of their members with the various refiners 
— not even in the instance of the five-pdint 
rebate that is to be allowed after sixty days 
in the event of the agreement being honestly 
maintained. The New England Association 
has in the past, however, distributed dis- 
counts among such of its members who have 
not been proved to have cut prices, and it is 
possible this association may also, at the 
request of all its members, be the distribu- 
tor of the special five-point, sixty-day re- 
bate. It is not probable, however, that re- 
finers will refuse to forward this rebate di- 
rect to any grocer who may request it to be 
sent direct. — N. Y. Journal of Commerce, 
April 5. 



The End of the Bounties. 

Contrary to expectation, the Brussels su- 
gar conference has led to a definite result. 
A convention was agreed upon, the chief 
feature of which is that sugar bounties shall 
be abolished and countervailing duties in- 
troduced against a** bounty-fed sugar. 

There is, of course, a possibility that the 
agreement will not be ratified by the vari- 
ous governments concerned, but it is no 
more than a possibility. The probability is 
in favor of ratification. The sugar interests 
of Germany, Austria and France naturajly 
will oppose ratification and will exert their 
powerful infiuence to prevent legislation in- 
tendea to carry out the convention. It is 
not likely they will be successful, however. 
While the sugar interest is a powerful one, 
and is backed by strong agricultural in- 
fluence, there is no doubt that the various 
governments have long been tired of the 
bounty system, which is a serious drain upon 
their exchequers and maintains abnormally 
high prices for sugar to the domestic con- 
sumer, while cheapening it to foreigners, 
oesides being a constant source of irritation 
in their foreign relations. It is difficult to 
believe that the people at large will hasten 
to the rescue of a system which makes sugar 
a luxury to them, while it enables other 
nations to use it in plenty. 
Like every change, the transition to the 



new condition of things will involve much 
suffering and perhaps individual ruin. Many 
small factories that have been able to exist 
by the artificial conditions created by the 
bounty system, are apt to succumb to the 
uncertainties attending the transition period. 
But on the whole, it is fair to believe the 
peoples that have been paying bounties will 
be gainers by the change in the long run. 
The sugar manufacturers will be obliged to 
develop their home markets and sell sugar 
cheaper. This will enhance consumption, 
anu the European countries may end by be- 
coming as large consumers of sugar as the 
English peoples are to-day. When that point 
shall be reached, the European sugar in- 
dustry will be on a wholesome and stable 
basis. The bounty system was justified as 
a temporary expedient to develop the beet 
sugar industry. As a settled policy it was 
a grave economic mistake, which European 
statesmen have long recognized. They will 
be glad of the opportunity to "let go. 

This important change is due almost en- 
tirely to the determined attitude of the Brit- 
ish government. Opposition to the boun- 
ties was begun by the United States, and to 
the late Mr. Dingley is due the credit of hav- 
ing discovered the remedy in the form of 
countervailing duties. But, to compel the 
abolition of the bounties it was necessary 
that the chief customer of continental beet 
sugar, viz., England, take a resolute stand 
against it. This was done at the Brussels 
convention. What brought about the favor- 
able issue of the conference was the stand 
of the British representatives, who laid down 
tne statement that unless the bounties and 
"kartells" were abolished, their government 
would introduce countervailing duties. This 
brought the continental governments to their 
senses and forced the change. 

The action of the Brussels conference is of 
exceedingly great importance to the United 
States. It practically solves the problem of 
the preservation of the American sugar in- 
dustry. With the removal of the artificial 
stimulus that induced the colossal over-pro- 
duction of sugar, to which is due the de- 
pression in the sugar market, the reason for 
aid to the Cubans vanishes. With the sugar 
market thrown back upon the laws of supply 
and demand the market will no longer be 
glutted with a surplus of a million and a half 
of tons of sugar, and prices will once more 
become normal. All that ue United States 
government need do now for the Cubans, if 
anything at all, is to find a temporary ex- 
pedient to tide over until the resolutions of 
c*ie Brussels conference can be put into ef- 
lect. This will probably be about a year or 
so. At the end of that time the sugar mar- 
ket will have regained its natural equili- 
brium, and the Cuban planter can make a 
handsome profit. The process will be has- 
tened by the fact that European manufactur- 
ers have lowered the price to be paid for 
beets, which Is having the effect of material- 
ly curtailing the beet area. 

A Washington dispatch states that Mr. 
Henry T. Oxnard lost no time in submitting 
iais new phase of the question to President 
Roosevelt, and the United States govern- 



ment will probably modify its plans accord- 
ingly. — Beet Sugar Gazette. 

St. James— Right Bank. 

( SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the past week was con- 
spicuous for the absence of rain, thereby 
allowing the soil to dry, and permitting 
plowing again last Monday, after a whole 
week's suspension, owing to everything hav- 
ing been so thoroughly soaked. A. little 
hoeing and cleaning ditch banks were the 
only occupations permissable, hence there 
Is a rush of work now. As was surmised 
in our report last week, the big rain men- 
tioned therein, did not improve the thorough- 
ly worked condition of the soil, but on the 
contrary converted it into clods, more or 
less, consequently going over the same pro- 
cess again, is rather tough work and slow 
also, as labor is increasing in scarcity, and 
the little left is slow, but not sure. It is al- 
most pitiful to see a few stragglers scat- 
tered here and there on the plantations of 
seven and eight hundred acres under cul- 
tivation, as one passes by. The limited 
number can no longer be termed, "gang," 
as that would be making a mountain out of 
a mole-hill. Planters are, however, making 
the best of the situation, and, by slow de- 
grees, making both ends of the work meet. 
It was feared that a large acreage of corn 
would have to be replanted, but upon in- 
vestigation the alarm was removed, as it 
was necessary to replant only small strips, 
here and there. Cane is still coming up, and 
showing a good disposition to do more if it 
gets only half a chance. Distributing fertil- 
izer is occupying some attention, where it 
will be used. 

The topic of conversation now is in regard 
to the Mississippi and Lafourche drainage. 
An active attempt is being made to get all 
those in the districts to be benefited inter- 
ested, but as usual that lack of enterprise, 
which is one of our deplorable characteris- 
tics, looms forth again in this undertaking. 
The majority of planters understand the 
value, and importance of this drainage sys- 
tem, and favor it, but unfortunately there 
are enough pessimists to deal with who will 
probably be the cause of some delay in carry- 
ing the project through. We hope the "kick" 
against such a sure thing will wear off, and 
that one and all will go into it for all it is 
worth, which will be much, for, in this in- 
stance, it can be truly said that "what will 
be good for the goose will be good for the 
gander." Messrs. E. B. Lapice. of Lauder- 
dale plantation, and H. Himel, of St. Amelia, 
have been appointed to canvass the St. James 
district; they are untiring in their efforts 
to fulfill their mission and will, no doubt, 
be instrumental in making the Mississippi 
and Lafourche drainage a big success. 

Mr. J. K. Tucker, of Armant plantation, 
visited New Orleans on business this week. 

Mr. L. A. Carter, of New Orleans, visited 
Mr. A. M. Sobral, of Oak Alley plantation, 
this week. St. James. 
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-(§2% 


- @2ft 


- @2U 


- ^3}i 




Centrifugals, 96''. 


- @m 


- @4 So 


- @3A 


- @3A 


— r^5 20 




Granulated 


— @4 50 


- @4 50 


- @4 50 


- @4 50 


- @4 60 


Raw— Firm, 


Standard A 


- @4 30 


- @4 30 


- @4 30 


- @4 30 


- @4 30 


- @4 30 


- (@4 95 


little offering. 
Reflned-Qaiec. 


Dutch Granulated 


- @ — 


— @ — 


— r^ — 


- - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


German Granul'td 


- @4 18 


- @4 14 


- @4 14 


- @4 10 


- @4 09 


— @4 12 


@4 78 




MOLASSES. 


















N.O. Choice 


- @ _ 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 




N. 0. Fair 


-C^ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


-@ - 




London: 
















Cane— Flat and lower 


Jaya, No. 15 D. S. 


8s. - d. 


8s. - d. 


88. - d. 


8 - d. 


8s. - d. 


78. 9 d. 


lis. 6d. 


Beet— Firm and 

rather dearer. 


A. & G. Beet. . 


68. l>^d. 


6s. OJid. 


68. OJ^d. 


6 OJ^d. 


68. - d. 


6s. l)i^d. 


98. iKd. 



NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— @4 55 

— @ - 



— @4 95 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— (§4 55 

— @ - 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 
@ - 



@4 95 
(^4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 
@ - 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 

@ - 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 

@ - 



@5 65 
^5 65 
@5 40 
^5 35 

(a — 



Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Apr. 16 .' Tons 115,488 

At four ports of Great Britain to Apr. 12 " 220,060 

At Cuba, six ports to Apr. 16... '* 888,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 



Apr. 



35, 1 90 J. 
-Sugar- 



Reoeiyed. 
Sold 



Hhds. 



Barrels. 
6,966 
7,195 



Molasses 

Barrels 
2,152 
2,152 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to Apr. 35, 190a. 

Hhds. barrels. 'IBairels. 

ReoeiTOd 3254 1,696,651 290,770 

Sold 3254 1,631,220 290,770 

Reeeired same time last year 6364 1,299,643 106,997 



Mpiasises 
Bs 
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April 25. 



WBBKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Horduras — 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights 

Screenings... 
No. 2 

Honduras. 

Head 

Straights 

SoreeningB. 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton.... 

PouBH, per ton... 



Apr. 10. 



2 25@3 25 
2 23@4 00 



3K(^3Ji 
2^(^3 

2 (S2H 
i%@2 

6 @b^ 

3 @4^ 
2 (^2H 
1%@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 50@28 00 



Apr. 21. 



2 25(^3 25 
2 25(S4 00 



2h@3 

2 (&2^ 
lJi@2 

5 @5|^ 

3 @lJi 
2 @2^ 
1%@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 50Q&3 03 



Apr. n. 



2 23@3 26 
2 25@4 00 



2^(33 

2 @2^ 

1%@2 

5 ^51^ 

3 @4k 
2 @2^ 
l?i@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 50Q23 00 



Apr. 28. 



2 25@3 26 
2 25@4 00 



2H^3 
2 @2|g 
1%@2 



5 @5^ 
3 @4^ 
2 @2^ 
lJi@2 

17 60^18 00 

22 60(823 00 



Apr. 24. 



2 26^3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3><^3% 
2^@3 
2 ^2?i 
1%^2 



6 '^6Ji 
3 @4)5i 
2 (92^ 
l?i@2 

17 &0@18 00 

22 60(823 00 



Apr. 25. 



2 25(83 25 
2 25^3 26 



2 @2H 
iJi@2 



5 (85^ 
3 @4>i 

1%@2 
17 S0@18 00 
22 50(828 00 



Same Day Last 
^ear 



- @ - 
Nominal 



- (8 - 

- (8 - 

- (8 - 

Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal 

13 C0(814 00 

19 0OQ20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Japan^Qulet. 
Hondaraa-~Qu let. 



Japan— Good 

demand. 



Honduras— Good 
demand. 



and talea at Nt 
Apr, 



ReceiTed. 
Sold 



w Orleant for tbe week ending 

SaokbRouob. PCT8 CXban. 

2,610 2,904 

726 12,669 



Reoelpte at New Orleans front Aug. 1, 1001 to Apr. aa, 190a. 
compared with last year, ammt time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clbam 

This Year 1,082,920 280,808 

Last Year 827,679 196,761 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was firm at the 
end of the week. The receipts were moderate 
and business was light. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was dull at the close of the week 
with only moderate transactions recorded. 



Rice. 

There was no trading in rough rice at all 
at the end of the week and the market for 
clean rice was extremely dull. Although the 
demand was good, offerings were hy no 
means liberal. The receipts of rough rice 
showed a somewhat improved condition, but 
they were almost entirely for local mills. 



Sugar as Medicine. 

There is a very strong opinion growing up 
among medical men that sugar has a reme- 
dial value that has been wholly unappreci- 
ated. As a tonic and invigorator its value 
has been, in experimental cases, extremely 
satisfactory. A case in point, says Health, 
is related where a person from force of cir* 
cumstances Bad fasted for nearly twelve 
hours. This peculiar pressure or congested 
feeling was noticed in hunger or lack of food. 
After a certain period, a peculiar pressure 
or congested feeling was noticed in the head, 
invariably followed by acute pain, sometimes 
by severe nausea. These enforced facts, oc- 
curring at frequent intervals, became the 
subject of some concern. One day the indi- 
vidual in question tried the experiment of 
taking sugar and water, this being the only 
available article of food at the time. Sev- 
eral lumps of sugar were dipped into water 
and eaten very slowly with frequent dippings 
so that the sugar was almost entirely dis- 
solved. When the operation began the pres- 
sure in the head was already very marked, 
and the headache was coming on. Strange 
to say, the unpleasant symptoms almost im- 
mediately left, there was no return of theu, 
and the stomach was in no wise oisturbed. 



Repeated trials had the same effect, and it 
seemed to be a foregone conclusion that with 
this patient at least the sugar application 
was a success. Further experiments are be- 
ing made with a view to demonstrating the 
value of lump sugar as a luncheon where 
other food is not to be had. It wouid be a 
simple and easy matter to carry half a dozen 
pieces of sugar in one's pocket, to be in- 
dulged in with no other accompaniment but 
a glass of water, by this means preventing 
or probably postponing those frightful at- 
tacks of cerebral congestion and agony that 
many persons are subject to. — Orocera* 
Monthly, London, 



Cost of Producing Sugar in Jamaica. 

The Hon. Qeo. Solomon of Jamaica afiirms 
in the Jamaica Daily Telegraph' of March 7 
that it is possible to produce sugar at the 
cost of £5 10s a ton. Mr. C. E. de Mercado 
(well-known in Trinidad) endorses this opin- 
ion: "Kingston, March 5, 1902. Dear Mr. 
Solomon — You are quite right in stating that 
I told you that it was in my opinion, on an 
estate producing 1,500 casks of sugar and 
rum and situated in a parish where there is 
a good rainfall, possible to manufacture su- 
gar and rum at an all round price of £5 10s 
per ton of sugar and £5 10s per puncheon 
of rum. I presuppose the best crushing ma- 
chinery. My experience as a planter is nlL 
I, however, have advanced sugar estates, and 
my experience in that direction has led me 
to the above conclusion. Yours, C. E. de Meb- 
CADO." — Trinidad Mirror, Marrch 27. 



Talmage on the Rice flarket. 

Locally, the demand of the week was of 
narrow gauge proportions — scarce one-half 
that of the preceding one. No accounting 
for the falling away as transportation In 
many directions is cheapening by the open- 
ing of water routes; wholesale grocers sim- 
ply say "call has slackened and therefore 
no need for any new supplies." For some 
weeks past, each day's dealings made a re- 



spectable show of activity, 'occasionally roll- 
ing up a large total and the sudden halt is 
perplexing. The pessimistic see dire results 
btit the optimistic look forward hopefully 
and expectantly to a speedy renewal of ac- 
tivity. Every competitive advantage hither- 
to held and which has created such an un- 
usual demand during present season, still 
remains and must maintain for several 
months to come. 

Advices from the South note continuation 
of former enquiry; volume up to the aver- 
age required to take out the crop within the 
prescribed period, i. e., before new crop can 
come forward in any liberal supply. In 
New Orleans and throughout the southwest, 
prices are fairly firm. The strength of the 
situation is a bit impaired by needs of many 
smaller holders who, while they might be 
willing are not able to wait until the trade 
shall call for their goods. Preparation for, 
planting and prosecution of, the new crop, 
or again the enlargement and repairs of 
milling plants, all call for present and not 
prospective dollars. Then again, there are 
the conservative or timid, who fear the 
ravages incident to the warm weather and 
preferably "get a move on" rather than wait 
the compulsory action of weevil and worm. 
The bulk of crop is in the hands of a few 
strong holders, who, as previously noted, 
are acting in apparent concert and refusing 
to sell at other than full recent prices. Ex- 
port demand continues at fair pace — steamer 
of past week taking out 40,000 pockets and 
purchases are already bein^ made against 
next shipping opportunity. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note market generally devoid of encouraging 
features. Spot stocks are sluggish and prices 
weak. Little interest is displayed in cargoes 
but values are firmly maintained in the hope 
of renewed interest by or before arrival. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,311,100 sacks; last year, 1,006,070 
sacks. Sales, cleaned (est.) 1,097,650 pockets: 
last year, 824,960 pockets. Ctood demand at 
unchanged quotations. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, 40,245 
barrels. Sales, 36,415 barrels. Fair enquiry 
at former range. 
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WANTS. 



We will paMUh In this colaaui, free of cluvge nntll 
tartber notloe, the appllcetloiu of all maiMicerf , over- 
Mere, englneere and sagar-inakers, and othere wbe 
may be eeeUnff poiltloiie In the coantry, and alec tlie 
wants off planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years old ; years* experience 
In designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and (^uba. Educated and 
graduated on (Jerman technical schools. Could 
commence immediately. Address O. M., care ("has. 
HUKB.NKK. 304 E. 70th St., New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED — A position by a first-class electrician 
who would like to nut up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the I nited States 
government. Address F. Sintks, Care I^ouisiana. 
Planter, 339 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — Analytical chemist, l»h.D., 29 years 
old. at present assistant technical manager of an 
Important (ierman sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes in this 
line, desires position In the United States. Best 
references. Address Poskn, Care this pai>er. . 



WANTED — A position, for the coming season, 
as sugar boiler, by a capable, sober, industrious 
man with good reference. Address SroAu Bdiler. 
Corner Toledano and Howard Sts., ^>w Orleans, 
T.ft . 4-21-0* 



La 



WANTED — Position as vacuum pan sugar boiler 
Jor coming crop. Best of references from last 
employer. Address IIknry Streckwood, 2011 
Carondelet Walk, New Orleans. 4-21-02 

WANTEi:> — I»o8ltion by an erecting engineer, ex- 
nerlenced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
has served In Cuba, Porto Kico. and Mexico 
Senaks English, German, Spanish and B rench. Is 
open for engagement now Address Ebnest V)n 
lUNOE .324 River St., Iloboken, N. J. 4-21-02 



WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who Is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to oyerhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery balance of year. Address Hardworker, care 
Loulsl a na Planter. i-VJ-oei. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Aroca plantation 
near Morgan City, La., Wage? $1.60, per day. No 
board. Addre ss J.N. Phaer, Berwick, La. 

WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, In 
office or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with beat references. Address B,M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas.^ 4-17-02. 

^^ANTED— Aman of 45, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use ms best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished If required. Address J^o. E. Cald- 
well, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop In Louisiana by a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references frona Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Plantkr. 



WANTED — Position by an experienced vacuum 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references. 
Addresi J. D., BOX 43, Wh itecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED— A position to do repairs and take 
ofe crop, by a first class ensflneer. Address, \N. L. 
B., 537 Henry Clay Ave., New Orleans. 4-14-02 



WANTED — By engineer with 10 years* experi- 
ence hi sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 

4-5-02 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotive engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can Jurnlsh the 
very best of references. Address B. P. 9i ao ^® 
Louisiana Pianteb^^ ^-^oz 

WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man ; 
no objection to Porto Kico, Cuba or Mexico ; good 
letters. Address L. P. Smith, 729 Customhouse 
street, New Orleans, La. _ __i___ 

WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young man, 
aged 25, would locate South. Have been trained 
thoroughlv In an Iron manufacturing business in 
all Its various departments ; capable of office man- 
agement ; familiar with modern manufacturing 
methods and system and at present connected 
with a large New York engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "Advancement/' 
care PiiANTES. 4-5-02 



WANTED — A position as assistant overseer or 
timekeeper on sugar plantation, by a sober, indus- 
trious end reliable young man ; seven years' ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
care of The Chief, Donaldsonville, La. 

4-10-02 



WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or to take charge oi an irrigating plant on a 
Address J. X. Z., care or The Chief, 



rice farm. 
Donaldsonville, 



La. 



4-10-02 



WANTED— A competent sugkr boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Sugar boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-02 

WANTED— A theoretical and partical sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f r immediate en- 
gagement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory either In Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical experience in 
up-to-date sugar plants and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address Suoab Mill, No. 1158 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED— A flrst-olass experienced sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober. Industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtbe, Sup't. C. S. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 3-28^2. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
flrst-olass. Large crop. Address LOTt> Sugar and 
MoLLASSBfl Co. Loyd La. 8-27-92 

WANTED— A flrst-olass head sugar boiler; also a 
flrst-class head clarlfler man, for the coming season In 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

3-20-02. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop ot 1902. Will contmot the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. James Ph, 
La. OraddressP. O. BoxGGG. "'—-—•"- '- 



3yelles Ph, La. 



Planoheville, Av- 
8-19-02. 



WANTED — A position as engineer or steam- 
fltter. Address Bbbt Beebe, Le Roy, N. Y. 

3-17-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 23, care this office. 



WANTED — A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crop, either in 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B., 
136 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 3-18-01 



WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man. with 
good referenpes. L. A. Tbomab, 1109 Cmdls St. 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — An American, 27, experienced in the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good medumic 
and a flrst-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position in plant building in Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care ol 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store clerk In general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 13 years' experieeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will accept 

osltlon either In city or country, or will accept a 
position as night watohmah. J. J. Murpht, 145 Union 
street. East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by uomanrled roan with first, 
class references. Alfred Qanel, care of the Cbief- 
DonaldsonvlUe, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton j>lantatIon. For partlcalars ap- 
ply to EL Legendrb, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
Orleans. 



WANTED — A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar house, in Cuba or Mexico, 
by a man of 20 years' experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates In Louisiana. Ulghefit references furnished. 
Address A. Spurs, care Louisuna Planter. 

3-15-02 

WANTED— By an experienced sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can furnish the besi of references 
from Louisiana and Mexico. Address Geo. H. Doug- 
lass, Box 31, Covhigton, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sagar plantation tor the fall and winter of 190S. 
Have experenoe and can furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, La. 8-3-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who Is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N. Y. 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Can fill any position from business manager down. 
Best of references and bond If required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 20, 
Donaldsonville, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as flrst-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Bendreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



WANTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, HahnviUe, La. 2-«-02 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experlenoe. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position in Louis- 
iana. Address W. S., care Louisiana Planter. 2-5-02 

WANTED— Position as superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest technical school in Paris; was many years 
superintendent of a large factory In Europe. Expe- 
rienced In manufacturing sugar and extracting sugar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
chanical, chemical and agricultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A young man, 26 yearS of age, deelres 
position as time- keeper, assistant book-keeper, or 
some clerical position on plantation or in coantry 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8607 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 



Two Essentials. 

EMMETT'S 
COLIC AND BOnS CURE 

For Horses and Mules 

Is Guaranteed to be the Best. 

DOSE : One Teaspoonful. 
Acts Quicky. No Drenching. 

EMMETT'8 
VETERINARY LINIMENT 

Is also a Liquid Blister. 

simple to Use. Promptly EfTeotlve. 
Cures Sprains, Swellings and Spavin. 



HEADQUARTERS FOR 
ANTHRAX VACCINE 

Protect your Stock now from Charbon. 

I. L. LYONS & CO., 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

PECKINPAUQH, HARRISON « CO. 

Wagon Material and Oak Lumber 

Tchoupltoulas and Harmony Sts. 

New Orleans, La. 

T. A.. MIUUBR* Asent. 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

—AND- 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 

Official Organ off the 

Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association^ 
Amerkan Cane Growers' Association^ 
Ascension Branch Sugar Planters* Ass'n 
Louisiana Sugar Chemists' Association^ 
Kansas Sugar Growers' Association^ 
Texas Sugar Planters' Association* 



PHblidM at New OrleaM, U^ •verf Sctiirtey M o rri a » 

BT THB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 

MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devotecl to Louisiana Aericnlture in general, and to 

the Sugar Industry in particular, and In all 

its branches, Akrlcultural, Mechanical, 

Chemical, Tolitlcal and Com- 

merclaL 

BDITOfilAIi 00BP8. 
W. C. STTJBBS, Ph. D. W. J. THOMPSON. 

W. W. PUGttT^ JOHN DYMOND. 

Entered at the PostofDce at Kew Orleans as seoondp 
class mall matter, July 7, 1888. 

Peranmtm 

Terms of Subscription (Including postage) $8 00 

Foreign Subscrir^wo*^ ^^ 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 



1 months month 6 month IS month 



llnch.. 
2 inch. < 
8 Indi. . 
4 Inch.. 
61ndi. 
6 inch. 
7lnoh. 
81noii. 
«lndh. 
lOlnoh. 
Half Page. 
Pull Page. 



$600 
060 
14 60 
19 00 
28 60 
28 00 
82.60 
86 00 
88 00 
40 00 
00 00 

100 00 



$12 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 75 
70 00 
81 15 
00 00 
05 00 
100 00 
160 00 
260 00 



$18 76 
86 00 
64 40 
7125 
88 16 
105 00 
12176 
186 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 



$25 00 
48 00 
72 60 
86 00 
117 60 
140 00 
102 60 
180 00 
190 00 
200 00 
800 00 
600 00 



An communications should be addressed to Thb 
LoirisiANA Pi^NTEB, 889 Oarondelet atreeti New 
Orleans, La. 

LIST OP OROANIZERS. 



McCall Bbotbbbs^ 
McCall & Leobndrid, 
Leon Godchaux, 
Jambs Tellbb, 
B. LemanN & Bbo., 
Leokce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. D. Bbickbll^ 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos ft Babnbtt, 
H. C. Wabmoth, 
Lucius Fobsyth, Jb., 
Edwabd J. Oat, 
Shattuck ft Hoffman, 
Bmilb Rost, 
Thomas D. MUiLSB, 
Schmidt ft Zibolbb, 
T. O. McLaubt, 
L. 8. CiABK, 
J. B. Lbvbbt, 
Simpson Hobnob, 
W. B. Bloomfibld, 

W. W. SUTCLIFFB, 

John 8. Moobb, 
Jambs C. Mubpht, 
Jos. .Wbbbb, 



B. Beltban, 
lucibn soniat, 

D. R. Caldeb, 
L. A. Ellis, 
ELbbo ft Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. Moobb, Jb., 
Edwards ft Haubtman, 
John A. Mobbis, 

B. H. Cunningham, 
R. Vitbbbo, 

H. C. MlNOB^ 

C. M. SORLA, 

J. L. Habbis, 
J. H. Mubpht, 
Andbbw Pbicb, 

E. ft J. KocK, 
Wm. Oabio, 
Adolph Mbteb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
Gbobob P. Andebton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richabd Millikbn, 
W. P. Milbs, 

Lbzin a. Bbcnbl, 
J. N. Phabr, 
Jules J. Jacob. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The regular monthly meeting of this 
Association will be held on Thursday, 
May 8th, at 8 p. m., at the rooms of the 
Chamber of Commerce, corner of Union 
and Carondelet streets, New Orleans. 
'*How to Increase the Sugar Contents of 
Cane' will be discussed and an interest- 
ing paper has been prepared which will 
be read to the meeting. The writer of 
this paper advocates the propagation of 
cane from the stubble roots. Dr. Stubbs 
will also doubtless be on hand to give the 
meeting the benefit of his careful re- 
searches made along these lines years ago, 
and which, while they have* been given to 
the Association previously, will still pos- 
sess interest. 



Beet Sugar on the Pacific. 

While the beet sugar industry got its 
first real send ofT on the Pacific coast, 
Col. E. H. D>'er making it a positive suc- 
cess at Alvarado, Cal., Colorado, Utah, 
and Michigan are now brilliant rivals of 
the CaHfornia pioneer. We desire at 
this moment, however, to refer more par- 
ticularly to the industry in California, 
where the American Beet Sugar Com- 
pany has the two factories, Chino and 
Oxnard, concerning which some inter- 
esting details are given in a recent num- 
ber of the Oxnard Courier. At Oxnard 
during the last campaign there were ii,- 
399 acres of beets harvested, giving i6i,- 
740 tons of beets delivered to the fac- 
tory, averaging 12.23 *^"s P^r ^^re, for 
which an average price of $4.83 per ton 
was paid. The average sugar content 
was 17.6 per cent of the weight of the 
beet. The daily capacity of the Oxnard 
sugar house is 2,000 tons of beets and of 
the Chino house 800 tons. The Oxnard 
house used this last season 250,000 barrels 
of fuel oil, and the Chino house 98,000. 
The Oxnard house produced 31,250 tons 
of sugar and the Chino house 12,500 
tons, while the beets consumed by the 
Oxnard house aggregated 250,000 tons 
and the Chino house 100,000 tons. This 
is the industry that promises to be the 
coming great industry of this country in 
wliich even the sugar trust magnates are 
now beginning to take an interest. 



The Cane Crop. 

Splendid weather for the cane crop 
has been experienced during the past 
week but the fields are now ready to re- 
ceive some rain and a rainy day would 
meet with a welcome throughout the 
sugar belt. The progress of the crop so 
far has been excellent and "a green field 
on the first of May*' was to be seen on 
many of the plantations. The tem- 
perature has risen considerably during 
the last few days and even the nights 
have become warm and seasonable. All 
cultivating work has been actively push- 
ed and the soil is as a rule in good tilth. 
There have been few seasons which have 
found the general situation in the cane 
fields better at this date than it is at pres- 
ent. 



The Origin of the Louisiana Levee 
System. 

Mr. Charles Patton Dimitry in a re- 
cent communication to the New Orleans 
Picayune, gave an account of the origin 
of the levee system of Louisiana. It 
seems that when Vaudreuil, in 1743, be- 
came governor of Louisiana, succeeding 
Bienville, he issued orders to the 'fanners 
and planters living along the river for 
a considerable distance above and below 
New Orleans, to construct levees in front 
of their lands wherever needed, and to 
ULaintain them in good repair and suffi- 
ciently to resist the flood waters of the 
river. The penalty for failure in this 
was to be forfeiture of the lands, and this 
sort of moral suasion had such a good 
effect on the rice, indigo and tobacco 
planters that a levee system was quickly 
provided and was found adequate for 
the purpose then and for many years 
afterwards. Finally the settling of the 
country higher up required that the sys- 
tem should be extended. 

The magnificent levee system that we 
have in Louisiana to-day, which is gradu- 
ally retaining within its limits the river 
all the way from here to Cairo, is the 
outgrowth of this small beginning. It 
redeems from the floods the largest body 
of alluvial land in the Union, and con- 
trols the destinies of millions of our peo- 
ple. No wonder, therefore, that the gen- 
eral government should find it to the com- 
mon interest to carefully provide proper 
control for the great river and gradually 
improve its banks in such a way as to 
prevent overflows. 
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Information Wanted AtM>ut Fuel Oil. 

The Planter is in receipt of the following 
letter from Mr. M. B. Hillyard, which speaks 
for itself. Mr. Hillyard desires to know 
what sugar planters are now using, or will 
use, this year, fuel oil in their factories, 
and the amount of coal which they wiM dis- 
pense with through the use of this oil. All 
replies sould be addressed to Mr. Hillyard. 
408 Carondelet Street, New Orleans. His 
letter is as follows: 

"I have nearly ready for the press a pam- 
phlet on crude petroleum. I discover that 
its use in sugar making is beyond all my 
conjectures until I began investigating. I 
am seeking to learn as nearly as I may 
how much coal past or future use of petro- 
leum has supplanted or will supplant in 
sugar making. I therefore request that all 
who can give the above information will do 
so. A number of sugar planters have very 
kindly answered my communications for 
information, but the labor of writing to 
each of them is so great that I adopt this 
method of appeal. 

Respectfully, 

M. B. HnxTABD, 
408 Carondelet St., New Orleans, 



Patents Relatlnf to Suffar. 

Reported tor Uie LouiiUK a PLAHwa by Byrnes A 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National Union Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. 

The sugar patents for the week of April 
22, 1902, touch both the chemical and en- 
gineering sides of the Industry. An ex- 
tremely interesting chemical process for 
the elimination of earthy impurities, and 
to some extent of invert sugar, from masse 
cuite, syrups and molasses and other Inter- 
mediate products of the manufacture, and 
also from raw sugars, forms the subject of 
a patent to Messrs. Glaus A. Spreckels and 
Charles A. Kern, assigned to the Federal Re^ 
fining Company. The firm of Guild ft Gar- 
rison secures by assignment a patent grant- 
ed to William F. Garrison, and covering an 
improved form of their widely known vacu- 
um pump. 

The process of Spreckels ft Kern may best 
be comprehended by considering, as a spe- 
cific example, the centrifugal washing of 
raw sugar or masse cuite. If water be used 
as the clearing agent we are confronted by 
its great solvent power for the sugar; if 
saturated sugar solutions be used the loss 
due to solution is largely eliminated, but 
the result is after all merely a transfer (A 
the impurities from one sugar solution to 
another. The methods based on the use of 
alcohol are costly, and the plan which has 
been suggested for reducing the solvent ef- 
fect of water by forming with it an emul- 
sion of paraffin oil, results merely in a 
diminution of the quantity of water used. 
The new method employs the sulfonated 
compounds which result from the admix- 
ture of tile sulphuric acid with resins, veg- 
etable or animal Mb, ot which rosin oil, 
lard oil, cotton seed oil and others may be 
taken as types, or essential oils such as oil 
of turpentine. The resulting product, after 
neutralization of the excess of sulphuric 



acid, is nearly or quite insoluble in saturat- 
ed sugar solutions, and Is quite Inert as re- 
gards sucrose; It possesses, however, a con- 
siderable solvent power for Invert sugar and 
especially for those earthy compounds which 
are not dissolved by water. The masse cuite 
or crude sugar Is mixed with the cleansing 
agent In quantities sufficient to dissolve all 
of the Impurities present, and the semi-fluid 
mass Is subjected to centrifugal separation. 
The expelled mixture may, If desired, be 
subsequently treated for the recovery of the 
cleansing agent. Sugar juices jor more con- 
centrated solutions may be treated In an 
analogous manner, being mixed with a suffi- 
cient quantity of the cleansing agent and 
the two solutions then parted. 

Mr. Garrison's new vacuum .pump Is one 
of the class In which the water in the cylin- 
der nearly or quite fills the space between 
{he piston and the valves when the piston 
Is at the end of the stroke, the diaphragms 
which carry the valves being arranged at an 
Inclination In order to reduce the concussion 
of the water against the diaphragm. The 
particular form of pump now patented com- 
prises a structure In which the diaphragms 
which hold the valves are inclined upwardly 
from a central partition which Is placed 
within the valvje chest midway between the 
ends of the cylinder. In this manner Is 
secured a double Inclination of the dia- 
phragms, the angle of Inclination being ful- 
ly as great as In prior constructions and yet 
the variation In the distances of the valve? 
from the cylinder ends being much less; In 
this manner at least half of the valves are 
brought nearer to the cylinder and are 
therefore more uniformly water sealed. 



Ilie Bodley-Mallon Cane Carrier 

Feeder. 

Mr. James Mallon came In to see the 
Planteb during the past week and talked 
entertainingly of his recent visit to the Ha- 
waiian Islands, from whence he returned 
some ten days ago. He reported that the 
cane carrier feeders erected on tne planta- 
tions there by him were doing splendid ser- 
vice and that their excellent work was at- 
tracting much attention and would, he felt 
sure, lead to the erection of very many 
more. He found the engineers and mana- 
gers quick to appreciate the merits of his 
device and they were not only favorably Im- 
pressed with Its value as a labor saver, but 
were also Impressed with the durability and 
strong construction of the apparatus, which 
so successfully stands the hard work that 
any such machine Is necessarily subjected to. 



Removal Notice. 

Messrs. Spon ft Chamberlain, the well- 
known publishers of engineering and tech- 
nical books, particularly those relative to 
the sugar Industry, who have for fitteen 
years had their headquarters at No. 12 Cort- 
land street. New York, have moved into 
larger and more convenient offices in the 
Liberty Building, 123 Liberty street, New 
York, where all communications should be 
addressed to them in future. 



Teclinical His^li Scliools in Qermany. 

The technical school in (Germany is one 
of the most vigorous potentials of its in- 
Qustrlal growth. It Is the brain power be- 
hind the mill, the factory, and the mine. 
It recognizes the fact that knowledge is 
power, everywhere and in everything. The 
half or simply hand-educated may be deft 
and practical, and -may accomplish the task 
to which It sets Itself, but in the total of 
results, it Is forever a fact, that the more 
complete the scientific equipment of the 
worker or his manager, the greater econ- 
omies and the best results are secured in 
any line of business, from making a nail to 
utilizing the by-products of a coke-oven. It 
has taken time for the Industrial world to 
grasp this Idea, but competition — strenuous 
and Incessant— has compelled its endorse- 
ment, not only In Germany, but in other lead- 
ing countries. In France, Great Britain, Bel- 
gium, and the United States, the necessity 
for the same kind of education is recognised. 
In Germany, however, it has met with its 
broadest encouragement and its most signal 
success. There is one fibre in the Genpan 
character that is never limp, flabby or inert,, 
and that Is the patient thoroughness with, 
which it works. The German chemist for 
instance is never a foreclosed mortgage on 
education. He is not a lath painted as iron,, 
as Bismarck once said of a foreign states- 
man. He is built up from the bottom, and 
this Is true In electrolytic metallurgy, in the 
composition of ceramics and mortar, in the 
nature of oils, naptha, dyes and fuels, in 
short along his special lines of Investigation 
and work he is acknowledged to be the best 
of his kind. What he does and what he is 
paid for Is strictly practical, and his acade 
mlc or laboratory ability is measured strictly 
by its usefulness. From this standpoint his 
services have a high value. In what is known 
as the Berlin Technical High School, in the 
year 1899, there were forty-one professors, 
lecturers and assistants to 278 students, or 
about one Instructor to every seven in- 
structed. It can readily be seen that with, 
such educational forces at work, that its in- 
fluence on German industrialism is strongly- 
marked. There are a thousand ways and 
one in which its commercial benefits are 
practically demonstrated. A thorough knowl- 
edge of the nature of the materials which 
are being handled in mine, mill, furnace, 
or cupola, the utilization of ingredients 
otherwise going to waste, economies in pro- 
cesses, etc, are now among the essentials of 
manufacture, that are as indispensable to 
good work and successful competition as is 
a hand to a worker, and brain to a thinker or 
manager. The day is past for blind methods 
and speculative guesswork. — Age of Steel, 



Prof. H. A. Morgan, the state entomologist, 
was at the Hotel Grunewald a few days ago. 
Prof. Morgan is highly esteemed by all of 
our sugar planters and has done most excel- 
lent work for them in helping them to de- 
stroy the cane borer. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Adcendion. 

(SPSCIIX. CORBBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter:, 

The season of local rains is at hand and 
this particular section would be thankful lor 
an early Installment of its share of "the aews 
of heaven" that fall upon the just and un- 
just and fructify the products of the soil. 
Sunday, April 20, was our last rainy day, 
and things are in a model conoiuon of read- 
iness for another. Corn and cane are shoot- 
ing upward in emulation of the prone- 
ness of sparks and man's evil tendencies, 
and both crops are showing excellent and 
satisfactory stands. As a rule the field 
forces of the plantations are quite well up 
with Uieir work, but there are still some in- 
stances of behindhandedness in tuis partic- 
ular. Altogetuer the situation is encourag- 
ing, and if our sugar producers could only 
be assured that congress will take no action 
prejudicial to their interests, they might 
now come as near as the average agricul- 
turibt ever gets to enjoying a condition of 
mental contentment and repose. The out- 
look from their standpoint is not inaptly in- 
dicated by the couplet: 

"Where every prospect pleases 
And only man is vile." 

The annual meeting and election of offi- 
cers to t)e held by the Ascension Club next 
Wednesday is a prospective event exciting 
the usuaJ amount of pleasurable interest and 
expectation among the members of the or- 
ganization, both of the full and associate 
class. Of course, the incidental dinner to 
follow tlie more serious business of the oc- 
casion plays some part in the sum total of 
this measure of agreeable anticipation, and 
judging the future by the past and assum- 
ing that the right hands of Caterer Rogge 
and his culinary assistants have lost none 
of their cunning," it can be taken for granted 
that, for the nonce, the associate members, 
who are to be the guests of their full col- 
leagues at the banquet, will be themselves 
transformed into "full members." It re- 
quires no special gift of prophecy to fore- 
cast the re-election of the present officers of 
this "planters* club," and the enjoyment of 
a thoroughly "good time" by the partici- 
pants in the feast of reason and how of soul 
that will combine with the gastronomic feat- 
ure of the reunion to render it a thoroughly 
delightful affair. 

The New Hope plantation residence, whlcn 
is the home of Manager John W. Tucker and 
his estimable family, was the scene of a 
pleasant evening yesterday (Wednesday) af- 
ternoon — the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tucker's lovely and accomplished daughter. 
Miss Brma, to Rev. Clarence Norman Guice, 
of Washington; Miss., whither the happy 
couple have gone to begin a journey upon 
the matrimonial sea that their host of 
friends will hope may be one of greatest fe- 
licity and prosperity. 

A para^aph in the local columns of the 



Donaldsonville Chief thus records the mis- 
fortune that recently overtook a well-known 
Iberville planter who formerly resided in 
Ascension: 

"J. C. Falcon of the Rescue plantation, 
Iberville parish, was in town yesterday buy- 
ing mules to replace sixteen of those animals 
killed at Rescue on March 31 by a Mississippi 
Valley freight train. A Une saddle horse 
was also killed at the same time. The loss 
was particularly severe, as it seriously im- 
peded plantation work at a most inoppor- 
tune time and stock is commanding stiff 
prices." Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(Bl'EClAL COBBE8PONDSNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been all that could be 
desired and the threatened rains have kept 
off till now, when a shower or two would 
be welcome. There is, however, plenty of 
work to do and everybody Is busy, stirring 
the ground around cane and com and apply- 
ing fertilizer. The complaints that crops 
are backward are not justified by appear- 
ances — the all green, as you look over the 
fields from the levees, indicating a crop well 
advanced on May 1. Cane too in spots is 
beginning to sucker. 

General Wm. J. Behan has arranged for 
an oil outfit for his Alhambra sugar house, 
and in this as in everything the General is 
always up to date. 

The all absorbing topic among planters is 
still the fuel oil question and a number of 
our people are interesting themselves in 
gushers and oil stocks fearing a consolida- 
tion or combination of oil interests and a 
consequent increase in the price of oil. At 
present prices it is 50 per cent below coal, 
besides possessing other advantages; but it 
requires considerable outlay to put in a 
good oil plant and the prospects of only 
one or two years' benefits would hardly jus- 
tify the change, they think, hence by ac- 
quiring several spouters they can control 
their own supplies of necessary fuel. 

Messrs. Le Blanc & Danos, of Plaquemine, 
are building a new home for Mr. Danos, who 
since he has been interested in the place, 
has been occupying the overseer's house, the 
plantation home being occupied by the senior 
member Mr. Le Blanc. Mr. Danos, by his 
fine management has succeeded in produc- 
ing wonderful crops on the Mllly plantation, 
during the time he has been in charge of 
the field, and deserves a comfortable home. 
These gentlemen report a difficulty in secur- 
ing sufficient labor. Their crop is promis- 
ing. Mr. Louis Danos, Jr., is back from 
Tulane's Medical Department for his sum- 
mer vacation. 

Mr. Calvin K. Schwlng, of Plaquemlne, 
has purchased from the A. Wilbert's Sons' 
Lumber & Shingle Company, their Interest 
(one-seventh) in the Crescent Plantation 
on Bayou Plaquemlne. 

Mr. Numa A. Pomponeaux, of Plaquemlne, 
a successful tenant on Hon. Victor M. Le- 



febvre's Australia plantation, was buried 
last week. The deceased was In his sixty- 
third year. 

From Mr. Peola W. HoUiday, a prominent 
planter and merchant at Grosse-tete, we 
learn that crops in his section are behind 
somewhat, and all cotton has not yet been 
planted. In years gone by the Grosse-tete 
people used to wait till all danger from 
overflow had passed before planting their 
crops, and this custom lingers with a num- 
ber of them. The old Father of Waters has 
gone back within his banks with hardly a 
prospect of coming up again this year, and 
in consequence our rice people will have a 
long pumping season. 

Dame rumor has It that a new bank will 
'shortly be organized at White Castle. We 
know of no place in Louisiana where there 
is more money per capita, or where real 
property is of more certain, steady value,, 
and we know of no more substantial aid to 
a community than a bank. 

Ibbbville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBBS8POMDBKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There can be no question about the fact 
that there has been a decided improvement 
in the crop situation in this parish during 
the past few days. The cane had been slow 
In coming out, and many planters began to< 
fear that the stand would be seriously defect- 
ive; but latterly the little sprouts have been, 
popping out at a rapid rate, and a good stand, 
now seems assured all along the line. More- 
over, an examination of the mother cane dlSf- 
closes the fact that the sprouting eyes are,, 
as a rule, perfectly sound, and will yet coma 
out very nicely. Best of. all, this improved 
condition of affairs Is not confined to a par- 
ticular locality, but Is general throughout 
the parish. In this connection, some of tnose. 
freaks, which, so often characterize cane, 
have been noted this spring. For instance, a 
certain planter who had saved a large quan- 
tity of seed cane found, on examination, that 
the eyes were badly affected. By cutting the 
cane and "planting thick" he thought It pos- 
sible to secure a gappy stand that might 
serve for seed next fall. This same planter's 
fall plant had been put down in magnificent 
condition, and he had every confidence that 
It, with the stubble, would give him the bulk, 
of ^.s crop. As time passed, he began to: 
grow exceedingly suspicious of his spring, 
plant, but his faith In the fall cane never 
wavered. He says that to-day the cane put 
down early in the spring is coming to a per- 
fect stand — as pretty bit of cane as he ever 
saw. Another instance, illustrating the pe- 
culiarities and uncertainties of cane culture 
in this section, has been noted where t^e 
relative conditions were reversed, particu- 
larly as to some 80 acres of spring plant, on 
which the eyes were apparently good and 
promised, under ordinary circumstances, to 
give a fair stand. This cane is very gappy 
and, H indications are worth anything, will 
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be the worst cane on the entire plantation. 

The weather is very dry and the nights 
continue altogether too dry to admit of rapid 
germination. With hot weather and timely 
rains, there will, it is thought, be a marked 
improvement over present conditions. A 
shower fell in portions of the parish last Sat- 
urday evening and was of great benefit to 
the growing crops where it fell, but it was 
local and too light to do a maximum of good. 

Labor is still scarce throughout the parish. 
Only one plantation reports a sufficiency, and 
that is where the proprietor pays 80 cents 
per day, as against 75 cents paid by the 
other places. The rice men say their rice 
planted early in the spring is coming to a 
magnificent stand, but they, too, complain 
bitterly of the shortage of labor. One of 
tbem stated a few^days ago that in breaking 
up ground, he was compelled to employ boys 
who were scarcely taller than the plow- 
handles. It is a far cry from seed time to 
harvest, but if labor is so short now, what 
will it be next fall when the crops are to be 
gathered? 

Cinclare has put up a 15,000-gallon tank 
and began the use of fuel oil last Monday in 
drying out seconds. 

The river is falling very rapidly at this 
point, and all fears of dangerously high wa- 
ter have about subsided in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

(SPBCIAL CORRBSPONDBNCig.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

No better weather could be had for the 
crops than that we are now enjoying. The 
nights are warm and foggy, and the days are 
getting suflSciently hot to make vegetation 
progress. The fields are beginning to as- 
sume that velvety appearance so dear to the 
heart and eye of the planter, and most plants 
ers have been able to get around the crop 
since the last rain. The adoption of im- 
proved methods of cultivation has in a meas- 
ure solved the comparative shortage of labor. 

A gentleman visiting this section of Lou- 
isiana told me that it must be the garden 
spot of the South, and that the system, and 
thoroughness of cultivation would compare 
favorably with the most intensive cultiva- 
tion of any portion of the West, and the 
country in its general appearance from an 
agricultural standpoint struck him as sim- 
ilar to the farms along the New York Cen- 
tral, and the best portions of the Missouri 
valley. • 

A large sawmill corporation was organized 
last week, and will have Its domicile a little 
above the town of Napoleonville, on what Is 
known as the Mollere tract. The demand 
for swamplands in Assumption is increasing, 
and it would perhaps be well to sound at 
this time a note of warning as to the whole- 
sale destruction of forests that has already 
commenced. Many scientists attribute the 
climatic changes, the severe winters and pro- 
longed droughts to the felling of the im- 
mense forests of the North and middle West. 



Forest reservations should be made by the 
state, and the legislature at its next session 
might make some provision while there is 
y^t time looking to the saving of large 
bodies of timbered lands in different por- 
tions of the state, and encourage the plant- 
ing of new trees by exempting the same from 
taxation (if necessary by constitutional 
amendment) for a term of years. 

A recent trip through the West showed a 
large portion of several states completely 
denuded of timber, the many stumps dotting 
the hillsides being sad reminders of the mag- 
nificent shade trees that formerly flourished 
thereon. 

The present condition of the Cuban reci- 
procity bill is viewed with misgivings by 
many interested in the cultivation of cane, 
the more pessimistic thinkers believing that 
the defeat of the bill may mean the early an- 
nexation of the island. The cutting off of 
the differential (if the bill pass in that 
shape), while it will no doubt hurt the 
Trust, will at the same time reduce the price 
of the sugar produced here. Planters are 
yet striving by reducing expenses to make a 
small margin of profit, but the margin is 
very narrow, and sometimes it requires mag- 
nificent magnifying glasses to be able to find 
It. . 

The Catholic Church at Napoleonville was 
crowded to witness the Munson-LeBlanc wed- 
ding. Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Munson left at 
once on their bridal tour, followed by the 
best wishes of their friends, and incidentally 
by a shower of rice. 

A good rain at the end of the week (not a 
fiood) would be beneficial to all crops. Mr. 
Maurice CuUier, an -old citizen, was buried 
on Sunday. 

To-day witi^essed the marriage of Miss 
Rosa LeBlanc and Mr. Alfred Landry of 
Sweet Home. The bride is the accomplished 
daughter of the Hon. Jos. E. LeBlanc, and 
the popular groom is the son of the late 
Desire Landry. A large assemblage w.t- 
nessed the ceremony, and some of the hand- 
somest toilettes of the season were displayed. 
The couple left on an extended tour. 

Mr. Wm. B. Bloom^eld of New Orleans was 
up this week on a business trip. 

Messrs. E. N. Pugh of Donaldsonville, and 
Mr. Charlton Beattie of Lafourche, spent a 
day or two in Assumption on professional 
business. 

The lower stage of the water is creating 
some slight uneasiness among the rice plan- 
ing community, as they fear that within a 
few weeks they may have to prepare to 
pump. . MoBE Anon. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL C0BRE8P0MDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The favorable weather which prevailed 
during the month of April enabled the plant- 
ers of this fair section of the country to cul- 
tivate their young crops almost as beauti- 
fully as a choice piece of garden land. The 
first planting of com has made a fine growth 



and some of it has been plowed out to a 
finish, pease planted, and laid by, which is 
from two to three weeks earlier than is usu- 
ally the case in this district. The last plant- 
ing of corn is now out to a fine stand and is 
being cultivated and thinned. A heavy acre- 
age will be planted to pease in the corn land 
as fast as the young and growing corn plants 
become ready for laying by. Pease wi.i also 
* be planted on all available plots of land not 
cultivated to other crops. 

The season up to the present time has 
been favorable for the growth of cane and 
the cane raisers feel highly pleased over 
their prospects. The ground is said to be in 
good condition and it is now so mellow in 
the cane rows tnat with the improved farm 
implements now in general use there is no 
trouble apprehended concerning the rapid 
and economical cultivation of not only cane 
but of other crops. Late aavices received 
through a kind friend from Barbreck state 
that Mr. S. Robichaux, manager of the Au- 
gusta plantation, has the finest possible pros- 
pects for cane and corn, better than he has 
had for many years. Mr. Robichaux comes 
from St. Mary, which is said to be the ban- 
ner parish in the state for the production of 
cane, but I understand that he is inclined 
to the opinion that neimt on the Teche or 
anywhere else has he met with such promis- 
ing field prospects as he is now possessing. 
The stand of plant cane on the Augusta plan- 
tation is excellent and this is also true of 
both first year's stubble and second year's 
stubble, A heavy acreage nas been planted 
to corn which as soon as laid by will be 
planted to pease. Besides growing corn, cane 
and pease, Mr. Robichaux takes much pride 
in a fine acreage of alfalfa ot which he grows 
a plentiful supply for the place. The Au- 
gusta plantation is composed of a fertile 
body of alluvial lands lying on the east and 
west banks of Bayou Boeuf, known through- 
out the state for its unequalled sugar soil, 
and this section might in all propriety be 
called the "Nile of the South." 

Mr. Chas. Antonini, formerly of the uncle 
w.am plantation near Convent, La., is, 1 learn, 
in charge for this season of a large part of 
the Barbreck plantation which aujoins the 
Augusta plantation on the south. His ^rops 
of cane and com are all well advanced and 
he has a stand equal to the best. All that is 
wanted on the Augusta and Barbreck places 
is a propitious season for the growth ana 
maturity of the crops. 

In the Barbreck neighborhood there are a 
number of prominent cane raisers, among 
them Mr. O. S. Prosser. Mr. W. L. O'Qulnn, 
Mr. S. White, Mr. James Baldridge. Mr. 
Philips, Mr. Shumer, and many others whom 
I have no space to mention, all of whom are 
up-to-date farmers and cane raisers, and 
they produce every year abundant yields of 
cane, corn, cotton, and other useful crops. 

As I go to mail this letter there are indi- 
cations of rain, which would be beneficial 
and promote the rapid growth of >cane and 
com. Erin. 
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Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOXIDBMCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Talking about Ideal growing weather, we 
are having It in this section of the country 
just now. All animal and vegetable life 
seems to be prospering. The splendid weath- 
er of some days ago still remains with us 
and the delightfully warm temperature is 
conducive to the growing of all forms of 
vegetable life. The thermometer has ranged 
around 87 degrees for the entire week and 
the nights are no longer cool. Cane is grow- 
ing beautifully and the stand is almost per- 
fect. Your correspondent was out to-day 
over the cane district and the prospects are 
very flattering. The acreage is not so large 
as last year, but the stand is better and with 
a favorable season the crop will be harvested 
with less expenses by long odds than last 
year. The rice crop is still in fine condi- 
tion and holding out prospiects for a fine 
yield. The acreage is growing larger day 
by day and there is plenty of iresh water 
in sight to mature it. There is some com- 
plaint from parties who suffered from salt 
water last year, they report that the land 
has been poisoned and the rice will not 
come up. 

There were a number of prominent rice 
planters from Gueydan in Abbeville this 
week, among them being Worthy Quereau, 
B. F. Hasson, B. W. Evans, Thomas Preeland 
and W. I. Swain. These gentlemen report 
crop conditions around the flourishing town 
of Gueydan as being very promising. 

Com is looking flne and the cultivation of 
the soil is thorough and intensive. The 
yield will doubtless be very full for the com- 
ing fall. The cotton crop Is a little back- 
ward. The plant is Just coming out and it 
looks small and sickly. 

Pumping plants are turning wheels now 
and filling up the several canals ready for 
the Irrigating campaign. The East Side Ca- 
nal Company has its plant ready for work. 
They have just completed their flume, which 
is one of the longest if not the longest flume 
in the state, being 2,100 feet from the dis- 
charge of the pump to the end of the canal 
levee. This flume is built to accommodate 
a flow of 50,000 gallons of water per minute. 

The mill building of the Planters Rice 
Mill Company is nearing completion, the 
warehouses are being rushed up very rapid- 
ly. 

A new rice mill is on the tapis for Guey- 
dan. Mr. H. L. Gueydan is at the head of 
the move. P. C. M.' 



St. James— Riglit Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It is beginning to be exceedingly dry, 
therefore the wish for rain is expressed by 
everybody engaged in cane and corn plant- 
ing, the rice people and gardeners; also 
travelers, as the dust is almost insupport- 
able, when driving. Some advantage has 



been derived from the drouth, however, as 
work has not been Interrupted by rain, con- 
sequently everything has been thoroughly 
worked, though this has been mixed with 
a few difficulties, such as a scarcity of 
hands, and extremely dry soil. Another 
very decided phase of the weather, which 
was somewhat slow in coming, is the in- 
tense heat which has prevailed for a few 
days, making itself felt even at night, and 
the early mornings have also been quite 
warm. Vegetation is yielding to its bene- 
flcial influences, and already a most favora- 
ble improvement has taken place; crops are 
coming up fast and thick, and if the much 
desired green fleld on the flrst of May is not 
very pronounced this year, it will at least 
be so within a week after, as we have rea- 
sons to believe that during that time one 
uninterrupted green stretch of country will 
present itself. Plant cane which has al- 
ways been considered good, is still improv- 
ing, every row being well marked. Stub- 
bles are keeping pace with plant, and corn 
is asserting its rights with all its might. 
Last but not least, is rice, which is also 
flUing its partisans with hopes of an extra 
good crop. The sta^e of the river is prov- 
ing a great help, in irrigating, and so far no 
trouble has been experienced in getting all 
the water required. 

The only occupation in vogue now is cul- 
tivation, that of repairing and improving 
being deferred until later on, in the event 
there is no other alternative, for the strict- 
est economy will be enforced everywhere. 

Mr. J. Vegas of Rich Bend plantation, who 
was somewhat reluctant in adopting oil 
when the subject was flrst broached, hat} 
flnally become a victim of the ''burning ques- 
tion," and recently contracted for the 
amount which he will require to manufac- 
ture the Rich Bend crop. Mr. Vegas is no 
longer in favor of buying cane, hence he 
has gone out of the business for this year 
and will only grind his crop. 

Mr. E. Andreman, of Cabanahoce and St. 
Emma plantations, will buy all the cane be- 
tween his places and Rich Bend, and Messrs. 
Gaskins and Rolling of Pike's Peak planta- 
tion, will buy all on the lower side. 

Miss M. Ory, an attractive young lady 
from the left bank, is being hospitably en- 
tertained by Mrs. J. Vegas, of Rich Bend 
plantation. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Tucker and daughter. 
Ethel, of Armant plantation, attended the 
wedding of Miss Irma Tucker of New Hope 
plantation. St. James. 



A Special Mechanical Induced Fan. 

In the accompanying engraving is shown a 
special steam driven steel plate fan built by 
the Buffalo Forge Company. The direct con- 
nected fan shown herewith is one of two 
similar pieces of apparatus installed in a 
large electric power plant of Northern Eng- 
land. Each fan is capable of handling the 
gases from four Galloway boilers, each eight 



feet six inches in diameter and twenty-eight 
feet long, with a grate area of forty-eight 
square feet The steam pressure carried is 
about one hundred and forty pounds per 
square inch. These boilers are arranged in 
conjunction with two economizers so that 
the gases are cooled to about four hundred 

j 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

(spscial corbbspondbnca.) 

Berlin, April 12, 1902. 
'Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The week under review commenced mild 
and rainy, but later on the weather grew 
cold and dry. By means of this change the 
climatic conditions have not become exactly 
seasonable; but nevertheless the change was 
in a measure favorable, the more so as a 
strong breeze was blowing and contributing 
to dry the soaked fields. To this circum- 
-stance it was mainly due that in certain sec- 
■tlons field work could be resumed in a more 
thorough manner. Part of the spring sow- 
ing, which are late by about a fortnight, 
have been affected and it is hoped that in 
a short time also the beet sowings can be 
undertaken with some amount of certainty, 
that they will not be interrupted too often 
apd for too long a time, in Austria they 
had warm and dry weather, so that field 
work has well advanced, but that beet sow- 
ings have been begun is not reported yet; 
such is, however, the news from J^ance, Hol- 
land and Russia. In the first named coun- 
try the weather was dry and cool, and there- 
fore quite favorable for field work; in Rus- 
sia there has been of late exceedingly dry 
weather prevailing, which now facilitates 
ail kinds of agricultural pursuits, but it is 
feared that later on the soil will be lacking 
in moisture and thus compromise the thriv- 
ing of the beet roots, if meantfme copious 
precipitations do not change the situation 
in favor of the crop. It is now almost cer- 
tain that the winter cereals came safe and 
sound through the winter and that no note- 
worthy addition of the beet sowings will 
take place. On the other hand it comes to 
light that the reduction of the sowings will 
l>e carried out rather generally, however, 
with a few exceptions, inasmuch as in the 
•department du Nord in Prance, on account " 
of the low prices of spirits the culture of 
the distillery beet will be restricted and in 
its place more sugar beets will be grown; 
in other districts it is, however, expected 
that the reduction will amount to 30 per 
cent, as against the last year, and it may 
l)e therefore safe to say that the French 
sowings as a whole will be materially small- 
er than last year. But an actual increase 
seems to be contemplated in Russia, and it 
is reported that this year's sowings will 
probably surpass those of last year by about 
^ to 5 per cent 

The beet sugar countries of Europe — or 
-at least their respective governments — are 
remodelling their sugar legislation, in or- 
der to bring it in harmony with the provi- 
sions of the Brussels Convention. I wrote 
you already that the French minister of 
Finance has his bill ready for the contin- 
gency that the convention should be ratified 
and now Belgium has followed suit, and has 
prepared a bill which provides that the su- 



gar tax shall be reduced to fifteen francs for 
100 kilograms, instead of 45 francs, the 
present rate. There will be, in the case of 
the convention being adopted all around, 
ample opportunity to observe, whether and 
in what degree the cheapness of sugar will 
contribute to cause a noteworthy increase 
of consumption. Those who are advocating 
the abolition of the bounties by means of the 
convention are trying to console the other 
party, who see no good in this action, by 
the prospect and the probability of the sugar 
prices advancing after the bounty question 
is settled once for all. But then what about 
the cheapness of sugar and what about the 
increase of consumption promised to arrive 
in the near future? I suppose the legisla- 
tors, or diplomatists who by the above rea- 
sons defend their attitude with regard to the 
abolition of the bounties, are moving in a 
"circulus vitiosus," for if the prices advance 
the sugar will be, just as now in many coun- 
tries, withheld from tue poorer classes, and 
if the prices fail to advance the sugar in- 
dustry of the countries adhering to the con- 
vention is ruined. 

From Eastern Bohemia it is reported that 
there a lively smuggling is carried on in sac- 
charine. Many households in that district 
are said to use in consequence of this Illicit 
import of the substitute, not an ounce of 
sugar any more, and the grocers are com- 
plaining of their sale of sugar being reduced 
to one-half of what it was formerly. But 
the worst is that it has been found that in 
the very section tuberculosis is spreading 
in an alarming manner, and that the physi- 
cians believe saccharine is the cause of this 
mournful fact. 

It will be of interest to see what results 
are obtained by single Italian sugar facto- 
ries. From the annual report of Societa 
Ligure Lombarda, we gather that this con- 
cern in 1901 obtained a net profit of 2,301,- 
789.31 francs, of which a dividend of 28 
francs was paid per share. The sinking 
fund received 10 per cent and the writings 
off reached so far the sum of 570,806.33 fr. 
The factory is working also a refining de- 
partment and in reference to it it is re- 
marked that the prices of refined in conse- 
quence of our unhealthy competition, were 
depressed, so that it appears necessary to 
concentrate the sale of refined sugar and 
to form a union among the refineries for 
that purpose. The beets grown failed to 
give full satisfaction and as by the impuri- 
ties of the juices the density was enhanced, 
the duty (which is paid in Italy by weigh- 
ing the juice) has been likewise increased, 
naturally to the detriment of the manufac- 
turer. But in general it seems that the 
Italian factories are doing quite well under 
the present regime. 

Of the markets little good can be reported 
this week, America sending weak news and 
dropping prices. The commercial centres on 
this side were thereby the more unfavorably 
impressed, as a short time ago some sales 



to America had taken place, which were con- 
sidered as a renewal of business in that 
quarter. The disappointment thus caused 
to our markets produced a general discom- 
fiture and prices suffered all around more or 
less heavy losses. At Magdeburg actual 88 
per cent rendement closed at M. 7.30-7.70 and 
delivery April is quoted at M. 6.475 f. o. b. 
Hamburg. Refined are quiet and unchanged. 
Robert Hknnto. 



Havana. 



(8PBCU.L COBBMPONDBlffCB.) 

Havana, April 26. 1902. 
Editor Louisiana PUmter: 

Sugar Ifarfcc*— CJontinuous advices of de- 
cline in London and of quietness in the 
United States have contributed in keeping 
prices down at this place and prevented buy- 
ers from resuming their purchases, and 
holders bring their parcels forward very 
sparingly. As prices paid in last sales, 
though above the parity of quotations from 
abroad, still fail to cover manufactuHng 
cost, offerings are rather light and comprise 
only small lots sold by planters in need of 
funds to meet peremptory engagements. The 
lack of sales contributes in increasing 
stocks, thus rendering the situation plant- 
ers are placed in more diflicult 

Sales reported during the week comprise 
about 25,000 bags centrifugals acquired by 
speculators at from 1.63% to 1.55 cents per 
pound, basis 96 degrees, of good shipping 
classes, market closing to-day very quiet 
and weak at the inside figure. 

Weather and Crop Reports — It has con- 
tinued raining in a very irregular manner 
over the greater part of the island and the 
wet season having set in earlier than cus- 
tomary, this circumstance, together with the 
demoralized condition of the market, caused 
grinding to cease on a large number of 
plantations, whilst the output of others has 
considerably decreased of late, on account 
of the scarcity of cane cutters and holsters; 
besides, the persistent drouth that has pre- 
vailed almost uninterruptedly, since Novem- 
ber until the pJist week, has caused the 
yield of the cane to range considerably be- 
low that of last year and in view of so 
many adverse circumstances, it is antici- 
pated that the general output this year will 
hardly amount to 750,000 tons, which shows 
a difference of 100,000 tons less than calcu- 
lated at the commencement of the crop. 

Though there is as yet no perceptible sign 
of preparation of new land to increase the 
acreage under culture for next year, a cer- 
tain number of planters and cane growers 
have taken advantage of the dampness in 
the soil to carry on in their old fields some 
planting and replanting. 

On the whole, the rainy weather has been 
quite beneficial to the tender cane, that was 
suffering from the lack of moisture and is 
now doing quite well. 

Anticipated Output — It is anticipated that 
the final output of following factories, lo- 
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cated in the district of Cienfuegos, will be: 

**Caracas," 175 to 180 thousand bags. 

"Constancia," 150 to 155 thousand bags. 

^'Dos Hermanos/' 85 to 90 thousand bags. 

^'San Augustin/' 55 to 60 thousand bsigs. 

^*Andreita/' 45 to 50 thousand bags. 

"'San Francisco," 35 to 40 thousand bags. 

Plantations "Zaza" and "San Jose/' which 
are located In the district of Placetas, are ex- 
pected to turn out thii^ year from 75 to 80 
thousand bags of sugar each. 

Operated Factories — The number of facto- 
ries, large and small, that have been oper- 
ated this year, is 164, of "which about 28 or 30 
have already ceased grinding on account of 
reasons stated above. T. D. 



Hawaii. 

( special corbbsponosncb. ) 
Honolulu, Hawaii, April 15, 1902. 
JEditor Louisiana Planter: 

The past week has been indicative of 
slight slumps In the prices of sugar stocks, 
on the local exchange, but the reason for 
the decline is hard to locate. The weather 
lias been dry and clear, the heavy rains of 
the latter part of March and early April hav- 
ing ceased entirely on the entire Island 
group. 

The principal Item of Interest among local 
sugar men is the proposed deal in Pioneer 
Mill. The proposed change is to be made 
in place of the plan for the issuance of 
three-quarters* of a million of bonds in ad- 
dition to the half million now out. Three 
<M>nditions are dependent upon the proposed 
deal. The first is the taking up by Hackfeld 
a Co. of the 1,184 shares now held In the 
treasury. The second Is the subscription by 
present stockholders of $250,000 new stock, 
which it is proposed to Issue. The third 
condition is the doubling of the present bond 
Issue, to make it one million dollars, the 
remaining bonds having been already prac- 
tically underwritten. The three proposals 
depend upon each other, and unless all are 
agreed to by stock and bondholders, nothing 
<»ui be done. As the matter now stands, $2,- 
000,000 of the 12,750,000 of stock has con- 
sented to the change proposed. While the 
stock might be bought in the open market 
at |75, the directors hope to raise It to par 
by the improvements contemplated. This is 
to utilize the water power back of Lahalna 
for electric pumping, and then to bring the 
plantation under mountain water Irrigation. 

The directors of the McBryde Sugar Com- 
pany will hold a meeting next week to con- 
sider an Increase In their bonded Indebted- 
ness, In order to make contemplated Im- 
provements. Judge Humphreys has declared 
that the trust deed securing the bonds does 
not protect minority bondholders, but the 
directors intend to pay no attention to the 
ruling, and do not believe It will afPect the 
sale of the bonds. In another case In which 
Judge Gear Is the presiding judge, the mas- 
ter reported that th'e McBryde bonds were 
"gilt-edged," and among the best Invest- 
ments In the territory. 



There has been a slump all along the line 
In sugar stocks, but not more than one or 
two dollars per share. Hawaiian Sugar, 
Olaa and other stocks showed a slight fall- 
ing off. 

The Island steamers continue to arrive 
daily with sugar cargoes to be reshlpped 
here for San Francisco and New York. There 
Is likely to be a change now In the method 
of handling sugar from Hawaii. With the 
departure of the Edward Sewall this new 
movement was Inaugurated, and In the fu- 
ture a large amount of sugar which went 
formerly to the coast, will go to New York 
by way of the Horn. There are three routes 
by which the sugar produced In the Islands 
Is taken to market. The first Is to send 
the sugar to the Crockett refinery near San 
Francisco, the second to send It to San Fran- 
cisco, and there ship It by rail to the east- 
ern refineries, and the third to send the 
crop to New York via the Horn. It Is said 
that the cost for the last named route is 
materially less than either of the other two, 
and that 30,000 tons will be sent by the new 
route. The sugar sent to New York by way 
of the Horn Is paid for according to the quo- 
tation on the day of Its arrival. 

James Mallon, the Inventor of a sugar 
cane unloader, claims that the Gregg Com- 
pany of Minneapolis, has Infringed on his 
patents, and he says he will bring suit in 
the courts. The Gregg Company, on the 
other hand, claim that the unloader sold by 
them Is better than Mallon's and will defend 
any action. Mallon has been here for a 
few weeks, and put up several of his ma- 
chines, while Gregg also has several cane 
unloaders In operation In Hawaii. Mallon's 
machine has b^een In use In Louisiana for 
six or seven years. In discussing plantation 
methods, Mr. Mallon says that the greatest 
loss of time seemed to be In the loading of 
cane. The cane here, he said, was much 
longer than In Louisiana, where there Is a 
standing offer for a ten-foot stalk. The 
quicker loading there Is due to the use of 
light derricks, which, with the short sweeps, 
are worked with higher speed than can be at- 
tained In the long arm derricks In Hawaii. 

Kaka. 



Fud Oil. 

The Louisiana Petroleum Company, Room 
600, Godchaux Bldg., New Orleans, desire 
Inquiries from every planter who has not 
yet entered into a contract for his fuel oil. 
They believe that they can serve the sugar 
planters in a way that will prove highly sat* 
Isfactory. They are well known and thor- 
oughly reliable people and we would sug- 
gest that any planter who has not yet en- 
tered Into a contract for his complete sup- 
ply should drop them a line and hear what 
they have to say. When writing please 
mention this journal. 



Hon. Angus Gibson, M. L. C, Bingera plan- 
tation, Bundaterg; (Mr. J. Robertson, a gen- 
tleman with wide exi>erience in the sugar- 
growing world; Mr. J. Faulkner, of Smith, 
Faulkner & Co., engineers, Brisbane; and a 
few others proceeded a few days ago to the 
plantation of Mn Rehfeldt, about six miles 
from Beenlelgh, to witness the working of 
an apparatus Invented 'by Mr. Strahan in 
connection with the manufacture of sugar. 
Quite a large number of farmers and sugar- 
growers assembled at Mr. Rehfeldt's mill, 
prettily situated near the Junction of the 
Albert and Logan rivers, to see the result of 
the experiment. 

As is generally known, the sugar juice, 
after being crushed out of the cane, is 
pumped^ to the clariflers, and partially 
cleansed, then conveyed to a receiving tank. 
It next goes into subslders, subsequently 
through cleansing pans, and then into the 
triple effect, where the juice is brought from 
a density of 9 deg. Beaume to 25 deg. From 
here It passes Into the vacuum pans and into 
the centrifugals, and the raw sugar is com- 
plete. Where the invention under notice la 
brought into use is just prior to ihe juice 
being run Into the subslders. Mr. Strahan's 
idea was to invent a receptacle so as to abol- 
ish the use of subslders. With this in view, 
he has had constructed an elongated copper 
tank about 12 ft. in length, about 2 ft. 6 in. 
wide, and 18 In. deep. From this bottom re- 
ceptacle there are widely-splayed sides, thus 
Increasing the carrying capacity of the tank. 
At the bottom of the tank are secured a 
series of pipes, through which steam passes. 
The juice Is let out of the receiver by a nicely 
regulated apparatus into the tank, where the 
steam in the pipes maintains It at a regular 
heat The juice is then treated by the triple 
effect, and finished as before described. Mr. 
Strahan claims that under this method he is 
enabled to dispense with subslders and filter 
presses. By, the action of the steam boiling 
operation exceptionally clean liquor Is sup- 
plied to the triple effect, with the result that 
with very little adaitlonal work beyond that 
ordinarily employed In making raw sugar a 
good white sugar Is obtained. — Queens- 
lander. 



A New Sugar Invention. 

At the invitation of Mr. James Strahan, 
consulting engineer, a party comprising the 



Summer 5chool» Knoxville, Tenn., 
June i9-30t 1903* 

For the above the Queen & Crescent Route 
will sell from all points on its lines to 
Knoxvllle, Tenn., and return, tickets at one 
fare for the round trip on June 16, 17, 18, 28, 
29 and 30, and July 11, 12 and 13, with final 
limit Aug. 15. 

For detailed information, apply to any 
ticket agent, or to the undersigned. 

Geo. H. Smith, G. P. A.; R. J. Anderson, 
A. G. P. A., New Orleans, La. 

Personal. 

Hon. Andrew Price of the Arcadia planta- 
tion In Lafourche parish, was at the St. 
Charles hotel during the latter part of the 
week and he was accompanied by ^rs. Price. 

Mr. J. N. Calllouet was a guest of the St. 
Charles hotel a few days ago. Mr. Calllouet 
Is from Terrebonne parish. 

Col. R. H. Cobb of Annlston, Ala., was at 
the St Charles hotel on Thursday. Col. 
Cobb enjoys a wide acquaintance among our 
sugar planters. 
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Sus:ar Cane Borer rioth. 

(DIATBAEA 8ACCH ABAL18. ) 

Adranoe ShMts^of Bulletin ot the LonltlMi* Bx- 
pertment SUtlon. 
In 1890 the cane of the Sugar Experiment 
Station was badly injured by the borer. A 
partial study of the habits and life history 
of this insect was then made and the results 
published in Bulletin No. 9. It was then in- 
tended to continue these studies and obtain 
accurate data as to its hibernation and the 
ways and methods by which it renewed in- 
fection In the spring, but the heroic meas- 
ures adopted by the station for its eradica- 
tion so successfully accomplished the pur- 
pose, that these studies were necessarily post- 
poned. Prior to 1890, no general alarm had 
awakened the planters of the state to the 
necessity of taking precautions against the 
spread of this insect, notwithstanding it had 
occasionally produced serious injury in va- 
rious localities of the cane belt. 

The visitation of 1890 and the subsequent 
publication of Bulletin No. 9 failed, however, 
to attract universal attention, since little 
or no injury was done to the splendid crop 
of 1891. Only when the crop of 1900 was 
being passed through the mill was it discov- 
ered in certain sections of the state, that the 
borer was present in damaging quantities. 
In Ascension, Assumption and portions of 
Iberville parishes, the injury was revealed 
in the decreased yields^ both in the field and 
in the sugar house. So greats in many in- 
stances, were these losses that a general 
alarm was given and everybody began to in- 
spect closely his cane. 

Hon. Henry McCall, of Evan Hall planta^ 
tion, thus expresses his losses: *'We had a 
good stand of cane^ both plant and ratoons. 
Stalks were fairly long, but owing to a wet 
summer and want of cultivation, they were 
unusually slim, and consequently tonnage 
proved disappointingly light (from twenty 
to twenty-five per cent short). Light ton- 
na,ge was almost universal over the whole 
sugar belt, but where the borer was not 
present, it did not fall ofT more than ten to 
fifteen per cent, and therefore we can safely 
conclude that the loss was from ten to fif- 
teen per cent by virtue of the presence of the 
borer. It was diflBcult to find a cane that 
has not been more or less bored, sometimes 
in as many as a dozen places, rendering it 
pretty hollow and dry. 

"Our seed cane was also badly damaged, 
reducing the spring plant area as much as 
fifty per cent. i. e., we would have had 
enough seed under ordinary conditions to 
have planted twice as much ground. 

"Our neighbors complained bitterly of the 
same losses, and I do not think that I have 
overestimated the ravages infiicted on the 
community by the borer." 

So great was the alarm created by this 
destruction of cane that at the December 
(1900) meeting of the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association, a resolution was 
passed asking the Experiment Station to 
make at once a thorough investigation ot 



this insect, determine its life history in Lou- 
isiana, and if possible to suggest methods 
for its suppression. 

In compliance with this resolution, the 
director, aided by Prof. H. A. Morgan, en- 
tomologist, began a series of experiments 
looking to an intelligent comprehension of 
the life of the insect, its methods, and places 
of hibernation, its emergence in spring, and 
the sources of food supply before the cane 
was large enough to serve it. Gaining this 
knowledge, it was believed that vulnerable 
points in Its life history would be discov- 
ered, upon which successful assaults for its 
destruction might be made. 

To aid in the work, a printed circular ask- 
ing numerous pertinent questions, was sent 
to each planter in the state with the request 
that he answer fully every question, basing 
his replies upon his own observation and 
experience. 

At the January meeting of the Planters' 
Association, the director made a preliminary 
report based upon a compilation of all the 
replies from planters and upon information 
obtained from previous study and experi- 
ence. This paper was published in the Lou- 
isiana Planter Jan. 12, 1901. 

Since this preliminary report was issued 
a thorough study of the insect has been 
made in the field and in the breeding cages 
of the laboratory, and a final report of the 
results of these investigations was made by 
Prof. H. A. Morgan to the Sugar Planters* 
Association on Oct 10, 1901, illustrated by 
numerous stereopticon views. This report 
was published in full, with Illustrations in 
the Louisiana Plantee, Oct 19, 1901. 

The remedies suggested if rigidly applied, 
will most assuredly reduce the number of 
borers with us to an inappreciably harmless 
quantity. No sugar country is more fortu- 
nately situated for the successful combat 
against sugar cane insects than Louisiana. 
Our winters, which sometimes bring disaster 
to our harvests, are at least favorable to 
the destruction of tropical insects, and if 
advantage be taken of our knowledge of the 
life history of this pest and an intelligent 
co-operation with nature be effected by all 
the sugar planters of the state, the sugar 
cane borer would ultimately be exterminated 
in this state. An additional report of the 
results of the patient and intelligent labors 
of Prof. H. A. Morgan are here given with 
the hope and expectation that every planter 
in the state will carefully study them and 
apply the remedies prescribed. 

LIFE HISTORY OF THE Sl'CiAR CANE MOTH BORER 
IN LOUISIANA. 

With the sugar cane borer, as with other 
insect pests, remedies are based upon a 
knowledge of the life-cycle and its habits. 
By the life-cycle is meant the changes in 
development passed through by each brood. 
The moth called by the planters "the fiy" 
deposits eggs. These eggs hatch into very 
small caterpillars or borers, which grow into 
large borers. When these caterpillars are 
full-grown they assume the pupa or chry- 
salis stage. There are just as many pupae 
as there were borers, provided no accident 



overtakes them. From the pupae moths 
emerge, and after mating eggs are deposited 
and the life-cycle of another brood begins. 
This round of life is continuous and complex. 
The number of broods per season depends 
upon the food and temperature conditions. 

By the habits of the borer, is meant the 
peculiarities of (1) the moth, its flight, 
places selected, and manner of depositing 
her eggs; (2) the borer, where and how it 
feeds, whether it migrates from one stall 
to another, in short, the disposition of the 
borer from the time it comes from the egg 
until it enters the pupa stage; (3) the pupa. 
As it is more or less quiescent, there are 
few habite peculiar to it The stages of 
the life-cycle will be next discussed, and 
the habits of each stage that in any way 
suggests remedial measures .will be empha- 
sized. 

As the growth, reproduction and methods 
of handling sugar cane and corn (the two 
important food plants of the borer) arc 
slightly different the life history and ha- 
bits of the borer in each will be treated sep- 
arately. 

FN CANE. 

The Eggs — These were found deposited in 
bunches of varying size, upon the upper and 
under surfaces of the leaves of the tops of 
the cane. When upon the upper surface they 
are invariably placed in the groove of the 
midrib, sometimes near the tip, but as often 
near the middle and base. The arrangement 
of the eggs on the under surface of the 
leaves is slightly different The mid-rib 
is selected, but as it extends beyond the gen- 
eral surface of the leaf, the eggs are placed 
on either side, and the number of rows of 
eggs in the bunch is usually two or three, 
while three and four rows are common upon 
the upper surface. The bunches, too, are 
oftener found at the. extreme tip of the leaf 
when the under surface is selected where 
they are better protected from rain, which 
dissolves the glue cementing them to the 
leaves, and are thus not washed off during 
rainy seasons. It may also serve to hide 
them from parasitic and predatory enemies. 
The better protection given upon the under 
surface seems to have influenced the moth 
in selecting this position. Of the many 
thousands of bunches observed and counted 
over seventy per cent were formed upon the 
lower surface. A full description of the lo- 
cations and appearance of eggs is given, be- 
cause in many cane growing countries the 
collecting of eggs is practised, and while 
this method is not commended to the plant- 
ers of Louisiana, some few might adopt such 
a plan for the eradication of the worm, es- 
pecially upon small patches of a new variety 
of seed cane. The eggs are difllcult to flnd 
as they are flat, shingled one over the other, 
and when first deposited are not unlike light- 
colored portions of the leaf, or etiolated fun- 
gus spots common on all cane. The number 
of eggs to the bunch is not uniform. Those 
observed ranged all the way from two and 
three to as many as ninety-five per bunch. 
Six females kept under normal conditions 
deposited seventy-six bunches containing a 
total of 1.768 eggs, an average of 294.4 each. 
The egg product of -single moths varies great- 
ly, from even less than one hundred to aa 
many as five hundred. The period of incu- 
bation varies with the temperature. A num- 
ber of expeciments disclosed five days as the 
shortest, and ten days the greatest, time re- 
quired for the development of the larva with- 
in the egg. As the hatching time approaches 
the eggs are more easily seen; orange spots 
appear first, and finally the black head and 
prothoracic shield become the prominent 
features until hatching occurs. The egg 
shells often remained upon the leaves for 
some time after hatching. Their semi-trans- 
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parent appearance in contrast to the green 
of the leaf makes them more conspicuous. 

THE LABVA OB BOBEB. 

On emerging from the egg, the borer or 
caterpillar is but a tiny object, and will be 
passed by unobserved unless the most care- 
ful search be made among the terminal 
leaves of the cane. The borers at first nib- 
ble the surface of the leaves on their way 
to the terminal whorl, where they conceal 
themselves in its funnel. For several days 
they live gregariously in this terminal whorl. 
Some few restless individuals may be found 
now and then upon the leaves, but as a rule 
they are very shy and seek concealment. 
When about one-quarter of an inch long 
their terminal abode becomes somewhat ob- 
jectionable and the members of the colony 
begin to part company. They wander down 
the upper part of the stalk and finding the 
wrapped axils of the leaves eat their way 
between the leaf and stalk, or sometimes go 
down the mid-rib. Gradually a burrow is 
made and each borer may soon be found in 
the excavation of his own effort. In very 
young cane or suckers, the burrows are often 
found from the terminal whorl straight 
down to the stalk. As a rule each borer 
makes but a single excavation; this, how- 
ever, may be somewhat winding and irregu- 
lar, and may appear as a double eftort or the 
work of more than one individual. Depend- 
ing upon the size of the cane, one or more 
joints may be involved in a single burrow. 
After a series of four molts (casting off the 
skin) the full-grown larval stage is attained. 
The time consumed in this development de- 
pends upon the season (temperature) and 
the condition of the food. The experiments 
conducted to determine the length of the 
larval life covered a wide range, and it was 
found that larvae or borers emerging from 
eggs during the latter part of November did 
not pupate until the latter half of March, 
or the early part of April, while during July 
the larval period was usually not more than 
twenty-five to twenty-eight days. The phe- 
nomenal range of larval life is from the 
standpoint of the sugar planter one of the 
most important phases in the life-cycle of 
the borer, and must be thoroughly appreciat- 
ed when considering a winter crusade 
against this pest. 

During the winter months the full-grown 
caterpillar has a remarkable lease on life. 
It can remain^ without food for months. Sev- 
eral specimens were kept in jars without 
food for seveDty-five days and at the end 
of this period entered the pupa condition 
with the same facility as those which had 
been feeding and developing in other cages. 
While seventy-five days was the extreme 
limit, It is common for larvae coming to ma- 
turity in February to remain inactive until 
March, when the warm weather forced pupa- 
tion. In connection with the larval stage 
of the wintering or hibernating brood, na- 
ture permits of considerable elasticity in 
the two respects mentioned above, viz., slow 
development, and when fully grown, the 
power to remain even two and one-half 
months without tood prior to pupation. Tho 
importance of these larval fortifications can- 
not be too strongly stressed in considering 
remedies. 

PUPA. 

As the stage is comparatively inactive, its 
duration should be the most important fea- 
ture to consider. As with the larva, a low 
temperature influences the length of pupal 
existence. Twenty-seven days during Sv con- 
tinued cool spell in March and early April, 
was the maximum period, while nine days 
during a warm spell in March was the mini- 
mum time for this season of the year. Dur- 
ing the summer months the range is from 
seven to ten days. 



The pupal condition is invariably spent 
in the cane stalk. Just before a borer enters 
the pupa it enlarges that portion of its gal- 
lery near the rind of the stalk and slits the 
rind, or if an exit opening/ has been made, 
takes the precaution to close the opening 
with the sawdust like filing just prior to 
pupation. The moth on Emerging finds the 
filings of the slit easy to push aside, and 
thus a ready escape is made. If the pupa be 
irritated by an enemy or from other sources 
it sometimes wiggles out of the cane and 
dr(H>8 to the ground, and hence some per- 
sons have suspected that this stage was 
passed, as is the case with many insects, 
below the surface of the soil. 

THE MOTH. 

This is the mature or adult stage of the 
borer, and is commonly spoken of by the 
planters as "the fiy." The length of life of 
this adult stage is variable, depending large- 
ly upon the amount of moisture in the at- 
mosphere. As the number of eggs deposited 
bears some relation to the length of the 
adult life, a rainy season may be responsi- 
ble for an increased attack of the borer. This 
fact, associated with the one that many ene- 
mies of the borer are less active during ex- 
treme moist weather, should be carefully 
considered when such conditions prevail. 

As few, if any, moths emerge during the 
colder months of winter, it Is very impor- 
tant to know when the moths of the winter- 
ing larvae first appear, i. e., when are we to 
expect the first brood of spring. More than 
a thousand of wintering borers (larvae) 
were collected from different plantations 
along the Mississippi river, at different times 
during the winter. They were placed in 
cages and the time of the apearance of the 
moths was carefully noted, with the follow- 
ing result: 

From March 15 to March 31, 1901, 25.9 
per cent emerged. 

From April 1 to April 15, 1901, 61.2 per 
cent emerged. 

From April 15 to May 1, 1901, 7.4 per cent 
emerged. 

And from May 1 to May 24, 1901, 5.5 per 
cent emerged. 

It will be seen from the above that 87 per 
cent of the moths appear prior to April 15. 
These results coincide with field experiments 
conducted contemporaneously, and may be 
regarded as reliable, indicating the time to 
expect an infection of the corn and cane 
growth of early spring. 

Moths come from the pupa case at night, , 
and after expanding their wings remain 
hanging to some plant, or other object, dur- 
ing the entire following day. The second 
night mating takes place and a few eggs may 
be deposited, and for as many as three or 
four nights following, eggs are deposited in 
bunches h^re and there upon plants grow- 
ing over a radius of not more than twenty to 
thirty feet. The heavy body of the female 
(laden with eggs) and her specific habit of 
remaining quiet during the day, forbids of 
a very wide fnrection by a single moth. The 
moths are not shy and unless vigorously dis- 
turbed will not take fiight during the day. 
They have been exchanged from one breed- 
ing cage to another upon a piece of cane 
leaf without ever changing position. This 
point is emphasized because the wide di&tri' 
bution of the borer in Louisiana is not due 
to the flight of the moth, as is the case with 
the spread of tne cotton moth, but has re- 
sulted from exchange of seed, transporting 
of infected cane to distant factories, and to 
the promiscuous carrying of cane from 
place to place for eating purposes. The writ- 
er knows of plantations that are free of 
borer not more than a mile away from a 
badly infected area, which has been more 
or less so for years. It often happens that 



all cuts of a plantation are not infected, 
hence it is possible to more or less confine 
the attack of the borer by utilizing a knowl- 
edge of the nature of the mf6th» and of the 
real sources of infection. 

As the moths are not distant filers and 
mating takes place soon after emerging,, 
nature has provided a very regular distri- 
bution of the sexes. A careful record was 
kept of the sexes of all those bred, with the^ 
result that 51.4 per cent were found to be 
females and 48.6 per cent males. The great- 
est duration of moth life was found to be 
ten days, the shortest, which occurred when 
no moisture was kept in the cage, was two 
days, but even in this short time more than 
one hundred eggs were laid. The males are 
shorter lived than females, and the life of 
either is not so long in the hottest days of 
summer as in March and April. 

IN COBN. 

The peculiar habits of the corn plant in- 
duces some variation in the attack and habits 
of the borer, but in general the life-cycle- is 
much the same as in cane. Corn is more 
succulent, more rapid in development, and 
thus in the economy of the borer asaures the 
development of many more specimens than 
if cane were the only food plant of the first 
two broods. From the first appearance of 
young cane shoots up to June 1 or 15, but 
few borers can- be found on individual plants 
(not more than five or six, commonly only 
two or three) while upon corn at this same 
season as many as fifty-six have been found 
upon a single stalk, while from fifteen to 
thirty to the stalk is of usual occurrence. It 
will be seen from this how important it is 
to guard the corn from spring infection, 
which so often occurs when corn is planted 
upon windrowed areas. 

After the tassel ling of corn the whorl of 
terminal leaves is gone and thus freshly 
hatched borers, unable to find suitable hiding 
and feeding places, perish in great numbers. 
This one fact accounts for the limited at- 
tack of the borer upon com after tasselling. 
"Bastard ears" and even small normal ears 
are selected and offer about the only vulner- 
able places of attack in corn after the tas- 
sels are formed. Mature ears have been 
found invaded by borers, the pith of the 
cob in such cases marking the position of 
the burrow. 

The effect of the borer upon young corn 
differs slightly from that of cane. In either 
case the attack is made first upon the ter- 
minal part of the stalk and is a most serious 
check to the growth of young cane and corn.' 
In corn the borers riddle the terminal leaves 
in a manner resembling very much that 
of the boll worm and unless careful observa- 
tion be made upon the characteristics of the 
two species and the effect upon the plants, 
untold confusion may arise. As these points 
are of value in the culling of borer infested 
corn, some of the details are mentioned. 
Plants infested by either the very young 
borers or by the boll worms, show the sur- 
faces of the leaves slightly nibbled, and 
lower down characteristic rows of small 
holes in a line across the leaves. These 
holes mark the work of the worms before 
the whorl of leaves is unraveled by growth. 
When such markings obtain the plants 
should be examined, and it will be observe<l 
that no large borers are ever found in the 
terminal leaves, while large boll worms are 
common in such situations. Holes in the 
stalks of corn serve to distinguish the work 
of the borers from the boll worm, and if the 
stalk be bored, the entire plant is cut out 
instead of only the top when the boll worms 
are discovered. 

As the number of moths appearing in the 
spring is limited, when compared with the 
myriads of late summer, but few corn plants 
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are infested by these spring moths, and the 
practice of culling infected corn in early 
May, may save a crop of corn, to say noth- 
ing of the cane adjacent to infected corn 
fields. From the above data it may be safe- 
ly concluded that the corn plant is responsi- 
ble in a large measure for the increase of 
the sugar cane borer moth in Louisiana, and 
the custom of planting com on areas or plots 
previously occupied by windrowed cane is 
the very greatest means of infecting com. 
Since the development of the attack of the 
borer on corn, planters recall that the vigo- 
rous attack of the borer on cane has invari- 
ably lessened when the operations of the 
plantation forced less acreage of the com 
crop, or where the growing of com was 
abandoned for a year or more. 

\'. THE SPREAD OP THE BOftEB. 

In this connection the present plantation 
operations will be discussed in their rela- 
tion to the hibernation and perpetuation of 
the borer. 

Cane culture may be classified for the con- 
venience of this discussion UAder the fol- 
lowing heads: fall plant, windrowed cane 
and sprang plant, cane cut for the mill, cane 
shoots and suckers. 

FALL PLANT. 

At the time of fall planting there are two 
broods of borers upon the cane. The old 
brood in the stalk and the young brood upon 
the leaves or in the tops, in the egg or 
young larval condition. By the removal of 
most of the tops the young brood is thrown 
out with the trash and either perish or a 
few of them may come to maturity in the 
tops. Burying the cane as is done, beneath 
several inches of earth, it is very plain 
that the borer's damage is limited to what 
has been done to the cane before planting 
and to the amount of food required to bring 
the borers to a full larval growth. As th6 
moths cannot escape from cane buried even 
one-half inch, no spread of the borer may 
be expected from fall planted cane, unless 
the brood in the tops find food in them (the 
tops) sufficient to produce maturity. This 
is seldom the case, but as a safeguard all 
tops cut from fall planted cane should be 
burned as soon as possible after cutting. 

WINDROWED CANE AND SPRING PLANT. 

In this connection is meant cane wind- 
rowed for spring planting. There is no oper- 
ation on a plantation that offers so many op- 
portunities to the spread of the borer and 
to actual loss as windrowing. It is strongly 
recommended that the area devoted to spring 
planting be reduced as much as is possible, 
and the fall planting area be increased upon 
plantations grossly infested with the borer. 

Windrowed cane, like the fall plant, con- 
tains two broods at the time of cutting. As 
none of the leaves are removed, the young 
brood upon the leaves and top of the stalks 
are buried with the cane. The older brood, 
which are usually fully grown as caterpil- 
lars or borers, do little further harm, and 
as most of them die in the stalks before the 
cane is removed for planting in the spring, 
they are not to be regarded with the same 
gravity as the younger brood. The open 
condition of the tops of windrowed cane per- 
mits of plenty of ventilation, and opportu- 
nity for active work of the young brood, and 
frequently it has been observed that cane 
put in the windrow in fairly good condition, 
comes out in the spring so seriously dam- 
aged that twice the. quantity of seed is re- 
quired to plant the spring acreage. 

The borers put down with windrowed cane 
are less exposed to disease and enemies of 
all kinds and hence the vast majority are 
permitted to riddle the cane and reach ma- 
turity. The predominance of injury to the 
eyes of cane has warranted many planters to 



denominate the borer in windrowed cane as 
the "eye worm." Some even believe the 
eye worm a distinct species, while others 
who have followed « the development of the 
borer closely, know it to be nothing more 
than an emphasized attack of the borer due 
to the number preserved by windrowing. 
After the young brood leaves the tops they 
scatter down the stalks and enter the cane 
at the eyes or Just above and below the nodes 
or Joints. Too frequently, the eyes are 
killed and oftener the Joints are so girdled, 
that in removing the cane in the spring it 
breaks into pieces of greater or less length, 
which produces extreme waste and encour- 
ages the spread of the borer in the spring, 
as many of these fragments of cane are left 
above ground upon the windrowed area, 
where the moth easily escapes to deposit, 
eggs upon corn or succession cane, which 
invariably follows. Just here it is suggest- 
ed that this land be not planted in cane or 
corn, but that cow pease be used instead. 
Not only is there danger from these pieces 
of cane upon the area from which the cane 
is taken, but the droppings from the wagons 
and cars may be left scattered about on the 
land devoted to spring plant Every piece 
of this spring plant cane should be regarded 
with active suspicion, since almost without 
exception each contains one or more borers. 
The windrowed land should be carefully 
gone over and systematically cleaned of all 
fragments of cane; no pieces should be al- 
lowed to fall from the carts or cars in tran- 
sit, and every stalk or piece should be cov- 
ered upon the planted cuts. 

The windrowed area and the spring plant 
area are not so large on the average planta- 
tion of Louisiana, that the expense of care- 
fully removing and burying or destroying 
the fragments of cane would be excessive. 
The practice of permitting people to glean 
the windrowed areas is to be recommended, 
for such persons plant every fragment col- 
lected and place the borers in such cane be- 
yond the possibility of resurrection as a 
moth. 

CANE SHOOTS AND SUCKERS. 

Prom the stubble of cane cut early, wheth- 
er for the fall plant, the windrow or for the 
mill, shoots spring up in the fall. For the 
sake of convenience we shall call the green 
part above ground the shoot and the large 
white subterranean stalk of this shoot, the 
sucker. In late cut cane the sucker seldom 
forms, but the shoot may appear If the 
weather continues warm. Fall appearing 
moths deposit eggs upon the leaves of the 
shoot and the young borers find them very 
desirable food. Should an early frost occur, 
cutting down the shoots before the suckers 
appear, there Is not so much danger from 
this source, but should suckers form they 
are seldom affected by frost (being well be- 
low the surface of the ground) and the bor- 
ers migrate from the wilted and frost-bitten 
shoot to the sucker below, where usually 
sufficient food Is present to mature one and 
even more borers during the rather suspend- 
ed activities of the borers In winter. This 
source of infection has not been suspected 
by many planters, but It Is a very Important 
one, as the shaving of stubble in early spring 
is an advantage to the borers, for sufficient 
dirt is removed to make the exit of the moth 
very much easier than If no dirt had been 
removed. Sometimes the suckers and bor- 
ers are cut off and thrown to the middle of 
the row by the stubble shavers. This, too, 
makes more certain the escape of the moth, 
for these pieces Invariably escape covering 
before the moth emerges. 

As the suckers contain numerous eyes 
which develop the cane stalks of the follow- 
ing season. It Is evident any Injury to these 
suckers Is a positive Injury to the stand of 



stubble cane. It Is difficult to estimate how 
much loss obtains in this way, as the attack 
of the borer upon suckers has not previously 
been suspected, but it is safe to conclude 
from the observations, made m the field and 
laboratory the last two seasons, that the 
borers In attacking the suckers of early cut 
cane materially reduce the stand of stubbla 
cane the following year. 

The area of early cut cane Is usually not 
extensive and hence the operation of pre- 
venting the attack of the borer on shoots and 
suckers should not l^ arduous or expensive. 
Some planters pile the cane trash upon the 
stubble In such a way as to shade the stub- 
ble and prevent sprouting, and at the same 
time dry the trash much sooner; for piled 
In this way ventilation Is better and drying 
much more rapid. A few planters share 
the stubble in the fall and cover the shaved 
stubble with earth. This prevents sprout- 
ing, but can only be done on exceedingly 
well drained land of a loamy nature. The 
plan of cutting the suckers off with knives 
or with stubble shaver, before frost, catches 
the young borer In the shoots in which they 
perish, when separated from the parent 
plant. This must be done at a period late 
enough to catch all the eggs of the late 1^ 
pearing moths, and early enough to prevent 
frost from injuring the shoots, thus forcing 
the borers below where the shoot is serered 
from the suckers. In windrowed cane there 
will be no trash to cover stubble, and as 
this area is not usually preserved for stub- 
ble, little attention Is paid to the shoots and 
suckers, and hence if succession cane or com 
is to follow, the danger becomes doubly em- 
phasized. If such tracts be put In cow peas 
the danger Is reduced to a minimum. 

CANE CUT FOR THE MILL. 

The only danger from cane cut for the 
mill is in the cane tops left in the field, and 
in the waste In the form of pieces and whole 
stalks which fall from the carts and cars, 
or that In the cane trash pile near the car- 
riers. 

Cane tops have long been looked upon as 
a vigorous source of borer infection; in fact, 
the remedies previously advocated for the 
checking of the borer In this state have dealt 
almost exclusively with the destruction of 
the cane tops. Planters whose cane has not 
been damaged by borers have burled the 
tops to facilitate spring cultivation. This 
single practice has done much to prevent a 
more general attack upon the cane crop of 
the statd. 

The burning of cane tops that have' been 
carefully piled upon the stubble to dry is 
not difficult during ordinary seasons. As a 
rule, most tops may be destroyed by burning, 
but frequently when the tops are in 'prime 
condition for firing, the work in the sugar 
house is in full blast and the tops remain 
unbumed until after the grinding, when the 
season is not usually so favorable. In sea- 
sons of prevalence of borers the tops should 
be burned when dry under all circumstances, 
and the fragments of unbumed tops rakea 
to the centre and covered by the first off- 
baring of early spring. As was urged under 
the discussion of windrowed cane, any piece 
of stalk sufficiently large to contfitln a borer 
should be covered by earth before March 
to prevent the escape of the moths. In the 
covering of cane trash In the spring special 
attention should be paid to the trash lying 
between the last rows of each cut and the 
ditch bank. As a rule, not sufficient room 
is available for complete covering of all the 
trash. To avoid the common source of in- 
fection, no tops should be placed between 
the last row and the ditch bank, but if such 
should exist, all the trash that remains after 
burning should be raked over to the adjoin- 
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Ing row or rows where ample room obtains 
for the complete burial. 

It sometimes occurs that planters anxious 
to add humus or vegetable matter to their 
soils, scatter the accumulated trash from 
the mill during the grinding season over 
certain cuts in close proximity to the sugar 
house. As this trash contains pieces, and 
even whole stalks, of cane which are infest- 
ed with borers, the danger of placing this 
material upon the land in the spring must be 
accentuated. All such trash must be burned 
or burled to prevent escape of moths in the 
spring and the re-infection of cane adjoining 
it 

THE BUBTING OF THE B0EEB8 UNDEB EABTH. 

As many of the remedies emphasize the 
burying of cane containing borers, it may 
be Important to cite some of the experiments 
which prove the efficacy of this recommenda- 
tion. 

One hundred stalks of cane containing 
borers were placed under different varieties 
of Boil» from buckshot to sand, as well as at 
different depths, from six inches to one-half 
inch. The results showed that in buckshot 
soil, well packed by rains, borers died in 
great numbers, due to exclusion of air. The 
same results were gotten from placing cane 
in hermetically sealed Jars. Also by immers- 
ing the soil planted with borer infected cane 
in water. In the coarser grained soils fewer 
deaths occurred; many of the larvae reached 
the pupa condition in March and April, but 
were unable to emerge as moths even from 
one-half inch of loose soil. Thinking the 
vitality of the borers had been somewhat 
lessened by the covering process, active pu-. 
pae reared under normal conditions, were 
buried under different depths of soil, and 
in not a single instance could or did a moth 
emerge from the" soil cover of half an inch 
or more. The moths lived a few hours under 
one-half inch cover, but deeper, few moths 
ever escaped even from the pupa case. It 
may be seen from the results of these experi- 
ments that here a very weak and vulnerable 
point exists in the economy of the borer, and 
every opportunity should be taken during 
the winter months to put under soil every 
piece of cane not planted or destroyed by 
fire. 

REMEDIES. 

BCany of the remedial measures to be 
adopted in the suppression of the sugar 
cane borer have been discussed under the 
sources of borer infection, but a recapitula- 
tion is here made, together with remedies 
not embraced In foregoing discussion. 

Fall planting should be more generally 
practiced until the borer is either eradicated 
or its attack reduced to a minimum. 

The wlndrowed areas should be systemat- 
ically gleaned after removal of cane for 
spring planting, and all pieees of cane de- 
stroyed by fire or carefully buried. No cane 
should be allowed to drop from the carts 
or cars in transit, and all cane on the spring 
planted areas should be buried deep enough 
to prevent the escape of the moths. 

Com or succession cane should not be 
planted on wlndrowed ground until all bor- 
ers are eradicated. In fact, to avoid the 
greatest danger no com should be grown on 
cuts previously devoted to cane in which 
borers existed. After realizing the attack of 
the borer on com, many planters will aban- 
don the cultivation of com until the plan- 
tation is freed from borers. 

The growth shoots and suckers from the 
stubble of early cut cane should be prevent- 
ed by covering the stubble with the tops, or 
the stubbles should be shaved in the fall 
and covered with earth. Wherever these / 
shoots and suckers appear they should l^ 
cut down to the ground before, frost, in oj!4er 



to catch the young borers in the tops of the 
shoots. The borers will not leave the shoots, 
but perish as their food disappears, by with- 
ering and decaying. 

All trash (cane tops) should, when cut, 
be so arranged upon the cane rows as to 
hasten drying, and whenever dry should 
be fired. Delay often compels the burning 
of tops under unfavorable conditions, and 
large percentages of the stalks, if the tops 
remain undestroyed, thus giving the borers 
in them ample food to reach maturity. The 
fragments of tops remaining after firing 
should be pulled to the centre of the row 
and buried by off-baring before the first of 
March, thus preventing the escape of moths, 
the majority of which (of the hibernating 
brood) emerge from March 15 to April 15. 
Not permitting any trash to remain un- 
bumed or unburied, being careful to pick 
up all stalks lying along the road, turn rows 
and car tracks, the removal of all trash from 
the cars and from around the mill will, with 
clean field culture, reduce the attack of the 
borer beyond appreciable injury, if not erad- 
icate this pest from the plantations of the 
state. 

Borer infested cane brought to a refiner)* 
located in a borer free section, has undoubt- 
edly been the medium of infection in some 
sections. As the manufacturer, is equally 
interested in the production of sound cane, 
all trash in cars and around refineries should 
be carefully destroyed. 

*In introducing new varieties of cane, care 
should be exercised to select borer-free stalks. 
In case this is impossible, fall planting of 
all new importations should be adopted. 

The permitting of employes to carry in- 
fected cane from one place to another should 
be discouraged. It has been found that in 
towns where sugar cane is offered for sale, 
that borer infested pieces are frequently 
thrown out in the backyards, where the fol- 
lowing spring the moths escape and deposit 
eggs upon sweet corn. The attack of the 
sugar cane borer on sweet com planted in 
isolated gardens, has in several instances 
been traced to the purchase by some member 
of the family of borer infested cane of the 
previous fall. 

THE CUTTING OUT OF DEAD HEABT8. 

The attack of the first spring brood is 
more or less limited on both com and cane, 
and it is possible to greatly reduce the at- 
tack of later broods by cutting out the in- 
fested stalks of corn and cane. In com 
the riddled condition of the leaves is an in- 
dication that some caterpillar is at work. 
If it be the borer, the stalks will be found 
burrowed. In such cases they should be re- 
moved with a strong knife, placed in a sack 
and afterwards destroyed. That the culling 
of com is practical, was well demonstrated 
last season on Mr. N. S. Dougherty's plan- 
tation. During May the com fields were . 
carefully gone over and all infected stalks 
removed. Two cuUings completely cleaned 
the corn fields of borers. The removal of 
infected coirn stalks is impracticable after 
the first brood has completed its round of 
life and the\ moths have deposited eggs for 
another brood, as the infection is usually so 
widespread ^t this time that the majority 
of the crop is Involved. Limited tracts of 
com badly infested with the borer in close 
proximity to oane, should be completely de- 
stroyed to pr<i>tect the cane crop from suc- 
ceeding brcKvds. However, if com be not 
planted oxk wlndrowed areas, and careful 
culling i§/ practiced during the life of the 
first bp^d, there will be no need of destroy- 
ing tme com crop to save the cane. 

ylks a rule planters here found it easier to 
"cull cane than com, on. account of the pres- 
ence of what is known as *'dead hearts" of 
borer infested cane. Elarly in June the af- 



fected cane begins to show dead heart, and 
the practice of sending hands, supplied with 
a strong knife and a sack, through the fields 
to remove affected stalks has proven emi- 
nently successful. Messrs. E. & J. Kock, of 
Belle Alliance plantation, were the first to 
institute a campaign of this kind. They 
found the operation so inexpensive and sat- 
isfactory, that many of their neighbors fol- 
lowed suit. On Belle Alliance, the cane 
fields were gone over twice in June and one 
strip of one hundred acres was culled a third 
time. In all, something like two thousand 
acres were culled at an expense of 1170.00. 

The Ascension correspondent has the fol- 
lowing to say in the Louisiana Planteb Ain> 
SuGAB Manufactubeb, in issue of Sept 14, 
1901, relative to culling cane: 

"A great deal has been done toward the 
destruction of the borer. * ♦ ♦ A good 
many cane and corn crops have been culled; 
cars, tramways, roads, ditch banks, etc., have 
been cleared of trash, which has been bumed, 
all these things being conducive to the ex- 
tirpating of the pest 

"The work accomplished at Palo Alto un- 
der the direction of the veteran manager, 
H. C. Wilson, may be taken as an example 
to demonstrate the probable results achieved. 
Mr. Wilson had 420 acres of cane culled in 
the early spring, filling 120 oat sacks with 
borer infested stalks. Averaging these at 
333 to the sack, would give 41,292, and as 
each borer moth may be counted upon to 
deposit at least 300 eggs, the number of 
eggs destroyed (of a single brood) on this 
one plantation alone, can be estimated at 12,- 
387,600. Anyone fond of mathematical de- 
monstration can continue the calculationT 
meanwhile, the championship for killing bor- 
ers is claimed for Ascension." 

It has been found best to cull cane more 
than once. In going over the crop the first 
time some plants infected may not show 
the dead heart, and the second, and even the 
third, is strongly recommended in order to 
catch all missed in previous cullings. 



Sus:ar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Pl.\nteb by Wilkinson k Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 698,379, granted to Francisco 
Elizondo, of CHiucho de Pueblo Nuevo, Cuba, 
Cane-Feeding' Mechanism for CJane Bfills. 

Patent No. 698,832, granted to Johannes E. 
Siedel, of Gustrow, (Germany, Centrifugal 
Separator. 

Patent No. 698,150, Granted to Claus A. 
Spreckels and Charles A. Kern, of New York, 
assignors to Federal Refining Company, Jer- 
sey City, New Jersey, for Process of Purify- 
ing Sugar and Solutions Thereof. . 

Patent No. 699,003, granted to Carl Ohls- 
son, of Sodertelje, Sweden, for centrifugal 
machine. 

Patent No. 699,038. granted to Burchard 
Thoens. of New Orleans, La., for multiple 
effect. 



General Conference M. B. Church » Dal- 
las. Tex., May 7 to June 7, 190a. 

For the above the Queen k Crescent Route 
will sell round trip tickets at rate of one 
first-class fare for round trip plus two dol- 
lars, on May 3, 4 and 5, with limit June 9, 
with further privilege of extension to June 
30 upon payment of fee of fifty cents. 

Queen k Crescent Route is the short line 
from all points in the Southeast to Dallas. 
Quickest possible time. For detailed infor- 
mation, apply to R. W. Bonds, T. P. A., 
Meridian, Miss. 
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Sus:ar rUkins: in flexico. 

Mr. E. W. Moise. who has been connected 
for some years with Mr. B. W. Deming, and 
who has recently been in Mexico operating 
the Deming apparatus at the Panuco Sugar 
Factory there, has favored us with some 
interesting notes concerning the methods 
in vogue in Mexico and also with some ex- 
cellent photographs, which we reproduce 
elsewhere in this article. 

The Panuco sugar plantation, which is 



ing the rest of the year there is no rain- 
fall whatever, but the dews are extremely 
heavy and they take the place of rainfall 
to a great extent. On rising in the morning 
every exposed surface is found to be as 
wet as if there had been a shower. There 
is no irrigation attempted as the moisture 
supplied in this way seems to serve the 
purpose and gives the cane sufficient water 
for its needs. 
Cane is planted at any time, and It is 



THE TYPE OF CANE CART AND TEAM MOST GENERALLY USED. 



owned by the Panuco Sugar Company, is 
situated in the eastern part of Mexico about 
150 miles from the port of Tamplco. Com- 
munication between Tamplco and the plan- 
tation is carried on by small steam boats, 
which run up the Panuco river, making four 
trips a month, and all freight and pas- 
sengers are carried by these boats. About 
seventy-five miles up the river is the town 
of Panuco, a little place boasting of some 
two thousand inhabitants, and this is the 
only town between Tampico and the Panuco 
factory. It will thus be seen that the plan- 
tation is somewhat isolated, being seventy- 
five miles from the nearest town, and it is 
also forty miles from any railroad. To gel 
to the railroad, which is on the opposite 
side of the place from fampico, it is nec- 
essary to travel by horse-back and ford three 
rivers. 

The plantation comprises some thirteen 
thousand acres, of which four hundred are 
at present in cane, and this acreage to cane 
is being constantly increased, practically all 
of the land on the place being suitable for 
cane culture if properly cleared and drained. 
The country is rolling, there being no moun- 
tains in the immediate vicinity, though when 
the weather is quite clear they are visible 
around the horizon. The climate is hot, and 
even in winter there are few days which 
could be called moderately cool. The rainy 
season extends throughout the months of 
June, July, August and September and dur- 



never cultivated but is simply allowed to 
grow, which it does in a wonderful manner, 
yielding at harvest an average of fifty tons 
per acre. It comes to a flower, as is com- 
mon in tropical countries. The stubble cane 
can be allowed to ratoon for four years 
and in some cases longer. 
The labor used on the place is almost en- 



tirely Mexican and it is reported by Mr. 
Moise that they are extremely worthless and 
lazy and he believes that one ordinary Lou- 
isiana plantation negro fleld hand accom- 
plishes as much work as four of them. They 
are supervised by overseers who are quite 
as inefficient and lazy as the laborers them- 
selves. The wages paid average from SO 
cents to 75 cents in Mexican currency a day, 
which is increased to |1.00 and |1.50 in Mex- 
ican currency during the progress of the 
grinding season. 

The cane is brought from the fields in 
carts, on mule back and by a small planta- 
tion railroad which h&h two locomotives and 
which of course does the bulk of the work. 
The apparatus in the house consists of a 
six roller mill and a Marshall cane crusher, 
both made by the Whitney Iron Works of 
New Orleans; two 8-foot vacuum pans made 
by the Fives-Lille Company of France, a 
quadruple effect, nine clarlfiers and a set 
of centrifugals also made by the Fives-Lille 
Company. The boilers are of the water 
tube type and were made by the Stirling 
Company, of Chicago, and the bagasse burn- 
er was installed by the C. S. Burt Company, 
of New Orleans. 

The capacity of the house is , about six 
hundred tons of cane a day and they turned 
out during the last campaign some three 
million pounds of sugar, nearly white in 
quality and put up in conical loaves such as 
are illustrated in one of the photographs 
which we publish herewith. All of the su- 
gar was shipped to the town of Merida in 
Yucatan and distributed from that central 
point throughout the Yucatan Peninsular, 
all of it being consumed in Mexico and the 
price obtained for it by the Panuco Sugar 
Company was about, on an average, 11 cents 
Mexican money per pound. In addition to 
the sugar, considerable alcohol was made 
in the distillery, which is operated in con- 



HANDLING CANE WITH A PIECE OF MObfiRN APPARATUS ERECTED BY AN 
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nection with the sugar factory and all the 
apparatus in which was supplied by the 
Fives-Lille Company. The alcohol made was 
of 85 per cent proof and it was all shipped 
to the City of Mexico, where it sold for 
about $2.50 per gallon, Mexican money. 



came under a contract for about six months 
work at a salary of $800 a month, but the 
house ran for less than two months. Besides 
this he brought men with him for running 
the double effects, clarifiers and filter press- 
es, all of whom were under contract for. 



WEIGHING A "MULE LOAD" OF CANE. 



There is considerable wood used as fuel in 
addition to the. bagasse, and as it is in 
abundant supply on the place, the cost of 
it is very little. 

There is a large store on the plantation, 
which from the description given by Mr. 
Moise, must do an immense business. He 
says that they frequently take in fifteen 
hundred dollars in cash on Saturday even- 
ing and on Sunday, and a peculiar feature 
of their business operations is that the price 
df the goods sold varies according to the 



and^rew salaries for, six months. Mr. Moise 
reports that the same thing happened the 
year before. 



BBBT SUGAR. 



Beet Sugar Notes. 

The secretary of the Wisconsin State 
Board of Agriculture says that he receives 
letters every day from farmers in various 
parts of that state asking for information 
concerning the cultivation of sugar beets. 
So great is the demand for information 



LOAVES OF SUGAR Rl^ADY TO BE PACKED AND SHIPPED. 



ability of the purchaser to pay. A man 
whose wages are high is charged more for 
the same article than a man whose wages 
are low. This is a rather unusual idea and 
shows an evident desire on the part of the 
Mexicans to bring about the eternal fitness 
of things and even up the inequalities of 
life. The pay roll on the plantation runs as 
high as thirty thousand dollars a month 
at times and it is needless to say that the 
plantation has been losing money. The su- 
gar boiler who was brought over from Cuba 



along this line that printed matter will be 
seni out to these applicants. 

The representatives of the Kalamazoo 
Beet Sugar Factory report great success 
from some of their Indiana territory where 
they have been soliciting beet contracts and 
it is believed thai quite a handsome acre- 
age will be furnished to the Kalamazoo fac- 
tory by Indiana farmers this year. 

The Agricultural Experiment Station of 
Illinois desires to enlist the help and co- 
operation of the farmers in different parts 
oi the state in carrying on some experiments 
in sugar beet culture. The station expects 



to give the farmers a quantity of first class 
sugar beet seed with directions for planting 
and cultivating the crop, and will furnish 
blanks to the farmers with a request that 
they fill them out and return them in the 
fan with a sample consisting of five aver- 
age beets. The blanks will contain ques- 
tions concerning the soil on which the beets 
are grown, the treatment which the soil re- 
ceived and the general condition of the crop. 
This should result in the accumulation of 
a vast amount of valuable information con- 
cerning the possibilities of beet sugar cul- 
ture in the difCerent sections of Illinois. 

The ten beet sugar factories in Michigan 
which were in operation during the cam- 
paign of 1900-1901 used 335,510 tons of beets, 
according to the report of Mr. Scott Gris- 
wold, the State Labor Commissioner. These 
beets were grown on 29,896 acres of land, 
the average being 11 2-10 tons per acre. In 
sweetness the beets averaged 14.25 per cent, 
of sugar and the average output of each fac- 
tory was 6,461,6^5 pounds of sugar, or a 
total of 64,616,358 pounds. 1,839 people were 
employed in the factories at an average com- 
pensation of 11.50 per day. 

The Grand Island, Nebraska, factory of 
the American Beet Sugar Company will be 
operated this season and the announcement 
is said to have occasioned much joy in the 
community. The machinery of the factory 
will be added to and its equipment im- 
proved. About 5,000 acres of beets will be 
available at present in this factory, and it 
is believed that a run of at least three 
months will be had next fall. 

The Sannilac Sugar Refining Company, of 
Croswell, Mich., is reported to have 7,000 
acres of beets unaer contract. The company 
have made arrangements with several hun- 
dred Russians from Nebraska to do the thin- 
ning and weeding for them. 

The German-American Beet Sugar Fac- 
tory at Bay City, Mich., made only 6,375 tons 
of beets this year, some 4,000 tons having 
become spoiled during a warm spell in 
March. The farmers carried away these 
spoiled beets and will use them for fertilizer. 
The German-American factory had a hard 
road to travel, and the work of overhauling 
will be actively prosecuted this summer, 
and by next fall it will be one of the best 
equipped sugar factories in the United 
States 

The Agricultural College at the Colorado 
State Experiment Station is conducting ex- 
periments in the feeding of hogs upon sugar 
beet pulp and also upon the sugar beets in 
their original state. A car load of pulp has 
been sent to the station by the Great West- 
ern Sugar Company. Very careful notice 
will be taken of the results of the experi- 
ments which will give to the farmers and 
stock raisers a large amount of very valua- 
ble data. 

The New York senate has passed the 
Raines bill, which appropriates $50,000 to 
pay a bounty at the rate of one-half cent 
per pound to beet sugar manufacturers. The 
bill also carries an appropriation of $5,000 
for the State Agricultural Department, the 
amount to be expended for experiments in 
connection with sugar beet culture. 

The sugar factory at Lansing, Mich., has 
about 8,000 acres of beets under contract 
for the next campaign. The Lansing fac- 
tory is a well managed and carefully oper- 
ated plant. 

A sugar factory is promised for 1903 at 
Gait, Ontario, Canada. It was hoped that 
this factory might be erected this year, but 
it has been found impossible to do so. The 
promoters of the factory have advised the 
farmers to experiment in beet growing this 
year, so that they will get some experience 
at this work. 
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i 

2 



16 @ 18 

— @ 15 
13 @ 14 

— @ 12 

— @ 11 

— (o 10 

— @ 9 

— @ 8 

— @ 7 

— @ 7 
Nominal 



Same Day 
Last Year. 



Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



3?g«4>^ 



- ^ - 

- (ff — 

- ^ - 

- @ - 



s 

J3 



I 



- (^ - 

16 @ 17 

- @ 15 

- @ 14 

- @ 18 
-- @ 12 

- @ 11 

- @ 10 

- @ 9 

- @ 8 
None 



Steady 



Very strong. 



DuU. 









OTHBB MABKBTS. 








Nbw York: 


















SUGAR. 

Fair Refining. 89^ 
Centrifugals, 96*^. 

Granulated 

St?)ndard A 

Dutch Granulated 
Gtonnan Granul'td 


- «?« 

- @3,i, 
-^4 60 

- @4 30 

- @ — 

- @4 12 


— @4 46 
-@4 26 

— @ — 
-@4 18 


- ^214 

- @4 25 . 

- @4l8 


-fe2 » 

- (g4 46 

- @4 26 

-®4l4 


- S2tl 

zti>U 

- @4 25 

- @ - 

- @4 18 


- ^3 

- ^3« 

- (^4 45 

- @4 25 

- ^ - 

- @4 18 


- <«3}i 

— (&^5 20 

- ^4 95 

— @ — 
@4 78 


Raw— Strong; holders 
nowMklng 8 9-i6tor 

Refined- Good demand 


MOLASSES. 

N.O. Choice 

N. Fair 


- @ - 

- (ft - 


= 1 = 


-@ - 
-@ - 


-@ - 

- <e - 


=1= 




- @ - 




London: 

JaTa,No. 15D.S. 
A. ft G. Beet. . 


78. 9d. 
6e. i^d. 


78. 9d. 
68. 234d. 


78. 9d. 
68. 3d. 


7 9 d. 
6 3o. 


73. 9 d. 
68. 3 d. 


7s. 9 d. 
6s. 3%d. 


lis. 6d. 
98. IJiJd. 


Cane-Steady. 
Beet— Opened strong 
now quiet 









NBW OBLBANS BBFINBD. 








Cut Loaf 


-@4 96 
-@4 96 

- @4 60 

- @4 66 

- @ - 


-@4 95 

- @4 95 

- @4 60 

- @4 66 

- @ - 


- (84 96 
-@4 96 
-@4 60 
-©4 66 

- @ - 


- (§4 96 
-©4 96 

- @4 60 

- @4 66 
-@- 


-@4 95 

- @4 95 

- @4 60 

- (o4 65 
_@_ 


- @4 96 

- @4 96 

- @4 60 

- @4 66 

-@ - 


• @6 66 

- Sfi66 

- @5 40 

- $6 38 
-(§- 




Powdered 

Stan'd Qranula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 


Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to Apr. 23. 
At four ports of Great Britain to Apr. 19.... 
At Cuba, six ports to Apr. 22 



.Tons 



115,895 
224,060 
407,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleana for the week ending 
May. a, 190J. 
Sugar ' Wiolaeeea 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

RaaeiTed 58 5,709 8,312 

Sold 58 9,209 3,312 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to May. a, 190a. 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrefi. 

Reoeiyed 3312 1,701,360 294,082 

Sold 3312 1,640.429 294,082 

Reoeiyed same time last year 5441 1,307,094 168,663 
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Mat 2. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Honduras .... 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights .... 
ScreeningB. . . 
No. 2 



Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 



Bran, per ton. 
Polish, per ton. 



Apr.M. 



2 25@3 26 
2 25(§4 00 



2 (s2h 

6 @6Ji 

17i@2 
17 60@18 00 
22 60Q28 00 



Apr. 38. 



2 25(§3 26 
2 25^4 00 



3>i(&3Ji 

2 (si^h 

lJi(S2 

5 ®h% 

1%@2 
17 60@18 00 
22 60(S23 00 



Apr. ». 



2 25(33 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>i^3% 
2H(S3 
2 @2^ 
1%@2 

6 @53i 

2 @2^ 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 60(823 00 



Apr. SO. 



2 25^3 26 
2 25@4 00 



3>i@3Jg 
2 @2>i 

5 @5^ 

lJi@2 
17 6O9I8 00 
22 60@28 00 



Utj.l. 



2 26(g3 26 
2 26@4 00 



3><fe3Jg 
2H@3 
2 (^2^ 
1%^2 



6 ;g5Ji 
3 @iH 
2 C52^ 
1%@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 60@23 00 



May. S 



25^3 26 
26@4 00 



3>i(g8Ji 
2H®S 

2 @2>i 
1%^2 

5 @6Ji 

3 @4>^ 
2 @2Jfi 
1^@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 60(823 00 



Same Day Laat 
\6ar 



- @ - 
N ominal 



~(8 - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal 

13 00@U 00 

19 00^20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Japan— Qalet. 
Honduras— Quiet. 



Ji^Mtn— Good 

demand. 



Hondnras— Good 
demand. 



Reeeired 
Sold 



Recelpto and tales at New Orleans for the week eadlaf 
May. A. 1909. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clian. 

4,612 10,696 

- 13,407 



Receipts at New Orleaas froa An^. i, 1901 to /ley. s. 190s. 
ce tp a r ed witk last year, ■awn tiaie. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clsan 

This Year 1,037,682 291,604 

Last Year 830,613 207,886 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was very strong 
at the end of me week and oiferlngs were 
quite limited, xne receipts from the coun- 
try were restricted and whatever came on 
the market was promptly absorbed at full 
prices. 

Molasses. 

Molasses was dull at the end of the week. 
There are no open kettle goods on the mar- 
ket 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was very dull at 
the end of the week owing to the light offer- 
ings. Business in clean rice was also small 
and was generally in the inferior grades. 



Talmage on the Rice Market. 

The demand has been of somewhat irregu- 
lar character, but the total volume a decided 
gain as compared to last week. Not only is 
more interest being shown locally, but by 
nearly all out-town points. There is a spirit 
of conservatism which, while it may be dis- 
appointing in the present, assures a con- 
tinued and steady enquiry for the future. 
Undoubtedly the discussion over the forward 
supply has begotten the idea that it is an 
ocean full, whereas the per cent of really de- 
sirable selections are not over-abundant, 
which fact will be made manifest later on 
by appreciating values. 

Advices from the South note slackened de- 
mand, but the volume continues nearly up to 
the average required to take out the crop 
before the new can come forward in any lib- 
eral quantity. In New Orleans and through- 
out the Southwest, prices continue firm. One 
by one the country mills are closing out and 
stocks are gradually becoming centered in 
fewer hands. These larger holders manifest 
an airy indifference in the matter of sales, 
and an enlightened self-interest is as previ- 
ously noted, constraining i concert of action. 



It remains to be seen whether the outcome, 
as last year, will result in higher prices: co- 
operation at any rate must tend to steady, if 
not strengthen, values. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note slight quickening of demand, but in 
other features the markets are without 
change. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisi- 
ana crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, 
1,320,285 sacks; last year, 1,110,625 sacks. 
Sales, cleaned (est.), 1,112,792 pockets; last 
year, 832,611 pockets. Steady and strong. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date : Receipts, 40,845 bar- 
rels. Sales, 39,395 barrels. Market steady; 
improved distributing enquiry. 



Beet Sugar Notes 

The Benton Harbor factory is to be torn 
down and the place will hereafter be oper- 
ated by the Michigan Buggy Company. The 
structural steel in the building will be tak- 
en out and carried to Canada. 

Mr. Granger of the Greeley Sugar Com- 
pany, at Greeley, Col., returned recently 
from Nebraska, where he made arrange- 
ments for bringing several hundred Ger- 
mans and Russians, men, women and chil- 
dren, to work in the beet fields tributary to 
the factory. They will be distributed 
throughout the beet raising territory, where 
they are most needed and they will be of 
the greatest assistance during this crop. 

It is reported that the Qelders, who re- 
cently bought a controlling interest in the 
beet sugar factory at Grand Junction, Col., 
are negotiating with Mr. W. C. Penoyer, of 
Michigan, for the sale of their interests to 
him. Mr. Penoyer is reported to be enjoy- 
ing very close relations with the Havemey- 
ers, and this lends additional interest to the 
news that he has secured control of the 
Grand Junction establishment 

Racine, Wis., has been promised a beet 
sugar factory. The promoters of the en- 
terprise have looked over the ground and 
have announced that they will build a fac- 
tory at that point if the farmers will agree 
to provide them for a period of three years 
with enough beets to keep the factory run- 
ning. They promised to pay |4.50 per ton 



for beets and will erect a factory with a ca- 
pacity of 600 to 600 tons of beets per day. 
and employing from 150 to 200 men. They 
have not asked for stock subscriptions from 
the Racine people and have selected that 
point for their enterprise solely on account 
of its natural advantages. 



Personal. 

Hon. A. H. Gay and Mrs. Gay of Ibervme 
parish were at me St. Charles hotel during 
the week. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth and Mrs. Warmoth of 
the lower coast came up to the city on Mon- 
day last and made their headquarters at the 
St Charles hotel. 

Mr. J. J. Shaffer and Mrs. Shaffer were at 
the St. Charles hotel on Thursday last Mr. 
Shaffer is one of our most prominent sugar 
planters and has been identified with the in- 
dustry for very many years. 

Hon. Alex. McCollan of Terrebonne parish 
was at the Cosmopolitan hotel during the 
early part of the week. Mr. McCoUam has 
extensive sugar interests in Terrebonne and 
is a genial and highly cultivated gentleman. 

Mr. B. J. Morey of Patterson, La., came up 
to the city on a visit a few day's ago and 
made his headquarters at the Commercial 
hotel. 

Mr. J. B. Brown, the manager of the Ivan- 
hoe plantation, was among the recent visit- 
ors to the city. Mr. Brown is a plantation 
manager of the highest ability and the Ivan- 
hoe plantation is one of the best in the state. 

Col. L. S. Clark of the Lagonda plantation 
on Bayou Teche, was in the city on Wednes- 
day and stopped at the St. Charles hotel as 
usual. 

Mr. F. B. Williams, the lumberman and 
sugar planter of St Mary parish, was a guest 
of the St. Charles hotel a few days ago. Mr. 
Williams is a member of the syndicate whicn 
recently purchased the Caffery refinery. 

Mr. G. E. Gillis, manager of the Poydras 
plantation on the lower coast, was in the 
city on Thursday. Mr. Gillis is one of our 
most successful -plantation managers. 

Mr. Wm. Polk of Alexandria, La., who has 
been identified with the sugar industry up 
there for many years, was at the St. Charles 
hotel on Thursday. Mr. Polk is one of the 
leading men of North Louisiana and has ex- 
tensive interests of various kinds in that 
part of the state. 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 18. 



WANTS. 



Wo will pubiUb In this colaoiii* free of charg* until 
furtlMr notice, tbo appllcatloiis off all mmnmgen, over- 
Mors, eagliieera and Miffar^aMkera, and otbora who 
■my be seeking positions In tbe country, and also the 
wanU of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED-A p?8ltlon bv a flrst-cUss blackamltli, 
horseshoer. Marrted. Address Hsrman Dietrich, 
Hellers, P.O. La. 

WANTED— By flrst-olass sugir boiler, a crop for 
coming season have boiled in large reflneries, can f or- 
nlsb best of references. Address L. Pkrrbt. isdgard 
P. O. La. 

WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. Mansuy, 086 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED -Position by experienced track man, quail- 
fled in ditching, levee ballding and general consimc- 
tion work. Address P. J Spaffard, Box 84, White* 
castle. La. 4-28'02. 

WANTED Per Porto Rico, two flrst-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, Dationalitr, salary, rpfer*nce8 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding hoas««, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck. 61© Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years old ; 6 years' experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence Immediately. Address C. M„ care Chas. 
HUBBMEB^ 304 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED—A position by a flrst-clasa electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
government. Address F. Sintes, Care Louisiana 
Planter, 839 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— Analytical chemist. Ph.D., 29 years 
old. at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes in this 
line, desires position in the United States. Best 
references. Address Posen, Care this paper. 
4^1-02 

WANTED — A position, for the coming season, 
as sugar boiler, by a capable, sober, industrions 
man with good reference. Address Sugar Boiler. 
Corner Toledano and Howard Sts., New Orleans, 
La. , 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position as vacuum pan susar boiler 
for coming crop. Best of references from last 
employer. Address Hbkbt Strbckwood, 2011 
Carondelet Walk, New Orleans. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 
perienced In nil kinds of sugar machinery, who 
has served in Cuba. Porto Kico. and Mexico. 
Sepaks English. German. Spanish and French. Is 
open for engagement now. Address Ernest Von 
Rdngb, 324 Klver St., Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handl" ni^^n, durlna the oe^s 'n, and who Is a chorougly 
practical mechnnlc to ovrrbaul eyruD and Sugar ma- 
chinery Dal mce or year. Addreaa Hakdworkbr, care 
Louiaiana Planter. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Avooa planutlon 
nea^ Morgan City, La., Wage^ $1.60. per day. No 
board. Address J. N. Pharr, Berwick, La. 

WANTED— A poiiitlon on a sugar plantation, in 
office or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best references. Address B M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A man of 45, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for emplover. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished If required. Addr sm J^o. E. Cald- 
well, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced vacuum 

Sin sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references, 
ddress J. D., BOX 43. Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED — A position to do repairs and take 
off crop, by a first class engineer. Address, V*\ C. 
B., 637 Henry Clay Ave., New Orleans. 4-14-02 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotive- engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O., care 

LonSIAXA Pl^NTER.. 4-8-02 

WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man; 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smitb« 729 Customhouse 
street. New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young man, 
aged 25, would locate South. Have been trained 
thoroughly In an Iron manufacturing business In 
nil its various departments ; capable of office man- 
agement ; familiar with modern manufacturing 
metheds and system and at present connected 
with a large New York engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address **Advancrmbnt," 
care Pj.axtbr. 4.5-0^2 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years* experi- 
ence in sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 
4-6-02 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer or 
timekeeper on suirar plantation, by a sober, indus- 
trious and reliable young man ; seven years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A L., 
care of The Chief, Donaldson ville. La. 
4-10-02 

WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or te take charge of an irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 
Donaldsonvllle, La. .4-10-02 

WANTED— A oompetent sugar boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-02 

WANTED— A theoretical and partical sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f r immediate en- 

gigement in either of above capacities or as superin- 
ndent of large factory eltiier in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical experience in 
up-to-date sugar plants and can furnish best of re- 
fer«»noe. Addr'^ss Sugar Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED— A flrst-^lass experlenoed sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober. Industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtbr, Sup't. C. 8. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-28-02. 

WANTED— An open kettle augar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. Referenoes must be 
flrst-olass. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
MoLLASSRS Co. Loyd La. 8-27-02 

WANTED— A flrst-class head sugar boiler; also a 
flrst-olass head darlfler man, for the coming season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 
8-8002. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a sltaation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James FMsh, to toke off 
the cane crop of 1902. WUl oontmot the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1002. reference OK 
andsatUf cMon guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacor Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
La. Oraddppss P. O. Box G G G. PlanchevlUe, Av- 
oyelles Ph , La . 8- 19 02. 

WANTED— A position as engineer or steam- 
fltter. Address Bert Bberb, Le Roy. N. T. 
_^ 8^17-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 28, care this office. 

WANTED— A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take oflT crep, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B, 
186 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 8-18-01 



WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlaest, who is capable of repalrtog all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N. Y. 2-18-02 



WANTED — A position as sugar beller, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar house, in Cuba or Mexlce, 
by a man of 20 years' experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates in Louisiana. Highest references furnished. 
Address A. Spurs, care Louisiana Planter. 

. 8-15-02 

WANTED— By an experienced sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can furnish the besc of references 
from Louisiana and Mexloo. Address Geo. H. Doug- 
LASS, Box 81, Covington, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sogar plantation for the fall and winter of 1903. 
Have experenoe and can fnrnlak aU necessary ffrocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, osn^ Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, Lt. 8-8-Ot 



WANTED-A position on sugar plantaUon by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Can flli any pasltion from busineas manager down. 
Best of references and bond If required. Address R. 
D. T. Sberwood, 18 21 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — ^Position as sunir house cxigincMBr 



for this year in Louisiana, Cul 
furnish references on demand. 
Donaldsonvllle. La. 



or Mexico. Can 
Address Box 29. 
2-8-02 



WANTED — A position as flrst-class sugar maker 
In Cuba. Mexico or elsewhere. Can fomlBh flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beodreaax. 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, with 
good references. L. A- Thomas, 1109 Cadli St., 
New Orleans, La. 



WANTED — An American, 27, experienced In the 
er^tlon of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a first-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position In plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store clerk in general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 18 years' experieeoe, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Win accept 
osltion either in dty or country, or wW accept a 
position %s night watchmah. J. J. Murpht; 146 Union 
street, East Baton Rouge, La. 8-14-02 



^.^?FP^"^ plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first, 
class references. Alfred Ganel, care of the Chiel' 
Donaldsonvllle, La. 



WANTED— A tenant to culUvate 200 acres of land 

in cane on Ashton plantation. For particalars ap-^ 

Ay to B. Lbqendbb, 1010 Hennen Building, New 



■g 



WAVTED— A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice pUntation. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnville, La. ir^n 

oP^hIUi??~fl**""*°° °? ^^^^ pUntatlon as overseer 
2r iS«SR*rf' •».^l^'?*" expertenoe. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best referenoes. Prefer position In Loula- 
iana. Address W. S.. care Louisiana Plawteb. 84% 

WANTED-Posltlon as superintendent, assistant or 
chemist, by experienced French engineer gnZduMe of 
the highest technical school in ParS; was mSy ySSJ 
superrntendent of a large factory in BuropeT SSS? 

52?n*il2?i^®l''T ?^^'®"' •»* famUiar with aU iSe- 
ohanioia,ohemioal and agricultural details. Add^ 
K. c., care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-08 

WANTED— A young man, 26 year8 of age. deelrea 
position as time-keeper, assistant bookAeene? ^m^ 

store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, ablt 



WANTEI>-A clerical noeltion on sngar plan- 
tation In Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
iw.™ experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, DonalAonville, 
'^"- 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can be 
fr*liir«^«* locomotive engineer, machinist and 
n'ff™*"; ^°"*' y?W "^^^ present employer! 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodaux. La! 1.6-02 



^,yA?'?S5""4r5?****^° ^^^ **1 '•P**" «<> take off 



gJPf.S^i??:. 7,*9.?Ak« »P o»rt boSies if necessaiy: 



Familiar with all detaita of sugar house. AddrS, 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. «u«^w» . 



W VNTED-A thoroughly reliable and comptent man 
Ai superintend the canning of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business In all itsdetalls. Refeir^ 
enoes required. Address Cahnino, care of The Louis- 
naia Planter. 1-18-08. 

WANTED-Posltlon as blacksmith and wheelrlgh 
by experienced young man 25 years old. References 
as to sobriety, reliability, eta, fumSed. AddJS! 
81DWEY P. OuPRE. Lauderdale, l!a . l-iS5a 

WANTED-Poiitlon by a oompetent sugar maker 
who has Just completed a crop in Louisiana. In Cuba, 
or any other country. Addris Bv^Suim^ 
Chippewa, St. New Orleans. ^l-3-«L 



WANTED— Posltton as chemist or sugar boUer. Un- 
derstands clarification, with flrst-olass credentials .In 
Cuba or Mexico. Address L., this oflloe. l-U-5i 
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BYTES 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to Lonlsiana Agiicaltnre In general, and to 

the Sugar Industry in particular, and in all 

iU branches, Agricultural, Mechanical. 
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EDITOBIAL CORPS. 
W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. THOMPSON. 
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Entered at the Postofflce at New Orleans as seoonA* 
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Louisiana Pi^antsb, 880 Garondelet Atreeti New 
Orleans, Ia, 

LIST OP OROANIZCRS. 



McCall Brothebs, 
McCall & Legbndkk, 
Lkon Godchaux, 
James Telucr^ 
B. Lemank a Bro., 
Leokcb Somat^ 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. BaiCKELL, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymoxd, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Poos & Babnbtt, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forstth, Jr., 
Edward J. Gat, 
Bhattuck & Hoffman, 
Emilb Host, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt & Zieoler, 
T. G. McLaurx, 
L. S. Clark, 
J. B. Levert, 
Simpson Hornor, 
W. B. Bloom field, 

W. W. SUTCLIFPE, 

John S. Moore, 
James C. Murpht, 
Jos. Webbs, 



R. Beltran, 
LcciEN Son I AT, 

D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero & MalAiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Edwards & Haubtman, 
John A. Morris, 

B. H. Cunningham, 

K. VlTKRBO, 

H. C. Minor, 

C. M. SOBIA, 

J. L. Harris, 
j. h. murpht, 
Andrew Price, 

E. & J. KocK, 
Wm. Gario. 
Adolph Meter, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
Geokok P. Anderton, 
a. l. monnot, 

UlCHiUD MiLLIKBN, 

W. p. Miles, 
Lkzin a. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
JuLBS J. Jacob. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation^ 

The May meeting of this Association 
was held last Thursday evening at the 
rooms of the Chamber of Commerce, cor- 
ner of L'nion and Carondelet streets, Xew 
Orleans. The attendance was only fair, 
among the absentees being the President 
of the Association himself who was 
obliged to attend the banquet given in 
honor of the officers of the French cruiser 
Tage. In the absence of the President, 
Hon. Henry McCall, First Vice-President 
of the Association, occupied the Chair 
and Secretary Dykers was at his desk. 
The reading of the minutes of the previ- 
ous meeting being dispensed with and 
there being no communications on the 
Secretary's desk and no applications for 
membership in the Association, Chairman 
McCall announced that the first and only 
business before the meeting was the dis- 
cussion of the topic of the evening, **How 
to Increase the Sugar Contents of Cane" 
and the reading of a paper thereon which 
had been prepared by Mr. John E. Cald- 
well, of Houston, T€x. Mr. Caldwell not 
being present the paper was read to the 
meeting bv the Secretary and at its con- 
clusion it was moved and carried that it 
be received with thanks and ordered pub- 
lished in the official journal of the Asso- 
ciation. It appears in full elsewhere in 
this issue. The topic was then opened for 
discussion and the views of those pres- 
ent w^ere expressed at considerable length, 
among the speakers being Messrs. Martin 
Glynn, H. S. Crozier, John Dymond, L. 
A. Becnel, R. G. Comeaux, Prof. R. E. 
Blouin, of the Experiment Station at 
Audubon Park, and others. In accord- 
ance with our usual custom we will pub- 
lish a complete stenographic report of 
the discussion in the next issue of this 
journal. At the conclusion of the dis- 
cussion Chairman McCall announced that 
there was no other business to be at- 
tended to by the meeting excepting the 
selection of a topic for discussion in June 
and, on motion duly made, it was moved 
and carried that the selection of a topic 
be left to the discretion of President Rost. 
The Association then adjourned* 



Tlie Cane Crop. 

The weather during the past week has 
been on the whole favorable. It has 
been warm and there has been a rainfall 



throughout a considerable portion of the 
sugar belt although it was not sufficient 
for the requirements of the crop. Still 
this rainfall, slight though it was, has 
been of benefit and was much appreciated 
by those who were the recipients of it. 
The cane is growing well and has a 
healthy appearance and the outlook may, 
therefore, be pronounced as still favor- 
able and encouraging for a good crop 
provided there are no untoward circum- 
stances in store for it between now and 
the time of harvest. 



The Sugar Situation in Wastiington 

Rumblings of distant thunder are 
heard \a and about Washington and the 
political status of sugar seems to indi- 
cate a storm center that may break out at 
any moment, but lies now in a threaten- 
ing calm. The very skillful management 
of this whole sugar question in Wash- 
ington by our coadjutors, the beet sugar 
people, by the Cane Growers' Associa- 
tion, and by our own congressional dele- 
gation has been all that we could ask. 
It is true that, having right and justice 
on their side, has made the fight thus far 
easier than it would have been in some 
less meritorious cause; but still it has 
required constant vigilance, superior in- 
telligence, untiring industry and consum- 
mate tact to save the situation thus far 
and, speaking for Louisiana, we are sure 
our sugar people here appreciate the 
wonderful fight made for us thus far by 
our friends in Washington. 

The reciprocity advocates claim that 
they will secure what they want in the 
Senate, and that they will thus force the 
house into concurrence. Let us hope that 
they are unduly confident and that the 
eflPorts now making to single out our in- 
dustry as the scape-goat for Cuban re- 
ciprocity, may fail. 



Tlie Increasing Consumptian of Sugar 
in ttie United States. 

Some data recently compiled by the 
United States Treasury Bureau of Sta- 
tistics bring out vividly the enormous in- 
crease in the consumption of sugar in 
this country. In 1870 the total consump- 
tion of sugar in the United States was 
about 566,000 long tons. In 1901, a 
lapse of 31 years, the consumption of 
sugar in the L'nited States reached 2,- 
365,000 long tons, more than four times 
the consumption of 1878. or 417 per cent 
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of the consumption of 1870, or an in- 
crease in tlie consumption of sugar of 
317 per cent in 31 years. 

Of course a considerable part of this 
is due to the increase of population in 
the United States, but apart from that 
there has been a large increase per capita. 
In 1870 the consumption of sugar per 
capita in the United States was 33 
pounds; in 1901 it was 68 pounds per 
capita, an increase of 106 per cent, or 
more than double. There is a belief ex- 
tant and more or less well founded, that 
the actual consumption of food articles 
does not vary much from year to year 
because of price or from any other 
common cause The distribution of food 
articles varies with prices, but the actual 
consumer of sugar, tea and coffee seems 
to desire and to get about the same daily 
ration, be tlie prices low or high. If 
there be any exception to this food ar- 
ticle rule, sugar would seem to constitute 
that exception. The merits of sugar as 
a food stuff are now far better under- 
stood than 30 years ago arid the use of 
sugar foods is every where encouraged 
as healthful and economical. 

This may lead us to look ahead and 
to say that in 193 1 our consumption of 
sugar will be 136 pounds per capita and 
that our country will then consume near- 
ly five million long tons of sugar. This 
ought to give buyers for the cane sugar 
of the whole Gulf Coast, from Florida 
to Texas, as well as several millions of 
tons of beet sugars from the states of the 
great West a nd the Pacific. 

The Disposal of the Rice Crop. 

Secretary Allison of the Rice Associa- 
tion of America who has his headquarters 
in Crowley, La., issued on the 8th inst. 
his monthly report covering the rice situ- 
ation in Louisiana and Texas on the first 
of May. This report is exceptionally in- 
teresting, indicating as it does that the 
marketing of the crop has been done with 
great wisdom and the immense produc- 
tion of over 3,000,000 bags has been dis- 
tributed without demoralizing prices. 
Furthermore the report of the secretary 
also indicates that the entire present crop 
will be out of the way before the river 
crop comes on the market in Aug^ist. 
When we consider the break in prices 
which was an annual occurence several 
years ago whenever the rice crop was 
ready to be marketed, we can not too 
highly commend the methods pursued in 
marketing the present crop, which have 
completely prevented this season such 
demoralization of prices as was at one 
time suffered from, and we now see the 
approaching crop about to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of a market entirely clear of old 
stocks and with every prospect of the 
same wise management to supervise its 
distribution when it arrives. That three 
and one-quarter millions of bags can now 



be safely marketed without the slump in 
prices which was formerly inevitable with 
a crop of a million and a half bags indi- 
cates an improvement in the situation so 
marked that we cannot forbear com- 
menting on it in the highest terms. 



April Weather in New Orleans. 

The United States Weather Bureau has 
published its resume of the weather con- 
ditions in New Orleans of April just 
passed. The average daily temperature 
was 69 F. and this has been the average 
April temperature during the last 29 
years. At the same time the average tem- 
perature of the first four months of the 
year is about 2 degrees below the aver- 
age of the 29 years recorded, the result 
of the exceptionally cold February of 
this year, which was 7 degrees below the 
29 year average, although that average 
included the cold Februarys of 1895 and 
1899. 

The rainfall in New Orleans during 
April was 3.71 inches against an average 
during the past 32 years of 5.20 inches. 
In a general way the reduced rainfall was 
beneficial to the cane crop, though the 
drought of the past three weeks leads us 
now to a better appreciation of a well 
distributed rainfall. 

In April, 1874, the records show 13.62 
inches of rainfall; in April, 1883, 14.20 
inches ; in April, 1892, 10.44 inches, and 
in April, 1900, 10.69 inches. Old plant- 
ers generally say that a dry spring gives 
the best cane crops. 



April Weather in St. James. 

That careful weather observer, Mr. E. 
Cherbonnier, of Helvetia plantation, St. 
James parish, has favored the Louisiana 
Planter with a resume of his weather 
records for April. The average mini- 
mum temperature was 54.1 F. and the 
average maximum 80.1 F. There were 
a few cold days and frosts were had at 
30 and 36 F. on April i- and 2. The 
few hot days indicate 90 F. on April 26, 
29 and 30, when a hot wave was pre- 
vailing all over the country, while 15 
days additional indicated a maximum of 
80 F. and above. 

The April rainfall in St. James was 
but 4j^ inches, but ^H mches of this 
came in the heavy rain storm of April 
13, which did much harm to the culti- 
vated lands, "^necessitating replowing in 
many cases. 



May Weather in New Orleans. 

Mr. Cline tells us what weather to ex- 
pect during May, 1902, by telling us 
what we have had during May in New 
Orleans during the last 31 years. The 
mean or normal temperature of May is 
75 F. ; the warmest May, that of 1899, 
with 79 F., when we had a plague of 
flies and an epizootic of charbon. The 



coldest May was that of 1877, with 73 
F., when we had a good cane crop, but 
lost considerable of it by the November 
freeze of that year. The highest record- 
ed May temperature was 93 F. May 25, 
1898, and the lowest, 53 F. May 7, 1891. 
The average May rainfall has been 4.17 
inches, with 18.68 inches in May, 1873, 
and the least 0.02 inches in May, 1898, 
when consideiable cane on the ditch banks 
below New Orleans died out for want 
of rain. Rain began falling in August 
and continued to the end of the year, 
producing a large cane crop of unpre- 
cedentedly poor quality. The heaviest 
recorded rainfall on any single day in 
May was 4.56 inches. May 24, 1895. 



The Sugar Bounty Question in Europe 

While the Brussel's sugar convention 
apparently settled the sugar bounty ques- 
tion to the satisfaction of all the contract- 
ing parties, considerable opposition to its 
final ratification is developing in Germany 
and until final action is taken and the re- 
moval of the sugar bounties is ''un fait 
accompli'' we shall have doubts as to the 
successful overthrowal of the system. If 
England stands firm and fulfills her im- 
plied threat of countervailing duties as 
against the bounties, then we may look 
for their abolition. Unless England in 
this respect maintains a firm and un- 
compromising attitude, vexatious delays 
and probable failure of the whole aboli- 
tion scheme will result. 

The English sugar colonies and the 
English sugar refiners have been plead- 
ing for relief from these continental su- 
gar |x)unties for several decades and now 
that relief seems imminent, it is a pity 
to have the sturdy German agrarians de- 
feat the whole enterprise. 



The New Sugar Factory for Texas. 

As is generally known the state of 
Texas some twenty years ago began the 
culture of sugar cane and the manufac- 
ture of sugar as a means of utilizing the 
Texas convict labor, of which there was 
a considerable amount and at the same 
time a growing opposition in the state 
to then existing methods of contracting 
out such labor to work on the cane and 
cotton plantations. The Harlem sugar 
house, near Sartaria, Texas, was the fo*st 
venture made by the state and has been 
a pronounced success from the beginning. 

It is now arranged to build another 
factory of triple the size of the Harlem 
house, to grind some 900 tons of sugar 
cane per day and to cost, complete, some 
$265,000 and to be ready for use by 
October 25, 1902. 

This new sugar house is to be located 
on the Clemens farm in Brazoria county. 
Mr. R. L. Heflin, of Galveston, is the 
contractor engaged by the penitentiary 
board to build the new sugar house and 
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he has given bond for the prompt execu- 
tion of the work He has placed orders 
with the Whitney Iron Works, of New 
Orleans, for the mill, engine and c;rusher 
and six filter presses, with extra parts. 
The mill will have 6 rollers, 6j/i ft. by 34 
inches, and the crusher will be of the 
Marshall type which has proven so suc- 
cessful anl of which the Whitney Iron 
Works are the sol builders. The state 
has agreed to pay $40,000 August ist, 
$35,000 January ist, 1903, and all the 
proceeds of the sugar from the 2,000 
acre farm until the payment is completed. 

The Charleston Exposition. 

It has been our good fortune to 
visit the Charleston Exposition, not 
on Louisiana Day, so handsomely 
celebrated by Dr. Stubbs and his 
coadjutors recently, as was told of in 
these columns, but still more recently 
with the members of the National Edi- 
torial Association who invaded the classic 
precincts of quaint old Charleston and 
took in the beauty of the splendid exposi- 
tion now in progress there, visited 
Charleston Bay, passing around Fort 
Sumter, visited the Isle of Palms and 
enjoyed all the delights of Charleston for 
several days. 

There is no more interesting city in 
the Union to-day than Charleston. Its 
beautiful exposition brings us right up 
to date with all modern ideals and, while 
not so large or comprehensive as "the 
Pan-American was at Buffalo, this at 
Charleston has a charm all its own that 
will linger in the memory for many days 
to come. It will remain open several 
weeks yet and all who can should visit 
it before final closing. 



Patents Relating: to Sugar. 

Reported for the Louisiana Planter by Byrnee A 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National union Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 

The patent issue of April 29, comprises 700 
numbers — the. record number of a week since 
the establishment of the patent office. These 
700 patents represent progress along almost 
every line of human industry, and a study of 
the current issue of the Official Gazette will 
give a conception not otherwise to be 
reached, of the high character and all-per- 
vading scope of American invention. 

The sugar interests are represented by two 
patents, both relating to evaporators fbr 
cane juices, though differing utterly in char- 
acter, and both patented to Louisiana in- 
ventors. 

Patent No. 698,738, issued to Oscar M. 
Nilson, of llansfield, De Soto parish, is es- 
sentially a vertical fire-tube boiler, modified 
for the treatment of cane Juice, and pro- 
vided, as an adjunct, with an auxiliary pan 
for preliminary heating, this pan resting 
upon and heated by the breeching of the 
boiler. The juice is pumped into the end 
of the pan adiacent to the stack, and flows by 
a tortuous path past deflecting partitions. 



thence over a dam and around the vertical 
tubes. The hot furnace gases, rising through 
the tubes and thence passing under the shal- 
low pan to the stack, move in a direction op- 
posite to that of the juice, whereby the latter 
is subjected to the highest temperature when 
at the highest concentration. It is to be 
presumed that the inventor has considered 
the danger of caramelization of the sugar, 
and that the temperature and rate of flow 
are proportioned to avoid this and other 
deleterious reactions in the Juice. 

In patent No. 699,038, Mr. Burchard 
Thoens, one of the most widely known of 
the sugar engineers, discloses a novel form 
of multiple effect, possessing several clear 
advantages. Its striking novelty consists 
in superposing the several evaporators in 
such manner that the vapors arising from 
the flrst pass directly and centrally into the 
steam drum of the next above. Interposed 
between ihe several chambers of the effect, 
and between the last chamber and the con- 
denser, is an ingenious and compact ar- 
rangement of baffle plates to reduce loss by 
entrainment A further noVel feature is a 
valved pipe connecting the vapor spaces of 
the first and second chambers and capable of 
regulation to aid or supplant the sweet-water 
pump, which is ordinarily depended upon to 
maintain the desired vacuum in the initial 
chamber. 

The obvious advantages of this construc- 
tion are the structural economy secured by 
enclosing the several evaporators in a single 
shell, the coincident saving in fioor space 
and in loss by radiation, and the even dis- 
tribution of heat obtained by the introduc- 
tion of steam into the center of each drum. 



Dr. J. J. Kinyoun. 

The Biological Laboratories of the 
H. K. Mulford Company at Glenolden, 
Pa., make another step forward in the 
progress of work in serum organo- 
therapy and in the investigation of infec- 
tious and contagious diseases, by securing 
the services of Joseph J. Kinyoun, M. D., 
Ph.D., late surgeon of the Marine Hospital 
Service and director of the Hygienic Labora- 
tory of the Marine Hospital Service at Wash- 
ington. 

Dr. Kinyoun is widely and favorably 
known at home and abroad as a sanitarian 
and scientific investigator and has served 
the government on numerous occasions as 
special delegate to International Medical 
Congresses. He is devoted to original re- 
search in bacteriology and in the interests 
of the government he has visited the various 
bacteriological laboratories in this country 
and in all Europe and Japan. Dr. Kinyoun 
received special instructions from Professors 
Koch, Roux, Behring and Pasteur of Ber- 
lin and Paris, as representative of the gov- 
ernment, thus acquainting himself with the 
progress made in serum organotherapy, and 
in the investigation of infectious diseases. 
He is peculiarly fitted for the directorship 
he now assumes and under his administra- 
tion there will be a still furtner advance 
made in the field of biology, as applied to 
medicine. 



Trade Notes. 

Fisher Distributing Bagasse Burners — The 
Miles Planting & Manufacturing Company 
have again contracted with the Fisher Ba- 
gasse B^rnace Company, Limited, for four 
large Fisher patented distributing bagasse 
burners. This is the fourth consecutive or- 
der from this company for distributors. They 
will be placed in the large Houmas Central 
factory, and be equipped, as also their New 
Hope factory, with the Fisher fuel oil burn- 
ers to work in combination with oil and 
bagasse. The last of the old time hoppers, 
which formed the pyramidal heaps, have 
been taken out to make room for these more 
improved fuel saving burners. They will be 
duplicates of the famous Fisher burners at 
Lakeside factory in Texas, where the entire 
plant was operated with bagasse burners 
alone in connection with bagasse and oil. 
The results obtained at the above-named fac- 
tory last season were more than satisfactory 
to both owners and to constructors. The 
Fisher Bagasse Furnace Company have been 
so successful with their modern fuel appar- 
atus, which embodies all the good points in 
fuel burning together with their great effi- 
ciency as steam generators, the equal dis- 
tribution of the bagasse over tae entire 
grate surface, the number of boilers that can 
be dispensed witii during grinding, and their 
immunity from the danger of fire, that the 
Miles Planting and Manufacturing Company 
felt no hesitancy in awarding them both con- 
tracts. 



Fire Brick for ^uel Oil Burning — Messrs. 
J. Watts Kearny & Sons, the well-known 
dealers in builuAng materials at 421 Gravier 
street. New Orleans, are especially well 
equipped to supply the sugar planters with 
fire brick with which to equip their furnaces, 
and as there is so much overhauling being 
done for the purpose of using fuel oil under 
the sugar house boilers there should be an 
excellent demand for the first-class fire bricks 
handled by these gentlemen. Many of the 
largest sugar houses and other factories in 
Louisiana have been supplied with fire 
bricks by this firm and they have never 
failed to give satisfaction. They desire to 
particularly call the attention of the sugar 
planters to their three star fire brick made 
by the Parker Russell M. & M. Company, of 
St. Louis, which is especially adapted for 
plants where fuel oil is used. The clay in 
this brick runs somewhat high in aluminum 
which makes the brick when finished very 
hard and impervious to the oil spray. It ia 
at the same time a very refractory brick and 
will withstand high heat and unquestionably 
combines qualities of resisting heat and 
standing the action of oil to a remarkable de- 
gree. Messrs. J. Watts Kearny & Sons carry 
a complete stock and will be very glad to 
receive inquiries and submit prices. 



Personal. 

Col. W. H. Price, who has charge of the 
Arcadia plantation in Lafourche parish, was 
one of the recent visitors to the city. Mr. 
Price has a very fine crop on Arcadia and 
if nothing turns up to injure it there will 
be a heavy tonnage made on the place this 
year. 

Mr. J. D. Hanlon came down from Bayou 
Goula during the past week and made his 
headquarters at the Grunewald hotel. Mr. 
Hanlon is not a frequent visitor to New 
Orleans and his friends here would be glad 
to see him oftener. 

Mr. T. C. Bourgeois, of Irish Bend, La., 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
He made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Grunewald. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPOKDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The dry spell has been broken — not suflS- 
clently as yet, but to mighty good purpose 
**all the same." A slow rain began descend- 
ing at 8 o'clock Tuesday evening and con- 
tinued until about 11, giving a precipitation 
of 0.10 of an inch, and to-day (Wednesday) 
there has been several hours of drizzling, 
with the prospect of more to follow. As a 
welcome result of these visitations, the dust 
is laid and the surface of the soil has re- 
ceived a very fair wetting that has freshened 
things up wonderfully and put cane planters 
and other "croppers" in a good humor. 

Local Observer Park's weather summary 
for April shows a maximum temperature of 
90 degrees on the 16th, and a minimum of 
40 degrees on the 2nd; frost on the 1st and 
2nd; a total preciptation of 6.60 Inches for 
the month, 1.70 inches of which occurred on 
the morning of the 13th and 2 inches that 
night. There was a brief but copious rain- 
fall, accompanied by high wind, the morn- 
ing of the 7th. The clear days for the month 
numbered 21, the cloudy ones 7, and the 
partly cloudy ones 2. 

There is little if anything new to say 
about the cane crops, which are in the most 
promising condition except as to the unim- 
portant particular of not being quite so 
forward in growth as is usually the case at 
this season of the year. The weather is stil-l 
somewhat too cool to promote rapid growth 
of vegetation, but with the advent of higher 
temperatures and the breaking of the dry 
spell, it can be taken for granted that cane, 
com, rice and all our other crops will soon 
be "up-to-date" in the matter of size and 
development. 

The Louisiana friends of Robert Storm, 
erstwhile superintendent of the Meeker fac- 
tory In Rapides parish, and more recently 
of the Cunningham factories at Sugarland. 
Texas, will be pleased to hear that he has 
embarked in a new enterprise, that is to be 
gin active operations in June with the most 
encouraging prospects of success. He }s 
president and principal stockholder of the 
South Texas Iron Works at Houston, being 
associated with J. W. Snyder as vice-presi- 
dent and superintendent, and J. L. Williams 
as secretary and treasurer of the concern. 
The gentlemen forming this corporation 
have purchased a site comprising about two 
squares of ground in a desirable locality, 
have placed orders for all the necessary ma- 
chinery, tools, etc., and are erecting the re- 
quired buildings. They hope to be In run- 
ning order by the 1st of June and have as- 
surance of sufficient patronage to keep them 
busy from the very start. M. L. Flowers, 
one of the ablest and best known engineers 
in the cane sugar producing section of the 
country, succeeds Mr. Storm as supervising 
engineer of the Cunningham factories. 

The Ascension Club is holding its annual 



meeting this evening (Wednesday), with the 
election of officers as the most important 
item of the business routine; but the clos- 
ing feature of the reunion — the dinner, at 
which the associate members are being en- 
tertained as the guests of the full members 
— possesses more general and immediate in- 
terest, perhaps, for the participants. This 
fleeting reference to the affair must suffice 
for the present, as nothing short of the en- 
tire space allotted to the Ascension letter 
will suffice to give an adequate account of 
the "feast of reason and ^ow of soul" that 
is to-night being reveled in by the fortunate 
members of the club that bears the signifi- 
cant and honored name of Ascension. 



Iberville. 

('special cobbbspondencb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been rather too dry, but 
as good showers have fallen at some points 
and the weather continues threatening, we 
hope all will get that which they 1 :8ire. 
Outside of a few complaints principally in 
the stand of fall planted cane, d^ie, it is 
thought, to the ravages of the borer in the 
canes prior to planting, all reports continue 
favorable and there is no doubt that the 
stand will be much better than the average. 
The work of cultivating and fertilizing con- 
tinues and some com has been laid by. A 
good rain will put the better part m shape 
for this. 

Mr. Rudolph G. Comeaux, of Plaquemlne, 
says his rice crop is growing nicely, but, like 
all beginners, he finds that he has to do 
over a^ain much of the work done in the 
winter, in the way of levee building, etc.. 
and finds it more difficult and expensive now 
than it would have been then, for ho cannot 
now use the road machine. Mr. Comeaux 
will shortly begin to use oil at his pumping 
plant. 

Mrs. J. S. Tuttle, of White Castle, one of 
the most successful planters in the state, 
has a fine crop this year. A -large part of 
last year's product was held over till now, 
and is fetching an increased price, which 
pays well for the holding. Mi-s. Tuttl'i's su- 
gar house is too far from the river to get a 
supply of oil by boat or barge, and as the 
Texas & Pacific Railroad will most probably 
not be prepared this year for its regular de- 
livery. Laurel Ridge's crop will be taken off 
with coal as usual. 

Mr. Joseph Supple, of Bayou Goula, says 
they sold the first four-cent sugar of their 
1901 crop last week. This price was paid 
f. o. b. cars at plantation. The stand of 
cane on the Supple places js all that could 
be asked for, and on last Tues.lay a good 
rain fell at their Richland plantation. 

Mr. Thomas J. Sellers, of St Charles, was 
recently in the parish looking for a second 
hand mill and sugar house outfit, for he 
says there are too many disadvantages at- 
tached to selling cane by the ton where it 
has to be shipped by rail. 



From General Whitehead, the man Avho 
sells fertilizer, we learn that there is a better 
demand this year than usual; that it was 
late starting up, but soon exceeded that of 
former years, and Iberville is applying her 
quota, which the General thinks is an in- 
dication of good prospects. 

A movement will shortly be Inaugurated 
to get up a farmer's institute at Plaquemlne, 
and we hope it will meet with favorable 
consideration, for we have a large number of 
farmers whom it would help, besides it 
would brin^ about a union among them 
and add strength to their cause. 

The police jury met in regular session 
Monday and, as the members had been 
notified to be on hand to dibcuss the new 
courthouse proposition, something definite 
in that direction was expected. The matter, 
however, went over for future consideration, 
owing tp the financial situation of 

Iderville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPONDBNCK.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There is only good news to report from 
the cane fields this week — an amplification, 
as it were, of the encouraging conditions 
depicted in this corresppndence last week. 
The cane continues to come out nicely, but 
the weather is not what it should be. It is 
behaving Just exactly as it did at this time 
last year, when, it wih be recalled, a drought 
prevailed from the middle of April to May 
20.* In addition to the dry weather, the 
nights were unseasonably cool, and the re- 
sult was that the growth of the cane was 
seriously retarded, much of that in black 
land dying. A repetition of the weather 
of that period seems imminent. The nights 
are unseasonably cool and the absence of 
rain militates against the rapid growth of 
the plant. Last Tuesday evening, after con- 
siderable bluster, a light rain fell, but it 
was not sufficient to do much good. Indeed, 
the dust was scarcely laid. In the wake of 
the shower came a cool spell, which is still 
on, the thermometer this (Thursday) morn- 
ing registering well down In the 60's, while 
a northwest wind gives promise of con- 
tinued cool and dry weather. It goes wlth> 
out saying that under such unfavorable con- 
ditions the cane cannot do Its best. The 
dry weather now prevailing hais one com- 
pensating advantage, and that Is that it 
enables field worK of every sort to be pushed 
forward with rapidity. 

There will be more work done in and 
around the various factories this summer 
than for many years past. This work can- 
not be classed as improvements in the ordi- 
nary acceptation of the word. It simply 
means the work involved In the change from 
coal to fuel oil burners. 

Cotton and com are coming out nicely. 

The ..g drainage scheme, outlined iA this 
correspondence some months ago, seems des- 
tined to fall through because of lack of in- 
terest on the part of those interested. This 
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is to be regretted, as the drainage plan would 
have been of incalculable benefit to 

West Baton Rouqe. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Another week of fair weather has enabled 
the planter to catch up with his work, and 
now all would be glad of a good, soaking 
rain. Some of the early corn is big enough 
to be laid by, or nearly, and a rain is needed 
to sprout the mukweed before the peas are 
planted. The plant cane is beginning to 
sucker, and as is usual is losing a little of 
its color. So far we have not heard a single 
complaint as to the crop except as to some 
insignificant patches, and you know when 
our friend the planter does not grumble 
about the stand, it is usually because there 
is absolutely no cause for complaint Pall 
plant seems to afford a slight chance for the 
planter to exercise his Inalienable right (to 
grumble), and I have noticed that the Janu- 
ary plant does' not seem to be entirely up to 
the later planted cane. As a rule the stand 
of com is exceptionally good, and some plant- 
ers have diminished the distance between the 
rows with a view of increasing the yield of 
com. 

The rice planters seem satisfied with pros- 
I>ects, and are flooding their fields so far 
without pumping. However, in view of the 
rapid fall of the Lafourche it will be only a 
matter of a very few days when they will be 
unable to use the syphons. A much larger 
area than for several years past has now 
been planted in rice in Assumption, and the 
tendency seems towards increasing the area 
yearly. 

Quite a pleasant social function was the 
gathering last week at the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Auguste Thibaut. Dancing was 
kept up to a late (or shall I say early) hour. 
Several of the visiting young ladies in at- 
tendance at the weddings were on hand, and 
a general good time was had. 

Dr. and Mrs. Jos. A. Blanchard are rejoic- 
ing in the coming of a son and heir. Major 
W. P. Martin and family were visitors to 
this parish last Sunday. Some of our local 
weather seers predict no rain will fall for 
two weeks. Time will show how well fitted 
they are for positions in Uncle Sam's 
weather bureau. More Anon. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBVSPONDBNCI. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The long drought that has prevailed here 
for the past month was partially broken 
yesterday by a slow rain that lasted all the 
afternoon. It still continues to rain at in- 
tervals and the indications are that there 
will be several days of rainy weather. The 
crops are responding readily to the weather 
conditions and every form of vegetable life 
looks as if it has taken on a new lease. We 
have had real summer temperature here for 
the past two weeks but the thermometer is 



decidedly lower to-day. Corn, cotton, rice, 
cane, vegetables and flowers all appear re- 
freshed. This rain is worth mints of money 
to Vermilion parish. The rice crop is sim- 
ply trying to outdo itself. The stand is al- 
most perfect and the plant strong and 
healthy. Corn is growing like so many 
weeds now, the late planting has almost or 
quite overtaken the early planting and it 
all looks promising. Cane is showing up 
nicely. The stand is perfect both in plant 
and stubble and at no time for the last nine 
years has the cane crop promised as full re- 
turns in tonnage at this season of the year 
as it does now. If the price Is good at 
harvesting season the farmer will doubt- 
less be pleased with the results. Cotton is 
a little backward this year, but it will doubt- 
less forge to the front now since the ground 
has become thoroughly warmed and a good 
cotton season has fallen. There is a reported 
falling off in the acreage of cotton. Veget- 
able gardens are very fine and the vegetarian 
is now in his glory. Strawberries and dew 
berries are plentiful and in a few days we 
will have watermelons and peaches. Ver- 
milion is hard to beat, she is not a one crop 
parish but stands at the head of the list In 
the number and varieties of crops that can 
be raised in her soil, viz.: Corn, cane, rice, 
cotton, peas, potatoes, vegetables of all kinds, 
various varieties of berries and a score of 
fruits, and the beauty of It is that all of this 
can be raised under one fence and adjoining 
one to the other. Who can beat it? 

There are several round lap bale cotton 
systems being erected in this parish this sea- 
son. The American O>tton Company is put- 
ting in a system for Durke & Broussard, 
north of Abbeville on the Vermilion river, 
they have about closed for a plant at Abbe- 
ville and the Fowler people are installing a 
system at Erath, six miles from Abbeville. 
Work on the Planters' rice mill is progress- 
ing very nicely. The mill building is up and 
the roof is being put on, the contractor will 
be ready for machinery by the 15th Inst. 

P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since my last letter this section has been 
visited by a light shower which has done 
considerable good to the young rice and to 
that which lies in the ground unsprouted. 
Notwithstanding the fact that this shower 
was light, its effect can be clearly seen as 
one drives along the public road to and 
from the flourishing little city of Dasplt 
which lies some four miles north of Quey- 
dan, located upon the banks of that placid 
stream, Bayou Que de Tortue. Taking the 
rice crop as a whole throughout this section, 
it looks indeed very promising and points 
to a very heavy crop of the fleecy cereals 
provided we get the summer rains for which 
the present indications are extremely good. 
It is indeed very seldom the case that we 



fail to have plenty of rain during the sum- 
mer months when we have a dry spring, and 
up to this writing, this has been the dryest 
spring since the year 1898. 

Tour correspondent had an occasion a 
few days ago to visit the western portion of 
this ward and, on this trip, we were very 
much pleased with the looks of the rice in 
that section; and one fleld attracted our 
attention very particularly, it being the rice 
of Worthy Quereau, which was some eight 
inches high and well flooded. In estimating 
the amount of rice now being flooded 
throughout this immediate section, we should 
judge that there are fully flve thousand acres, 
but by the end of this week there will* be 
fully twice that amount 

V. Wainright, the deep well man who is 
sinking deep wells in this section for the ir- 
rigation of rice, states the wells are increas- 
ing in favor and that he will begin work 
next week on two ten inch wells for the 
Gueydan farms, which lie two miles south 
of Gueydan. 

The majority of the farmers are fully two- 
thirds through planting In the Gueydan rice 
district. X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

While there has been no rain worthy of 
mention since the 16th of last month it can- 
not be said that the crops are actually suffer- 
ing at this time for want of moisture. How- 
ever the planters seem to think that a good 
soaking rainfall this week would be bene- 
ficial to all the growing crops. The dry 
spell of weather which has prevailed over 
this part of the country for the past three 
weeks has enabled the planters to plow and 
cultivate their crops beautifully. The grass 
and weeds have been killed in the rows, 
middles and along ditch banks as well as 
on the head lands to such an extent that the 
crops to-day present a beautifully clean ap- 
pearance. As corn is now beihg laid by and 
peas planted refreshing showers would help 
the growth of corn and bring out the peas.' 

Cane seems to be growing well and it is 
improving under the infiuence of the warm 
weather which is now prevailing. However 
the cane raisers say that a heavy rain at 
the present time would improve the growth 
of the young canes and afford an opportunity 
to lay by the cane crops at an earlier date 
. than has been customary in this section. 
Since I began to write this letter the clouds 
have gathered and a light shower has passed 
over the country with prospects of more to 
come shortly. 

Information from Bennettsvllle and 
Cheneyville in Rapides is very encouraging 
in every respect for those who are engaged 
in agriculture. Cane is said to be very 
promising, while such crops as corn and cot- 
ton are well advanced, growing well and 
looking healthy. However all these young 
crops are b^iginning to need rain. The cot- 
ton plants have grown out to a splendid 
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stand and the ground around the young 
plants has received careful attention and on 
many places the soil is so loose and well 
worked that the cotton can not at present 
be chopped out to a stand and the planters 
are waiting for rain to fall to settle the 
earth more firmly about the plants. 

The planters believe the outlook to be favor- 
able and encouraging and they are in good 
spirits over the agricultural prospects at the 
present time. Those who planted early pota- 
toes this spring for the Western markets are 
now reaping a high reward through the 
fancy prices which they are obtaining in the 
field for their potatoes. One of our progres- 
sive farmers stated to the writer this week 
that he could readily clear $1 an acre from 
sweet potatoes. There is no doubt of this If 
the best varieties are planted and carefully 
cultivated. The time is coming and it is 
not very far off when the farmers and plant- 
ers of the South will have to diversify their 
crops or suffer serious consequences. 

As I go to mail this letter I note that a 
heavy rain of several hours duration has 
been reported over the Red River Valley 
which has made the planters more hopeful 
and in better spirits than before. Cane, 
com and cotton will at once feel the in- 
vigorating effects of the rain. Bbik. 



51. James— Left Bank. 

(SPBCIAL C0KBB8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The coming of May has not been character- 
ized by any special feature. Summer weather 
has set in, and we are now having really 
warm days; happily a good breeze is felt the 
whole day as otherwise it would have the 
sultriness of those long unforgotten hot days 
of last August. Notwithstanding the many 
indications of rain which arise dally, we are 
undergoing a drought which, if not broken 
before long, will have bad effects. It is now 
very near three weeks since we have had 
any rain at all and this length of time with- 
out moisture at this season, makes things 
look rather critical. The crops though not 
quite up with the season are not lacking in 
any marked degree, and the general outlook 
so far is rather promising, as with this hot 
weather everything in the ve|fetable king- 
dom is taking its share of it, and soon a 
fine stand will be had if only a rain can be 
received. The fall plant is reported every- 
where as being in first class condition, but 
the stubbles are rather slow In coming up. 
The planters are now scattering meal in 
their crops, and this Is being done very light- 
ly this year, as it is one of the main points 
on which economy is based. The rice plant- 
ers have so far had free Irrigation, but, ow- 
ing to the rapid decline of the river, are 
obliged to prepare their pumping apparatus, 
which have all been fixed up and refitted for 
action. Mr. W. B. LeBourgeoIs, formerly of 
New York, but now of St James, who is 
managing the crop of rice on Tippecanoe 
plantation, leased by Messrs. Poche and Le- 
BourgeoIs, reports things as very promising 
up there, and in fine shape. He says the 



rice crop stand is perfect and they expect 
to make a first class crop, as fine as has ever 
been made in Louisiana. Oil burners have 
been established here on Model Farm by Mr. 
O. Tanguls for his rice crop, and on Uncle 
Sam plantation for the grinding season. On 
Model farm a large cistern has been erected 
on the banks of the river, whereas at Uncle 
Sam a very large tank was placed near the 
railroad, at a little distance from the sugar 
house, with an underground pipe conduct- 
ing the oil from the river, where it will be 
brought by tugs, thence to the tank. Mr. 
Ghas. M. Jacob, who has been a resident of 
St. James for the past few years, some time 
ago left the parish to reside in Texas perma- 
nently, where he is to enter the cattle busi- 
ness. Mr. Jacob, though much regretted in 
St. James where his friends are very many, 
left accompanied by the best wishes of all 
for his success in this new undertaking. An- 
other departure of late from Convent is that 
of Mr. F. J. Hebert, who has gone to Ensley, 
Ala., where he has obtained a very remunera- 
tive position. 

The base ball on the college campus every 
Sunday attracts immense crowds from all 
over the parish. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lambremont and son, 
Devince, also Miss Adile Bourgeois were vis- 
itors to New Orleans Saturday. 

Convent. 



51. James— Right Bank. 

('■3Ksaii0J8aHao3 ttious) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: « 

Our thirst for rain was partly quenched last 
night by a real good shower, though it did 
not come up to what is required, after a 
drought which was becoming serious, still 
it was more than welcome on the principle 
that every little helps. Everything was dry- 
ing up and cultivation was a very difficult 
process without mentioning th.e other draw- 
b^ks attendant on a drought at any sea- 
son of the year, but particularly at present. 
Cane, and rice were almost ready to change 
their healthy hues though the growth of oach 
was not checked. Ejyerythlng kept right on 
growing up and consequently the end of the 
first week of May finds our fields one big 
stretch of green with every row well marked. 
All that is needed now is a good, soaking 
rain and if the indications at the present 
writing materialize our wants in .this re- 
spect will be gratified as the weather Is 
cloudy and sultry. 

Rice planters had to realize very suddenly 
that they would have to resort to artificial 
irrigation as the river lias taken a big fall 
within the past ten days. Many were not 
prepared to begin this work so soon and 
hence there were many fields, previous to the 
recent shower, which were as dry as a chip 
waiting for the pumping preparations to be 
completed. Several rice planteis in our dis- 
trict will use oil for pumping operations and 
the trials made so far have proven very suc- 
cessful, though some burners do better work 
than others. 

Mr. J. Chicquet, of Jamestown, has a Gem 



attachment to his boiler whicli so far has 
not caused much trouble and is proving very 
satisfactory. 

Mr. Roussel, of Welcome plantation, has 
a Murphy burner which is also coming up to 
what it was represented to be. 

Mrs. J. Mire, of Bonsecour, attended the 
graduating exercises of the New Orleans Col- 
lege of Dentistry, where Mr. Dick Mire re- 
ceived his diploma after a three years' 
course. Mr. Mire will hang up his shingle 
among us here and, as he Is highly es- 
teemed and well known, he will without 
doubt secure a large and successful practice. 

Mrs. L. Barton, of Mississippi, is being 
royally entertained by Miss Ethel Tucker, 
of Armant plantation. A dance was given 
in her honor last evening which was at- 
tended by the elite of St. James. 

St. James. 



Six Ton 5ui:ar Land. 

From the annual report of Dr. Maxwell 
just to hand we take the following which 
illustrates two special facts. First the ac- 
tual possibilities of our local soils, and sec- 
ondly that through the extraordinary apathy 
exhibited here scarcely a- dozen people in 
the district are aware of what Dr. Maxwell 
has already achieved. The extract we allude 
to is as follows: 

"A year ago, when the Director took 
charge of the Mackay station, the varieties 
of cane under growth were exclusively such 
as had been introduced from New Guinea, 
of which there were some seventy different 
kinds. The condition of those varieties was 
extremely unpromising, due in a large meas- 
ure to the extreme drought. The cultiva- 
tion, however, was changed, and certain 
special mixtures of manures were applied. 
Fprtunately, good rains set in at the time, 
continuing in abundance through the grow- 
ing season, the result being that an imme- 
diate growth began, which continued, and 
at a rate that the Director had never ob- 
served, even in countries such as Hawaii. 
Between January 1 and June a growth had 
been made which was simply astounding, 
the cane which at the end of December did 
not show one Joint, and was actually dying 
out, having developed so as to yield a crop 
of a very notable character*. In the month 
of August the whole of these seventy varie- 
ties of cane were cut, weighed, analyzed, 
and the weight of cane and the weight of 
sugar produced per acre by each variety 
determined. It is necessary, however, to re- 
peat the experiments before making a full 
publication of the behaviour of each variety, 
as it does not do to draw conclusions from 
single tests, especially if these are made 
on a small scale. Nevertheless, these deter- 
minations of the value of the different New 
Guinea varieties as sugar-producing canes 
indicate variations between very wide ex- 
tremes. One variety gave less tJian twelve 
tons of cane per acre, while another gave 
between sixty and seventy tons, under the 
same conditions of cultivation and manur- 
ing. With regard to the sugar content of 
cane, and the production of sugar per acre, 
one variety produced only a trifle over one 
ton of sugar per acre, while another actual- 
ly produced ten tons of sugar per acre, and 
fifteen varieties produced over six tons of* 
sugar per acre each. It may be safely said 
that this experiment in good cultivation, and 
with n^anures adapted to the nature of the 
soil and to the crop, at the Mackay station 
during the past year, fully confirms the 
Director's statement made in his report to 
the Queensland Government two years ago 
concerning the possibility of sugar produc- 
tion upon the Queensland soils, if the most 
modem practices in cane cultivation and in 
the application of manures are followed." — 
Mackay Standard. 



Digitized by 



Google 



May 10. 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAH MANUFACTTJftEIt 



3^3 



PORBIQN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

- Berlin, April 19, 1902. 
(special c0rrb8p0mdbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather of the week under review 
opened warm and even sultry and at this 
period of the year this means generally an 
approaching outbreak of thunderstorms, 
which indeed have not failed to set in at 
an early date. Particularly violent they 
have been in Berlin and its vicinity, which 
may be of minor interest as no beet grow- 
ing section is concerned, but having been a 
personal witness of the rain floods pouring 
down and of the heavens really set on fire 
for six full hours I cannot help mentioning 
it and the devastation caused by this event 
The damage done amounts to millions of 
marks and it can be safely maintained that 
the oldest people are not able to recollect 
such heavy weather as we had last Monday 
morning. There have been also thunder- 
storms in the provinces, but, by no means as 
violent as here, but everywhere they have 
been followed by a large fall of the tempera- 
ture which thus again ceased to be in harm- 
ony with the season. But nevertheless in 
some places they have begun the sowings 
of the beets although it will take a week 
or two before this operation will take place 
all over the country, barring, of course, any 
accident In the other beet growing coun- 
tries the weather has been generally favor- 
able for field work, which in most places 
advanced in a rather satisfactory manner. 
As to the beet growing area, it is reported 
that in Northwestern Bohemia the reduction 
will be 35 per cent and in all Bohemia about 
20 per cent, but on the whole the uncertainty 
on this subject is as great as ever, whilst 
particularly in this campaign all parties con- 
cerned should make every effort to enlighten 
the trade in this respect. 

On the 16th inst. the English budget for 
1902-03 was submitted to the Parliament 
This event was, as everybody knows, expect- 
ed with intense interest by the sugar trade 
in and outside of Great Britain, for the rea- 
son that they wanted to know whether the 
duty on sugar would be raised or not The 
decision turned out to be in the negative, 
that is to say, the duty remains unchanged 
until further notice. This is a great dis- 
appointment to the English importers and 
dealers in sugar down to the simple village 
grocer, for they all had more or less ac- 
cumulated stocKS in order to get their share 
of the new duty. But instead of the ex- 
pected profit, more or less heavy losses will 
be the result of this kind of speculation, 
more especially to the buyers of refined 
sugar, who, just during the last few days, 
had provided themselves with large stocks at 
highest prices. Besides there is at present 
much anxiety prevailing amongst the hold- 
ers of real estate in the West Indies. The 
condition of these colonies is described to 
be at present very precarious and all parties 



concerned ask of the English government 
to interfere in* their favor. It has been 
rumored that ^ve million pounds would be 
devoted for the purpdse of enabling the West 
Indies to tide over the time until the Brus- 
sels convention becomes operative, however 
no item in the budget betrays that any such 
ideas are entertained by the government 
On the other hand an English steam ship 
company has offered to transport sugar from 
Jamaica to Portmouth without any charge 
for freiglit. If this offer is taken advantage 
of, it may be of some use to the American 
cane growers, as by that means part of the 
West India sugar will be deviated from its 
usual direction— the United States. The 
amount of freight to England is 25 shillings, 
which, when going into the pockets of the 
colonial planters, would constitute a nice 
bounty. 

The bounty question continues to be agi- 
tated In all beet countries. In Germany the 
new sugar law is in course of preparation 
In the Imperial treasury, and Is expected to 
come before the Reichstag within a short 
time. The principal objection against the 
Brussels convention is not exactly the aboli- 
tion of the bounties — which, by the way, will, 
notwithstanding, continue to exist in a great 
many states — but the reduction of the im- 
port duty to a mere trifle. This provision is 
the more obnoxious as it is considered in 
the first place as an undue meddling with 
our interior legislation and in the second 
place it is feared that in the face of such a 
low duty as proposed by the convention 
colonial sugar will cross freely over our 
frontiers and against this point it is ex- 
pected that the opposition against the treaty 
and the new law based on it will be mainly 
directed. 

It is a noteworthy and gratifying fact that 
the sugar consumption is increasing in Rus- 
sia in a marked degree. This fact comes to 
light when the sugar price at Kiew surpasses 
the normal limit fixed by the minister of 
finance. The latter is in this emergency 
legally empowered to permit more sugar 
to be brought on the home market at the 
ordinary rate of duty and this has been 
done a few weeks ago. Two millions of 
poods (crystal) sugar, partly from the re- 
serve stock, partly from the free stocks, hav- 
ing been set free for sale. This way the 
consumption is supposed to absorb 41,000,000 
poods sand sugar or 147,000 tons raw sugar, 
whilst the reserve stocks now amount to 
four millions of poods sand or about 74,000 
tons raw value. For exportation there re- 
main about 18,000,000 of poods or In raw 
value about 300,000 tons, of which amount 
6,340,500 poods sand or 115,000 tons raw 
are already sent abroad. It should be added 
that Russia does not adhere to the conven- 
tion. 

The markets have been last week in a very 
weak condition, which, as hardly need be 
mentioned, was the consequence of the Eng- 
lish budget containing the unchanged rates 



of sugar duty. In a certain way it is for the 
continental producer very much the same 
whether the duty is raised or not, for the 
English market is anyway largely over- 
stocked, but \ery likely much of the sugar 
bought in England on duty speculation is 
in weak hands and those will, no doubt, now 
press for sale. Magdeburg prices are down 
to M. 7.25 — 7.G0, and delivery April Is quoted 
in Hamburg at M. 6.30. In refined no change 
is reported. Robert Hknnio. 



' Havana. 

Havana, May 3. 1902. 
(spbcial corrbspondbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — At the end of the past week 
it was reported from London that beet grow- 
ers in Europe had determined to reduce by 
10 or 12 per cent plantings for the next cam- 
paign, which immediately checked the de- 
cline which had already brought prices down 
as low as 5s 11 %d, the lowest limit ever 
before attained, the market assuming on this 
account a healthier tone which might have 
given scope to the transaction of a large 
amount of sales, at the ensuing advance, had 
holders shown more willlngnesd to accept 
ruling prices, which, although ranging at 
from 1-32 to 1-64 of a cent above the New 
York quotations, still failed to cover manu- 
facturing cost, planters, accordingly scorn- 
fully rejected them in most cases and sales 
remained restricted to the few parcels that 
were occasionally brought forward by sell- 
ers in need of funds to meet pressing com- 
promises. The advance afterwards reported 
from New York allowed purchasers to en- 
hance their offers another fraction, ^hich 
Imparted more activity to the n;arket in 
which about 50,000 bags changed hands on 
the basis of 1% cents per pound, for 96 de- 
gree test centrifugaled sugars of good ship- 
ping classes, at which price market closes to- 
day moderately active and rather strong. 

In view of the turn the tariff concession 
in the United States in behalf of Cuban 
products has assumed, it would probably be 
preferable that the Cuban planters should 
altogether disregard the matter, since the 
endless procedure it is going through has 
already caused them harm it will be very 
difficult for them to retrieve, unless a re- 
duction of at least 50 per cent be immediately 
granted them in duties, which would allow 
them to dispose of their proceeds at a price 
equivalent to about 2 cents per pound, that 
represents the average manufacturing cost, 
inasmuch as planters having lost all hopes 
of realizing any profit this year, are 
striving merely to recover the money they 
have laid out In their fields in order to be 
able to take off this crop. 

Weather and Crop Reports — It has ceased 
raining over the greater part of the island 
and, though on a very limited scale, grind- 
ing continues on about 100 plantations of 
the 164 that were operated this year. 

Complaints regarding the yield of the cane 
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are stronger and stronger each day and it is 
likely that, owing to this cause, the greater 
part of the factories as yet at work, will 
soon relinquish sugar manufacture. 

Owing to the discouragement produced by 
the results of this year's crop and the delay 
in obtaining tariff advantages in behalf of 
their proceeds, planters and cane growers 
are conducting labor in the fields on a very 
reduced scale and only some old ones are 
being planted and replanted for the next 
crop. 

Cuba's Agricultural Possibilities — ^Accord- 
ing to official data, the area of the three 
Western provinces, Pinar del Rio, Havana 
and Matanzas and the two middle ones, 
Santa Clara and Porto Principe, is dis- 
tributed as follows: under cultivation, 8.37 
per cent; devoted to cattle breeding pur- 
poses, 53.10 per cent; covered with woods, 
19.39 per cent, and utterly unproductive, 
18.16 per cent. 

Said provinces contained, previous to the 
war, 28,939 rural estates, of which 24,753 
were destroyed during the hostilities and 10,- 
976 have since been reconstructed, 13,678 
are still abandoned and all of them are af- 
fected by mortgages and censuses to the 
amount of $128,251,840. 

According to the last census the popula- 
tion of aforesaid provinces adds up 1,245,129, 
and it is likely that as soon as the rural 
wealth of these provinces shall have at- 
tained its full development, the general 
riches of the island will also increase in an 
extraordinary manner. When good and cheap 
means of communication are furnished to 
the people, all the unproductive lands will 
be placed under culture and it will then be 
easy to determine how many acres there are 
on the island fit for growing cane, how many 
for tobacco, how many for pasture, how many 
for vegetables, etc., etc., whereon to calculate 
the real agricultural possibilities of Cuba, 
a task that, to my knowledge, has not as yet 
been undertaken oy anyone. T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(special corbbspondencb.) 

Honolulu, April 18, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There has been no change worthy of men- 
tion in the sugar situation in Hawaii since 
the last letter. The feeling among business 
men is better than it has been for months, 
and returns for sugar are being received 
steadily, and for the most part are being 
placed to the credit of the agents who are 
carrying overdrafts in San Francisco. In 
a short time these overdrafts will be liqui- 
dated and the sugar receipts will begin to 
come to the islands, and money will be easier 
and conditions normal again. 

Sugar shares are steadier in the local mar- 
ket. During the month there has been a 
steady sale in some of the plantation stocks, 
and people are now loth to let go of their 
holdings, which have every indication of 
going higher. 



The shipments of sugar continue unabated To these figures may be added those that 

and there is seldom a day that either a are not to be found in the annual reports, 

steamer or sailing vessel does not leave with but on the stock board. In 1898, when the 

a full cargo for the eastern markets. control of the company passed from the 

Negotiations are progressing rapidly, look- Spreckels brothers to the gentlemen repre- 

ing to the use of oil for fuel in the planta- sented by Edward Pollitz & Co., the stock 

tions. The Marion Chilcott, now on the way was selling at $33 to $34 a share. In May, 

from Hilo to San Francisco, with a cargo 1899, it reached $128.50 a share. And to-day 

of sugar, upon her arrival there is to be it is again at $33. 

Figures from the annual reports of the President, presented in tabular form, show 

how the price has fallen, the cost of production increased and the net profit diminished: 

Value at Average 

Sugar San Average Cost Cost Net value Net value 

Year. Produced. Francisco. Per ton. of Crop. Per ton. of Crop. Per ton. 

1899 16,341 $1,188,306.66 $72.72 $478,163.67 $29.26 $710,142.89 $43.46 

1900 18,631 1,446.698.57 77.65 715,525.69 38.94 731,172.88 38.71. 

1901 23,724 1,566,076.57 66.01 938,740.59 39.56 627,335.98 26.44 

outfitted with tanks for use as an oil steam- Judge Gear has taken the opposite view 

er. Tanks will also be erected here in Hon- from Judge Humphreys in the matter of Mc- 

olulu, and it is only a question of a few Bryde bonds and holds that the sugar in- 

months before some of the plantations will vestments are good ones. The ruling of 

be in a position where they can use fuel oil Humphreys will be taken to the Supreme 

exclusively. Court for a test. Kaka. 

John A. Buck, a prominent San Francisco 

banker, heavily interested in Hawaiian su- Hawaii. 

gar properties, says that the slump on th€ Honolulu, April 25, 1902. 

coast in the quotations of Hawaiian stocks (spbcial cobbbspondbmcb.) 

will not last long, as the monied men of San Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Francisco have confidence in the future of The local situation as regards sugar stocks 

the big island industry. Is better than it has been since the boom 

The difficulties at the Kona plantation are collapsed over a year ago. President Roose- 

not all settled, though the mill is now run- velt's hiearty endorsement of the policy of 

ning, and some of the sugar is being ground. Governor Dole gives entire satisfaction, to 

The Japanese laborers are not altogether the business community, particularly, for it 

satisfied with the representations made to was feared that had he been removed, and 

them in regard to their wages, and still want some of the candidates mentioned, been ap- 

their money. The majority of the Japs are pointed in his place, a business depression 

at work, however, and the difficulties of would have resulted. There is an increased 

the plantation will be at an end, once the demand for sugar stocks, the shares of the 

present crop is harvested. It is hinted that Oahu plantations being especially favored, 

some of those people who wish to see the There have been slight increases in the 

plantation go under are making trouble on prices of stocks generally but nothing of im- 

the island, but several monied men inter- portance. 

ested in the project departed for the scene The plantations are still grinding away at 

by the last steamer, and are willing to put their cane and the end of the present crop 

up all the cash needed. is in sight Every sailing vessel brings a 

The annual meeting of the Hawaiian Su- load of sugar to Honolulu where it is re- 
gar Company, held in San Francisco, showed shipped to New York or San Francisco, 
a big increase in the indebtedness of tae The Globe Navigation Company has aban- 
company. The amount owing now is $2,- doned its contracts with Kauia plantations 
950,399, more than two million dollars more for shipping direct from that island. The 
than that four years ago. port from which the ships were loaded was 

With these continual additions to the float- well nigh inaccessible and experienced ship- 

ing debt and bonding debt the company still ping men predicted at the time that the 

paid dividends as follows: 185^9, $50,000; contract could not be carried through. On 

1900, $600,000; 1901, $150,000; total» $800,000. its last trip to the coast the Eureka, which 
No dividends have been paid since March, is owned by the Globe Company, carried 

1901. about 10,000 bags of sugar and now it la 
As to the income from the crops of the reported that 5,000 bags were damaged on 

plantation, the figures of the company's re- the voyage. This will mean a loss to the 

ports show that while the quantity of su- company of some $20,000, the most of the 

gar produced has been increased 45 per cent, sugar damaged belonging to the Makee Su- 

the market price in San Francisco has fallen gar Company, which will put in a claim for 

oft more than 9 per cent. This would not its loss. 

have been so serious if the cost of producing The outlook on the Kona Sugar Company's 

had not been increased 33 per cent. The plantation is more hopeful than ever, and 

net value to the company of the sugar in the sugar cane is being rapidly taken off. 

1901 was $26.44 per ton, against $43.46 in Most of the laborers are at work again, the 

1899. mill is working steadily and grinding aboat 
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fifteen tons per day, with a promise of double 
that output within a few weeks' time. Un- 
less the bond holders interfere now the plan- 
tation is bound to be successful. The Japan- 
ese laborers' are in perfect aocoH with the 
receiver and an arrangement has been made 
by which they are to be paid out of the re- 
turn from the present crop. The crop will, 
it is said, amount to about 3,500 tons. A 
new railroad is also being built for the plan- 
tation which will be completed within a 
short time, and when the new triple effects 
are installed at the mill, the plantation will 
be among the best equipped in the islands. 

The Koloa plantation is experimenting 
with a new kind of fuel, coal dust briquettes. 
The new fuel is said to be less expensive 
than coal, when the cost of transportation is 
added, and the experiment is likely to be suc- 
cessful. However the briquettes will hardly 
affect the use of oil by the plantations, 
preparations for which are going steadily 
ahead. 

Judge Humphreys made another attack 
upon the sugar industry in the islands, in 
his decision disapproving the investment of 
trust funds in bonds of the McBryde and 
Waialua plantations. Among other things 
he said: 

*'We wish all worthy corporate enterprises 
success; at the same time we intend to pro- 
tect with all of the safeguards of law and 
equity the dependents upon this court. The 
clamor of stock manipulators cannot move 
us from our position ; the threat of promoters 
Inspires us with no terror; the groan of the 
widow and the cry of the orphan does fill us 
with immeasurable pity, and having an eye 
single to their welfare we do not intend that 
corporations with alleged securities, having 
an alleged gilt-edge, but a back of grosser 
metal, shall break into the vaults of the 
court and take from it the funds of fidu- 
ciaries. As matters now stand there is but 
one way to get such funds out of these vaults, 
and that is to employ dynamite in liberal 
quantities when the police are asleep. If 
the Massachusetts doctrine that a trustee 
can invest trust funds in promissory notes, 
stocks and bonds of private corporations, is 
to become the law of this territorjr. may 
God pity our widows and orphans. 

"That investments in sugar properties, 
and particularly new and undeveloped sugar 
properties not dividend paying, are not pro- 
per investment for trust funds is a proposi- 
tion to which I cannot, without closing my 
eyes to the history of this country, do other 
than yield my assent." 

The Japan Mail, under the heading of '*Su- 
gar Duty Rebate Bill," has the following: 

"The above bill is still under considera- 
tion in the House of Peers, but its fate still 
remains uncertain. The Departments of Fi- 
nance and of Agriculture and Commerce are 
strongly opposed to the measure, and the au- 
thorities will spare no pains to secure its 
rejection in the Upper House. The govern- 
ment, in protesting against the refund of the 



import duty, is principally actuated by its 
desire to encourage the production of unre- 
fined sugar in this country with a view to 
becoming in future independent of the for- 
eign article. At present Japan is annually 
importing sugar to the amount of thirty mil- 
lion yen, it is said, and the government 
intends therefore to introduce various im- 
provements in the sugar business if success- 
ful in acquiring tariff autonomy on the next 
occasion of treaty revision, and is also de- 
termined to encourage the production of 
unrefined sugar in this country. The gov- 
ernment considers it most ill-advised to con- 
fer such extensive benefits as the bill un- 
doubtedly will on refining companies, only 
at the expense of a large number of pro- 
ducers in Formosa, as well as elsewhere in 
Japan." Kaka. 



* Cane Culture in the Philippines, 

Calivo, p. I., Makch 15, 1902. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBMCIS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Cane culture in the Philippines is recover- 
ing very slowly from the effects of the in- 
surrection. This was immediately followed 
by the rinderpest, which swept off 90 per 
cent of the carabaps and cattle and then came 
swarms of locusts which devoured the grow- 
ing cane and in some localities hundreds 
of natives have died of hunger and fevers. 
It follows that at the present time there Is 
a great scarcity, both of Jabor and of work 
animals. Then too, the methods employed 
in making sugar are most primitive in many 
places. The juice is extracted by passing 
the cane between wooden rollers, which are 
often one-half to three-quarters of an inch 
apart and from this cause not over 25 01 30 
per cent of the juice is extracted. 

At the present time the greatest cane 
growing districts in the islands are Negros 
and Southern Luzon. Yet sugar Is second 
on the list among Philippine agricultural 
products, hemp being first and tobacco third. 
Nearly all of the iron mills in use are three- 
roller horizontal mills and are of either Eng- 
lish or Scotch make. Except in the more 
progressive districts they are operated by 
horse or carabao power, and as the bearings 
of the mills are seldom or never oiled, a 
great deal of power is needed to operate 
them. For this reason the space between the 
rollers is always far wider than what it 
should be. Under existing conditions, with 
horse or carabao mills, not over 50 or 60 per 
cent of the juice is extracted. Still, under 
these conditions sugar making is very profit- 
able. At present the mills are not operated 
more than three or four days a week, yet 
their owners are still making money. 

Some years ago an unusuany progressive 
Filipino had a large sugar mill near here 
and for every picul of raw sugar he pro- 
duced, 15 or 20 pounds of sand were mixed 
with it. At the present time I am building 
a large sugar mill near here. It is in the 
center of a good cane growing district and I 



now have about 150 acres planted in cane 
and, within a year, if I can get enough cara- 
baos to till the so^l, I shall have over 3,000 
acres in cane. My mill will be operated by 
a 20 h. p. water wheel, and can be run both 
day and night when there is sufficient cane 
for grinding. 

On- this part of the island there are at 
least 20,000 acres lying idle which are adapt- 
ed to the culture of cane, and it will, no 
doubt, be all planted within the next three 
years. I have now under construction a 
tramway four miles long which will extend 
from my mill to the dock, and, in the near 
future, I shall build at least 12 miles more 
of tramway. The ties and rails are of wood, 
and I have placed an order for the wheels 
and other irons for 200 cars with a firm in 
the States. At first carabaos will draw the 
cars, but as the production of cane increases 
locomotives will be used. 

John W. Stanford. 



Trade Notes. 



Messrs. Merchant d Co., of Philadelphia, 
advise us that their International sprinkler 
has recently been adopted and installed by 
the following firms to sprinkle their build- 
ings: 

B. F. Keith's ?^ew Theatre, Philadelphia. 

Jacob Miller, Sons & Co.. Philadelphia. 

S. S. White Dental Mnfg. Co., Philadelphia. 

Otto Gas Engine Co., Philadelphia. 

Hensel-Colloday Co., Philadelphia. 

Gustao Berger, Philadelphia. 

Penn Steel Castings & Machine Co., Chea- 
ter, Pa. 

H. F. Watson & Co., Erie, Pa. 

Ansonia Brass & Copper Co., Ansonia,. 
Conn. 

Coe Brass Manufacturing Co., Ansonia, 
Conn. 

Coe Brass Manufacturing Co., Torrington^. 
Conn. 

Botany Worsted Mills, Passaic, N. J. 

Lehigh Valley Silk Mills, South Bethle- 
hem, Penn. 

Bloomsburg Silk Mills, Bloom^burg, Pa. 

Benedict & Burnham Co., Waterbury, Conn. 

Johnson & Johnson, New Brunswick, N. J. 

The Evans Dry Pipe Valve, -made by the 
above company, has been universally ap- 
proved by all Stock Insurance Boards and 
companies, and is widely accepted by the 
New England Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
panies. It is one of the best dry pipe valves 
now on the market. Electrical alarms or 
mechanical water motor alarms, either or 
both, can be furnished with these valves. 
Alarm valves are also supplied of approved 
type. Broad patents — not in litigation — 
cover these devices. 



A Free Sample — The Stephenson Manufac- 
turing Company, of Albany, N. Y., asks us 
to call the attention of our readers to the 
fact that they will be very glad to send any 
owner or employee of a sugar factory a 
testing sample of their Stephenson bar belt 
dressing by mail absolutely free of charge. 

It is claimed that this is a superior article 
because of the convenient form in which it 
is put up, as well as for the reason that it is 
always ready for instant use when wanted — 
does not require an expert to apply it — is 
clean, convenient, economical. 
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BEST SUGAR. 



Sugar Factory Litigation in Micliigan. 

West Bay City, Mich., April 28. 1902. 
' (speciai, corbbspondbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The case between Bartlett, Hayward & Co. 
and the West Bay City Sugar Co. over the 
construction of the sugar factory at West 
Bay City, was settled on April 23rd, and 
the suit dismissed after it was on trial in 
Baltimore every court day since Feb. 28th. 
Bartlett, Hayward & Co., sued the West Bay 
City Sugar Company for the last payment 
and also for the payment of some extra work 
amounting in all to about $51,000, including 
Interest. The West Bay City Sugar Com- 
pany asked in a cross suit for about |150,- 
000. Claiming that the factory was com- 
pleted late and not according to the terms 
of the contract; that it lost about |20,000 
during^ the first season, on account of poor 
working of the machinery; that it had to 
spend 135,000 after the campaign In order 
to be able to operate the factory and that 
even after spending this amount of money 
certain stations in the sugar mill, namely, 
difFusion, centrifugals and quadruple effect, 
are not up to the standard. It also claimed 
the amount it paid for a pulp carrier which 
carries the pulp away from the factory and 
payment for some other things which they 
believe that Bartlett, Hayward ft Co. should 
have furnished. The total claim being |150,- 

000 as already stated. The two companies 
decided to try the two suits in one, but 
asked for two separate verdicts. The tak- 
ing of evidence was closed on April loth, 
and the arguments were begun on April 
18th, and ended on the 22nd, at which time 
the first case was given to the jury for 
decision. The jury returned in the even- 
ing a sealed verdict giving Bartlett, Hay- 
ward & Co. $21,000. 

Before the second case went to the jury 
the difference between the two companies 
were settled. It was a compromise In which 
both sides accepted a loss. This settlement 
of the suit includes the settlement of some 
large liens against the factory for material 
furnished and work done for the construc- 
tion company. The trial was very interest- 
ing and also very instructive as well for 
an engineer or sugar man as for a business 
man interested in this branch and therefore 

1 go more fully In details than I had ex- 
pected to do. 

The West Bay City Sugar Company and 
the Bartlett, Hayward & Co., of Baltimore, 
signed a contract on Feb. 27th, 1899, ac- 
cording to which the Baltimore firm will 
erect a 500-ton beet sugar factory which will 
extract a certain amount of sugar from 
beets of a certain quality, with modern ma- 
chines and apparatuses, at a cost of $1.12 
per hundred pounds of sugar. Price of this 
factory was $350,000, of which amount all 
was paid except $34,000 at the time suit was 
brought by the Bartlett, Hayward Co. The 
Baltimore firm further agreed to increase 



the capacity of this plant to a thousand ton 
factory for the sum of about $170,000 if the 
order was given before Jan. 1st, 1900. To 
this contract was attached a list of machines, 
In which the capacity of each machine was 
designated. There was no time mentioned 
in the contract as to when the factory should 
be completed and ready for operation, but it 
was said that reasonable diligence shall be 
used in executing the contract. The presi- 
dent of the sugar company, Mr. S. O. Fisher, 
wired Bartlett, Hayward & Co., on the day 
he had signed the contract that the same 
was given to them with the express under- 
standing that they work day and night in 
order to have the factory ready for the com- 
ing campaign. The sugar company also 
proved by witnesses that at a directors meet- 
ing in November, 1899, Mr. Hayward prom- 
ised them to have the factory ready by^Dec. 
1st, for slicing beets. They further showed 
by witnesses that other factories for which 
the contract was made or signed still later, 
were already cutting beets early in Decem- 
ber, and therefore the Bartlett, Hayward 
Co., did not use reasonable diligence in build- 
ing this factory as the factory did not 
start up or slice beets until Jan. 12th, 1900. 

In answer to this Bartlett, Hayward ft Co. 
showed by a number of witnesses that they 
did use reasonable diligence as their drafts- 
men, machinists, etc., worked until 10 p. m. 
on work for this sugar factory and there- 
fore could not be kept responsible for the 
loss caused to the sugar company by not 
being able to take a full crop of beets froni 
the farmers they had contracted for. The 
sugar company showed that the machines 
anu apparatuses were not working properly, 
that the plant was erected carelessly and 
that a large amount of men were required 
for the operation of this factory. The man- 
ufacturing cost of 100 pounds of sugar was 
$2.15 or 100 per cent more than the amount 
guaranteed in the contract. It told the story 
of Its first campaign, in which breakdowns 
and delays on account of same were plenti- 
ful, a story well known to the sugar people 
In Michigan. The construction company ad- 
mitted most of these statements but attrib- 
uted it entirely to the poor condition of the 
beets. The Baltimore firm said that it could 
not complete the factory as well as it would 
have liked to do as it wanted to get the 
factory ready for operation so that the beets 
could be sliced and so avoid a heavy loss to 
the sugar company. It would not have re- 
quired more than $5,000 to complete the 
factory according to the terms of contract 
and it would have done so If the sugar com- 
pany had not compelled them to leave the 
plant. 

The sugar company showed by means of a 
list of the repairs Bartlett, Hayward ft Co., 
Intended to make that these repairs were 
mostly on the building and fioors and not on 
the machines and that the defects about 
which they complained would still have ex- 
isted and therefore had no other way left 
than to take possession of the factory and 



have it repaired so that it could be run dur- 
ing the next campaign. Its witnesses also 
testified that only a very small amount of 
the beets were rotten but the largest amount 
of them were fairly good beets. 

The engineer in charge of the repairs 
made, after Bartlett, Hayward ft Co. had 
left testified that all machinery and appara- 
tuses were In very bad condition; that the 
bearings on all engines were cut very badly 
and out of alignment on account of the 
poor foundations and that the plant could 
not be started up at all or run as found by 
him. He condemned the location of the beet 
wheel and the beet washer, the chute from 
washer to elevator, the elevator chain and 
the fastening of buckets to the chain that 
the pulp screw could not work as it is de- 
signed wrongly and as a matter of fact did 
not work anywhere wherever he has seen 
it; that the lower part of the diffusion bat- 
tery was entirely too light He further 
claimed that there was an excessive loss of 
sugar by entralnment on account of the 
low height of the bodies of the four effects; 
that the supports of the coils in the vacuum 
pans were of the poorest kind and that the 
centrifugals are an imitation of the Hep- 
worth machine and that the proper place for 
them is the scrap pile and also made some 
other minor complaints about the pump con- 
nections, etc. He stated that these defects 
were already existing in the design of ma- 
chinery and have nothing to do with the 
condition of beets. 

The construction company said in their 
rebuttal to this that the same machinery is 
in the Sugar City plant, Colorado, which 
they built a year after the erection of this 
sugar factory; that the machinery works 
satisfactorily there. It proved that a good 
deal of the machinery for the West Bay City 
plant was furnished by a German firm which 
have been building sugar machinery for 
about forty years and that Its cnief engineer, 
Mr. Engel, in charge of the sugar department 
of the Baltimore ^rm, has had about twenty 
years' experience In designing sugar ma- 
chinery for refinery and cane sugar mills; 
that he was about 15 years ago with Hep- 
worth Co., which firm builds the Hep worth 
centrifugals which have such a good reputa- 
tion and that ms machine Is not an imitar 
tion of the Hepworth but an improved_ de- 
sign and that the defects of the centrifugals 
complained of are entirely due to masse 
cuite obtained from rotten beets. He also 
stated that the supports for the copper coils 
in the vacuum pans are better and more de- 
sirable than the ones furnished by Oat ft 
Sons, Philadelphia. I believe the sugar com- 
pany paid for these supports about $2,000, 
while the ones furnished by the construc- 
tion company did not cost more than $300. 
The testimony on either side was illustrated 
with drawings, photographs and models, and 
filled more than 5,000 typewritten pages and 
In addition about two thousand pages had 
been taken in Bay City prior to the begin- 
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Ding of the suit The expenses of this trial 
must be enormous. 

Messrs. Jno. N. Steele, Jno. E. Senunes 
and Albert C. Ritchie represented Bartlett, 
Hayward & Co., while Messrs. Jno. Hinkley, 
of Baltimore, and Jno. C. Weadock, of Bay 
City, appeared for the sugar company. Be- 
sides these attorneys a member of each firm 
was present during the trial, namely Mr. 
Hayward in the beginning and later on Mr. 
Bartlett, for Bartlett, Hayward ft Co., and 
Mr. Baily for the West Bay City Sugar Co. 
The technical part of the suit was presented 
for Bartlett, Hayward & Co. by Mr. Engel, 
the chief engineer, Mr. Sallch, sugar engineer 
from Chicago, Mr. Miller, sugar engineer 
from New York, Mr. Kathol, sugar engineer 
from New York and representing the Greven- 
broich Machine Co., Messrs. Brinkman and 
Yog^l, sugar makers from Germany, Messrs. 
Windfelder and Fertch, from the Sugar City 
plant, Colorado, and some other witnesses. 
The sugar company had testifying in their 
behalf Mr. Neuert, sugar engineer from Chi- 
cago, Mr. Eckert, who reconstructed the 
plant, Mr. Herlitschka, chemist, but had no 
sugar man testifying in regard to this 
branch as their superintendent, Mr. Leo. 
Stephen, who was in charge of the sugar de- 
partment for the last two years, assisted the 
construction company with information and 
papers. He Justified this action by stating 
on the -witness stand that he knew for over 
a year that the sugar company was wrong 
in its claims as there was no better sugar 
fMtory ever built and put up than the West 
Bay City sugar factory, and therefore he 
considered It as his duty to assist the con- 
struction company in getting a full verdict 
In order to clear himself entirely he stated 
that he had an offer of $11,000 per year from 
the Salzberg sugar factory Just before he • 
came to Baltimore, which he refused in or- 
der to be able to do what is right. He 
stated that all these changes made by Mr. 
Eckert had rather a tendency to decrease the 
capacity of the factory. 

Obsebveb. 



Suffar Beet Notes. 

A dispatch has been received from Fort 
Collins, Col., under date of April 16, to the 
effect that the representatives of the Have- 
meyers closed a deal for 120 acres of land 
near that town, on which they will locate a 
beet sugar factory, which will be the largest 
in northern Colorado, having a capacity of 
1,000 tons a day, and it will be so arranged 
that Its capacity can be enlarged to 2,000 
tons the second year. Plenty of beet acre- 
age has been contracted for. 

Delphos, O., Is trying to get a beet sugar 
factory, and the Commercial Club of that 
ci^ has already secured promises for 400 
acres of sugar beets. It will be necessary, 
however, to secure 5,000 acres of beets be- 
fore the factory can be built. It is said, 
however, that there is every prospect of 
this acreage being contracted for at an early 
date. 

The work on the sugar factory at Sebe- 
walng, Mich., is being pushed as rapidly as 
possible, but some delay was recently ex- 
perienced owing to a collapse of a portion of 



the iron wortc. The accident, however, was 
not of a serious nature and operations were 
not materially delayed. 

The Univel^ity of Illinois has recently 
gotten out an instructive circular, known as 
Circular No. 52, containing instructions rela- 
tive to the growing of sugar beets. This 
circular has been prepared by Prof. C. G. 
Hopkins, and it should be read by every 
one who is engaged in the work of beet cul- 
tivation. Prof. Hopkins* address is Ur- 
bana, 111. 

Mr. Henry Salzer, president of the Salzer 
Seed Company, of La Crosse, Wis., has an- 
nounced that he has formed a beet sugar 
company in which there are a number of 
Northern capitalists, and they will erect a 
factory in La Crosse. The capital stock of 
the company is $500,000. 

The news comes from Saginaw, Mich., un- 
der date of April 16, that the sugar trust 
has secured an interest in the Valley & Sagi- 
naw Beet sugar factories. The active man- 
agement of the concerns, and a one-half 
interest, it is said, will be retained by the 
Michigan people. 

A company has been organized at Saginaw, 
Mich., with a capital of |150,000, for the 
purpose of erecting a plant to manufacture 
vinegar and acetic acid from the refuse mo- 
lasses that comes from the sugar beets. The 
parties interested are mostly men who are 
already identified with beet sugar manufac- 
ture in Michigan. 

The New York State bounty of one cent 
per pound paid last year to the manufactur- 
ers of beet sugar was divided between the 
Lyons factory, which received $42,347, and 
the Binghamton factory, which received 
$48,350.75. The bounty this year will be 
one-half a cent per pound. 

The factory at Dresden, Canada, is now 
under construction. The American Con- 
struction Company, which has the work in 
charge has already on the grounds seventy- 
two carloads of machinery. The cost of 
the factory is to be $600,000. The construc- 
tion company is under a heavy bond to com- 
plete the factory in time for this year's 
crop, but there seems to be considerable 
doubt as to their ability to do so. However, 
every effort is being made and It is said 
that the factory will be a splendid one in 
every respect and quite a handsome build- 
ing, architecturally. 

An interesting statement has recently 
been published concerning the requirements 
of a 600 ton beet sugar factory during the 
campaign of 150 days. Some of the items 
mentioned are as follows: 13,000 tons of 
coal, 800 tons of coke, 6,000 tons of lime 
stone, 30,000 barrels to put the sugar in, 
besides a large number of miscellaneous ma- 
terials. 

The news comes from Milwaukee that no 
less than twelve beet sugar manufacturing 
plants, each with a daily capacity of 500 
tons of beets and costing altogether over 
$5,000,000, will be built in different parts of 
the state of Wisconsin next year. Sites have 
already been selected for eight of the plants 
at Beaverdam, Watertown, Kaukauna, Ripon, 
Oconto, Dorchester, La Crosse and Racine. 
The syndicate which will build the plants 
is the same as that which Is now controlling 
the factory at Menominee Falls, and the 
general direction of its affairs is in the hands 
of Mr. R. J. Wagner, who is now the presi- 
dent and general manager of the Menominee 
Falls Sugar Company. 

The work of thinning out the beets has 
begun on the lands of the Union Sugar Com- 
pany, at Betteravia, Cal., and over 200 Jap- 
anese are engaged in this work. It now 
looks as though the company would have to 
handle something like $50,000 tons of beets 
this year and as the factory has a capacity of 



500 tons per day, this would lead to a cam- 
paign of 100 days. 

About 100 farmers in the vicinity of Wa- 
tertown, Wis., will engage this year in the 
raising of sugar beets and this will serve 
to test the capability of this section of the 
state to successfully raise sugar beets for 
sugar making purposes. The beets will be 
planted in the latter part of May and should 
there be reasonable weather there is every 
reason' to suppose that these farmers, al- 
though some of them are inexperienced at 
the work, will be successful in raising a 
large beet crop with a high percentage of 
sugar. 

The work of hoeing and thinning the beets 
is in full blast at Oxnard, Cal. The young 
plants are looking splendid and it is esti- 
mated that something like 18,000 acres will 
be grown this year. By the end of April a 
great portion of this acreage was thinned 
out. There is a concern called the Western 
Agricultural Contracting Company, which is 
doing a large part of this thinning and hoe- 
ing. The company employs nearly 500 Jap- 
anese and some 200 Mexicans and has a se- 
ries of camps all over the beet district of 
Southern California. 

There was a sugar beet convention recent- 
ly held at Kaukauna, Wis. It was largely at- 
tended by the farmers In the vicinity. Sev- 
eral prizes were offered aggregating $150 
for the best sugar beets raised and a great 
deal of Interest was manifested by ev^ry 
one present. 

The famous Bitter Root Stock Farm in 
Montana belonging to. the late Marcus Daly 
will soon be converted into a beet sugar 
ranch. Some very famous horses were 
raised on this farm, but since the death of 
Mr. Daly the animals have been sold by his 
estate and the report is now out that one 
of the largest beet factories in the world 
will be erected on the site of the stock farm 
and its broad acres devoted to the cultiva- 
tion of sugar beets. 



Personal. 

Mr. L. Picard, of Dutchtown, La, was a 
guest of the Commercial hotel during the 
early part of the week. 

Messrs. Philip Lagarde and S. Abraham, of 
Lafourche parish, were at the Cosmopolitan 
hotel during the early part of the week. 

Col. J. S. Webster, the upper coast sugar 
planter, was at the Grunewald hotel on 
Tuesday. The Colonel operates the Terre 
Haute and Point Houmas plantations and 
he has on them this year a magnificent crop. 

Mr. J. B. Bablngton, who is the field man- 
ager for the United Railway and Trading 
Company, Limited, on their large lower coast 
property, was in the city on a visit a few 
days ago and made his headquarters at the 
Grunewald hotel. 

Mr. Fred Wilbert, of Plaquemlne, La, ac- 
companied by his wife and son, came down 
to the city during the week and spent some 
time at the Cosmopolitan hotel. 

Mr. M. M. Neames, the sugar house en- 
gineer and general mechanical expert of St. 
James parish, was among the recent visitors 
to the city. 

Mr. C. E. Gillls, of St. Mary parish, was 
at the Grunewald hotel during the past week, 
accompanied by his wife. Mr. Gillls is a 
cane cultivator of long experience and has 
charge of some of the most extensive planta- 
tions in St Mary parish. 

Mr. Benjamin H. Pring, of the Oneida 
Planting & Manulacturing Company, on the 
upper coast, was In town on Thursday. 

Hon. Henry McCall, of Ascension parish, 
was in New Orleans on Thursday last. 
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How to Increase the Sugar Contents 
of Cane. 

(A paper by Mr. John E. Caldwell, read before the 

Loalsiana Sagar Planters' Asaoclation, May Stb, 

1902.) 

In presenting this paper I beg that my 
hearers will not take these remarks as an 
evidence of bumptious conceit, but as an 
earnest suggestion that, if followed, may re- 
lieve the somewhat discouraging situation 
the cane planters are facing. 

The desirability of increasing the sugar 
content of cane goes without saying, if it 
is to hold its place as a commercial proposi- 
tion. The reason canes in tropical countries 
reach their high sugar contents, is because 
they have time to fully mature, aided by 
suitable soil, air and sunlight to convert 
their juices Into sucrose. Now we have 
forced this cane from its natural habit of 
14 to 20 months' growth to maturity into a 
plant taking just half this time. Now still 
further do we Impose the burden upon this 
plant, robbing it of time to effect maturity 
by late planting, violently cutting its roots 
in cultivation and late working or "laying 
by." 

Cane planted properly, in land deeply 
broken, should never thereafter be disturbed, 
especially by alleged cultivation, cutting all 
young roots by close off-barring. "Off -bar" 
of course in very early spring when scraping 
off dirt is in order, but never afterwards, for, 
while you may produce a good and large 
cane by the process it will, ipso facto, be low 
in sucrose. 

This idea of producing a large, tall and 
dropsical cane, pale and sickly in color, with 
dirty furze on it, is vanity — a desire to make 
"tonnage." It is not a clear or proper un- 
derstanding of the business. 

The typical cane is bright, clear and deep 
In color, free from furze and usually small, 
hardly ever over 4% feet, cut for mill. It 
is riper, however, than the first described 
cane and will yield more sugar, both per 
acre or per ton, though the "tonnage" per 
acre be smaller. To produce cane of this 
type you must adjust the work of the plan- 
tation to the end that you give this cane a 
fair chance and time to grow. Take notice 
of this word "time;" it will be often used 
in this paper and on a plantation it is the 
all-important factor. 

Now considering this cane is a plant of a 
tropical climate and we have by violent 
means robbed it of its native warmtn and 
sunshine in our efforts to "benevolently as- 
similate" it, is it fair to expect it to yield 
to us its best fruits in sugar If we wantonly, 
carelessly and recklessly rob it of one of its 
prime essentials, which we will call "time?" 
For, whereas, in its native habitat, it is 
planted in a warm bed, we plant it in a cold 
one, and whereas it gets 14 to 20 months to 
produce the sugar, we expect it to do it for 
us in one-half the time or seven to ten 
months. Therefore it would seem only jus- 
tice and fair play that we give it a fair 
chance and time to the end that cane will 
then show us its capabilities and we be 
financially benefited. 

To gain this time and restore natural con- 
ditions, the writer's idea is that when cane 
is planted it should be planted in a warm 
soil that it may immediately root and sprout, 
ready to return an hundredfold the farmer's 
care. 

So, as it is cold in the spring and too cold 
in November and December, cane should bt 
planted in September that it can become 
well rooted before frost. Of course frost 
will kill it to the ground, so to avoid evil 
consequences the cane up, say on the 15th of 
November, should be shaved and a heavy 
furrow dirted over top of row. 

The writer in the '80*s was overseeing a 



small place and having some scattering cane, 
in which corn and peas were planted, and 
wishing to save the pea vines for hay, care- 
fully prepared some land, cut these canes 
in September (8th and 10th) planted same 
one cane and a lap (planted thin to make a 
show, as place was on the market for sale). 
Greatly to his and everybody else's surprise 
and contrary to all the talent's predictions 
and expectations this piece of cane came up 
to a beautiful stand, cattle in the field grazed 
it down, it passed through a hard winter, pro- 
ducing a heavy crop of fine cane, very healthy 
and ripe, quite a phenomenal crop for this 
piece of land, which was rather poor. No 
fertilizers were used. 

This good yield is accounted for on the 
hypothesis that this cane was given time to 
grow and mature its juices. All canes usual- 
ly have juice enough, but for want of time, 
air and sunlight, do not convert same into 
sucrose when we want them for the mill. 

Since this time the writer has himself 
tried this September planting and induced 
others to do so with uniformly good results. 
All having been done on a small scale how- 
ever, without keeping record, and without 
means of analytical comparison, results can- 
not be given. This plan, however, it is 
hoped will be tried by some one or more 
who can keep tab on the matter and compare 
results. So endeth Chapter One. 



Let us call this the Second Chapter. Cane 
is botanically classed as a grass. The pri- 
mary method of grass propagation is by the 
roots. Then, too, we know stubble cane to 
be sweeter than plant cane, which the writer 
believes is caused by the fact that stubble 
cane has more time to grow and mature its 
juices, for it is already in the ground and 
established (rooted) when the plant cane is 
placed in the ground. Again the young canes 
from stubble roots draw pure mother's milk 
from the root, as its juice never having been 
exposed to air and sunlight, stays plant food, 
whereas the sprouts from the planted/ cane 
have to depend on the Juice of the mother 
cane, which juice has to be converted into 
plant food or mother's milk before available, 
causing a delay of two to six weeks (being 
in cold ground), giving this advantage of 
time to the stubble shoots. For, be it under- 
stood, it takes all of this time for the sprouts 
of planted cane to make roots, when the 
stubble shoots start out with roots already 
made, and deriving first nourishment from 
the stubble roots wher^, as explained, its 
plant food or mother's milk already exists 
in an assimilable form. 

Now if it be Nature's primary method to 
propagate cane by its roots, why not follow 
Nature's lead and do the same ourselves*; 
Thereby utilizing what is now a waste pro- 
duct and a nusiance to the fields called stub- 
ble clumps. Then, to plant these stubble 
clumps, the detail would be, "off-bar" the 
rows, split with a middle breaker, load the 
clumps in carts and dump in field to be 
planted; here with a hand-axe, or heavy cane 
knife, these clumps are separated into small- 
er pieces for planting. 

Of course many eyes are thus destroyed, 
but as these eyes are so numerous and close 
together in this part of the cane, there will 
be plenty left. It is a further evidence that 
Nature intended to propagate from roots, for 
these eyes are made so numerous at this 
point of the cane. Now the cane produced 
from stubble clumps having received the 
same care and attention that the other cane 
received, an equal amount of stubble pro- 
pagated cane and planted should be selected, 
juice analysed, and comparisons made; the 
juice from the stubble propagation should 
show a higher per cent sucrose. By the 
planting of this cane for seed, a type of cane 
should be produced having a higher sucrose 



content in an increasing ratio. In this con- 
nection, the writer, some 15 yeairs ago, hav- 
ing one-half cut to plant and no seed cane, 
conceived the idea of filling out with stubble 
clumps — this one-half cut was one and one- 
half acres. Keeping careful account of the 
expense, the total to plant, disintegrate the 
stubble, etc., was $12. It would have cost 
with cane $4.50 to plant, so the added cost 
was $7.50. To offset this was the saving of 
seed cane, say six tons at $3.50 per ton, $21. 
So, therefore, $21 less $7.50 gives a clear 
gain of $13.50. This part, however, is one 
of the least merits. The cane from these 
stubble clumps, from start to finish, showed 
a vigorous growth, the greatest maturity and 
a clear, healthy cane for the mill. Since 
then, many others, at the writer's suggestion, 
have pursued the plan, and always with satis- 
factory results, but, not having apparatus for 
analytical comparison, data cannot be given. 
It is the purpose of this paper to ask some 
of you sugar planters to take up this idea 
and experiment with it. The cost is slight, 
in reality nothing, for, while it costs more 
to plant an acre in stubble clumps, you save 
the value of seed cane, say four tons at $3 
equal $12, it surely will not cost that much 
extra. Use no commercial fertilizers, or 
manure, select poor land, for nothing should 
be done to cloud the main issue or obscure 
it^ results. 

There is another point in this matter of 
cane culture needing attention. It is fer- 
tilization. In an unholy, vainglorious ana 
reckless effort to make "tonnage," too many, 
alas! nearly all managers have used fertil- 
izers to an unlimited extent. They have 
druggeu the pure cane plant, intoxicated It 
as it were, producing cane of dropsical pro- 
portions, with dirty furze. 

With the broad field of botany open to aU, 
why not recognize our mother in Nature? 
Fertilize? Certainly! But not when the 
plant is growing to stimulate its growth as 
a plant. But fertilize the soil previous to 
planting, by putting the elements needed in 
available form, so when the plant comes to 
germination it finds the cupboard (soil) 
stored with food ready for use. Our best 
known fertilizer is the common cow pea. 
The cow pea, however, is a summer plant. 
Now, after a field is planted in cane In 
September, the whole field should be sowed 
broadcast in vetches. These vetches are a 
winter growth, are easily killed off in spring 
and in dying leave much humus and, as 
nitrogen storers, are the equal of the cow 
pea. Then, with deep. and thorough prepara- 
tion, shallow cultivation (don't cut cane 
roots!), a matured cane will.be brought to 
mill, rich in sucrose, to repay your toil. 

Gentlemen, these ideas are offered you, 
with the earnest hope that you will, as many 
as can, carry them out to a successful con- 
clusion. 

The importance of air and sunlight being 
well known, a series of experiments on these 
lines should result in some benefit. First, 
wherever possible, rows should run north 
and south, that cane may get the benefit of 
sunlight, especially when it reaches its ma- 
turing stage. The writer believing this mat- 
ter to be of sufficient importance, where 
rows do not run so, to justify expense of 
tiling and filling interfering ditches and, by 
a system of quarter drains, equalizing the 
surface drainage to overcome the natural fall 
of the land. It is worthy of experimentation 
say to fill two ditches and compare results. 

The importance of giving air and sun- 
light to maturing cane is evidenced by the 
practice of "trashing" pursued in the West 
Indies. "Trashing" cane is done by beating 
off the dead and dying lower shucks. We 
all know how a seasonable rain in Septem- 
ber, October and November aids in ridding 
cane of shucks and how planters in meet 
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ing each other after such a rain invariably 
say, "this rain will help cane to ripen." So 
it would seem quite reasonable to select a 
cut and trash the cane, say twice, and com- 
pare results with an adjoining and similar 
cut. If found sucrose yield was increased 
a machine to do the work swiftly and eco- 
nomically would be a simple proposition any 
Ingenious mechanic could construct. The 
success of the cane planter in making a ripe 
cane being due to many small and apparent- 
ly trivial details, all being properly done, 
in proper time rather than to any one thing 
these ideas are offered in the hope that each 
one may be given an experimental trial, 
keeping notes and comparing results. To re- 
capitulate: 

Planting cane in September, planting 
stubble clumps from this same seed cane, 
taken in September, comparing results with 
other cane planted the usual way. 

Sowing vetches in field after planting 
cane, say at time of breaking out middles 
in the planted cane. 

Running rows north and south with com- 
parison. Trashing cane, say the latter of 
September and three weeks later, with com- 
parison; never have rows too close especially 
when one uses middle bursters, etc., as the 
expense of cultivating wide middles is so 
little and the air and sunlight gain very 
great "Lay by" early always. The im- 
portance of comparison is insisted on and 
correct data should be kept that proper con- 
clusions can be drawn from each and every 
experiment Now, fully believing all I have 
said above from observation and much 
traveling and seeing cane under many con- 
ditions and always striving to get at the 
philosophy of every system of culture, I 
think it behooves you gentlemen to try 
some or all of these ideas and I sincerely 
hope benefit will accrue. 



Prospects of the West Indies. 

Tbe following is from the Daily Telegraph, 
dated March 20th, 1902: 

Although, until the sugar convention has 
been ratified, it would be premature to re- 
gard the bounty system as ended, yet matters 
have reached a stage at which it is permissi- 
ble to discuss the new situation thereby cre- 
ated. It is to be feared that the optimistic 
views based upon a superficial consideration 
of the complex problems involved will hardly 
bear careful scrutiny. It is a mistake to 
suppose that the depression In the West In-, 
dian sugar industry is solely due to the 
bounty system. Indeed, it is doubtful wheth- . 
er the Continent considered that system 
really vital to its Interests, or did not rather 
regard its abandonment with a certain meas- 
ure of relief. It had outlived its usefulness. 
Adopted originally to support a struggling 
industry, it was no longer a necessity to a 
trade which had developed so remarkably as 
to be well able to look after itself. The 
crisis through which sugar is passing at the 
present time Is but the outward sign of the 
great struggle for existence between Euro- 
pean beet and cane, in which the smallest 
producers, such as our West Indian colonies, 
are sure to be the first sufferers. Chance 
alone has deferred this trial of strength until 
to-day, as but for the Cuban rebellion in 1896 
and the American-Spanish war it would have 
been at its height ere now. These two events, 
however, had the effect of practically destroy- 



ing, for the time being, the producing ca- 
pacity of Cuba and the Philippines. 

Both the material Interests and the senti- 
ment of this country are bound up in our 
colonies and the part they are to play in this 
struggle. It must be confessed that they are 
but ill-equipped, and even yet not on level 
terms with their competitors. The Brussels 
convention still establishes a protective duty 
of 2s. 6d. per cwt. for Continental producers, 
whilst, in return. Great Britain has under- 
taken to grant no preferential treatment to 
colonial sugar. This concession, it Is said, 
was forced upon the British government to 
prevent the conference proving abortive, but 
it is certainly unfortunate that an industry, 
lying almost at our doors, should be thus 
favored as against West Indian sugar, which 
has to be imported from a great distance, at 
about three times the cost. In this connec- 
tion It should be noted that America grants 
a preferential tariff to her recent conquests, 
Porto Rico and the Philippines, and contem- 
plates extending the same privileges to Cuba. 
Moreover, under cover of the Continental 
import duty, it is still possible for the sugar 
ring to carry on operations in a modified 
form. It would cost a competitor about 6d. 
per cwt to bring sugar into a Continental 
market to sell at a profit in competition with 
the home product, so that the protective duty 
is really established at 3s. per cwt. If the 
expenses of the ring be estimated at Is. per 
cwt., there is left a margin of 28. per cwt 
profit to be extracted' from the home consum 
er. As, roughly speaking, Austria and Ger- 
many consume 1 cwt. of sugar to every 2 
cwt. exported. It would still be possible for 
the ring to pay the exporter a private allow- 
ance of 8d. per cwt without Infringing any 
of the provisions of the convention. On the 
other hand, the West Indies lose the prefer- 
ential treatment accorded them in America 
since 1897, in which year a countervailing 
duty on bounty-fed beet sugar was adopted 
by that country. To what extent this fa- 
vored our colonies is best exemplified by the 
fact that from Demarara alone last year Am- 
erica imported 71,000 tons out of a total crop 
of 95,000 tons. In other respects, too, the West 
Indies are at a disadvantage. In Europe 
everything that chemical science and engi- 
neering skill can suggest has been adopted 
to reduce the cost of production. By a care- 
ful process of selection, the best roots, yield- 
ing the highest percentage of saccharine, 
have been cultivated, whilst from the large 
profits of previous years, sums of money 
have been put aside until in some cases land 
and factory have become the property of the 
manufacturers. In addition, farmers find 
the roots play an Important part in the rota^ 
tlon of crops, and the pulp after treatment 
affords a valuable food for cattle. In the 
West Indies, however. In too many cases ob- 
solete methods and old-world Ideas have been 
clung to with invincible obstinacy. The 
large profits earned in the past have gone to 
fill the pockets of absentee owners, and under 
the stress of bad times estates have been 



mortgaged and eventually thrown into chan- 
cery. The public taste, too, has to a large 
extent been ignored, and undesirable quali- 
ties of sugar have been marketed. This has 
opened the door to a most obnoxious form of 
competition, the sale of white beet crystals 
mixed with coloring matter as pure West In- 
dian produce. To such an extent has this 
trade developed that it is calculated that 
nearly 600 tons a week of these imitations 
are consumed In this country. 

The Prince of Wales, in his stirring speech 
at the Guildhall on his return from his 
colonial tour, conjured the commercial com- 
munity to "Wake up!" To no section of 
that community could his words be more ap- 
propriately addressed than the West Indian. 
Despite the disadvantages indicated above, 
the situation has improved. A curb has been 
placed upon Che Continental protective sys- 
tem, and a feeling of security imparted to the 
future that has hitherto been lacking. Even 
If the sugar convention be not ratified, the 
West Indian Is practically assured of some 
assistance from the Mother Country. To 
turn this to the best account is the problem 
of the hour. There is no doubt that the es- 
tablishment of the central factory system has 
done much to further the interests of plant- 
ers in Cuba and Java, and there seems no 
valid reason why it should not be equally 
beneficial to the large producing centres of 
the West Indies. In fact. It is a question if 
government aid might not be well applied in 
this direction pending the convention com- 
ing into force. In Demerara, if tne labor 
could be obtained, land is available for a 
very much larger production, and the output 
of yellow crystals suitable for direct con- 
sumption in this country could be brought 
to a scale* considerably reducing the cost of 
production. It Is by such means that the 
West Indies must hold their own, as It is un- 
likely that any great rise in price will result 
from the bounty convention. That some re- 
covery from the prevailing depression will 
take place Is certain, because it is due very 
largely to merely temporary causes; but 
European countries will energetically set to 
work to still further reduce the cost of pro- 
duction, and it is in this direction also that 
the West Indies must look for their salva- 
tion. 



Personal. 



Mr. O. Richard, of Sunshine, La., was at 
the Commercial hotel on Sunday. Mr. 
Richard is a highly esteemed citizen of that 
part of the state. 

Mr. P. J. Casey, of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
who enjoys a wide acquaintance among our 
sugar planters, was a guest of the St. 
Charles hotel during the early part of the 
week. 

Mr. C. M. Flower, of Alexandria. La., was 
a Monday guest of the St. Charles hotel. 
Mr. Flower has been identified with the su- 
gar planting community for very many yean 
and is one of the leading men In that sec 
tlon of the state. 
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At four ports in the United States to Apr. 23. 
At four ports of Great Britain to Apr. 19.... 
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Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 

May. 9, 190a. 

Sugar 

Hhds. Barrels. 

Reoeired — 4,b95 . 



Sold. 



6,194 



Molasses 

Barrels 
2,519 
2,519 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to May. 9, 190a. 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels. 

Reoeired 3312 1,705,184 296,601 

Sold 3312 1,646.103 296,601 

Receiyed same time last year 6488 1,313,279 169,966 
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Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Japan— Quiet. 
Honduras— Quiet. 



Japan — Lisht 

offerings 



Honduras— Quiet 



Receiyed. 
Sold 



sales at New Orleans for tbe week ending 
May. 9. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clbait. 

3,252 13,663 

-- 4,921 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aag. 1, 
compared with last year, i 



1901 to nay. 9. 190a. 
time. 
Sacks Rouob. Pcts. Clb>m 

This Year 1,040,784 305,157 

Last Year 830,522 217,727 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was a little more 
active at the end of the week, offering from 
store being better. Receipts from the plan- 
tations continued moderat Th market was 
strong at unchanged prices. 



Molasses. 

The molasses market was dull at the end 
of the week and very little business was re- 
ported. 



Rice. 

The rice market both rough and clean was 
dull at the end of the week. There were no 
sales reported although the demand was fair- 
ly good. Practically nothing came on the 
market. 



Louisiana Rice. 

There is, perhaps, no agricultural product 
in the world to-day the possibilities of which 
are attracting so much attention among in- 
vestors as the rice industry of Louisiana and 
Texas. In a recisnt edition of the St. Louis 
Olohe-Democrat our attention was arrested 
by some splendid illustrations in color work 
and an interesting write-up of the industry 
in this state from the facile pen of Mr. 
Henry M. Mayo, the talented head of the lit- 
erary bureau of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road Company. The illustrations and write- 
up covered a full page in the Globe-Demo- 
crat and came appropriately under the head 
of "Phases of Agriculture in the Louisiana 
Purchase." 

St Louis is preparing for the big show 
which is to take place in that city next year 
to celebrate the centennial of the Louisiana 
Purchase, and these attractive illustrations 
are sent far and near to advertise the in- 
dustry of this section and to attract tp.e at- 
tention of the world to the notable event 
which will take place at St. Louis in 1903. 
The illustrations are quite natural, showing 
life-scenes which can be witnessed almost 
every day in southwestern Louisiana, while 
the write-up is in Mr. Mayo*s happiest style, 
and presents a mass of very important in- 
formation in a most entertaining and read- 
al}le guise. It is a significant fact that the 
Southern Pacific Railroad has gone to work 



in earnest to develop this promising sec- 
tion of the Southwest, and the progress 
made shows the character of work done in 
the direction of filling it up with settlers. 
According to Mr. Mayo, the Southern Pacific 
has spent $100,000 in advertising the ad- 
vantages of that section, and but a few 
days ago Mr. Morse stated in an interview 
in the States that his road intended to put 
from 600 to 1,000 agents in the field through- 
out the North and East for the purpose of 
booming southwestern Louisiana and Texas. 

The total production of rice in the United 
States, according to Mr. Mayo, is about 300,- 
000,000 pounds, the increase last year being 
65,000,000 pounds over 1900, while the in- 
crease of 1900 over 1899 was 9.000,000 
pounds.. The rice district of the Southwest 
is limited, according to the same authority 
to possibly 4,000,000 acres, and |5,000,000 is 
invested in irrigating canals on which a net 
profit of 30 per cent is realized annually. In 
addition to the canals, which have proven to 
be so profitable a line of investment, much 
attention is being paid to deep wells, and 
Mr. Mayo estimates that 50,000 acres will be 
irrigated this year by the deep well system. 
Facts such as these are being preached daily 
through the newspapers of the United States 
and the result is that a movement has start- 
ed in the direction of the rice belt of Lou- 
isiana and Texas which calls to mind forci- 
bly the boom period of the great West, and 
that section is rapidly becoming the richest 
agricultural section in the United States. 

Colonel Morse, of the Southern Pacific 
road, has been a power in the amazing de- 
velopment now going on in that section. He 
has worked indefatigably to bring about the 
results now being realized, and the enthusi- 
asm of h)s nature and the convincing facts 
that he has been able to present have proven 
absolutely irresistible. The farmers located 
on the high-priced lands of the North and 
West, where six months of the year must 
be spent in arduously providing against 
starvation during the enforced inaction of 
the other six months, proceeded, cautious- 
ly at first, to investigate and make purchas- 
es in that favored section, and the more 
they investigated the more firmly did they 
become convinced that the "half had never 
been told." As a result, the West and North 
are now actually taking possession of the 
rice belt, and great fortunes are being made 
on lands that but a few years ago were con- 
sidered practically worthless. The rice in- 
dustry is the most talked-of industry in the 



world to-day, and the invested capital in the 
rice belt is perhaps growing more rapidiy 
than is the case in any other purely agricul- 
tural section in the world. — States, 



Souttiern Students Conference Y. M. 
C. A. June 14-33, 1902. Annual 
Conference of Y. W. C. A. June 
13-33, 1902. Aslieville, N. C. 

For the above occasions the Queen ft 
Crescent Route will sell round trip tickets 
from points east of the Mississippi river on 
June 13th and 14th, and from points west 
of the Mississippi river on June 12th and 
13th, with final limit June 25th, 1902. This 
offers to the public an excellent opportunity 
to visit Asheville at a low cost 



Virg^inia flountain and Seasliore Re- 
sorts. 

The principal summer resorts in the moun* 
fains of Southwest Virginia are located im- 
mediately on or are near the line of the Nor- 
folk & Western Railway, and are famous for 
their mineral waters, grand climate and mag- 
nificent scenery. The seashore resorts are 
best reached by the Norfolk & Western Rail- 
way. Go to Old Point Comfort, Virginia 
Beach, Ocean View, Norfolk, Mountain Lake, 
New. River, White Sulphur, Yellow Sulphur, 
Montgomery White Sulphur, Roanoke Red 
Sulphur, Blue Ridge, Coyners. The famous 
Lithia Springs of Farmville, Wytheville, and 
many others. 

For all information as to route, summer 
excursion rates, guide books, schedules, etc., 
apply to D. C. Boykin, passenger agent, 
Knoxville, Tenn., Warren L. Rohr, western 
passenger agent, Chattanooga, Tenn., or W. 
B. Bevill, general passenger agent, Roanoke, 
Va. 



Personal. 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux, of Iberville parish, 
one of the most successful planters in that 
portion of the sugar district, was in the city 
on Thursday and attended the regular month- 
ly meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association held last Thursday evening. 

Major Martin Glynn, of Arbroth, La., was 
in the city during the latter part of the 
week. Major Glynn has fine prospects for 
a good crop this year and he has a high 
reputation as a skillful cultivator of sugar 
cane. 
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WANTS. 



We will puMlsh in this colaan, free of charge antll 
farther notice, the uppiUmOons of ell aanegert. over- 
•eers, engineert end enger-mekert, end othere-^ho 
■My be seeking posltlone In the country, end else the 
went* of planters deelring to employ any of these. 

WANRED — A. blacksmith experienced In laying 
plows, repairing cultiyatore and general plantation 
work. Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Orleans, La. 6-7-02 

WANTED— Position by a vonng man on sugar plan- 
tation as book keeper or time keeper. Can famish 
best of references. Address "H." 1607 Ursnllnes Aye 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— Sltnation by a flrst-olass supar house en- 

f;ineer and maohihist . Have had charge of seme of the 
argest places in the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $3.60 per day, plantation hoars, and guar^tee 
satisfaction. Can famish gilt edge references. Ad- 
dress Chief Engineer, 024 Amelia St., New Orleans, 

La. 5-5-02 

. • 

WANTED— A pcsUlon bv a first-class blacksmith, 
liorseshoer. Married. Address Herman Dietrich, 
Sellers, P. O. La. 

WANTED— B7 flrst-class sogar boiler, a crop for 
coming season haye boiled in large refineries, can f Or- 
nish best of references. Address L. Perrbt. Edgard 
P. O.La. 

WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. Mansut, 088 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED -Position Xfy experienced track man, qaall- 
fled in ditching, leyee boUding and general oonstmc- 
tlon work. Address P. J Spaffard, Box 84, Whlte- 
oastle. La. 4-2802. 

WANTED Por Porto Rico, two flrst-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, natlonalitr> salaiy, refer«nceB 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding honse, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 610 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank bulHlng, New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman* 80 years old; 6 years* experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence immediately. Address 0. M., care Ohas. 
Huebneb, 304 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24^2 

WANTED — ^A position by a flrst-class electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the beat 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
goyemment Address F. Sintes, Care Louisiana 
planter, 339 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — Analytical chemist, Ph.D., 29 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
Important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes In this 
line, desires position in the United States. Best 
references. Address Posen, Care this paper. 
4^1-02 

WANTED — A position, for the coming season, 
as sugar boiler, oy a capable, sober, inaustrious 
man with good reference. Address Sugar BoiiiBR. 
Comer Toledano and Howard Sts., New Orleans, 
La. , 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position as yncuum pan sugikr' boiler 
• for coming crop. Best of references from last 
employer. Address Henrt Strbckwood. 2011 
Carondelet Walk, New Orleans. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 

Eerienced in all kinds of sugar machinery!^ who 
as seryed in Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. Is 
ooen for engagement now. Address Ernest Von 
RUNOB, 3 24 Rlyer St, Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, daring the season, and who is a thoroogly 
practical mechsnio to oyerhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery baltnce of year. Address Hard worker, care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Ayoca plantation 
near Morgsn City, La., Wages $1.60, per day. No 
board. Address J.N. Pharr, Berwick, La. 

WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
office or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best references. Address B. M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A man of 45, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences famished ir reoulred. Addr'>sfl J^o. E. Cald- 
well, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 



WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ANA Planter. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced yacuum 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references. 
Address J. D., BOX 43, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED — A position to do repairs and take 
oft crop, by a first class engineer. Address, W. C. 
B., 537 Henry Clay Aye., New Orleans. 4-14-02 

WANTED — By an experienced locomottye engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish toe 
very best of references. Address B. P. O., care 
Louisiana Planter.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultiyator and up-to-date sugar house man : 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith^ 729 Customhouse 
street, New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 



WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young men. 
aged 25. would locate South. Haye been trained 
thoroughly in an iron manufacturing business in 
nil its yarions departments; capable of offlce man- 
agement ; familiar with modern manufacturing 
methods and system and at present connected 
with a large New York engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
relinbillty, furnished. Address "Advancement/' 
rare PTJ^XTBR■ 4-.'S-02 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years* experi- 
ence in sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 

4-5-02 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer er 
timekeeper on susar plantation, by a sober. Indus- 
trious and reliable young man ; seven years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
care of The Chief, Donaldsonville, La. 

4-10-02 

WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or te take charge of an Irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 
Donaldsonville, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED— A oompetent sugar boiler wants position 
for comln? Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4 8-02 

WANTED— A theoretical aid p\rtical sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f r Immediate «»n- 
gagement In either of above cipioitles or as superin- 
tendent of Urge faotory either in Loulsiani, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical exoerienoe in 
up-to-date 8 agar plants and can foralsh best of re- 
fer«»noe. Aidr^ss Suoab Mill, No. 1163 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED— \ flrst-class expsrlenoed sugar house 
engineer. Mast be siber, industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the meoHanlcal department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtbr, Sap't. C. S. Co., 
Fremont. Ohio. 8-28^. 

WANTED— An open kettle sogar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
flrst-olass. Ltrge crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
MoLLASSiS Co. Loyd La. 8-27-92 

WANTED— A flrst-class head sugar boUer; also a 
flrst-class head darifler man, for the coning season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

8-80-02. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take oCC 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfsccion guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jauios Ph, 
La. OraddressP. O. BoxQ G G. PlanohevlUe, Av- 
oyelles Ph, La. 8-19 02. 

WANTED — A position as en^neer or steam- 
fitter. Address Bert Beebe, Le Boy, N. Y. 

3-17-02 

- 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist^ 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 28, care this ofllce. 

WANTED — A position as chief engineer 4ind 
machinist to do repairs and take oflF crep, e^her In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B.. 
136 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 8-18-0] 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler, or as su- 
perintendent of a sugar house, in Cuba or Mexlce. 
by a man of 20 years' experience, and who has 
been for the past 12 years on one of the best es- 
tates in Louisiana. Highest references furnished. 
Address A. Spub8« care Louisiana Planter. 

8-15-02 



WANTED— By an experienced sugar boiler a crop 
for the season 1902. Can famish the best; of references 
from Louisiana and Mexloo. Address Geo. H. Doug- 
lass, Box 31, Covington, La. 8-11-02 

WANTED— By a oompetent woman, a boarding house 
on sagar plantation for the fall and winter of 1003. 
Have experenoe and can f arnlsh all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. ^ 

WANTED— A sltaatlon as coper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, L«. 8-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion maohinest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N.Y. *^ 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenence. 
Can fill any position from business mantger down. 
Best of references and bond if reqoired. Address R. 
D. T. Sberwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Qox 2», 
Donaldsonville. r>a. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as flrst-class sugar maker 
in Cuba. Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Bosdreaoz, 
Lafourche Crossing. La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man. with 
good references. L. A. Thomas, 1109 Cadis St., 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — ^An American, 27. experienced In the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a first-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position In plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mechanic, care of 
this office. 

WANTED— A sltaatlon as store clerk in general mer- 
ohanilse store, h%s had over 18 years' experieece, can 
famish reference from last employer. Will aooept 
osltlon etcher in city or country, or wlU aooept a 
position \9 night watohmah. J. J. Murpht, 145 Union 
street, Eist B itoa Rouge, La. 2-14-OS 

POSmON-As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, hor8<%6hoer, by unmarried man with first, 
class references. Alfrsd Qan£L, care of the Chlet- 
Donaldsonville, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ash ton plantation. For particulars ap- 
ply to £. Lbgbndre, 1010 Hennen Building, New 



g 



Tleans. 



WAMTED—.i position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rioe plantation. Address Thro- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnvllle, La. 2-6-08 

WANTED— Position on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Onba 
or Mexloo. Best references. Prefer position In Loois- 
lana. Address W.S..oare Louisiana Planter. 8-5-OS 

WANTED -Position as superintendent, assistant or 
ohemlst, by experienced French engineer, graduate of 
the highest tecmnloal sohool in Paris; was many yean 
superintendent of a large faotory in Europe. Expe- 
rienoed in manutaoturing sugar and extracting susar 
and aloohol from molasses, and familiar with all me- 
ohanloal, chemloal and agrioultural details. Address 
R. C, care Louisiana Planter. 1-24-02 

WANTED— A yoang man, 26 yeart of age, desires 
position as time- keeper, assistant . bookkeeper, or 
some olerioal position on plantation or In ooantrF 
store. Can furnish Al references as to honesty, abil- 
ity and experience. Address J. K., 8007 Carondelet 
street. New Orleans. 



WANTED — A clerical position on sogar plan- 
tation in Cuba or Menco; have had several 
years' experience and can furnish ungnestloii- 
able references. Address box 66, l>onal<»onvtlle. 
La. , 1-6-08 

WANTED— A position in Mexico, Cuba or any 
ether place where steady employment can be 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist and 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Allen, care of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thlbodanx, La. 1-6-02 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Win make all oart bodies If necessary. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 



A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 



WANTED— A thoroughly reliable and oomptent man 
;o superintend the canning of syrups and molasses. 
Must understand the business in all Its details. RefeT^ 
enoes required. Address Canning, oare of The Lools- 
naia Planter. 1-12-(B. 
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McCall Brothbbs^ 
McCaix ft Leobnpbs, 
Lbon Godchaux, 
Jambs Tbllbk» 
B. Lbmann ft Bbo., 
Leomcb Soniat^ 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Bbickbll^ 
W. C. Stubbs, 
■John Dtmond, 
Daniel Thompson^ 
Foos ft Babnbtt^ 
H. C. Wabmotb, 
Lucius Fobsttb^ Jb., 
Bdwabd J. Gat, 
Bbattuck ft Hoffman, 
Bmilb Bobt, 
Thomas D. Millbb, 
Schmidt ft Ziboubb^ 
T. G. McLauby, 
L. S. Clabk, 
J. B. Lbybbt, 
Simpson Hobnob, 
W. B. Bloomfibu), 

W. W. SUTCLIFFB, 
JOBV 8. MOOBB, 
JAMMC. MUBPHT, 
J0«. Wl 



R. Bbltban, 

LUCIBN SONIAT, 

D. R. Caldeb, 
L. A. Bllis, 
Hebo ft Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 
J. T. Moobb, Jb., 
Edwabds ft Haubtman, 
John A. Mobbis, 

B. H. Cunningham^ 
R. Vitbbbo, 

H. C. Minob, 

C. BfL SoBiA, 
J. L. Habbis, 

J. H. MUBPHT, 

Andbew Pbicb, 
B. ft J. KocK, 
Wm. Gabio, 
AOOLPH Mbtbb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bbadish Johnson, 
Geobge p. ANDnerov# 
a. l. monnot, 
Richabd Millucbn, 

W. P. MiLBS, 

Lhin a. Bbcneu 
J. N. Phabb, 
JuLis J. Jacob. 



How to Produce Sweet Sui^ar Cane. 

The discussion had last week by the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, of 
which we give a full stenographic report 
in this issue, shows how difficu)t is the 
problem of increasing the sweetness or 
saccharine content of sugar cane, and es- 
pecially here in Louisiana where our 
cane growing season is about as short as 
anywhere, where sugar cane is success- 
fully grown. 

Our stenographic report, giving as it 
cicos the experience of quite a number 
of our experienced olanters as well as of 
Prof. Blouin of the Sugar Experiment 
Station, is worthy of the careful study of 
sugar planters everywhere. While cur 
conditions differ from those of tfie tropics 
still they have the same problem to solve 
and many of our experiments will be of 
value to them. 



The Destructien of St. Pierre, Mar- 
tinique. 

While our exchanges from Martinique 
lay upon our table unopened, news came 
of the instantaneous destruction of its 
capital town, St. Pierre. This disaster, un- 
paralelled in the limits of authentic his- 
tory, has especial interest to us, as Mar- 
tinique has, for more than a century, 
been a leading sugar producing French 
colony. 

Ln Martinique and Guadaloupe the 
central factory idea was first applied to 
the production of cane sugar, having 
been copied from the plans adopted in 
France to develop the beet sugar indus- 
try. The sugars of Martinique and 
Guadaloupe have gone chiefly to France 
and have never appeared to any extent 
in the markets of the United States, still 
the total production of the two islands is 
about 150,000 long tons per annum. The 
destruction of St. Pierre seems thus far 
not to have had any generally disastrous 
effect on the rest of the island, but of this 
we can have no definite knowledge until 
further details are received. 



Cuba and the United States. 

Mr. George Martineau, an English re- 
finer, whose statements are regarded as 
authoritative throughout the sugar world, 
and whose opinions carry almost as much 
weight as those of that standard Eng- 
lish authority, Sir Nevile Lubbock, has 
written a little pamphlet entitled "Cuba 



and the United States; Ought Cuban 
Sugar to be Admitted at a Reduced 
Duty ?" This is an extremely able publi- 
cation, and emanating as it does from so 
high an authority it is a valuable docu- 
ment to our domestic beet and cane sugar 
interests just at this time. Mr. Martineau 
handles his subject, as he states in his 
pamphlet, from a purely economic point 
of view, and we publish it in full else- 
where in this issue of the Planter. The 
American Cane Growers* Association, of 
which this journal is the official* organ, 
has distributed, through their representa- 
tives in Washington, Mr. D. D. Colcock 
and Col. James D. Hill, a large number 
of these pamphlets among Senators, Rep- 
resentatives and others, and our readers 
will be interested in it and should give it 
a careful and complete perusal. 



The Cane Crop. 



Our reports from the country this week 
indicate an abundant rainfall through- 
out the sugar district which has been 
very favorable for the requirements of 
the crop and will prove beneficial in pro- 
moting the growth of the young canes. 
As the fields were in a high state of cul- 
tivation they were in proper condition to 
receive this rainfall and to secure from 
it the greatest amount of benefit. The 
cane looks well all over the sugar section, 
but it is a little small, considering the 
date now reached. With showers and 
liot weather we believe that this will be 
readily retrieved. The general outlook 
may be pronounced favorable and en- 
couraging. 



Prom New Orleans to Baton Rou^^e. 

The cane crop along the line of the 
Mississippi Valley Railway between New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge, while not as 
fine as in some years, is certainly equal 
to and perhaps somewhat better than the 
average crop. The stand of cane seems 
generally good and of fair height and of 
good color. The drought of several 
weeks duration seems now to be broken 
and should we have the usual rainfall 
from now on, throughout the season, we 
think an excellent crop will be realized. 

A conspicuous feature of the territory 
traversed above is the increased acreage 
planted in rice. While rice is an excel- 
lent crop we regret to see the cane fields 
plowed out and planted to this cn>p. 



Digitized by 



Google 



3H 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 20. 



Sugar cane is the one crop that utilizes 
more of the advantages of our fertile 
alluvial lands, and of our semi-tropical 
climate with its ample supply of sunshine 
and showers. 

The threatening attitude of Congress 
in regard to proposed sugar legislation 
has now a retarding effect on further im- 
provements in our sugar houses, and is 
actually reducing our cane acreage as is 
shown in the new rice fields referred to 
above. 



Sorghum for Mule Feed. 

Terrebonne Parish, April 25, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Please inform me through your next is- 
sue if sorghum can be fed to mules and 
horses at any stage of growth, say from one 
foot high to the time of maturity, without 
Injuring the health of said stock. 

Hoping to see the answer of my question 
in your next issue, and "thanking you in ad- 
vance for the kind information, I am 

SUBSCBIBEB. 

* 
Reply to Terrebonne Subscriber: 

Sorghum, either the first, second or 
third growth, can be fed to mules and 
horses at any stage from one foot high 
to the time of maturity, without injury 
to the health of the stock, and if balanced 
by some nitrogenous food, with decided 
benefit to the stock. It is presumed that 
the inquiry means when the sorghum is 
"soiled." There have been occasions 
when sorghum, particularly the second 
growth, eaten while young in the field, 
has killed cattle. This has not been satis- 
factorily accounted for; but it is now 
said that the quick and rapid results are 
not poisonous, but rather a choking pro- 
cess which occurs by the animal rapidly 
taking in the leaves of the plant with 
their serrated sides which prevents them 
going down the gullet where they get 
lodged, and produce choking. We say this 
is the latest theory to account for it, and 
is decidedly the most plausible one we 
have had. But this will never occur 
when sorghum is soiled. The three ex- 
periment stations of this state have been 
feeding sorghum to all kinds of stock, at 
all stages of growth, for the last ten 
years without any deleterious results. — 
Editor Louisiana Planter. 



The Grand Prix Received by theLou- 
Islana Su|^ar Planters' Association. 

As is well known The Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association made a splendid 
exhibit of the sugar products of Louis- 
iana at the Paris Exposition Universelle 
that was held in 1900. The Association 
was promptly notified that the Grand 
Prix had been awarded to it for its ex- 
hibit and now the Diploma and Bronze 
Medal have arrived, and are in the care of 
the Secretary for inspection by the mem- 
bers and all interested. 

The diploma now received by the Su- 
gar Planters' Association is known as 



tl Cirand Prix or Grand Prize — and is 
the highest award bestowed on any of the 
exhibitors at the Exposition. The bronze 
medal received with the diploma is com- 
memorative of the diploma and places the 
award of merit m a more permanent 
shape. 

In connection with this statement we 
feel impelled to say that a large part of 
the excellence, comprehensiveness and 
beauty of the Louisiana Exhibit at Paris 
was due to the untiring industry of Mr. 
Reginald Dykers, the able and efiicient 
secretary of the Association. Mr. Dykers 
took up the work of preparing the Louis- 
iana exhibit with his accustomed zeal and 
skill and the final results are seen in the 
award to our Association of the highest 
prize, and of this we all feel proud. 



LOCAL LBTTBRS. 



I^ewer Coast. 

( SPECIAL COBRESPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

On the 13th inst. a railroad trip through 
the sugar region from the bluff plateaus of 
East Baton Rouge, on the left bank of the 
Mississippi river, down to New Orleans, 
showed to the writer of this letter that our 
Louisiana sugar crop in the region desig- 
nated was very backward. 

After three months absence this same trip 
has been taken by your Lower Coast corre- 
spondent, consecutively, from the middle of 
May to the first of June for four years. In 
1899, after the memorable freeze of Feb. 12 
and 13, the cane crop in the district described 
was more backward in the last of the spring 
months than it is at this writing; but in 
no other year has it been so conspicuous for 
being behindhand in size. 

The stand of plant cane everywhere in the 
parishes observed — East Baton Rouge, Iber- 
ville, Ascension, St. James, St. John, Bt. 
Charles and Jefferson, seems to be all right 
and extra fine. The work of cultivation con- 
ducted thereon by the splendid corps of 
"Upper Coast" managers is universally like 
that applied to choice garden esculents. But 
the plant cane has not responded to agricul- 
tural genius and industry. It is more than 
a fortnight behind the season in point of 
size as an average; and after the unusually 
cold February, March and April, it will re- 
quire a very hot summer and autumn to 
make it hump itself enough in growth and 
maturity to make an average crop. 

There is not much to be written in com- 
mendam about the Upper Coast stubble cane. 
As the Scripture says, "the Lord tempers 
the wind to the shorn lamb," but the Di- 
vinity does not perform the same service for 
the shaved stubble. Another interesting sub- 
ject for discussion in the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association's monthly meetings 
might be "Does it pay to shave stubble in 
January, February and March, and dig it to 
death in April?" This subject might be beau- 
tifully handled by the leading lights in the 
sugar industry. 

Coming down to the climate-blessed 
Lower Coast — one finds the cane crop, as 
usual, about even with the season. Kearney's 
baronial estates, clustered around the old 
home plantation Belle Chasse, make the usu- 
al showing of late promise and early redemp- 
tion observable in the most sandy lands of 
this immediate section. Warmoth's Conces- 
sion is "up-to-date" and blooming like the 
"green bay tree" of scriptures. Live Oak 
Grove, another oasis of sand In a desert of 



silicate of alumina, looks good for another 
5,000-ton crop in a 200-acre grinding acreage. 

The cane for two or three thousand acres 
around Myrtle orove Central, plant and 
stubble, is about as regular in stand, 
size and general health as if it never had 
heard of an Arctic winter and a sadly belated 
spring in this section. The M. G. Central 
is sitting down quietly and comfortably 
awaiting the installation of its petroleum 
plant next month, and not caring particu- 
larly to extend its capacity of turning out 
very nearly 200,000 pounds of sugar per day. 

Magnolia, surrounded by a promising tri- 
butary sea of 50,000 tons of cane, well up to 
any season is, on paper, installing an 800- 
ton per diem paper plant in connection with 
its diffusion apparatus. 

Next year we may read in our Louisiana 
Planter the Kenilworth news on Kenilworth 
paper and Magnolia news on Magnolia paper. 

In the meantime your Lower Coast corre- 
spondent would rise to remark that if he 
had such material to write upon he might 
feel inspired to write a really interesting 
letter from this particular region. 



Calcasieu. 



(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The many heavy rains of the past week 
have been worth thousands and thousands of 
dollars to the rice farmers. While it is not 
all we need, yet it is enough to allay the im- 
mediate fears. The ground had begun to be 
very dry and the young rice was stunted. 
Those farmers who were fortunate enough to 
have their pumping plants ready had begun 
to pump, but there were a great majority 
that were making improvements and were 
in no condition to pump. To them the rains 
were especially beneficial. It is true, how- 
ever, that the rains have not been very gen- 
eral. The farmers to the north and to tJie 
south of Jennings report very little or no 
rain, but the drouth has been broken and 
more rainfall is certain to follow. 

There is great apprehension on the part 
of the canal men and individual farmers who 
pump from the bayous. The heavy drain 
on these streams last summer caused the 
salt water to come upstream a considerable 
distance. The rains during the winter 
months have not been heavy enough to clear 
the streams »f the salt, water. The result 
will be much rice ruined unless much more 
rain falls in the next few weeks. 

Nearly every one of the plantations are 
through seeding; Many of them have hun- 
dreds of acres fiooded. The excellent weath- 
er permitted of early seeding and had we 
had sufficient rains the rice crop would have 
been much farther advanced than it is now, 
even though it is now many weeks ahead of 
last year. 

The most noticeable advancement in rice 
culture around Jennings is the many private 
pumping plants that are being built Last 
year a great many of the canals and irrigat- 
ing companies were unable to supply enough 
water to the farmers. It was a dear lesson 
and as a consequence dozens of independent 
plants are being built. 

The new rice mill at Roanoke has been 
started and will be completed and in good 
running order by the time the crop begins 
to come in. This mill fills a long-felt want 
Many of the farmers around Roanoke have 
heretofore had to haul their rice a long dis- 
tance to a mill. 

The new rice mill h^re at Jennings is pro- 
gressing nicely. When completed it will be 
of 1,200 barrel capacity and will be modem 
in every respect. 

On the whole the rice prospect is bright 

J. O. 8. 
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Ascension. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPOKDBNCa) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Timely rains have visited this section and 
Btill further improved the encouraging out- 
look, hence the feeling prevalent in planting 
circles is generally hopeful. The growing 
improhability of the passage of any reci- 
procity measure or the enactment of other 
legislation inimical to the domestic sugar 
interest at the pending session of Congress 
tends to heighten confidence and to counter- 
act to a considerable extent the gloomy pre- 
dictions of the ];>essimists that the sugar in- 
dustry in Louisiana is doomed to early and 
inevitable extinction. 

Congressman R. F. Broussard's visit to 
Cuba and his declaration, based upon actual 
investigation of the conditions existing in 
the island, that the Cuban industry does not 
need, and the Louisiana and Texas industry 
cannot stand, even a 20 per cent, reduction in 
the duties imposed upon imported cane pro- 
ducts, should ten to strengthen the cause of 
the home producers before Congress and 
give greater weight to the attitude and argu- 
ments of our active and eloquent young con- 
gressman in defense of the vital interests and 
welfare of his constituents. The united 
stand of the Louisiana delegation against the 
Cuban reciprocity proposition, involving 
upon their part a quasi separation from their 
party on this particular issue, is exceedingly 
creditable to their manhood and indei)end- 
ence, and is another evidence of the fact 
that the well-being of the entire state of 
Louisiana is involved in the result of this 
contest. 

Leon Levy, keeper of the store on Tucker 
& Sobrars Oak Alley plantation, St. James 
parish, sends a sample of the fine oats grow- 
ing on Oak Alley. Twenty-five acres are de- 
voted to this grain and twenty-five acres to 
alfalfa, and the feed is being given to the 
fifty-seven mules on the place mixed with 
third-sugar molasses. The animals thrive 
on it remarkably well, and their condition is 
not excelled by that of any other mules in 
the parish. 

Tlie clay bird shooting season was to have 
been formally opened Saturday, the 17th 
inst, with a tournament under the auspices 
of the Burnside Gun Club, but notification 
comes from Dr. W. P. Miles that on account 
of the critical illness of Mrs. S. J. Boote, wife 
of the president of the club, the shoot has 
been postponed. Much regret is felt among 
the members and prospective guests of the 
organization, and by the community at large, 
because of the reason necessitating this post- 
ponement, and the wish is general and sin- 
cere that the estimable sufferer may soon be 
restored to health. There are no members 
of the Burnside circle more highly esteemed 
than Mr. and Mrs. Boote, and everybody on 
"the property," from the inmates of the 
Houmas Mansion down to the humblest la- 
borer in the cane fields, feels a solicitous in- 
terest in the condition of Mrs. Boote and 
hopes for her speedy recovery. 

The annual meeting, election and dinner of 



the Ascension Club on Wednesday, the 7th 
inst., proved fully as successful and agree- 
able a£ anticipated, and the effect of the 
function has been to raise the organization 
still higher in the estimation of its mem- 
bership and the local public. The meeting 
was called to order about 6 o'clock p. m., and 
the routine business, including reading of 
the minutes, report of the executive com- 
mittee, etc., was promptly disposed of. The 
membership committee reported the addition 
of three desirable names to the growing roll 
of associate members — Dr. Jos. V. St. Mar- 
tin, Jos. Gisclard and L. J. Brun. The execu- 
tive committee's report showed the affairs of 
the club, financial and otherwise, to be in a 
highly satisfactory condition, with a pros- 
pect that the revenue of the coming year will 
be ample to meet current expenses and allow 
a margin for contemplated "internal improve- 
ments" that will render the rooms and equip- 
ment still* more attractive and convenient. 

On motion of Mayor C. Kline, the club 
unanimously re-el^cted Hon. Henry McCall 
as president, and Mr. McCall acknowledged 
tbe compliment in his usual happy manner. 
The remaining officers were then re-elected 
by an "omnibus motion," as follows: Dr. W. 
M. McGalliari, vice-president; L. E. Bentley, 
secretary; F. B. Lemann, treasurer; Jacob 
Lebermuth, James P. Kock, Walter L Barton, 
B. N. Pugh and J. A. Lanier, directors. Pres- 
ident McCall appointed the .following stand- 
ing committees: Membership committee: R. 
McCall, E. H. Barton, Adolphe Netter, E. N. 
Pugh and D. D. Dalferes. House Committee: 
Dr. John D. Hanson, C. Kline and Dr. T. H. 
Hanson. 

Shortly before 8 o'clock ainner was an- 
nounced and fifty-one members of the club 
gathered at the long table, extending through 
the reading, smoking and billiard rooms, to 
enjoy an excellent menu prepared and served 
under the direction of Mine Host u red. Rogge 
of the NichoUs Hotel, whose skill in such 
matters is well known. The rooms and table 
were beautifully decorated; Electrician C. 
Culberson had provided extra lights that 
contributed to the brightness' and brilliance 
of the attractive scene, and the spirits of the 
participants were in keeping with the in- 
spiring and pleasant character of their sur- 
roundings. B^om the conclusion of itev. U. 
B. Bowden's invocation for Divine grace un- 
til the last guest had departed, four hours 
later, good humor and good cheer were the 
order of the night and Joy was unconfined. 

Of course such a function would not have 
been complete without speechmaking to ac- 
company the Roederer and Havanas and this 
feature was a fitting climax of the notauie 
banquet with which the anniversary of the 
Ascension Club was commemorated on this 
auspicious occasion. The sentiments pro- 
posed and the member* who responded in- 
cluded the following: 

"Our President," Hon. Henry McCall., 

"Our Vice-President," Dr. W. M. McGal- 
liard. 

"The Press," L. B. Bentley. 



"Finances," F. B. Lemann. 

"Our Associate Members," Rev. U. B. Bow- 
den. 

"The Law and the Judiciary," B. N. Pugh. 

"Our Municipal Government," C. Kline, 
mayor of Donaldson vi He. 

"When Reuben Comes to Town," R. M. 
Byrne. 

"Young Members of the Bar," Walter Le- 
mann. 

"Industrial and Professional Pursuits," 
Paul J. Brand. 

"President of the United States," Hon. 
Henry McCall. 

"The Ladies," Henry L. 'Weil. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been favorable this week 
and the anxiously looked for rain has fallen 
throughout the parish in time to avert a 
drought which would have been disastrous 
As it is we have seldom had better pros- 
pects. Field work has been suspended, but 
this matters little, for the crop is in good 
shape and as clean as can be. A large part 
of the corn had been laid by, but many were 
afraid to plant pease fearing a drought and 
have been holding back. The rice men toa 
are delighted with the rain, which was a 
material help in their flooding operations. 
In the lower part of the parish the rainfall 
was very heavy, exceeding the capacity of 
the ditches and canals. 

The stand of cane on the Rebecca planta- 
tion of Messrs. A. Adler & Co., is reported 
to be the best they have had for many years. 

Mr. Orville Thibodeaux of Plaquemine re- 
ports a fine stand of rice on his Olivia plan- 
tation and as the ground is new and fresh 
a good yield will be expected. A good part 
of Mr. Thibodeaux place is in cane and if 
conditions change for the better in the su- 
gar outlook he will probably go back to this 
crop. 

A good crop of onions and potatoes has 
been grown this year in Iberville. There are 
no large places devoted to these, but in the 
aggregate there is a big acreage, and money 
can be realized much earlier than from any 
other crop. Small farmers do well not to 
depend too much on one product 

A trial was recently made by one of Pla- 
quemlne's boss-draymen of a horse food in 
which molasses was a prominent factor, but 
he was satisfied, and fed the remainder to 
his cow, with surprising results — the milk 
output was increased forty per cent. 

A big work will shortly be undertaken by 
the White Castle Lumber & Shingle Com« 
pany, Ltd., which will benefit a large body of 
land in the first ward, by affording it gooa 
drainage. Their primary object is to reach 
the timber, but when this will have been tak- 
en off the land will be available for farms. 
This company has been instrumental in the 
establishment of a hundred or more farmrs, 
making of a wilderness one of the richest 
and most prosperous sections of the state* 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i6 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 20. 



District Court opened in regular civil ses- 
sion this week, with Hon. Judge E. B. Tal- 
bot presiding. 

The suit of Bloch & Levy vs. V. & J. A. 
Berthelot for balance due on barrels which 
were refused on account of faulty construc- 
tion of barrels, was decided against the de- 
fendants who in turn were given judgment 
against Messrs R. L. Goyer & Co., for whom 
the barrels were bought. 

The corn house and stable on the Magno- 
lia plantation of Messrs. Ventress Bros. & 
L(Ocke was consumed by Are last week, to- 
gether with 200 sacks of pease and a lot of 
feed. The blow is a heavy one, and these 
energetic and progressive planters have the 
sympathy of all in Iberviixe. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPOMDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The long-looked-for rain has come at last, 
and while not as heavy as it should have 
been, it was thankfully receive^ as a boon of 
incalculable value. The dry weather, which 
prevailed so long, had grown to be rather a 
serious proposition. The growth of all veg- 
etation was seriously retarded, and in some 
places the canes had begun to show the ef- 
fects of the protracted drouth which, .how- 
over, did not last as long as that of 1901. 
The dust on the roads had been almost un- 
bearable and even in the fields the plowmen 
were followed by clouds of dust. 

Last Monday forenoon a light, misty rain 
began falling, and the hope was general that 
a heavy downpour was at hand, but in the 
afternoon the weather cleared up, the shower 
having only laid the dust. Tuesday morn- 
ing, however, the rain set in in a business- 
like way, continuing an hour or two. While 
as stated above, the precipitation was not 
heavy enough for all purposes, it was, in the 
language of an enthusiastic manager, "worth 
thousands of dollars." There is every indi- 
cation this (Wednesday) morning that more 
rain is at hand, which will still further ac- 
celerate the growth of the crops. 

Information from the cane fields continues 
to be of an encouraging nature. True, the 
dry weather of the i>ast few weeks has re- 
tarded the growth of vegetation, and field 
work generally is more or less backward, 
but despite these minor drawbacks the pros- 
pects just now are very good, although not 
80 flattering as those of last year at the cor- 
responding date. So far as cAn be learned^ 
there seems to be only one plantation in the 
parish where a fair stand of cane will not 
be obtained. On other plantations the stand 
is defective in spots, but it is believed that 
with favorable weather, and after the cane 
shall have begun to sucker, a good stand will 
be obtained all along the line. Bven now 
rumor has it that several plantations have 
pretty crops. The places mentioned are 
Australia, Antonio, Catherine and Smith- 
field. 

What the planters oall "real growing 
weather" has not yet set in. During the 



past three weeks the days have been warm, 
but not hot, while the nights are still cool. 
For instance, the thermometer this morning 
registers a temperature well down in the 
60's. With the mercury at such a low range, 
even at night, the cane cannot be expected 
to do its best in the way of rapid growth. 

The rice planters are more or less Jubi- 
lant. Their crops are coming out nicely, 
with every prospect of a splendid yield, and 
they are correspondingly happy. Most of 
the rice growers will begin weeding their 
crops this week. 

One of the largest planters in the parish, 
who has put in a big com crop, states that 
the cut worms have been playing havoc with 
his com during the past two weeks. 

Com and oats are higher than they have 
been for many years and the planters are 
complaining of tue increased cost of their 
feed bills. Plantation laborers also com- 
plain that the purchasing power of their 
wages has decreased because of the great 
rise in the price of meat. 

West Baton Rouge. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDENCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

This country has been blessed with a 
most magnificent rain for the past two 
days, and the crops are now in a fine grow- 
ing condition. All farm lands had been 
placed in first-class condition during the 
dry weather and were in fine shape, to re- 
recive the rain. The rice farmer who was 
just out of reach of a canal was delighted 
at the rain. There were many farmers who 
had planted rice expecting to get water 
from canals and the work had not progresssd 
sufficiently to supply them, and a large acre- 
age of rice was suCTering; now it can go 
over for two weeks without injury which 
will give the canal man time to complete 
his work. The general rice crop is very 
fine and prospects excellent; planting is 
about over and the stand is perfect. The 
cane crop is in excellent condition. There 
was not sufficient dry weather to affect it 
and all other conditions being favorable it 
made rapid advances. There was never a 
more favorable prospect for a full crop than 
we have now in the cane belt. The corn 
crop is very promising all through the corn 
producing section and the present rain will 
assure the maturity of the first planting. 
Cotton seems to be backward; there Is but 
little said about it and but few near Abbe- 
ville are planting any. Rice has so com- 
pletely taken the country by storm that 
nearly every other crop is more or less ne- 
glected. Vegetables are fine and they are 
also very plentiful. 

The pumping stations along the Vermilion 
river are all runifTng full tlm^ now, with 
the exception of one or two which will be in 
operation in a few days; these pumps are 
throwing thousands of gallons of water over 
the prairie daily and the supply seems to ' 
be endless. The salt water scare has dis- 



appeared almost entirely and the rice man 
is happy. Labor Is his only trouble just 
now and that Is quite a serious problem. It 
is most difficult to get labor now to meet 
the requirements on the farm, and the la- 
bor to be had is very high priced. Unless 
other than negro labor is used in this sec- 
tion of the country for harvesting the crop 
the farmer will be unable to save what he 
makes. 

Mr. Robert. S. Guerard and lady left for 
New Orleans on Sunday last for a few days 
stay. Mr. Guerard is vice president and 
manager bf the Rushmere Planting A Milling 
Company, Limited, operating ten miles west 
of Abbeville. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL C0RIUD8P0M0BKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Since my last letter this section has been 
visited by good heavy rains, which have 
been of incalculable benefit to the growing 
and unsprouted rice. The farmers all wear 
broad smiles since this happy occurrence. 

Fully 75 per cent of the rice crop through 
this immediate section is 'in the ground, and 
we might add that 50 per cent of that 
amount is up to a good stand. Many thou- 
sand acres are being watered. All indica- 
tions point to a wet summer and fall, and 
should these daily rains continue for 30 or 
40 days, the anticipated rice crop would be 
reduced fully 30 per cent. 

The L. & H. Canal Co. are extending their 
canal out east several miles, thereby increas- 
ing the acreage considerably. On Sunday, 
about three miles east of the city of Guey- 
dan, the L. A H. Canal broke and flooded 
several hundred acres of rice which will be 
damaged considerably if the water is not 
taken off at an early date. 

Since the completion of the S. P. railroad 
track to Abbeville, an enormous passenger 
traffic has sprung up over this line, and on 
this road from Gueydan to Abbeville can be 
seen one continuous rice farm, and we judge 
that the rice acreage has Increased fully 20 
per cent this year. 

Mr. H. L. Gueydan, who was at the head 
of an organization for the erection of a large 
mill at Gueydan, has decided not to erect 
same this year owing to the lateness of the 
season. 

So far this season we have noticed that 
the lowland rice is a little further advanced 
than that planted on the high landa We 
attribute this difference to the extreme dry- 
ness of the season, and as the low lands are 
of a more compact soil they hold the moist- 
ure much longer than the high lands. 

Many good and substantial residences and 
bams are being built throughout the coun- 
try. 

The citizens of Gueydan are overjoyed at 
the bright prospects of having at an early 
date the I. & G. N. railroad through this rich 
rice country. **X. P." 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOMDBNCS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 
The heavy rains which fell over this sec- 
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tion of the country on the 12th and 13th were 
greatly in excess of the wants of the planters 
who are at present very anxious to finish 
laying by corn, plant pease and harvest 
oats and alfalfa so as to be able to give 
their whole attention to their growing crops 
of cane and cotton. Should the weather 
continue to be showery during the remaining 
days of this week the cotton crops over this 
whole section of the country will surely suf- 
fer for want of attention. 

The warm and excessive rains which have 
fallen this week will cause the grass to grow 
at a rapid rate in the cotton drills, which will 
force the farmers to employ all the available 
labor to plow out grass, cut weeds and chop 
the cotton out to a stand. The com crops 
are reported from all parts of the parish 
to be growing well and promising finely, 
with every prospect of a heavy yield of com 
should the weather continue favorable dur- 
ing the months of June and July. In regard 
to cane all reports are encouraging. The 
stand is considered to be the best known for 
years and the cane raisers would now be 
glad to get about three weeks of dry weather 
in which to plow and cultivate their prom- 
ising crops. 

Dr. W. D. Haas of Bunkie called here yes- 
terday and informed the writer that he was 
very much pleased with the cane crop on his 
Oak Hall plantation. The docto^r said that 
the stand of plant cane was equal to the 
best witnessed for years, but stubble cane 
was a little backward. However he said 
that the stubble cane was now doing better 
under the influence of the warm rains and 
It would no doubt improve and yield a 
fair tonnage. Dr. Haas reported that the 
com and cotton crops on his Oak Hall plan- 
tation are well advanced, the only unfavor- 
able thing now being that he was having too 
much rain for the successful cultivation of 
the young cotton plants. 

Information received from Cotton Port, 
Evergreen, Leinster and other Important 
agricultural districts is all very highly en- 
couraging. Late reports from Barbreck state 
that heavy rains fell there this week which 
will delay field operations for a number of 
days. The planters in the neighborhood of 
Bunkie. Eola and Haasville are fully up with 
their neighbors in all their agricultural 
work. 

Mr. W. W. Wright of Bennettsville was 
here this week and stated among other mat- 
ters that the farmers and planters in his 
neighborhood were as a rule well advanced 
with field work. He said cane^ was very 
promising. 

The enterprising citizens of Bunkie have, 
so I learn, organized a stock company for 
the purpose of manufacturing brick. Ma- 
chinery will be installed for an output of 
40,000 briek per day. Fuel oil will be em- 
ployed for burning the brick and for steam- 
making purposes. 

I have been informed that the Oak Hall 
plantation will be in first class shape in time 



to take of this season's crop and very likely 
it will handle considerable of the cane grown 
in its vicinity. 

The indications to-day. the 14th. are for 
showery weather. The weather of May. 
1901. was excessively dry; no rain fell from 
April 27th to the 4th of June, while this year 
the month of May so far has if anything 
been too wet for obtaining the best results 
for the cultivation of cane, corn and cotton, 
particularly cotton. Erin. 



tlement and Rev. Father Palmer, under 
whose supervision the whole work was car- 
ried on. 

Dr. and Mrs. P. F. Choppin.of Home Place 
entertained Bishop Blenk of Porto Rico, and 
the Misses Points and Mrs. Randall Dugue 
of New Orleans during the past week. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Lapice. of Lauderdale 
plantation, have returned from New Orleans., 
much improved in health. 

St. James. 



5t. James^-Right Bank. 

( 8FEC lAL COBRBSPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

In exactly one week, two rains worth men- 
tioning, have visited our parish, with signs 
of a repetition of yesterday's precipitation 
again to-day (Wednesday). Should a rainy 
spell of weather set in just now, it would 
change the favorabie prospects of this year's 
crop, as it is yet too small to stand continu- 
ous moisture, which would interrupt cultiva- 
tion, which is so necessary. A perfect stand 
has been attained, and in every respect the 
crop can be termed superlatively good, hence 
the rest is left entirely to the cultivator, and 
the elements, to obtain further results. Yes- 
terday's rain stopped work which was press- 
ing, and very important, such as distributing 
fertilizers and planting cowpeas, which was 
in full blast. Grass will thrive better tham 
anything else under the influence of frequent 
moisture, requiring thereby a full share of 
attention, which could have been dispensed 
with, considering the amount of indispens- 
able work the crop needs and the scarcity of 
labor. Ditch banks are In serious need of 
being cleaned, but so far it has been impos- 
sible to approach them with even a small 
force, n spite of the difficulties which have 
to be overcome, in working this 3^ar's crop, 
more than half of the corn crop has been 
laid by, in splendid condition, insofar as the 
stand is concerned. Cane is perhaps a little 
too small, but so healthy looking its lack of 
height causes no alarm whatever, as that 
will come up to what it should be very 
shortly. 

For rice the present weather is to the 
"queen's taste," consequently- it simply 
sweljs and grows. 

The members of the Mississippi and La- 
fourche Levee Board are on one of their 
periodical tours of Inspection. A new levee 
will be built on Point Houmas, of Mrs. Web- 
ster, besides several others in our parish, 
and those adjoining. 

Several of our prominent men have gone 
to Baton Rouge to attend the present session 
of the legislature. 

Last Monday was a red letter day in the 
annals of the Vacherie settlement, as the 
beautiful new Catholic church recently com- 
pleted, was consecrated by Bishop Blenk of 
Porto Rico. The handsome edifice was in 
course of construction five years, and cost 
thirty thousand dollars; the entire amount 
was defrayed through the generosity and 
enterprise of the people of the Vacherie set- 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(8PECIAI< COBBBSPONDBMCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

My last communication had hardly reached 
the press when a most beneficial rain fell 
throughout the parish — which was welcomed 
by all, as it had become a necessity. Rain 
fell for the greater part of the day Wednes- 
day, and since then showers have fallen in 
this vicinity several times. Since yesterday 
actually bad weather has set in, and until 
late last night we were being showered upon. 
The good effects of this much-needed moist- 
ure were not tardy in showing up, every- 
thing has derived benefit from it; the crops 
are actually shooting up in growth, the corn 
crop has completely revived and promises 
redemption for last year's failing. Nearly 
all the planters were through with their work 
and awaited this good rain, before proceed- 
ing any further, thus this little delay causes 
no objection whatever. Grass is now showing 
itself rather stubborn and is growing very 
fast, thus keeping the hands quite busy. 

The rice planters are now all pumping 
along the river; the majority of them are 
using oil as fuel, and seem j*o far fully sat- 
isfied with the new process. The only draw- 
back is the strong smell of burning oil. 
which at the same time has the quality of 
destroying the mosquitoes, which are cer- 
tainly as disagreeable as the oil smell. The 
lice crops are all in fine condition and judg- 
ing from the many pumps along the river in 
our parish the conclusion is that there will 
be more rice produced this year than ever 
before, as the acreage has been greatly in- 
creased this year. From a recent trip made 
in the upper part of our parish your corre- 
spondent notes the crops on the different 
plantations as very fine; corn has improved 
and grown wonderfully, it being several feet 
above ground, and as for the canes seen 
along the road on Helvetia, Rapidan, Wilton 
and Uncle Sam plantations, they no doubt 
range among the finest in the state. 

The repairs at the court house are pro- 
gressing rapidly, all the carpenters' work 
being finished and the painting is also well 
advanced; the little porch in the front has 
been enlarged, proving quite a comfortable 
addition. Mr. E. J. Laiche (Clerk of Court) 
is having repairs made on his home, havliig 
it enlarged and repainted. 

Last Saturday death visited our section, 
grasping as its own Mr. Edgard A. Webre. 
of College Point, a well-known citizen of our 
parish. Mr. Webre was a first-class sugar- 
maker; he leaves a wife and several children 
with a host of friends to mourn his loss. 

Sunday afternoon, while returning from 
Donaldsonville, an excursion boat from Lut- 
cher crowded with excursionists from the 
coast, was struck by the Steamer City of St. 
Louis and nearly upset; happily, nearly all 
were saved and only one little boy had the 
misfortune of being drowned. 

Since writing appearances for another 
heavy shower are gathering, and there is 
no telling how much rain will fall before 
sundown at Convent. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

(special courespondbnce.) 

Berlin, April 26, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather of the week under review was 
not only settled and stable — a rare fact in 
April— but it grew also every day warmer 
so that at the close we are having a genuine 
spring temperature. Under the influence of 
this fine weather both field work and vegeta- 
tion achieved marked progress in almost all 
parts of the country, and the backwardness 
as against normal years which so far existed 
has been nearly recovered. Beet sowings 
are now well under way and provided the 
climatic conditions don't undergo a material 
change it may be safely supposed that in a 
fortnight or three weeks the bulk of the beet 
kernels will be confided to the soil. For a 
good coming up and a consequent full stand 
it is necessary that the warmth of the earth 
fihould increase and that warm and intermit- 
ting showers of rain should fall during the 
near future, the moisture of the soil being 
evaporated on the surface. Such are also the 
conditions of the crops in other beet growing 
parts of Europe, more especially In Austria, 
France (where in some sections the beets are 
coming up already in a satisfactory manner). 
In Belgium and Holland. Russia experi- 
enced of late very dry weather and it is pos- 
sible that on this account beet sowings are 
less vigorously pursued. As to the extension 
of the beet sowing area estimates were pub- 
lished last week, which denoted a reduction 
of about 6 per cent as against l^st year. It 
is evident, however, that this figure would 
not at all suffice to re-establish a healthier 
position of the article. On May 5th the sta- 
tistical union of the sugar manufacturers 
will hold an inquiry and from the returns 
then to be received it is hoped that a more 
favorable result will be ascertained. The 
society of the raw sugar manufacturers have 
at the last hour issued a circular letter to 
their members exhorting them to sow as lit- 
tle beet as possible and especially to refuse 
all supplementary offers of beets for this 
campaign made by the farmers. Even if the 
above named figure does not cover correctly 
the reduction it seems nevertheless that the 
latter is not in full harmony with the re- 
quirements of the deplorable condition of thu 
market, which may be the consequence of the 
large transactions during the first months of 
the campaign and later on of the sales to 
England, so that the overproduction only 
now begins to be felt in its appalling magni- 
tude. 

Tuesday next the bill concerning the Brus- 
sels convention will be submitted to the Ger- 
man Reichstag. The adoption of the rulings 
of the convention does not seem doubtful, 
although a fierce opposition will surely be 
made by certain parties. 

If the Brussels convention should fail to 
be sanctioned by the German or any other 
parliament, the present German sugar law 
^would remain in force, so that the govern- 



ment would be called upon to fix again a con- 
tingent for the campaign year 1903-1904. The 
law provides in this respect that the con- 
tingent for the whole country must be en- 
hanced by an amount double that by which 
the consumption of the preceding fiscal year 
has Increased. There has been during the 
last year no Increase of consumption, on the 
contrary the consumption of sugar in Ger- 
many has apparently decreased, on account 
of the trade buying prior to the establish- 
ment of the Kartel much beyond their actual 
requirements, the effect being the same as on 
the occasion of a new raised duty. Now in 
the face of this apparent retrograde move- 
ment of the consumption of sugar the con- 
tingent would remain in this case unchanged 
and the figures of last year, viz: 2,125,910 
tons raw value would remain unchanged. 

The general assembly of the large society 
of the German sugar Industry will take plact 
this year from the 2nd to the 5th of June, at 
Cologne. Generally the branch societies In 
whose precincts these large assemblies hap- 
pen to be held make great efforts to enter- 
tain the members coming from afar in every 
possible way, by banquets, concerts, theatri- 
cals, excursion trips, etc., which latter, on 
the banks of the Rhine wouid have been the 
most attractive. But the Rhenanlan branch 
society to whose task it would have fallen to 
play the host "for the German sugar growers 
and makers, have decided that in the face of 
thie hard times, no festivities of any kind 
shall take place this year. Besides the order 
of the day for the proceedings is large and 
attractive enough to give satisfaction to 
those whose aim in visiting these assemblies 
is to seek for information. 

Somewhat late I beg to insert the follow- 
ing, the figures representing the statistical 
position of the three principal beet sugar 
countries of Europe, Germany, France and 
Austria. Their joint production was, at the 
end of March, 4,625,162 tons against 4,085,499 
tons (+534,663 tons), importation 61,188 
against 57,619 tons (+3,569 tons) exporta- 
tion; 1,889,302 tons against 1,761.048 (+128,- 
254 tons) , consumption 1,104,738 tons against 
1,148.455 tons (—43,717 tons), and the final 
stocks amount to 2,313,791 tons as 
against 1,799,223 tons in 1900-WOl. 
It will be seen that the surplus of 
the stocks Is about as large as that of the 
production, and this is ample proof If there 
Is any necessary, of the overwhelming over- 
production. With regard to the item of ex- 
portation the fact is to be noted here, that 
the exports of France of raw beet, which dur- 
ing the month of March last year amounted 
to 85,700 tons, fell to only 8,100 tons, al- 
though there was certainly stuff enough for 
as large an exportation as last year. 

The markets were, especially in conse- 
quence of the estimates of the area to be 
sown with beets, denoting a decrease only of 
6 per cent, in a panic-like tendency and 
prices fell everywhere to a point never be- 
fore witnessed in the history of the sugar 
trade. In Magdeburg the quotation of 88 



per cent sugar prompt delivery was^ 7.15- 
7.40, and delivery April reached M 6.00, but 
closed at M 6.025. Refined continued quiet 
and unchanged. 

. Robert Hen nig. 



Havana. 



(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.) 

Haw.na, May 10th, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Owing to advices of quiet 
ness In New York, this market which was 
fairly active suddenly quieted down also; 
but despite this circumstance, prices still 
rule .strong on the basis of 1-67 14 cent per 
lb. for good class centrifugal 96°, at which 
about 75,000 bags were sold during the week 
just elapsed, and if the bulk of business has 
not been larger, it is because planters are 
still holding back their sugars, under the 
belief that the United States Congress will 
soon be convinced of the justice of their 
petition and grant them the reduction in du- 
ties that they have solicited, to help them 
out of their embarrassment. 

It seems that the disappointments experi- 
enced last year by such planters who tried 
chemical processes to increase the test and 
the weight of their sugars induced them to 
be more cautious this year, since no com- 
plaint has as yet been heard regarding the 
quality of this crop's proceeds. 

Crop and' Weather Reports — The rainy 
season has set in again, and it has rained so 
abundantly at certain places, that grinding 
has been forcibly stopped on a large num- 
ber of plantations and labor in the fields has 
been considerably interfered with. At other 
places, on the contrary, the want of moist- 
ure is much felt and the young cane is con- 
siderably suffering therefrom. 

It is probable that none of the estate that 
have stopped grinding on account of the 
weather will resume work, as the small yield 
of the cane offers no enticement to planters 
to continue their crop under the unfavor- 
able conditions that prevail at present, both 
in the market, for the sale of their sugars 
and in the country, for manufacturing them. 

Cane Fires — Several new cane fires have 
been reported during the past few days and 
the most important one is the one that oc- 
curred on plantation "Regllta" at Roque, 
which lost on this account, 3,700 tons of 
standing cane, that it will be impossible to 
grind, since it has been raining copiously in 
that locality since the fire took place. 

Cuban Labor Question — During the course 
of the Investigation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, much attention was de- 
voted to the Cuban labor question and it was 
fully demonstrated that labor is scarce and 
wages for same very high on this island, the 
oppose rs to reciprocity setting forth, as an 
argument of much strength, that under such 
conditions, It is impossible that Cuba may 
experience the effects of an economical 
crisis; such statement denotes a total ignor- 
ance of the real situation here, since ^e 
mere fact of being obliged to pay high 
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wages, shows the lack of prosperity, because 
it prevents sugar from being manufactured 
at a low cost. 

The high prices labor commands at pres- 
ent are also due to certain temporary causes, 
such as the construction of the Central Rail- 
way and the organization of the rural 
guard, there being no less than 6,000 men 
working on the former and 1,200 enlisted in 
the latter, all of whom are field laborers 
whose absence from the sugar districts dur- 
ing the crop season, has necessarily induced 
tiie available ones to increase their preten- 
sions to a point that planters could not al- 
ways accept. 

Notwithstanding, no fear is to be enter- 
tained as to the importation of coolies into 
this island, whose inhabitants are in general 
as much opposed as the American people can 
be themselves to the introduction in Cuba of 
that kind of laborers. 

T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(SPECIAL COnnESPONDRNCE. ) 

HoNOi.iTLi, Hawaii, April 30, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar grinding continues on the islands 
without cessation and every sailing vessel 
and steam freighter leaving now carries 
away a portion of the Hawaiian crop for 
the eastern markets. The financial situation 
is improving steadily, stocks are firm and 
there la a promise of revival which 'will 
again place the sugar industry of the islands 
on a film basis. 

The event of the week in sugar circles 
was the authorization, by the stockhold- 
ers, of an issue of $2,000,000 in bonds for 
improvements upon McBryde plantation. Of 
this amount three-quarters of a million dol- 
lars go to pay off the old bond issue, and 
the remainder will be used in making per- 
manent improvements and placing the plan- 
tation upon a sound basis. The reports of 
the treasurer for the year just ended showed 
that there had been expended upon the 
estate $3,473,466, of which just about half 
had gone into permanent improvements. The 
agent's open account at the end of the year 
was $673,748 and as the expenses would be 
$50,000 a month and permanent improve- 
ments $150,000 during the year, there would 
be a deficit of $250,000, after allowing $500,- 
000 for the returns upon the sugar crop. 

B. F. Dillingham, who is probably the 
best informed of the local sugar men, in 
an address before the meeting of McBryde 
stockholders said that in his opinion the 
method of financing plantations in Hawaii 
had been wrong. Properties were generally 
underbonded and on this account the profits 
which should have been paid as dividends 
to the stockholders, went into permanent 
improvements. Consequently the plantations 
for a long tinie were handicapped by lack 
of funds and to this was due in a large 
measure the depreciation in sugar stocks. 
He said that the sugar planters were able 
to meet any conditions as they arose, and 



no legislative action would affect the situa- 
tion in Hawaii to any serious extent. 

A resolution was then unanimously adopt- 
ed, providing for the issue of two million 
dollars in six per cent bonds, of which 
$750,000 shall be utilized in taking up the 
original issue of that amount. 

The sales on the market for the week 
show a considerable increase in the amount 
of trading, with a slight increase in sugar 
stocks. In a number of plantations no stock 
is obtainable on the market, the parties on 
the inside holding their stock for the profits 
that are now about to be realized. Ifc is 
generally understood that even the stocks 
that are being trade! in are worth far more 
than their selling price, and it is only those 
that are forced to it, that are letting go at 
all. For instance Kahuku is quoted at $24, 
but yet not a share can be obtained for that 
or any price offered. It is understood that 
there is a prospect of an 8.O0O ton crop next 
year. The most astonishing increase in 
stocks is in VVaialua, which sold a short 
time ago tor $53.50, while now an offer of 
$75 can bring out no stock. Altogether the 
situation as shown by the feeling on the 
stock exchange is the best it has been for 
over a year. 

Ewa plantation is experimenting now with 
the use of crude oil in its railroad engines. 
Tests so far made have been very successful 
and it will not be long before the entire 
railroad system upon the plantation will be 
operated by the use of oil. 

Hawaiian sugar planters are turning cneir 
eyes in the direction of Porto Rico, and 
they are being assisted in this by some of 
the Porto Rican planters. The Hawaiian 
plantations are among the best and most 
economically conducted in the world, and 
the methods in use here may soon be put 
in effect on America's newer acquisition. W. 
J. Lowrie, formerly manager of Ewa and 
Spreckelsville plantations, is now in Porto 
Rico, looking over the situation there. If 
reports are true he has received an offer 
from a big Porto Rican sugar syndicate to 
undertake the management of a large estate 
there, at a salary of $20,000 per year. J. S. 
McCandless. who is interested in local plan- 
tations, is also on his way to Porto Rico 
to investigate conditions there. Kara. 



Trinidad. 



On several occasions during the past fort- 
night there have not been wanting signs that 
in all probability the commencement of the 
wet season is not very far distant. Easter 
was this year unusually rainy; and though 
this is now generally considered the driest 
month of the year, light showers and cloudy 
days are frequent. 

As will be seen from our Naparima Mail 
Letter below, the sugar campaign is in full 
swing all over the island, the planters in 
^very district having been much encouraged 
to continue what was at one time feared to 
be a collapsed industry by tne satisfying 



termination of the sugar bounties confer- 
ence. For details of tue progress hitherto in 
the crop we must refer readers to our special 
Naparima report. 

NAPAUIMA MAIL LETTER. 

Since our last mail letter the weather has 
continued variable. On the 28th of March 
appearances of a change in the weather set 
in. The sky became overcast and the night 
was windy and excessively cold. On Satur- 
day morning the 29th from an early hour 
rain fell and continued a heavy downpour up 
to about 8 o'clock at night, when it ceased, 
only to recommence early on Sunday morn- 
ing. Stopping at about 9 o'clock. Rain also 
fell on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; 
but since then has held up, and continues 
dry with a steady north-easterly wind blow- 
ing. On Sunday it was feared by some of 
our planters that the weather had "broken" 
and that the rainy season had set in, but 
happily this was not the case or the sugar 
crop would have been ruined. It is antici- 
pated that in about a month or six weeks 
more the weather will change, and this being 
so all the factories are doing their utmost to 
get in their crops before the rain rots the 
canes. 

In many of the factories important im- 
provements are to be effected ready for next 
crop. At Reform we understand that a 
triple effect will be constructed. At present 
this factory has none and thus there is con- 
siderable waste in fuel which such an addi- 
tion will prevent. At Bronte Usine, it has 
been felt that the boiling accommodation is 
far too small for the grinding and several 
times this crop the mill has had to be stopped 
in order to prevent the juice becoming sour. 
Mr. L. Arbuthnot of the firm of Arbuthnot, 
Latham & Co., of ISngland, large sharehold- 
ers in the company that owns the Usine, 
visited the estate last month with the object 
of ascertaining what improvements were 
necessary to meet the requirements of next 
crop. A^ong other improvements to be ef- 
fected will be an .ncreajsed boiling capacity. 
From all we gather, next crop every fac- 
tory down South will be provided with a 
double crusher. In Demerara tne system of 
extracting the cane juice by infusion has 
been introduced, and in this way only about 
1 per cent of the juice is wastea. Perhaps 
the time is not far distant when it will ar- 
rive here. On the majority of the local fac- 
tories two or three men face the pan at one 
and the same time, but when it was discov- 
ered that one man with a fair salary could 
do the same work with better results the 
"Palmiste" method will come into vogue. It 
is rumored that as the price of muscovado 
sugar has gone so low as not to meet the 
cost of cultivation and manufacture, the fac- 
tories which at present turn out this stuff 
will either go in for the manufacture of 
crystal or close down altogether. Mondezir 
is one of these and we understand that yel- 
low crystals are to be turned out there next 
crop. Sometime ago, a letter from Mr. Em. 
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Fernandez, principal chemist of tne Reform 
factory, appeared in these columns advocat- 
ing the advisability of the government or- 
ganizing a system of classes or lectures on 
the curing of sugar. The suggestion was a 
good one and well worthy of consideration. 
At the Victoria Institute, classes are held in 
much less important subjects and consider- 
ing that the sugar industry is the backbone 
not only of Naparima but of the whole col- 
ony, the government should consider the 
matter seriously, oavannah Grande seems 
to be a center for the organizing of new 
schemes or industries. Within the last few 
months the central factory scheme was start- 
ed, but dropped through owing to lack of 
support by the farmers. Since this a fruit 
and vegetable trade and a hardwood industry 
have been commenced and are still in a state 
of incubation. — Port of Spain Gazette, April 
10. 



for the week ending 24th inst. amounted to 
570 tons, and for this year to 13,998 tons, 
against 16,039 tons in 1901. 



Sugar in London. 

It was generally understood at the con- 
clusion of the Brussels conference that the 
contracting parties thereto would seriously 
consider the important question of over-pro- 
duction, but it would appear from the esti- 
mated acreage of this year's beet crop that 
the good intentions are not to be shown yet, 
and it is evident that, notwithstanding the 
ruinous price to which sugar has now de- 
scended, the Kartel profits are too good to 
be foregone. Indeed, it is only the truth to 
say that the Kartel bounty to the raw sugar 
factories is so framed that it is proportion- 
ately greater as the price of sugar falls. The 
market, therefore, has taken a gloomy view 
of the future, and prices of speculative beet 
particularly have suffered severely, closing, 
however, with some recovery from the low- 
est point on less pressure to sell. With a 
liquidation of the speculative account for 
May there is certainly some hope of an im- 
provement in matters, as in the next few 
weeks the enormous accumulation of stocks 
will be materially decreased, while it is be- 
lieved that a large portion of the sugar sent 
here for duty purposes will not be thrown 
on the market, at any rate while prices re- 
main at their present low level. The im- 
ports of raw and refined sugar since January 
1st now show a decrease of 18,000 tons com- 
pared with last year, while the general vis- 
ible supplies also give signs of having 
reached their maximum. The reduction in 
the Cuban estimate has not had any good 
efTect on the American market, nor does it 
seem probable that any greater activity will 
be shown until the Cuban duty question is 
settled, and this seems as difficult as ever, 
ihere has been rather more doing in cane 
sugar in this market, principally in low re- 
fining kinds, but grocery crystallized ha^ 
oniy met with a poor demand from the 
trade, who seem convinced that the relative 
cheapness of white beet crystals, and also 
London-made yellow crystals, must exercise 
a detrimental effect on the sale of this sugar. 
The imports of crystallized raws to London 



Trade Notes. 

Buffalo Forge Company — ^The usual brisk 
demand for Buffalo goods manufactured by 
the Buffalo Forge Company, of Buffalo, N. 
Y., is reported. Among the many contracts 
recently awarded to them might be men- 
tioned the equipment of the Pennsylvania 
Steel Company's Forge Shop at Philadelphia, 
Pa., with twenty Buffalo Down Draft Forges, 
by means of which all smoke and gases are 
immediately and completely exhausted. 

Three large Buffalo Fan System heating 
plants for the Lake Shore A Michigan South- 
ern Railroad Shops, of Collinwood, Ohio, 
may also be mentioned. This contract con- 
sists of the heating and ventilating of the 
woodworking mill, passenger coach paint 
shop, and the freight car repair shop. 

The Bowery Bay Building and Improve- 
ment Company, New York City, are to be 
furnished with a 200 H. P. horizontal center 
crank engine for electric lighting plant. This 
firm bought the Buffalo Forge Company's 
engine, awarded gold medal, at the Omaha 
Exposition in 1898,' which has been in active 
service at their plant since date of purchase. 
The order just entered calls for the same 
type engine of a larger horse-power. 

The Buffalo Forge Company are also to 
furnish the Seaboard Realty Company, of 
New York, N. Y., six 120 horse-power engines 
and two 95 horse-power engines for the elec- 
tric lighting plant of this company. 



Per5onal. 



Mr. F. B. Williams, the sugar and lumber 
magnate of St. Mary parish, was at the St. 
Charles hotel during the early part of the 
week. 

*.-r. J. S. Eckert. one of the best known 
sugar factory engineers in this country is 
now in Sebewaing, Mich., where he will su- 
pervise the construction of a large beet su- 
gar factory. Mr. Eckert is employed by the 
American Construction Company of New 
York. He has had a very wide experience 
in constructing and remodeling beet sugar 
factories and has been very successful in all 
his work. 

Col. W. H. Price of Lafourcae parish, 
where he manages the Arcadia plantation, 
was a Tuesday guest of the St Charles hotel. 

Mr. Henry Hausmann of Patterson, La., 
where he is closely identified with the sugar 
industry, came up to tne city on a visit a 
.ew days ago and made nis headquarters at 
the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. C. W. Bocage and Mrs. Bocage of Ter- 
rebonne parish were among the arrivals at 
the Cosmopolitan hotel during the past week. 
Mr. Bocage has large sugar planting interests 
in Terrebonne and is a very skillful and well 
informed sugar planter. He has been en- 
gaged in the industry for quite a number of 
years and has done a great deal to promote 
its welfare in his section of the state. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll, who is one of the most 
prominent cane growers in the upper portion 
of the sugar district, was a Thursday guest 
of the Commercial hotel. Mr. Knoll has a 
fine crop this year and is one of the most 
skillful cultivators that we have in our cane- 
growing fraternity. 



How to IncreaBe the Sugar Content 
of the Cane. 

(Meeting ol the Lonieiana 8agtr Planters' Asaocla- 
Uon, New Orleans, May 8, 1908. Vice President 
Hon. Hbkbt McCall In the Chair and Secretary 
Dtkbrs at the desk.) 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting was dispensed with. The 
secretary stated that there were no commu- 
nications to be read, and no new members 
to be elected. 

The Chair: We have no new meml>er8 
to be elected, but we are pleased to see that 
we have two very distinguished members 
here: Mr. Blakely, of the St. Ovaries Hotel/ 
and Mr. Whitney, of the Whnney Iron 
Works. Is there any new business? 

The Chair: Professor Stubbs just sends 
word that owing to Mrs. Stubbs' illness,^ he 
will be unable to attend our meeting, and 
he expresses his regrets. 

The Chair then declared in order the top- 
ic of the evening: "How to Increase the 
Sugar Content of Cane," and announced that 
a paper had been prepared on tne subject 
by. Mr. John E. Caldwell, of Houston, Tex. 
The secretary read the paper in question, 
and on motion of Mr. L. A. Becnel, the pa- 
per was ordered published as part of the 
proceedings, and a vote of thanks tendered 
to Mr. Caldwell. 

The Chair: This strikes me as a very 
interesting paper. It is lucid and instruct- 
ive, written in plain language, and very 
easily understood; and the recapitulation 
gives a very good idea as to how to pro- 
ceed in the way of discussing the paper. I 
would ask some gentleman present to start 
with the idea that cane should be planted 
in September, and that we should plant stub- 
ble clumps of this cane and then compare 
results with other cane planted in the usual 
way. 

Mr. H. S. Crozier: I think this is a sub- 
ject that has puzzled sugar planters more 
than any other subject that has been in- 
troduced before our association, and I really 
don't believe there is anything I can say 
that would give you anything new. How- 
ever, there are two or three things in that 
paper in which I may differ a little from 
Mr. Caldwell. In the first place, we all 
know in Louisiana that the maximum and 
the minimum sucrose varies so little under 
all conditions that are favorable to cane. 
that it brought out such facts that have 
puzzled us to know exactly which road to 
go. For instance, when Cuba made the big- 
gest crop she ever did on earth, it took 
a million acr^ of cane to make it. That 
was just a ton to the acre. We in Louisiana 
recognize the fact that when our cane is 
not out of the ground by the 1st of May, it 
is difficult to get it in the sugar barrels by 
the 1st of November, and we have to con- 
centrate all the energy we have in labor, 
machinery and economy of fuel, to manipu- 
late all the cane we possibly can in a short 
time, to give us sugar per acre. We found 
out, and everybody knows, that there is an 
economy of tonnage that contributes very 
largely to an increase of sugar, but that 
economy of tonnage is only the result of 
poor ground and poor cultivation, and It 
is very detrimental to the crop that 
is most profitable; that is, the stubble crop. 
Consequently, we have to do everything we 
can to give all the vitality possible and to 
bring a natural and healthy growth of the 
cane within a short period. While I admit 
that this gentleman's idea is perfectly cor- 
rect in regard to fall cane, it is absolutely 
impossible to plant all our cane in the 
fall. In the next place, our fall cane in a 
good many instances suffers from condi- 
tions that you ah know. The ground is 
hard, and we have to depend principally 
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upon the suckers to give us a good stand 
of fall cane. The ground is very hard 
around it, and this vitality he speaks of as 
coming from the mother cane, I don't know 
very much about. I know we have to de- 
pend a great deal on suckers, and the soon- 
er we get them, the better. 

He speaks about trashing cane. That is 
a good idea in the tropics, but impracticable 
here, because if ever we touch a leaf tha: 
has any green about it, and break it oCT, a 
sprout begins immediately on that cane;, 
and that brings about an unnatural condi- 
tion by increasing the suckers at the wrong 
time of the year. Now, I am a firm believer 
in planting second year's stubble, if we 
have it. I have known people who have 
proved by positive experiments that they 
get riper cane from second year's stubble 
than from first year's. For what reason, 1 
don t know. 

His idea about using stubble-clumps in 
the fall of the year is very good, and we may 
possibly do it. We all know that cane is a 
species of grass, and we all know that grass 
predominates in all limestone lands. There- 
fore, I think lime is one of the principal pro- 
perties that our soil requires, and while we 
have tx) force our crops within a short pe- 
riod, it is just as well to get phosphates as 
much as possible, to supply that deficiency 
of lime we have in the soil. 

We ought to use all our efforts to make 
our land fertile. I don't know how to do 
it, because I am not here to talk fertilizers. 
But there are other means to bring vitality 
to the soil, and I think that brings good 
health to the cane; and I think, with our 
big mills, our principal object is to get 
sugar per acre, l>ecause our experience with 
stubble cane is that it is very dihicult to 
handle, difficult to harvest, and expensive 
to cut, and we lose considerable m extrac- 
tion. Therefore, we ought to get a good 
vigorous stalk of cane, because it is just as 
easy to manipulate a large stalk as a small 
one; and, as I said, our sucrose varies so 
little between maximum and minimum that 
we must do all we can to raise as much 
sugar as we can p:r acre. 

The Chair: Major Glynn, will you tell 
us what you know on the subject?. 

Mr. Glynn: I c^on't know that I can say 
anything much. I agree in great measure 
with Mr. Crozier. that we should have large 
cane to be profitable. The small cane takes 
too much time to cut it, too much to handle 
it, and too much to get it to the mills; and 
I think we should have as large cane as we 
can get. At the same time, we must keep 
in view the sucrose. 

Now, my experience is that we get better 
results from ripe cane planted in Septem- 
ber, but I think the seed cane would not 
be ripe enough, and if we have any bad 
season it is apt to spoil. Besides, fall plant- 
ing should be done on high lands, and we 
couldn't plant all our cane, because some 
of our fields are low, and wherever you 
have low spots, the fall cane is bad, and it 
would be particularly so if planted that 
early. 

As for the tiling, L don't know that we 
can get great results from that. I have 
experimented some with tiling. For the 
first few years it appeared to give gooa re- 
sults, but latterly we find that the tiles have 
been filling up, and the results are very 
poor. 

As to the planting of stubbles, I never 
did it myself, but I have heard of parties 
who tried it and didn't succeed. Possibly 
we could get something out of it. but it 
would be a very slow process. However, it 
would be well to try. The trouble is, we 
don't experiment enough. We keep on in 
the same way from one year to another. We 
give more attention to the sugar house than 



to the field. The sugar house gets every- 
thing. If we could have some way of cut- 
ting the cane, getting it to the mill, loading 
it, we could accomplish a good deal. 

I don't believe in trashing cane at all. 
You will find that whenever the cane is dis- 
turbed or mutilated in any way, the result 
is that it goes to sprouting, and we all know 
what sprouted cane is. I regret that I can- 
not give you any information on the sub- 
ject, as I would like to do so. 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux: I can't say much on 
this matter. It has always been my object 
to make sweet cane; in fact, I was com- 
pelled to do so by conditions. I believe I 
succeeded fairjy well until two years ago, 
when the borer got into the cane, and he 
took out of it the amount I thought I had 
gained, and up to to-day, we find a good 
many borers. Is there any complaint of 
the borer in seed cane? 

The Chair: Yes, there are plenty of bor- 
ers, but they are not as bad as they were 
last year and the year before. 

Mr. Comeaux: We have some fall planted 
cane in sandy lands, and the stand is very 
defective. I believe it is due to the borer. 
I find it in the lands adjoining mine, which 
are of the same character. I think it is 
the borer; I don't see why the cane should 
be bad, otherwise. 

The Chair: What cane do you mean — 
spring plant? 

Mr. Comeaux: No, sir; fall plant. 

The Chair: Was the stand good at any 
time? 

Mr. Comeaux: It was good enough in 
the fall, but now it seems to be so perfo- 
rated that there isn't much vitality. How- 
ever, this is only in sandy lands. As to 
planting stubble, I have tried that in the 
spring, with poor results; I never tried it 
in the fall. 

The Chair: You find poor results in what 
way? 

Mr. Comeaux: As to getting a stand, and 
the growth of the cane, too. It wouldn't 
take root enough. I have seen it tried sev- 
eral places. It is true, it may have been 
a little late, but I wouldn't like to pay the 
cost of transplanting stubble. 

The Chair: You think it hasn't enough 
sap? 

Mr. Comeaux: Well, it hasn't enough sap, 
I suppose, to make the proper amount of 
roots. We have not been able to succeed 
with it, although we Dave tried it several 
times; and even where the stand was fairly 
good, it grew very short. 

The Chair: You think it advisable to 
plant all the cane in the fall, if you could? 

Mr. Comeaux: Well, not all. As Mr. 
Glynn says, some places are not high and 
well drained enough. We have some places 
that were too low to plant in the fall. I 
planted in the spring, and found the stand 
very much better, although the fall plant 
is a fair stand. September I consider too 
early to plant cane. If the cane is ripe 
enough, it is too much of a stand that comes 
out in the fall; and if the winter is severe, 
I think the chances of loss are greater. I 
think cane should be planted from the 1st 
of October to the 10th, or the 15th, even the 
whole month of October, so that we would 
get about one-third of the cane to sprout. 
Where the whole stalk sprouts, we see fail- 
ures. Where the cane grows tall enough 
in the fall so as to sucker to make joints, 
it will be killed down to the mother root 
almost every time. 

The Chair: Some people say that fall 
plant makes nothing but a ratoon crop. 

Mr. Comeaux: That is from planting too 
soon. It usually comes up if you plant in 
the month of September, the weather is so 
warm. 

Now. as to the trashing of cane, I haven't 



tried it, but I would not like it for the rea- 
son the gentlemen mention, the sprouts. The 
moment you touch any of the leaves that 
are green, it sprouts immediately. 

The Chair: This is not a new proposi- 
tion. It has been tried from time immem- 
orial in Louisiana, on a small scale. 

Mr. Comeaux: If you get a wet fall, it 
sprouts even without it; but there will be 
a great deal more if you do it. 

Mr. L. A. Becnel: I think I prefer fall 
planting, from the little I have learned. 
Some years the double process of burying 
produces better results than single burial; 
other years, it is different. This year, what 
cane I have seen in the country, all spring 
cane, is of much better stand. What the 
reason is, I don't know. 

Mr. Dymond: You have tried to account 
for it, and say you can't? 

Mr. Becnel: I can't account for it. 

The Chair: There is a big difference this 
year from the last. 

Mr. Becnel: Yes, even the best fall cane 
this year will not compare with the spring. 

Hon. John Dymond: This problem that 
we have been discussing to-night is one of 
the oldest problems in the history of the 
Louisiana sugar industry; and as some of 
us know, it has been the special study of 
the Experiment Station, under the control 
of Dr. Stubbs. for tne past 15 or 16 years. 
It was hoped that by a scientific cultivation 
of sugar cane, and by its proper fertilization, 
there would be found a direct means of put- 
ting sugar into the cane, as it were; in other 
words, that the results would be so pro- 
nouncedly better when such methods were 
adopted that it would convince the most 
sceptical of the advisability of the new meth- 
ods that we hoped to learn. I may not 
quote Dr. Stubbs correctly, and I would be 
obliged if Prof. Blouin would correct me 
if I am wrong, but I believe I have heard 
him say on the floor of this association, that 
no way had yet been discovered specifically, 
to increase the sucrose content of sugar 
cane, and if the sucrose content were in- 
creased, it had to be done by indirect meth- 
ods. 

Now, Mr. Caldwell, I believe, is a planter 
of considerable experience; and I think he 
earned his spurs in that direction on the 
Bayou Lafourche. He writes of the sub- 
ject-matter as though he understood it very 
well, indeed. I am quite struck with some 
of the views he advances, but, at the same 
time, am compelled to disagree with some 
of the conclusions he arrives at. The mat- 
ter of fall planting is one concerning which 
we have had a good deal of discussion in 
this state. I was much struck, a good many 
years ago, with what a neighbor of Mr. 
Comeaux told me, on the sugar levee. It 
was Mr. E.^ J. Gay, whose judgment we all 
learned to respect. He said he would plants 
in the fall, in sandy lands, sometimes, but 
in stiff lands, never. I have a'so heard Mr. 
Jas. P. Kock, of the parish of Ascension, say 
that he was pre-disposed against fall plant- 
ing. There seemed to attach to it certain 
fatalities that didn't occur in spring plant- 
ing. Therefore, many of our planters are 
opposed to fall planting, because of failure 
in securing a good stand. On the other 
hand, canes that are planted in the fall get 
such an increased period of life, four, five, 
six, or seven weeks, that, when we consider 
that our entire season of active life is on^y 
perhaps, thirty to thirty-five weeks, a mat- 
ter of six or seven weeks' increase in the 
vital functions is one of great importance. 
I believe we s?hould plant our cane as early 
in the fall as possible; but my experience 
with the month of September has been al- 
most invariably disastrous. Year after year 
we planted the last week in September, for 
convenience's sake, using old scrap stubble; 
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and we find every year the same conditions 
that Mr. Comeaux spoke of: that the cane 
comes up, grows off rapidly, and grows so 
large that when the winter freezes come, 
the eyes die out back to the piiient stock, 
and the stand never is regained. TherefOif>, 
we can Hardly plant in any territory within 
my knowledge in this state, before the 1st 
of October; and as we should begin to grind 
in the month of November, the fall planting 
season is not a long one. Of course, prepa- 
rations should be made in advance of the 
planting; and I believe that four or five 
weeks gained in that way would be an im- 
portant factor in the matter of increasing 
the saccharine content of sugar cane. 

Another point brought out by Mr. Cald- 
well is what the French call orientiation. 
Planting of cane in north and south rows 
allows the full sweep of the sun. In the 
morning it is on the east side, at noon it 
passes over the tops, and in the afternoon it 
bears on the west side. We made some ex- 
periments in that direction, reversed the 
order of rows and changed the ditching — 
all with a view of determining the results; 
but none of the results were sufficiently 
striking to enable me to arrive at any con- 
clusion. Apart from that, as our lands gen- 
erally drain away from the river. It seems 
very desirable that the furrows should run 
at right angles with the river, and placing 
the cane rows north and south is difficult; 
and unless we knew it would be immensely 
beneficial, no one would adopt It. We havo 
no data thus far that indicates any material 
result in any increase of sugar that has 
come from having the sun bear directly 
from the east in the morning, and In the 
afternoon on the west side. 

The Chair: In what way could that af- 
fect the cane? 

Mr. Dymond: It cane is planted in rows 
six feet apart, until it is six leet high, we 
would get a larger amount of sunshine that 
way. 

The Chair: Would it produce any saccha- 
rine while the cane was small? 

Mr. Dymond: The gist of the argument 
is this: that cane is a sugar-producing plant, 
and we endeavor by this process of cultiva- 
tion to bring it to its mghest Condition of 
maturity as rapidly as possible. If we can 
give it an increased amount of sunshine, it 
will be forced ahead. Now, you take light 
sandy lands and uark clay lands, and the 
dark clay will force the cane ahead in the 
early part of the year, owing to its higher 
temperature; whereas, later in the year, the 
greater friability of the sandy lands leads 
to its giving better results. 

Now, this orientiation is an important 
thing theoretically, but praciicahy, it is not. 
I wrote Mr. Tardieu of Paris about it some 
years ago, and he replied that he knew of 
no conclusive experiments. 

Now, in regard to the matter of planting 
stubbles. I have had considerable experi- 
ence as to that, anu I found that where 
the stubbles were very excellent, they could 
be transplanted with success. Where peo- 
ple plant defective seed and get a gappy 
stand, and then plow that out, the stubbles 
could be planted elsewhere and would do 
very well. On the other hand, the common 
effort is in the direction of planting second 
stubbles, and their vitality seems to be so 
slight that they generally die out, and the 
results were always unsatisfactory. At one 
time I planted ten acres with second stub- 
bles, and did nothing at all with it. 

The Chair: You mean second stubbles 
taken out of the ground? 

Mr. Dymond: There had been two crops 
of cane produced. Those stubbles, when 
transplanted, didn't do very well. 

Mr. Comeaux: One of the experiments I 
noticed was where plant cane crop was laid 



by in due time, and that stubble transplant- 
ed in the spring. It was very fine. 

Mr. Dymond: Did it do well or ill? 

Mr. Comeaux: Very nice stand, but it 
didn't cut over three feet long. 

Mr. Dymond: I think some remark was 
made about its being too late. 

Mr. Comeaux: The planting was done 
early, and this was done soon afterwards, 
in the month of February. The cost of 
transplanting was $12 1 per acre. 

Mr. Dymond: The seed is worth $15; 
so there is economy in that. 

Mr. Comeaux: After spending that much 
money, there wasn't ten tons of cane cut 
from it, and the land should have produced 
twenty tons. 

Mr. Dymond: We had just such an ex- 
perience as Mr. Qomeaux refers to. The 
results with the first stubbles were satis- 
factory, but not so with anything older 
than that. 

I believe these are the three chief points 
brought out in the paper in regard to the 
method of endeavoring to increase the sac- 
charine contents of cane. The fourth point, 
of fertilization, I simply allude to. Per- 
haps Mr. Blouin can give us more light on 
it, later. It seems to me we should endea- 
vor to plant cane in the fall, so as to get 
a longer period of life for our canes. I 
don't know any other way. If we fertilize 
we must fertilize to get a vigorous growth, 
and a vigorous growth will more nearly 
reach the maturity that gives increased sac- 
charine contents. It is only twenty-five 
years ago that cane Juices giving 7 degrees 
Beaume was thought reasonably good, 
whereas, to-day, cajie juices over eight de- 
grees Beaume are by no means rare. It 
wouldn't pay us to run our factories if we 
couldn't average eight degrees Beaume, den- 
sity. 

Now, if we get a longer period of life by 
fall planting. I think it would be a gain in 
the right direction; but, unfortunately, this 
year we have had the strange experiences in 
fall planting that Mr. Becnel referred to, 
and which are difficult of explanation. Canes 
didn't come up very large in the fall, and 
yet in the spring they didn't seem to show 
very well. The winter was cold, but not 
severely so, and the growth of the crop was 
retarded, and it didn't grow very large; and 
yet now the fall-planted cane is not as good 
as the spring planted cane, in many in- 
stances. 

In that connection, I would refer to an 
experience of quite a number of years ago. 
in 1876, I think. We had quite a severe 
freeze about the 1st of December, and the 
cane that was cut during the day froze at 
night. The stumps in the fields froze be- 
fore they had a chance to evaporate or dry 
out. The following year, these canes cut 
in December gave very poor results. That 
was my first experience on the lower coast, 
and I found that the same conditions ex- 
isted on Ashton and Bowden plantations in 
the parish of Ascension, and on Mr. Tu- 
reaud's place. It showed up in the follow- 
ing year that the canes cut about that time 
were somewhat defective in stand; and 
without gaining any absolute knowledge, I 
came to the conclusion that where the canes 
were cut and the stumps left standing for 
forty-eight hours so as to have time to suffi- 
ciently dry out, a freeze didn't matter so 
much, whereas, if the stumps were at once 
frozen, they were severely injured. That 
hypothesis I endeavored to build up, to 
account for the difficulties of 1876. It seems 
to me that to some extent that difficulty has 
occurred again this year, and good plant 
canes that were cut this year, the last half 
of December, do not make quite as good a 
show in the first stubble as they ought to. 
These are some of what they used to term 



the "mysteries" of cane culture, and per- 
haps some of them are not yet solved. 

Major Glynn: I would like to be under- 
stood a little more distinctly on fall plant- 
ing. My experience is tnat wherever the 
ground is high and well drained, and it is 
black land or sandy, it is good. As I said 
a while ago, the trouble about doing all 
your planting in the fall is that you can't 
select the land, and there are usually low 
places in the field which are bad; but I be- 
lieve in fall planting where conditions are 
favorable. I have always found the results 
good. 

The Chair: I don't know that I know 
very much about this subject. I have never 
been very successful in making ripe cane; 
and a man who hasn't been successful in 
that oughtn't advocate any particular doc- 
trine. Still, sometimes, as the preacher 
says, "Do as I tell you, and not as 1 do 
myself." We can often tell how to do things 
better than we can do them ourselves. 

I don't think there are any fixed rules 
about planting cane in Louisiana. Our con- 
ditions vary a good deal, and so do our sea- 
sons; and my experience is that sometimes 
fall cane does very well, , and at other times 
it does not. I am inclined myself to plant 
a certain amount in the fall every year. I 
believe we should strive to plant one-fourth, 
or one-third, or, possibly, one-half, where 
the conditions will allow it; that is to say. 
where you have high sandy land, well 
drained. In fact, I have succeeded very well 
on black land, where it is high and well- 
drained; though I don't think, as a rule, 
black land will do as well as sandy land, 
because it is more open and porous, and 
lets in the cold and the heat, and, altogether, 
seems more unfavorable to go through the 
winter than the sandy lane. Still, we got 
good results from it. I think it is not well 
to put all your eggs in one basket, or to 
plant all the cane in the fall, but plant a 
portion in the spring, and the chances of 
success are much better. There is a good 
deal to be said in favor of fall planting. It 
is cheaper than spring planting, and it puts 
you ahead with the work. Very often, in 
the beginning of the winter, there is de- 
moralization and bad weather, and we are 
thrown into February and sometimes March* 
before we can do much planting; and it is 
a great advantage to have some of it done. 

Our experience is that fall plant cane costs 
a great deal more to cultivate than ^ring- 
planted cane. In the late winter and early 
spring, you have got to go and get the top 
earth off. Usually, you put plenty of dirt 
on, and sometimes you have to scrape two 
or three times. It is not wise to scrape the 
first time very much, and to get that cane to 
come up in the early spring costs a good 
deal; so I don't know that there is much 
saving, after all, in planting in the fall. 

I don't think it advisable to plant cane 
too early. I think that ought to be put off 
as late as we can, which is not much later 
than October 1 to October 5, because most 
of us in our section begin to grind about 
the 15th, 20th, or 25th of October, and in 
two or three weeKs you can't do much plant- 
ing; so, even if you wish to do so, it is hard 
for anybody, in an average season, to plant 
more than one-third or one-fourth in the 
fall. Sometimes, again, the land is in bad 
condition and that operates against the 
stand. 

My own experience leads me to believo 
that it is not wise to plant too early. I 
don't think it is wise for the cane to come 
up too early in the fall. At the same time, 
we like it to come up, and I had some mis- 
givings this year when it didn't come up 
in the fall. That was because we had a 
very cold fall, and it didn't germinate. My 
experience is that when cane remains in 
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the ground such a long time, and just germi- 
nates a little bit, that when the spring 
comes the vitality is lost. I was simply sur- 
prised to see the fall cane come up as it 
did, this spring, and I am sure we shall 
have a good stand. In the last few weeks, 
though, our cane has dwindled very muclf, 
and has actually died out. I don't know 
whether this is due to the borer or the ex- 
treme drought which we had for nearly a 
month. We were so anxious for the cane 
to come up, we had so much dirt on it, and 
it was packed so by the rain, that we scraped 
it very close. I don't know whether the 
dry winds we had injured it any, but I 
know our stand is not as good now as it was 
two weeks ago. Strange to say, our tenants, 
who were not able to cultivate as well, 
where they didn't have enough labor in 
some cases, have found that where the 
ground has not been' touched since the big 
rain, the cane is much better. By not 
breaking the crust, they have kept the mois- 
ture, and notwithstanding the hard crust, 
it has come up through that crust, and is 
more vigorous than ours. 

Mr. Gomeaux: It was due to leaving the 
cane exposed too long, without any dirt on 
it. 

The Chair: We got to it as quick as we 
could, but the top of the row was scraped 
down so close that it opened, and let in a 
good deal of hot and dry air; and that 
seems to have dried out the cane. 

Mr. Comeaux: I find my fall cane is bet- 
ter when I don't hoe it at all, but only 
use the shaver. 

The Chair: We used the shaver first, but 
after the rain we found it necessary to hack 
it; and those that didn't, had better re- 
sults. However, it was not a matter of 
judgment with them, but simply" because 
they could not do it; and It turned out bet- 
ter. 

Mr. Crozier: What, in your experience, 
contributes most to the maturity of the 
cane? 

The Chair: Another thing I want to say. 
in favor of fall planting: My experience 
leads me to believe that fall cane is inva- 
riably riper and gives better sugar than 
spring cane. At the same time, I don't think 
it would be advisable for any body to plant 
all his cane in the fail, even if he could. I 
think planters had better divide their 
chances, and plant (say) one-third or one- 
fourth, anyhow, in the spring; because in 
some years the spring plant will be better 
than the fall. That is the case this year; 
last year it was the reverse. No two years 
seem to act exactly alike, although, as 
far as we know, it was the same conditions, 
the same kind of land and somewhat the 
same sort of season. 

In regard to planting stubble clumps, I 
have never had any experience, but I don't 
think there is much in it. 

Trashing cane we tried repeatedly in a 
small way, and it was most injurious. When 
you trash it, it is sprouted to such an ex- 
tent as to lose the sugar content very ra- 
pidly. 

In a general way, to produce maturity we 
have to do a good many things. Our cane 
ought to be planted as deep as possible, with 
the conditions existing in the country. 
Where we have good sandy land, well- 
drained, it ought to be planted reasonably 
deep. Deep planted cane withstands the 
drought and the wet better than cane plant- 
ed shallow. It doesn't blow down, it stands 
better and it matures better. I believe in 
deep cultivation; I don't believe in shallow 
cultivation. I differ from Professor Stubbs; 
I don't believe in narrow rows. I think 
^¥2 feet is as narrow as the row ought to 
be, in order to give proper cultivation. . 



Drainage is most essential to ripe cane. 
To produce ripe cane, we want ripe land, 
and wet land is too cold. When land is 
well-drained and gets rid of water rapidly, 
we have warm land, and that makes the 
cane germinate and grow faster, and enables 
you to lay by earlier. But that is a thing 
in which you have to be guided by the sea- 
son. You can't always lay by as you want 
to. If you do it when it is too small, and 
let the grass get the best of it, you get 
poor stand and cane worth nothing. 

In a general way,- a strong, vigorous, well- 
grown cane will, nine years in t n. give you 
the best results, provided you don't use such 
fertilizers as will stimulate it too much; 
but on any reasonably good ground, where 
you use principally phosphatic manure, 
where it is warm and the cane is laid by 
early, it gives you good results, going to 
22 or 23 tons. Above that, you will have 
green cane; below that, whether you have 
green cane or ripe cane, it is not profitable. 

Fertilizers, of course, should be put on 
as early as possible, where the land needs 
to be fertilized. I think it ought to be plant- 
ed when the cane is planted itself, in some 
cases. As to the plant cane. I wouldn't be 
in favor of using fertilizer at all, with any 
kind of reasonably good land. The trouble 
with us is that we can't proceed the same 
way as they do in the beet country. Beets 
didn't have originally over two or three 
per cent of sugar, and by what is known 
as the principle of selection, they succeeded 
in getting fifteen and eighteen per cent and 
above, sucrose. It is planted from seed, and 
I imderstand that they pick out a specially 
ripe beet, take the seed from it, and plant 
that, and ,they get a ripe beet; and then 
they take the seed from that, and in that 
way they keep increasing the sucrose. But 
that doesn't go with sugar cane. You might 
pick out the finest cane you have, and it 
won't make any difference. You have to 
depend on fertilization and cultivation, and 
all that; but of itself, the fact that you 
have planted large, ripe, sweet cane, has 
absolutely no effect; and as we have no 
seed to produce cane from, the principle of 
selection doesn't hold good in the matter of 
cane planted from a cutting. Now, in that 
particular. Professor Stubbs hopes that this 
new seedling cane that he is cultivating at 
the Station for some years, and of which 
he has given the sugar planters a small 
quantity, will give us the result wanted. I 
confess that ours has not done so. We have 
grown that cane for two years, and tested 
it, and found it last year, not only to be 
no better, but not as good. 

Mr. Crozier: That's on account et the 
worms. 

The Chair: It had a lot of them, to be- 
gin with. Then it had an enormous top. It 
looked like larger cane than the other; it 
was taller than the cane next to it, appar- 
ently^ but when we cut off the top and got 
down to where we could cut for the mill, it 
was V^ feet shorter than the other cane. 

Mr. Comeaux: How was the stubble? 

The Chair: We have three rows, and it 
is not nearly as thick as the other. The 
first year's stubble was good, but this year 
it is very bad. 

Mr. Comeaux: The stubble of mine is 
up to a good stand in the garden. 

The Chair: Per contra, we planted four 
acres of that ca^e in the fall, and we plant- 
ed it light so as to make it spread a little; 
and it came up very well. It was heavier, 
proportionately, than the other fall cane, 
though the other was planted very much 
thicker; but I was disappointed in the su- 
gar content. It may be, however, that that 
will work out all right. 

Professor Blouin: Before I get to the 



selection of cane, I would like to make a 
few remarks concerning the statements in 
the paper about selecting the stubble cane. 
The food of the cane plant is stored entirely 
in the top, and the nearer we approach the 
butt of the cane, the further removed we 
are from the elements that nourish the 
plant. This is so much the case that even 
in tropical countries, where they have no 
difficulty in germinating cane in a few 
weeks, and, under favorable conditions, in 
a few days — I have seen this in the , Ha- 
waiian Islands, where it germinated in six 
days, with selections of top cane, the top 
is chosen as a matter of economy, but in 
some places the managers have been de- 
cidedly in favor, of taking the young plant 
cane in its vigorous growth, cutting it down, 
and growing a crop of ratoons, from which 
they claim better results, though as to 
whether that is the case, or not, I can't say 
definitely. However, that cane had longer 
joints, and gave them not nearly as thick 
a stand as that which they would have ob- 
tained from their tops or "lalas," as they 
call them, or sprouts from the upper portion 
of the cane. These lalas or tops vary from a 
half inch to an inch and a half, and they 
give them much more cane than they can 
possibly harvest under any circumstances, 
thereby bringing about a survival of the 
fittest, and forcing a dying out, which Is 
quite noticeable when the plant cane is 
too thick. In any event, the tops have in- 
variably given better results. We found 
that the lower portion of the cane was not 
only much longer in germinating, but after 
germinating, the cane was less vigorous, re- 
quiring a considerably longer time to get 
under growth and assimilate the fertilizing 
elements of the soil. As regards the old 
stubbles, we are getting down to the origin 
of the cane, the first portion of it that has 
formed, and the part that reaches the near- 
est maturity. There is vitality there; there 
is even vitality in the stubbles of tropical 
canes that reach full maturity; and in some 
instances the results have been quite pro- 
nounced. But there has been difficulty, not 
in the cultivation, for the cane has received 
no cultivation. There are no means of cul- 
tivating, other than trenching the land. The 
land is rocky, and outside of hoeing the 
weeds down, there is no cultivation. 

As far as concerns planting from plant 
cane, first and second year's stubble, we 
have at the Experiment Station conducted 
experiments for thirteen years, planting 
from plant cane, and taking that plant and 
replanting from it; then planting from first 
year's stubble, and taking the stubble from 
that, and replanting it, and so on. We 
looked after both in the same way, and fer- 
tilized in the same manner, and we have 
seen absolutely no difference, either in su- 
gar contents or tonnage. We have gone 
even further in that line. We have selected 
from large, small and medium cane, to 
see if we couldn't get a larger tonnage. 
There are possibly some results, though they 
are not pronounced, in that the smaller cane 
gives a larger number of small canes; but 
as to sugar contents and tonnage, there is 
no difference. , 

The Chair: Won't you get a little more 
stand of cane where the joints are close 
together? 

Prof. Blouin: Yes, but as to small cane 
we have taken the diameter and not neces- 
sarily the height. 

The Chair: Didn't you also find that the 
middle of the cane is better than the tops? 

Prof. Blouin: I want to state here that 
for the last eight years all of our cane has 
been fall-planted; and we have found al- 
most no difference in the stands of cane 
fronj the tops, middles, or butts. Some years 
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we have found, If anything, a slight advaiL- 
tage In the tops. We can't account for that 
positively, unless it be because of the fer- 
tilizer being stored in the top. However, 
we can't attribute it to that I wouldn't 
state positively that we had absolutely no 
difference in the stand ; but, at any rate, final 
results have not given any marked differ- 
ence. 

Mr. Dymond: Didn't Mr. Hubert Edson, 
of Calumet, say that pedigree cane — 

Prof. Blouin: I was just getting to that. 
As to selecting cane from their sugar con- 
tents, Mr. Edson, of Calumet, has claimed 
results approximately 1 per cent richer than 
from his other canes. That has not been 
the experience at the Station here, nor in 
any other country where it has been tried. 
We have tried the selection of cane for sev- 
eral years, and while the results tend as 
a rule to show some slight advantage in the 
selected cane, it has not been pronounced to 
any extent The past season, seleciea canes 
showed a fraction of a per cent higher su- 
crose than the poor canes, as well as canes 
of normal sugar contents. In other sea- 
sons, the reverse has been the case, though 
very slight, and, again, we have found them 
almost equal. We haven't abandoned the 
idea of continuing these experiments, and 
may get some results, but we are doubtful. 

Regarding fertilization, we have found in 
every instance where we have fertilized cane 
and increased the tonnage, we have de- 
creased the sugar contents. We can increase 
the tonnage, but not the percentage of su- 
crose in the juices. We have found that by 
over-fertilization we have markedly de- 
creased the percentage of sugar, while get- 
ting a heavy growth and heavy tonnage. By 
a normal fertilization of nitrogen and phos- 
phoric acid, using (say) 44 pounds, though 
even 60 is not too much, we got better re- 
sults. With potash and other forms of fer- 
tilizing ingredients, we got absolutely no 
results, in any form or quantity. 

We have tried industriously for a number 
of years to put sugar in* the cane by fertil- 
izing heavy with phosphoric acid, as some 
people think we thus induce cane to have 
more sugar. We have never found it that 
way. By using one, two and three rations 
of phosphoric acid, we have found no ben- 
eficial results, and no evil results Using 
nitrogen, we find that by increasing the 
amount we increase the tonnage, but we 
also find that there is a limit to the amount 
we can apply, which is determined by the 
sugar contents; for if we increase the nitro- 
gen largely, we decrease the sugar con- 
tent to such a large extent that it becomes 
unprofitable to manufacture it. 

There is still another question that Mr. 
McCall touched upon; and that is regard- 
ing the seedlings of sugar cane. We brought 
from the West Indies quite a number of 
canes developed from the seed or from the 
tassel, and which had in their native coun- 
try showed some indication of being better 
cane than those they were propagating. Of 
this number, something over 100, there were 
two that showed with us pronounced re- 
sults, both* in tonnage and in sugar contents. 
Our results differ from yours, Mr. McCall; 
and we also differ in the stubbles. Our stub- 
bles have been uniformly good. 

I jotted down here a few notes. First, I 
will read you some figures regarding the 
tops, middles and butts. This is the aver- 
age of ten years' experiments, and is the 
sucrose contents, the tonnage being about 
the same. From the tops we got 11.19; from 
the middles 11.07; and from the butts 11.18. 
Now, from the same plot and under the 
same cultivation, with Demerara cane No. 
74, which is the green cane we have been 
distributing, we got 12.59 sucrose and .93 



glucose. This is the only season that we 
have been able to harvest a fair quantity. 
Demerara 95 gave us 11.72 sucrose and 1.49 
glucose; Louisiana purple, 9.80 sucrose and 
1.94 glucose; and Louisiana striped, 10.80 
sucrose and 1.70 glucose: This leaves quite 
marked results in favor of the seedling cane. 

Mr. Dymond: Did these four canes all 
enjoy the same conditions? 

Prof. Blouin: Yes, sir; absolutely so. As 
regards the tonnage of the two canes in the 
second year stubble, harvested the past sea- 
son, of the 74, we got 21.6 tons, of the first 
year we got 36 tons, and from plant 3S.6 
tons. From the 95, second year's stubbles, 
we got 24.9; first year, 35.9; and plant 33. 

The Chair: We never weighed the cane; 
we never had enough of it. I was only 
judging by the appearance. 

Prof. Blouin: Wo made a run this year 
with the 74 and 95 canes combined, and 
while we haven't got final results (we have 
run out only our firsts and seconds and not 
our thirds) we got pronouncedly better re- 
sults. I can't give you the exact data right 
now, but they were better results than from 
any of our home cane. The canes were not 
only higher in sugar, but they worked much 
freer, were easier clarified, and purged much 
better, than our home cane. 

You made some remarks about the selec- 
tion of beet. In the efforts in the tropics 
to increase the sugar contents, they are 
following closely the lines followed in the 
selection of beet. In the latter, they started 
with small sugar contents, and by selection 
have increased it until it has now reached 
the maximum of 25 per cent; though that 
i£f not the average by any means. We have 
even in Louisiana, at the Experiment Sta- 
tion, had 19 per cent in sugar cane; but it 
wouldn't seed, and we couldn't select from 
it They are also conducting experiments 
in Java, where they had pronounced results, 
and in North Queensland, where they had 
good results. We also started this selection 
in Hawaii. During my year there, I planted 
a few million seeds, and I failed to get one 
to germinate. However, this year they have 
at the Station there a number which they 
hope to cross-fertilize and accomplish the 
result. In the West Indies, with two seed- 
lings, one of 24.7 (?) and another which I 
can't remember, both of which originated in 
Barbadoes, they got marked results both in 
tonnage and sugar contents, over the home 
cane, the 24.7 being adapted to their dark 
soil (I think I am correct) and the other 
to their red soil. 

This method of increasing the sugar con- 
tents ^seems, from our I'esults at the Sta- 
tion and in other sugar countries, about the 
only method we can rely on or place much 
hopes in. It has great promise, and we 
firmly believe that the introduction of the 
seedlings which we have brought here, will 
increase the sugar contents. 

There is a point I omitted, with regard 
to stripping the cane. That has been tried 
experimentally by us, and we found it not 
only did not give any beneficial results, but 
it gave absolutely injurious results. In the 
islands, we looked into this subject quite 
carefully; and while no absolute experi- 
ments have been conducted, there is quite 
a difference of opinion as to stripping done. 
It is in one of the dryest portions of the 
island. The manager claims that he has 
seen no beneficial results from stripping; 
that the results are as good, but it Is quite 
an additional cost. Then, on the larger 
island, Hawaii, where they have practically 
all of the rainfall, the results are quite pro- 
nounced in favor of stripping. Where they 
have accidentally or been forced to allow 
the cane to grow without stripping, they 
have found adhering to it quite an amount 



of leaf, which was not removed in harvest- 
ing, not even in carrying the cane to their 
mills. They cut the cane in small sections, 
three to five feet, and put it in flumes, and 
it is fiumed right from the field to the car- 
rier. You can see cane sent that way for 
27 miles, loaded on the carrier, jthe water 
going down at quite a rapid rate from the 
fall in the land. They claim that the can^ 
is riper where it has been stripped, allow- 
ing the admission of the air. 

The Chair: i)oes it sprout when it is 
stripped, as it would here? 

Prof. Blouin: No; there would be no 
eyes sprouting as would be the case here. 
They don't start to strip, as a general rule, 
until the cane is ten or eleven months old, 
which is older than we get it. 

The Chair: It is a very dry season? 

Pro. Blouin: No; some plantations have 
as much as 200 inches of rainfall per year; 
it rains every day. The ground, however, 
is very porous, and it is unusual to see much 
mud, except on the roads. The fields are 
comparatively dry ten minutes after a rain. 
The soil on the rainfall plantations is also 
rather thin, reaching bedrock in a very 
short time. All the bedrock is porous, so 
that the rain percolates into it, so that, with 
the exception of the largest, Hawaii, there 
are no rivers. There are some streams that 
run during freshets, and in the rainfall dis- 
tricts there are streams, but after the cessa- 
tion of rain the streams stop. 

There is also quite a marked difference in 
the sugar contents of cane of the same 
growth. On- one sugar plantation, the aver- 
age was 19.20, while on the Ewa, which 
is the banner plantation in the islands, the 
average last year was only 11 tons per acre, 
with sugar content a fraction over 14 per 
cent; requiring about 8 tons of cane to make 
a ton of sugar, or about 250 pounds of su- 
gar per ton of cane. As to these plantations 
with high sugar contents, their tonnage of 
sugar per acre will vary from 2 to 5, re- 
quiring 6^ to 7^ tons of cane to one ton of 
sugar. 

Mr. Crozier: Just one word more. I am 
surprised to hear Mr. McCall say that his 
results were not good with the 74 cane. 

The Chair: We never ground any of it; 
we had very little. 

Prof. Blouin: They were stalk tests ex- 
clusively? 

The Chair: Yes, sir. 

Prof. Blouin: We have found those tests 
extremely unreliable. 

The Chair: They are good, comparative- 
ly? 

Prof. Blouin: As a general rule, we have 
selected better canes than the average; but 
we have also selected worse ones. 

The Chair: But if you make stalk anal- 
yses of other canes at the same time» 
wouldn't it be fair? I admit that I don't 
take much stock in these small tests. Of 
course, we haven't done much, because we 
haven't had enough of it. We simply plant- 
ed the little we had. This year we have 
four acres of plant cane. 

Mr. Crozier: Everybody here knows pos- 
itively that nothing contributes more to the 
development of good cane than cane that 
will stand up. This cane will stand up un- 
der almost all conditions. 

The Chair: Last year it all stood up. 

Mr. Crozier: This cane will stand up any 
year. They had considerable trouble in 
keeping the people from eating it all up, it 
was so much riper than the other. I used 
to be enthusiastic about fertilizer, when I 
didn't know anything about it; but I tell 
you, we are going to get more consolation 
out of that 74 cane than anything in our 
sugar history in twenty years. We will 
have the machinery to cut that cane, and 
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it Is the only cane that will cut well and 
will not blow down. 

Thereupon, after leaving the selection of 
the topic for discussion next month, to the 
Chair, the meeting adjourned. 



Cuba and th« United States— Ought 
Cuban Sugar to be Admitted at 
a Reduced Duty? 

FROM A PURELY ECONOMIC POINT OF VIEW. 

Sometimes it is useful, when a subject 
has become confused by conflicting interests 
and obscured by heated arguments, that 
some disinterested outsider, illumined solely . 
by the cold light of reason and common 
sense, should try to unravel the entangle- 
ments of political passion and look calmly 
at the facts. 

Cuba is one of the most favored of sugar- 
producing countries, capable of surviving 
when many others would have to succumb. 
But she has been through sad troubles, and 
is just emerging from them when a great 
crisis swoops down upon the sugar produc- 
tion of the world. If this crisis had arisen 
from natural causes, and if Cuba had been 
in a normal state of prosperity, she would 
have rather benefited by a passing scare, and 
gloried in the doctrine of the survival of the 
fittest But this is not the case. The glut 
of sugar has come from the European boun- 
ties; Germany and Austria have invented a 
new bounty, and they are now in a position 
to elbow out all comers. Prices have been 
forced down far below the European cost of 
production, and there is no sign yet of any 
limit to the downward movement. The 
question is, does this state of things justify 
the United States government in giving 
preferential treatment to Cuban sugar? 

That is the real and only question; but it . 
is not the question now so hotly discussed in 
America. There it is apparently imagined 
that justice to Cuba is the point at issue. 
We hear of throwing open the American 
markets to Cuban sugar. But they are open 
now and always have been. Practically the 
whole of the production of the island goes 
to the United States on exactly the same 
terms as other sugar. If Cuba had become 
a state of the Union the case would be clear 
enough. Its sugar, in that case would be 
treated like all other sugar produced in the 
states and territories of the Union, and be 
admitted free of duty. In other words, it 
would receive a bounty of about £8 a ton. 

Here comes in the difficulty of the present 
situation. The cane sugar planters of Lou- 
isiana and the beetroot producers in the 
states have for a long period enjoyed this 
position of being protected to that amount, 
either by their sugar being freed from the 
payment of duty, or, when the duty was for 
a few years abolished, by receiving in com- 
pensation a direct bounty of $2 per 100 lbs. 

It is perfectly competent for a free-trader 
to view the results of this state of things 
from a purely Impartial standpoint. What 
is to become of this protected indigenous 
industry if Cuban sugar is placea on a fiscal 
equality with it in the markets of the United 
States? Anyone conversant with the vari- 
ous sugar industries of the world can have 
only one answer to this question: Louisiana 
sugar and American beetroot sugar must im- 
mediately disappear. There is no compari- 
son between their cost of production and 
that of Cuba. 

Then comes the final question, what, under 
these circumstances, is the right policy for 
the government at Washington to pursue? 
Right, not merely politically, but also mor- 
ally. Without discussing the abstract ques- 
ti<»i, whether it is wise to protect a rising 



and beneficial industry like that of the pro- 
duction of beetroot sugar, It is clear that an 
industry whieh has been created by protec- 
tion and is stiU struggling against adverse 
circumstances by means of that assistance, 
has a right to demand that the prop on 
which it has tested should not be suddenly 
knocked away from under it. The beetroot 
industry in America was fostered, epcour- 
aged, and stimulated by the government of 
the United States. If it had reached the 
perfection of the European beetroot indus- 
try; if it were producing three times as 
much as the country consumed; if it were 
exporting its enormous surplus at the ex- 
pense of the home consumer, then indeed it 
would be time — aye, long before such a re- 
sult — to cut away so useless and mischiev- 
ous a prop. But that time is a long way 
off. They are busy learning how to produce 
sugar at a price which can compete with the 
rest of the world, and during the process 
they are greatly benefiting the agricultural 
and rural condition of those parts of the 
country in which the industry is being es- 
tablished. Why should this beneficent pro- 
cess be arrested for the sake of Cuba? 

The Times correspondent at Washington 
gives us the reply to this question. Cuba, 
he says, has lost the Spanish market owing 
to the action of the United States; therefore 
her sugar should at once be admitted into 
the American markets at a reduced rate of 
duty. He does not mention how much su- 
gar went to Spain and how much to the 
United States before the war. That is only 
a detail. Then he quotes the New York 
Times, which asks: "Shall we wantonly in- 
fiict poverty and privation on the people? 
Shall we close and lock the only market In 
which they can sell their product?" This 
The Times correspondent calls clearing the 
ground. Having reviewed the position in 
which the matter stands at the moment, as 
between the bill introduced by the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House of Represen- 
tatives and the views of the government, he 
rushes into a 'somewhat confused diatribe 
about protection and its bearing on the ques- 
tion at issue. 

Certainly, the whole matter is purely a 
que^ion of protection, and that he fails to 
see. To admit Cuban sugar at a reduced 
duty is to protect it to that amount. The 
whole question, therefore, resolved itself 
into one of whether a country, if it adopts 
protection as its motto, should protect its 
own producers or those of a foreign country. 
It is true that for thirty years the British 
government has preferred, as regards sugar, 
that foreigners should be protected in its 
markets; but then ours is not a protection- 
ist government, and therefore claims to pro- 
tect the foreigner on free-trade principles. 
Bui why should an out-and-out protectionist 
country like the United States protect the 
foreigner and thereby ruin a most desirable 
and growing home industry? 

The writer goes on to say that the New 
York Tribune, in spite of being a great pro- 
tectionist journal, "is nevertheless for jus- 
tice to Cuba.** Why should a present of 
three or four pounds a ton on Cuban sugar 
be called "justice?'* Our own West Indian 
Colonies cannot even get equality of treat- 
ment granted them by their own govern- 
ment; and they certainly have not received 
much assistance from The Times in their ef- 
forts to obtain what is only a constitutional 
right. Yet we hear from one of the most 
able of that joumars foreign correspondents 
that in his opinion, printed In large type, a 
deliberate bounty to Cuban sugar would be 
only justice — adding that "the moral argu- 
ment and the appeal to the conscience of the 
American people have done their work in 
the country, if not in congress.** If so, the 



American people have been humbugged, just 
as ours have been about a very similar mat- 
ter. 

Then General Wood, just back from Cuba, 
is quoted as saying that if the island is to 
prosper, the duty must be reduced 33 per 
cent. In other words, a bounty of about £3 
a ton must be given to Cuban planters, who 
can produce sugar at least £2 per ton below 
the average cost of production. This, The 
Times correspondent thinks, is "an obliga- 
tion of honor to Cuba, of humanity also, and 
of morals.** ' 

Then comes his economical argument: 
•*We once had the trade of Cuba; we fiung 
it away at the dictation of the tariff party." 
This is rather strong language in face of 
the fact that practically, every ton of sugar 
produced in Cuba, except what is consumed 
in the island, goes to the United States. So 
much for Cuban exports to the United States. 
The imports of the island will naturally 
come from the United States, and therefore 
there is no need for any interference with 
the sugar duty on that score. 

Finally, the correspondent asks: "Is it to 
be a prosperous Cuba or a bankrupt Cuba 
which we restore after four years of absolute 
control?'* He seems to forget that, as far as 
sugar is concerned, the industry has revived 
with astounding rapidity. 

So much for The Times and its opinions 
on this question. Let us see what a little 
more common sense and a little less party 
politics can evolve to elucidate the matter. 
Cuba is suffering, like all the rest of the su- 
gar world, from a temporary but very seri- 
ous glut of sugar, brought about by a system 
of bounties which is to come to an end next 
year. If the American government desire- 
to assist their new protege to tide over a 
difficult eighteen months, they might with 
great reasonableness and wisdom mxtke a 
temporary grant, not to the holders of the 
sugar, but to the planters. When bounties 
are abolished, things will right themselves, 
the fittest will survive, and the Cubans, be- 
ing the very fittest, will "lick creation." 

But if this foolish policy of giving a heavy 
and permanent bounty to Cuban sugar enter- 
ing the United States is adopted, it will 
bring with it, in the course of a very short 
time, great and various and most inconven- 
ient complications. Cuba is a big place and 
if, in addition to her great natural advan- 
tages, she receives a heavy bounty, she will 
increase her production far beyond its nat- 
ural rate of progress. The result will be 
that in a very few years the United States 
will not require to import any auty-paying 
sugar. PraQtically the sugar duty will be 
abolished, so far as the revenue from it is 
concerned, but it will still have to be re- 
tained on the tariff to keep away outside 
competition. Then either the indigenous 
production of beetroot and cane sugar in 
the states will have to be subsidized, or a 
great trust will have to be formed which, by 
means of the customs duty on foreign su- 
gar, will keep prices for home consumption 
up to the level of the surtax. By that 
means the American refiners and the raw 
sugar producers of America, Cuba, Porto 
Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines will ob- 
tain a bounty of ^8 a ton on the sugar con- 
sumed. This will amount to at least £16,- 
000,000; and will enable the American refin- 
ers and all those producers Included in the 
trust to sell their surplus production for ex- 
port at a very low figure. 

If this arrangement is not carried out, 
then the "justice** to Cuba, which we tire 
told is so essential to its prosperity, almost 
to its very existence as a sugar-producing 
country, will absolutely lapse and vanish. 
(Continiied on Pige, 817) 
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German Granui'td 


- @4 18 


- @4 18 


- @4 16 


- (g4 18 


- @4 16 


- @4 16 


(§4 83 




MOLASSES. 










, 








N.O. Choice 


- @ - 


- (g - 


- @ - 


- @ - 


-@ - 


-@ - 


-@ - 




N. 0. Fair 


- ^ - 


— (g — 


— @ — 


- (g - 


- @ - 


- <S — 
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London: 
















(3ane-Qulet; 
^ IltUe doing. 


JaTa,No. 15D.S. 


88. d. 


8s. d. 


8s. d. 


8 d. 


83. d. 


8b. d. 


lis. 9d. 


Beet— Qniet: prlees 
barely maintained. 


A. & G. Beet. . 


6s. 5^d. 


68. 5>^d. 


6s. 4>^d. 


6 5>4Q. 


6e. 4>^d. 


68. 3Jid. 


93. 6d. 



NEW ORLEANS REPINED. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan»d Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



— @4 96 

— @4 95 

— @4 60 

— (g4 55 

— @ - 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 

@ - 



(g4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
(g4 55 
(g - 



(84 96 
@4 96 
@4 60 
@4 66 


-@4 95 
-04 96 

- @4 60 

— 64 66 


@- 


-@- 



@4 95 
@4 95 
(g4 60 
(g4 55 



@6 75 
^5 75 
(g5 45 
(§5 40 
(g - 



Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to May 7 Tons 133,177 

At four porta of Great Britain to May 3 " 212,060 

At Cuba, sii ports to May 6 * 433,000 



Receipts and Mies at New Orleans for the week ending 
May. 16, ipoa. 
Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeired 58 3,556 1,256 

Sold 58 6,296 1,256 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to May. 16, 190a. 

Hhds. barrels. Barrels. 

Reeeired 3370 1,710,312 297,857 

Sold 3875 1,652,400 297,857 

Reoeiyed same time last year 5428 1,323,816 172,593 
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May 16. 



WBBKLY MARKBT RBPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

JaptiQ 

Horduras ..., 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights .... 
Screenings... 
No. 2 



Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 



Bran, per ton.. 
Polish, per ton. 



May 10. 



2 25@3 25 
2 25(0^4 00 



2H^3 
2 (b2H 
I%(a2 



5 ^63i 
3 @i^ 
2 @2h 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



May 12. 



2 25(d3 25 
2 2bui 00 



3>i^3% 
2Ji@3 

2 (a2^ 
l?i(a2 

5 @5^ 

3 @l>i 
2 c«2Ji 
1%@2 



May 13 



2 25@3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>^^3>8 
2^(a3 

2 (a2>i 
lJi@2 

5 C«5?f 

3 @4^ 
2 @2H 
1%@2 



17 50@18 00 i 17 50@18 00 
22 50@23 03 i 22 50(§23 00 



May 14. 



2 25^3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3)^@3% 
2^8@3 
2 (»2Ji 
lJi@2 



5 (§5^ 
3 @4>i 
2 «^2^ 

1%@2 

17 50® 18 00 
22 50@23 00 



May 15. 



2 25^3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>^a3K 
2H(ff3 
2 (g2^| 
l%(a2 



5 j^SJi 
3 @4>4 
2 (^2?^ 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Iday 16. 



2 25^3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>^@3Ji 
2?'8@3 

2 @2^ 

5 ^b)i 

3 @4^ 
2 02% 
1%@2 

17 50^18 00 

22 5D@2d 00 



Same Day Last 
\ear 



- @ - 
Nominal 



- @ - 

- @ ~ 

- @ - 

- @ - 

Nominal 
3 @3W 
Nominal 

13 C0@14 00 

19 00(§20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of ^eek 



Japan— Quiet. 
Honduras— Qolet. 



Japan —Good 

Inquiry 



Honduras— Good 

Inquiry 



Received 
Sold 



Receipts and tales at New Orleans for tiie week ending 
May. 16. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clean. 

1,033 28,032 

565 6,156 



Receipts at New Orleans from Aug. 1, iqoi to ilay . 16, iQoa. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rouqb. Pcts. Clean 

This Year 1,^^41,817 333,189 

Last Year 830,808 218,899 



Cuba and th« United States, Etc. 

(Continued from Page, 825.) 
While the American government are occu- 
pied in seeking for ''justice'* to Cuba — or 
even to their own sugar people — they might 
with advantage put a countervailing duty of 
a dollar the 100 Iha. on the new German and 
Austrian Kartel bounty. 

Geobge Mabtineau. 



Sus:ar. 

The sugar market was strong at the end 
of the week with offerings very limited. 
What came on the market was promptly ab- 
sorbed and prices were well maintained at 
the close. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was dull at the end of the week; 
such as came on the market was taken up, 
however, at unchanged prices. 



Rice. 

The rice market both for clean and rough 
goods was very dull at the end of the week, 
no actual sales being reported. Prices 
showed no quotable change at the close. 



Personal. 

Mr. A. W. Norman, the able and well 
known manager of Smithfleld plantation in 
West Baton Rouge parish, reports to the 
LomsiANA Planter that the sugar cane in 
his vicinity while not very large, makes a 
fine stand and the crop prospects thus far 
are very good. 



Trade Notes. 



The St. Louis branch of the H. W. Johns- 
Manville Co. report having secured the con- 
trace for pipe covering in the new Bank of 
Commerce Building, southeast corner Broad- 
way and Olive streets, St Louis, Mo. The 
material used on all main pipes and risers is 
Asbestos-Sponge Moulded Covering, and the 
breach ings and hot water tank will be cov- 
ered with their Magnesia The total cost of 
the above contract will be close on to |1,000. 



Crane Company — One of the handsomest 
catalogues that has ever come to the office 
of the L0OT8IANA Planter was received dur- 
ing the past week from the Crane Company, 
of Chicago, manufacturers of valves and 
cocks as well as malleable, cast iron and 
brass fittings of all sorts and kinds. The 



THE CUBAN 5UQAR CROP OF 1901-11 

Smtetnjnt of Rtooks and Expjrt^ to April 30, 1902, and toea 


;>o2. 

ne date last year. 

I902. 






I90I. 






Bags. 


Tons. 


Bags. 


Tons. 


r Havana 


201.740 
820,061 
880,806 
650,749 
114.6&2 
188,408 
218.151 

10,526 
118.812 

67,030 

89,268 
5,000 

87,771 

2,193.442 


818,349 
202,426 


81,562 

50,629 

1 118.097 

395,081 
88,826 
49,426 

118347 
29.643 
91,890 
61,760 

117,822 
8,062 




Matanzas 

Cardenas 




Cienfuegos 




Sainia * * 




Calbarien " 








Cuba ■* 




MansanUlo " 




Nuevltaii... ' 




Glbara " 








Trinidad * ' 










1 1,165,865 


166,481 


r Havana 


865,150 

850,860 

816,491 

106.224 

84.717 

102,820 

86,026 

22,487 

8,020 

4480 

6,600 

12,(»0 

4,610 

1,416,986 


1 

705.198 

806,570 

815,768 

278,156 

218,112 

216,276 

152,426 

21,552 

44,930 

61,866 

61,010 

16,2«0 

69,940 

8,446,018 t 




Matanzas 




Cardenas 




Clenfnegos 




Sagua , . , . , r . , T .... 




CalDarlen ." * 




Quantanamo . - . ..... 




Cuba " 




ManzantllOt r , 




Nuevltas " 




Gibara 




Zaza 




. Trtnidad 






498.288 



CO 

o 

H 
flO 



Local consumption, 3 months. 



Stock of old crop, January 1 

Receipts to AprU 80 at all the ports 

NOTB— Bags, 820, and Tons 8 J40 lbs. 
Havana, AprU 80, 1902. 



668,769 
14,060 

672319 
19378 

662,946 



JOAQUIN GUMA-FREDERICO MEJER. 



516,775 
18300 

520,076 
628 



handsome volume begins with a set of fine- 
ly executed half-tone illustrations of the 
different offices and manufacturing plants 
of this Immense concern, there being repre- 
sented in this collection the general offices, 
brass foundry and. brass valve department 
at Chicago, the brass cock department at 
Chicago, pipe mill and galvanizing works at 
Chicago, the pipe cutting, pipe bending and 
tool manufacturing department at Chicago, 
the Grey Iron Foundry and Iron Valve De- 
partment at Chicago, the cast iron fittings 
department at Chicago, the malleable iron 
foundiy and malleable iron fittings depart- 
ment at Chicago and the handsome build- 
ings of the New York branch, Philadelphia 
branch, Cincinnati branch, St. Louis branch, 
Kansas City branch, Omaha branch, Sioux 
City branch, St. Paul branch, Minneapolis 
branch, Los Angeles branch, San Francisco 
branch, Portland branch and the Seattle 



branch. The only thing lacking in this 
magnificent list of establishments is a New 
Orleans branch, which will doubtless come 
before very long. The book contains a com- 
plete and carefully compiled index, so that 
the cut, description and price of any article 
in the brass or iron valve line or any of 
the lines relating thereto can be found with- 
out a moment's trouble. Handsome illus- 
trations of every article handled by the 
Crane company appear in the book, with di- 
mensions and prices. Altogether it is a 
complete and splendidly gotten up volume 
and we congratulate the Crane Company on 
the immensity of their business as evidenced 
by this catalogue. 



John H. Kahao, the well known West Ba- 
ton Rouge sugar planter, was in New Orleans 
on xflursday. Mr. Kahao registered at the 
St. Charles hotel. 
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WANTS. 



We wiU pnMlth la this colaaia. free ef ctaerge aatll 
farther aotloe, the appllcetkMU of ell BMaagert. ever- 
eeere, ea g lae eii and ragar-aiakers, and others who 
any he eeeklaf poeltfoas la the ceaatry. oad eleo the 
waate of plaaters deeirlaf to eaiploy aay of theee. 

WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position In ^ugar 
refinery, wagon or plow works, or In railroad shop: Is 
familiar with all kinds of maoblnery : Is a self -hardening 
steel worker. Wrlto William L. Farrell, 986 Thalia 
street, New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelve years' experience. Can famish very good 
references. WUUng to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawaiian Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, 981 Piety street, New Orleans. 

WANRED — A blacksmith experienced in laying 
plows, repairing cultlvatore and teneral plantation 
work. Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Or lean s , La . 6-7-02 

WANTED— Position by a yonng man on sugar plan- 
tation as book keeper or time keeper. Can fUmisb 
best of references. Address "H." 1607 Ursulines Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— Situation by a first-class sugar house en- 

gneer and machlhlst . Have had charge of seme of the 
rgest places in the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $8.60 per day, plantation hours, and guarantee 
eatlsf action. Can furnish gilt edge references. Ad- 
dress Chibf Enoinbbr, 924 Amelia St., New Orleans, 
La. 6-6-02 

WANTED— A pcsltion by a first-class blacksmiih, 
horseshoer. Married. Address Hbrman Dietrich, 
Sellers, P. O. La. 

WANTED— By first-class sugar boiler, a crop for 
oomlng season have boiled in large refineries, can fur- 
nish best of references. Address L. Perrbt, Edgard 
P. O.La. 

WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. Mansut, 988 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— Position by experienced track man, quali- 
fied in ditching, levee ballaing and general construc- 
tion work. Address P. J Spaffard, Box 84, Wblte- 
castle, La. 4- 28 02. 

WANTED For Porto Rico, two first-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, nationality, salary, referAuces 
eta. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 619 -Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 80 years old; 6 years' experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence immediately. Address C. M., care Chas. 
HuBBNBB, 304 B. 70th St., New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED — A position by a first-class electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
government. Address F. Sintbs, Care Louisiana 
Plantbb, 339 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— Analytical chemist, Ph.D., 29 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
Important German sugar refinery, theronghly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes in this 
line, desires poeition in the United States. Best 
references. Address Posbn, Care this paper. 
4-21-02 

WANTED — A position, for the coming season, 
as sugar boiler, by a capable, sober, industrious 
man with good reference. Address Sugar Boiudr. 
Corner Toledano and Howard Sts., New Orleans, 
La. , 4-21-02 

WANTED — Poeition as vacunm pan sugar boiler 
for coming crop. Best of references from last 
employer. Address Hbnrt Strbckwood. 2011 
Carondelet Walk, New Orleans. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 
perienced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
has served In Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. Is 
open for engagement now. Address Brnbst Von 
RUNGB, 824 River St., Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Foreman for. syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who is a thorougly 
practical mechanlo to overhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery baUnoe of year. Address Uakdwoekbr, care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Avooa plantation 
near Morgan City, La., Wage* 11.60, per day. No 
board . Address J.N. Ph arr. Berwick, La . 

WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
oflice or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best ref erisnoes. Address B, M. Nor- 
man, 218 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A man of 45, handy with tools, who oan 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for emplover. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished if required. Address Jko. E. Cald- 
WBLL, 808 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cnba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced vacuum 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A Ne. 1 references. 
Address J. D., BOX 43, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED — A position to do repairs and take 
off crop, by a first class engineer. Address, W. C. 
B., 537 Henry Clay Ave., New Orleans. 4-14-02 

WANTED — By an experienced locomotive engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O.. care 
Louisiana Planter.. 4-8-02 

< — . . 

WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man ; 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico ; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith« 720 Customhouse 
street. New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED— A competent sugar boiler wants position 
for oomlng Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4-8-02 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years* experi- 
ence in sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction^ care this oflice. 

4-5-02 



WANTED — ^A thoroughly reliable young mazL 
aged 25, would locate South. Have been trained 
thoroughly in an iron manufacturing basfness tn 
nil Its various departments ; capable of office man- 
agement; familiar with modem mannfactnrinc 
metheds and system and at present connected 
with a large New York engineering and mannfac- 
turlng concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "Advancbmbnt," 
care Pi^nter. 4-6-02 

WANTED — A position as assistant oveneer w 
timekeeper on sugar plantation, by a sober. Indus- 
trious and reliable young man; seven years' ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. Lk, 
care of The Chief, Donaldsenvllle, La. , ^ ^^ 

4-10-02 

WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
tion or te take charge of an irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The CMef» 



Donaldsonville, La. 



4-10-02 



WANTBD-A theoretloal and partical sugar engineer, 
ohemist and sugar boiler is open f »r Immediate ea- 

gagement in either of above oapaolties or as snperin- 
)Qdent of Urge faotery either in Louisiana, Cnba or 
Mexleo. Have had 10 years praotioal experience in 
up-to-date sugar plants and can furnish best of re- 
ferenoe. Address Sugar Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTBD-A first-class experienced sugar honse 
engineer. Mast be sober, industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the meohanioal department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtb«, Sup't. C S. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 3-»02. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
first-class. Large crop. Address Lotb Sugar and 
MoLLASSBS Co. Loyd La. 8-87-tt 

WANTBD-A first-olass head sugar boUer; also a 
first-class head olarlfler man, for the coming season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

8-I0-O8. 

WANTBD— By an experlenoed manager, asitoation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to toke off 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jauijs Ph, 
La. Or address P. O. Box GOG. Plancflievllle, Av- 
pyel les Ph, La. 8-19-02. 

WANTBD — A position as engineer or steam- 
fitter. Address Bbbt Bbbbb« Le soy. N. Y. 
8-17-02 

WANTBD — Position as sugar boiler or chemist^ 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 28, care this oflice. 

WANTBD — A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crep, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B., 
186 Annunciation street. New Orleans. S-lS-01 



WANTED. 

An apparatus for polarizing sugars ; 
new or second hand, but must be in good 
condition. 

AUSTIN CANDY MFG. CO., 

AUSTIN, TEXAS. 



IN BUYING 



Cane Handling Machinery 



FROM THE 



American Hoist & Derrick Co. 

You buy direct trom the manufacturer and pay only the Manufaotnrer'a 
Profit, bealde setting the very beat made In the way of Steam, Bleotrto, Horse 
or Hand Power HOISTS and DERRIOKS- Also the Uteat and beat allnc 
devlceforholdlnff cart loads of cane Intact for storage or shipment In bargea 
or oars and TRIPPING load at destination . Call on or address: 

R. J. McQuiston, Mgr. 
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Space 



1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



llnch 

2lnch 

Sinch 

4 Inch 

6 Inch 
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8inoh 

91noh 

10 inch 

Half Page. 
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$600 
050 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
82.60 
MOO 
88 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



$12 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 76 
70 00 
81 16 
00 00 
06 00 
100 00 
160 00 
260 00 



$18 76 
86 XX) 
64 40 
7126 
88 16 
106 00 
12176 
135 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 
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48 00 
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06 00 
117 60 
140 00 
162 60 
180 00 
190 00 
200 00 
800 00 
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Orleans, L&, 

LIST OP ORQANIZBRS. 



McCall Bbothebs^ 
McCall k Legbndbb, 
Leon Godchaux, 
James Tblljbb^ 
B. Lbmann & Bbo.« 
Lboncb Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Bbickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos & Babnbtt, 
H. C. Wabmoth, 
Lucius Fobsyth, Jb., 
Edwabo J. Qat, 
Shattuck & HorPMAM, 
Emilb Rost, 
Thomas p. "iiUAjn, 
Schmidt & ZibgudBj 
T. G. McLaubt, 
L. S. Clabk, 
J. B. Leybrt, 
Simpson Hobnob, 
W. B. Bloomfibu), 

W. W. SUTCIilFFl, 

John S. Moobb, 
jAlOfl C Mubpht, 
Jos. Wsbbb, 



R. Bbi/tban, 
Lucien Soniat, 
D. R. Caldeb, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hebo & Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 
J. T. Moobb, Jb„ 
Edwabds & Haubtman, 
John A. Mobbis, 

B. H. Cunningham, 
R. Vitbbbo, 

H. C. MiNOB, 

C. M. SOBIA, 

J. L. Habbis, 

J. H. MUBPHT, 

Andbbw Pbicb, 
B. & J. KocK, 

WM. GABIO, 

Adolph Mitbb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bbadish Johnson, 
Gbobob P. Andbbton, 
a. l. monnot, 

RICHABD M ILLIKBir, 
W. p. MiLBS, 
LBZIN a. BBCNtLi, 

J. N. Phabb, 
JuLM J. Jacob. 



The Cane Crop. 

There have been good rains during the 
past week throughout almost all por- 
tions of the sugar district and this has 
been very beneficial and has had a ten- 
dency to bring out the cane rapidly. In 
conjunction with the rainfall, we have had 
decidedly the hottest weather so far this 
season, the thermometer being up in the 
nineties and the combination of heat and 
moisture has promoted the rapid growth 
of vegetation. The cane has a very 
healthy look everywhere and though not 
90 tall as it has some times been at this 
date, its general condition is excellent 
and the outlook is favorable for a fine 
crop. 



The Rice Kitchen Movement. 

The well directed and successful efforts 
made at Buffalo through the inaugura- 
tion of the famous Rice Kitchen and 
Restaurant there, is leading the Rice As- 
sociation of America to push its work 
along still more comprehensive lines. The 
Rice Kitchen -at Charleston is one of the 
most pronounced successes in the splen- 
did exposition soon to close in that quaint 
old town. 'Now the news comes from 
Washington that Congressman Adolph 
Meyer and others of the Louisiana dele- 
gation, dined at the Rice Kitchen in 
Washington and were surprised and de- 
lighted with the many delicious dishes 
that were there served with Louisiarta 
rice as their chief component. 

As the Rice Kitchen experiment thus 
far has been at least self sustaining and 
promises to become profitable, it was re- 
cently proposed at a meeting of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Rice Associa- 
tion to organize the Louisiana and Texas 
Rice Kitchen Company, with a capital of 
$100,000, for the purpose of establishing 
rice kitchens in the leading cities of the 
United States to teach the people how to 
cook, serve and eat rice. Demonstra- 
tions or cooking lessons are to be given 
in the kitchen daily. The whole matter 
was to be acted on at Beaumont, Texas, 
at the regular monthly meeting of the 
directors of the Rice Association, and we 
have no doubt it can be made a success. 



Th« Ascensioa Club. 

This well known organization, which 
succeeds to the duties as well as to the 
delights of the Ascension Branch Sugar 



Planters' Association, had its annual 
meeting, election and dinner last week, 
as was duly recounted fn these columns 
by our Ascension correspondent. The 
whole function was a pleasant one from 
beginning to end, barring any slight 
headache that may kave possibly attacked 
some of the members the following morn- 
ing. 

Honorable Henry McCall was re-elect- 
ed president and he has filled that position 
and in the earlier association for many 
years, and we trust will do s,o for many 
years to come, as no more able, earnest 
or fearless advocate of the cause of the 
sugar planters of Louisiana can be found 
iN this state than Hon. Henry McCall. 

The Ascension Club, domiciled right 
in the heart of one of the best, if not the 
very best, sugar district in the state, in- 
cludes in its* membership nearly all the 
leading sugar planters of the parish, and 
its membership extends to the adjacent 
parishes, and its chief mission, the bet- 
terment of the sugar industry along all 
possible proper lines, is a grand one. Its 
success in the past is a guarantee for the 
future, and under the control of its ex- 
cellent officers, headed by the Hon. Henry 
McCall, we may always be certain of find- 
ing Ascension in the front along all pro- 
gressive lines. 



Thompson J. Bird. 

There died on Tuesday, May 6, at the 
age of 74 years, in the city of Baton 
Rouge, one of the most distinguished cit- 
izens of this state and one of the chief 
promoters, if not the chief promoter of 
that forward movement in agricultural 
matters in Louisiana that characterized 
the last two decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. As Commissioner of Agriculture 
under Governors McEnery and Nicholls 
administrations from 1884 to 1890, Ma- 
jor Thompson J. Bird came to the front 
as one of the most enlightened atid pro- 
gressive men of the times and used all 
of his great influence to promote agri- 
cultural organization in this state; to or- 
ganize and develop our several experi- 
ment stations that followed the enact- 
ment of the Hatch bill and to organize 
and develop our Louisiana State Agri- 
cultural Society. He thus aided in bring- 
ing before the agriculturists of this state 
everywhere the most advanced views of 
modem times, handling the whole matter 
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with consummate ability, great tact and 
splendid success. 

Thompson J. Bird was no novice in 
agricuUure. He was a sugar planter of 
the old regime and knew the matters 
agricultural whereof he talked. He ap- 
preciated the forward movements mak- 
ing in agricultural matters the world over 
and was persisting and untiring in his 
efforts to bring his own state fully abreast 
of the times, and we all owe to him far 
more than we can express in these few 
lines. 

To others will fall the duty of recount- 
ing the virtues of Thompson J. Bird as a 
successful ante-bellum sugar planter, as a 
confederate soldier of spotless reputation, 
splendid bravery and great ability. When 
his cause went down in defeat, he uncom- 
plainingly went to work to retrieve his 
fallen fortunes. He accepted the arbi- 
trament of the sword and soon became 
one of the leading factors in the new in- 
dustrial development of Louisiana. As 
such it was our good fortune frequently 
to be thrown into close relations with 
him and we learned to love and admire 
the man. .His memory will be cherished 
by all those who knew him well, during 
all the days to come. 



Dr. riorris' Recent Address. 

In his recent address before the dele- 
gates from the various West Indian sugar 
producing colonies. Dr. Morris adverted 
to what now everywhere in the cane su- 
gar world is the dominant question, and 
that is how to produce better canes than 
are now in cultivation in the cane sugar 
world. Dr. Morris believes that the cane 
sugar scientists are now experimenting 
along the right lines, but that the solution 
of the problem will require patient and 
reliable experiments during a number of 
years. The characteristics of the leading 
varieties of sugar cane must be studied 
and proper foundations laid for the ex- 
pected improvements. Dr. Morris indi- 
cates a reasonable hope of increasing the 
sugar content of some canes as much as 
50 per cent. 

Dr. Morris has in hand experiments in 
fertilizing sugar cane in the West Indies, 
studies of the diseases of the sugar cane 
there, and especially of fungoid diseases, 
as well as investigations of the attack of 
sugar cane by insects. The central fac- 
tory problem, its advantages and disad- 
vantages, came in for consideration and 
all in all the Doctor has his hands full of 
work, enough for years to come, and in 
which we wish him every success and 
know that success will come to him if 
honest endeavor, great ability and untir- 
ing enterprise and industry can accom- 
plish it. 



Labor Saving Devices. 

The shortage of the labor supply dur- 
ing the past campaign has given a new 
impetus to the endeavors which have in 
recent years been made in Louisiana to 
perfect labor saving devices for the eco- 
nomical handling of sugar cane. During 
the last grinding season the short supply 
of hands was an extremely serious pro- 
blem which had to be faced by our sugar 
planters and it resulted disastrously in 
many cases, many of them being caught 
with a large amount of standing cane 
when the severe freezes of the winter 
reached us, which would have gone 
through the mill previous to the arrival 
of dangerously low temperatures if the 
labor supply had been adequate. 

Our attention has recently been called 
to two machines which have been devised 
for the purpose of loading cane in the 
field. A successful cane loader would 
be a boon of the very greatest magnitude 
to our sugar planting fraternity and 
would result in a large saving in expense 
and would enable them to get tlieir crop 
out of the way more promptly and expe- 
ditiously than is now possible. 

Mr. J. D. Martinez who has for sev- 
eral years managed the Alhambra plan- 
tation of Gen. W. J. Behan in Iberville 
parish has invented an automatic cane 
loader which is built of jron and drawn 
by four mules and which appears to be 
inexpensive in its construction and easily 
handled. Gen. Behan who has seen the 
machine operate has taken an active in- 
terest in it, ^and through his assistance 
they are now having a complete one con- 
structed, which will be ready for inspec- 
tion by all of our sugar planters some 
time in June. Mr. Martinez, who has 
been eminently successful as a plantation 
manager, will, we trust, be equally suc- 
cessful in his new role as an inventor, and 
either he or Gen. Behan, who are now in 
Whitecastle, La., will be glad to furnish 
all information to those who may be in- 
terested. 

The other machine has been invented 
by Mr. J. O. Wright, the well-known 
dredge builder, whose office is in the 
Godchaux Building, New Orleans. Mr. 
Wright's loader consists of a four-wheel 
truck, or wagon, on which there is an 
upright engine and boiler which operates 
a hoist, and, adopting an idea from his 
dredging experience, Mr. Wright has ar- 
ranged on this wagon a derrick and grap- 
ple which swings from side to side and 
which picks cane from the ground with 
remarkable ease and facility and deposits 
it in the wagon. 

In both of these loaders there are many 
ingenious features, although they differ 
radically in the general ideas which are 
involved. 

The Martinez cane loader picks up the 
cane with a rake and carries it up from 
the ground and into the wagon by an in- 



genious movable carrier, while the 
W^right machine, as stated above, oper- 
ates with a grapple and swingiuj^^ derrick, 
and is evidently the outcome of Mr. 
Wright's extensive experience in dredge 
building, where Jie has had to pick up 
things that are harder to handle than su- 
gar cane. Th€ Wright machine will 
shortly be also ready for exhibition and 
he has already had a somewhat crude 
model, of full size, working successfully 
with a lot of cane which he procured at 
the end of the last grinding season from 
Mr. Godchaux. All of our sugar plant- 
ers will watch with interest the comple- 
tion of the specimen machines of both 
Mr. Wright and Mr. Martinez. 



riore Beet Su^ar Factories. 

From a recent report of Mr .James 
Wilson, U. S. Secretary of Agriculture, 
a number of new beet sugar factories are 
to be erected in the United States at 
once. Among them Mr. Wilson names 
several to be located in California, viz: 

Hemet to cost % 500,000 

Hueneme to cost 500,000 

Anderson to cost 1,000,000 

Tehama to cost 500,000 

Los Angeles to cost 1,000,000 

In the entire country Secretary Wilson 
anticipates an immediate investment of 
$49,000,000 in beet sugar factories. In 
this connection Secretary Wilson says: 

'The results in California the year 1901 
were good. Most factories report favor- 
ably regarding the beet-sugar crop. Sugar 
beets grown in California are always so high 
in quality and purity that their yield of 
sugar goes a long way toward making up 
. for the low tonnage of beets in unfavorable 
years, but the past year the tonnage has 
been good. 

"An idea can be formed of California's im- 
portance in the sugar industry by noting 
that she was able to provide sugar enough 
to supply about seven-eighths of the con- 
sumption of all Pacific coast states, which 
is about 165,000,000 pounds. In this state 
there are many projects under consideration 
for further extending this important in- 
dustry within its borders. It is quite prob- 
able in the near future that she will be 
doubling her present output." 



Th« Charleston Exposition. 

The beautiful exposition in the quaint old 
city of Charleston is about to close and 
another week will find its beautiful grounds 
peopled by the busy multitude of sight-seers 
for the last time. 

No more enjoyable frip could be made by 
those who have opportunity than to spend 
next week, the last of the season, at Charles- 
ton, where, aside from the many ezpo^tion 
attractions may be found three of the oldest 
churches in America, two of the historic 
fortresses of the world — Moultrie and Suh>- 
ter, the best harbor south of New York on 
the Atlantic coast of the United States, his- 
toric mansions which were old at the Declar- 
ation of Independence, streets pared and 
houses built with material brought from Eng- 
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land, the site of the New United States Naval 
Station at Chicora Park, the most beautiful 
cemetery in the United States, the only tea 
farm in America where tea is grown for sale, 
the most beautiful magnolia and asalea gar- 
den in America — Magnolia-on-the-Ashley, the 
handsomest government building in the 
South, if not in America, the only city in the 
United States which has preserved its an- 
cient beauties and peculiarities intact, and 
having a style of architecture peculiar to 
its own, the city which was in the past and 
will be in the future, the great port of entry 
of the South Atlantic coast. 



Patents Relating to Sugar. 

Reported for the Louisiana Planter by Byrnes 4b 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National Union Bldg 
Washington, D. C. 

The sugar interests are represented in the 
issue of May 6 by a single patent, No. 699,- 
321, issued to Ludwig Hirt, of Grevenbroich, 
Prussia. This is a centrifugal machine of 
the peculiar type used for the conversion of 
masse cuite into formed masses of sugar, 
such as blocks, plates or the familiar small 
cubes. The direct production of these mold- 
ed forms necessitates that the centrifugal be 
divided interiorly by parallel plates extend- 
ing between the upper and lower casings of 
the basket; this in turn involves the Inser- 
tion around the inner periphery of the bas- 
ket of metal sectors, triangular in cross sec- 
tion, with their acute angles projecting in- 
wardly. These sectors are tightly closed 
against access of steam or liquids and of 
course represent so much lost space in the 
capacity of the centrifugal; the remaining 
space however, is divided into parallelograms 
into which the appropriate molds may be in- 
serted. 

Granting that this general construction is 
the best — a proposition which may involve 
some differences of opinion — the problem 
becomes one of details, to form tightly closed 
sectors, rigidly secured yet readily remov- 
able, and all accurately balanced. It is with 
these details that the patentee deals. 

A curious proposition patented by Winfleld 
S. Keyes, of San Francisco, should not pass 
without notice: this is a suggestion that 
crude petroleum be employed as a protecting 
coating for levees. Some quite remarkable 
claims are made as regards the efficiency of 
such a coating in forming a crust, unaffect- 
ed by wave action and impermeable to the 
boring fraternity. Certainly the Mississippi 
would make a most effective outlet for the 
Beaumont product. 

The patent issue of May 13th contains 
much matter of interest to the sugar indus- 
try. 

Messrs. Spreckels & Kern, whose process 
for the purification of sugar products has 
been heretofore described in these columns, 
disclose more fully in two current patents, 
Nos. 699,933 and 700,099, their exact proce- 
dure. As heretofore described, their method 
consists broadly in subjecting any interme- 
diate product of the sugar manufacture to 



the action of sulfonated oil or resin. Such 
sulfonated compounds are liquids which are 
immiscible with sugar solutions, but which 
possess considerable solvent power for the 
impurities ordinarily associated with sugar 
and especially for those impurities usually 
collectively reported as "ash." For treat- 
ment of juices, syrups, or molasses it suffices 
to mix the sulfonated compound with the 
solution, preferably adding fuller's earth or 
similar material to thicken the cleanser, and 
then by filtration to separate the purified 
sugar solution. Raw sugar or other crystal- 
lized products are first mixed with the cleans- 
ing agent in excess, then centrifugalled. The 
employment of the sulfonated derivitives as a 
centrifugal wash is not suggested, but might 
perhaps be effective. 

Mr. John Werner, of Rochester, N. Y., has 
patented (No. 699,730) a syrup tank, rec- 
tangular in plan, and provided with a V- 
shaped bottom, carrying a swinging valve 
extending the entire length of the tank. The 
device is intended for quickly cooling the 
syrup, and is fitted with a large number of 
vertical pipes, square in section, and ex- 
tending between top and bottom water-heads. 
Between these water-heads cold water or 
other refrigerant is circulated. 

Mr. Eugene R. Edson, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
in patent No. 699,793, covers a jet condenser 
for "Dry" vacuum installations. The con- 
denser is of the general form in common 
use, the water issuing, however, in sheets 
from horizontal slots extending the entire 
length of the injector pipe. A further novel 
feature is a supplemental condenser for the 
residual gas, interposed between the primary 
•ondensor and the suction of the vacuum 
pump. This supplemental condenser is seat- 
ed upon the main condenser and comprises 
a chamber with a central perforated sinuous 
conduit for the gases; water admitted to 
the surrounding space is projected through 
the descending gases, and is then deflected 
outwardly to the walls of the primary con- 
denser, in order not to interfere with the 
falling Pheets. ^ 

A claim of this patent covers broadly, in 
connection with the necessary parts of the 
condenser, the transverse slotted injector. 



Trade Notes. 



Fusible Plugs — The recent action of the 
United States Treasury Department in en- 
forcing the provisions of Section 4436 of the 
United States Revised Statutes, regarding 
the specifications as to the manufacture of 
fusible plugs, has attracted considerable at- 
tention to this article. 

Fusible plugs have been used in boilers 
for a great many years, and the government, 
recognizing the important function of this 
boiler accessory, requires that all plugs used 
on boilers of steam vessels should be made 
of bronze and have no other filling but pure 
Banca tin. 

Many plugs have been offered on the mar- 
ket which are filled with fusible alloys com- 



posed of other metals, which, although melt- 
ing at very near the same point as Banca 
tin. were not absolutely reliable. Since the 
disaster at Philadelphia last fall, the United 
States Steaniboat Inspection Service of the 
Treasury Department has taken cognizance 
of the fact that inferior plugs were offered 
upon the market and issued a circular re- 
quiring that all fusible plugs should be 
filled with pure Banca tin and stamped with 




INSIDE TYPE 



OUTRIDE TYPE 



the manufacturer's name, and that an affl> 
davit setting forth this fact should be filed 
with the inspector having charge pf the 
boiler inspection at whatever point the plugs- 
were used. 

The Lunkenheimer Company have manu- 
factured fusible plugs for a number of years^ 
all of which comply with these specificationB^ 
and, having made affidavit before the United , 
States Steamboat Inspection Service, to the 
effect that their plugs comply with these re- 
quirements, the ^same are accepted by all 
inspectors throughout the United States. 

Herewith are illustrated two forms ot 
plugs: namely, the outside and inside pat- 
terns, same to be screwed in either from the 
inside of the boiler or from the outside 
through the fire box or shell. 

These plugs are manufactured by the Lun- 
kenheimer Company, of Cincinnati, O., wha 
will be pleased to give further particulara 
upon application. 



Personal^ 

Mr. A. Livaudais, who is the right hand 
man of Mr. John D. Minor, on their big 
Southdown place in Terrebonne parish, was 
in the city a few days ago. Mr. Livaudais' 
errand to New Orleans was a melancholy^ 
one, he having been called to the city by the 
Illness and death of his father. 

Mr. H. Patout, of Patoutville, La., who is, 
a very progret-sive sugar planter, was a re- 
cent guest of the Cosmopolitan hotel. Every- 
thing on Mr. Patent's place is strictly up-to- 
date and the best of its kind. 

Mr. E. L. Monnot and Mrs. Monnot, of As- 
sumption, parish, were recent guests of the 
Grunewaid hotel. Mr. Monnot Is widely^ 
known throughout the sugar district and is- 
one of the most highly esteemed citizens of 
Assumption parish. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark and Mr. F. B. Williams^ 
of St. Mary parish, were both at the St. 
Charles hotel on Sunday. 

Hon. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche parish^ 
was at the St. Charles hotel during the early 
part of the week. 
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LOCAL LBTTHRS. 



Ascension. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The complaint of unseasonableness cannot 
be justly made against the weather that has 
prevailed in this section during the past 
week, at least in the matter of temperature. 
The average of heat and sunshine has been 
steadily increasing, as it should do to keep 
"up-to-date" with the advancing flight of 
time along the calendar, and "the only kick 
coming" (if "Ascension" may be pardoned 
the lapse into the picturesquie slang of the 
day which seems to be an almost indispens- 
able component part of modern English "as 
she Is spoke") the only ground for serious 
objection to existing weather conditions is 
on the score of Insufficient rain. Several 
showers of variable extent and volume visit- 
ed thib parish last week, but in very few lo- 
calities was tJie quantity of precipitation 
sufficient to meet the needs of the soil asd 
crops. 

Manager J. Eiphege LeBlanc reports but 
one of these showers was heavy enough to 
put a stop to plowing on Belle Terre planta- 
tion, which Is only three miles from Ddnald- 
sonville, and that even in this single in- 
stance the stoppage of field work was of 
very brief duration. Further down the 
Bayou Lafomrche, and also down the river, 
the precipitation was much more copious, 
and on many places in those directions the 
rainfall was ample for the time being. The 
northern and western portipns of Ascension 
appear to have been favored more than the 
other parts of the parish in this particular. 

Word comes from the Miles places at Bum- 
side that "It's very dry down here and we 
need rain badly," and a similar need is evi- 
dent in many other localities. 

It will be pleasing to her legion of friends 
and those of her estimable and widely known 
husband to learn that Mrs. t5am. J. Boote. 
of Burnside, whose serious illness was re- 
ported in this corresponaence last week, is 
considerably better. "Ascension" reiterates 
the hope that Mrs. Boote may soon be re- 
stored to health. 

Following the lead of the majority of su- 
gar planters in this section, the town au- 
thorities of Donaldsonville are preparing to 
substitute fuel oil for coal at the powerhouse 
of the municipal light an^ water plant, and 
the new equipment is nearly ready for test- 
ing. One of the disadvantages of the use 
of the new fuel — for it mu«t have some 
drawbacks, albeit by no means even rela- 
tively comparable with its merits — is Its 
tendency to mar and destroy paint Upon 
houses and other objects with which the 
smoke and exhaust steam come in contact 
This effect is apparent in a marked degree on 
the steamer Oracle Kent, which commonly 
lies at her Donaldsonville landing in close 
proximity to the Tempest, Louisiana and 
other oil-burning steam craft. The Grade's 



lily-white coat of pain has grown dingy and 
blackened in a very short space of time, 
and her owners, the Burnside and Donald- 
sonville Packet Company, Ltd., are by no 
moans pleased with the fact It is now in 
order for some ingenious person to discover 
the cause of this damaging effect of oil smoke 
and steam on paint and to devise some anti- 
dote for the deleterious result. 

ASCENSIOrf. 



Iberville. 



(SPECIAL COBRESPONDENCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been most favorable since 
last report, enabling our planters to lay by 
most of their corn in splendid shape and the 
peas planted just before and after the rain 
are up to a fine stand. Both cane and corn 
are looking well, the former suckering und 
the latter growing vigorously. The corn 
first planted is tasselling. Crops are nice 
and clean and we have not seen them look- 
better at this stage since 1890. The only 
drawback now seems to be a scarcity of labor, 
from which many conclude there will be 
trouble in securing sufficient to harvest the 
crop a few months hence. 

From a gentleman whose business has re- 
cently taken Jiim in the different sections of 
the parish and out into the fields, we learn 
that everywhere crops of all kinds are most 
promising. 

One section of the parish less favored than 
others this season is Point Pleasant, the 
bountiful rain of last week was not vouch- 
safed to it, and crops there are suffering. 
The rainfall at St. Gabriel was barely suffi- 
cient but the planters there are not com- 
plaining. 

From Mr. Charlton W. Locke, ©f the plant- 
ing firm of Ventress Bros. & Locke, of Sun- 
shine, we learn that they have erected a 
large tank for fuel oil, which they will use 
in lieu of coal. Their own crop at Granada 
will consist of 450 acres of excellent cane for 
the mill. A large acreage^ was planted to 
corn, for experience has taught them that 
it pays best to raise their own feed and fertil- 
ize with peas. Mr. and Mrs. Locke were 
visitors to New Orleans this week. 

Mr. Sipaon LeBlanc, of St. Gabriel, recently 
lost eight fine mules and Messrs. Ventress 
Bros, of Sunshine three from the use, it is 
thought, of certain commercial mixed feeds. 

Messrs. Holloway & Postell, of Plaquemine, 
will install an oil burning plant at their 
Evergreen sugar house and so -too will their 
neighbors Messrs. A. Adler & Co., at Rebecca. 

Mr. Theodore Landry, of Sunshine, has re- 
cently acquired the Magnolia sugar mill from 
Messrs. Ventress Bros., and will replace his 
little Lucky mill with it, and almost double 
the present capacity of his house. Mr. 
Landry bas built up quite a reputation as a 
syrup manufacturer and his goods are much 
sought after at top prices. 

Mr. J. D. Martinez, of White Castle, the 
clever manager of Gen. W. J. Behan's Alham- 



bra plantation, is again at work on his cane 
loading apparatus, with fine prospects of 
making something practical and serviceable. 

The fair held at Plaquemine on the 18th, 
19th and 20th proved to be a great social 
event and the result financially was gratify- 
ing to Rev. M. R. Harnais, the pastor of St. 
John's Church, who suggested the fair as a 
means to paint and complete the edifice in 
honor of his silver jubilee as rector and the 
golden jubilee of the parish. 

In the suit of Wm. L. Bernard, trustee of 
the bankrupt Gustave Guliry. versus Froisin 
Guidry, a rice planter formerly of this par- 
ish, but at present of West Baton Rouge, 
Judge Talbot rendered a decision this week 
in favor of the defendant, dismissing plain- 
tiff's suit as in case of non suit. An appeal 
has been taken to the Supreme Court 

Ibebvtli^. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It is gratifying to be able to report that 
the crop situation remains quite encouraging, 
and that nothing has occurred to mar the 
roseate report sent out from this parish last 
week. If current rumors are to be believed, 
the crop prospects in the lower portion of 
West Baton Rouge are more promising than 
elsewhere in the parish. In that section thfey 
have had an abundance of rain — almost too 
much, some planters claim. Imdeed,. the 
rains were so heavy that field work had to 
be stopped several days, during which time 
the crops became somewhat grassy. No one 
objected to this overplus of precipitation, as 
the crops had begun to suffer from the pro- 
tracted dry spell that prevailed earlier in 
the spring. In the c»entral ana upper por- 
tions of the parish while the rainfall has 
not been as abundant as In the lower section, 
the crops are progressing as well as could be 
expected under the circumstances, and no 
serious complaint has been heand from any 
source. Some pretty cane crops are reported 
in upper West Baton Rouge, notably those of 
Smithfield, Orange Grove and Catherine. 

Real "growing" weather har. at list set 
in, the unseasonably cool weather that pre- 
vailed a week or two ago having given placj 
to normal temperatures. For instance, the 
thermometer yesterday showed a tempera- 
ture ofi 92 degrees in the shade. This, with 
timely rains, "will bring the canes out a- 
pepping," as one planter expresses it For 
some time field work has been rather back- 
ward, but the splendid cultivating weather 
of the past few weeks has enabled the plant- 
ers to catch up with their work, and the 
indications are now that the crop will be 
laid by as early as usual. 

So far, the rice planters are well pleased 
with their crops, which are very promlslBg. 
The work of weeding was begun on several 
plaoes last Monday. Messrs. LeBlanc and 
Ouidry, who are using fuel oil in pumping 
water from the river, speak in glowing terms 
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of the economy of using oil as compared* 
witu their fuel bills when coal was used. 

Considerable uneasiness was created 
among our planters a week or two ago when 
the announcement was made that a case of: 
charbon had occurred in the central portion 
of the parish. Subsequently an expert vet- 
erinarian stated, after investigating, that the 
disease was not charbon; but the alarm 
caused by the reported appearance of the 
dread stock malady was natural, as Its rav- 
ages here last spring and summer were very 
serious. 

Those planters who are compelled to pur- 
chase feedstuffs or mules are complaining 
bitterly of the high prices now prevailing, 
which force many of them to resort to the 
use of purina in lieu of corn and oats. As 
for mules, they are purchased only when 
absolutely necessary. 

• Th3 labor problem * Is still awaiting solu- 
tion, but the subject has been worn thread- 
bare. Owing to the murde.' of an Italian 
fruit vendor eome weeks ago, a number of 
Dagoes employed on plcmtations in the lower 
portion of the parish left for St. Louis and 
Chicago, thus decreasing the labor supply in 
that section of West Baton Rougk. 



Assumption. 

( SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The rains of last week put to the blush our 
local weather prophets whose predictions of 
continued dry weather I referred to in my 
last letter. 

All vegetation looks decidedly the better 
for the kindness and liberality of Jupiter 
Pluvius, and although in some few locali- 
ties a few grumble because they could not 
lay by. their corn and cow peas at the exact 
time they desired, yet with a few days of 
dry weather even these grumblers will be 
able to get in their peas. We could have 
gotten along with less rain, and I will be 
the last to subscribe to the idea that a wet 
May is a good thing, yet the fact remains 
that the crops look much greener, fresher 
and hardier for the washing, and if they 
can now be properly worked and finally 
laid by in good order the rains will have 
done a very large quota of good. 

Just at present the fields are looking their 
prettiest, corn and cane seemingly close con- 
testants for the prize to be awarded to the 
most flourishing in appearance. From a 
viewpoint of stand there is but little com- 
plaint. The gaps are few and far between, 
and to the eye of the spectator there is some- 
thing peculiarly grateful in the vast ex- 
panse of green. 

Those who were fortunate enough to have 
com farther advanced than their neighbors 
and to get it laid by before the rains of last 
week have a fine stand of peas. 

Several of our progressive rice planters are 
using fuel-oil at their pumps, and express 
themselves as pleased with the saving. Tank- 
building now seems to be the order of the 



day, and on some of the largest factories 
the tremendous tanks loom up, gigantic mon- 
sters of iron. The falling waters of the 
Lafourche will soon put an end to steamboat 
navigation. At a meeting of the Levee Boards 
in New Orleans to have been held to-day, the 
matter of the advisability of damming Bayou 
Lafourche was to be discussed. Mr. E. L. 
Monnot represents the popular side in As- 
sumption in opposing this, save that locks be 
built at once. It is freely predicted that 
much of the town of Donaldsonville that has 
been made of recent years will be reclaimed 
by the Father of Waters, if the water be 
turned from its main channel in Bayou La- 
fourche, and the current diverted. This is a 
matter that the future will show if the pro- 
ject of damming the Lafourche be allowed. 

Mr. Martin will leave for a few days* visit 
to his brother In Beaumont, and will in- 
cidentally visit the oil wells of that famed 
locality. * 

Several former residents of Assumption 
were destroyed in the ill-fated town of St 
Pierre, the family of a lawyer who flourished 
here in the flfties named Gcntil. 

We learn that a new weekly will soon be 
issued at the town of NapoleonvIUe, the pro- 
prietor and editor being Mr. Edward Gianel- 
loni for a long time connected with the 
Pioneer, 

Mrs. Bergeron, one of the oldest citizens of 
the parish died last week, at her residence 
in NapoleonvIUe. ' 

Two weeks of working weather would be 
acceptable now, and then a slow root-soaking 
rain would insure the corn-crop, so at least 
old planters tell me. A plan is under dis- 
cussion looking to the dredging of the com- 
pany canal In the First Drainage District, if 
this be done very much speedier, and neces- 
sarily better drainage will be obtained for 
the large number of acres of fertile sugar 
lands embraced within the territory tributary 
to this canal. 

A dance at the residence of Mr. Aug. Thi- 
baut Is being spoken of at an early date. A 
recent social event was a dance at Elm Hall, 
and with Mr. Godchaux, assisted by Mr. 
Bloom, as the host, success was certain. 

More Anon. 



the concern will be under the management 
of Messrs. Oodchaux and others, by a special 
agreement, which it is calculated will re- 
main in force during the present year, at 
least; therefore the work of entering into 
cane and other contracts for the coming 
grinding season will be gone into right away. 
— Optic. 



St. Mary. 

Taken as a whole the weather for the past 
week could not have been more favorable 
for the cane crop. The warm days and 
nights have developed a rapid growth in 
both plant and stubble cane. The crop Is 
up to the average for this season "of the 
year. 

Riverside has about the prettiest crop of 
cane along the bayou, especially at the lower 
point of the island. That portion is con- 
sidered the richest land In the parish. 

Pending the trial of the matter of whether 
or not the payment of the purchase price of 
the Caffery refinery property by the recent 
purchasers can be demanded before certain 
alleged defects of title are cured by the 
seizing creditors in the way of formalities. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL C0RRB8P0NDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather for the past week has been 
very favorable for farm and outdoor work, 
and crops are looking fine. For a few days 
during the week there was a very hard wind 
prevailing that dried out the lands, but aside 
from that there was no damage done. The 
weather is very warm, the thermometer 
registering around 90 degrees. Ceme, corn, 
oats, rice and cotton are all doing nicely. 
Early oats are being harvested and the crop 
is very satisfactory. Cane is simply fine. 
There was never a better stand or a brighter 
outlook than at present for a full crop. The 
acreage i& a little cut off but the perfect stand 
will quite make up for the decrease. Corn 
Is very fine; the first planting is being laid 
by ard it promises fine returns; late corn is 
also promising. The rice crop is as fine as 
could be asked for. Providence rice is in 
splendid condition. Planting has been fin- 
ished and stands are perfect There are all 
stages of rice In the rice belt of this parish. 
Eraste Mouton heads the list with rice head- 
ing out beautifully. He has several hundred 
acres in this -condition. The canals are run- 
ning full time and people along the canala 
are supplied with all the water that they 
can use and there is no complaint. Some of 
the wells that were put down here this spring 
for Irrigating purposes are giving entire 
satisfaction and others have proven to be a 
failure from a water supplying standpoint. 
It is hardly chargeable to the supply of 
water in the earth but is doubtless caused by 
Inadequate depth of the well. The cotton 
crop is looking very promising. The acre- 
age is considerably smaller than laet year 
owing to the increase in rice acreage. All 
In all there was never a brighter outlook 
for a general good' crop in this parish than 
at present. With adequate rains the crop^ 
returns will be exceptionally large. 

Improvements are being put in all through 
the country to take tiare of the immense rice 
yield that Is expected. A large warehouse is 
to be erected at Erath, there will be one or 
more large warehouses erected at Gueydan, 
and about three between Abbeville and Guey- 
dan on the new railroad. The facilities will 
be ample to handle the crop; the only an- 
ticipated trouble is labor. P. C. M. 



West Veriiiilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBESFONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

As previously advertised an election was- 
held Tuesday, the 20th day of May, in the 
Gueydan Drainage District, for the purpose 
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of ascertaining the feeling of the property 
tax payers of that district relative to in- 
curring an indebtedness of sixty thousand 
($60,000) dollars for the purpose of con- 
structing a system of drainage for the Guey- 
dan Drainage District, which consists of the 
privilege and ratification of the fifty thous- 
and ($50,000) dollars hitherto authorized, 
and an increase thereof of ten thousand 
($10,000) dollars, so as to make a totaFto be 
incurred of sixty thousand dollars. The elec- 
tion was unanimously in favor of the author- 
ization of the Gueydan Drainage District to 
issue sixty thousand dollars of 38 year 5 
per cent interest bearing negotiable bonds. 
In Gueydan, the first precinct, there were 37 
votes cast in favor, and none against, while 
in the second precinct there were .only 5 
votes cast in favor and none against, thus 
giving a total of 42 in favor of drainage and 
none against The citizens of this district 
and especially of the city of Gueydan are 
overjoyed at ihe result of the election, as it 
not only increases the value of real estate, 
but it will bring Into cultivation fully twen- 
ty-five thousand acres of the finest rice land 
in the world, which are tributary to the 
already prosperous little city of Gueydan. 

^ne great majority of our most enterpris- 
ing farmers are about through with their 
rice planting, notwithstandii.g the fact .hat 
all of the southwest Louisiana rice district 
has suffered for rain during the planting 
season. 

All pumping plants, including deep well 
outfits are in active operation, and an enor- 
mous amount of water is being pumped from 
the bayous as well as from- the bowels of 
mother earth, and it is safe to say that fully 
15,000 acres of rice up to this time has been 
watered by canals and 5,000 by deep wells. 

X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The showery weather whicn has prevailed 
over this section of the country for several 
days past, with prospects at this hour for a 
continuance of the same, will, it is feared, 
injure some of the cotton, which now needs 
work, and it will delay ploughing and laying 
by the late corn. 

Th3 ground is now too wet to cultivate as 
well as it should be done at this season, but 
the grass is growing so fast under the in- 
fiuenee of the warm rains that the farmers 
thiuK it advisable to push ahead as best they 
can and try to keep tneir crops as clean as 
possible. Pea plantinpj is going slowly on 
most places, the rains having interfered 
very much with this work. However the 
farmers are still in good spirits and trust 
that the rain will soon stop and allow them 
to finish planting peas, lay by the late corn, 
cut and cure hay, cultivate cane and cotton 
and make what necessary improvements they 
may have in view on their fine places. 

Cane is now making a rapid growth and 
the cane plants have a nne color which, if 



maintained for the next three months, will 
surely bring the greatest tonnage of cane 
to the acre that the planters of this district 
have seen for some time. As soon as the 
rains cease to fall and the ground becomes 
dcy the cane raisers will put their cultivators 
to work and bring the soil up and around the 
young canes, following right after the culti- 
vators with a middle burster break out the 
middles and prepare to lay by the crop as 
early as possible. 

From what has been learned not a few 
of our foremost cane raisers have about 
reached the conclusion that the pea, when 
properly planted, is the best and most eco- 
nomical method of building up the soil and 
increasing the sugar contents of the canes. 

I find that on some places the late rains 
have produced an early growth in some of 
the corn. Some of it is now tasselliHg and 
silking which is unfavorable as it is too 
early for it. The stalks are small and short 
and the little shoots which have grown out 
and are now in silk can not produce more 
than a few grains of com nt the best and 
all such corn fhould be cut and shocked as 
soon as the fodder begins to ripen, and be 
hauled to the barn yard and stacked for 
feeding purposes during the winter months. 

Millet has :nade a fine growth and will 
soon be ready to cut and cure for hay. The 
first crop of alfalfa has been cut, cured and 
housed and is now being f'^d to the work 
animals. Those who planted early potatoes 
are now receiving fancy prices for them in 
St. Louis and Kansas City. 

As I close this for the mail the weather 
is not promising, for it looks as if more 
rain would soon fall. Erin. 



St. James— Right Bank. 

( SPECIAL CORBESPONDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The fears entertained in last week's report 
of a rainy spell, have been dispelled since 
then, as on the contrary, we have been favor- 
ed with the most glorious growing and work 
in^ weather. The last rain we had was 
strictly local, consequently, though we^ave 
had sufficient moisture, our next door neigh- 
bors are still anxiously awaiting the portion 
we were allotted over a week ago. The 
process of distributing fertilizers, and plant- 
ing cow peas has about been finil^hed, and 
already there is some talk of beginning to 
lay by cane in about a fortnight or so, as 
the crop is doing so well. Unless something 
unforeseen turns up before the present crop 
is manufactured, it will prove to be the best 
all round crop, according to the general 
opinion, since the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety. This state of affairs does not con- 
fine itself to cane, com and rice, but also 
applies to everything else agricultural. 
Vegetable gardens were never finer, and 
more rapidly productive, as seeds of every 
kind yielded almost spontaneously to the 
infiuence of favorable weather and cultiva- 
tion. We do not think it is amiss to re- 



mark that the garden seeds sent to nearly 
everybody in such large quantities by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, are 
of a very high grade; they all seem to be 
especially adapted to our soil. In brief, it 
looks as though everything is trying to 
make amends for past failures and short- 
comings. 

The successful experiments made by rice 
planters with fuel oil, and the different burn- 
ers used for that purpose, have renewed 
confidence in the new burning question. Or- 
ders for oil, and burners, are being given 
by the wholesale, ■ and very shortly sugar 
house work will be started. 

Messrs.- Curtis Tucker and Morris Neames, 
two of our most energetic and wide-awake 
young men, are now In the employ of Mr. 
Milsaps, who is connected with a well-known 
life insurance company; they will, no doubt, 
be as successful in their new venture as they 
were as members of the Armant engineer- 
ing corps, of the Miles Planting and Manu- 
facturing Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Tucker, of Armant 
plantation, attended the funeral of their rela- 
tive, Mrs. Garret, of Myrtle Grove plantation, 
which took place in Plaquemlne last Sun* 
day. , 

St. James. 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBRSPOKDKN-CE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

ILAst Wednesday evening our vicinity 
caught a strong and good shower, and since 
then the watery element has taken its flight 
,elsewhere without returning to us in the 
slightest degree. Fair and excessively warm 
weather prevails since almost a week, mak- 
ing summer's arrival felt very perceptibly. 
Whilst heat is one of the mala essentials to 
promote the growth of the canes, more 
moisture is greatly required as. though we 
have had several good rains, the necessary 
amount has not yet been obtained. The crops 
are thriving well, however, and with the 
good outlook 30 far, the planters rest a little 
more satisfied. The crops in the lower part 
of the parish are in a much finer condition 
than the/ were at this time last year. Thi 
cane crop on Oneida deserves special men- 
tion in that line. On a recent ride made by 
your correspondent in that district I noticed 
the difference from this time last year. The 
cane crops all along the line show a perfect 
stand and the corn is above the average 
height On Bourbon plantation, of the Misses 
Tessier, we note mc^rked improvement; all 
the plantation houses nave been repaired and 
covered anew. The lov/er part of the parish 
is known as the rice district, as it is almost 
entirely cultivated in this cereal, and a 
pump is seen at every few steps, many of 
these rice crops coming as far as the road 
in the front, thus making irrigation easily 
attained. 

The use of oil as fuel is not regarded as 
such a bright discovery as was at first 
thought, as the price of oil is going up daily, 
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making it almost as expensive as coal in the 
end. 

Mr. E. Bourgeois, of Rapidan plantation, 
was in New Orleans last week, undecided 
whether to contract for the erection of oil 
tank, etc., or to purchase coal for the next 
season, but, after deliberating with some 
wise heads, he gave up the idea of oil and 
contracted for 3,000 bbls. of coal; the es- 
tablishment of oil in the Rapidan factory 
would mean an expense of about $5,000. Mr. 
Bourgeois has not been well for the past 
winter, but has recuperated quite encourag- 
ingly and a little visit to New Orleans seems 
to have cheered him up considerably. 

The body of young Roy Custaborder, who 
wa^ drowned in the excursion from Lutcher 
a week ago, was found at College Point, 
Saturday morning. Convent. 



L^wer Coast. 



( SPECIAL COBRBSPOKDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The Lower Coast has enjoyed a week of 
ideal cane weather since the 13th instant. 
There have been seven successive days and 
nights of unusually high temperature, great 
atmospheric humidity and a fair amount of 
rainfall without any local excessive precipita- 
tion. In the upper part of Plaquemines par- 
ish the complaint is heard that the rains 
have been insufficient; in the lower part the 
agriculturists say they might have just as 
well got along with less. But the average 
has been reasonable and highly beneficial to 
the growing sugar crop. Leading sugar 
planters of this region say that, with the 
relative progress of this past week continued 
up to June first, most of the Lower Coast 
cane crop will be at that date well ahead 
of an average season. 

In perusing the full report in the last 
issue of the Planter of the general discus- 
sion on the subject of growing sweeter cane 
by the members of the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association one's attention is at- 
tracted by a remark from a distinguished 
member of that organization that he had 
noted in certain fields an unaccountable thin- 
ning out of the stand of cane which original- 
ly came up. In numerous instances the same 
fact or feature Jias been observed below 
the city. In the spring of 1899, after the 
memorable blizzard of February 12-14, when 
the mercury fell below 10 degrees Fahrenheit 
on the Lower Coast, when the stubble seemed 
unusually belated and doubtful, the writer 
of this letter picked out a number of marked 
or particular rows in different fields and for 
three weeks daily counted the stubble shoots 
thereon. Noting the death of a large per- 
centage of these shoots when they reached 
the height of five or six inches he did a 
little private digging to discover any destroy- 
ing insect as the cause of the death of the 
shoots. No insects could be found with 
strong magnifying glasses; but the mother 
stubble seemed to have had the substance 
.and sap frozen and dried out of it; and the 



germinated eyes, though strong enough to 
open their blades to the air, died before they 
could perform their self-rooting functions, 
from the lack of the necessary natural nour- 
ishment in their original source. In mammal 
analogy it was as if the newly born offspring 
had been deprived of the maternal breast. 
The severe freezes of February, 1895, Febru- 
ary, 1899, and December, 1901, were respons- 
ible for these results probably in causing, 
where they occurred, the freezing and sub- 
sequent decomposition and drying up of 
the stubble sap without originally freezing 
and killing the vital eye-germ. At one time 
in Texas some of the largest cane growers 
covered their nrst year stubo.e as soon as 
possible after the plant cane was cut with 
two heavy furrows of four-mule plows. They 
reported the operation highly protective and 
successful. But planters could afford to per- 
form extra field-work with sugar at seven 
cents that they are unable to have done with 
their product at just one-half that price. 

There seems to be about double the aver- 
age planted in corn this year in Plaquemines 
parish, compared with the area devoted to 
that grain last season. As our local sugar 
region can raise as much corn to the aqre 
as the Middle West, "the granary of the 
world, it seems surely the wisest plan, with- 
out other considerations, to keep our wasted 
millions of mule-feed money in healthy cir- 
culation at home. 

The chronically meteorologically afflicted 
small rice planters of the Lower Coast are 
lifting loud lamentations at the remarkably 
low river for the season. Unless we have 
early redeeming rainfalls to a heavy degree 
the Plaquemines parish rice crop has the 
early unfavorable promise of another con- 
siderable shortage for 1902. The larger 
planters of our lowland cereal can resort to 
artificial steam irrigation depending on pa- 
troleum for cheap fuel. But the lesser farm- 
ers have to depend on Providence. Com- 
paratively the least of these limited agricul- 
. turists seem to have as much to bother his 
brains and strain his nerves as the largest 
sugar producer in Louisiana. "G." 



Barat^ria. 



( SPECIAL CORKE8P0NDBNCB. ) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

With daily indications of rain since a 
week, we have had little more than light 
showers, so far, which merely serve to damp- 
en the soil, while what the planters want 
and are hoping to get soon, is a rain that 
would thoroughly soak the ground. Rice 
sowing is nearing the end, and all interested 
are watching their first planting, in the 
hopes of getting the stand desired. Mr. Pam- 
phile Bossier, of Ida, was in the lead this 
year in early planting, and he expects to 
ship some early rice. Mr. Bossier is an en- 
ergetic and up-to-date young planter, and 
deserves all the success that comes to him. 
He has used thife year the disc press drill for 



sowing and thinks highly of it, having had 
very satisfactory results from its use. 

We found Mr. Paul Moutz, of Ninta, busily 
engaged in irrigating his last planting, he 
seemed well pleased with his stand of rice, 
and is pushing work ahead with vigor. He 
had a good yield last year, but hopes for 
even better results this season. On Ber- 
trand the young rice presents a fine appear- 
ance and Messrs. Vick- and Converse can 
reasonably expect abundant profits from 
their 600 acre crop. Mr. Frank West, the 
manager of Mertrand is at present in New 
Orleans, seriously ill, but it is to be hoped 
that his recovery will be speedy and that 
he will soon be back on the plantation to 
resume his field occupations. 

Honduras rice has been generally planted 
this season on the bayou with the exception 
of Bertrand and Unity, where about seventy- 
five or one hundred acres were planted in 
Japan rice. Babatabia. 



Trade Notes. 

Oil Burners and Tanks — The attention of 
our readers is directed to the advertisement 
in this issue of the Petroleum Iron Works, 
of Washington, Pa., makers of oil storage 
tanks and oil burning equipment. Their 
representative here is that well-known en- 
gineer, Mr. W. P. Luck, 510 Godchaux build- 
ing, and they have equipped already some 
of the largest sugar houses in the state. 
They possess such wide experience in this 
work and such complete facilities that all 
their installations have proved wonderfully 
satisfactory. 



Personal. 

Messrs. J. W. Barnett and J. A. Barnett, 
of the Shadyside plalhtation in Bayou Teche. 
were among the recent visitors to the city. 
These gentlemen have their fine plantation 
in splendid shape and there is every prob- 
ability of a heavy yield of cane on Shadyside 
at harvest time. 

Mr. J. D. Martinez, manager of the Al- 
hambra plantation of Gen. W. J. Behan, was 
in New Orleans on Tuesday last. Mr. Mar- 
tinez is one of the most competent planta- 
tion managers in the state of Louisiana and 
the Alhambra place which is always in the 
pink of condition is a splendid testimonial to 
his efficiency. 

Hon. A. Price, of the Arcadia plai'tation 
in Lafourche parish, was at the St. Charles 
hotel on Tuesday. He was accompanied by 
Mrs. Price. 

Mr. John R. Todd, the well-known sugar 
planter of St. Mary parish, was a recent 
guest of the Hotel Denechaud. 

Mr. C. H. Todd, of Washington, Pa., the 
prominent oil burner man was in the city 
during the past week. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, who is widely known as 
a sugar house engineer, left during the past 
week foi Georgia where he goes to attend 
to some matters of business connected with 
the development of the sugar making indus- 
try in that state. 

Senator J. D. Fisher, of Baton Rouge, was 
at the St. Charles hotel on Wednesday last. 

Mr. A. M. Underwood, of Franklin, La., 
and a leading member of the firm of Under- 
wood & Short, came down to New Orleans a 
few days ago and made his headquarters at 
the Cosmopolitan hotel. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

(special cobbvspondbmcb.) 

Berlin, Apbil 3, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A striking example of the fickleness of 
April weather has been furnished by the 
week under review. Whilst the preceding 
week closed with the finest spring tem- 
perature imaginable, the last seven days 
are leaving sad traces of violent frosts which 
particularly occurred during the nights from 
Sunday to Monday and Tuesday. The ther- 
mometer sank as low as 4 degrees G. and in 
the mountainous sections such as Silesia 
and in the Harz mountains snow storms of 
uncommon violence have taken place. These 
frosts will tell on the fruit trees just blossom- 
ing and on several crops whilst the beets 
have not suffered very much, the sowings 
being fortunately (!) so much backward 
that only a small part of them had germin- 
ated and sprouted. Of these of course some 
fields will have to be turned over and re- 
sown, which latter operation, although not 
at all corresponding with the husbandman's 
program of outdoor work, will be achieved 
without much difficulty, as the season Is not 
yet too much advanced for it. The seed 
latterly confided to the soil has not stirred 
yet, the cold hampering nearly all kinds of 
vegetation in its development. But at the 
last hour rainy weather is setting in, which 
will prove favorable in this respect provided 
the temperature gets seasonably warm. Ex- 
actly the same weather as described above 
has prevailed in Austria with the same con- 
sequences, whilst in the western district less 
harm has been done, the frosts there hav- 
ing been of a lighter character. From Russia 
no material changes are reported. 

The guesswork with regard to this year's 
beet area has continued without contributing 
much to the enlightening of the trade. Mean- 
time the inquiries of the statistical union 
are carried on and by them more reliable 
figures will be placed at the disposal of those 
interested in the sugar industry. On this 
occasion it may be well to bear in mind, 
that it would not do this year to simply 
conclude from the petrcentage of the de- 
creased area the decrease of sugar produc- 
tion — at least in Germany. It is quite out 
of question that a good deal of the beets 
grown this season will not be worked and it 
is furthermore safe to say that not all the 
sugar extracted will be employed for table 
use. The mode of using sugar for feeding 
purposes has taken so much root with the 
farmers that certainly large quantities of 
low sugar will by these means be withheld 
from the market. 

The new sugiar law is placed on the 
calendar of the Reichstag for next Monday. 
The parties supporting the bill and the im- 
perial government hope to see it passed In 
a short time, whilst the opposing parties will 
do all in their power to prevent an over-hasty 
decision, and for this nurpose they want to 



have it submitted as a special commission. 
In this case, however, it is doubtful whether 
the bill will become law in this session, for 
the latter is nearlng its end, at least it is 
next to impossible to get the members of the 
Reichstag together in a sufficient number 
until after Whitsuntide. There are particu- 
larly two points in the law provoking almost 
universal criticism, these are the amount of 
the sugar tax — M. 16 for 100 kilograms — and 
the protection of 6 francs for 100 kilograms 
refined and 5 francs 60 cent, for the same 
quantity of raw sugar. As to the former 
point it has been argued that in order to 
indemnify the industry for the lost bounties 
the government should, by all means,' facili- 
tate the development of consumption and 
especially by collecting as low a duty as pos- 
sible. But the amount proposed in the bill, 
which represents only a reduction of 4 
marks, is not considered as sufficient to reach 
that purpose and this certainly cannot be 
gainsaid. Different figures are named in 
this respect, some want the amount reduced 
to half of what it is now, otners wish more, 
others less, and some even go as far as to 
demand that the entire sugar tax be abolish- 
ed. But there is no idea that the government 
would accede to such a proposition. 

Quite apart from the question of principle, 
the government thinks the moment to re- 
duce the taxes of any kind at present as ill- 
timed as possible, for the reason that the 
finances of the empire are in a straightened 
situation, and the official press of the govern- 
ment has hastened to declare that under 
present circumstances no motion of this kinu 
could be successful. Anyway those parties 
interested in the fate of the sugar industry 
and their friends in the Reichstag will try 
to amend the bill in this respect and also 
with regard to the low figures of protection, 
spoken of already at some length in one of 
my former letters. The German sugar in- 
dustry, is undergoing at present a sharp 
criisis and its future is certainly so uncer- 
tain that we may justly say with reference^ 
to it, "To be or not to be, taat is the ques- 
tion." 

The process of mixing ground peat with - 
molasses for feeding purposes has, of late, 
experienced several attacks and one of those 
attacks has been directed against the quality 
of the composition as being hard to preserve. 
In order to ascertain whether and in what 
degree those objections are founded the labor- 
atory of the society of the German sugar 
industry has made thorough experiments 
which resulted in a full vindication of the 
peat-molasses fodder. It has been demon- 
strated that neither a surplus of moisture 
(over 25 per cent) nor a higher degree of 
heat is apt to diminish the preservability of 
the substance in question. To the peat it- 
self some antiseptic properties must be at- 
tributed, as molasses mixed with peat Is 
less exposed to fermentation than molasses 
alone. 

The markets were pervaded last week by 



a more cheerful tone. The low prices quoted 
last week have attracted buyers and aa 
America was reported to have purchased 
some parcels the owners became more confi- 
dent and observed a rather reserved atti- 
tude. In consequence prices assumed an 
upward direction and 18 per cent raw sugar 
advanced in Magdeburg for prompt delivery 
to M. 7.15 — 7.40, and delivery May is quoted 
at Hamburg at M. 6.325. Refined closed un- 
changed. ' Robert Hennig. 



Havana. 



(special cobbbspondbnck.) 

Havana, May 17, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — Under a quiet demand, 
prices have again receded and holders are 
generally unwilling to sell at the established 
decline, this circumstance, together with the 
proximity of the festivities for the establish- 
ment of the Cuban Republic, contributed in 
curtailing -business and sales accordingly re- 
mained limited to about 40,000 bags centrifu- 
gals for which prices ranging at from 1.53^4 
to 1.65 cents per pound, were paid, market 
closing to-day, quiet and rather weak at 
1.56 V4 cents per pound for centrifugals of 
good shipping class, basis 96 test. 

Crop Reports — It has continued raining in 
an irregular manner and, owing to a strange 
coincidence, the quantity of water fallen 
over the greater part of the sugar region, 
was insufficient to meet the requirements of 
the small cane upon which the effects of the 
persistent drought commence to tell ueavily, 
especially in the province of Matanzas, 
whereas it has rained to excess in other 
localities. 

The crop is now nearing its end all over 
the island and the number of plantations 
still at work is quite limited. Very little 
is being done in the way of preparing lands 
for new plantings and even the labor of 
cleaning and replanting old fields is being 
carried on in the greater part of the Island 
on a very limited scale, planters and cane 
growers being each day more and more dis- 
couraged at the prospects for the future. 

Ascendancy of this Crop — ^According to Mr. 
Guma's statement, receipts of sugars at all 
the ports of the island, till 30th of April last, 
added up 652,946 tons, against 528,552 tons 
same date last year, and exports, 166,481 
and 313,349 tons respectively, there being a 
difference of 124,394 tons more received this 
year and 146,868 tons less exported and, 
assuming that, the same as last year, receipts 
during the month of May aggregate 110,000 
tons, the total of this year's output would 
attain 763,000 tons against 636,000 tons last 
year, thus showing an increase of only 127,- 
000 tons, instead of 250,000 as it was antici- 
pated. 

Factory ^'Caracas:* — This splendid factory, 
located at Cienfuegos and belonging to 
Messrs. Terry Bros, is still grinding and has 
already turned out 152,000 bags of sugar of 
335 pounds each and as it can as yet dispose 
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of a quantity of cane sufficiently large to keep 
it running until tlie end of the month, its 
total production is reckoned at about 180,000 
bags equivalent to over 30,000 tons of 2,000 
pounds each. 

Is Sugar Manufacturing a Paying Bttai- 
neasf — Sugar manufacturing was a paying 
business in Cuba until 1880-1885, during 
which period, owing to the abolition of slav- 
ery and the enormous increase of beet sugar 
production in Europe, as the result of the 
establishment of the bounty system, the 
manufacturing cost on this island was in- 
creased, at the same time as prices declined 
abroad. 

The approximate fluctuations of prices for 
sugar were, on an average, as follows: Prom 
1870 to 1880, 5 cents per pound; from 1880 
to 1890, 4 cents per pound; from 1890 to 
1900, 25/^ cents per pound; and less than 2 
cents at present. 

Prior to the last war, profits were curtailed 
on this island by the heavy taxes imposed 
by the Spanish government on all sorts of 
industries which was one of the principal 
causes of the insurrection. 

It must also be borne in mind that, owing 
to the sharp competition in the leading con- 
suming markets, Cuban producers were com- 
pelled to spend large sums of money in the 
acquisition of new machinery and perfected 
apparatus, on which account the majority 
ran heavily in debt and as many of these 
plantations wefe destroyed during the war, 
their proprietors are overwhelmed to-day 
with an indebtedness and mortgages con- 
tracted for the payment of plantations that 
exist no more. T. D. 



Hawaii. 

Honolulu, Hawaii, May 5, 1902. 
(special cobrespomdbnck.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The first week in May has brought little 
change in the local sugar situation. The 
mills are still grinding away and the 1902 
crop will soon be harvested and in the 
Eastern markets. The grind for the season 
promises to be better than for years, and 
every day seems to strengthen the local stock 
market, and though investors are slow in 
coming out, the future appears to be un- 
usually bright. Ewa mill claims the record 
for the largest weekly turnout of sugar. 
Her record the past week was 1223 tons or 
178 tons more output than Olaa, which for- 
merly held the record. 

On the local stock market there has been 
little activity though the lack of exchange 
of stocks is taken more as an indication of 
the value in which they are held by the 
owners. The first sale of Hawaiian Commer- 
cial for months was made the past week, 
twenty shares being sold for $38, while the 
last sale was for $80. The stock is quoted at 
$5 more a share in San Francisco than in 
Honolulu. There were sales also of small 
blocks in the newer plantations, but nothing 
of note." 



The annual meeting of the Hawaiian Com- 
mercial & Sugar Co. showed that despite the 
drought and the high price of labor the work 
for the year was highly satisfactory. The 
company paid its operating expenses, inter- 
est on bonds, $150,000 In dividends and still 
had a small surplus at the end of the year. 
The crop for this year Is comparatively 
small, while the 1902 crop is estimated at 
30.000 tons. 

The report shows that the total of the 
crop for 1901 was 26,086.70 tons. The crop 
now being milled will be taken from 2925 
acres. While it was at first expected that 
this would yield 20,000 tons, the drought has 
so affected the yield that It will not exceed 
16,000 or 17,000 tons. From 4524 acres the 
crop of 1903 is expected to yield from 25,000 
to 27,000 tons of sugar. The Kihei crop for 
the same year is tHought to be of the same 
size. The cost of the manufacture of sugar 
for 1902 is estimated at from $2.37 to $2.40 a 
ton, whereas the old mill made the cost $5.42. 

The cultivation contracts of the company 
cover 3934 acres and are held by 389 men. 
The labor situation is believed to be better 
and the outlook is said to be that there will 
be more men and better rates of wages. In 
regard to the water contracts it is said that 
the outlook for supply from the four streams 
is that there will be ten millions in twenty- 
four hours during the dryest weather and 
twice that amount in showery weather. The 
statement is made that oil will be used for 
fuel about August 1st, and that there will be 
no improvements undertaken during this 
year except the construction of a joint re- 
servoir, with the other companies which are 
to use the mountain waters from Honomanu 
valley. 

The Kona plantation which has been ex- 
periencing a season of adversity appears 
again to be getting into fair shape. The 
mill of the company is not able to run each 
day at present, because of the fact that the 
cutting of cane is going on so slowly pend- 
ing the fitting up of carriers for its delivery 
to the railroad. The capacity of the mill as 
at present operated is about fifteen tons per 
day. When the new triple effect is installed 
which is expected within a few weejis, the 
production of the mill will average forty 
tons per day. By that time "there will be 
plenty of cane ready and the railroad will be 
.in operation. The output so far has been 
about 800 bags which were turned over to 
Hackfeld & Co. for money and material 
advanced while the receiver was in charge. 
The sugar will be marketed as soon as made 
in sufficient quantities to give money to the 
receiver for the payment of labor. 

The Pioneer Mill Co. is spending about 
$35,000 in the installation of an electric 
pumping plant for the utilization of the 
water power at Lahaina. A water wheel is 
to be installed sufficient to develop with an 
electric generator 260 horse power. There 
will be constructed a copper transmission 
line from the generator to the plantation, 



where one pump will be immediately con- 
nected with an electric motor of 160 horse 
power. This will enable the pump to be run 
to its present capacity. The power will be 
drawn from the Honokawai gulch where the 
mountain water has a fall of 560 feet, suffi- 
cient to generate 340 horse power. The 
water is brought down to the power station 
by an eighteen inch pipe line of spiral riveted 
pipe, which is now being laid by the com- 
pany. The water will be delivered to a 
thirty-six inch wheel which will develop the^ 
power. 

The plantation has four water rights at 
Labaina which are capable of development^ 
and it is the plan to utilize the power from 
three of these as soon as possible. While 
the present plan is in the nature of an ex- 
periment, there Is not the slightest doubt of 
its success. The saving by the use of elec- 
tricity in the one pump alone will be about 
eighty dollars a day, with a consequent great- 
er saving when all three pumps are equipped, 
with electricity. Kara. 



Barbado2». 

April has miserably disappointed us. The 
few good April showers that were to make 
the young crop right have not been vouch- 
safed to us, and four months of solid drought 
are telling disastrously in some districts, and 
affecting it injuriously in all. On sandy soils 
near the sea coast, and on the thinner and 
more pliable lands, the sun-burnt, yellow 
leaf of struggling existence is too much in 
evidence. But on the whole the young crop 
is standing the severe drought well, and 
keeps remarkably green in the deep valley 
lands and espscially in fields that received 
the early protection of trashing. There is 
no other economic plant grown in this is- 
land that can equal the cane plant In drought 
resisting power, or one that so quickly recup- 
erates and brightens up with the advent of 
spring showers. These showers are badly 
wanted and the response will surely be rapid. 
In such dry weather planting is out of the 
question, and. although sweet potatoes are 
still fairly cheap, yet we are drawing largely 
on our existing supply, which without rein- 
forcement, must soon run short. So that 
after the crop, the laboring population will, 
with*a wage that seems likely to dwindle 
to zero, be altogether dependent on imported 
foodstuffs — by no means a cheerful outlook. 
April showers, had they fallen, would have 
clothed the fields as fast as reaped with the 
rapidly growing sweet potatoes which in 
June and July would have largely supple- 
mented our food supply. The labor problem, 
which will probably be acute when the stop- 
page of advances occurs at the end of the 
crop, will thus be accentuated by the most ill- 
timed drought that we have ever experienced. 
It is as if nature had combined with art to 
make the crisis through which we are now 
passing as severe as possible, leaving out no 
ill, — not even small-pox and quarantine. 

The weather has been on the whole favor^ 
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able to reaping, which has been pushed so 
vigorously, that the old crop is very rapidly 
disappearing from the face of the land, and, 
unless the wind drops, even the wind mill 
estates will probably clear off their old canes 
in the next six weeks. Some of the smaller 
estates have finished already, and steam 
mills are taking time for the sake of fodder, 
which will be very scarce by and by, and be 
a very serious trouble for many months un- 
less the tardy spring rains come quickly to 
our aid. 

The old canes, rapidly ripened by the dry 
spell at the beginning of the year, are now 
becoming over ripened by the excessive heat, 
and, consequently, there has been some de- 
terioration. The juice, sun-heated, is not 
quite so fine as it was, and there is every 
reason now, to reap quickly to save a prod- 
uct which when harvested is worth next to 
nothing. It would almost seem to be more 
economical to save the money which is spent 
Ui sowing. For, to be compelled to give away 
our sugar at one dollar per hundred pounds 
because certain governments and combina- 
tions of beet growers and manufacturers 
have elected to congest markets and to re- 
strict consumption by artificial means, takes 
all the business out of our industry, and 
sets us ,the devil's useless task of making 
ropes of sand, a weary bootless task, which 
is exhausting both planters and merchants. — 
Agricultural Reporter, April 26. 



Dem^rara. 



Rainfall during the past fortnight ha«» 
raised from 3 to 10 inches in different parts 
of the colony. Showers have fallen, more 
or less, daily since the 10th inst., and there 
has been very little sunshine. The soil has 
been kept in a wet condition, and the dull, 
bleak weather has seriously retarded growth 
of young cultivation. The majority of the 
May-June canes are quite ripe, and fit for 
reaping. A spell of bright, warm weather, 
is much needed to encourage growth in 
canes due for reaping in the end of the 
year. The October-November canes, on heavy 
dry soils, are already stunted, and are likely 
to give a disappointing yield when reaping 
season comes round. 

A few estates are busy grinding; juice is 
reported to be of good quality, and yield of 
sugar satisfactory. During the next 12 
weeks about 25,000 tons of sugar will be 
manufactured. 

Sales of 96 degree crystals have been made 
at $1 57% per 100 pounds, and market con- 
tinues weak and uncertain. There has been 
a serious drop in the value of yellow crystals 
in the London market, and average qualities 
are now worth 14s 6d, from which has to be 
deducted freight, duty and charges, say 58 
10s per cwt. The rum market is over-stock- 
ed, and net value of colored rum may be 
stated at about 24 cents per gallon. 

The Mother Country proposes to give a 
sum of £250,000 to help the sugar industry 
In Demerara and the West Indies to tide over 



another year, until the effects of bounties 
and kartels are diminished. The sum stated 
would just be sufficient to meet the wants 
of Barbados alone, and there is some rea- 
son to believe that sugar entering the United 
States will be subject to a countervailing 
duty if the help offered is accepted. At prices 
now ruling, owners of sugar estates must be 
prepared to face a serious loss on the year's 
crop, and some help would be a Grod-send to 
the poor proprietors, if it could be given and 
accepted in some form that would not sub- 
ject our sugar to a countervailing duty In 
the United States market. — Argosy, April 23. 



An ErroneoQs Statement. 

Mr. W. P. Miller, who has been for several 
years the chief engineer on the Willswood 
plantation of Schmidt & Zeigler has returned 
from the Island of Trinidad, B. W. I., where 
he was, during the recent campaign, chief 
engineer at the Palmiste Usine, belonging 
to Messrs. John Lamont & Go. Mr. Miller, 
when in the office of the Louisiana Planter 
some days ago, brought to our attention an 
extract from the Port of Spain Gazette, re- 
published in this journal some weeks ago, 
in which it was said, among other things, 
that "Grolden Bloom,*' a coloring agent, had 
been used on the Palmiste sugars. Mr. Miller 
said that the Port of Spain Ouzette, in mak- 
ing this statement, was entirely in errpr, 
and he handed us a copy of its issue of May 
3rd in which the error was acknowledged, 
and we reprint below their complete retrac- 
tion of the report. They say in their issue 
of May 3rd: 

•'Our attention has been called by Mr. W. 
P. Miller, chief engineer of the "Palmiste" 
Usine, to a statement published in one of 
our recent Naparima Mail Letters, to the 
effect that "Golden Bloom" was in use on 
tJiat factory to clear the sugar. This we arc 
informed is entirely a mistake on the part of 
our correspondent, as this article is not 
used at all on the estate; and we much regret 
to learn that our mistake should have, as we 
understand it, given rise to much inquiry 
and comment. We beg to correct the state- 
ment. 

In this connection our representative now 
writes: 

1. No Golden Bloom has ever been used 
on the Usine, nor has it ever been experi- 
mented with. "Golden Bloom" is in reality 
an Andine dye or preparation used in color- 
ing white beet crystals. The crystals manu- 
factured at "Palmiste" are yellow when they 
leave the pan for the centrifugal and no 
coloring process is gone through while the 
crystals are in the centrifugals as is the case 
with beet crystals. "Golden Bloom" is used 
by manufacturers of beet crystals in order to 
give them the color and appearance of Trini- 
dad or Demerara yellow crystals, the color of 
which is natural. 

2. The crop commenced on the 10th of 
February, and not as was stated, some time 
before the 1st of February this year. The 
machinery worked most satisfactorily ever 



since, operations having never once been sus- 
pended on account of break down of the new 
machinery. 

3. Long exposure of the once crushed 
canes on the usual carrier system does not 
take away any portion of the saccharine mat- 
ter in the canes, but if anything rather im- 
proves it. 

4. No new filter presses have up to now 
been constructed at the factory. 

The Palmiste Usine factory is working 
most satisfactorily day and night, and never 
before was such big day's work done. Up 
to 270 tons of sugar is the "turn out" per 
week as against 210 in former years. This 
state of affairs is due we understand to the 
new machinery and the fact that the whole 
actual working of the factory is performed 
by Louisiana skilled labor." 

The chemist at Palmiste during this cam- 
paign was Mr. H. L. Trowbridge, and Mr. 
C. L. DeGravelle was the sugar boiler. 



Cane Thefts. 



A Barbadian named Ellen Griffith, with 
two little boys, Fitz Bob and John Brooms, 
were charged at Providence Court Room on 
Tuesday, before Mr. Gall, S. M., by Mr. Dry* 
dale, an overseer, with stealing a quantity 
of canes from Ruimveldt estate. Several 
baskets were produced with the canes cut 
and packed up. Mr. Dfysdale, in answer to 
the magistrate, said the prisoners cut the 
canes. Griffith was told she ought to be 
ashamed of herseii setting such a bad ex- 
ample to the little boys. The boys were each 
ordered to receive 9 stripes with a birch rod, 
and the woman was fined $4 or 10 days. John 
Collins, a porter in v* ater street, for a simi- 
lar offence was aiso fined $4 or 10 days.— 
Demerara Argosy. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planter by Wilkinson & Fisher, attorneys 
at law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 700,105, granted May 13, 1902, 
to Gerhard N. Vis, of Schweizerhalle, Swit- 
zerland, for vacuum evaporating apparatus. 

Patent No. 699,933, granted May 13, 1902, 
to Claus A. Spreckels and Charles A. Kern, 
of New York, N. Y., assignors to Federal Re- 
fining Company, Jersey City, New Jersey, 
for process of purifying fluid sugar-bearing 
material. 

Patent No. 700,099, granted May 13, 1902, 
to Claus A. Spreckels and Charles A. Kern, 
of New York, N. Y., assignors to Federal Re- 
fining Company, of Jersey City, New Jersey, 
for process of treating sugar-crystals. 

Patent No. 699,730, granted May 13, 1902, 
to John Werner, of Rochester, New York, for 
syrup-cooler. 



Personal. 



Mr. John Peters, who has for very many 
years had charge of the Keystone planta- 
tion in St. Mary parish, was in the city on 
a visit a few days ago. Mr. Peters came to 
meet his sister 

Mr. Fred Wilbert, of the Myrtle Grove plan- 
tation near Plaquemine, was in New Orleans 
on Thursday. Mr. Wilbert was kept busy 
during his stay making some arrangements 
connected with his fuel oil burning equip- 
ment. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

Chino is going to have the best beet sugar 
campaign in her history, according to re- 
ports. The Champion says that the growth 
of the biggest crop of beets ever handled at 
the Chino factory is progressing in a per- 
fectly satisfactory manner, and as each day 
passes the assurances are stronger of an 
enormous crop and a long campaign. 

The reports from all districts tributary to 
the Chino factory show that last Saturday 
evening there were 9,100 acres planted. By 
to-day that acreage is easily increased to 
10,000. The planting is almost completed in 
the outside districts, but it will be about 
two weeks before all is finished on the moist 
Chino lands. When all planting is done, it 
is now expected that the net acreage grown, 
allowing for failures, etc., will be about 
10,500. 

L. Hache was in Chino on Sunday, after 
an inspection through all the tributary 
fields, and he reported the crop in fine con- 
dition. The stand is generaay quite good, 
and very little replanting has been done. 
No enemies to the crop in the form of blight, 
worms, insects, etc., of much consequenca 
have appeared, and the growth of the young 
plants is now so rapid that they are not apt 
to be injured by such pests. 

Thinning is not far advanced, the last re- 
port showing only about 600 acres thinned. 
The bulk of the thinning is Just commenced. 
There has been no shortage of help in that 
work so far, and it is not expected that there 
will be any trouble in getting plenty of men. 
—Oxnard Courier, April 26. 



Oxnard» Cat. 

Just at present the matter of beet thin- 
ning is occasioning a great deal of excite- 
ment among the farmers. The season came 
on with such a rush after everyone had 
made up their minds to another dry year, 
that a very large acreage falls due for thin- 
ning at once. 

The majority of farmers contracted early 
for this work, but some few who held oft 
for various reasons are now getting panic 
stricken because of a temporary stringency 
In the labor market, and are offering as 
high as $7 and $8 per acre for thinning. 
The result has been to make the labor that 
is under contract at the lower prices prevail- 
ing early in the season dissatisfied, and has 
occasioned a fear, even in the minds of the 
farmers protected by contracts, that their 
beets will not receive attention when needed. 

The entire flurry is unfortunate and un- 
necessary. Geo. E. Herz, who is occupying 
a position with the Western Agricultural 
Contracting Company, while awaiting sum- 
mons East, states that there is absolutely no 
reason for worry. Mr. Herz is thoroughly 
well posted on the agricultural situation. 
He says that if the farmers would only 
keep their heads and stick to one price they 
could control the labor market, while if one 



bids higher than the other, the labor is lia- 
ble to control them. He thinks that the 
farmers should have some sort of union as 
they do at Rocky Ford, when they could 
have an understanding with each other and 
act intelligently, getting only skilled labor, 
which is an important factor — for unskilled, 
untrustworthy labor, even at lowest prices, 
is too expensive and will do little good. 

L. Hache, head of the agricultural depart- 
ment at the factory, has just returned from 
a trip over the entire beet acreage and re- 
ports the crop for Saturday night, estimating 
time intervening, as follows: 

Acres planted 18,300 

Acres yet to be planted 300 

Acres stand 17,000 

Acres thinned during past week 4,200 

Acres, total thinned 9,000 

Acres ready to thin 4,000 

Laborers in field 1,500 

Mr. Hache says that these men will be 
amply sufficient to take care of the crop un- 
til every acre is laid by. The work has been 
done well and no beets neglected so far. 

The Western Agricultural Contracting 
Company, which is the largest single con- 
tractor in the valley, has contracts covering 
7,000 acres. They have 700 laborers in the 
field and more are arriving daily. The com- 
pany will not take any more contracts until 
they are sure that they have skilled labor to 
fulfill them. On their contracts there are 
very few fields which are past ready for 
thinning and these will be taken care of im- 
mediately. By the middle of next week all 
beets which could be called suffering will 
have been thinned and the rush over. 

Considerable quiet activity is manifest at 
the sugar factory. The cement foundations 
for the water purification plant are in and 
the work well under way. There are fifteen 
new men on outside construction work, and 
the regular factory roll shows 66 men. 

The Osmose process will be started about 
May 1, to work up last year's molasses. Su- 
perintendent Williams is giving old employes 
preference in position for the campaign, and 
no new hands need apply until June 1, when 
it is first come first served. — Courier, April 
26. 



Chino, California. 

Beet planting for the Chino factory is now 
just about finished, a very few acres yet re- 
maining to plant. Manager Schroeder fur- 
nishes us with the following figures and 
data as to the condition of the crop last 
Saturday night, up to which time the field 
reports were made: 

Acres planted 10,631 

Acres good stand 7,264 

Acres thinned 3,889 

Acres ready to thin 1,455 

A good stand is not reported until the beets 
are large enough to be past the ordinary 
dangers of young plants. The acreage of 
good stand is now really much larger than 
these figures indicate. The general appear- 
gmce of the crop is quite satisfactory. No 
pests have appeared to endanger the crop, 



and the plants are making a thrifty and 
vigorous growth. No irrigation has been re- 
sorted to for beets contracted to this factory, 
and it is not anticipated that there will be. 

Present appearances lead the factory man- 
agement to believe that the crop is safe, and 
preparations are being made for a 100,000 
ton campaign. 

While no special activity in the factory 
has yet commenced, the regular receipt of 
carloads of coke and lime rock is beginning 
to suggest campaign time. There are now 
on hand some 60,000 barrels of fuel oil, 
and the campaign's supply is bei^g delivered 
at the rate of 5,000 barrels per month. Super- 
intendent Hamilton tells us that the work of 
preparation inside the factory is well in 
hand, and that no extra force of men will 
need be put on until a few days before the 
factory opens. 

More thinners are needed on the Chino 
fields. A large acreage is about ready for 
thinning, and the company asks all who want 
work to apply either to Mr. Rudorf or at 
the factory office. Preference will be given, 
as far as possible, to local people. — Champion, 
May 9. 



Beet Su^ar Statistics. 

The American Beet Sugar Compapy, capi- 
talized at $15,000,000, at its recent annual 
meeting in Jersey City, elected the follow- 
ing directors: 

W. Bayard Cutting, R. Fulton Cutting, 
Henry T. Oxnard, James G. Oxnard, Du- 
mont Clarke, (Jeorge Foster Peabody, Edwin 
M. Bulkely, K. Haas, James G. Hamilton, 
Robert Oxnard and James A. Murray. 

The annual financial statement submitted 
to the stockholders was as follows: Sugar 
produced, 77,932,500 pounds; total credits of 
the campaign, $3,521,047; total cost of opera- 
tions, $2,667,027; gross profits, $854,058; cost 
of maintenance, $362,710; profits of cam- 
paign as shown by last statement, $491,307; 
deduction for general expenses and interest, 
$225,000; leaving available for dividends, 
$226,607.— Oxnard Sun, 



Sus^ar Beet Notes. 

Information received from San Pete coun- 
ty, Utah, is to the effect that the farmers , 
are planting an increased acreage in beets 
this year and that they are greatly pleased 
with the experience they have so far had 
in beet culture. They find that the sale 
of this crop brings them immediate financial 
returns and there are other advantages 
which it possesses which other crops do not 
give. The prospects for the present crop 
are good but some apprehension has been 
felt that there might be a visitation of grass- 
hoppers which would be injurious to the 
young plants. 

The Fort Collins Beet Growers* Associar 
tion of Fort Collins, Col., has been organ- 
ized with a capital of $100,000. The farm- 
ers in the vicinity have 2,500 acres of beets 
planted. It is reported that the Sugar Trust 
people have secured control of the proposed 
factory there before its erection. Beet plant- 
ing is about finished around Loveland, Col., 
a greatly increased acreage is being handled 
and the seed beds are reported in fine shape. 
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The farmers expect to reap a considerably 
larger and better crop than last year. 

A dispatch from Detroit, Mich., says that 
the American Sugar Refining Company has 
secured a share of the stock in the Caro, 
Alma and Bay City Sugar Factories, as well 
as in the Crosswell factory, which is not 
yet constructed. 

Four hundred and sixty-six Russian farm- 
ers from Nebraska have arrived in Michigan 
and have been distributed along the Pere 
Marquette Railroad from Unionville to Bad 
Axe. These farmers have been brought to 
Michigan to raise beets for the Sebewaing 
Lugar Factory. 

A committee has been appointed by the 
Chamber of Commerce of Wichita, Kans., 
to go to Rockyford, Colo., and investigate the 
sugar factory there and the methods of rais- 
ing beets and making sugar. The commit- 
tee was appointed through the efforts of the 
company which owns the factory at Rocky- 
ford and this company proposes to establish 
a factory at Wichita if beets can be success- 
fully grown in that neighborhood. 

One of our exchanges says that Mr.-Wm. 
P. Rosso of Mt' Clemens, Mich,, who is grow- 
ing this year 75 acres of beets for the Ma- 
comb Sugar Company, has more money on 
hand than plenty of the farmers in that 
vicinity who have been standing around 
for years talking about what hard work it is 
to raise beets. Mr. Rosso has been raising 
more or less beets ever since the industry 
was first started in Michigan. 

The Kalamazoo Beet Sugar Company of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., is following the lead of a 
number of other companies in securing a 
carload of farmers from Nebraska to raise 
beets for it The Kalamazoo factory has ex- 
perienced more or less difficulty in getting 
sufficient beets heretofore. 

The beet sugar factory that will be erected 
in Racine, Wis., will be a large, handsome 
establishment constructed of brick and will 
have direct connection with two railroads. 
It will give emplojrment to nearly 200 men 
and will manufacture some 50 tons of sugar 
every day. Four thousand acres of beets 
are practically secured for this factory. 

The Wisconsin Beet Sugar factory at Me- 
nominee Falls has been shipping out its seed 
to the farmers and they anticipate a busy 
season and- a big crop. The factory expects 
to make some extensive improvements in its 
plant, which is already a fine one. In addi- 
tion to this there will be a number of dwel- 
lings erected for the employees of the com- 
pany. 

The Burlington Route brought in two 
carloads of emigrants to Denver a few days 
ago and they were promptly shipped out 
over the Union Pacific to Eaton, Col., where 
plenty of work is to be done in the beet 
fields. There were a large number of chil- 
dren in the party as child labor is the best 
for thinning beets, the work being such as 
can readily be accomplished by young boys 
and girls. 

The Minnesota Beet Sugar Company of . 
St. Louis Park. Minn., has entered into ex- 
tensive contracts for beets this year and has 
secured over 5,000 acres. The farmers in 
some 15 counties will raise beets for this 
factory and the number of contracts signed 
will reach nearly 2,000, from which it will be 
seen that the average quantity raised by 
each man is quite small. The prospects are 
reported to be good and the ground is in fine 
shape for seed. 

The Chino California Factory will have an 
increase of 4,000 acres of beets. This is a 
substantial gain and indicates the immense 
and rapid growth of the beet sugar industry 
in the West. 

Among the factories which have closed 
•ontracts for acreage we might mention the 



Sanilas Company of Crosswell, Mich., which 
has 7,000 acres contracted for, the Bay City 
Sugar Company 8,000 acres and in the Colo- 
rado district there is an extremely large 
acreage under contract for the factories In 
that state. At Alameda, Cal., the factory 
has contracts on its books for 7,000 acres. 

The Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury 
Department states that the people In this 
country now eat three pounds of sugar where 
they. only ate one sixty years ago. During 
these sixty years the relative proportion of 
cane sugar to beet sugar has changed very 
much. In 1840 the beet sugar consumed 
only aggregated about 4 per cent of the total 
where as now there is far more beet sugar 
consumed than cane sugar. 

Information comes from Bay City to the 
effect that the Trust has completed negotlar 
tions for the purchase of one-half of the 
stock of the Bay City Sugar Company. The 
factory will be run by the same officers and 
Mr. Chas. E. Warren of Detroit will repre- 
sent the Sugar Trust interests on the board 
of directors. 

The factory at Longmont, Colo., is about 
to have work commenced on it anu 100 acres 
of land east of the town have been purchased 
and surveyed and as soon as the weather 
permits the active work of constructing the 
factory will begin. 

There, is some discussion going on among 
the Colorado farmers concerning how much 
it costs to raise sugar beets. One farmer in 
Otero county reports that he spent $417.50 
on ten acres last year. This included the 
rent of the land, seed, plowing, all cultiva- 
tion, irrigating, thinning, harvesting and 
hauling. This aggregates about $41.00 an 
acre, which was generally considered by 
those who heard it as being too much, and 
the general concensus of opinion seemed to 
be that |30 an acre should cover the cost. 

Now comes a man from Durango, Col., Who 
says that the farmers in his locality do not 
want any beet sugar factory because they 
consider that the beets when fed to cattle 
are worth more than when they are sold to 
the factory. He says that a ton of sugar 
beets used as cattle food is worth from $8.00 
to $10.00, whereas when sold to the factory 
it would only be worth from $4.00 to $5.00. 
There seems to be something wrong in this, 
especially if the pulp after the sugar is ex- 
tracted could be taken back by the farmers 
at a nominal cost, as is always done, and 
fed to the cattle. 

About forty farmers in the vicinity of 
Brussels and Markbam, Canada, have been 
supplied with beet seed by the Canadian 
Agricultural College at Guelph, and they 
will raise beets under careful supervision 
from the experts of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment there, and the beets when harvested 
will be tested and the possibilities of these 
locations for the successful growing of beets 
will be thoroughly investigated. 

The matter of erecting a large beet suga • 
factory in the Bear River Vaiiey, Utah, is 
being actively pushed, and General Manager 
S. R. Cutler of the Utah Sugar Company 
hopes to arrange for the canal system of the 
company to extend through this new terri- 
tory. It is not believed that the factory 
will be up for this season's campaign, but 
the prospects are that it will be completed 
for the campaign of 1903 and that there will 
be a large acreage of beets planted next sea- 
son in the Bear River Valley for this new 
establishment. 

The factory at Oxnafd, Cal., expects to 
make a five months* run this year to handle 
some 19,000 acres of beets. Nearly 700 la- 
borers are in the fields out there thinning 
the young plants at this time, and work has 
been completed on a great part of the 19,000 
acres. 



Seven thousand sheep and 150 steerft are 
fed on the beet pulp of one of the Colorado 
factories. This pulp is sold at 30 cents a ton 
and the steers will eat over 100 pounds and 
the sheep about 15 pounds every day. 

The total acreage of beets in Lincoln coun- 
ty, Nebraska, this year is considerably over 
1,000 acres and this county is expected to 
furnish about one-quarter of the beets which 
will be manufactured at the Grand Island 
factory this season. The farmers in that 
county expect to reap a cash return of nearly 
$100,000 when their beets are sold and to 
make a good profit after all expenses are 
paid. The increase in acreage has been very 
great, some sections reporting 600 per cent 
over last year. 

The Colorado newspapers state that the 
sugar trust has bought up the beet sugar 
factories all over that state. There are con- 
fiicting reports concerning some of the fac- 
tories, but there seems to be ample evidence 
that the trust has secured an interest in a 
considerable number of them. 

The German-American Farmers' Co-opera- 
tive Beet Sugar Company of West Bay City, 
Mich, is suing the American Brass and Cop- 
per Works of Chicago for $200,000 damages 
for alleged bad. work in the construction of 
their plant. The stockholders in the factory 
say that the machinery has never been satis- 
factory. This company has been unfortunate 
in other ways. 



Sugar in London. 

If it should happily turn out that the large 
speculative account in beet for May delivery 
has been settled without serious disturbance 
to the market, a great obstacle to an im- 
proved tone will have disappeared, and it is 
quite likely that the lowest point of the year 
has been passed. It now remains to be seen 
whether the consumption will respond to the 
extremely low prices at which sugar of all 
kinds is obtainable. An immediate improTe-, 
ment in the demand may be too much to ex- 
pect, as the undigested stocks are as yet not 
much below their maximum, but, owing to 
the recent fears of- an increased duty, the 
trade were restrained from hampering them- 
selves with forward purchases at a con8ide^ 
ably higher level than they can buy at now, 
and, in consequence a steady and continu- 
ous demand may be looked for during the 
summer months. The general position on 
paper is certainly no worse, though, of 
course, the invisible stocks are much aboTe 
the normal. A better feeling has been shown 
In the American markets, and some unim- 
portant purchases of beet have been made 
in Europe to be shipped to the states, but 
although values there have improved, they 
are still too low to admit of large beet trans^ 
actions. Cane kinds in this market have 
only met with moderate support, but, at the 
present heavy decline in grocery crystallised 
holders do not press their sugars, though 
it is difficult to see how, with the poor de- 
mand, they will do better, aa stocks are ac- 
cumulating and other grocery sugars are 
relatively much cheaper. The imports of 
crystallized raws to London for the week 
ended first inst. amounted to 3,324 tons, and 
for this year to 17,322 tons against 16,03) 
tons in 190i, ^Produce Market Reviek^ 
May 3. 
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The Cuban Sus^ar Business. 

One of the most concise yet Intelligent 
statements of the situation regarding the 
proposed reduction in tariff on Cuban raw 
sugars appeared recently in the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, and reads: 

"The United States is pledged not to an- 
nex Cuba, nor is there in this country any 
sentiment worth regarding which favors the 
repudiation of that pledge. We are bound 
to set Cuba on her feet as an independent 
nation, to which we guarantee an orderly 
and stable government. If in the end in- 
dependent Cuba should seelL annexation to 
the United States, that will be a problem to 
be dealt with when it arises. What is now 
proposed for the Cubans is an entirely dif- 
ferent thing. The proposition in brief is, 
that they shall be given the advantage of 
our markets, and be permitted to ruin some 
ef our own citizens engaged in the sugar 
business, and to do so without in the least 
subjecting themselves to the restraimts, the 
obligations and the burdens of American 
citi^nship. Our farmers who are producing 
sugar beets are not permitted to import 
cheap labor for their field work; the Cuban 
planters can and will get the cheapest labor 
available. American farmers and operatives 
ai:e required, upon occasion, to rally to the 
national defense and to perform all other 
duties of citizenship; the Cubans aslg to 
share our markets without sharing these ob- 
ligations. The American sugar producer is 
taxed for the support of the government 
which protects him. The Cuban planter who 
desires to evict our sugar producers from 
their occupation will not pay a cent for 
these purposes. 

The doctrine of protection assumes a na- 
tional boundary within which all are im- 
partially protected and without which all 
are impartially dealt with. It excludes gen- 
erosity to any foreign nation at the cost 
of any single industry. If our benefactions 
to Cuba place us under obligations to Cuba, 
let us satisfy those obligations by a draft 
on the treasury, to which all tax payers will 
contribute alike. If the treasure which we 
have spent and the blood which we have shed 
still leaves something due from us to those 
islanders, let us, in heaven's name, have an 
itemized bill for what more is coming to 
them and get a receipt in full. But whether 
or not we owe anything to Cuba, the sugar 
producers owe only their share of it. The 
attempt to place the entire burden of the 
alleged debt on one class is an infamy. If 
sentiment and not reason is to conrtrol let 
our feeling go out to our own people. He 
that provideth not for his own is worse than 
an infidel. The Cubans in past years have 
been as prosperous as other foreign sugar 
producers. They have for years contended 
against bounty-aided beet sugar. This much 
we have already done for them, that we 
have met the bounty by a countervailing 
duty. They do not meet that bounty in the 
United States. They compete here on even 
terms with other mnaided foreign producers. 



And if, with that advantage and cheap 
freights and quick time to a great market, 
the Cubans cannot live on their rich soil, 
we are sorry for them, but object to sup- 
porting them, and especially to driving our 
own citizens out of the sugar business for 
their benefit and that of the refining trust 



Question of Sus^ar Trust's Undue 
Control in Cuba. 

Washington, May 3. — The testimony be- 
fore the Sub-Committee on Relations with 
Cuba is not proving a great disappointment 
to those members of the Senate who have 
claimed that the Sugar Trust controlled a 
large part of the Cuban crop. They expect- 
ed that the testimony of Mr. Havemeyer and 
his assistants would be precisely what it has . 
been. They are, however, somewhat aston- 
ished at the extreme claims of non-interfer- 
ence in Cuban industrial matters and of ig- 
norance of the situation prevailing there 
which has been assumed by Mr. Havemeyer 
and by Mr. Donner, the treasurer of the Su- 
gar Refining Cbmpany, who was cross-ques- 
tioned to-day. 

Adveince copies of the official record (not 
corrected by Mr. Havemeyer) are being ac- 
tively discussed and a number of serious dis- 
crepancies are pointed out by those who be- 
lieve in the charge that the trust exerts an 
undue control in Cuba.v Mr. Havemeyer, it 
is said, showed all through the questioning 
a curious condition of ignorance concerning 
his own business. This appeared very curi- 
ous when he began to deal in statistics. 
When asked concerning his requirements for 
refining, he defined them as being about 160,- 
000 tons a month; or, perhaps, 135,000 tons 
from May 1 until October 1. On this basis 
the annual requirements of the trust would 
be something over 1,700,000 tons annually. 
Yet, later on, when asked concerning the 
consumption of refined sugar he testified that 
last year the output of the trust was about 
1,200,000 tons out of a total consumption of 
2,400,000 tons, or about 50 per cent. Mem- 
bers of Congress who are inexperienced in 
the sugar business are puzzled by this in- 
consistency, amounting as it does, to a dif- 
ference of nearly one-third. 

Another piece of information which has 
led to some discussion is found in the re- 
mark of Mr. Havemeyer concerning the con- 
nection between his company and some inde- 
pendent sugar refining comi>anies and land- 
owning corporations in Cuba engaged in 
manufacturing raw sugar. Mr. Havemeyer 
admitted that Mr. Post, of B. H. Howell, Son 
& Co., of New York, is an owner in one of 
the Cuban concerns in which he himself is 
interested, and he further stated that Mr. 
Post's firm control and operate the National 
Refining Company. Thus a connection be- 
tween the National Refining Company and 
the Sugar Trust is thought to be established 
despite the denials of such connection that 
have so often been made. Elsewhere also 
Mr. Havemeyer spoke of the mode by which 
the purchases of sugar are made by the trust 



in Cuba In facing the question whether 
the brokers through whom the business is 
done work directly In connection with the 
trust or not it is felt that Mr. Havemeyer 
was not as frank as he might have been. 
When asked whether his firm was in the 
habit of buying of the brokers or through 
them he responded rather equivocally: "They 
regard themselves as principals; in reality I 
think they are agents. We give them or- 
ders and they bill us the sugair. They take 
their chances on the commission. The trans- 
action shows them as prlHcipals.** 

It is not believed that Mr. Havemeyer's ig- 
norance of the situation in Cuba is as genu- 
ine as this would indicate. Nor, on the other 
hand, are men disposed to believe that the 
large brokerage companies like Zaldo ft Co., 
through which the purchases of sugar are 
made, are in reality merely intermediates 
between the smaller broker and the Ameri- 
can trust. ^ a matter Of fact, those who 
are familiar with Cuban affairs claim that 
2aldo ft Co. really are the trust and that the 
smaller brokers in different parts of the is- 
land are merely in their employ, although it 
may well be true that the actual form of pay- 
ment is by means of commission on the ac- 
tual purchases made. 

In one respect particular exception has 
been taken by critics of Mr. Havemeyer to 
his testimony. This is in regard to the much 
discussed question what became of the $15,- 
000,000 which was obtained at the time when 
the original $75,000,000 of stock was in- 
creased by 20 per cent. Mr. Havemeyer's re- 
ply that the $15,000,000 was leed "for gen- 
eral corporate interests" and not for the pur- 
chase of sugar lands in Cuba, as has often 
been claimed, is considered unsatisfactory, 
for the nature of the general corporate inter- 
ests to be served by that means is not under^ 
stood, and it is considered that Mr. Have- 
meyer's admission of an intent to buy sugar 
lands in Porto Rico is an evidence that some- 
thing of the same sort was contemplated in 
Cuba despite his denial of the charge. Even 
if it had not been used in this way, it is said 
th€ money might have been indirectly em- 
ployed by some means in forming companies 
or setting on foot enterprises that would 
ultimately have come to the same result as 
direct ownership of the land itself. 

These are only a few of the discrepancies 
which hostile critics profess to find in the 
testimony of the president of the Sugar 
Trust The campaign of the beet sugar men 
will now be directed toward showing that 
Mr. Havemeyer's statements concerning his 
method of conducting business in Cuba are 
incorrect, and to this end there will be a 
strong effort to get witnesses who have an 
intimate personal acquaintance with Cuban 
affairs from the industrial point of view. 

Senator Piatt has pronounced himself so 
emphatically against calling witnesses from 
Cuba that It may be necessary to get men to 
cross over to the United States in order that 
there may be no objection, technical or oth- 
erwise, to calling them. An attempt will be 
made to get some of these witnesses next 
week. — Correspondence N. Y, Jovxnal of Com- 
merce, ^ 
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Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to May 14 . 
At four ports of Great Britain to May 10 — 
At Cuba, six ports to May 13 



.Tons 127,218 
, " 210,060 
.. -' 440,000 



RecelpU and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
May. 23, 190a. 
' Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeiyed — 7,783 1,930 

Sold — 7,783 1,930 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to May. 23, 1902. 

Hhds. BarreisT barrels. 

Reeeiyed 3370 1,718,095 290,787 

Sold 3870 1,660,371 299,787 

Reoeiyed same time last year 6534 1,333,701 173,632 
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Mat 23. 

RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl 

Japan , 

HoDduras .... 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights .... 
Screenings... 
No. 2 

Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton — 

Polish, per ton... 

Receipts 



WBEEXiY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



May 17. 



2 25@3 25 
2 25(£^4 00 



2h(QS 
2 ^2H 
1%@2 



5 @b^ 
3 @\}4 
2 @2% 
1%@2 

17 60@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



May 19. 



2 25(§3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3X^3% 

2 ^2^ 
1%@2 

5 @55^ 

3 @4>i 
2 <^2>i 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



May 20. 



2 25(g3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>^^3% 
2H^3 
2 (&2H 
1%@2 



6 @5Ji 

2 (§2^ 
1J^@2 
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May 21. 



2 25(0)3 25 
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3>^@3% 
2>g^3 
2 Cd2}i 
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5 @5% 
3 @4>i 
2 (g2Jfe 
f%@2 

17 50(318 00 

22 50@23 00 



May 22. 



2 25@3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3>i@3% 
2>i(^3 
2 ^2% 
1%^2 



5 '^55i 

3 @iy4 

2 (q2% ■ 
lJi@2 
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22 50@23 00 



May 28. 



2 25@3 25 
2 25@4 00 



3i^@3J/e 
2^@3 
2 @2>^ 
1%(»2 



5 vg*^;^ 
3 @4>^ 
2 @2% 

1%@2 
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Same Day Last 
\ear 



- @ - 
Nominal 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 

Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal • 

13 GO® 14 00 

19 00(820 00 



Tone of Market at 
Close of Week 



Japan— Quiet. 
Hondaras— Qalet. 



Japan —Quiet 



Honduras— Quiet 



Reoeiyed . 
Sold 



tales at New Orieans for the week ending 
May. 33. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clean. 

2,229 10,108 

385 1,322 



Receipts at New Orieans from Aug. i» 1901 to Flay, aj, 190 j. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. (Xban 

This Year 1,044,1048 343,297 

Last Year ^ 831,091 221,773 



Sus:ar. 

There was very little business transacted 
on the local sugar market at the end of the 
week. The market closed steady with prices 
well maintained. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was very dull at the end of the 
week, only such small lots as came direct 
frona plantations being handled. No open 
kettle goods on the market. 



Rice. 

Rough rice was dull at the end of the week 
and no business was transacted. Prices were 
steady. There was a good demand in clean 
rice but offerings were much restricted. 



Talma^^e on the Rice Market. 

The demand of the week was steady, strong 
and at increasing volume; the closing day 
of "red letter" character, not only on ac- 
count of business accomplished but wide- 
spread inquiry for samples and quotations — 
which give promise of "more to follow." Or- 
dinarily, at this season of year, foreign has 
comnianded no little per cent of patronage, 
but at present the domestic enjoys a prac- 
tical monopoly, and is likely to do so, as 
prices thereon are fully % to 1 cent per 
pound less than the imported sorts. The 
great disparity of prices is attracting specu- 
lation at primal points; the possible profit 
of 20 to 25 per cent being evidently thought 
a surer thing than cotton or stocks, at pres- 
ent quotations. 

Advices from the South note quickening 
conditions at all points. The movement of 
the week was of phenomenal proportions, 
and presages a short supply. Holders who 
but a few weeks ago were easy prey for 
any buyer, now carry themselves with a 
stiff back and confident air. Not only is the 
demand large throughout the states east of 
the Rocky Mountains, but considerable busi- 
ness continues to be done with Porto Rico 
and to the Paciuc coast. As heretofore noted, 
the remainder crop is mainly in the hands 



of a few, and tnese show independence akin 
to indifference in the matter of selling, and 
are disposed to let any who are unuer the 
false impression of an over-supply, scil out — 
confident that by "patient waiting no loss," 
but higher prices will be assured. 

The aggregate sales of the week were up 
to high-water mark; equal to any similar 
period this season, and far and away ahead 
of any previous year. Total sales footed 
up over 70,000 pockets as against 17,500 
pockets last year. The movement referred 
to, is that of primal points and does not 
take into consideration the sales made out 
of consignment stock at the more promi- 
nent trade centres. Part of the outward 
movement was on consignment and specula- 
tive account, but mostly went into distribu- 
tive or regular trade channels. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
note continued enquiry and firmness in car 
goes and forward cleaned. First arrivals 
were somewhat disappointing as to quality, 
and the market receded an item but with 
lower prices, are attracting renewed atten- 
tion with improvement noted above. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,381,720 sacks; last year, 1,018.461 
sacks. Sales cleaned (est.) 1,182,250 pockets; 
last year, 856,156 pockets. Enlarged de- 
mand at firm quotations. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, 42^930 
barrels. Sales, 41,990 barrels. Steady de- 
mand at full former prices. 



The Efficiency of Li^^ht. 

HOW LIGHT BILLS MAY BE REDUCED ftY WHITE 
WALLS — THE LABOB-SAVIITO DEVICE OF F. E. 
HOOK, HUDSON, MICH. 

It is gratifying to note the increased num- 
ber of white walls to be found in factories, 
warehouses, etc., and that all of our read- 
ers may realize the pecuniary as well as 
healthful benefit to be obtained by' having 
walls and ceilings painted white or white- 
washed, we append the following from an 
expert in this line, Mr. F. B. Hook, of Hud- 



son, Mich., the originator of the "Pneumatic 
Coating Machine," whose advertisement ap- 
pears in another column of this paper: 

"When Captains of Industry employing 
armies of workingmen fully realize that by 
keeping the walls of their buildings white 
they increase the efficiency of their labor; 
promote cleanly habits and raise the stand- 
ard of morality among their workingmen. 
we will certainly have reached the ideal of 
factory environment. 

"And not only will more and better work 
be obtained from labor encouraged by the 
purity of their surroundings, but the employ- 
er further extends his welfare, as the sav- 
ing in light bills alone is double the expense 
of keeping the walls white, if proper methods 
are pursued. 

"Technical tests show that a 16-candle 
power light in a room witn white walls 
equals in efficiency an 80-canuie power ligh* 
in a room with dark walls. It will thus be 
seen that if the annual expenuiture for lights 
is |720, the use of white walls will reduce 
this expenditure to $240, saving many times 
the cost of whitening the walls. Besides, 
not nearly as much artificial light need be 
used, as white walls reflect the daylight much 
later in the day. giving the workmen the 
advantage of as much natural light as pos- 
sible, with its consequent benefits. 

"By. the use of the 'Best' Pneumatic Coat- 
ing Machine the expense of whitewashing or 
painting is reduced about 80 per cent The 
work can be satisfactorily and durably per- 
formed by any laborer, who with this ma- 
chine, will equal 20 men with brushes." 

Mr. Hook alEo manufacture f what he calls 
"Stay- 1 here" Fireproof Paint, which ii 
claimed to be, durability considered, as cheap 
as whitewash and more satisfactory, as it 
will not rub off and is fire-proof. We sug- 
gest that our readers write ':o Mr. Hook for 
full information. 



Personal. 

Mr. W. L. Dearborn and Mr. E. P. East- 
wick, Jr., have got back from the west coast 
of Mexico and have again returned to their 
office in New York City. Mr. Dearborn favor- 
ed us with an appreciated visit when pass- 
ing through New Orleans. 

Mr. French T. Maxwell, of Baton Rouge, 
one of our leading sugar house superintend- 
ents, who has had charge of some of tne most 
extensive sugar manufacturing plants in this 
state and in Cuba as well as in Mexico was 
among the recent arrivals at the St. Charles 
hotel. 
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WANTS. 



We wUl paMlth la thlt colaoui. Itm of cbmrw until 
tartber notioe, the apf^loitloiij of aU aaiMffon. over- 
«0era. onglBeers mad Mitar-aMken. mad otbera wbo 
aiay be leeklnff potltlont In tb* couatry. and aIm tbe 
wantf of planters deelring to employ any of tbe«e. 



WANTED— Position for the oomloff grinding as as- 
sistant engineer or water tender. Also to keep repair 
daring the summer months. Address G. H. Dicks, 
1110 Piety St, New Orleans, La. 6-16-01. 

WANTED— Situation by a first olass sugar maker 
for the coming season. Best references given. Apply 
JNO. W. Sentillv, 1010 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 

WANTED— A position to take charge of Doming 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or any where else. Ex- 

Kerlenoed man. Good references. Address B. W. 
loiSE, 127 Carondelet 8t.^ New Orleans La. 5-17 02 

WANTED— A position by a chemist experienced In 
sugar house and general agricultural analysis. Best 
of references. Address Brice E. Hammers. Clear- 
water, Kans. 5-20-W 

WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position In sugar 
refinery, wagon or plow works^ or In rafroad shop; Is 
familiar with all kinds of machinery ; Is a self-hardening 
steel worker. Wxlte William L. Farrell, 935 Thalia 
street, New Orleans, La. 
^ 

WANTED- A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelve years* experience. Can furnish very good 
references. Willing to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawaiian Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, 931 Piety street. New Orleans. 

WANRED — A blacksmith experienced In laying 
plows, repairing cultivatore and general plantation 
work . Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Orleans, La. 5-7-02 

WANTED— Position by a voung man on sugar plan- 
tation as book keeper or time keeper. Can furnish 
best of references. Address "H." 1507 Ursulines Ave 
New Orleans, La. 

WAI<fTED— Situation by a first-class sugar house en- 
gineer and machlhlst. Have had charge of seme of the 
largest places in the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $3.50 per day, plantation hours, and guarantee 
satisfaction. Can furnish gilt edge references. Ad- 
dress Chief Engineer, 924 Amelia St., New Orleans, 
La. 5-5-02 



WANTED — Analytical chemist, Pb.D., 29 yean 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoronghly ac- 

Saainted with the most recent processes in this 
ne, desires position in the United States. Best 
references. Address Pobbn, Care this paper. 

^Sl-02 

WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 
perienced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
has served in Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. Is 
open for engagement now. Address Bbnest Von 
RUNQB, 324 River St, Hoboken. N. J. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to overhaul syrup and Sugar mar 
chinery balance of year. Address Hardworkbr, care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 

WANTED— A good blacksmith at Avoca plantation 
near Morgan City, La., Wage* $1.60, per day. No 
beard. Address J. N. Pharr. Berwick, La. 

WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
ofDce or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best references. Address B. M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4rl7-02. 

WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished if required. Addr-ss Jno. E. Cald- 
well, 808 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED — A position as sugar l)oiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana bv a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cfuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first doss references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Pla>teii. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced Tacuom 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A Ne. 1 references. 
Address J. D., BOX 48, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED — By an experienced locomotiTe engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish toe 



very best of references. 
Louisiana Pi..\nteb.. 



le 
Address B. P. O., care 
4-8-02 



WANTED— A position bv a flrst-class blacksmith, 
horseshoer. Married. Address Hsrman Dietrich, 
Sellers, P.O. La. 

WANTED— By first-class sugar boiler, a crop for 
confing season have boiled in large refineries, can fur- 
nish best of references. Address L. Pbrret, Edgard 
P.O. La. 

WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. Mansut, 938 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTHD -Position by experienced track man, quali- 
fied in ditching, levee building and general oonscruc- 
tlon work. Address P. J Spafpard, Box 84, White- 
castle, La. 4-26-02. 

WANTED For Porto Rlco, two first-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, natlonalltir, salary, referAnces 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 619 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 

WANTED— Position by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 30 years old ; 6 years' experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
bouses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence immediatelv. Address C. M., care Chas. 
Hdbbnbh, 304 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED— A position by a! first-class electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 

fovernment Address F. Sintbs, Care Louislana 
'LANTEB, 839 Carondelet St, New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — A position, for the coining season, 
as sugar boiler, by a capable, sober, Inaustrious 
man with good reference. Address Suqab Boiler, 
Corner Toledano and Howard Sts., New Orleans, 
La. , 4-21-02 

WANTED — Position as yacuom pan sugar boiler 
for coming crop. Best of references from last 
employer. Address Hbnbt Stbickwood. 2011 
Carondelet Walk, New Orleans. 4-21-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man ; 
no objection to Porto Rlco, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith^ 729 Customhouse 
street. New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED— A oompetent sugar boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Sugar boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4-3-02 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years* experi- 
ence in sugar bouse, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 
4-5-02 

WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young man, 
aged 25, would locate south. Have been trained 
thoroughly In an iron manufacturing business in 
all its various departments ; capable of ofllce man- 
agement ; fnmlliar with modern manufacturing 
methods and system and at present connected 
with a largo New York engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "Advancement," 
care Pt.antbh. 4-5-02 

WANTED — A position as assistant overseer or 
timekeeper on sasar plantation, by a sober, Indus- 
^ trious and reliable young man ; seven years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
care of TJie Chief, Donaldsonville, La. 

4-10-02 

WANTED — ^A competent man desires to secure a 

fositlon as assistant engineer on a sugar planta- 
ion or to take charge of an Irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 
Donaldsonville, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED— A theoretical and partical sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f ir immediate en- 

?ragement in either of above capacities or as snperin- 
endent of large factory either in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical experience in 
up-to-date sugar plants and can furnish host of re- 
ference. Address Suoab Mill, No. 1158 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

^WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 23, care this ofllce. 

WANTED — A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crop, either in 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B.. 
186 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 3-18-01 

WANTED — ^A position as engineer or steam- 
fitter. Address Brntr BnciUB, Le Boy, N. Y. 

3-17-02 



WANTED— A flrst-Kslass experienoed sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober, Indostrtous and capable of 
taking charge of the meohanloai dopartment of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Drsa, Sup't. C. 8. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. M848. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter press man. References must bo 
flrst-class. Large crop. Address Lotd Suoab and 
M0LLA88B8 Co. Loyd La. S-27-08 

WANTED— A first-class head sugar boiler; also a 
first-class head darlflor man, for the coming season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Plantbr. 

S-SO-02. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902, reference OK 
and satisfactipn guaranteed. For further partlouLars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
La. Or address P. O. Box Q G O. Planchovllle, Av- 
3yelles Ph, La. 8-19-02. 

WANTED— By a oompetent woman, a boarding house 
on sugar plantation for the fall and winter of 190S. 
Have experence and can furnish all neoessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 3-4-02. 

WANTED— A situation as copper to make syrap bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 2917 Philip St., New Orleans, La. S-8-02 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machlnest, who Is capable of repairing all kinds 
of machinery and pumps. John K. Gall, Lo Roy, 
N.Y. 2-18-02 



WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expertonce. 
Can fill any position from business manager down. 
Best Of references and bond If required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-OJ 



WANTED — Position as sugar house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 29, 
Donaldsonville, La. 2-8-02 

WANTED — A position as first-class sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Bondreanx, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



WANTED — A position as cooper on molasses and 
>d, competent man, with 
Thomas, 1109 Cadis St., 



sugar barrels, by ^a good, competent^ Boan.^ wjth 



good references. 
New Orleans, La. 



WANTED — An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanic 
and a flrst-class evaporator and centrifugal man, 
would like position In plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address BkIbchamic, cars of 
this office. 

WANTED— A situation as store dork In general mer- 
chandise store, has had over 18 years' experieece, can 
furnish reference from last employer. Will accept 

osltion either in city or country, or will accept a 
position as night watch mah. J. J. Mubpht, 145 Union 
street. East Baton Rouge, La. 2-14-02 

* POSITION— As plantation blacksmith, wheel- 
wright, horseshoer, by unmarried man with first, 
class references. Alfred Gakel, care of the Chlet- 
Donaldsonvllle, La. 

WANTED— A tenant to cultivate 200 acres of land 
in cane on Ashton plantation. For parilcalars ap- 

81y to E. Lkqemdbe, 1010 Hennen Building, New 
•rleans. 

WANTED- A position as assistant overseer or time 
keeper on a sugar or rice plantation. Address Theo- 
dore Baudouin, Hahnvllle, La. 2-6-02 

WANTED—Posltlon on sugar plantation as overseer 
or chemist. Six years' experience. Will go to Cuba 
or Mexico. Best references. Prefer position In Louis- 
iana. Address W. S.. care Louisiana Plamtkr. 1-6-OS 

WANTED— A position to do all repairs and take off 
crop of 1902. Will make all cart bodies If necessarr. 
Familiar with all details of sugar house. Address J. 
A L , Lauderdale, P. O , La. 

WANTED — A clerical position on sufar plan- 
tation In Cuba or Mexico; have had several 
years* experience and can furnish unquestion- 
able references. Address Box 66, Donaldsonvills, 
La. 1-6-02 

WANTED — ^A position In Mexico, Cuba or any 
other place where steady employment can ba 
had by a locomotive engineer, machinist an4 
trackman. Four years with present employer. 
Good references. Address Don Alleiit cars of 
Greenwood Plantation, Thibodaox, La. l-64tt 
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The Cane Crop. 

The past week has^ on the whole, been 
favorable for the growth of the cane, but 
there are places where more rain would 
be very welcome. The crop has been 
cultivated most thoroughly and will 
doubtless be laid by next month in the 
best of condition. The cane is scarcely 
as tall as it usually is at this date, but its 
general appearance is healthy and promis- 
ing and the anticipation throughout the 
whole sugar district is for an excellent 
crop. 



Fuel Oil Burning:. 

The burning of fuel oil is such an im- 
portant question now to all fuel consum- 
ers that we are led to a careful investiga- 
tion of the whole subject matter. A very 
considerable part of the coming sugar 
crop in this state will h^ made with fuel 
oil and every suggestion leading to in- 
creased economy or increased dficienc> 
in the work will command general at- 
tention. In this issue of the Louisiana 
Planter there will be found a communi- 
cation on fuel oil burning from the pen 
of a well-known and able sugar engineer, 
which, for its lucid and thorough treat- 
ment of the whole subject, surpasses any- 
thing we have yet seen and our readers 
will do well to give it careful study. 

So far as we know fuel oil has come 
to stay. Experience elsewhere would 
indicate this and indicate in fact that wa 
have a better show for a permanent oil 
supply than any other section of the 
world. At any rate, if we consume fuel 
oil, let us do it intelligently and this ar- 
ticle on fuel oil burning will be found to 
aid us greatly in that direction. 



The SugAT Crop of flartinique. 

The Island of Martinique has not been 
a very important factor of late in the list 
of cane sugar producing countries, but 
has maintained the industry in reason- 
ably good condition while some others of 
the West India colonies have practically 
abandoned it. Martinique and Guade- 
loupe were the first two colonies to take 
up the central factory idea and apply k 
to cane sugar. This was done about 
40 years ago and was then done in imita- 
tion of the French beet sugar industry 
which was making rapid strides as a su- 
gar producer and led the re§t of Europe 
in that industry. 



The latest reliable data as to Martin- 
ique sugar crops indicate the following 
production given in long tons, viz. : 1898, 
30,411 ; 1899, 30,17s ; 1900, 33^543; I90^> 
35,000. Guadeloupe shows a slightly 
higher production, viz.: 1898, 39,254; 
1899, 28,091 ; 1900, 37*946; 1901, 40,000. 

Guadeloupe has been influenced in its 
sugar production, similarly to Martin- 
ique, and most of the sugar of both is- 
lands was sent to France, where it was 
favored under the tariff regulations and 
found its best market. 



Mauritius as a Cane Producer. 

In this issue of the Louisiana Plant- 
er will be found an interesting letter 
from Mauritius, that island in the dis- 
tant Indian ocean, immortalized as the 
home of Paul and Virginia. This island, 
so long under French domination as to 
have become more French than Louis^ 
iana, is slow to take over the English 
language and customs though under the 
control of England for many years. 

The sugar production of Mauritius is, 
however, quite an important factor in the 
world's cane sugar crop. During the 
last four years the crop has reached the 
following quantities, reported in long 
tons: In 1898, 180,062; in 1899, 159,- 
102; in 1900, 174, 938; in 190T, 170,000. 
From these data we may see that Mauri- 
tius is running along in production about 
where Louisiana was a few years back. 
Our letter from the Mauritius will be 
found quite interesting. 



Spain as a Sugmr Producer. 

The sugar planters of Louisiana should 
have a community of feeling with their 
fellow sugar planters of the Kingdom of 
Spain. The killing frosts of December, 
1901, did immense harm to us in Louis- 
iana and now Mr. Benj. H. Ridgely, 
United States consul at Malaga in Spain, 
advises the United States Department of 
State that the unusual frosts of Decem- 
ber and January have done so much dam- 
age to the sugar crop of that province 
of Spain that not more than half a crop 
would be realized. 

There are 17 sugar houses in the pro- 
vinces of Malaga and Grenada and the 
annual yield is about 30,000 tons. Grind- 
ing does not ordinarily begin unj.1l March 
and hence the winter freezes came as a 
surprise. It will be remembered that the 
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Florida Sugar Company at St. Cloud, 
waiting for the sugar cane to become 
sweet, delayed the beginning of its grind- 
ing season until January and met with 
so many January freezes that the results 
were disastrous. The cane sugar indus- 
tr)' of Spain suffered similarly this last 
season. 

Spain has also engaged to a consider- 
able degree in the beet sugar industry 
and the total sugar production of the 
kingdom has about reached the average 
consumption and this has resulted in a 
material decline in prices, although for- 
eign sugars are subjected to a high duty. 
The Spanish sugar factories have been 
proposing an organization or trust to 
sustain prices-in Spain, but the shortage 
in the cane sugar crop and the less need 
of the organization has led to the re- 
fusal of some of the manufacturers to 
enter into the compact. 



The 5u|^ar Beet in Montana. 

Another mountain state now comes to 
the front and demands recognition as a 
competent sugar beet producer. Mr. I. 
W. Traphagen, chemist of Montana Ex- 
periment Station at Bozeman, in Station 
Bulletin No. -33 announces to the world 
the result of his careful investigations, 
and he believes Montana can and in fact 
is producing sugar beets of such sugar 
content and purity as to justify the capi- 
talists of that state in at once organizing 
a factory company and competent farm 
contracts for the purpose of at least pro- 
ducing at home the sugar Montana now 
consumes. 

In the examination made it was found 
that the sugar beets produced averaged 
in weight about lyi pounds each; that 
the sugar content of the beet juice ran 
from 12.82 per cent to 20.60 per cent, av- 
eraging about 16 per cent; that the pur- 
ity was good, averaging about 80 per 
cent, and the yield in tons of beets per 
acre was also good. Montana is sure 
to be heard from soon as a sugar beet 
producer. 



Trade Notes. 

8ave Your Valves, The practice of replac- 
ing leaky valves with new ones is both an 
expensive and troublesome one, and is en 
tirely unnecessary. The Valve Reseating 
Machine made under the Morse and Dexter 
patents by the Leavitt Machine Co., of 
Orange, Massachusetts, whose advertisement 
appears elsewhere in this issue, is an ap- 
paratus that effectually remedies the trou- 
ble of leaky valves of any size in a few min- 
utes, without removing the vaives from the 
pipe line. It will reseat all flat and taper 
seated valves and their discs, ^ to 12 inches, 
making them as good as new from eight to 
ten times. The device for attaching this 
machine to a valve consists of a universal 
chuck with threaded jaws that is quickly 



and securely adjusted to the valve casing, 
the extension on top of the chuck carries a. 
feed sleeve that feeds the tool down, by ro- 
tating the smaller wheel and this sleeve car- 
ries a tool shaft free to turn by rotating the 
larger wheel. Steel cutters of various di- 
mensions for cutting the seats of different- 
sized valves are attached to the end of the 
tool shaft The disc cutting attachment is 
as easily operated, making a perfect Joint 
that is absolutely tight These machines 
have been adopted by the United States gov- 
emo&ent, are in use at all naval stations and 
aboard every battleship and cruiser in th'j 
service, and are extensively used by railroad 
systems, public buildings, manufacturing 
plants, sugar mills, in fact wherever valves 
are used. The following are a few of the 
sugar factories who are using these mar 
chines: Chino Valley Beet Sugar Co., Chino, 
Cal.; American Beet Sugar Co., Oxnard, 
Cal.; Poplar Grove Plantation, Port Allen, 
La.; Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Co. (W. 
J. Lowrie, Mgr.), Sprecklesville, Maui, T* 
H.; Hana Plantation Co., Hana, Maui, T. H.; 
Aquila Sugar ±teflnery, Ahome, Mex.; Home- 
stead Plantation, West Baton Rouge, La.; 
Saginaw Sugar Co., Saginaw, Mich.; South 
Side Plantation, New Orleans, La.; Penin- 
sula Sugar Refining Co., Caro, Mich.; United 
States Sugar Refining Co., Chicago, 111. 



The H. W. Johna-Manville Company, of 
New York, has supplied us with a neat litr 
tie pamphlet on "Refrigeration and Cold 
Storage," which contains quite an amount 
of interesting information in connection 
with this subject The "Keystone Hair In- 
sulator," made by this firm, has proven won- 
derfully efficient in cold storage work and 
its merits are clearly brought out in many 
of the excellent testimonials which the pam- 
phlet contains. 

The Walsh d Weidner Boiler Company: 
This corporation was formed May 15th, un- 
der the laws of the state of Tennessee, with 
a capital of $160,000, to take over the busi- 
ness of Messrs. Waish & Weidner of Chatta- 
nooga. There are few boiler mailing con- 
cerns in the United States more widely and 
favorably known than Messrs. Waish & 
Weidner have been and their work has a 
reputation as being always up to the highest 
standard. The new corporation will of 
course maintain the excellence which has 
characterized everything turned out during 
the life of the old firm and they desire to 
solicit the patronage which has been so 
liberally accorded to Messrs. Walsh & Weid- 
ner for so many years. The officers of the 
new corporation are M. Llewellyn, president; 
M. O. Weidner, vice-president and general 
manager, and A. H. Chapman, secretary and 
treasurer. 



deal of information of imponance to the 
sugar manufacturers who are about to in- 
stall oil-burning apparatus. The National 
Oil Burner & Equipment Co. does not sell 
burners without their other necessary equi^ 
ment, but they equip plants complete, in- 
cluding the burners, pressure tanks, with all 
fittings, and storage tanks where desired. 
They supply all piping and skilled labor for 
proper installation. They run the burners 
until inspected, when they are turned oyer 
to the purchasers. They use no expensiye 
pumps or standpipes for feeding the oil. in- 
-stalling only one small pump in their entire 
system. The oil is delivered clean and warm 
to the burners, which is accomplished by in- 
troducing hot water immediately under the 
oil, thereby removing all impurities held in 
mechanical solution in the 011, preventing 
the clogging of pipes and burners. They 
handle all sizes of tanks, pumps, oil meters 
and air compressors, and can make quick 
delivery. 

The National Oil Burner & Equipment Co. 
advise us that they have the only crude oil 
burner on the market for vertical and small 
horizontal boilers, requiring neither steam 
nor compressed air for proper burning of 
the oils. This burner requires only one and 
a half gallons of oil an hour for a ten-horse 
boiler. It is not necessary to remove the 
grate bars and the change from coal or wood 
to oil and vice versa, can be made in a few 
minutes. 

The National Oil Burner ft Equipment Co. 
are the makers of the Branch Steam Trap 
which is in use over a wide section of the 
country and which has brought forth some 
very high encomiums, as will be more fully 
seen from an inspection of their little book 
and cuts, mentioned at the beginning of this 
article, and which they will be glad to mail 
to any address on application. 



Thermometers — ^We desire to direct the at- 
tention of all our readers to the advertise- 
ment on our front cover of the Hohmann k 
Maurer Manufacturing Company, Rochester, 
N. Y., manufacturers of thermometers for 
sugar house use, as well as all sorts of goods 
in the same line. These people have been 
for years noted for the excellence of their 
goods and all who are in need of anything 
of this character should correspond with 
them and get their catalogue. 



E. W. Wiley, Jr., of Lecompte, La., man- 
ufacturer of horse-power hoisting drums, 
slingless cane transfers, plantation cars, etc., 
whose advertisement appears on page 2 of 
this Journal, has written to us saying that 
he will begin a trip through the sugar dis- 
trict about June 2nd and that he will be very 
glad to call on everybody who will write to 
him requesting a visit from him. 



The National Oil Burner <6 Equipment 
Company of 8t, Louis, whose advertisement 
we have had the pleasure of carrying for 
some time in this Journal, has issued an in- 
structive little book with descriptive cuts 
about oil burning which contains a great 



Personal. 

Mr. S. O. LeBlanc of Plaquemine, who has 
a high reputation as a good cane cultivator, 
a good sugar manufacturer, and a good citi- 
zen, came down to New Orleans last Wednes- 
day morning en a business trip. 

Mr. Ceo. R. Murrell of Iberville parish, 
where he owns and operates the Tally-Ho 
plantation, was registered at the St Charles 
hotel last Thursday. Mr. Murrell is one of 
our most progressive planters and was one 
of the pioneers in fuel oil 4>uming, having 
operated his factory with this fuel last sea- 
son. 

Mr. M. M. Neames, the well-known sugar 
house engineer of St. James parish, was a 
Thursday guest of the Cosmopolitan hotel. 
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A5cen5ion. 

(SPECIAL COBBSBPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Up to this (Wednesday) morning it looked 
as if there might he an indefinite continu- 
ance of the dry spell, but a cloudy day cul- 
minated this evening, shortly before night- 
fall, in a refreshing shower that has cooled 
the atmosphere delightfully, laid the dust 
and made existence generally more pleasant 
for the inhabitants of this favored locality. 
The precipitation has not been copious 
enough as yet to give the crops the good 
wetting they need, but the indications are 
that this evening's shower will be followed 
by others. One of the best known planters 
in this section says we don't need much rain 
at this time of the year, as this is the weed- 
growing c'ason and dry weather is essential 
to proper cultivation and the keeping of the 
crops clear from grass and weeds and the 
soil adequately pulverized and stirred up. 

According to the records of Weather Ob- 
server Park, affirmed by the experience of 
many of our most voluble and inveterate 
meteorological conversationalists, Monday 
was the hottdst day of the current season 
up to date. The temperature ranged from 
a maximum of 93 degrees down to a mini- 
mum of only 73, whereas the range on the 
following day was from 92 to 67 degrees. 

The river has been steadily falling and 
Bayou l^afourche is again closed to steam- 
boat navigation. The gauge reading at Don* 
aldsonville this morning was 8.25 feet above 
extreme low- water mai'k. 

Speaking of the bayou brings to mind the 
fact that an interesting controversy is brew- 
ing as to the advisability of closing the 
stream with a dike at Donaldsonville. A 
Joint meeting of the Atchafayla and La- 
fourche Basin levee boards was held to con- 
sider the subject, and by the vote of all the 
members of the Atchafalaya body and two- 
thirds of those of the Lafourche board, it 
was resolved That the (General Assembly of 
the state be recommended to sanction con- 
gressional action authorizing the construc- 
tion of a dike or dam across the head of the 
Lafourche. Three members of the Lafourche 
Basin board— President V. Maurin. of As- 
cension, E. L. Monnot, of Assumption and 
J. K. Tucker, of St James— opposed the pro- 
ject and have signed a minority report pro- 
testing against the proposed action. The 
main arguments in favor of the scheme are 
that the lower portion of the Lafourche val- 
ley will be rendered immune from the fre- 
quent overflows occurring there in high wa- 
ter seasons, and that the levee boards will 
be saved the labor and expense of maintain- 
ing many miles of levees. The most potent 
reasons urged against the project are the 
general unwisdom of closing a navigable 
stream, and thus losing its valuable influ- 
ence as a competitor of the railroads and 
a protector of the people against high trans- 
portation rates, curtailing the water supply 



for irrigation of rice crops along the bayou 
and the certainty that it will be many years 
before the implied promise to substitute 
locks for the dike will be carried out. The 
opinion has been quite freely expressed, in 
engineering circles, as well as elsewhere, 
that the so-called "temporary dam" will be- 
come a permanency if it is ever built, and 
this fear is arousing the opposition of many 
people who might be disposed to tolerate, if 
not absolutely favor, the closing project if 
the assurance could be given of the early 
construction of locks. A mass-meeting was 
held at Napoleonville Sunday, at which reso- 
lutions were adopted and speeches made 
strongly opposing the mooted scheme to 
close the Lafourche, and a committee of 
prominent citizens and property holders was 
appointed to memorialize the General As- 
sembly on the subject. 

A. M. Parker, for some years assistant 
manager of one of the plantations of the 
Miles Company's group in this parish, but 
now manager of the Anchorage Planting 
Company's Kelson plantation in West Ba 
ton Rouge, surprised his Ascension friends 
with a visit on Wednesday, the first with 
which he has favored them in over two 
years. He is in prime physical condition, 
being stouter and heavier than ever before 
in his life, and speaks in the most favorable 
terms of his position and prospects. The 
crop outlook on Kelson is all that could be 
desired as to cane, which shows a fine stand 
throughout, and if the season proves as fav- 
, orable to the end as up to this time he ex- 
pects to roll up a handsome tonnage from 
the 475 acres that will be cut for the mill. 
Corn is languishing for rain, not enough of 
which has fallen on- the plantation to stop 
field work at any time since January. 

On the principle that one good turn de* 
serves another, the associate members of 
the Ascension Club are going lo entertain 
the full members of the organization at din- 
ner on the next meeting date, Wednesday, 
June 4. The affair is in the hands of a com* 
mittee composed of James Fortier, chair 
man; Fred. Landry, B. J. Vega, Felix Kahn, 
Dr. J. V. St. Martin and Willie J. LeBlanc. 
That there will be another good time in the 
club rooms goes without saying. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(8PBGIAL COBBSSPOHDBlfCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been favorable this week 
and planters have been- able to carry on. 
their work almost without interruption. The 
heat has been sufficient to make things grow. 
Most of the corn has been laid by in splendid 
shape, and there will be a good stand of 
peas. Cane is suckering and the stand will 
be good. 

A committee of U. S. Engineers recently 
met at Plaquemlne to consider the question 
of continuing work on the locks under the 
Stewart & Co. contract, owing to certain 
changes made necessary by the settling of 



the lock walls. It is to be hoped that their 
report will soon start the work again and 
carry it to a speedy completion. We are 
assured that this important work will be 
completed but we fear the delay. There is 
hardly a doubt that this work would be fln« 
ished before January 1, 1904, but as it has 
taken six or seven years to accomplish about 
one-half, it looks as if the other half would 
be. dragged through the same space, unless 
our Representatives and Senators urge con- 
stant action. Stewart & Co. would no doubt 
be willing to throw up their contract for 
materials are much higher now than whea 
they took it, but we hope for the benefit of 
this section, that, if they are not released, 
they will be requested to display some of 
the spirit recently exhibited by them in Eng- 
land. 

The price of fuel oil has been raised to 
60 cents per barrel, owing to scarcity of car- 
riers. Were the locks at Bayou Plaquemine 
complete, several days on each round trip ta 
points on the upper coast by water froin the 
oil fields could be saved. - 

On a recent trip up the river by boat we 
noticed many rice planters using oil from 
wooden tanks or cisterns, which we think 
a good idea, owing to their inability to get 
iron tanks. The coal men are beginning to 
realize that they have a competitor. 

Mr. Daniel Hurley, of Plaquemine, has re- 
cently returned from Cuba, and thinks it 
a wonderful country and that no tariff con> 
cessions are necessary for its rapid develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Louis J. Dubemard, of St Gabriel, 
found the capacity of his pump too small 
for Bagatelle's rice crop and last week put 
in a new ten-inch pump. Fortunately his 
crop was in good soil and did not suffer by 
the delay. 

Rev. M. R. Hamals, of Plaquemine, has 
let the contract for painting St John's 
church. 

Mrs. C. W. Garrett, nee McFall, of Plaque- 
mine, was buried last week. The deceased 
was a most estimable lady and in a long 
and lingering illness showed wonderful pa- 
tience and Christian fortitude. 

Death has also lately removed from our 
midst Mr. E. Leonce Landry, second son of 
Hon. Alonzo Landry, of Bayou Goula» and 
Miss Mary Agnes Kearney, of Plaquemine, 
daughter of the late Dr. R. A. Kearney, and 
sister of Dr. F. J. Kearney. 

Mr. Bernard of the firm of Bernard A 
Grima, of New Orleans, was this week cir- 
culating among his friends, of whom there 
are many in Ibebvillb. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPBCIAL COBBUPONDUfCS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather during the past week has not 
been what the planters required, the lack of 
rainfall proving detrimental to the growing 
crops. Indeed, the showers have been ex- 
ceedingly partial, some sections getting good 
rains while others have had little, if any at 
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all. This was the case wll^ the rain of 
Thursday of last week, which was a perfect 
pour-down in the lower portion of the par- 
ish, while It scarcely attained the dignity of 
a drizzle In upper West Baton Rouge. On 
one plantation the ditches were overflowing 
in one place, but on the upper line of the 
plantation the field hands did not even stop 
work. A bank of black clouds In the south 
and the roll of distant thunder this (Thurs- 
day) morning give every promise of rain to- 
day. 

The absence of precipitation in some local- 
ities has proved to be a very serious matter. 
In these districts some of the canes have 
died while others are dying, and a heavy, 
soaking rain would be of Incalculable value. 
"The law of compensation" has, however, 
applied in the matter of the drouth, as It has 
enabled the planters to catch up with their 
field work and keep the crops worked pro- 
I)erly. Several of the larger planters were 
hoping for a rain before doing so. Much of 
the com is small, but the stand Is good, and, 
with timely rains, toere seems to be no rea- 
son why a good corn crop should not be made 
this year. 

The rice planters say they have absolutely 
no complaint to make. Their crops are good 
and promising and the outlook for them Is 
most encouraging. A gentleman who has 
been all over the rice district during the 
past two weeks says the rice crops In the 
lower portion of this parish are as pretty as 
any he has seen elsewhere throughout the 
state. 

The cotton farmers say their crops are 
coming out very nicely. While injurious to 
the cane, the dry weather has benefited the 
cotton. 

Hon. V. M. Lefebvre is one of the few 
large planters who says he has no "kick 
coming." He has a splendid cane crop, on 
which timely rains have fallen, and has suffi- 
cient labor to work it properly. 

Mr. E. Monteclno, of Viola plantation, was 
seriously injured in a runaway accident 
some weeks ago and is now reported to be 
in a dangerous condition. 

A number of men representing fuel oil 
companies have been In the parlsn during 
the past week, putting the finishing touches 
to fuel oil contracts entered into with vari- 
ous planters earlier In the season. As has 
already been stated in this correspondence, 
every planter who can possibly do so will 
burn oil next fall In 

West Baton Rougb. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPONDBlfCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Ideal weather for all crops has prevailed 
lor the last part of May, in fact, we may 
9ay all of this month. Assumption has been 
favored with rains when needed, and yet 
not BO constant that the Magnolia cultivators 
pouM not get around and keep the grass out 



of the cane. The showers have brought up 
the peas to a fine stand, and the 'ground is 
in excellent tilth. As a result of careful and 
constant cultivation, and the warm weather 
and moisture in the ground, the canes are 
growing rapidly and the com is taking on 
the dark green hue so indicative of thrift 
and of full ears later on. The cane is not 
as large as it is at this season during the 
most favorable of years, but we doubt if the 
stand was ever any better taking it as a 
whole, or if the general thrlftlness of the 
plant and stubble was ever exceeded during 
May. Some planters are already speaking 
of laying by their new ground cane at the 
next working. Nearly all of the corn crop 
has been laid by, and the managers will con- 
centrate their best endeavors to keeping the 
cane in its present satisfactory condition, 
and if possible to push its growth. 

A magnificent crop of com, a promising 
stand of peas, together with the cane crop 
point to a very successful planting year, un- 
less the season from now on gives some un- 
looked for backset Tet it is of course en- 
tirely too early in the season to more than 
hint at the future yield, with the remem- 
brance of the experiences of the disastrous 
campaign of '98 In our minds, vividly im- 
pressed on the mind through the agency of 
a depleted pocketbook, it behooves one to 
be more than ordinarily cautious in predict- 
ing the outcome of a cane crop in Louisiana, 
or as one planter has pithily put it, "the 
sugar crop is not to be counted upon, until 
the sugar is In the barrel, and the barrel sold 
and paid for," to which a chorus of fellow 
sufferers responded "Amen!" 

However, there is comfort in the thought 
that up to the present time there is at least 
a prospect of a banner crop. 

At a hastily called meeting at the court- 
house on Sunday last our citizens recorded 
their protest against the proposed damming 
of Bayou Lafourche, and a aeiegation was 
appointed to present to the legislature the 
emphatic views entertained by ninety-nine 
hundredths of the people of Assumption on 
this matter. The opposition to this matter 
has not died out as some of the New Orleans 
papers glibly state, and our people will 
never willingly deprive themselves of their 
natural waterways, but strongly resent any 
attempt to dam the Lafourche. As to lock- 
ing it, that is another matter. 

The rice planters are hard at work fioodlng 
their fields, and the few showers have not 
been sufficient to help them to any great ex- 
tent They report the outlook as fiattering, 
and say that the use of fuel oil will mean 
money in their pockets. One of the largest 
rice crops in the parish is that of Mr. Carroll 
Barton, and we are told that his four crops, 
cane, corn, peas and rice, are all up to the 
high standard for which Magnolia Is noted. 

The serious Illness of Mr. Drauzln Hlmel 
is a matter of regret throughout the entire 
parish, and it is feared that he can last but 
a short time. More Anon. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOMPBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather cpntinues favorable for crops. 
Rain would not be objectionable, but noth- 
ing is suffering except rice, that Is not sit- 
uated so it can be irrigated, or that which 
has not been reached by water from the 
canals. Cane is very fine and is growing 
nicely, corn is in splendid shape. The first 
planting has all been laid by and promises 
a full yield; young com is also very prom- 
ising. Cotton has Improved very much for 
the past ten days. The stand is good, the 
acreage is equally as large as last year and 
the plant looks well. Considerable more 
attention is being paid to cotton In this sec- 
tion this year than for some time before; 
quite an acreage of cotton was planted in 
the cane district east of the Vermilion river 
and it is being nursed with care. Rice con- 
tinues fine. It is rapidly improving and 
promises a most magnificent crop. The 
Planteb correspondent took a run throuf^ 
the rice section of Vermilion, west of the 
Vermilion river, a few days ago, and from 
Abbeville to Lake Arthur, a distance of 40 
miles, is one continuous rice field. There 
is rice to be seen In all stages from seeding 
to heading. Most of the crop, however, is 
just large enough to Irrigate and is in a 
healthy condition. The canals are all run- 
ning full blast and lands are being flooded 
as rapidly as water can be had to put on 
them. The rice crop this year will be at 
least 50 per cent larger than last year and 
possibly will exceed that proportion of in- 
crease. 

The machinery is being installed In the 
Planters' Rice Mill of this place. The work 
is progressing very nicely and every indl- 
cation points to a completion of the mill by 
August 15th. This mill when completed will 
be one of the best equipped mills In the state 
and will have a capacity of 1,200 barrels of 
rice in 24 hours. 

Mr. Ellas Broussard will erect a large rice 
storage warehouse at Erath on the Southern 
Pacific railroad. This warehouse will be 
used to take care of the large rice crop being 
raised at Erath and vicinity this year. The 
building will be 100x200. There will be a 
number of warehouses erected along the rail- 
road from New Iberia to Gueydan. Mr. H. 
L. Gueydan of Gueydan will erect a large 
warehouse; there will be warehouses erected 
at Kaplan and Mulvey and possibly other 
points. 

A wholesale grocery company was organ- 
ized here recently under the name of the 
Merchants' Grocery Company, Ltd. Ell Wise 
was elected president, W. H. Hunter, vice- 
president, and J. E. Nettles, secretary and 
treasurer. They have a capital of $25,000, 
and will begin business at once. P. C. M. 



West Vermillion, 

(8PBCIAL COBBBSPOMSBXrCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 
The weather for the past week has been 
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ideal for the planting of rice and from all 
reports we judge that the farmers, or at least 
90 per cent, of them, are through planting. 

The rice crop as a whole could not be bet- 
ter, taking into consideration the dryness of 
the season. A heavy rain would be very ac- 
ceptable and the elements to-day have every 
indication that the summer rains are about 
to set in. 

The flooding of rice is getting to be very 
general throughout this immediate section. 

There seems to be different opinions among 
the farmers this year, in regard to the proper 
heighth that rice should attain before flood- 
ing should take place, and for the benefit of 
your readers we have sought the opinion of 
a number of our most successful farmers, 
and 90 per cent, of them claim that it is not 
safe to flood rice too young, but prefer to wait 
until the rice is from 5 to 6 inches high, as 
there is great danger of scalding it out; but 
if showers are i.requent enough to keep the 
soil thoroughly moist, it is well that the rice 
be 8 inches high before being flooded. 

Water in the bayous on which our pump- 
ing plants are located shows no signs of 
scarcity, and in fact they contain more fresh 
water than at any time this year. 

The Queydan Rice Mill is having a num- 
ber of residences removed trom a block 
which they own in this city, for the purpose 
of erecting a mammoth rice warehouse, 
which will be a single story 300x300 feet in 
size. It is also rumored that this mill will 
double their capacity for the coming crop. 

X. P. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPKCIAL COBBE8PONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

With the exception of an occasional show- 
er there has been nothing to interrupt the 
farmers during the past flve days in the work 
of cultivating their crops. Corn is now mak- 
ing a fine growth and at this date presents 
a beautiful, dark green appearance. All the 
first planting of corn will begin to silk and 
tassel during this and next month. The 
late corn is growing very fine and will be 
laid by as early as possible to permit the 
farmers to give more of their time and at- 
tention to the cultivation of cotton, which 
now requires so much more care than the 
other crops. I find from careful observa- 
tion that the cotton crop in this parish has 
been Increased from five to ten per cent, 
which, looked at in one light, would indicate 
that the tendency among the agriculturists 
of the South was towards King Cotton, re- 
gardless of the results which may follow in 
the wake of a 12,000,000 or 14,000,000 bale 
crop. The acreage to com has not been in- 
creased in proportion in this parish. Judging 
from the present outlook the corn crop now 
growing will fall short long before the 1903 
crop can be grown. The warm weather which' 
we are now having, with ample moisture in 
the soil, is bringing the cane crop out won- 
derfully and it is making a beautiful growth 
and the cane raisers are enthusiastic over 



their present prospects. It must be admit- 
ted, to the credit of the cane raisers, that 
they have, as a rule, planted a large acre- 
age of corn as well as peas and alfalfa, while 
on the other hand, the cotton planters have 
Increased their acreage to the fleecy staple 
and have to some extent neglected the very 
important corn crop. It has been learned 
that the late rains did not extend over all 
parts of the parish of St. Landry. The coun- 
try to the south of Opelousas down to La- 
fayette is now needing rain to bring out the 
growth of such crops as cane, com and cot- 
ton. From Washington, La., north to Alex- 
andria, there has been during the past two 
weeks rain in abundance to supply all the 
.moisture needed to make the crops grow for 
the next two or three weeks. Reports from 
Marksville and other points in this parish 
state that for the present the rainfall has 
been ample for all purposes. The crops are 
growing and promising well. Messrs. Phil- 
lips & Kelley of Eola are said to be well ad- 
vanced with their field work. Their heavy 
acreage to cane has been thoroughly culti- 
vated and it is now showing a remarkably 
fine growth. 

Dr. W. D. Haas has a fine cane crop on his 
Oak Hall plantation with Mr. John Grayson 
as manager. Oak Hall will come to the 
front this fall with a heavy tonnage of cane 
and overfiowing cribs of corn. Mr. M. Tif- 
fraud, of Eola, has a field of beautiful cane, 
which is a delight to the eye of any cane 
raiser. Mr. R. Wier, of Eola, has a number 
of acres of cane which are now about ready 
to lay by. Mr. Robt. Irion of Eola has a large 
acreage planted, this season to cane, cotton 
and corn. There are others in the same lo- 
cality who are so far up with their field and 
plantation work that with a favorable sea- 
son from now on they will be able to harvest 
a heavy yield of cotton, cane and com in the 
fall. Late advices from Barbreck are very 
favorable In every respect. The corn and 
cane crops are said to be the best known for 
years, besides such a heavy pea crop has 
been planted and with acre after acre of al- 
falfa the planters of Barbreck and locality 
may justly feel proud of their crop pros- 
pects. 

As I close this for the mail, the weather 
is none too favorable, all indications point- 
ing to showers. Ebin. 



St. Jame»— Risrht Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The most important feature of the weather 
during the past week has been the excessive 
heat which was of the July and August type. 
As a consequence, the work of cultivation 
has been a difficult task, especially for the 
mules, and we have heard of a few cases of 
prostration from heat Fortunately the hot 
wave was at times modified by a delightful 
breeze, which made it endurable. Another 
complaint to be made is in regard to rain, 
or rather the lack of it, especially In the lo- 
calities which were not visited by rain a 



fortnight ago. In these dry sections it 
seems the cane and corn crops are actually 
suffering and unless the required moisture 
is vouchsafed, the results are apt to prove 
fatal. However, where rain has fallen, ev- 
erything is fiourishing, the growth has been 
renewed and other good points intensified 
Peas are all up and a luxuriant crop seems 
inevitable. It has been possible to keep up 
with seasonable work, in spite of the scarci- 
ty of labor, and now everything is well un- 
der control, which is demonstrated by our 
well worked fields. Grass was inclined to 
enter into competition with cane in its 
growth, but the ready application of the- hoe 
eradicated it. Ditch banks are being cleaned 
gradually, and are no longer an eye-sore to 
the observer. Most of the difficulties in the 
working of a crop have been overcome, and 
now is the time when one is able to go 
straight along; at least, it should be so, but 
since about two days, we are threatened with 
an "army worm" attack, which will require 
absolute attention should the present num- 
ber of these insects increase. An immediate 
remedy has been applied where the worm 
has made its appearance, which, according 
to experiments made heretofore, has proven 
successful. 

Laylng-by time is approaching fast, and 
as we stated In last week's report, there is 
some cane ready to submit to the process. 

Mr. B. Pring, of the Oneida Planting Com- 
pany, has been drying sugar since the past 
two weeks. 

Messrs. Graugnard and Cairo, of Sidney, 
Bonsecour and M. B. C. plantations, seem 
to be giving special attention to building 
up this year. They have just completed a 
stable on M. B. C. and are building houses 
on Sidney. The latest addition to their 
emporium on the latter place is an acetylene 
gas apparatus. 

Miss Regina Schexnaldre, of Esperanza 
plantation, St. Charles parisn, is visiting 
relatives In St James. 

Dr. Numa HImel and brother. Hector, of 
St Amelia plantation, visited their uncle, 
Mr. Drauzin Hlmel, of Assumption parish, 
last week. St. James. 



5t. James>-Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Notwithstanding the many indications of 
an approaching rain we are still impatiently 
awaiting the arrival of some moisture for 
the crops, as all that which came two weeks 
ago has completely disappeared and more 
rain is becoming a crying necessity. Since 
my last letter our little town of Convent has 
had two slight showers, but they were of 
such a local nature that some of the plant- 
ers close to the town did not get any rain at 
all. Wednesday morning the atmosphere 
was remarkably cool and a strong breeze 
blew from a northeasterly direction and at 
noon some thick clouds gathered which be- 
fore evening brought a thunder storm. Ev- 
erybody expected a good rain, but they were 
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■disappointed, for the elements quieted down 
without any precipitation. 

The crops, notwithstanding the parching 
effects of the hot sun, are bearing up splen- 
didly and with this fair weather all plan- 
tation work is carried on undisturbed. /Plow- 
ing is the chief occupation at present and 
the cultivators are also running and the 
planters are keeping a careful eye on their 
-ditch banks and having them well cleaned. 
The rice, planters are all busy irrigating 
their crops and seem by no means displeased 
as the outlook for them is so far good. The 
principal topic of conversation during the 
past few days has been the change of man- 
agement on the Oneida plantation. Mr. 
Pring has severed his connection with the 
place. Mr. L. F. Cowan, at one time a resi- 
dent of this state, but now of Texas, has suc^ 
ceeded him. On his arrival In our parish, 
Mr. Cowan visited the several planters and 
other residents of this vicinity in order to 
make their acquaintance and he impressed 
everybody as being a gentleman of sterling 
qualities. He hopes to make Oneida one 
of the leading places of Louisiana. He ex- 
pects to leave in a few days for a short visit 
to his home in Texas and on his return will 
take up his permanent abode on the Oneida 
plantation. 

The marriage of our young friend, Mr. Eu- 
gene Dam are, and Miss Celestine Jacobs, 
which took place Wednesday evening at St. 
Michael's church, comes as a surprise to 
their many frieiids. Mr. Damare Is the 
•son of Dr. Damare of Lafourche parish. Miss 
Jacobs is the daughter of that well-known 
l»lanter, Mr. Camille Jacobs, for many years 
the proprietor of the Uncle Sam plantation, 
in partnership with his brother. 

From present Indications I think that be- 
fore this letter is printed we will have en- 
Joyed a heavy rainfall. Convent. 



L«wer Coast. 

(SPECIAL COBRBflPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

If the seven past days have not been a 
Tecord week for the month of May in the 
matter of heat then the writer of this letter 
Tias no memory for meteorological conditions 
in this part of the country. It is a rare thing 
:for the mercury on the Lower Coast to reach 
^0 degrees in the shade, even during the 
mid-summer; but two or three days since 
the 20th inst., it has reached or passed that 
^gure and every other day it has come with- 
in two degrees of it. If this be the spring, 
the question arises, what is the summer going 
to give us in the way of thermal fervor? 
Some of us local Pelicanites are of the opin- 
ion that perhaps this most extraordinary and 
unseasonable temperature has been brought 
about by the enormous amount of hitherto 
«ub-terrestrial heat which has recently been 
liberated from ine interior of the earth by 
the irightful eruptions of Monts Pelee and 
La Soufriere, in the Windward Islands of 
our American Mediterranean. The general 
direction of the wind, since those volcanic 



vents have been turned loose having been 
from the southeastward, rather adds force 
to that theory. 

In the prevailing high temperature the 
cane on most of the fields of the Lower 
Coast has grown 'with astonishing rapidity. 
This is specially true of the plant cane, which 
in this immediate section may now be con- 
sidered well ahead of an average season in 
size, stai)d and all other conditions. The 
first year stubble is not yet up to a general 
average and the second year is still further 
backward; but the superiority of the plant 
cane more than makes up for the deficiency 
in the stubble. 

The ubiquitous cane-borer has put in his 
appearance to some extent this spring and 
on Magnolia the "culling squads" are busy 
with scalping knives against the same. Last 
week the writer enjoyed a pleasant though 
brief visit from Governor Warmoth, who 
reports a good plant cane crop on Magnolia 
and its tributary plantations, and a some- 
wnat backward stubble crop. 

The work of laying-by was regularly com- 
menced on Junior and Deer-Kange plantar 
tions of the Myrtle Grove tributaries^ on 
May 22, and is now proceeding steadily on- 
ward. 

The extra large lower coast com crop has 
all been laid by and sown in cowpeas or 
velvet beans mostly. As the ears of some 
of the fields are now in silk there is a good 
time close at hand for the "coona" both quad- 
rumana and biped. ^ On the right bank Of 
Plaquemines parish" there appears to be a 
larger acreage in corn than your corre- 
spondent can remember ever having seen in 
this section. 

The management of the Orange Blossom 
route has shown a deal of enterprise this 
winter and spring — first we had the benefit 
of a fiyiag oyster special to Buras, then a 
fast early vegetable express was started out 
and continues to make its speedy dally trips 
with close connections to the great trunk 
lines terminating in the Crescent City, and 
the latest project is to add a sumptuous Pull- 
man sleeper to the daily mixed passenger and 
freight train. 

The Lower Coast is surely becoming pro- 
gressive, with six railway trains a day 
threading its cane and rice fields and orange 
groves and truck gardens, with three of the 
largest sugar centrals in the state and the 
largest paper mill in the South; with two 
great oyster and vegetable canneries, and 
with the prospect of having the great Beau- 
mont petroleum barge terminus with the 
mammoth tank station in its midst. 

There is one improvement more wanted, 
which promises a fortune to the man estab- 
lishing it, that is a first-class modern rice 
mill to replace the dbzen or more that once 
fiourished in the Empire Rice Parish. 

May 27, 1902. "G." 



the latter part of last week showers have 
been falling which finally began to come in 
torrents, and much oftener than is really 
necessary. Field work which has been 
pushed on rapidly has been interrupted, and 
the grass in some places will get in its work. 
However, it Is to be hoped that the rain will 
stop, and we be given a goodly amount of 
sunshine, which is very much needed at 
present A few weeks ago we were com- 
plaining of the dust being disagreeable; it 
is now equally as bad, if not worse, to travel 
in the mud, and if the rains which have 
been faUing daily oontinue our roads will 
be impassable to travelers. — Herald. 



St. Charles. 

It is an old saying that "it never rains un- 
less it pours" is being Illustrated to us. Since 



Comfort for Animals — Economy for 
Owners. 

That flies and insects annually cause great 
Joss to owners of animals, there can be no 
'doubt. Even when animals are not killed 
by contagion infected flies, the loss of en- 
ergy and condftion due to fighting files is 
very great, and would be appalling if it 
could be expressed in dollars and cents If 
there was no money loss, no owner of work 
animals, with a drop of humane blood In his 
veins, would allow his animals to be tor- 
tured by flies, if it were practical to avoid it 

A practical protection against flies must 
be an effective protection at a cost that would 
not be unreasonable. There is hardly a 
planters or farmer who has not at one time 
or another, or many times, bought prepara- 
tions advertised to protect animals against 
flies. 

Each year sees a new crop of Anti-Fly 
ointments or oils. With one striking excep- 
tion, every Anti-Fly preparation in the mar- 
ket, is exactly alike in one particular. For 
all Anti-Fly cures, except one, the victim 
pays his money and takes his chances. The 
man who sells the "Anti-Fly" has the money 
and the rule has been that the purchaser has 
a worthless preparation. 

There is one shining exception, Congo Gnat 
Oil. This oil was placed on the market 
seven years ago, after the discoverer had 
tested it on his own animals, and finding it 
most effective, was justifled in recommend- 
ing it to the public, with one condition, how- 
ever: To his recommendation, he added the 
condition, "try it yourself." He said, "if 
you don't flnd it as good as I have found it, 
don't pay for It." His position was further 
expressed in these words: "I don't want the 
money for this oil if you don^ get the bene- 
flt." 

Thousands have ordered Congo Gnat Oil 
on this guarantee. Hundreds have testified 
to the worth of Congo Gnat Oil, not only 
by ordering it two or more times in the 
same season, but by ordering it year after 
year. Many have from thankfulness, written 
voluntary testimonials to the worth of the 
oil. 

A magnificent testimony, both to the value 
of Congo Gnat Oil and to the intrinsic hon- 
esty of the majority of mankind, is a fact, 
that out of thousands of customers^ since 
this oil was put on the market in 1895, that 
but three have failed, for any cause, to pay 
for the oil. Two of the three stated that the 
oil was too strong; that while it kept off the 
files, it took off the hair. The formula has 
been modified to fully avoid that complaint, 
while the oil is now more eftective than 
ever. 

The man who buys Congo Gnat Oil takes 
it on trial, and is sole judge of the merit. If 
he says it is good, he pays for it If not, no 
questions are asked. 

The manufacturers of Congo Gnat Oil, R. 
McWilliams, Limited, New Orleans, quote 
prices and show a few testimonials in their 
advertisement on page xix. 
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FORHIQN LBTTBBS. 

Berlin. 

(special cobrcspondbncb.) 

Berlin, May 11, 1902. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The month of May, the so-called month of 
bliss, answers this year very little to that 
description. Last week was cold from be- 
ginning to end, and In various districts the 
temperature sank as low as to produce white 
frosts- Fortunately there have been also 
frequent showers of rain, which, in a certain 
measure, mitigated the efT^cts of the cold, 
but, notwithstanding, the damage done is 
important. In the valleys of the Saar the 
entire vine crop is destroyed and so it is 
in the Tyrol and in Switzerland. The beet 
fields have also severely su/fered and this in 
a threefold manner, as many fields must be 
resown, the young plants being frozen; in 
the second place the fields lately sown were 
prevented from coming up and thirdly the 
sowings have been interrupted in order to 
wait for warmer weather and to insure a 
better coming up and a more complete stand. 
Quite early sowings, however, are said to 
be in a satisfactory condition, but on the 
whole, the season has not started in quite 
a desirable manner, and It will require later 
on more favorable weather to make the crop 
turn out a good one. As to the situation in 
the other beet-growing countries it need be 
added only that abnormally cola weather has 
prevailed In all Europe, Italy not excepted, 
and that therefore everywhere an improve- 
ment of the climatic conditions in the direc- 
tion of a more warm and cheerful weather 
is strenuously longed for. 

With regard to the importance of this 
year's beet sowings the figures denote for 
the countries comprised in the Statistical 
Union a reduction of 11.3 per cent, and ab- 
solute figures compare as follows, last year's 
in parenthesis: Germany, 423,471 hectares, 
(476,873 hec); Austro-Hungarlan Monarchy, 
303,930 h.. (362,700 hec); France, 223,300 
hec, (293,000 hec); Belgium, 52,900 hec, 
(59,600 h.); Holland, 31,165 h., (47,969); 
Sweden, 24,236 h., (28,998 h.). It will be seen 
that all of these countries have sown less 
than last year, but there are two, namely 
Russia and Denmark, with a small surplus, 
the former being listed with 595,130 hectares 
(589,241), and the latter wJth 15,200 hec, 
(14,500 h.) Tlie reduction in Germany 
amounts to 11.2 per cent, and If we suppose 
the crop to the acre as turning out to be a 
good middling one, perhaps 30 tons to the 
hectare, this would represent another 10 
per cent, as last year's yield amounted to 
about 33 tons, which was an extraordinary 
good result, so that a difference of about 20 
per cent in favor of last year might ensue. 
This, however, as I must repeat, for Ger- 
many alone. Now the question of the area 
to be sown with beets being settled, it de- 
pends on the weather what the next crop 
will be. One remark, however, I cannot help 
adding. It has been feared — and you will re- 



member, that I have alluded to it— that one 
or two countries might restrict their sow- 
ings, whilst the others would think it time 
enough when some other parties would do 
so. but this, on the whole, happily has not 
come true, although it will perhaps seem to 
many persons, that the restriction is not 
sufficient to place the sugar market during 
next campaign on a sounder basis. Be- 
sides, it has been confirmed by the Inquiry 
of the Statistical Union that a number of 
factories will not work at all next campaign, 
viz: four in Germany, eight in Holland and 
four in Belgium. 

The debate on the Brussels convention and 
the new sugar law in the Reichstag has been 
opened by a speech recommending the bill 
by the Chancellor of the. Empire, Count von 
Bulow, and he was seconded by the Secretary 
of State of the Interior, Count Posadowsky, 
furthermore, by some deputies of the left 
(progressists and socialists j, whilst the op- 
posing parties held back in general with 
their arguments but endeavored to prevent 
a too hasty decision, in which policy they 
have been successful, inasmuch as they suc- 
ceeded in getting the bill submitted to a com- 
mission of 28 members especially appointed 
for the purpose. The Reichstag itself has 
adjourned to the third of June, but the com- 
mission will begin its deliberations on the 
27th inst. It is, however, very Improbable 
that in this session or rather before its ad- 
journing definitely, the question will be set- 
tled, so that the ultimate decision can be 
hardly expected before next autumn. 

The sacchai'lne question, which is so in- 
timately connected with The sugar law, be- 
gins also to engage again the attention of 
our legislators. The other day the daily pa- 
pers contained a suggestion that the pro- 
duction of saccharine should be monopolized 
by the government, and all factories of the 
stuff bought by the state and managed only 
in its interest. It seems, however, that a 
plan like this does not meet with the appro- 
val of either the government or of the po- 
litical leaders; at least, there has been no 
official echo in this respect On the other 
hand it is pretty sure that the bill, which 
now for more than a year has been before 
the Reichstag, will undergo a radical change. 
The sugar industry and its representatives 
insist now peremptorily that the free sale 
of the article should be stopped and only 
drug stores should be permitted to sell it, 
on medical prescriptions. 

The markets were last week less active and 
also less firm, but the tone in general has 
been steady. The trade it seems has been 
somewhat disappointed that your refiners 
over there have not continued buying in 
Europe, but this Infiuence has been counter- 
balanced by the abnormal weather described 
above. A strange fact is that the factories 
begin offering new campaign sugars at the 
low prices now prevailing. Prices close in 
most instances a little higher than last 
week. At Magdeburg actual 88 per cent su- 



gar are now quoted at M.7.30-7.60 and de- 
livery May is worth at Hamburg M. 6.325. 
Refined prices are reduced by 50 pfennigs for 
100 kilograms. Robebt Hennig. 

Havana. 

(SPECIAIi COBBBSPONDBNCII. ) 

Havana, May 24, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market— Owing to the festivities 
connected with the establishment of the 
Republic of Cuba, and advices of a further 
decline in New York, business was rather 
light at this place and comprises only about 
20,000 bags centrifugals which changed 
hands at from 1.53 to 1.60 cents per pound, 
for 95-96 test, at which prices market closes 
to-day quiet and nominal. 

Crop and Weather Reports — The dry 
weather continued prevailing and although 
this circumstance was highly favorable to 
labor in the fields, very little is being done 
in this way, the unimportance of sales ef- 
fected in sugars this year having deprived 
the majority of planters and cane growers 
of the necessftry means to cultivate their 
fields on a large scale and the few who are 
in better position are utterly discouraged 
at the prospects for the next season. 

Grinding may now be considered as virtu- 
ally over and the output of the few planta- 
tions still at work, is not likeiy to alter, in 
any perceptible manner, the total amount of 
this year's crop, to which is to be added as 
yet the sugar that still remains on the plan- 
tations and at the railway stations and of 
which no accurate account can be given un- 
til it arrives and is 'stored at shipping ports. 

Reciprocity— Although the news regard- 
ing reciprocity is anything but satisfactory, 
as it is rather difficult to say when the bill 
already voted in Congress will be discussed 
by the Senate, planters still hold back their 
sugars in the expectation that the promised 
tarifT reduction will soon be granted; but 
were the uncertainty regarding same to be 
prolonged until the maturity of the loans 
made on said sugars, planters would then be 
compelled to force sales, which should cer- 
tainly cause prices to decline to a further 
extent and bring total ruin to many. 

A new cane unloader — A new cane unload- 
er has just been tested on plantation "Pro- 
gresso" at Cardenas, and it has aftorded such 
satisfactory results, that it was proclaimed 
by all those who witnessed the trial, the best 
apparatus of its kind known to date, on this 
island. 

Aforesaid unloader has over all others the 
advantage of being quite plain and cheap, 
as very little wood and less iron enter into 
its construction; few men are needed to han- 
dle it; it needs no special engine, as it is 
moved by that of the cane carrier? it unloads 
a cartload of cane in two minutes and a car- 
load in six minutes; It stows the cane on the 
carrier at any quantity or thickness, as may 
be desired; it can keep in its receptacles as 
much cane as the mill can grind in 24 hours; 
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which is a great advantage in oase of stop- 
page, when the carrier remains inactive, the 
cane on same can he readily removed to the 
receptacles by the oxen that pull the cart or 
the wagon; only two men are needed to 
unload a cart and three for a wagon, or rail- 
way car. 

The dimensions of the apparatus are 80 
feet long by 20 feet wide and it is situated 
40 feet above the soil, on twelve solid posts. 

T. D. 



BartMidob. 

A dry March has been followed by a drier 
April, thus completing the four driest open- 
ing months of any year witnessed for many a 
season — certainly the driest for eight years. 
With the exception of 1897 when over 21 
inches fell in the early months, there has 
been during those eight years a gradual de- 
cline in the quantity of early rainfall, 
dwindling by many inches a year from 
about 20 inches in 1895 to 6% inches in 1902. 
So that evidently there have been marked 
meteorological changes affecting the early 
rainfall and reacting unfavorably on the 
young crop when planted late. Planters ob- 
servant of these changes have wisely taken 
to full planting in November and December, 
thus taking advantage of the late rains to 
establish the young crop, and as fast as ma- 
terial becomes available to trash thickly 
and so conserve moisture. The early plant- 
ed and €^rly trashed fields as we have fre- 
quently observed, are holding on bravely, but 
where planted late, or untrashed, the young 
crop is naturally suffering, as it needs must, 
sun parched for four months, and with only 
one inch all told very finely distributed in 
our district for April. The first week of 
May was absolutely dry, but sultry and hot, 
indicative of atmospheric disturbances and 
presaging rain, but about 2 p. m. on Wednes- 
day, the 7th, instead of . rain-clouds great 
dust-clouds in rolling masses, wave after 
wave, came up out of the west and draped 
both land and sea in sombre grey, darkening 
the sun, and mantling the land with gloom, 
and for two hours or more the roar 6f vol- 
canic battle came detonating across the sea 
in quick succession with an explosive energy 
only to be mimicked by the biggest guns. 
About 4 o'clock in the afternoon— Just 90 
years after the last memorable event of 1812 
— Souffrierre once more rained its "May 
dust'* on our island, blotting out the sun 
completely at 5 p. m., covering all up in 
darkest night and tormenting us with the 
most insinuating dust that it is possible to 
imagine. 

The scoria seem to have fallen uniformly 
throughout the island, in the central dis- 
tricts covering the soil to about two inches; 
and as the dust Is easily blown about by the 
winds, for a night and a day our island be- 
came a miniature and very disagreeable Sa- 
hara. 

But fortunately for us the showers now 
more than ever wished for — to lay the dust, 
to wash and to refresh th^ nlants, began on 



the evening of the 8th and promise to con- 
tinue. We trust these grateful showers, 
measuring about 70 parts in our district for 
Thursday night, are general, for we cannot 
be too thankful for the timely relief thus 
providentially afforded. But after all our 
temporary inconvenience Is nothing, hardly 
deserving a moment's consideration, did it 
not help us to realize the disaster that has 
befallen our neighbors and the better to 
sympathize with our fellow West Indians of 
Martinique and St. Vincent in their terrible 
suffering. — Agricultural Reporter, May 10. 



Cane Sugar in the Mauritius. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPOMDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Cane sugar is the «taple product of Mauri- 
tius. Sugar is manufactured in eighty 
mills. The number of mills was formerly 
200; in almost every place you may still be- 
hold chimneys, the remnant of our primi- 
tive industry when slavery gave the plant- 
ers cheap labor and when sugar fetched 
high prices. Since 20 years Mauritius has 
been suffering severely from the sugar crisis 
and our planters had to give up progressive- 
ly their old fashioned ways of working and, 
nowadays, there is not a single factory work- 
ing without triple-effect, vacuum pan and 
centrifugals. About 70 factories have dou- 
ble crushing, the rest have tr.ple crushing. 
About 10 factories have "secheries" or dry- 
ing houses, stone chambers where the ba- 
gasse loses 10 to 20 per cent of its moisture 
by contact with the hot gases, drawn from 
the furnaces by a powerful blower which 
forces them into the drying house. This 
apparatus permits us to dispense partly with 
the use of chimneys. 

The mean output of our factories is about 
2,200 tons of 95** sugar, the most important 
factory turning out 5,000 tons, 9 to 10 per 
cent of the weight of the canes. Formerly 
the factories crushed their own canes. When 
the smaller mills were destroyed, their canes 
were sent to the larger ones and part of 
their lands sold to small Indian planters. 
This class of planters has been on the in- 
crease since 16 years, some of the large es- 
tates give their inferior lands on lease to 
their laborers, the rent being proportioned 
to the weight of canes reaped. These labor- 
ers cultivate these lands after their regular 
work on the estate or on Sundays, with the 
help of their families. 

The Mauritius soils, of volcanic origin, are 
so much strewn with rock and stones that it 
is difficult to cultivate them with other agri- 
cultural implements than the pick-axe^ the 
relative cheapness of Indian labor allowing 
such work to be done without great expense. 

The Indian or coolie laborers are either 
new immigrants from India or the sons of 
old immigrants. The Indian population con- 
stitutes two-thirds of the total population. 
The Indian women and children also are 
employed in cane cultivation. The cane- 
tops only are planted and in holes, one 
acre containing from ^2,800 to 3,000 holes. 



Plantation time or planting time varies from 
Ck^tober to May, according as the estate is 
situated in the higher and cooler parts of 
the island (1,500 feet) or on the lowlands 
of the seaside where the temperature is 
higher and the rainfall Inferior. The cane 
tops are planted on pen manure; after the 
rainy season is over a new quantity of pen 
manure (10 to i5 pounds) and 4 ounces of 
chemical manure are used per hole. 

Plant canes are reaped after two years 
and ratoons after one year. In the higher 
parts of the island part of the ratoons are 
cut after two years' standing. On the sear 
side the canes contain about 14 per cent 
sucrose, whereas in the interior the average 
amount of sucrose is 12.5, with exceptional 
amounts of 13 an^ 14 per cent. 

The old planters have seen the decay of 
numerous cane varieties after several years' 
cultivation. The varieties now cultivated 
are the Lousier, the Iscambine, the Port 
Mackay, the Big Canna and a certain numb^* 
of seedlings produced in the island. The 
Big Canna canes give the highest return in 
weight and sucrose as plant canes. The 
seedlings, although not very rich, also give a 
high return. The Lousier and Iscamblne 
canes are without rivals for ratoons, these 
varieties being cuicivated by Indian planters 
up to tenth ratoons. It must be observed^ 
however, that such planters are satisfied 
with an annual return of 10 to 15 tons per 
acre, whereas the large estates have a return 
of 20 to 30 tons of cane per acre with excep- 
tional returns of 40 and 50 tons in plant 
canes of the Big Canna and seedlings varie- 
ties. The great planters do not cultivate 
more than five crops of ratoons. 

Since several years molasses has been suc- 
cessfully employed for cane manuring, 2 or 
3 litres of molasses being used per hole, be- 
fore planting. 

The factories generally work 15 to 18 
hours per day from August to January. The 
Indian laborers and workmen are supposed 
to work only 11 hours per day, but a small 
extra allowance of rice is sufficient to in- 
duce them to work 4 or 5 hours more per 
day. 

The raw Juice as it flows from the mill is 
mixed with sulphurous acid, either in solu- 
tion or in the gaseous state. Some factories 
add 1 pound of concentrated superphosphate 
per 500 gallons of juice. The acid juice is 
limed to neutrality an^ heated in the juice 
heaters and clariflers. The clear Juice is 
drawn off and sent to settling tanks, whence 
it proceeds to the triple or quadruple effects. 
The scums are mixed with an excess of lime 
and filtered, the filtered Juice being neutral- 
ized with superphosphate. The first masse 
cuite gives about 50 per cent of its weight of 
white crystals polarizing 97-98 for the Bom- 
bay market. The first sugar represents, as 
an average, 70 per cent of the total sugar. 
The second masse culte gives 33 per cent of 
Its weight of small white crystal^ testing 95 
to 96 per cent sucrose. The thLird masse 
cuite gives about 23 per cent by weight of 
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yellow sugar testing 85-88, whilst the fourth 
masse cuite gives 14 to 20 per cent yellow 
fourth sugar testing 84-85. The molasses 
contains from 27 to 40 per cent sucrose, the 
poorest molasses being the richest in glucose. 
Our factories obtain 80 to 87 per cent of the 
sucrose in the juice and 65 to 75 per cent of 
the sucrose in the canes, the Juice extraction 
ranging from 68 to 75 per cent in juice of 
weight of canes. 

Mauritius being situated on the usual path 
of tropical cyclones, is frequently visited by 
such storms. Droughts also are not uncom- 
mon. This year we had three cyclones in 
February, and last year one in January. 
The canes were very badly injured and it is 
most likely that the crop will be reduced 20 
per cent this year. 

One-third of last year's crop is not yet sold,- 
the influence of the German bounties and 
Kartel being keenly felt on the Indian mar- 
ket where our sugars have to be sold, the 
Indian merchants of Mauritius importing 
great quantities of Indian rice which they 
pay for In India with Mauritius sugars. New 
cauntervailing duties are likely to be used 
in India against the German and Austrian 
Kartels. 

MAUBrriAN. 



Th* Russian Beet SugAr Industry. 

A statement published in the St. Peters- 
burg Messenger of Finance^ Industry and 
Commerce, shows that the number of sugar 
factories operating in European Russia in 
1901-2 is 276 against 270 in 1900-01, 268 in 
1899-1890 and 242 in 1888-89. The area un- 
der beets was 510,336 dessiatines (1,308,771 
acres) against 1,308,671 acres in 1900-01, 
1,200,413 acres in 1899-1900, and 1,084,507 
acres in 1898-99. It appears from a com- 
parison of these figures that during the four 
years named there was a continuous increase 
in the acreage devoted to sugar beets, and 
that the total increase within the quadren- 
nial period covered amounted to 203,247 
acres, or a fraction more than 27 per cent. 

On an average for the four years 32.7 per 
cent of the total areas was on land pertain- 
ing to the sugar factories, but in 1901-02 the 
proportion on such land is a little less, be- 
ing about 30 per cent. — Crop Reporter, 

Su8:ar From 5orghum. 

E. B. Denison, a Chicago man, will put 
$275,000 into the building of a sugar mill 
at Independence, Kan., this spring. Mr. Den- 
ison thinks he has discovered a process by 
which high grade sugar may be manufac- 
tured from sorghum cane in commercial 
quantities, and at a profit. It may be re- 
marked in passing, that Mr. Denison is not 
the only man who has solved this problem. 
Some hundreds of other methods have been 
perfected in the past ten years. Uncle Sam, 
himself, plunged rather heavily in the sor- 
ghum sugar business and lost his money. 
There is a dismantled mill at Medicine Lodge 
and a fine plant in which bats roost and 
rabbits burrow at Fort Scott These are 



the monuments to the generosity of the gov- 
ernment in its attempts to foster the manu- 
facture of sorghum fifteen years or so ago. 
But sorghum sugar has never become a con- 
siderable article of commerce, nor succeeded 
in displacing the foreign product. 

Denison says he has solved the problem 
that puzzled the government experts. He 
has been for years a sugar broker in Chicago 
and knows the business from the kindergar- 
ten work to the commencement exercises. 
The trouble has been the impossibility of 
eliminating the acid from the Juice. It was 
this acid that spoiled the broth — or to be 
more specific, the sugar. Denison separates 
the acid from the Juice by subjecting the 
cane to intense heat. He carried on a series 
of experiments in Nebraska last summer 
which he thinks thoroughly demonstrated 
the value of his discovery. Previous to that 
time he had spent four years in making ex- 
periments. The best evidence, however, that 
he has something of value up his sleeve lies 
in the fact that he has raised $275,000 with 
which to give the business impetus. 

Denison blew into the Kansas gas belt 
seven or eight weeks ago. He Jogged along 
down the Santa Fe to lola, Chanute and Cof- 
feyville and finally lit at Independence. To 
Independence he made the somewhat remark- 
able proposition that if the town would fur- 
nish him with a gas well and a site for the 
factory he would build a sugar mill in the 
town. He didn't ask a bonus, and he told 
the Independence fellows, frankly, that the 
concern had no stock for sale. He didn't even 
think it worth while to tell the Indepen^ 
dence people that he proposed to invest $275,- 
000 in buildings and apparatus and that the 
factory would employ 100 people from the 
start. It so happened that Independence 
was awake when Denison hit the town, and 
after some consultation his proposition was 
acc^ted. 

He returned to Independence last week 
and the work on the sugar mill will begin at 
once. He has asked the farmers about In- 
dependence to come in and make contracts 
to grow 1,500 acres of sorghum the coming 
season. For the sorghum he agrees to pay 
$1.50 per ton at the factory. He will bring to 
Independence probably 500 people, and will, 
in time, take all the sorghum cane that 
section of Kansas can raise. If the thing 
pans out well a string of sugar factories 
will be built in Kansas, and the vertebra 
of the sugar trust will be in some danger of 
dislocation. Parkinson, the man who has 
charge of the government plant at Fort Scott, 
will be in the employ of the new compiany. 

Denison says ihat even in the event that 
his process proves practical, sugar will be 
the least valuable of the products from the 
sorghum cane. There are eight or nine by- 
products from the raw material. The pith 
of the cane is converted into cellulose and 
celluloid. Cellulose is the stuff that the gov- 
ernment uses to coat the steel Jackets of war- 
ships. The firm which furnishes it charges 



the government twenty cents a pound for it, 
but buys it from the producers at eight cents 
a pound. Smokeless powder manufacturers 
also use this pith in their business, and it 
is used extensively in making billiard balls. 
In the pith of sugar cane are always a 
number of tough, fine threads. Break the 
pith in two and the fine threads instead of 
breaking, pull out like a raveling on a coat 
sleeve. There is a good market for these 
threculs and they are used in the manufac- 
ture of imitation silk and leather. From the 
hard shell incasing the pith a good grade of 
book paper is made. The seed Is sold to the 
cereal manufacturers, and is afterwards sent 
out to consumers in neat bags and boxes la- 
beled "buckwheat flour." There are a great 
many people who think they have buckwheat 
cakes every morning for breakfast. The 
probabilities are that the batter was really 
from sorghum cane seed. The herbage of 
the cane brought to the factory is stripped 
and after being prepared is sold for cattle 
feed. And, finally, the acid which caused 
all the trouble in the first place is one of the 
component parts of carbolic acid and finds 
a ready sale. Not a scrap or particle of the 
cane goes to waste. Everything Is utilized. 
Denison says that sugar and syrup are really 
the by-products. The part of the cane that 
used to be piled to rot In the rear of the mill 
Is really the most valuable. — St. Louis Oro- 
cer. 



Personal 

Mr. John T. Moore, the prominent Terre- 
bonne sugar planter, was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago. 

Messrs. F. H. Lagarde and Philip Lagarde 
of Lafourche parish were among the recent 
arrivals of the Cosmopolitan hotel. 

Mr. D. J. Kerr, who has charge of the 
large sugar planting interests of Messrs. S. 
M. Swenson & Sons, on Bayou Sale, was at 
the St. Charles hotel last Monday, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Kerr. Mr. Kerr is not only 
a gentleman of many high accomplishments 
but is also one of the most thoroughly posted 
plantation managers that we have in Louisi- 
ana. 

Col. John R. Gheens of the Golden Ranch 
plantation In Lafourche parish was In the 
city a few days ago. Col. Gheens is getting 
ready to start on his annual trip to Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. I. S. Lothrpp, a leading cane grower of 
the lower coast, was a Monday guest of the 
Cosmopolitan hotel. 

Mr. C. A. Keller, of the Gem plantation, 
was at the Grunewald hotel on Tuesday. 
. lur. Frank S. Warmoth, son of Governor 
H. C. Warmoth, on the lower coast, was a 
Wednesday guest of the St Charles hotel. 

Mr. J. P. Kock, proprietor of the Belle Al- 
liance plantation in Assumption parish, was 
In the city on a visit during the past week 
and made his headquarters at the St. 
Charles hotel. 

Capt. Geo. B. Mann, of the lower coast, 
one of the best known sugar planters in the 
state and one of the most genial and well- 
informed members of the fraternity, was in 
New Orleans on Wednesday last. Capt. 
Mann registered at the St Charles hotel. 

Mr. Henry Delaune of Napoleonville was 
at the Cosmopolitan hotel about the middle 
of the week. 
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BEET BUQAR. 



Beet Sugmr Notes. 

The National Sugar Manufacturing Ck>m- 
pany. Sugar City, Colo., finished beet plant- 
ing about May 5. Eighty per cent of the en- 
tire acreage is up and bunching and thin- 
ning is rapidly progressing. The stand is 
considered very good, due to the efforts of 
the agriculturist in charge to prepare the 
land and plant early, in addition to which 
water was available at all times, when other 
portions of the state were suffering from 
drouth. The copious rain on Sunday, the 
18th Inst., added considerable moisture and 
general bunching and thinning is now the 
order of the day. More than six thousand 
acres are contributing to this factory this 
season; four thousand acres on the com- 
pany's land and twenty-one hundred acres 
amongst the farmers. Anticipating the usu- 
al deduction for bad germination and other 
causes, at least fifty-five hundred acres will 
be harvested, ensuring a long and profitable 
run for the factory. 

This factory extracted last year 13% per 
cent of the sugar in the beet, without the 
benefit of a molasses extraction plant. The 
company uses its molasses for feeding in 
connection with pulp and alfalfa, 1,200 head 
of cattle, which at the present price of beef 
makes both the molasses and pulp valuable 
by-products. 

The American Beet Sugar Company has 
contracts for 4,500 acres of beets for the 
Grand Island factory and they expect to in- 
crease the amount to 5,000 acres, and new 
machinery has been put in the factory and 
the plant is being overhauled and improved. 

The Santa Fe railroad expects to locate a 
colony of 1,000 Quaker families on the sugai 
beet lands in the Arkansas valley. Most of 
these Quakers will be brought from Ohio, 
Illinois and Kansas, and they will settle on 
a site of 5,000 acres which is well watered 
and admirably adapted for sugar beet rais- 
ing. 

The sugar consumption of the United 
States has grown from 1,272,426,342 pounds 
in 1870 to 5,313,987,840 pounas in 1901, or 
from 33 pounds per capiia in 1870 to 68 
I>ounds per capita in ±901. Fuiiy two-thirds 
of this was imported, 599,774,613 pounds be- 
ing beet sugar from Europe. 

Somebody has figured out that to supply 
the state of Wisconsin with sugar would 
take 19 factories each with a capacity of 600 
tons of beets a uay, which would call for an 
investment of some $10,000,000 and would 
require something like 100,000 acres of sugar 
beets to be raised on the lands of 30,000 farm-* 
ers. It would distribute $5,000,000 annually 
to the growers of the beets ana one and one- 
half million dollars for wages and supplies at 
the sugar factories. 

Something like 100 sugar beet growers 
from Holland recently arrived in America. 
They came from the province of Zeeland and 
are evidently impressed with the idea that 
beet growing in this country has more 



in it for them than beet growing in Europe. 
The factories throughout the West are all of 
them anxious to get experienced beet grow- 
ers and these people from Holland will cer- 
tainly not be long in getting located. 

The Empire State Sugar Company, of Ly- 
ons, N. Y., has been very active in securing 
sugar beet acreage this year and a material 
increase over last year's figures is antici- 
pated. 

The Black Hills region in South Dakota is 
believed to be well adapted for sugar beet 
culture. They are engaged in making tests 
out there and sugar beet seed has been dis- 
tributed among the farmers. 

The recent financial statement of the Am- 
erican Beet Sugar Company shows only $226,- 
607 available dividends, or about 6 per cent. 
This does not seem to indicate the immense 
profit in beet sugar which is sometimes 
ascribed to that industry. 

Vincennes, Ind., hopes to get a sugar fac- 
tory very soon. The president of the Board 
of Trade has taken the matter up actively 
and has met with encouraging success. If 
5,000 acres of sugar beets can be secured 
there is scarcely any doubt that the factory 
will be constructed. This will disburse some 
$300,000 a year to the farmers within ten 
miles of Vincennes. It will give employ- 
ment to some 200 men in the factory and 
will mean the investment of about a half 
million dollars for the erection of the plant. 

The Menomenee Falls Beet Sugar Com- 
pany furnishes beet seed to its farmers at 15 
cents per pound. Besides this the factory 
gives to the beet growers one-half ton of 
beet pulp free for each ton of beets deliv- 
ered. If the grower does not care for the 
beet pulp the company will pay him 25 cents 
a ton more for his beets. 

The National Copstruction Company of 
Detroit, Mich., has concluded to erect a beet 
sugar plant at Charlevoix, Mich., this sum- 
mer. A site comprising 17^4 acres has been 
secured and the main building will be four 
stories high and will cover a piece of ground 
70x200 feet. Besides this there will be the 
boiler house, warehouse, machine shop and 
office building. Contracts to the extent of 
2,500 acres of beets have already been made 
and an order has been placed with a prom- 
inent beet seed company of Germany for 
45,000 pounds of beet seed this year and 
75,000 pounds next year and the year after. 

Owing to the increase of the sugar beet 
acreage in Ventura county, California, there 
has been a notable reduction in the output of 
beans in that county. It is said that there 
will be 12.000 acres less in beans this year 
than last year. 

Two hundred beet growers from Kansas 
have arrived at Sugar City, Colo., bringing 
with them six freight cars of household 
goods, farming utensils, live stock, etc. More 
are expected and they will be of the greatest 
value for raising beets for the factory. They 
are all experienced beet growers and just the 
kind of people that are wanted for this 
work. 



The Detroit Sugar Company has contracted 
for more than 6,000 acres of beets with the 
farmers in the vicinity of Birmingham. Last 
year this company rented 12,000 acres In that 
locality and worked them Itself, but this sea- 
son they will make their contracts with the 
farmers. The Detroit Sugar Company has 
a very fine plant at Rochester. 

Congressman Sheldon of Michigan has se- 
cured a ton of sugar beet seed from Secre- 
tary Wilson of the Department of Agricul- 
ture and distributed It throughout the upper 
peninsular of Michigan. He sent it to the 
postmasters, who gave it out to the farmers. 
Sugar beet culture has been so successful in 
the lower part of the state that the farmers 
in upper Michigan are anxious to see what 
they can do in that line. 

In these days of trusts and combinations it 
is interesting to note that, with one excep- 
tion, all the beet sugar factories in Denmark 
are under one management 

An experienced railroad man who has had 
a great deal to do with bringing Russians to 
work in the beet fields says that these thrifty 
people carry away always a substantial sum 
of beet sugar money with them every season 
and they come to him with it and give It to 
him for the purpose of having him bring 
some more of them over from Europe. They 
bring over their families, relations and ac- 
quaintances. In the winter time when there 
is no beet thinning and cuiiivating to do they 
cut ice. He says they are better adapted to 
beet thinning than any other class of people 
in the world because they get down on their 
hands and knees in the dirt and seem to 
enjoy It. 

DeKalb county, Indiana, has the sugar beet 
fever. Those who are promoting the rais- 
ing of beets and the erection of a factory 
there report that the^ farmers are taking to 
the project enthusiastically and indications 
now point to the erection of a factory in that 
vicinity by next year. 

The beet sugar record for 1901 shows 49 
factories in operation, with a total output of 
185,000 tons of beet sugar, which is a net 
gain of 140 per cent, over the year 1900. 

According to the Department of Agricul- 
ture the places where the beet sugar indnstry 
may be expected to thrive best in this coun- 
try are certain parts of California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Michigan, Nebraska, New York, Ore- 
gon and Utah. Of these the irrigated lands 
of such states as Colorado and Utah seem the 
most suitable. 

The work of moving the Benton Harbor 
Beet Sugar Factory to Berlin, Canada, is ac- 
tively going on. The bricks have been isold 
for $3,000 as they stand in the walls and as 
fast as the machinery arrives at Berlin it is 
put in place, and they will be ready to make 
beet sugar there next fall. 

The Continental Sugar Company of Fre- 
mont, O., have contracted for nearly 3,000 
acres of beets this year and are trying to get 
far more than this. They will plant some 
200 acres in beets themselves and have leased 
the ground from the Dewey Stave Company, 
near Williston. 

The Weld County, Colorado, Beet Sugar 
Company has placed its capital stock at $500,- 
000. Among the incorporators Are Messrs. 
Chas. W. Waterman, H. H. Dunham and B. 
A. Clark of Denver. 
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Fuel Oil Burninr- 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

As the change of fuel from coal to oil Is 
just now interesting so many of our sugar 
planters, a few remarks on the general 
details of the problem may interest some 
and be of use to others, especially those who 
have not yet made the change, but are ex- 
pecting to do so for tbe coming cSmpaign. 
To begin with, it may be said that the 
oil is atomized into a fine spray (the finer 
the better) because the oii cannot be suc- 
cessfully and perfectly burned on a large 
scale in any other manner, and that steam 
is the vehicle used for this principally be- 
cause it is by far the cheapest method and 
accomplishes the work when properly han- 
dled, in a manner which appears to admit 
of little improvement. All of the oil burners 
on the market, and their name is "oceans," 
are designed with a view toward securing 
the best or finest atomlzation of the oil pos- 
sible, so that each atom will receive its pro- 
per quota of oxygen while in suspension, and 
this is secured in substantially the same 
manner in all forms of burners. These 
burners, however, having a widely varying 
steam consumption for a given degree of 
atomlzation. 

The best results are obtained from those 
in which the oil tube Is surrounded for the 
greatest length, by the steam which is used 
by it, and in which the oil and steam travel 
farthest together, after combining, before 
issuing from the nozzle as a spray. To se- 
cure good results the steam used at the burn- 
er should be as dry as possible, (this is very 
impoftant) first selecting a location in 
steam system where as dry steam as possi- 
ble can be bad and this preferably from the 
boilers supplying the burners, with such 
branch connection to other source of steam 
supply as will enable the burners to be 
operated In raising steam on their own boil- 
ers when they happen to be cut out, cover- 
ing the pipe leading to the burners, and 
even going so far as to introduce a super- 
heating coil into a, cooler portion of the 
furnace or the stack, putting in a by pass, 
so as to be able to cut this coil out, in case 
this became necessary or desirable. 

The steam supply to the burners should 
be of greatly ample capacity, as increased 
volume in the pipe in proportion to radiat- 
ing surface is a favorable feature and the 
pressure and temperature of steam are thus 
held higher. 

The valves which control the supply of 
oil and steam to the burners should have 
rigid discs to avoid the vibration and con- 
sequent variations in supply which would 
be produced by loose discs. Burners in 
which the oil supply in automatically regu- 
lated or even partially so by variations in 
the steam pressure will be found to give 
the best results both as to ease of manage- 
ment and use of oil. 

The most prominent mechanical charac- 
teristic coidmon to nearly all oil burners is 



a central oil tube surrounded by a steam 
space between this tube and an outer shell. 
This would work the reverse as well if it 
was not for the difficulty of making an an- 
nular slit of sufficiently small diameter to 
discharge so fine a stream of oil, and the 
extreme liability of so small a slit stopping 
up. 

The Insurance people have placed restric- 
tions on the most desirable method of feed- 
ing oil to the burners, which is by gravity, 
from a stand pipe whose height and not 
diameter would be the controller of the 
pridssure, an uniform oil pressure is a very 
important thing and no pump acting di- 
rectly could produce so perfectly uniform 
pressure as could be had from an open top 
stand pipe which, although fed by a pump 
would not transmit the pulsations *of the 
pumps to the burners. 

The pumping system consists in pumping 
the oil into closed pipes attached to the 
burners, the pumps holding a fairly uniform 
pressure in the system of pipes by being 
controlled in speed by governors actuated 
by the pressure on the discharge side of 
pumps, a rise of pressure cutting down the 
speed and a fall of pressure accelerating 
same. In addition to this pumps are usu- 
ally supplied with a relief valve set at a 
fixed maximum pressure whose office it is 
to discharge any surplus, should the regu- 
lar governor fail to control the pressure of 
oil properly. This surplus should be con- 
ducted back to the supply tank and not to 
the suction pipe of the pump as any con- 
siderable circulation of the oil will form 
gases by the churning action of the1>umpB 
and this would cause a spasmodic ejection 
of oil and gas at the burners. 

In regard to the safety of operating oil 
burners, notwithstanding numerous minor 
accidents have happened, there need be no 
fear on this score unless oil is allowed to 
escape into the furnace without being con- 
sumed as introduced or gas has been gener- 
ated by the churning of the pump circula^ 
ing the same oil several times through the 
pump. Where the relief valve discharges 
into the suction, a very great improvement 
in results Is had by heating the oil before 
burning. For if oil passes through the 
burner cold, it becomes necessary for its 
temperature to rise over a great range al- 
most instantly. To bum properly, a rise in 
the initial temperature to say 180** Fah. will 
be of great assistance. In order to secure 
the best results the oil should be heated at 
or very near the burners. An efficient heat- 
er for this purpose may be made as follows: 
Take a piece of four-inch pipe leading across 
the furnace (if not too long; if over eight or 
ten feet at most, make two heaters), cap one 
end, at the other end place a 4-inch by 4-inch 
by 1-inch T, the 1-inch side serving as a feed 
inlet. Put a close 4-inch nipple in other end 
of the T and on the end of this nipple place 
a 4-inch by 2-inch reducer, tapped from the 
inside for 2-inch pipe. Through this re- 



ducer from the inside, before putting it on, 
screw a piece of 2-inch pipe having a long 
thread. This pipe should be about 6 inches 
shorter than the 4-inch pipe, which when 
fitted up surrounds it. Cap the inside end 
of the 2-inch pipe. We thus have a 2-inch 
pipe for steam, inside of a 4-lnch pipe, into 
which latter the oil is pumped. This pipe is 
tapped at suitable intervals with half-inch 
gas pipe to supply oil to the burners. Oil 
pipe holes for burners should be tapped on 
the top side in order to get tne hottest oil. 
The 1-inch side of the feeding T should be 
turned downward so as to feed oil at the 
bottom. ' The long 2-inch thread projecting 
through the reducer, can have a 2-inch by 
1-inch by %-inch T placed at end, the 1-inch 
end serving as a steam inlet, and the ^-inch 
side of the T serving as the outlet or drain 
for the heater, which should have its con- 
densation trapped away. The objection to 
having the inner pipe project through oil 
pipe at both ends is the difficulty of keeping 
joints tight, because of unequal expansion of 
the two pipes. A heater of this class should 
be slightly depressed at the steam end to 
secure a fall for the condensation toward the 
outlet for the water. An 8-foot piece of such 
heater will be abundant for heating the oil 
for two 150 H. P. boilers. The heating of 
the oil is of sufficient importance to justify 
the most painstaking care to secure it The 
heating systems offered attached to tbe 
pumps, while pleasing to the eye, by reason 
of their neat appearance, are a very expen- 
sive and a proportionately inefficient heater, 
for the reason that they are designed to 
heat the oil by the exhaust steam of the 
pump, and the fact is that the exhaust re- 
sulting from so light a duty is capable of ac- 
complishing very little in the way of oil 
heating, and such heating as is efTected, 
even if supplemented by live steam, is mostr 
ly lost in its circuit to the burners by fiow- 
ing slowly through so much pipe. 

In regard to the number of burners for a 
given horsepower, while many burners will 
do 150-horsepower, or over, it will be found 
to give more economic results as to fuel con- 
sumption, by using two or even three burn- 
ers for such power, as a much better atoml- 
zation of oil is secured by working each 
burner with a minimum quantity of oil. 

While there are many pumps offered as 
esi>ecially adapted to the service, it is safe 
to say that any pump which is safe to use 
for any other liquid is safe to use for this 
service. 

So far as furnace arrangements are con- 
cerned there is a great variety of details con- 
nected with the various installations. The 
following as applied to an ordinary return 
tubular boiler has given results which ap- 
peared to leave nothing to be desired. For 
a 60"^ boiler place two burners usually in the 
center of the ordinary doors and half way 
from the boiler to the grates. Let the inner 
.ends be fiush with the inside of the front 
wall. 

Cover all grrate surface witxi ^^ asbestos 
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board, except the equivalent of about 64 
square inches to each burner, and immedi- 
ately under same. On top of this place a 
full layer of fire brick on the flat. Do not 
lay them too close, but allow a little for ex- 
pansion. Plaster this over with fire clay. 
At a point about 36 inches from the point of 
the burner, lay a cascade wall one brick 
length in thickness. Set these on edge. 
Leave half-inch spaces. Run this wall up 
to within as near tour inches of the boilers 
as the courses will make. Leave more 
rather than under four inches. Follow the 
circle of the boiler as nearly as convenient 
and set the brick up in a little fire clay to 
steady them. In case the bridge wall is as 
much as twelve inches from the boiler, lay 
one course on edge around this. Keep the 
pit behind the bridge wall empty. Stop all 
holes in the furnace walls and breeching. 
Put brick filling in the fire doors, leaving a 
loose brick near burner for lighting and ob- 
serving the fire. Leave ash pit doors in 
place. Direct the nozzles of the burners 
slightly downward so that they will strike 
the cascade wall about one-third of the 
way from the bottom. 

The cascade wall serves very important 
purposes; first for storage of heat and then 
radiating it or giving it out and thus per- 
fecting combustion which might not other- 
wise be complete, as any unconsumed gases 
could scarcely get through the smaii spaces 
in the highly heated bricks of the cascade 
wall without being burned. 

As to the noise of oil burners, it is im- 
possible for steam to escape into the open 
air without the characteristic hissing sound 
that is augmented or rather changed into a 
roaring sound caused by the slow vibrations 
of the air inclosed within the furnace walls. 
In degree it varies in different burners from 
a little less than a volcano to a great deal 
less, and is capable in all cases of being 
greatly reduced or rather confined within 
the furnace, and in some cases of being al- 
most obliterated by careful attention to cer- 
tain details of furnace arrangement, which 
consist mainly in receiving air at some 
other point than through the front of the 
furnace, usually through the ashpit and 
grate bars supplying air immediately under 
the burners. The entire obliteration of the 
noise is undesirable with all machinery and 
especially so with oil burners, as the legiti- 
mate noise of any machine is the most use- 
ful means an attendant hiis of reading its 
behavior. 

I have been told by a closeK)bserving sugar 
planter who is also his own engineer, and 
an efficient one at that, that his oil con- 
sumption for last season at full house capac- 
ity work was 32 bbls. to 280 tons of cane, or 
1344 gal., equal to 4.8 gal. per ton of cane, 
or at 60 cents per barrel or 1.42 cents per 
gallon, equal to 6.8 cents per ton of cane. 
This was in a well-managed double effect 
house with good bagasse burners. A half 
gallon of oil per horsepower, per hour, may 
be taken as a safe basis for calculation. 



This is for the horsepower of boilers used 
for coal. A gallon of oil recently carefully 
weighed showed a weight of 7152 ounces. 

Allahassbtt. 



The Present Contest in the Su^^ar 
Industry. 

BY BIGMUND STEIN, MANAGEB, SUGAB BETINEBT, 
LIVERPOOL. 

There is one point to which attention has 
been drawn by the official and other press 
and by all those who wish the bounty non- 
sense abolished, and that is that the Cartels 
must go; and are they any different to boun- 
ties? Bounties are government grants. Car- 
tels are nothing else than grants by the tax- 
payer and the sugar consumer in the difter- 
ent countries, and therefore simply large 
collecting boxes for the coppers of the mil- 
lion. These Cartels are worked exactly in 
the samQ way as the grants given by the 
governments, enabling the manufacturers to 
get the prices down for exportation, but in- 
creasing the growing of beet to a nonsensical 
degree. Of course the parties concerned in 
these Cartels deny all benflt, and I am quite 
prepared to be told one day that it even 
brings them a loss, and that they keep it 
up for the sole benefit of the sugar consum- 
er! But as long as foreign governments al- 
low these Cartels to continue, so long will 
they exist. 

Sugar is a natural food stuff, very import- 
ant, very easily produced, and very beneficial 
to the human race. In previous articles I 
have proved the value of sugar from a di- 
etetic point of view. Naturally so long as 
sugar remains a*, a high price it is an article 
that can only be acquired by the rich and 
wealthy, the poor people cannot afford it 
Sugar is still regarded on the Continent as a 
luxury, and it is only well-to-do people that 
use it An English child would laugh at a 
Continental one for longing fof a piece of 
sugar; our own consumption is 90 pounds 
per head per annum, while one-quarter of 
this figure is not reached on the Continent. 

There is one plan which might be adopted 
reasonably and seriously by anyone who has 
the welfare of the sugar Industry at heart, 
and that is to increase the consumption in 
different countries. Lately when the sugar 
crisis was discussed by different societies, 
and in the press, it was said it would be 
impossible to increase the consumption to 
any extent. I call such a statement absurd, 
coming as it does from quarters that have 
the greatest interest in keeping the con- 
sumption down and the prices up. 

One cannot force the population to con- 
sume sugar; they will consume it willingly 
if you only reduce the price and this will 
increase in the same proportion as the price 
drops. If it is not possible for the Conti- 
nental countries to consume all the sugar 
they produce I should say it is possible for^ 
them to consume at least 75 per cent, and 
export the remainder. The different states 
have nothing to do but to reduce the fmport 
duty on foreign sugars, thus lowering the 
iron bound barrier at the frontier a little; 
home consumption would then increase 
through the fall in price, and much less 
sugar would be exported to swell the world's 
stock; sugar would be sold at a natural 
price, at a good profit to the grower, manu- 
facturer and refiner. It would be a prin- 
ciple of live and let live. 

Under the present system of beet sugar 
manufacture the very last trace of sugar is 
extracted from the root. Great progress has 
been made in this direction, and the loss 
has been reduced to a minimum. At the 
present ruling prices, however, it is a ques- 
tion whether it is rational to extract sugar 



to the very last degree, and If it would not 
be wiser to leave a certain quantity in the 
pulp. As I mentioned in a previous article, 
a great quantity of Continental molasses is 
worked ut into sugar, and there are very 
large and successful refineries on the Conti- 
nent who deal with large quantities of the 
same and turn them into refined sugar, 
which they export to this country; nearly 
115,000 tons of sugar is made in this way in 
Germany alone. 

The question arises whether molasses 
should be furtner utilized for the extraction 
of sugar. Of course the price of molasses in 
Germany is so high in comparison with that 
of sugar that it is really a question whether 
the refineries find it pays at a price like 4s 9d 
per cwt. for second runnings, beet 75 per 
cent. f. o. b. Hamburg; it is ridiculous to 
pay such high prices for molasses. The sug- 
gestion brought forward to use molasses for 
cattle feeding does not find such great sup- 
port at present There was a rush to use it 
thus a few years ago. Scores of different 
mixtures of molasses fodder were placed on 
the market, and, as a fact, a great number 
of farmers used this fodder for cattle feed- 
ing, even the German military authorities 
used it for horse fodder, but experience has 
shown that this food does not possess the 
great advantages claimed for it, partly with 
regard to its nourishing and money value, 
and partly for sanitary reasons. Its use is 
steadily diminishing. 

On the other hand molasses is used for dis- 
tillation purposes, but the price of alcohol is 
so very cheap that its use in this direction is 
not very profitable. It is true molasses are 
used for other industrial purposes, for in- 
stance, as an ingredient in the manufacture 
of chickory, blacking and other articles, but 
it is very difficult to get a good paying price 
for it when sugar itself, the principal pro- 
duct, is practically unsaleable. 

Having discussed the beet sugar industry, 
let us glance at the cane sugar industry. It 
is a known fact that a Colonial planter re- 
ceives a much larger yield per acre than is 
received by even the most rational beet sugar 
manufacturers on the Continent They have 
to thank scientific aid of chemists and agri- 
culturists for this; having made use of the 
experience and investigations of the beet 
sugar manufacturers of Europe, they have 
improved their own method of manufacture 
and processes very much in the last few 
years. It cannot be denied that the cane 
sugar industry in certain Colonies has ad- 
vantages over the beet sugar industry. Of 
course the advantages exist only up to a 
certain degree, and cease to be so when they 
are counterbalanced by the greater and un- 
surmountable advantages received through 
bounties; in other words, if nature helps the 
planter to some extent, the Continental boun- 
ties on the other hand have reached such an 
enormous height, that it is difficult for the 
Colonial planter to find a balance for them 
by means afforded by nature. 

Still. Colonial planters can stand against 
beet growers if both are put on the same 
footing, and no advantages received one over 
the other. I am sorry for my Colonial plan- 
ter friends in the difficult position they at 
present find themselves owing to the de- 
pressed state of tue world's sugar market 
It is difficult for them to make boui ends 
meet the sugar crisis is written on the door 
of their factory. It spells ruin for them. 
The Colonial sugar industry, if not ruled by 
wealthy companies, who have great wealth 
and immense capital at their disposal, are in 
the hands of gentlemen who make advances 
to the planters, and help them in their finan- 
cial position, as they have done hitherto, but 
please let someone tell us who will advance 
money for charity's sake when he sees that 
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the prospects of the men to whom the ad- 
vances are given are bad. Advantages will 
be further restricted now. and without cap- 
ital mere will be no factory, no working, and 
no spending, so that things will come to a 
standstill. 

Tet how easily capital could be found, how 
cheaply could the Colonial planter work if 
the sugar trade were brought to sane condi- 
tions. At present he sorrowfully sees that 
the Continental larmer, who can plant and 
grow other crops if he chooses, is protected 
by import duties. The planter cannot grow 
anything else but cane, and if he does not 
grow it it means idleness and no living. On 
the other hand it is reasonable to suppose 
that he would succeed if he got advances, 
and would plant cane, the manufacture of 
cane sugar would Increase, and nobody 
would dream of reducing the cane growing 
area. Certainly in some cane growing coun- 
tries, such as the Hawaiian Islands, Porto 
Rico, and very soon Cuba, where there is a 
protected bounty for them in the J. S. mar- 
ket, they will certainly not reduce their cane 
planting, but will increase it by leaps and 
bounds in spite of the low price of sugar. 

What does this low price of sugar mean 
for the Hawaiian or Porto Rico planters? 
In what comparison does the duty in the 
United States stand against the price of su- 
gar? The American refiner finds his account 
swelling, and will not buy other sugar if he 
can get plenty from favored countries where 
there is no import duty or a very small one, 
so it will come to pass that the United States 
will soon be supplied by their own posses- 
sions, by home producers, beet or cane, or 
from their colonies or dependencies, and they 
will gradually disappear from the European 
su^r market. 

The whole future of the sugar industry 
lies with the United States, as their inex- 
haustible capital will afford Cuba the means 
to produce very soon an immense quantity 
of sugar. Already I have seen it reported 
that it is possible in Cuba to plant 1^ mil- 
lion tons of sugar, in which case the Ameri- 
cans will cease to appear on the London or 
Continental beet sugar markets. 

In this critical review I would just touch 
on the question of so-called English sugar 
bounties. Some writers on tne Continent 
have been only too pleased to mention an al- 
leged benefit that the British sugar refiners 
are getting from the imposition of the sugar 
tax, and they "calculate" that the latter re- 
ceive a bounty of Is per cwt. It is almost a 
superfluous matter to argue this point and 
contradict it, because its erroneousness is so 
self-evident. It may be just stated, for the 
information of the parties Interested, that 
there is no such a thing as a sugar bounty in 
Great Britain. It is a well-known fact that 
the sugar tax in Great Britain was imposed 
to cover a portion of the large expenditure 
involved through the boer war. This tax is 
naturally imposed according to the polariza- 
tion of the sugar imported, there being no 
other method practicable. And it must be 
borne in mind that the tax is only put on 
the sugar consumed in this country. If the 
sugar is not so consumed, it is free of taxa- 
tion, and any tax already imposed is refund- 
ed. But with regard to the drawbacks grant- 
ed, which are alleged to amount to bounties, 
if the British refiner sells molasses (on 
which, bye the bye, he has already been 
taxed), for other purposes than for con- 
sumption as sugar, he must be refunded the 
preliminary amount these molasses have 
paid to the treasury, because any article in 
the manufacture of which molasses are used 
{e. g. blacking) is subject to a separate ex- 
cise duty according to the percentage of the 
molasses contained therein. And yet some 



influential people on the Continent ask why 
England is not counted amongst the bounty- 
giving countries. Will they kindly explain 
where the bounty, either direct or indirect, 
lies. Is it perhaps a bounty that the British 
refiner is undersold in his own market by 
foreign bounty loaded sugar, which latter 
depresses the sugar markets? Is it a bounty 
which the British refiner receives when he 
has to pay a heavy tax on sugar which forces 
him to use in its manufacture 50 to 60 per 
cent more capital? Is there a bounty in 
England when the British refiners have agi- 
tated for the last forty years tor the aboli- 
tion of bounties? Is there a bounty in Eng- 
land when the Chancellor of Exchequer him- 
self declared that the tax is so stipulated 
that no favor is given to one party or an- 
other? 

I am sure our Continental rivals would 
rather see a sugar taxation under which the 
British refiner is on the short side. That 
the latter still exists is due to the much 
superior j;>roduct he makes. The Continental 
refiners send immense quantities of sugar 
here, amounting last year to 1,079,552 tons, 
against 962,409 tons in 1900, or 890,456 tons 
in 1899. This shows that the importation of 
refined sugar increased over 200,000 tons in 
two years, and in spite of this a few British 
refineries still exist owing to the superiority 
of their products, and, I may say, the British 
consumer in general prefers it against the 
inferior Continental one. 

Our continental rivals do not show us any 
sentiment; they hate the eight refineries still 
left in Great Britain, and wonder why these 
have not been swept away out of the scores 
existing a few years ago. It is noteworthy 
that some reports say Englaud attends the 
present conference as a bounty giving nation. 
They do not grasp tne fact that tne gentle- 
men sitting round the table in Brussels have 
amongst them the representatives of the 
country who may be able to solve the ques- 
tion and help them all. They may be grate- 
ful that England has not so far imposed pro- 
tective duties against the foreign article. If 
the conference comes to a successful issue. 
Great Britain will deserve the thanks of the 
Continent for the difficult task she has un- 
dertaken in the sugar question, and in the 
case of the government great credit will be 
due to them if they bring the crisis to a suc- 
cessful termination. — International Sugar 
Journal. 



Revolution in Rice Cultivation. 

It is nearly always the case that the pro- 
gress of an industry is marked by constant 
improvement as man becomes accustomed to 
new environments, and familiar with local 
or general conditions. This seems now to 
be the case in the matter of rice cultiva- 
tion, and the experiments of Mr. S. A. Rob- 
inson, a well known contractor in the Texas 
coast country will undoubtedly lead to a 
radical revolution in the methods and cost 
of preparing the land for the planting of 
the new cereal. 

Mr. Robinson's experiments have deter- 
mined that by a use of the traction engine 
commonly employed to haul the rice thresh- 
er from place to place and to supply the 
power necessary to thresh the product or 
pump water into the growing fields, that the 
cost of plowing, harrowing and seeding may 
be reduced to a minimum, destroying a 
large and generally recognized expense and 
rendering the employment of plowmen or 
mules unnecessary. At a cost of not more 
than 75 cents per acre, Mr. Robinson culti- 
vated his entire rice plantation located near 
the Southern Pacific, in this state. He 
found one engine capable of handling twenty 



acres, and by using a trio of the machines 
and working from dawn to dark, he man- 
aged to put in conaitlon ti^o hundred acres. 
The methods employed contemplate the 
plowing tandem, as it were, using several 
gang plows in lieu of the ordinary cultivator. 
The harrows are harnessed in the same man- 
ner and so too were the seeders manipulated. 
One engine does the work of ten negroes 
and twenty mules, and by a substitution of 
the steam motive power it will be seen at a 
glance how great a factor of economy has 
entered the rice arena. The innovation will 
enable the rice farmers to make a consider- 
able profit in the cultivation of rice^ should 
the price be reduced to two doilars per bar- 
rel. — Bouthern Industrial. 



Sus:ar Cane Cultivation in Hawaii. 

The cultivation of sugar cane and the 
manufacture of sugar is without doubt more 
carefully studied and carried on in a syste- 
matic manner in the Hawaiian Islands than 
in any other part of the world. 

The irrigated low lands produce the larg- 
est crops, for the simple reason that by the 
regularity of the application of water the 
growth of the cane is a sturdy one and 
never suffers from dry spells. Good crops 
*^in the Hawaiian Islands produce about 126,- 

000 pounds of cane, or 18,000 pounds of su- 
gar per acre. 

Most of the flourishing plantations' pre- 
vious to the annexation of the islands by 
the United States of America, which brought 
about a considerable rise in the price of 
labor, produced sugar for less than $35 gold 
per ton. Labor at that time cost about 50 
cents per day, while at this time it is about 
$1 gold, with a tendency to rise. 

The analyses of the soil, and the applica- 
tion of proper fertilizers, has for the past 
few years been a matter of great advance- 
ment in tl^e sugar Industry. 

Soil that would, without fertilizers, pro- 
duce 4 or 5 tons of sugar per acre, will, 
with the applicatipn of suitable fertilizers, 
produce about double the outturn. 

No expense or trouble is spared in hav- 
ing the soil analyzed by experts, to find out 
what particular fertilizer would be most 
suitable, and what sort of cane would be 
likely to thrive best. 

Seed is freely exchanged between the 
planters on the different islands. The the- 
ory of fertilizing is, that it is necessary to 
put bkck into the soil Just what the cane 
takes out of it, and in that way always keep- 
ing the soil up to par. 

The highest return per acre on the island 
before I left, was 120 tons of cane or about 
14 tons of sugar. This I am afraid will 
hardly be credited by planters here. I have 
worked on some plantations, sections of 
which gave 10 and 12 tons per acre,, which 

1 am told is far ahead of any outturn here, 
only I see no reason why the same results 
could not be had in these parts. From what 
I have gathered, the climate and soil are 
equally good, all that is wanted is proper 
cultivation and a good sort of cane. 

I am simply writing from hearsay, as 
I have seen no plantations here, and beg 
to apologize if any of my statements are 
incorrect as regards the outturn in the 
Straits Settlements. — J, H. in Penang Ga- 
zette. 
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May 24. 



O.K. Centrifugal 
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May »0. 
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STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to May 21 . 
At four ports of Great Britain to May 17 ... . 
At Cuba, six ports to»May 20 



.Tons 



122,271 
210,060 
443,000 



Receipts and aales at New Orleans for the week ending 
May. 3o, 190J. 

' Sugar > Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Rseeired — 8,739 2,391 

SsM — g,739 2,391 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, 1901, 
to May. 30, ipos. 



Reeeired 

Sold 

Reoeiyed same time last year 



' S u sa r- 

Hhds. Barrels. 



3370 
3370 
5534 



1,726,842 
l,e69.1<'4 
1,339,955 



Molasses 

Barrelfl. 

302,178 

802,178 

174.827 
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Mat 30. 

RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl 

Japan 

Hocduras ... 
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No. 2 

Honduras. 
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Screenings. 
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Bran, per ton . . . . 

Polish, per ton... 
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-@ - 
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- @ - 
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3 @3^ 
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13 C0@14 00 
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Tona of Market at 
Cloae of Week 



Japan—Fair demand ; 
none offering 
Hondoraa— Pair 
demand; none offering 



Japan —Quiet 



Hondaras— Qalet 



Receiyed . 
Sold 



at New Orleana fer the week eadlng 
May. 30. 190a. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts Clban. 

2,621 4,097 

455 1,536 



Reoeipto at New Orleaaa fro« Aug. 1, 1901 to ilay . 30. 190a. 
coBipared with last ye«r. same tine. 

Sacks Rouch. Pcts. Clean 

This Year 1,046,667 3i7,394 

Last Year 831,216 228,^80 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was steady at the 
end of the week with prices unchanged and 
all offerings well taken up. There were 
moderate receipts from plantations. 



Molasses. 

The molasses market was dull and un- 
changed at the end of the week and all re- 
ceipts were absorhed. No open kettle goods 
on the market. 



Rice. 

Owing: to a lack of supplies the market for 
both rough and clean rice was very dull at 
the end of the week. There was no let up 
in the demand, however. No receipts were 
reported. 

New 5ugar Refinery With 1,000 
Barrels Daily Capacity. 

A new 1,000-barrel per day sugar refinery 
will be completed about the first of June. 
It is located on the Hudson river, a short 
distance south of Yonkers and is owned by 
the Federal Refining Company, a corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of New Jer- 
sey last fall with a capital of ^xOO,000. Claus 
A. Spreckels, son of Claus bpreckels, the 
"Sugar King/', is the president of the com- 
pany. 

The feature of the new refinery is that it 
will be operated .under a patented process 
which eliminates bone dust as a purifier 
and very materially reduces the cost of 
building refineries. The objects of the pro- 
cess are described in the Patent Office re- 
port in part as follows: 

"The object of this invention is to econo- 
mically and quickly remove impurities from 
sugar or sugar solutions. 

"Prior to our invention efforts had been 
made to wash or cleanse a mass containing 
sugar, usually in the form of sugar crystals, 
by treating the same with a saturated solu- 
tion of sugar or with alcohol; but the satu- 
rated solution of sugar is only a non-solvent 
of the sugar when its full strength was main- 



tained, and its use in any event resulted 
only in the transfer of a certain proportion 
of impurities from one body containing su- 
gar to another of nearly equal quantity. The 
process of treating with alcohol was diffi- 
cult to practice, owing to tne volatile char- 
acter of the material and the large losses 
necessarily incident to its use. Moreover, 
the percentage of refined sugar recovered 
or produced in both of the abov^ attempts 
was unsatisfactory both in amount and in 
quality of product We are also aware that 
it has been proposed to wash a mass con- 
taining sugar crystals with a liquid consist- 
ing of a mixture of water and paraffin oil; 
but the employment of paraffin in such pro- 
cess was only for the purpose of diminishing 
the amount of water used, and so lessening 
the dissolving effect upon the sugar crystals, 
and the mixtures had little or no effect upon 
the earthy or metallic salts or the invert su- 
gar in the mass under treatment We are 
further aware of the common practice of 
filtration of sugar liquor or dissolved sugar 
containing impurities through a mass of 
bone-black or other comminuted material for 
the special purpose of removing coloring 
matter and which process incidentally pai^ 
tially removes other impurities; but it does 
not act to remove the invert sugar, which 
remains and interferes with final crystalli- 
zation and forms molasses therein. The 
object of our invention is to avoid these te- 
dious, expensive and imperfect processes. 

"Our process is practiced by mixing the 
sugar or sugar solution with a defecating or 
cleansing composition produced by the action 
of sulfuric acid upon bodies such as resins, 
rosin oil, essential oils, fats, fatty oils and 
fatty acids in such proportions that there 
are no injurious effects upon the sugar from 
the sulfuric acid, and sulfonated or sulfoole- 
aginous bodies, such as sulfonic acid or sul- 
fonic-acid bodies, are produced which have 
greater affinity or absorbent properties for 
the earthy or metallic salts and for the 
invert sugar and caramel ordinarily found 
associated with sugar or sugar-bearing bod- 
ies than has the sugar itself, and subsequent- 
ly separating the sugar from the defecating 
or cleansing composition containing the ab- 
sorbed impurities. 

"We believe we are the first to discover the 
use of sulfonated or sulfooleaginous bodies. 



especially the recognized sulfonic acids or 
material containing the same, for the pur- 
. pose of cleansing or purifying sugar or to 
employ a fluid non-solvent of sugar having 
an affinity for the ordinary sugar impurities 
greater than the adherent properties of such 
impurities to the sugar itself." — N, Y. Jour- 
nal of Commerce. 



5us:ar in London. 

The speculative beet market has been fa- 
vorably influenced owing to fresh reports 
that this year's sowings will show a rather 
more important reduction than was flrst 
mentioned. It is little enough to build any 
great hopes on, though an inclement season, 
and smaller yield In consequence, would 
also help to alleviate the position to some 
extent. The cost of keeping sugar abroad, 
however, is so small that there is every in- 
ducement to take full advantage of the 
"Kartel" bounty so long as it lasts, and to 
make and store sugar until better times and 
more profltable prices arrive. In addition 
to this the abolition of foreign bounties is 
not yet, though a start to this desirable end 
has been made by the Belgian government, 
who, having called the conference, were nat- 
urally prepared to ratify the convention. On 
the other hand the Germans seem inclined 
to disagree with some of its provisions, 
while the matter also remains in abeyance 
in the other contracting countries. To turn 
to the present time, the question of visible 
supplies should, and will no doubt, form 
the guiding star for the trade for some time 
to come, and although it may be hoped that 
the worst of the pressure to sell has been 
felt, sugar on the spot is still plentiful and 
very cheap. Abroad, in Hamburg for in- 
stance, stocks are accumulating in the ab- 
sence of shipments to America, though, as 
pointed out storage is so cheap that the 
sugar may be kept there for a time until the 
long-expected American demand sets in. The 
market there certainly keeps firm, but prices 
still lag behind European ideas, and Cuban 
sugars come steadily forward. Cane sugar 
here continues dull of sale, and importers of 
grocery crystallized do not seem inclined to 
accept any further reduction, so that the de- 
mand for this sugar just now is confined to 
actual wants, the country dealers apparently 
still possessing sufficient working stocks to 
keep them out of the market The imports 
of crystallized raws to London for the week 
ending 8th Inst, amounted to 2,305 tons, and 
for this year to 19,627 tons, against 17,873 
tons in ISOl.^P. M, Review, May 10. 
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WANTED — Position by a sugar boUer of 7 
years' experience in Louisiana. Qood references. 
Address A. J. S., Houma, La. 

WANTED— A position to take charge of Demlng 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or anywhere else ; ex- 
perienced man; good references. Address B. W. 
MoiSB, 127 Carondelet street. New Orleans. 

5-17-02 

WANTED— Position for the coming grinding as as- 
si stant engineer or water tender. Also to keep repair 
during the summer months. Address G. H. Dicks, 
im Piety St., New Orleans, La. 5-16-01. 

WANTED— Situation by a flrst dass sugar maker 
for the coming season. Beet references giren. Apply 
Jiro. W. Sbiitxllb, 1019 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 

WANTED— A position to take charge of Doming 
apparatus In Mexico, Cuba, or any where else. Bx- 

E^rleoced man. Qood references. Address B. W. 
018B, 127 Carondelet St., New Orleans La. 6-17- 01 

WANTED— A posltloQ by a chemist experienced In 
sugar house ana general agricultural analysis. Beet 
of referenoes. Address Beicb B. Hammbrs, Clear- 
water, Kans. 6-KMtt 

WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position in sugar 
refinery, wagon or plow works, or in rallrpad shopt is 
familiar with all kinds of machinery : Is a self -hardening 
steel worker. Write William L. Farbbll, 985 Thalia 
street, New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelTe years' experience. Can furnish very good 
references. Willing to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawaiian Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, 931 Piety street. New Orleans. 

WANRED — A. blacksmith experienced in laying 
plows, repairing oultlyatore and general plautatlcn 
work. Anply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
OrleaDS, La. 5-7-01 

WANTED— Position by a vouuff man on sugar plan- 
tation as bookkeeper or time keeper. Can fhmish 
best of references. Address "H." 1607 Ursulines Are 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— Situation by a flrst-olass suffar house en- 
gineer and machlhlst. Have had charge of some of the 
largest places In the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $3.S0 per day, plantation hours, and guarantee 
satisfaction. Can furnish gilt edge references. Ad- 
dress Chief Engineer, 924 Amelia St., New Orleans, 
La. 5-5-02 

WANTED— A position by a flrst-class blacksmith, 
horseshoer. Married. Address Herman Dietrich, 
SeUers, P. O. La. 

WANTED— By flrst-olass sn?4r boiler, a crop for 
coming season have boiled in large refineries, can fur- 
nish best of references. Address L. Pbrret, Bdgard 
P.O. La. 

WANTED— Position as foreman of raitroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. MANBUT, 986 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 

WANTED -Position by ext>erlenced track man, quali- 
fled in ditching, levee building and general oonscruc- 
tlon work. Address P. J Spaffard, Box 84, White- 
castle, La. 4-28-02. 

WANTED For Porto Rloo, two flrst-olass centri- 
fugal men, state age, nationality, salary, references 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 619 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position by an exi^erienced engineer 
and draftsman, 80 years old ; 6 years' experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
heusee for tnlB country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical Bchools. Could 
commence immediately. Address C. M., care Chas. 
HUBBNBB, 804 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED— A poeltlon by a flrtt^IaBB electrlcUa 
who would like to put up er care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere In Leuisilana. Can fumiah the beet 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
goyemment Address F. Sintbs, Care Louisiana 
Flantbb, 880 Carondelet St., New OrleaiiB, La. 



WANTED— AnalyUcal chemist. Ph.D., 20 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent pro c ess e s in this 
line, desires position in the United SUtee. Best 
references. Address Posbn, Care this paper. 

4-21-02 

WANTED— Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 

Krlenced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
s served in Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. _ Is 
open for engagement now. Address Brnsst Von 
IfoNQB, 824 River St, Hobeken, N. J. 4-21-02 

WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle saen, during the season, and who is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to overhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery balance of year. Address Habdworxbr, ^re 
Louisiana PUnt er. 4-17-02. 

WANTED-A 
near Morgan C 
board. Address 



A. good blacksmith at Avooa plantation 
Citjr. La.. Wages f 1 JO, per day. Ne 
MS J. N. PHAmR, Berwick, La. 



WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
oflioe or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best referenoes. Address B. M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-Ot. 

WANTED— A man of 45, handy with tooU, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Wining, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
encee fumlshea if required. Addr^^ss Jko. E. Cald- 
WBiiL, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who la at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can fumlah flrst class references from Lou- 
ialana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 

WANTED — Position by an experienced vacuum 

Sin sugar boiler. Can fumlah A Ne. 1 references, 
ddress J. D.. BOX 48, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 

WANTED — By an experienced locomotive engi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O.. care 
Louisiana Planter.. 4-8-02 

WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cuftlvator and up-to-date sugar bouse man: 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith, 720 Customhouse 
street, New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 

WANTED— A competent sugar boiler wants position 
for coming Louisiana crop. Address Sugar Boiler, 
Dreyfus, La. 4-8-08 

WANTED — By engineer with 10 years' experi- 
ence in sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction, care this office. 

WANTED— A thorouahly reliable young man. 
aged 25, would locate South. Have been trained 
thoroughly in an iron manufacturing business in 
nil its various departmenta ; capable of ofllce man- 
agement; familiar with modem manufacturing 
metheds and system and at present connected 
with a large New Tork engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "ADVANaDMRNT," 
care Pi^antir. 4-5-02 

WANTED — ^A position as assistant overseer er 
timekeeper on sugar plantation, by a sober. Indus- 
trious and reliable young' man ; seven years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
care of The Chief, DonaldsenviUe, La. 

4-10-02 • 

WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
poiiltion as assistant engineer on a sugar plenta- 
tlon or te take charge or an Irrigating plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care of The Chief, 



WANTED— A theoretical audpartlcal sugar engineer, 
chemist and sugar boiler is open f »r immediate en- 

gbgement In either of above capadMes or as snperin- 
ndent of large factory either in Louisiana, Cuba or 
Mexico. Have had 10 years practical experience hi 
up-to-date sugar planta and can furnish best of re- 
ference. Address SuaAR Mill, No. 1188 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist^ 
for Louisiana. Mexico or elsewhere. Cam fnnlflh 
references. Address 28, care this ofllce. 

WANTED — ^A position as chief engloeer mad 
machinist to do repairs and take eff crep, eltiier In 
central factory or sugar liouse. AddrsM A. B^ 
186 Annundaaon street. New OrleRiia. S-lt-Ol 

WANTED— A position as en^neer or steui- 
fltter. Address Bar BaiBa, Le Boy, N. T. 

S.17-02 

WANTED— A flrst-claas experienced sugar house 
engineer. Mast be sober, Industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department of a 
sugar house. Address H. 8. Dtbr, Supt. C. 8. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-V4tt. 

WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. Referenoes must be 
flrst-olass. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
M0LLA88R8 Co. Loyd La. 8-27-98 

WANTED— A flrst-class head sugar boiler; also a 
flrst-class head darlfler man, for the coming season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Plantsb. 

S-SIMtt. 

WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situatioii 
on a sugar plantation In St. Jamea Pansh, to take off 
the cane crop of 1002. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1802. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamas Ph, 
La. OraddressP. O. BoxOOQ. Planohevllle, At- 
oyelles Ph, La. 8-19-01. 

WANTED— By a competent woman.a boarding house 
on sugar plantation for the fall and winter of 1008. 
Have experence and can furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. O. W. BeU, care Mlas Rhodes, 



Baton Rouge P. O. La. 



8-4-02. 



WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dress Cooper 8917 PhiUp St., NewOiieans,Ls. 8-8-Oi 

WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machinest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of maohlnery and pumps. John K. Gall, Le Roy, 
N. Y. 2-18-02 

WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenence. 
Can flU any position from busine«8 mantger down. 
Best of referenoes and bond if required. Address B. 
D. T. Sbbrwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleane. 8-18-08 

WANTED — Position as sugar -house engineer 
for this year In Louisiana. Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 29. 
Donaldsonville, La. 2-S4)2 

WANTED — ^A position as flrst-class sugar msker 
in Cuba. Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish flrst- 
class references. Address Peter L. Beudreaux, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



Donaldsonville, La. 



4-10-02 



WANTED — ^A position as cooper en molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, competent man, wltk 
good references. L. A. Thoicab^ 1100 Cadis 8t.« 
New Orleans. La. 

WANTED — ^An American, 27, experienced In the 
erection of beet-sugar factories, a good mechanle 
and a flrst-class evaperater and centrifugal man* 
would like ];>osition In plant building In Canada 
or Michigan this year. Address Mbchanic, care of 
this ofllce. 



PITTSTON, PA. 



The Exeter Machine Worfaj^ 
Man^acturersof HOISTING ENGINES; 

Special Types and Sizes for Various Purposes* 

ELEVATORS and CONVEYORS for handling ANY MATERIAL 
tinder ANY CONDITIONS. j» j» SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 
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The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The ret^ular monthly meeting of this 
association will be held on Thursday, 
June 12, at 8 p. m., at the meeting room 
of the Chamber of Commerce, corner 
Union and Carondelet streets. New Or- 
leans. "Doadini:^ Cane in the Field by 
Machinery" will be discussed and it 's 
expected that two very interesting pieces 
of apparatus for doing this work will be 
described and perhaps models exhibited. 
The labor question is so important that 
anything tending to diminish the num- 
ber of hands required is of vital interest 
to our sugar planters and it is expected 
that there will be quite a large attendance 
at this meeting, which will be the last 
meeting of this association until next Oc- 
tober, adjournment being taken fcr the 
summer in accordance with the usual cus- 
tom. Another very interesting feature 
of this meeting will be the exhibition of 
the Grand Prix and Bronze Medal just 
secured from Paris, which were bestowcvl 
on the association for its exhibit of Lou- 
isiana sugars and molasses at the Paris 
Exposition of 1900. The Grand Prix 
awarded to the association is the highest 
type of award conferred by the Exposi- 
tion authorities. 



improvins: Sugar Canes in tlie 
Pliilippin«8. 

The chief of the Forestry Bureau of 
the Philippines. Captain Aherii, has un- 
dertaken the improvement of the sugar 
canes now growing there. He has brought 
a number of the leading varieties from 
Hawaii and hopes to bring about in Ma- 
nila some improvement in the yield of 
cane from the lands and of sugar from 
the cane, approaching in degree the splen- 
did results already reached in Hawaii. 
As the descendants of New England mis- 
sionaries, with their natural ability, cap- 
ital and experience, have been the chief 
factors in producing the splendid re- 
sults accomplished in Hawaii, we are not 
surprised at them. It is quite another 
matter when we come to deal with the 
Spanish Filipino, and it will be many 
years before he reaches Hawaii's record. 
Our Dutch confreres in Java, with their 
sturdy persistence and great intelligence, 
have accomplished wonders and are now 
giving the world its chief supply of cane 
sugar. The Philippines have .doubtles.s 



the soil and the climate and may, after a 
while, get some of our Louisiana experts, 
if wc are all to be driven out by adverse 



legislation 



The Cane Crop. 

The weather during the past week has 
been hot, and in manv sections of the su- 
gar belt rain has fallen to a greater or less 
extent, and under these conditions the 
cane is growing rapidly and we are able 
to still report a favorable outlook in gen- 
eral for the coming crop. The showers 
being strictly local the conditions are not 
the same on all the plantations, some be- 
ing unable to cultivate as much as they 
would like to do on account of the rains 
while many others are anxious to get 
more rain than they have so far received. 
All the indications now point, however, 
to the crop being laid by at an early dale 
and under excellent conditions. 



Johnson Grass Before the Legisla- 
' ture. 

Honorable William Polk, representa- 
tive from Rapides parish, in the General 
Assembly, recently introduced a bill to 
compel railway companies to keep down 
this pestiferous grass that is gradually 
invading our cultivated lands and is 
spread along the lines of our various rail- 
ways by the cowxatchers and car steps. 
If prevented from going to seed by being 
kept cut short its spread can be greatly 
retarded, if not prevented. It is much to 
be regretted that Mr. Polk's Johnson 
grass bill was so unceremoniously killed, 
and it must have been because expert 
evidence was not brought before the com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Stubbs could have told the fearful 
story of Johnson grass invasion where 
the winters are not severe enough to 
freeze the roots, and a legislature com- 
posed largely of farmers and planters 
should be just the one to insist on proper 
protection against this grass. 

Many cotton planters fear coco or nut 
grass and our common Bermuda or lawn 
grass, but they don't compare in objec- 
tionableness with the accursed Johnson 
grass that once in the field hangs to it 
as leprosy does to mankind, with no 
known remedv. 



The Productiveness of Hawaii. 

The U. S. Census Bulletin of May 19 
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reviews agriculture in Hawaii and inci- 
dentally gives some interesting data con- 
cerning the sugar industry there. In the 
whole territory there were 65,687 acres 
of land planted in sugar cane in 1899 and 
from this land there was produced 2,239,- 
376 tons of sugar cane or a shade over 
34 tons per acre. The land in sugar cane 
is three-fourths of the area of cultivated 
land and the sugar cane produced reach- 
es in value four-fifths of all crops. 

Sugar and molasses were made by the 
operators of 42 plantations, 30 of whom 
consumed only their own cane, while 12 
bought outside cane also. Four large 
sugar houses in process of construction 
have since increased these establishments 
to 46. Two of the sugar houses raised no 
cane for their own account. 

The cane from 138 farms was sold to 
the sugar houses, producing an average 
of 1,250 tons of cane per farm, while the 
46 plantations with sugar houses pro- 
duced an average of 44.931 tons, short 
tons, of sugar cane each. 

The element of fertilization stands out 
prominently. To produce 2,239,376 tons 
of sugar cane there was expended for 
fertilizers $1,326,407— or about 60 cents 
per ton of cane produced and on the aver- 
age of 34 tons production per acre Ha- 
waii fertilizes her cane lands at a cost 
of about $20 per acre. We believe that 
such intense cane culture as this has never 
been attempted in Louisiana. The cost 
of raising sugar cane and delivering it 
to the factory is placed at $4.30 per ton. 



Demerara Mournt lor her Distin- 
guished Dead. 

Demerara has much in common with 
Louisiana. A great mass of alluvial land 
of wonderful fertility, its early Dutch 
owners made it a leading sugar produc- 
ing colony. Passing into the bands of 
Great Britain, the colony became the 
chief producer of high grade raw sugar 
and Demerara crystals were known equal- 
ly well in America and England. The 
colony was regarded as the most progres- 
sive among England's West Indian pos- 
sessions. Vacuum pans and centrifugals 
came into use at an early date, just as in 
Louisiana and the sugar produced, what 
we call yellow clarified, was sold inter- 
changeably in this country. 

Much of tiiis progress in Demerara 
was due to two distinguished men, of 
whose recent deaths the last West India 
mails now bring us the news. Mr. James 
Thomson, who died at sea on April 16, 
was en route home to his native Scotland, 
from Demerara. Mr. Thomson was a 
resident of Demerara for more than forty 
years. In 1880 he issued the first copy 
of the Argosy, the journal of which he 
remained the editor and proprietor until 
he retired from the business in 1900. Mi. 
Thomson always got out an excellent 
newspaper, and it early became known 



throughout the whole sugar world. As 
Mr. Thomson labored constantly, earn- 
estly and intelligently for the good of the 
Demerara sugar industry, his work was 
beneficial and highly appreciated every- 
where in the sugar world. When the 
Louisiana Planter was started some 
fourteen years ago, the Argosy was one 
of our first exchanges and we learned to 
like the pink-tinted sheets, the weekly car- 
toon and the many sugar articles, most 
of which were as applicable in Louisiana 
as in Demerara. His remains were to be 
interred in Scotland and the colony which 
knew him so long, where he grew up 
from boyhood to mankind, and became 
merchant, editor, mayor and legislator, 
will know him no more, forever. 

Mr. C. K. Jardine died in Glasgow, 
Scotland, May 5. Mr. Jardine was the 
founder and proprietor of the Detnerara 
Chronicle, a daily newspaper which he 
started in 188 1 and made a success from 
the beginning. Mr. Jardine does not 
seem to have been a literary man and not 
much given to editorial work, but he was 
a man of rare business ability and of a 
high order of mechanical ability, all of 
which talent he applied to the Chronicle, 
which, while not so set on sugar as the 
Argosy, became a compendium of all 
West India news and one of the mosc 
valuable of our exchanges. We sincerely 
deplore the death of these two distin- 
guished newspaper men, whose names are 
houshold words in the West Indies and 
are known wherever cane sugar is made. 



flay Weatlier in St. James. 

The Louisiana Planter is indebted 
to Mr. E. Cherbonnier, the enterprising 
owner of Helvetia plantation in St. James 
parish, for the weather data of that par- 
ish for the month just passed. The month 
of May, while not especially hot, gave 
us a number of hot days. The average 
maximum temperature for the whole 
month was 8^.61 F. and the average 
minimum 64.01 F. or just 25 degrees be- 
tween the two averages. There were 18 
days during which the thermometer in- 
dicated 90 degrees and above, 94 F. be- 
ing reached May 10. 

May the loth, the hot day, was also 
the coldest, the temperature dropping to 
60 F., a drop of 34 degrees, and 62 F. 
was recorded on 4 days and it was only 
May 19 and thereafter that the minimum 
temperature of 70 and above became the 
general rule. 

The rainfall in St. James during May 
was very light, but i>4 inches falling in 
a number of light showers and doing but 
little good. The drought conditions con- 
tinued to the end of the month and su- 
gar canes were smaller than usual for the 
season. 



flay Weather in New Orleant. 

From the records of the United States 



Weather Bureau in New Orleans we se- 
cure a resume of the data of the weather 
conditions during May. The average 
May temperature during the last 29 years 
has been 75 F. May just passed aver- 
aged 78 F., giving us weather warmer 
by 3 degrees than the average and re- 
ducing the accumulated deficiency of 
average temperature since January ist to 
134 or a daily average of i F. less than 
the average of the 29 years. The recent 
warm weather has been making the cane 
and corn crops of the state grow rapidly, 
but still they are not as forward as had 
been hoped early in the season and one 
cause is the deficiency of temperature still 
indicated notwithstanding the warm May. 
The highest May temperature recorded 
this season was 94 F. on May 26th, 92 on 
the 2 1 St, 90 on the 27th and 89 May loth, 
17th, 20th, 22nd and 25th. 

The average maximum temperature 
was 86.05. 

The average minimum temperature 
was 70.05 F. with 3 days showing a mini- 
mum of 66 F. 

The average May rainfall during the 
last 32 years has been 4,09 inches and 
during May just passed but 1.56 inches 
fell and an accumulated deficiency in rain- 
fall since January ist of 8.47 inches. 
While the comparatively dry season thus 
far restricted the growth of the cane, the 
final outcome of the crop will evidently 
show the good work now doing. 



Trade Notes. 



The Sugar Apparatus Manufacturing Com" 
pany—Two of the subscribers of the Pl^nt^ 
EB, the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
of New Sonth Wales, and the Mossman Cen- 
tral Milling Company, of Port Douglas^ 
Queensland, Australia, recently contracted 
with the above mentioned company for 
evaporating apparatus, the outfit for the 
Colonial Sugar Refining company being a 
250,000 gallon single effect, while that for 
the Mossman mill will be of a somewhat 
smaller type. The orders were filled witti 
great promptness by the Sugar Apparatus 
Manufactjiring Company and the shipment 
has now started for its distant objective 
point In addition to this the company haa 
recently received orders from the Centrale 
Aquierre, of Porto Rico, at which factory 
our journal is also taken, for a 450,000 gal« 
Ion quadruple efTect, and from the Central 
Canovanas, of Porto Kico, for a 225,000 gal- 
lon triple effect, the latter being an enlarge- 
ment of the 150,000 gallon triple effect sold 
to the Centrale Canovanas in 1899. 



Personal. 

Mr. J. B. Brown, manager of the Ivanhoe 
place, was a guest of the Commercial hotel 
during the early part of the week. Mr. 
Brown is an up to date manager in every 
respect. 

Dr. A. M. Haas, of Haasville, La., was at 
one of our leading hotels during the past 
week. Dr. Haas is one of the best known 
men in the upper portion of the sugar dis- 
trict 

Mr. J. Supple, of Bayou Qoula, La., who 
is very largely interested in sugar planting 
in the parish of Iberville, was at the Qmne- 
wald hotel about the middle of the week. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(8PBCIAL COBBBSPOMOnfCS.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Some sections of the parish had a good 
rain Saturday, but it was not a general 
down pour and the localities that didn't 
get any of it are very much in need of 
moisture. Manager J. W. Tucker says the 
front half of the Ascension and New Hope 
plantations — that is, the area nearest the 
river — got two inches of precipitation, but 
the quantity was much less on the rear por- 
tion of the places. The Miles Company's 
plantations at Burnside were included 
among those that received a share of Satur- 
day's precipitation, and there are perhaps 
few places where it was more urgently 
needed. There is an excellent prospect for 
a large crop on all the Miles plantations, 
both in this parish and St James. Mr. 
Tucker says the season at New Hope and 
Ascension has been the best experienced 
there for a number of years and leaves 
little to be desired, unless it may be a bit 
more rain. He has only seen one borer to 
date and is encouraged to believe that this 
pest will not give any serious trouble in 
that neighborhood. 

G. R. Alleman, of Ck)8a Natural planta- 
tion. Assumption, who came to town Wed- 
nesday to attend meetings of the boards of 
directors of the Bank of Donaldsonville and 
the new Donaldsonville Iron Works, Lim- 
ited, reported a fine crop outlook in his 
vicinity. He has used no fertilizer on stub- 
bie and has an exceiient stand. 

Col. J. S. Webster gives a very favorable 
report of conditions on the Point Houmas 
and Terre Haute places, in this parish and 
St. John respectively. He believes that 
most planters work their stubble too early 
and too much and "points with pride" to 
100 acres of "the finest stubble in the state" 
on Terre Haute as an illustration of the 
benefits of the contrary policy. 

Manager James K. Tucker has a fine stand 
of cane on the Armant and Bt James places, 
but rain would be welcome, as there hasn't 
been more than enough to lay the dust 
there at any time since April. 

The Ascension Club held its June meet- 
ing Wednesday and had a royal good time 
of it. In the absence of Hon. Henry Mo- 
Call, who has been visiting Washington 
and New York and could not get back in 
time for the meeting, as he had hoped to 
do. Dr. W. M. McGalllard, vice-president, 
occcupied the chair. Secretary L B. Bentley 
was at his post, as usual, and the other 
full members present were: J. P. Kock, R. 
McCall, Honore Dugas, E. N. Pugh, Myer 
Lemann, J. A Lanier, F. R. Lemann, Dr. 
Jno. D. Hanson, C. Kline, Dr T. H. Hanson, 
Adolphe Netter, D. D. Dalferes and Meyer 
Netter. The dinner committee reported hav- 
ing performed its duty and was discharged 
with thanks. The membership committee 
reported the election of Jos. M. Keating, 



Lawrence H. Pugh and Dr. Geo. L. Viallon 
as associate members. Treasurer F. B. 
Lemann submit. ed his monthly report, and 
followed it witn a statement of the organ- 
ization of a parK commission in Donaldson- 
ville, of which he is president, and solicited 
a contribution from the ciub for the park 
improvement fund. On motion of R. Mc- 
Call the club headed a list mi^ |50, and the 
individual subscriptions oi tne full asso- 
ciate members present brought the amount 
up to |200. The house committee was au- 
thorized to have an electric fan placed in 
the billiard room. The club then adjourned 
and nearly seventy members sat down to 
enjoy a fine dinner at which the full mem- 
bers were entertained as the guests of 
the associate members. But this is another 
story, to be told in the next letter from 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



(8PBCIAL COBBlSPOlfDaMCa.) 

Editor Louuiana Planter: 

The weather has been favorable this week 
— intensely warm with occasional showers in 
different portions. Heavy rains fell in the 
4th and 5th wards (east bank Mississippi 
river) where they were badly needed. The 
crops continue promising, and work is well 
advanced. 

The rice crop is, we think, the most prom- 
ising we have ever seen in the parish, and 
the rains in the "over the river wards," 
where most of the rice is grown, were a big 
help in fiooding operations. The scarcity 
of labor complained of by the sugar people 
is also applicable to those engaged in rice. 
Both are confronted with a serious problem. 

Mr. Charles G. Coyle has recently sold his 
Conrad plantation on the east bank to 
Messrs. Herbert L. Barker and Fenelon D. 
Robin, two sterling young men of White 
Castle. The cleared portion is under lease 
for the present to Bir. Luke P. Levert, who 
has a fine rice crop on it. One of the princi- 
pal features of Conrad is a good body of 
cypress trees. The consideration paid was 
$8,000. 

At its last meeting the Police Jury was 
petitioned by the residents of the interior 
of the first ward to establish a new ward 
of their section to be designated as the 
"tenth." This portion of the parish is thick- 
ly settled by prosperous and intelligent farm- 
ers, owning their own homes, who from all 
points of view, population, acreage and 
value, believe they are entitled to the forma- 
tion of the new ward. Ine petition was 
laid over for further consideration. The 
crops in this section are the finest they have 
ever had. 

From observations made while sojourning 
in the cotton lands along Red river recently, 
we do not wonder at the difficulty of induc- 
ing the cotton negroes Into the cane fields 
at rolling season; for, with the opportuni- 
ties offered them by the land owners and 
merchants, any one of them willing to work 
can earn considerably more than the wages 



paid in the sugar district and not have to 
labor as hard, and we have it on good au- 
thority that a negro renter paying |5.00 per 
acre rent last year, cleared |5.00 for every 
day that he worked and he worked every 
day the weather permitted. 

Mr. D. H. Walsh, of Plaquemine, manager 
of Hon. A. H. Gay's Union plantation, plant- 
ed a half acre in hemp and is well pleased 
with the stand. 

The oat crop was good this year and in 
the face of high prices, was a big help, and 
kept many dollars in the South. 

Mr. Elmo Brown and Miss Adele Hebert, 
two prominent young people of White Cas- 
tle, were joined in wedlock this week. 

If the United States engineers could as- 
sure our people of the speedy completion of 
the locks at Plaquemine, with as much posi- 
tiveness as they are saying that this great 
worK is not to be abandoned, those mostly 
interested would feel much relief. We be- 
lieve tne work will be completed, but when? 
Will it take them seven years to complete 
the other half? Ibbbville. 



West Baton Rouise. 

(8PBCIAL COSSMPOHDBMCa.) 

Editor LouiHana Pkinter: 

And still the rain comes not The growth 
of all crops— and particularly the cane — is 
retarded by the dry weather which hangs 
on so persistently. The only break in the 
long dry spell came last Saturday evening 
in the lower half of the parish, when a 
shower fell that was most grateful indeed, 
but it was too light to be of material benefit 
What promised to be a heavy rain storm 
ended in some wind and considerable light- 
ning and thunder, together with a rain that 
varied in localities. In Bruly Landing, the 
wind attained the dignity of cyclonic pro- 
portions, much fencing and numerous out- 
houses being blown down. A portion of Cin- 
clare's big cane shed was blown out, while 
the crops in that immediate locality were 
damaged somewhat by a heavy fall of hail,, 
which cut the com and cotton pretty badly. 
The damage done, however, was confined 
to the immediate locality mentioned. 

The effect of the protracted dry spell 
varies in sections according to the nature 
of the soil and other conditions. About 
this fact there can be no doubt: All the 
crops are suffering because of the lack of 
rain. As a general proposition the cane is 
not as large as it was at this time last year. 
Some canes have died and unless a heavy 
rain comes soon, more will die. There is 
some consolation in the fact however, that 
the planters are well up with their work 
and that when the rain does come, the crops 
will be in a splendid condition to receive it 
As is always the case, even in favorable 
years the crops in some localities are better 
than those in other sections, and this, too, 
regardless of the absence of precipitation. 
In what is known as the Devall neighbor- 
hood, the cane crop is reported to be in fine 
condition and very promising. Catherine 
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and Poplar Grove, in the central portion of 
the parish, and Cinclare and Australia, in the 
lower section, have good crops. It is re- 
ported that Cinclare has already laid by con- 
siderable cane. A steady ,8oaking rain all 
over the parish would be worth thousands 
of dollars just now. 

Both cotton and corn are below the nor- 
mal standard for this date and are suffering 
from the drought. In the upper portion 
of the parish the cotton planters complain 
that the lice are injuring their crop. 

The rice planters are jubilant. Their 
crops are splendid, and they are looking for 
a bountiful harvest next fall. The rice peo- 
ple consider themselves safe, as only a storm 
later in the season could injure them. 

Labor remains scarce, and many planters 
are looking forward to next fall with more 
or less apprehension. Such are current con- 
ditions in West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL CORRBSPOMDBNCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The fine weather continues, and with its 
continuance the crop prospects brighten 
every day. True, in some few localities 
there is slight complaint as to an excess of 
rain, or in others a slight need of more 
moisture, but, taking the parish as a whole, 
there has been enough rainfall to keep all 
vegetation growing, and not enough to seri- 
ously interfere with working the crops. The 
com looks particularly ^arifty, and there 
seems every prospect for a full granary in 
autumn. The showers have been sufficient 
to cause the peas to come up to a nearly 
perfect stand. Taking crop matters as a 
whole in Assumption it has Deen many a 
long year since at this season every kind of 
crop presented such a promising appearance 
Yec it must be said that .in some seasons 
the cane has been more advanced than this. 
Laying by in May was in former years not 
so exceptional — but leaving the new-ground 
cane aside there is but little large enough 
even on the first of June to be laid by. We 
hear that Mr. Hy. Munson, on Enola, has 
a magnificent crop of cane, and that he 
says as long as he has been planting cane 
he has never had a better crop of plant 
cane. 

Discussing the matter of the extensive 
and increasing use of fertilizers with one 
of the best posted planters of the Lafour- 
che, he intimated that he was beginning 
to have serious doubts as to the benefits 
derived from our present metnods. He re- 
marked that the fertilizer and oat bills 
were beginning to absorb too many pounds 
of sugar, and intimated that an adherence 
to the old methods, viz., rotation of crops, 
making plenty of feed, and turning under 
more pea-vines would probably be the cause 
of larger results at the end of the campaign, 
particularly with the present low prices of 
sugar. He added that he cultivated more 
land now than formerly, fertilized stubble, 
plant and com, and yet in his opinion he 



obtained less tonnage per acre and less sugar 
per ton, at an increased expense, as com- 
pared with former seasons when he used 
less fertilizer, and planted no succession 
cane. He called my attention to the fact 
that with the new labor saving devices the 
pay roll was smaller than of yore, but 
seemed to think that the increased output 
of money in feed and fertilizer more than 
OiiSet this reduction. However, with a 
conservatism that marks the thinker and 
student, he was not yet willing to say abso- 
lutely that he was right, and expressed him- 
self as being determined to look more care- 
fully into this matter. 

He was probably led into this train of 
thought by the receipt of a bill for oats, 
these billets-doux being well calculated to 
cause the recipient to put on his thinking 
cap, and do some deep pondering. The 
death of Mr. Drauzin Himei at his residence 
in Assumption removed from our commun- 
ity one of its most respected members. One 
of the old landmarks, by a life of probity 
and strict integrity he had won the regard 
of all. As a tribute of respect the district 
court adjourned to allow the members of 
the bar and court officers to attend the 
obsequies. As president and member of the 
Police Jury he made a reputation as an 
economical financier. A man of firm con- 
victions he expressed those convictions fear- 
lessly, rugged in his honesty, a tender- 
hearted nurse in times of sickness, a kind 
and affectionate husband, and father, his 
place will be one not easily tilled, and he 
leaves behind him a name and fame of whicu 
his descendants can be justly proud as a 
typical country gentleman of the old school. 

MORE Anon. 



St. Mary. 

Mr. Jules Gaussiran, inventor of the cane 
cutting machine, which has given so much 
satisfaction to the planters, was a pleasant 
caller to our office this week. 

Mr. John R. Todd's Ellerslie sugar house 
has again been robbed of many of its brass 
trimmings and copper coils, but we learn 
that they were recovered in New Orleans. 
According to the information furnished us, 
three negroes, whose names we did not learn, 
did the stealing, and shipped the goods from 
Bayou Sale to the city. Mr. Todd discovered 
their absence, and immediately chased them 
up, which resulted in a recovery just in 
time. The thieves who will certainly be 
caught, will be furnished free transporta- 
tion on a Baton Rouge excursion. — Franklin 
Watchman. 



Vermilion. 



(SPECIAL C0BBB8P0NDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A portion of this country was visited by 
an excellent rain during the first part of the 
past week, though the territory covered was 
very small. Other sections of the parish 
are very dry and needing rain badly. There 
are indic-ations of rain daily and light show- 



ers fall but not sufficient to put enough 
moisture in the ground. In the Prairie 
Gregg section of the country crops are burn- 
ing- up for want of rain. Reports from that 
section give out that the com crop will be 
cut one-half. Crops in all other sections of 
the parish are in a fiourishing condition. 
The rice crop is very fine and still promises 
a very heavy yield. Parties who are pump- 
ing from wells are more than pleased with 
the results, both as to the water their wells 
yield and the effect on the rice. The canal 
people are also in their glory — pumps run- 
ning night and day fiooding thousands of 
acres of rice. The general corn crop is 
very fine and the yield will be heavy. Cane 
Is in splendid condition ana the outlook 
for a good crop is above the average. Cot- 
ton is improving very rapidly now and with 
a favorable season the results will be very 
satisfactory. The acreage is not as large 
as last year. Feed stuffs are an item just 
now. Corn is very high, hay is almost ex- 
tinct and what is left is selling at fabulous 
prices and pasturage is scarce. The oat crop 
that is now being harvested will relieve the 
situation somewhat; the crop is very fine 
but the acreage is small: 

There is quite a movement in cattle in this 
section at present. The stock, firm of Slmms 
& Wathen sold about two hundred head a 
few days ago at fancy prices, some selling 
as high as $110.00 each. There are hundreds 
of cattle shipped out from the Chienere Tigre 
country to outside markets. 

Mr. John A. Wathen, a prominent stock 
breeder of Lebanon, Ky., was in Abbeville 
a few days the past week. 

Mr. J. D. Simms, one of the leading cane 
planters of St. Mary, spent a few days here 
this week. 

Gus Godchaux, a prominent sugar plant- 
er and lumberman, and Elias Broussard, 
a large rice planter, both of Abbeville, left 
a few days ago for a tour of the West and 
will take in Mexico. 

Mr. Robert S. Guerard, manager of the 
Rushmere plantation in this parish, left for 
New Orleans yesterday in the charge of Mrs. 
Guerard. Mr. Guerard was suffering from 
the effects of catarrhal fever and went to 
the city for treatment. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOMDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Not a few of the more enterprising farm- 
ers of this locality ar^ apprehensive that 
this month will be disagreeably wet and 
not at all favorable for the cultivation of 
the growing crops. The first day of June 
was decidedly hot and showery and in some 
districts in this parish the rainfall has been 
in excess^ of the wants of the farmers and 
has caused delay in cultivating work. 

I find that plant cane is making a splen- 
did growth and that the cane raisers will 
begin during this week and next week to 
lay by their cane crops. The first year's 
stubble is now looking well and growing 
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finely but the stand is not as good as I 
have seen it in some past years; still with 
a propitious season the stubble will, in the 
end, produce a fair tonnage to the acre. 

Peas are said to be growing out to a 
splendid stand and the acreage planted to 
them seems to have been increased some- 
what above that of last season. Peas for 
planting were cheaper than they were last 
year and this may in some degree account 
for the increase in the acreage to this crop; 
then, too, the farmers are learning the ad- 
vantage that there is in gathering during 
the fall months all the peas that they can 
from their own fields and storing them at 
home for planting purposes, in this way 
saving a large amount of the money that 
they would otherwise spend for peas pur- 
chased in other states. 

In conversation last week with a practical 
planter on the subject of com growing my 
friend said that fully two-thirds of the fail- 
ures which have been made by the planters 
in corn growing he attributed to the fact 
that they let the corn grow too thick in the 
drill which caused the plant to develop into 
stalks and fodder but not grain, all of which 
I think, looking at it from the standpoint 
of an experienced Western com grower, is 
strictly true, for the Illinois com raiser 
checks his corn field by laying out the rows 
four feet by three feet and planting and 
thinning so that there are two or three 
stalks to the hill. All this results in good 
crops of corn and sleek, well fed horses, 
mules, cows, beef cattle and fat hogs. 

From information just received it has 
been learned that the Meeker Planting Com- 
pany in Rapides parish will erect this sum- 
mer an up-to-date ginning plant, which, as 
it will be situated in the center of a pro- 
gressive cotton growing district, is bound 
to do a thriving business from the start 

Late reports from Chenesrville and that 
locality are all highly favorable and indi- 
cate that the cane crops there are promia- 
ing. Ck)m is also doing well and a heavy 
acreage has been planted in peas. The cot- 
ton crops are well advanced and there seems 
to be no reason why, with a fair season from 
now on, the progressive planters in that 
section should not do well and gather 
abundant crops. 

The cane, com and cotton crops on the 
iJenster plantation are said to be in a fine 
state of cultivation and growing splendidly, 
--e Lienster cane crop is, in particular, very 
promising so far and with anything like a 
fair season from this date until the cane is 
ripe for the harvest the Lienster sugar fac- 
tory will have quite a heavy tonnage of cane 
to work into sugar this tall and winter. 

It has been reported to me that the grow- 
ing town of Bunkie will at an eai:ly date 
have another bank with Mr. Geo. W. Sentell, 
proprietor of the Lienster place as one of 
the stockholders and directors. 

The planters living in tne localities of 
Longbrldge, Cottonport, Evergreen and 
Bunkie are said to be well up with their 



field work. Owing to the late rains the cot- 
ton crops may be a little grassy in places but 
with a few fair days during the week all 
the planters will come to the front with 
clean crops and flying colors. 

Mr. W. L. O'Quinn, of Bunkie, was here 
at Haasville on the second and he stated 
among other matters that there was a heavy 
rainfall at Barbreck on the first of June 
which was welcomed by the cane raisers 
there. Mr. O'QuInn says that the cane crops 
around Barbreck and tributary to the Au- 
gusta factory are all good and will be laid by 
as early as possible. Corn, pease and al- 
falfa are also promising. Eai27. 



5t. James— Ris^ht Bank. 

(SPECIAL COBBISPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Local showers have fallen during the past 
week, but the dry spell has not yet been 
broken in certain localities, hence general 
satisfaction is not the rule in regard to 
moisture. Where no rain at all has fallen 
within the last three or four weeks, cane 
is withering, and its growth has moreover 
been checked. Old corn is doing well 
enough, but the last planted is staggering. 
The lower part of the parish, on both sides 
of the river seems to be the dryest in the 
whole belt, as two good showers fell in the 
upper part of the parish during the past 
week, leaving us entirely out every time. 
Around here tne smooth running of cultiva- 
tion was subject to a very regrettable 
change, owing to the extremely dry condi- 
tion of the soil, consequently it is almost im- 
possible to proceed with ploughing which 
is at a standstill on a few plantations. 
Added to the drought affliction came the 
''army worm," as an invader, which, up to 
date, is still in evidence and occupying much 
attention. Several have had recourse to 
difTerent remedies and means of destroying 
the pest, while others are allowing things 
to take their course. According to rumors, 
it appears that the favorite spots of the 
worm are in the circuit of Rich Bend and 
Oak Alley plantations, though they have not 
gotten very numerous on the latter place 
yet. Where corn was entirely killed by the 
above mentioned vermin, it will be re- 
planted, therefore on that account the pro- 
cess is again in vogue, but the chances of a 
successful crop planted this late are slim. 

In factories, patch work is receiving some 
attention. Boilers are being examined, and 
oil fixtures being attached. Foundations for 
oil tanks are beginning to be seen on a 
great many places. 

The oil people are already beginning to 
shake the confidence of purchasers; for in- 
stance, the same aealers have two or three 
difTerent prices, therefore nearly every 
other planter is paying more or less than 
his neighbor, for his supply. Altogether 
the cost of oil has a tendency to go up, and 
explode the theory that it is cheaper than 
coal. 

Mr. J. K. Tucker, of Armant plantation- 



attended a meeting of the Mississippi and 
Lafourche Levee Board in New Orleans last 
Tuesday. 

The sad death of Mr. F. R. Kittredge last 
Monday morning, is very much regretted.. 
Much sympathy is extended to his sister, 
Mrs. E. D. Barton, of St. Clair plantation, 
with whom he was residing. 

St. James. 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(SPECIAL CORBBSPOlfDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

At the close of last week's communication 
we were all anxious for a rainfall, and from 
appearances at that time we expected to 
be fully satisfied by now, but quite con- 
trary to our expectations we have had but 
one shower, that of Saturday evening and 
even that is hardly worth mentioning. 
Heavy clouds show up daily, the entire day 
long, as if the- heaviest rainfall ever heard 
of is to precipitate itself at any moment, 
but they disappear with the evening sun, 
and we are Etill left in anxious expecta- 
tion. Up to lately everything seemed to 
stand the lack of moisture quite bravely, but 
now that the effects of the sun have become 
so parching upon the entire vegetable king- 
dom, the crops *are sharing rather heavily 
the loss sustained by the lack of rain for 
such a length of time, and it is sincerely 
hoped that this lack of rain may not re- 
main unbroken very much longer as the 
crops of com, hay and all fodder producing 
plants may become as heavily damaged as 
last year and another year of such hard 
luck would be hard to overcome. Strange 
to say these showers are so local that we 
hear that just a few miles above on Bayou 
Lafourche, the inhabitants are complaining 
of the severe rains had there which are 
quite detrimental to their crops, which have 
become quite in need of cultivation and the 
same complaint comes to us from the lower 
part of St Charles parish. Notwithstanding 
this strong impediment to the growth of 
the cane, the crops are progressing very 
fairly. The atmosphere for the past few 
nights has not been quite adapted to the 
season, for, though the days are growing 
more and more warm, the nights from mid- 
night to morning have been really cool, 
as much as in October or March, which is by 
no means beneficial and gives the yellowish 
color the canes have attained. ' 

Mr. O. Tanguis has been compelled to 
erect another cistern for the use ot oil at 
his pump, as with but one he could not 
carry a sufficient supply, being compelled to 
lay off pumping for several uays awaiting '- 
the arrival of the tug distributing oil. Mr. 
Jno. Passet, who is the proud owner of a V 
very fine rice crop on the College Point, ^ 
has this week erected all the apparatus 
necessary for using oil as fuel and will 
henceforth use it in preference to coal which % 
was becoming an enormous expense from '^] 
the imipense quantity he had to use daily. ^ ^ 

Mr. Chas. Bourgeois, of Rapidan, was a /! 
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recent visitor to his brother. Dr. Eugene 
Bourgeois, of Bnisly Landing, where he was 
royally entertaineo. 

Mr. Ghas. and Miss ^eleste Jacob are at 
present enjoying a pleasure trip in New 
Orleans. Convent. 



St. Charles. 

The different crops, cane, rice and com, 
are showing up nicely, and are as good as 
could be expected. The corn seems to have 
the lead, and will be the tanner crop with 
the cane a close second. The copious show- 
ers that we are getting have teen conducive 
of much good to tae growing crops. — 
Herald. 



Lower Coast. 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Ending this date a most delightful week 
has succeeded the seven days' scorcher noted 
in the preceding letler of your Lower Coast 
correspondent. The desirable change in the 
temperature occurred May 28th, and since 
then has been steadily existent with al- 
most a gale of wind, daily and part of every 
night, blowing from the eastward. 

Tnis reduced temperature and breezy con- 
ditions have been highly beneficial to both 
men and beasts; and, within the past six 
days there has been an immense amount of 
plowing done, while in the intense heat of 
the previous week the plantation work 
lagged, teams played out daily early in the 
action, and numerous prostrated mules had 
to be carried off the field by extemporized 
ambulance corps. 

In this section a general need of rain is 
beginning to be felt, although the cane seems 
to be growing with great rapidity under the 
stimulus of thorough cultivation and an un- 
usually humid atmosphere. Yesterday one 
of the largest cane planters in the Jesuits 
Bend told the writer of this letter that he 
had not had sufficient rain to send his field 
forces in out of the wet since the month of 
March. Another large cultivator of that 
locality is stated to have altogether stopped 
his plows, because from lack of rain for a 
very long time the ground of his fields had 
become too hard to be penetrable by the 
chilled steel points of those Implements. 
The consensus of local agricultural opinion 
is that the present absence of rainfall is far 
less undesirable than an excess of moisture 
in this stage of cultivation, where "laying 
by" and "the last lick before it" is oelng 
largely carried on. 

The great corn crop of the Lower Coast 
Is now so far advanced that the people of 
this region are already eating the roasting 
ears thereof. The crop appears to be ripen- 
ing ahead of the nest-leaving of the new 
generation of the myriad marsh-blackbirds 
that usually in this immediate section do 
such enormous damage to that valuable 
cereal in the roasting ear stage. Sometimes 
these pests have cut down the com crop 
more than fifty per cent on numerous fields 



by tearing open the sheltering green shucks 
in the immature ears and exposing the grain 
to the rotting effects of rain. 

In former times the local planters em- 
ployed gun-bearing squads of bird-minders 
to guard the corn, as the rice planters do 
now to protect their crops; and when the 
maize grain was beginning to harden the 
hoe-gangs were set to work bending down 
the corn-stalks so that the shucks would 
shed the rain from the ears; but now-a-days 
labor is too scarce to be devoted to "bird- 
scaring" and "corn-bending;" and perhaps 
the average sugar planter's financial means 
do not Justify the burning of gunpowder to 
any extent in conducting agricultural oper- 
ations. 

The Plaquemines parish rice crop, as a 
whole, is somewhat like the average colored 
citizen's health, "po'ly thank Gawd." The 
larger area of the lowland cereal grown by 
limited farmers is without irrigation water 
from the river or rain from the clouds. The 
privileged "pumpers" have good crops as 
usual. In other words the situation is about 
the same as reported in this local corre- 
spondence two weeks since, only worse. 

June 3, 1902. "G." 



Barat#ria. 



(SPECIAL C0BBK8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Weather conditions have continued un- 
varyingly the same since a week, with high 
winds prevailing, which have induced a de- 
cided fall in the tide, and though with oc- 
casional indications of rain appearing in 
the form of dark rimmed clouds and the 
sound of distant thunder gladdening the 
anticipated hopes of those interested In the 
rice industry, they have in each Instance 
so far been dispelled by most genial weather 
following all rainy indications, and the 
pumps are having to supply the full amount 
of water necessary for irrigating purposes 
by running day and night and the plant- 
ers are not even permitted to stop the plants 
long enough to wash out their boilers, as 
the decrease indicated by th^ water gauge 
would show a decided deficiency in the field 
supply at once. Crops throughout the Bara- 
taria rice districts appear to be coming up 
finely and have grown rapidly, though the 
general complaint of shortage of labor in 
the rice fields has not abated one whit It 
appears the weeding will not be as great as 
last year, when the work had to be gone 
over two or three times. Mowing is being 
done where grassing by hand would prove 
too expensive, and in some fields where the 
supply does not equal the demand by half, 
the hands are made to cut the rice and 
grass with knives. Planters are doing a 
good deal of ostensible visiting just now, 
the real motive being a justifiable pride in 
comparing the merits and demerits of the 
rice outlook throughout the different fields. 
Truck farmers have done fairly well with 
their vegetables, which, in nearly every case, 
were shipped to points outside of New Or- 



leans, their early products commanding 
good prices. Grand Isle sent in a shipment 
of 1,000 melons last week, fine large ones 
that commanded the top of the market. The 
Island is always in the lead in early and 
fairly abundant Shipments, besides keeping 
a goodly supply for home consumption. 

Babatabia. 



West Vermillion, 

(SPECIAL COBKXSPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

This section was visited Monday evening 
by a very light shower, which did some 
good to the young rice, but since that time 
we have had a dry southwest wind. The 
rice crop as a whole is doing fairly well, 
and the farmers are very well pleased with 
the present outlook throughout this im- 
mediate section. 

Your correspondent had occasion to visit 
the J. P. Gueydan Estate farms a few days 
ago. These farms, four in number lie from 
two to three and one-half miles southwest 
of the thriving little city of Gueydan. The 
first of these farms we visited was that of 
St. Bonnet, the old homestead of the late 
and lamented J. P. Gueydan, who settled 
there some 17 years ago. Mr. Gueydan was 
also the founder of the city that now bears 
his name. Ths country at the time of Mr. 
Gueydan's settlement was a waste of marsh 
land, only good for grazing purposes; but 
to-day it Is one continual rice farm with well 
built dwelling houses, barns, etc. The above 
mentioned farm is leased to James Winslow, 
who has in 300 acres of rice which is irri- 
gated by two 8-inch deep wells. There are 
three other farms belonging to this estate 
which are leased to the following persons: 
Manila plantation, to Virgil Harper; Hawaii 
plantation, to O. P. Winslow; Key West plan- 
tation, to Sam Wootan. 

The above named farms contain each 300 
acres cultivated in rice, and all are watered 
by deep wells. 

Tour correspondent has been informed 
lately that salt water has made its appear- 
ance in Lake Arthur, which lake is 12 miles 
west of Gueydan, and on which the Klondike 
Pumping Plant is located. X. P. 



Personal. 



General Adolph Meyer, congressman from 
the First Louisiana district, Vas in the city 
during the past week, having come down 
from Washington for a few days. General 
Meyer is an active champion of the sugar 
industry. 

Mr. J. Baldwin, Jr., and wife, of Baldwin, 
La., were at the St Charles hotel on Mon- 
day last. Mr. Baldwin resides on the Total 
Wreck plantation which, under his careful 
supervision, is anything but a wreck. 

Mr. E. Roger, of Thibodaux, La., was a 
guest of the Cosmopolitan hotel during the 
early part of the week. 

Mr. Thos. H. Casey, of Terrebonne parish, 
where he has been engaged in sugar plant- 
ing for many years, was a Tuesday guest of 
the Commercial hotel. 

Mr. E. F. Dickinson, manager of the Geor- 
gia plantation, belonging to Mr. C. S. Mat- 
thews, was in New Orleans on Wednesday 
last. -14 
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POBBIGN LHTTBBS. 



Berlin. 

Berlin Mat 18, 1902. 
(special cobrbspondbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The season advances, but the cold keeps 
on in unmitigated force. Vegetation ac- 
cordingly is making very slow progress and 
the little advance gained as compared with 
last year is wholly lost. Cold and rainy is 
the character of the weather since about 
three weeks and three cold May days which 
almost every year do a good deal of harm 
have this year had occasion to show their 
power, as it has been frosty all the time. 
This is no doubt a very unpromising begin- 
ning of the beet season and it is hard to 
tell what will become of the crop if not an 
early and radical change would set in. The 
few young plants which came up have a 
sickly appearance, but the greater part of 
the sowings are lying lifeless in the ground 
and this is generally the foreboding of large 
resowings or a gappy stand. Similar con- 
ditions are also prevailing in the other 
European beet growing countries and com- 
plaints of this kind are heard both from 
the west and the east, although so far it 
may be said that France is doing a little 
better than the other countries, because the 
bad weather has set in there somewhat later. 
But on the whole the situation is nowhere 
satisfactory and warmer weather is fervent- 
ly longed for in all quarters. 

Although the Parliaments in and outside 
of Germany are gone into Whitsuntide holi- 
days, the sugar convention and the new su- 
gar laws in the different countries continue 
to engage public attention. The break in 
a system of sugar legislation which has 
subsisted so long a time and which has be- 
come nearly the comer stone of the sugar 
industry of Europe — viz., the bounty system 
— is so radical a change and upsets so many 
conditions of production, that it cannot sur- 
prise us if the process is marked by political 
and economical cramp and spasms. As to 
Germany I wrote you already that the left 
of the house is siding with the government 
and is supporting the provisions of the 
Brussels convention whilst the right are 
making a keen opposition. It had been the 
desire of the government to get the bill 
passed without any committee, but the 
Heichstag, that is the opposing majority, 
has insisted on appointing a committee, and 
a hearing of experts took place a few days 
ago. This has been done by questioning 
each of the experts individually, certain 
fixed points being submitted to them to be 
answered, a somewhat one-sided mode of 
invesLigation. With regard to the Brussels 
convention it must be noted tnat it cannot 
be amended by one or the other parliament. 
(Teat a laisser on a prendre, as the French 
say, and at present it looks very much as 
if the scale was tipping towards the former. 
At least a telegram from Brussels states 
that the Parliaments of Berlin, Vienna, 



Paris and Buda-Pest will reject the conven- 
tion and that a new conference will be 
possibly convoked. But this may be simply 
conjectured by some parties, and I don't 
think it quite safe to rely on such news. 
In industrial circles of France it seems they 
either believe that the convention will be 
not carried out or the opinion is that its 
effects are favorable for the trade, for there 
are three new sugar factories projected. 
The probabilities are for the latter Idea, in- 
asmuch as the reduction of the taxes an- 
nounced simultaneously with the Inaugura- 
tion of the findings of the convention Is pre- 
sumed to result In a large Increase of con- 
sumption so that an Increase of the pro- 
ducing power of the country may be not 
quite out of place. 

There are already some annual reports 
on the campaign of 1901-02 published, 
amongst them ihat of the factory Koerbls- 
dorf, of which I have been giving you every 
year a short abstract. The sowings of this 
establishment amounted In 1901 to 579 
hectares, which yielded 236,783 long tons of 
beets or 40.9 tons to the hectare, as against 
39.4 tons In 1900, which goes to show what 
an abundant crop has been obtained in the 
last campaign. This extraordinary high 
yield is partly due to the fact that the agri- 
cultural department of the factory has done 
pretty well, and much better than the sugar 
making establishment Itself. The latter has 
produced 8,096 tons of sugar — 13.85 per cent 
and 1,129 tons of molasses — 1.95 per cent, 
and, as the cost of working the factory 
amounted to 1,400,927 marks, whilst the 
receipts were 1,447,147 marks, the gross 
profit Is 46,213.85 marks as against 193,598 
marks gained by the farming department 
Besides a brick factory worked by the es- 
tablishment yielded 10,738 marks so that 
Inclusive of the yield of a brown coal pit be- 
longing to the factory, a total profit of 265,- 
188 marks was obtained as against 480,528 
marks In 1900-01. The net profit amounts 
this year, after paying Interest and writings 
off to 177,917 marks, of which 108,000 marks 
have been paid as a 4 per cent dividend to 
the shareholders, as against 9 per cent In 
1901. This modest result Is the consequence 
of the low sugar prices and as there are 
little hopes that these will Improve in the 
near future the prospects for next year are 
also not very promising. It may be noted, 
however, that for the sugar factory of Koer- 
blsdorf upwards of 22 per cent less acre- 
age than In 1901 has been sown. 

Of the markets little of interest can be 
reported. The figures of this year's sow- 
ings as contained In my last letter were, 
to some extent, unfavorably criticised, but 
If It Is admitted that a larger reduction 
than 11.34 per cent might have been desir- 
able It must, on the other hand also be 
taken Into consideration that the crop this 
year will hardly turn out as large as last 
year. Later on in the week a more confi- 
dent tone became observable and prices also 
recovered a little. In Magdeburg they close 



for actual 88 per cent sugar at M. 7.30 — 
7.60 and delivery May is quoted at Ham- 
burg M. 6.325. In refined business has been 
more active as 15 per cent of the contingent 
had been set free for sale oy tne ssnidicate. 
RoBEBT Hennig. 



Havana. 

Havana, May 30, 1902. 
(special cobbespondbmcb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — This market ruled quiet 
and weak during the week under review, ow- 
ing to a further decline In prices reported 
from London and the lack of demand In the 
United States; sales here have accordingly 
remained restricted to a few small parcels, 
on account of the reluctance of holders, 
whoso hopes have been so much revived by 
more favorable advices regarding reciprocity, 
received from Washington, during the past 
few days, that they decline to part with their 
stocks at the low prices ruling at present 

Sales reported during the week, add up 
only 15,000 bags centrifugals, which changed 
hands at from 1.52% to 1.55 cents per pound, 
basis 96 degrees, of good shipping classes, 
at which prices the market closes to-day 
very quiet and nominal. 

Crop Reports — Whereas drought continues 
to prevail In the central part of the Island, 
It has rained and it Is still raining at both 
ends of same; although In great need of 
water, the cane still keeps In good condition 
and labor in the fields is being conducted 
on a very limited scale. 

The majority of factories in the province 
of Havana, as well as in those of Matanzas, 
Santa Clara and Santiago de Cuba, have 
finished their crops with an output ranging 
at from 25 to 30 per cent less than calcu- 
lated at first and it Is even said that the de- 
crease in the district of Guines amounts to 
fully 50 per cent 

Owing to the unfavorable conditions that 
have prevailed this year, a certain number 
of cane tenancies have been abandoned, be- 
cause their owners lack means to continue 
cultivating them. 

Among the plantations that are still grind- 
ing, the following are mentioned: "Rosarlo," 
at Aguacate; "Fe," at Caibarlen; "Chapar- 
ra," at Gibara; "Caracas." at Cienfuegos, 
and a few more, at several places; It is said 
that the two factories named last have cane 
enough left them to keep on grinding 
throughout the month of June, If their man- 
agers deem it advisable to do so; plantation 
"Santa Trinidad," at Sagua, Is now grind- 
ing the balance of the cane of central "An- 
drelta," whose proprietors have found it pre- 
ferable to sell it rather than grind It for 
their own account. 

In Planters' Behalf— The Board of Plant- 
ers of the Island of Cuba has just submitted 
to the consideration of the new insular sec- 
retary of Commerce and Agriculture, a series 
of measures to wne effect of improving the 
adverse conditions under which sugar and 
tobacco producers are laboring at present 
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The proposed measures refer to the estab- 
lishment of a Mortgage Bank, which will 
issue bonds earning 6 per cent annual in- 
terest, redeemable in a stipulated number 
of years, and which will be quoted at the 
Exchange; the creation of several agricultur- 
al stations, with the object of bettering the 
quality of the cane and the tobacco, and to 
allow the Treasury to make loans to plant- 
ers, on their stored sugars, at the rate of 10 
cents, per each arrobe of 25 pounds, by 
which scheme a sum of about 5% to 6 mil- 
lion dollars, could be placed at the disposal 
of needy planters, who should reimburse the 
money lent them, in this way, as fast as the 
sugar were sold, or by means of special taxes, 
or in any other way that the government 
might deem most convenient. 

Treaty of Commerce in View — It has been 
rumored during the past few days that the 
British consul general, at this place, whose 
appointment to flU the post oi ambassador 
has been recently announced from London, 
has already started with the Cuban govern- 
ment preliminary negotiations for the ad- 
justment of a commercial agreement be- 
tween both countries* and as the Piatt amend- 
ment does not prohibit the Cuban republic 
from entering into such arrangements, it Is 
likely that a large part of the business re- 
ciprocity might have insured to the United 
States, will now go to England. T. D. 



Trinidad. B. W. 1. 

So far the dry season has not ended, 
though signs of its approaching close have 
not been wanting. The heat has been most 
oppressive and the few showers that have 
fallen have only served to make one regret 
that they were not still more frequent. For 
sugar making the weather is of course ad- 
mirably suited; though we understand mod- 
erate showers would not harm the reaping, 
while certainly benefitting the young grow- 
ing canes. The planters, however, are just 
at present troubled with considerations far 
more serious than even the changes of 
weather and the prospects of the crop; and, 
as will be seen elsewhere in our packet sup- 
plement, it is a question whether many of 
our largest sugar plantations will not be 
necessarily abandoned before next reaping 
season. If so, the prospect is indeed a very 
dismal one. It is said that "Inverness" is 
to be abandoned in the Naparimas by order 
of Sir Charles Tennant & Sons; and this 
means that probably others will be similarly 
dealt with. In the northern, or eastern, 
district as it is generally termed, the aban- 
donment of "Orange Grove" is looked upon 
as a possibility; the disastrous results of 
which can only be fully realized by those 
who are aware how large and poor is the 
class of people entirely dependant upon su- 
gar for a means of earning a living. Good 
crops are anticipated on most of the estates 
this season; and on some, record crops are 
expected. It will not avail, however, that 
the results should be good if there be no 
hope of selling the produce in either the 



London or New York markets but at the 
loss on the actual cost of manufacture; and 
until it be known definitely what steps are 
to be taken at Home by way of enabling the 
unfairly handicapped and too long oppressed 
sugar industry to tide over the intervening 
period till the commencement of the Brus- 
sels Convention, our planters will have a 
very anxious time. 

In Naparima the past fortnight has given 
further and more certain predictions of the 
approach of the rainy season at no very 
distant date. Cigales are to be heard night- 
ly all over the district The dust plague 
continues unabated; vegetation along the 
country road is encrusted with it, and the 
roads especially in the more rural parts are 
covered with it as with a sheet of flour. 
The heat by day is very enervating and 
the nights are cold even to chilliness. 

The sugar factories continue in the su- 
gar campaign and it is anticipated that on 
the majority of the plantations decidedly 
good crops will be the result The young 
canes on the plantations on tne whole are 
good. 

At the Palmiste Usine in South Naparima 
a really record crop is being taken in. Mr. 
L. ae Verteuil, the attorney, has proved a 
l>enefactor to the cane farming industry by 
the ofTer of good prices per ton for canes, 
the result being that the mill ^aru has been 
a mass of canes since the commencement of 
the crop, and is likely to continue so to the 
end. The improved machinery put up for 
the crop has answered most satisfactorily 
and upwards of 270 tons of sugar were turn- 
ed out weekly, inis speaks well for the 
handling and management of tne staff. The 
Louisiana experts who came over to take ott 
the crop have done good work and it is ex- 
pected that from the results of experiment 
made by them there is likely to be a revolu- 
tion in the manufacture oi sugar in this 
colony. 

One of the oldest plantations in the Nsr 
parimas; the property of Sir 0. Tennant & 
Co., Inverness, s being offered for sale. The 
plantation is in South Naparima and com- 
prises 1,114 acres. Along with the planta- 
tion are to be sold the magnificent double 
crushing plant, boilers, light and perma- 
nent railways and live stock. The sale of 
this estate shows that the ouciook for the 
future is hardly going to brighten or the 
owners would not care to part with so fine 
a plan cation. — Port of Spain (Gazette, May 8. 



I>emerara. 

Geoegetown, May 8, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

About 2,000 tons dark crystals were offered 
and taken during the fortnight at improv- 
ing rates $1.61 to |1.70 per IjO pounds. Last 
sale, 1,000 tons, at |1.71. The small mid- 
year grinding will shortly commence and it 
is estimated that from 20 to 25,000 tons 
sugar in all will be manufactured, and it 
seems that all or nearly an will be "Uncle 
Sam" sugar, as the "Home" country appears 



quite overloaded with "Beef for a long time 
to come and British "cane planters" fear 
tha their continental rivals will some way 
or other manage to hold the English market 
against them — if not for an inaehnite time— 
for tne near future anyhow. 

The "doleful doles" which are proposed by 
the Home or mother country to be dispensed 
among her W. I. children will be no earthly 
good to the needy and forsaken if calculated 
on the number of tons of sugar either made 
or lost; the weak planters, going or gone, 
will get little and nothing and the strong 
survivors, who live at home, will get the 
swag. Shipments of sugar for the year up 
to date amount to 334,573 bags as compared 
with 230,051 bags for the same period last 
year. 

The weather during the fortnight has 
been light and changeable and generally 
favorable to the canes both for present and 
October grinding although some localities 
complain of more rain than needful. The 
juice of canes to come oft tests well and 
the backwardness, caused by the heavy 
February-March weather to the autumn 
canes has, by thorough tillage and late lig^t 
weather been fairly overcome. 

WlETINO & RiCHTEE. 



Hawaii. 

Honolulu, May 21, 1902. 
(spkcial corbsspokdbncb.*) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Heavy rains on Maui have been the 
feature of the past week, together with the 
continued loading of sugar steamers for the 
coast and New York. Though sugar to down 
to a low price and money is not as plentiful 
as it might be, local planters are happy over 
the improvement in the labor situation. It 
is reported that the condition of labor on 
the various sugar estates is more satisfac- 
tory than at any time since annexation. 
Wages have been gradually reduced from 
time to time until the scale nT)w being paid, 
is but a few dollars higher than it was dur- 
ing the time the contract service was In 
vogue. 

Plans for the use of petroleum oil as fuel 
are maturing rapidly for Honolulu plantar 
tion, and it will only be a few months, until 
the new improvement is made. Contracts 
have already been made for the erection of 
two enormous tanks at Iwllei of a total ca- 
pacity of 60,000 barrels from which will 
be supplied both the local plantations, and 
the Oceanic steamers whlcli are also to be 
equipped for the use of oil. The tanks are 
to be completely housed so as to prevent 
evaporation which will naturally be much 
greater in this climate than In more tem- 
perate places. The Marion Chilcott is to be 
employed as the tank vessel and fill these 
tanks, at least until Pearl Harbor is 
dredged, when the oil will be piped directly 
from the steamer onto the plantation. There 
will be considerable saving by the use of oil 
as fuel on the plantations. About 15,000 
tons of coal were used annually on the plsn- 
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tations and one ton of coal is said to be 
equalled by lour barrels of oil, which to- 
gether with the reduction in uxe number of 
firemen needed, will make a saving accord- 
ing to estimate of about one-third. 

Previous to tne present shipment of su- 
gar from Makee plantation there was sugar 
to the value of ♦350,000 stojed at the ware- 
house, awaiting the arrival of the Globe 
steamers. This great accumulation of su- 
gar was due to the plan of the managers to 
have the sugar shipped direct from the plan- 
tation to the marjtet, without the extra cost 
and trouble of first shipping to Honolulu. 
At that time the piie of sugar measured 
sixty feet high and about eigncy feet square, 
representing about half of the output of the 
plantation. The attempt to ship the sugar 
direct from Anahola landing was not suc- 
cessful, and the contract with the Globe Na- 
vigation Company uas been abandoned. Only 
two of the Globe steamers were able to make 
the landing, and that at a great risk to life 
and property. Now the sugar is first being 
brought to Honolulu, and reshipped to the 
coast. 

An indication of the plepti fulness of labor 
for the plantations is the large number of 
idle Japanese in the city of Honolulu. Most 
of these men have come from the planta- 
tions, and being unable to find city em- 
ployment are willing enough to go back to 
their former employers who, nowever, have 
already filled their places. Many of the 
Japanese are returning to Japan, while 
others are being taken to Mexico by contrac- 
tors for work on the railroads. It is a fact, 
however, that the labor situation has never 
been better, either as regards the scale of 
wages or the plentifulness of the supply. 

Waialua and Oahu plantations have sub- 
mitted a proposition to the Wahiawa colon- 
ists for the purchase of four hundred acres 
of sugar land. The Wahiawa colony is made 
up of California farmers who came here a 
few years ago to farm on a small scale and 
were given several thousand acres of land 
on this island. Recently their irrigation 
plant was completed and land hitherto use- 
less, is now made available for all sorts of 
cultivation. The colonists are themselves 
considering the advisability of undertaking 
the cultivation of sugar cane on this sec- 
tion of land which is said to be especially 
adapted for the purpose. 

B. F. O'Shaughnessy arrived here on the 
Alameda to take charge of vhe contracts foi 
the construction of the new irrigation plants 
on Makawali plantation. The surveys have 
already been made and actual work will be 
commenced within a short time. The con- 
tract will be a large one, comprising a 
considerable amount of tunneling and other 
engineering exploits besides the running of 
the ditches. The plantation was bonded 
some time since for this purpose and the 
contracts will be let immediately. Kaka. 



Mexico as a Competitive Sugar Pro- 
ducer« 

While Mexico to-day consumes more sugar 



than It produces, and at the same time pro- 
tects the producer by a tariff of 06.82 cents 
per pound, Mexican, it possesses such pecu- 
liar advantages over all other sugar-produc- 
ing countries as to enable* it to maintain a 
profitable existence under closest competi- 
tive conditions. The price paid for sugar at 
its respective mills to-day is about one cen*. 
a pouna higher man is paid for the same 
quality in the United States, and it will 
no doubt continue to command the same 
figure, until the stage of overproduction Is 
reached. In view of the great strides Mex- 
ico is making in every direction, gradually 
oringing into activity more and more of its 
many toilers, and at ever-increasing pay, 
well-informed sugar men predict it will be 
ten years before a foreign market needs tO 
be depended upon for the disposal of its sur- 
plus product. Nevertheless, the conserva- 
tive investor will naturally ask the ques- 
tion: What are Mexico's chances for profit- 
able subsistence in competition with every 
oiher sugar-producing country? 

A careful examination into the conditions 
under which sugar is manufactured from 
sugar cane in Louisiana, Texas, Hawaii, 
Cuba, Porto Rico and the West Indies, and 
from sugar beets in the United States, 
France, Germany, Russia and Austria, as 
compared with those of Mexico, discloses 
advantages in favor of Mexico, which are 
decidedly in the ascendant. Especially can 
this be predicted ot the rich lands of the 
States of Vera Cruz, Oaxaca and Chiapas 
(and these embrace the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec), whose luxuriant growth of cane 
yields the unprecedented tonnage of from 
50 to 90 tons per acre, two, three and four 
times the yield of the countries named. The 
juice extracted from this cane averages a 
density of from 9° to 10** Baume. 

xne American capitalist is becoming more 
cognizant of these marked advantages, and 
his investments in the sugar industry are 
correspondingly increasing. The day is not 
far distant when Mexico will be recognized 
as the greatest cane-sugar producer in the 
wor*... The reasons for this claim become 
apparent when It is taken into account that 
sugar can be manufactured in Mexico and 
marketed at much less cost than in any other 
sugar country. Aside from it, always hav- 
ing a larger home market than any other 
tropical country, as well as cheaper labor, 
there will be no necessity for irrigation 
(especially on the isthmus), because of the 
never-failing, abundant fall of rain. Then, 
too, no replanting will be required for ten 
or more years, which cannot be saia of the 
countries named, particularly Hawaii, Texas 
and Louisiana. Besides, its proximity and 
accessibility to the principal markets of the 
world are unexcelled. 

There is a very general feeling of unrest 
in the sugar world at the present time. 
France, Germany, ii^ustria and Russia are 
the great beet sugar producing countries, 
aggregating a crop of more than 6,000,000 
tons. This large output has been and iS 
stimulated by a system of government boun- 



ties which are sapping the financial status 
of these countries, and all of them are to- 
day casting about for some remedy that will 
give them a much-needed financial relief. 
The members of the American sugar trust 
see t_e day rapidly approaching when the 
cane-producing facilities of the tropical coun- 
tries are bound to be winning competitors as 
against the beet producers. Alreaay the so- 
called sugar trust in the United States is 
advocating the removal of the tariff on the 
raw sugar, well knowing that it will be able 
10 purchase the raw cane sugars of the 
tropics at such prices as to render it im- 
possible for the beet and cane sugar manu- 
facturers of America to profitably compete. 
The European countries referred to are fully 
realizing that an attempt to compete with 
the tropics would be futile, and accordingly 
have determined upon a conference for the 
purpose of considering a mutual curtail- 
ment of the beet sugar output, so as to be 
commensurate with the actual European 
consumption of sugar. 

The cane sugar manufacturers of Louis- 
iana and Texas and the beet sugar manu- 
facturers of California, Nebraska and Mich- 
igan are now trimming their sails for a 
strenuous opposition to the efforts of the 
trust in this respect The so-called agents 
of the trust are sending circulars broadcast 
to the effect that tne American people, by 
reason of the existence of the present tariff, 
are paying 184,000,000 more than they ought 
to pay for the sugar that is consumed by 
them, at the same time contending that with 
the tariff off there is a good chance for 
healthy competition among the American 
mabufacturers. The cane and beet sugar 
men of America, on the contrary, hold that 
this is an insincere contention, and that the 
real purpose of this claim on the part of the 
trust is profit, to the exclusion of the Amer- 
ican cane and beet growers. Says a promi- 
nent beet sugar manufacturer of Chicago: 
**The average cost of beets in Michigan is 
$5 a ton. The average cost of sugar in the 
rough beets is 2% cents a pound. The aver- 
age cost of extraction is 1% cents per pound, 
making the total cost iV4 cents a pound. The 
freight rates to the market are about three- 
eighths of a cent a pound, making the cost 
4% cents. It costs 3% cents a pound for the 
raw sugar in New York. The average price 
of refining is one-half cent a pound, making 
the cost when it reaches the Missouri Valley 
4% cents a pound. With the tariff on the 
two kinds of sugar cost the same, but when 
you take off the 1% cents a pound tariff, you 
can see that all taiK of competition is mere 
nonsense.'' 

It is now being conceded by the most ex- 
perienced cane sugar manufacturers that 
the present system of machinery used by 
them is more complicated and expensive 
than it should be in order to attain a com- 
plete competitive position as against the 
beet sugar manufacturers of the world; that 
there will be general need of producing sugar 
cane more scientifically and of manufactur- 
ing it into sugar more economically than it 
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is now done in most of the cane sugar-pro- 
ducing countries. The same economic in- 
genuity that is so generally employed hy 
American manufacturers in other directions 
must be called into requisition in connection 
with the sugar industry. Already great 
strides have been made. A late discovery 
by an American sugar manufacturer will go 
far toward the attainment of this object, 
and such companies as the Aztec Plantation 
Company, the Mexico Commercial Company, 
the San Miguel Plantation Company and 
others, availing themselves of this improve- 
ment, have purchased sugar mills for erec- 
tion in Mexico during this year; and these 
companies will thus be enabled to produce 
sugar, including the cost of the field and 
mill work, at an expense of from |1 to |1.26 
per ton of cane, as against $2.75 to |3 per 
ton in Louisiana. Texas, Hawaii and Cuba, 
and this difference saved can be said to 
represent the entire profit of the present 
day sugar-house in these countries. 

Cuba to-day is not making sugar at a 
profit, as can be seen from a sale of sugar 
that was lately made to the trust, at 2% 
cents per pound and shipped to New Orleans. 
It is generally maintained by the Cuban 
planters that this latter price is an unprofit- 
able one, and that a continuance of so low 
a price in the market would be destructive 
to their industry. Inasmuch as Cuba clearly 
will be Mexico's greatest competitor. It be- 
comes apparent, from what precedes, that 
Mexico's chances for profits are strikingly 
superior to those of Cuba, even If the pro- 
duct has to be sold at a price which is de- 
clared in other sections to be wholly unpro- 
fitable and destructive to the sugar industry. 
^—A Mexican Cane Grower, in Modem Mex- 
ico, 



Sucrose Losses in Queensland. 

In view of the recent drop in sugar values 
it is more than ever necessary to improve 
some of our methods of manufacture so as to 
recover a part of the difference between what 
is contained in. and obtained from, the cane. 
Mechanical losses have been reduced very 
considerably, but those due to our imperfect 
method of crystallizing the juices when they 
are in process of evaporation, are still very 
great. In fact it is doubtful whether any 
mill in Queensland obtains in the bagged 
sugars more than 88 per cent, of the actual 
sucrose contained in the cane, that is to say, 
the average of a season's work; and as it is 
admitted that the buiK of this *oss occurs be- 
tween the pans and sugar room, we have a 
clearly defined region for observation. 

About six years ago the method of sugar 
boiling known as doubling came into general 
use here because it was supposed to be better 
in every way than the older system of 
straight boiling, which may be described as 
the crystallization of each class of liquid and 
syrup separately, whereas doubling is mix- 
ing the liquor masse cuites with relatively 
impure syrup during the process of crystal- 
lization. Now although sugar of a higher 



strength is obtained by the new process this 
seems to be owing to the fact that less is ex- 
tracted proiwrtionally, for it is well known 
in the trade that quantity and quality are 
not obtainable quickly under ordinary cir- 
cumstances of pan work. One is always se- 
cured at the expense of the other. Sufficient 
time must be available at the pans in order 
to give proper cultivation to the crop of crys- 
tals in vacuo. Roughly speaking the system 
of sugar boiling is to maintain the consist- 
ency of the mass long enough at that point 
necessary for granulation 6f the crystalliz- 
able sugar, and also to maintain a quiet and 
regular circulation over the heating surfaces 
of the coils or other medium. So apparently 
the explanation of me phenomenon in refer- 
ence/to doubling is: the grain grows quicker 
and consequently dries better in the fugals, 
but does not absorb as much sucrose as that 
formed by straight boiling. There is a point 
in the former process at wnich the syrup re- 
fuses to deposit its sucrose on to the existing 
grain. It then eic^er "scatters" the old 
grain or forms what is known as false grain 
which prevents the subsequent curing of the 
masse cuite. At c-^s stage of the process, 
however, the best features of the two sys- 
tems might be advantageously adopted, es- 
pecially as there is now a patented German 
Invention for maintaining the circulation df 
straight boiled masse cuites which otherwise 
become sluggish without some sort of a me- 
chanical circulator. Against straight boil- 
ing of the syrups it is urged that they re- 
quire more time and attention than they do 
by doubling, hence the latter method is an 
expedient, adopted to save the first cost of 
more modem appliances, or the effects of in- 
experience on the pan stage. 

H. C. Prinson Geerings, the Java expert, in 
the last two issues of the International Sugar 
Journal, gives the results of a long series of 
experiments bearing on this subject, which 
are very instructive and seem to echo Dr. 
Maxwell's phrase tnat - "experimentation 
along new lines" is advisable in connection 
with the crystallization-in-movement prin- 
ciple. 

The clue for our sugar makers to follow up 
begins somewhere near the fact that the 
sugar crystal forms and grows into a shape 
and density peculiar to the composition of 
the solution in which it was born; conse- 
quently all attempts to create a different en- 
vironment (by doubling) during its subse- 
quent growth are rather empirical. But it 
does not follow that doubling must be alto- 
gether condemned because of certain defects 
at present existing in its application. What 
it requires is careful investigation and a 
union witth 43ome of those principles of 
straight boiling that we know give good re- 
sults. For instance, a 65 purity syrup fed 
into a masse cuite with big, hard crystals 
which were formed in an 88 purity liquor 
(i. e., a feature of doubling) results often in 
a waste of time, whereas the same quality 
liquor if grained "straight" and after "clos- 
ing," fed with low grade syrup gives an in- 
finitively better yield of sugar and so on 



through various other complications too nu- 
merous to mention. 

Every sugar boiler worthy of the name 
knows that there are many phenomena of 
the proof glass which need explanation, and 
is convinced of the necessity for more scien- 
tific light in the vicinity of the "pan stage. 
Unfortunately we still suffer from the obso- 
lete doctrine that sugar boiling is a purely 
mechanical operation, but what it is in many 
cases 18 no excuse for what it should be, and 
the belief in the mecnanical theory is often 
a direct impediment to proper investigation 
of manufacturing problems. Our sugar boil- 
ers should be encouraged in every possible 
way to enquire into, study, and watch every 
phenomenon of the proof glass, and our 
chemists should get away from the idea that 
there is anything derogatory in being prao 
tical sugar boilers. Then by the amal^amar 
tion of co-operation of these two branches, 
we would soon have some valuable data to 
guide us in place of the vague, hazy, and un- 
classified generalities we are compelled to 
fall back upon now. 

In following up well known every day 
methods it may be possible to effect improve- 
ment even in the absence of more scientific 
data, and as no one feels the necessity for 
"more light" on this subject, more than the 
writer, it is to be hoped that the following 
remarks will be accepted in the same spirit 
of enquiry that prompts this letter. 

When "building up" grain In vacuo experi- 
ence proves that it is always best not to close 
too suddenly. By closing is meant that pe- 
culiar action the crystals have of — apparent- 
ly — absorbing the surrounding liquor until 
they seem to impinge on, and almost ad- 
here to, one another. The best results are 
always obtained when the young grain is fed 
carefully and slowly until it closes without 
a second growth (not "false grain") and 
without undue concentration of the liquor or 
syrup that surrounds it. In good liquor. If 
insufficient grain is taken at the start, this 
closing process gives trouble because the 
false grain persists in forming before the 
masse cuite is in a "safe" condition. The 
same phenomenon also appears in the masse 
cuites of lower quality syrups when the 
"charge" is about three-quarters full, and as 
the pan is then too full to obliterate this ob- 
jection except by a copious drink of water, 
the resulting masse cuite remains difficult 
to dry and gives a low yield of sugar through 
the necessity to wash heaviiy in the baskets 
of the fugals. 

To obtain the advantage of straight boil- 
ing of the seconds me following plan an- 
swers well: Assuming that the pans are con- 
nected below the fioor the syrup is grained 
in one and built up Without any attempt to 
close it; then when the masse cuite rises too 
high in the first pan it is fiooded Into an- 
other after raising the vacuum to the same 
level as that in the first, and without stop- 
ping the feed or other boiling conditions. 
This enables the two portions to be more 
easily worked up into clean even masse 
cuite; but. this system could be improved by 
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the addition of a mechanical circulator in 
the pan similar to that used in the Orosse 
pans, whereby a regular circulation is ob- 
tained which keeps tne stuff from boiling 
"dead" and prevents the coils from becoming 
foul even at the moderate pressure of 10-lb. 
per square inch, a not infrequent occurrence 
with present appliances. A masse cuite pro- 
perly cooked remains quite "clean" during 
its closing and subsequent working, that is, 
the grain is distinct and regular, and has a 
peculiarly clear formation which seems to 
help it absorb the surrounding liquor to a 
much greater extent than it does after under- 
going the drastic treatment of washing out 
false grain, but if the closing is performed 
too suddenly, or too much "second growth" 
takes place before closing, or false grain ap- 
pears subsequently, no known treatment will 
restore the masse cuite to its original state. 
In all such cases, general observations Indi- 
cate a decidedly lower yield of sugar, and. 
many observers are inclined to the belief 
that the tendency of the resulting Jellies to 
ferment while cooling is increased. So bas- 
ing an argument on tnese. premises does it 
not appear reasonable to suppose that great 
possibilities are at hand if we simply absorb 
a little more of the spirit of modern re- 
search rather than adhere too rigiuiy to the 
opinions of the past generation. — C. G. 
Munro, In Sugar Journal. 



Trade Notes. 

Austin d Western Company, Limited — ^We 
publish herewith an illustration showing 
the celebrated Austin & Western reversible 
road machine making lateral ditches and the 



■Tew Era machine making an irrigating canal, 
rhese machines are manufactured by the 
Lustin & Western Company, Limited, of Chl- 
ago. and are noted for the excellence of 
heir construction and their economical and 
ffective work. On the plantations there is 
lu immense economy in using a machine of 



this character for ditch making purposes, 
and wherever it is possible to make the In- 
vestment our sugar planters should surely 
do so. The Austin & Western Company, Lim- 
ited, make quite a variety of different ma- 
chines and can fill all requirements and sup- 
ply the proper equipment for any particular 
kind of work. They should be addressed at 
Manhattan Building, Chicago, 111. 

Arthur Koppel — The Planter is in receipt 
of an interesting little book gotten out by 
Mr. Arthur Koppel, of 66-68 Broad street, 
New York, whose advertisement we carry 
regularly. The front cover of the book 
would attract attention anywhere. It de- 
picts an old shoe wltn a number of elves 
or gnomes who are carrying to It shoes and 
dies. As gnomes are always associated with 
underground work and mining the idea is 
an appropriate one and Mr. Koppel has 
succeeded in making his cover design so 
unique that the attention Is at once arrested 
and a desire to look at the succeeding pages 
Is Inculcated. Inside the book there are 
a number of cuts showing the shoes and 
dies manufactured by Mr. Koppel as well 
as the mining cars, switches, portable track, 
turn tables, etc., for which he Is so widely 
celebrated and which are In use all over 
the world. Mr. Koppel Is an extremely large 
manufacturer of sugar cane cars and has 
done a great deal of business In this line 
with sugar planters in many different coun- 
tries. 



Washington, D. C, and 40 hours to New 
YorK. City Ticket Oflace, 704 Common street 
(next to ladles' entrance St. Charles Hotel). 

C. M. McMillan, Asst. Ticket Agt 

M. R. POWERS, D. P. A. 

J. C. ANDREWS, Southwestern Pass. 
Agent. ♦ 



Southern Railway. 

The Southern Railway Is the great Trunk 



Line between New Orleans and Washing- 
ton, D. C, Baltimore, Phlla^^elphla and New 
\ork, with double daily vestibule Trains, 
Observation, Library and luxurious Dining 
Cars. 

Large and elegant Puhmans from New 
Orleans through to Washington and New 
York without change. Only 34 hours to 



Abolition of the Sugar Bounties and 
Immediate Effect on British Refin- 
eries. 

Of what little sugar refining business Is 
left to this country Liverpool Is now at the 
head. There are eight refineries of any im- 
portance in Britain; Liverpool has four, and 
London and Greenock have two each — a pa- 
thetic remnant of a great trade. One of 
the chief authorities In the sugar Industry 
in Liverpool Is Mr. Slgmund Stein, and with 
him a Pali Mall Gazette correspondent has 
had a brief interview as to the effect of the 
agreement signed at Brussels. 

"The immediate effect," said Mr. Stein, 
"will be disastrous. The bounties are not 
to be abolished till September, 1903. Now, 
what will happen in the meantime is that 
this country will be swamped with bounty- 
fed sugar. At present there is a surplus 
stock on the Continent, estimateu at 1,200,- 
OOQ tons. All this, and the sugar produced 
between now and September 1, 1903, will bo 
thrown on to ine English market During 
the present year one can calculate that the 
foreign refiner will import into Great Brit- 
ain 200,000 tons above the actual rate of 
consumption, and as much more as he can 
manage to manufacture. During the next 
few weeks you will certainly see the im- 
ports mount up to four or five times the 
average amount. The cheap money is In 
favor of the foreign importer, for he will 
have no difficulty about keeping the sugar 
in store on this side. We have heard a good 
deal about the beet-growers reducing tiieir 
sowings, but we shall hear no more of it 
now till the bounties are abolished in fact, 
and not merely In principle. For the next 
crop, on the contrary, the sowing will be in- 
creased, and no one can blame beet-growers 
for it. 

"In fixing so long a period," said Mr. 
Stein, "before the bounties are aboUshea, I 
think, looking at it from the point of view 
of the British refiner, a great mistake has 
been made. It practically means that neith- 
er for us nor for the West Indian will there 
be any trade whatever for eignteen months, 
and I should not be surprised If for eight 
or nine of these months the Engllsu refiner 
will have to close his factories. The loss 
you can easily realize. 

"But when the storm is over," Mr. Stein 
went on, "I look for a period of prosperity 
for the British refiner and the West Indian. 
Factories will soon begin to open again; In 
fact, I have heard of preparations In that 
direction already. Britain Is the greatest 
sugar consumer In the world, and I believe 
ii will become the greatest sugar producer. 
Then I look to see a new field opened for 
the agriculturist in the way of beet growing. 
In the past the farmer has had no encour- 
agement to grow beet, for it could not by 
any means pay him. The experiments I 
have made over a considerable period now 
show that beet can be grown with success 
in this country. There is plenty of room for 
the West Indian planter and the beet-grower 
at home, for the consumption is always on 
the Increase. Altogether, when the present 
Interregnum has passed, I hope to see a re- 
turn of great prosperity to the British re- 
finer." 
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nichigao. 

(SPECIAL. COBBE8PONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The German- American Co-Operatlve Su- 
gar Company, West Bay City, seems to be 
pretty well decided not to let the contract for 
rebuilding their factory to a contractor, but 
do It themselves under the supervision of 
a sugar engineer, namely Mr. Jos. Cohn, 
superintendent of the Michigan Chemical 
Works. I talked with representatives of 
several construction companies, which place 
the cost of rebuilding from $35,000 to $65,- 
000, from which one must conclude that 
the factory Is equipped with poor machin- 
ery. I had the opportunity to walk through 
the factory a short time ago, when visiting 
the sugar factories of the Saginaw valley, 
and there are certainly proofs of very poor 
designing, not only showing inexperience 
in the beet sugar line, but in general en- 
gineering as well. 

The building Itself is not quite finished, 
and there are no beet sheds, as the sugar 
company pitted the beets, however, unsuc- 
ceesiully. They will adopt the American 
system of delivering beets, and abandon 
above system which was tried again on the 
recommendation of an Austrian sugar ex- 
pert who claims that it Is used successfully 
in the old country. It was a failure here; 
the beets became overheated in December 
and January, before the factory started and 
were so bad later on that they could not be 
worked at all, resulting in a loss of a little 
over 7,000 tons. The loss would have been 
considerably smaller if the factory had run 
well, but it met less than hali its capacity, 
which was placed at 400 tons. 

The stockholders, most of them German 
farmers, were by no means discouraged by 
this experience, but have full confidence In 
the enterprise which is shown by the fact 
that the necessary money for repairs has 
been raised amongst themselves by paying 
in casiA for the stock, which was contracted 
for. In beets. The management feels confi- 
dent that their trouble wlli be ended so 
soon as the factory has been overhauled. 

The West Bay City Sugar Company is 
working up their 3rd product, which Is 
stored In their tankhouse, containing stor- 
age capacity for 200,000 gallons. The sugar 
obtained looks very well, and the manage- 
ment contemplates the buying of the raw 
sugar, the German-American Company has 
on hand and refining It. So far the refining 
of raw sugar In beet sugar factories in 
Michigan has been unsuccessful. It was 
tried by the Kalamazoo Sugar Company In 
1900 and by the Detroit Sugar Company in 
1901. The company Is also arranging their 
pulp conveyor, in order to get room for the 
pulp for another campaign, at which time 
It hopes that there will be a successful pulp 
drier on the market and thus do away with 
this nuisance and the complaints about 
smell from people living around the factory. 



The Bay City factory intended to build a 
drier, a duplicate of the drier put in by the 
drier, a duplicate of the drier put in at Alma, 
Mich.; the company which was to put it in, 
however, did not accept the contract as the 
time for completion was too short. The 
drier at Alma was finished so late that it 
has been only about a week in operation, 
but evidently Is a success. The same was 
designed by Buettner & Meyer In Germany, 
who built several hundred In Europe. 
The Bay City Sugar Company will not do 
anything In Its plant except the regular re- 
pairs; the same with the Michigan com- 
pany. They will, however, install a new 
gas pump, and thus avoid the trouble In 
this respect, which they had during the last 
campaign. 

The Valley Sugar Company's plant in 
Carrollton, a village between Saginaw and 
Bay City, Is pushed right along. l*he steel 
work is finished, the quadruple effect is in 
place, also the diffusion battery, crystall- 
Izers, carbonatlon tanks, etc., and consider- 
able piping has been done. Five boilers 
(bcotch) are also in place and this factory 
undoubtedly will be ready for the beets, the 
first one in Michigan which has been on 
time so far. 

The Sebewaing sugar factory's steel struc- 
ture will be finished in about a week, al- 
though two more weeks will be needed then 
to finish the lime kiln house, warehouse 
and boiler house. A good deal of maculnery, 
a diffusion battery, quadruple effect, car- 
bonatlon and sulphltatlon tanks, pumps, en- 
gines, crjrstallizers, are on the ground, but 
nothing has been placed yet. The water 
supply pipe from the lake to the main build- 
ing, a distance of about 3,000 feet, has been 
laid and the beet sheds have been also 
started. The engineer in charge of the erec- 
tion feels pretty confident that he will have 
the factory completed in time. 

WOLVEUNS. 



Beet 5ui:ar Notes. 

Fifty farmers in Sedgewick county, Kans., 
have planted a small portion of their land in 
sugar beets, having been induced to do so 
by some energetic citizens of Wichita who 
are anxious to see a beet sugar factory in 
that locality. Thorough instructions have 
been given to these farmers and the seed 
was furnished by the Wichita Chamber of 
Commerce. A committee. composed of 12 of 
these beet raisers will be sent to the Rocky 
Ford factory in Colorado at the expense of 
the Chamber of Commerce next October to 
witness the harvesting of the beets and their 
manufacture into sugar. 

There are 13 beet sugar factories in Mich- 
igan, the average capital stock of each be- 
ing $388,462. Ten of them were In operation 
In the season of 1900 and 1901 and they paid 
an average price of $5.05% per ton for the 
beets which they used. It Is computed that 
the cost of growing beets in Michigan is 
about $33.00 per acre. 

Manistee, Mich., hopes to get a sugar fac- 
tory In the near future which will cost $750,- 
000. It will be a 600 ton plant and will put 
Into circulation annually from $600,000 to 
$700,000 among people in the vicinity. Over 
60,000 tons of beets will be required to keep 



this plant busy and it is to be hoped tliat 
this amount can be secured and that the 
Manistee people will get their factory. 

The campaign at the Oxnard factory is 
expected to open about the first of August 
A large plant for the puritication of the 
water used In the factory Is being Installed 
and there Is considerable activity around 
the big plant at the present time, some out- 
side construction work being done and neces- 
sary overhauling attended to. 

The Indianapolis News has sent a number 
of packages of beet seed to the farmers in 
Indiana who have volunteered to give some 
of their land and labor to an experiment 
in beet raising. From month to month 
through the season the farmers will make 
reports concerning their beet crops and the 
paper Is to be complimented on its enter- 
prise in trying to promote the beet sugar In- 
dustry In the state of Indiana and good re- 
sults will undoubtedly accrue. 

Quite a large acreage ot sugar beets is 
being planted in the vicinity of Oconto, 
Wis. Some years ago the vicinity of Ocon- 
to won the distinction of raising the sweet- 
est sugar beets in the state, on an experi- 
ment conducted by the Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Negotiations are going on for the erec- 
tion of a $600,000 beet sugar factory at 
Brantford, Ontario, -Canada. The Canadian 
government is conducting experiments with 
the help of the farmers to see what kind of 
sugar beets can be raised in tnat territory. 

Menominee, Mich., hopes to imitate its 
namesake In Wisconsin and to necure a beet 
sugar factory. Its citizens have been study- 
ing the financial returns to oe had from a 
beet sugar plant and the outlook at the pres- 
ent time is favorable for the success of their 
project. They are being backed up in their 
efforts by what is known as Schub's Dis- 
count inirchasing Association, an organiza- 
tion composed of merchants throughout a 
number of states, the association being de- 
sirous of erecting quite a number of beet 
sugar factories In different localities. 

Douglas county. Wis., Is in line for a beet 
sugar plant, the movement being in charge 
of Mr. P. S. Stratton, who is a man of great 
energy and who is expected to put the 
scheme through. Efforts to grow the neces- 
sary beets will be made by the farmers and 
the location of the plant will probably be at 
the town of Superior. 

The general manager of the Continental 
Sugar Company, of Freemont, O., Mr. A. L. 
Van Alstjme, says that the prospects are 
splendid for the beet crop in that locality 
this year. There is a very large acreage, larg- 
er than ever before, though 'still not quite 
enough to tax the full capacity of the fac- 
tory, altogether the outlook is reported by 
Manager Van Alstyne as bright and en- 
couraging. 

Colorado expects to have a material addi- 
tion to her population composed of thrifty 
Russians who are coming In steadily in- 
creasing quantities to work in the beet su- 
gar fields. The Colorado people are anxions 
to get Germans and Russians for this woric 
though they greatly prefer the Germans 
whom they think will make better citizens 
than the Russians. Germans seem to make 
a desirable addition to the population every- 
where. 

New Windsor, Colo., is now making active 
efforts to get a beet sugar factory. It is 
said that the Union Pacafic will build a 
branch to Windsor if a beet sugar factory Is 
erected in that town. Fifteen hundred acres 
were immediately pledged by farmers for 
the growing of sugar beets and 2,500 tQOTe 
are desired. 

Schub's Discount Purchasing Association, 
mentioned in a previous paragrs^h has writ- 
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ten to the Herald of Chippewa Falls, Wis., 
inquiring whether the people of Chippewa 
Falls would probably be interested in the 
establishment of a beet sugar factory at that 
point. A quantity of seed will also be 
brought to Chippewa Falls so that the farm- 
ers can cultivate some land in sugar beets 
and learn how they are raised It is be- 
lieved that a factory can be assured for 
Chippewa Falls if the experiments in beet 
culture prove to be successful. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Wichita, 
Kans., is going to have a beet field of its 
own. A half acre of ground west of River- 
side park, within the corporation limits, is 
to be planted in sugar beets and attended 
to by an expert This plot of ground will 
serve as a model for the farmers in the vicin- 
ity who will see from the methods pursued 
there the best way in which to raise sugar 
beets in order to get the best results. 

The Nebraska Experiment Station has 
conducted a test embracing 27 varieties of 
b£et seeds and it has been found that the 
original Klein Wanzlebener was found to 
occupy the first place in the test; light soils 
produced a higher sugar content than heavy 
soils and phosphate fertilizers seemed to 
be the best. Four to five inch cultivation 
was found to be preferable to six inch or 
two and three inch cultivation. The ex- 
perience in this test demonstrated that the 
sugar beets were able to resist drought bet- 
ter than any other crop except alfalfa. 



Fuel Oil Burning. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There appeared in the Times-Democrat, of 
June 2nd, a criticism of my article on fuel 
oil burning which appeared in your journal 
of May 31st and which criticism was evi- 
dently written by a gentleman interested 
in oil burners with short-barrel and tuyere 
appendage. I will endeavor to reply to this 
through your paper where the discussion be- 
longs and will preface by asking that you 
will so correct the weight per gallon of fuel 
oil given in that article that it will read 
7 pounds, 2 ounces instead of 7,162 ounces. 
It would have been more acceptable to all 
who are seeking light on this interesting 
subject had we been treated to a carefully 
prepared explanation of what is right in- 
stead of a criticism of what is alleged to be 
wrong. "Allahassett" would state that it 
was his intention to give to the readers of 
the LiOUisiANA Planter, who are seeking 
such information, a plain, common sense 
explanation of such phenomena of fuel oil 
burning as had come within the range of 
his observation and experience, without the 
labyrinth of technicalities with which a com- 
paratively simple problem is sought to be 
surrounded. 

The "atomizers" were called "burners" be- 
cause this is much more common and sounds 
much less ponderous and it is repeated that 
the best results observed, other things be- 
ing equal, were from those "atomizers" in 
which the steam and oil travel farthest to- 
gether, and for the reason that there is 
thereby a better opportunity for the com- 



bination of the two, and less liability for 
the oil to issue as a stream or in large 
"pebbles" of oil, both of which are a serious 
detriment to the proper and unely divided 
spraying of the oil. 

The condensation of the steam under these 
conditions is sufficiently prevented by suit- 
ably heating the oil and superheating the 
steam. The shorter the "atomizer" the 
greater the roar under equal conditions. In 
the matter of valve discs it is a fact that 
rigid discs (improperly called) but really 
being needle pointed plugs made In one 
piece with the valve stem, can and do work 
admirably, and that the steam and oil ad- 
mission valves should form no part of the 
"atomizer" for the same mechanical reasons 
that steam pump makers do not make the 
steam stop valves as a part of the machine 
and the particular one of these reasons is 
that a valve being a wearing part and cap- 
able of derangement, should be of such 
adaptation that a new one could be sub- 
stituted without interfering with the body 
of the machine. Setting the "atomizers" 
solidly in masonry will not affect the opera- 
tion of the admission valves; these are af- 
fected only by the velocity and character 
of the substance passing through them. It 
has also been discovered that cumbersome 
cast iron tuyeres are not an indispensable ad- 
junct to a successful oil burning plant. Af- 
ter wrestling with pumps for about thirty 
years "Allahaesett" is close on to the con- 
clusion that the requirements in pumps for 
pumping different liquids do not differ ma- 
terially except in the respect with which 
various liquids and gases attack certain 
metals and the density and viscosity of the 
liquids, and it is certain that there are now 
hundreds of small pumps in the sugar dis- 
trict which have been struggling with heavy 
molasses for years which would consider it a 
"cinch" to handle fuel oil which would lubri- 
cate its own way. As to its temperature I 
would inform the gentleman that I have 
held this temperature up to 180 degrees 
Fahrenheit for considerable periods with 
no perceptible effect except an improvement 
in its combustion, and that at Corsicana, 
Texas, they have great fires under large 
tanks of the crude oil. 

In regard to the means of oil heating, 
close observation of combined pumps and 
oil heaters has failed to find a case where 
this heater, as usually made, would even 
heat the oil to the very moderate degree re- 
quired. I noticed one of these particularly 
in January last which had a heater of regula- 
tion size and type and the oil entered the 
pump at fifty-five degrees and left the heat- 
er at about 60 degrees. 

As previously stated the exhaust resulting 
from so slight duty is simply not sufficient 
for proper heating of the oil and if supple- 
mented by live steam and the heater is far 
from the "atomizers" the heat will be largely 
if not all lost before its arrival at the burn- 
ing place. 

All pipe fitters and engineers know that 



perfect threads on pipe and in fittings will 
hold any liquid at any pressure, within the 
limit of their strength, except so far as 
chemical action is concerned. In oil pumps 
we are told that they "have tried many 
and found some which will not work." This 
is a common occurrence the world over and 
with all liquids; it is sometimes the fault 
of the pump, sometimes the conditions, and 
some times the "man behind the pump." 

"An oil pump must have plenty of room 
to take care of the gases," we are told. There 
are only two points in which "plenty of 
room" cuts any figure with pumps— first, 
cylinder room, which means a larger pump 
If more is wanted, and therefore a larger 
cylinder; second, more valve and passage 
area, and these are fixed by the makers of 
the pumps. 

Roominess in the above respects is most 
necessary for heavy liquids or semi-liquids 
and for air pumping at low pressures, as 
in vacuum pan service. It is safe to say 
that any reputable pump maker would guar- 
antee his pumps to handle fuel oil precisely 
in proportion to their size, and from the best 
information at hand it appears that there 
is more myth than meat in the special oil 
pump fad. 

The furnace construction described by 
"Allahassett" has a good result record to 
justify its propriety. In regard to the ad- 
mission of cold air instead of warm I would 
say that the most open front furnaces that 
I have ever seen and therefore the greatest 
admission of cold air, were at Corsicana, 
Texas, in several of their plants and that 
the "rapid expansion of cold air" in these 
extreme cases did not cause "thousands of 
little explosions," or at least perceptible 
ones, and that the furnaces were much 
more regular in their behavior than most of 
those I have seen with elaborate hot air 
appliances. 

Having never discovered positively any- 
thing for or against the scheme of so-called 
purification of the oil rendering it "limpid 
and pure" and at a maximum "calorific 
value" the subject was not touched on by 
me and is not by many who are successfully 
burning fuel oil. The problem of ridding 
the oil of particles of foreign matter which 
would obstruct the "atomizers" is a simple 
mechanical one and would suggest its own 
means of accomplishment to any one cap- 
able of putting up the piping and it should 
be strained with a fine strainer between the 
source of supply and the pumps and between 
the pumps and furnaces. 

In conclusion "AUahassett" agrees with 
his critic that special skill and intelligence 
when properly applied are more profitable 
and satisfactory to all concerned. 

Yet the Louisiana planting fraternity 
have suffered so frequently and grievously 
at the hands of the "blue print brigade" 
that they a^e naturally bent on getting all 
the information possible in regard to a mat- 
ter of such prime importance as their fuel 
problem. Allahassett. 
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SUGAR. 

Open Kettle. 



O. K . Ceninf ugal 

Choice 

Strict Prime .. 

Prime 

Fully Fair .... 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 



Centrifugal. 

Plant'a Granul'ed 
Off Granulated. 
Choice White.. 

Off White 

Grey White.... 
Choice Yellow.. 
Prime Yellow . 

Off Yellow 

Seconds 

Fancy YC 



MOLASSES 

Open Kettle. 

O. E. Centrifugal 
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Cheice 

Strict Prime... 
Good Prime.... 

Prime... 

Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common. 

Common 

Inferior 
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Fancy 
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Strict Prime 

Good Prime 

Prime < 

GkK>d Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 

Common 

Inferior 

SYRUP. 



May 31. 
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Tone of Market at 
Closing of Week. 



Steady 



Steady 



Steady 
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London: 
















tions. 
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88. l>|(d. 
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NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



34 95 
(§4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 
@ - 



@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 56 

® - 



a4 95 
@4 96 
@4 60 
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@ - 



@4 95 
(i4 95 
@4 60 
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@4 95 
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@4 95 
@4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 

@ - 



@5 75 
S5 75 
@5 45 
$5 40 

a - 



Net. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to May 28 Tons 146,118 

At four ports of Great Britain to May 24 " 212,060 

At Cuba, six ports to May 27 > ** 444,500 



fteceipts and aaiea |at ;New Orleans for the week ending 
June 6, 190J. 
' Sugar » Siolntfsetf 

Hhds« Barrels. Barrels 

R^oeired — 7,006 2,064 

Sold — 7,006 2,064 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September 1, 1901, 
to June 6, 190a. 

Hhds. ^Barrels. ' Barrels. 

ReeeiTsd 3370 1,733,849 304,24S 

Sold.. 8370 1,676,303 904,142 

5628 1,846,338 177.540 
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RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Hoc duras . . . . 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings... 
No. 2 

Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 

Bran, per ton.... 

Polish, per ton... 

Receipts 



MaySL 



2 25@3 25 
2.25(^4 00 



2^(g3 
2 (s2h 

m@2 



6 @b}i 

1%@2 
17 60@18 00 
22 50@28 00 



Jane 2. 



2 25;i3 25 
2 25vs4 00 



3^(a3% 

2 (a2^ 
1K(«2 

6 @5^ 

I ®i^ 

2 (a2^ 

17 50@18 00 
22 50@23 00 



Jane 8. 



2 25^3 25 
2 25@4 00 



8>^^3% 
2^(&3 
2 ^2^ 
1%@2 

6 @53^ 

2 ^2^ 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50^23 00 



Jane 4. 



2 25^3 00 
2 25(i4 00 



3>f{@3% 
2>&(g3 
2 (ff2« 
1%@2 



5 @5% 
3 @4^ 
2 ^2^ 
1%®2 

17 50(918 00 

22 60(823 00 



Jane f . 



2 25^3 00 
2 25@4 00 



3«(§3% 
2>%(g3 

2 (^2^ 
l%(^2 

5 .^53i 

3 @4>^ 
2 (a2% 
1%@2 

17 50(318 00 

22 50(823 00 



JuneO 



2 25^3 00 
2 25(84 00 



3>i@37i 
2>^@3 
2 ^2^ 
l%.g2 



5 %bX 
3 (84M 
2 C#2Ji 
1K@2 

17 50@i8 00 

22 6)@23 00 



Same Day Last 
\ear 



Nominal 



- @ - 



4>i@6 
Nominal 



Nominal 
13 G0@14 00 
19 00(820 00 



Tone of Market at 
Cloee ot Week 



Japan— Fair demand; 
light offering 
Hondaras— 'air 
demand; light offering 



Japan— Active and 
higher. 



Honduras— Aotlye and 
higher. 



aad sales at. H» 
Juie 



Received. 
Sold 



w Orleans for the week eiullBg 
6, I9e9. 

Sacks RouoH. Pcrs Clban. 

2,054 12,765 

2,589 1,699 



Receipts at New Orleans frooi Aug. i, 1901 to June 6. 190a. 
compared with last year, sane tlaie. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clbam 

This Year 1,048,721 360,159 

Last Year 831,813 2l0,fc56 



Susar. 

The local sugar market was steady at the 
end of the week but the receipts from the 
country were very light and consequently 
there was only a small business reported. 
All offerings were taken up. 

Molasses. 

Molasses was steady at the end of the week 
but the movement was light and business 
quiet 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was steady at the 
end of the week with a tendency towards 
better prices. Clean rice was in active de- 
mand but the offerings were very much re- 
stricted. 



sugar is concerned, there has been a rather 
better demand for crystallized, owing to the 
assistance of outside support, and prices are 
steady, holders declining to accept lower 
rates; but West Indian Muscovado sugar 
continues dull of sale, and is only saleable 
at a decline of fully 6d per cwt The imports 
of crystallized raws to- London for the week 
ending 15th inst amounted to 1,833 tons, 
and for this year to 21,460 tons against 22,- 
618 tons in 1901,— Produce Market Review, 
May 17. 



Sugar in London, 

A continuance of cold and inclement 
weather on the continent has produced a 
slightly better feeling in the speculative 
beet market, but on the otner hand the 
German fabricants' estimate of the beet 
sowings was unfavorably received, and the 
tone has since become dull. A decline in 
values in the American markets has not 
helped matters either, so that at the moment 
it is difficult to discover any favorable 
features. The visible supplies with the 
latest official figures obtainable certainly 
show a considerable reduction, but not to 
the same extent as in 1901; and it is to be 
feared that up to the present time the con- 
sumption has not responded to the wonder- 
ful bonded cheapness of sugar, the prob- 
ability being that until the retailer's stocks 
bought previously to the Budget are worked 
off, there will be no general reduction in 
the prices to the public. The demand here 
Just now both for cane and beet is much 
below the average, and this is intensified by 
the Interruption of Whitsuntide, and up to 
the present time the presence of extremely 
ungenial weather. So far as grocery cane 



Talmai^a on tlie Rice Market. 

The market displayed notning of especial 
interest during the four days which con- 
stituted the present week, unless perchance, 
the fact that in the abbreviated period the 
sales footed up equal the preceding full week. 
It might be argued by this, that the demand 
is on the increase, and yet another view 
from those of less optimistic temperament, 
might make out that it meant simply provi- 
sion regarding requirements, simply order- 
ing ahead so as to avoid possible delays be- 
cause of interrupting holidays. The demand 
in the main, holds to Japan and as a re- 
sult, prices have been fractionally advanced 
with tendency further upward. Carolina and 
Honduras sorts— except in the fancy grades 
— as previously noted — are quite out of 
range in comparison with Japan, but being 
in mofe limited supply likely to be main- 
tained about at present figures. 

Larger buyers exhibit more lively inter- 
est by liberal purchases, but taking the trade 
as an entirety, there is manifest conserva- 
tism; even though orders be smaller, this 
feature is not without its compensations, as 
it contains an assurance of steady demand 
throughout the weeks to come. 

Advices from the South note steady de- 
mand at all points. The movement for the 
month fell short of the preceding one; still, 
was of phenomenal proportions. The home 
product now controls the situation — ^primal 



points are assured of a large and continu- 
ous business. In no previous season has 
New Orleans and the Southwest been so 
well equipped in the matter of stock; here- 
tofore the crop by this time has been milled 
out, but this year many of the mills which 
suspended operations at an earlier period, 
are now starting up and giving to the market 
a desirable assortment of fresh-milled offer- 
ings. 

Cables and correspondence from abroad 
indicate a little better feeling because of 
enlarged movement in the far East Bur- 
mah, in ^ite of an ever-increasing produo- 
tion, finds its way into consumption at stead- 
ily appreciating average in values. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, 
rough, 1,397.460 sacks; last year, 1,025,295 
sacks. Sales, cleaned (est) 1,195,510 
pockets; last year, 871,875 pockets. Steady 
demand at full former values. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, 48,680 
barrels. Sales, 42,850 barrels. Good inquiry 
within former range. 



Personal. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, the Assumption parish 
sugar planter, was at the St. Charles hotel 
on Thursday. Mr. Barton owns and oper- 
ates the Magnolia plantation which is a 
splendid piece of sugar property. 

Dr. H. J. Sanders, of Bayou Teche, was 
among the recent visitors to the city. "Dr. 
Sanders is considered by many to be the 
ablest and best posted sugar planter in the 
state of Louisiana. He made his headquar- 
ters while in the city at one of our leading 
hotels. 

Mr. W. S. Penick, Jr., of Shreveport La., 
was among the recent guests of the Oes- 
mopolitan hotel. Mr. Penick is in the su- 
gar and molasses business and enjoys a 
wide acquaintance among our sugar plant- 
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WANTS. 



We wUI puMlth In tMs colnaui. frae of clMrg* 
further notloe, the appllcatioiM ol all ouuMcert, ever- 
leere. engineere end sMgar-ouikeri, and othere who 
oMiy be eeeklng poeltloiM In the oocmtry, and aleo the 
wants of planters desiring to eanrtoy any of these. 



WANTED— Good marhlnist wbo Is slso a good pomp 
man. Address with reterenoes L. A. Ellis, sartartla, 
Texas. 6-8,02 



WANTED— One flrst-class time keeper, two weigh- 
ers, two filter press men and one head ciarlfler man. 
Apply to Lafatetti »uoar Rrpinino Co., Lafayette, 
La. 6-4-02 

WANTED— A position as assistant engineer to do re- 
paint and take off orop in Louisiana. Address Hbnrt, 
oare this offloe. 6 8-02 

WANTED— Boarding house keeper. Apply by matl 
to CiNCLARB Central Factory, Cloclare, la. 



WANTED Por Porto Rloo, two first-class oentrl- 
fagal men, state age, natlonalitr* salaiy, refen^noea 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 619 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank balldlng. New Orleans La. 



WANTED — Poeition by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 80 years old; 6 years* experience 
In designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
bouses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence immediately. Address C. M., care Chas. 
UUBBNSB, 804 B. 70th St., New York. 4.24-02 

WANTED — A position by a first-class electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
goTernmenC. Address F. Sintbs, Care Louislaka 
Planter, 339 Carondelct St., New Orleans, La. 



WANTED- Man thoroughly familiar with cultivation 
of cane and manufacturing of suirar to take charge of a 
Mexican plantation. Address with all partlr^nlars W. 
C. DOAK, 20 South 6th Street, Terre Haute, Ind. 

WANTED— Position ty Al sugar boiler, 16 years ex- 
perience in Louisiana, best references. Address J. C. 
Hbtk, m East 85th Street, New York. 6-6 02 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or chemist in 
Mexico, Central America, Cuba, West Indies or else- 
where. Address 819, care LouisiAHA Planter. 6-6-02 

WANTED — Position by a sugar boiler of 7 t 
years' experience in Louisiana. Good references. ' 
Address A. J. S.. Houma, La. 



WANTED — Analytical chemist. Ph.D., 29 years 
old. at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes In this 
line, desires position in the United SUtea. Best 
references. Address Posbm* Care this paper. 

4-21-02 



WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 

Eerienced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
as served in Cuba. Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. Is 
ooerf for engagement now. Address Erneht Vok 
RDNGE. 324 Rrver St., Uoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 



WANTED — A position to take charge of Deming 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or anywhere else; ex- 
perienced man : good references. Address B. W. 
MoisB, 127 Carondelet street, New Orleans. 

5-17-02 

WANTED— Position for the ooming grinding as as- 
sistant engineer or water tender. Also to keep repair 
during the summer months. Address G. H. Dicks, 
1116 Piety 8t, New Orleans, Ia. 6-16-08. 



WANTED— A good blacksmith at Ayooa plantation 
near Morgan City, La., Wage* $1.60, per day. No 
board. Address J.N. phaer, Berwick, La. 



WANTED— Sltaatlon by a first class sugar maker 
for the coming s-ason. Best references giyen. Apply 
JNO. W. Sbktillb, 1016 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 



WANTED— A position to take charge of Deming 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or any where else. Ex- 

S>rienced man. Good references. Address E. W. 
OI8B, 127 Carondelet St., New Orieans La. 6-17 02 



WANTED— A position by a chemist experienced in 
sugar hon<(e and general agricultural analysis. Best 
of references. Address Bbicb E. Hammbrs. aear- 
water, Kans. 6-20-02 



WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position in sugar 
refinery, wagon or plow works, or in railroad shop; is 
fRmiliar with all kinds of machinery : is a self-hardening 
steel worker. Write William L. Farrbll, 986 Thalia 
street. New Orleans, La. 



WAN FED— A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelye years' experienoe. Can furnish yery good 
references. Willing to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawaiian Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, ^i Piety street. New Orleans. 



WANBED — A blacksmith expertenoed in laying 
plows, repairing oultlyatore and general plantation 
work. Aoply to Stanton Plantation, SUtlon A, New 
Orleans. La. i-7-02 



WANTED— Position by a voung man on sugar plan- 
tation as book keeper or timekeeper. ^~~ ' '"*" 



best of references. Address ''H. 
New Orleans, La. 



Can fhmish 
tKFl Ursulines Aye 



WANTED— Situation by a first-class sugar house en- 
gineer and maohlhist. Haye had charge of seme of the 
largest places in the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $3. SO per day, plantation hours, and guarantee 
satisfaction. Can furnish gilt edge references. Ad- 
dress Chief Enginbbr,, 924 Amelia St., NewOrleana, 
La. 6-6-02 



WANTED— By first-class sugir boiler, a oron for 
coming season haye bdUed in large refineries, can fur- 
nish best of references. Address L. Pbrret, Edgard 
P. O. La. 



WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad track 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress E. W. MANSinr, 036 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— Position by experienced track man, quali- 
fied In ditching, leyee balldlng and general construe- 
tlon work. Address P. J Spaffard, Box 84, White 
castle, La. 4-26-02. 



WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who Is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to oyerhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery bal-ince of year. Address Hardworker, care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
ofllce or store, by an all around man of experienoe 
and ability, with be^t references. Address B. M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texaa. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who can 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished it required. Addr sa J^o. B. Cald- 
well, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texaa. 



WANTED — A position as sugar bollM' for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest eautea 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address a A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 



WANTED — Position by an experienced Tacnnm 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A Ne. 1 references. 
AddreM J. D., BOX 43, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotlye enri- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
yery best of references. Address B. P. O.. ©are 
Louisiana Pi.anteb.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultiyator and up-to-date sugar boose man; 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico: good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith, 729 Customhouse 
street. New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 



WANTED— By engineer with 10 years' experi- 
ence in sugar house, position for repairs and com- 
ing crop. Address Satisfaction* csre this ofllce. 

• 4-5-02 



WANTED — A thoroughly reliable young man. 
aged 25, would locate Sooth. Haye been trained 
thoroughly In an Iron manofactoring business in 
nil its yarions departments ; capable of ofllce man- 
agement; familiar with modem mannfacturlng 
methods and system and at present connected 
with a large New Tork engineering and manufac- 
turing concern. Best of references as to ability, 
reliability, furnished. Address "ADyANCBMBNT/* 
core Pt^antsb. 4-6-02 



WANTED — A position as assistant oyerseer er 
timekeeper on sugar plantation, by a sober. Indus- 
trious and reliable young man; seyen years* ex- 
perience and best of references. Address A. L., 
core of The Chief, Donaldsenyille, La. , .^ ^. 

4-10-02 



WANTED— A theoretioal and partioal sugar englnee 
chemist and sugar boder is open f r Immediate en- 
gagement in either of aboye capacities or as superin- 
tendent of large factory either in Louisiani, Cuba or 
Mexico. Haye had 10 years practioal experience in 
up-to-date susar plants and can fnmiah best of re- 
ference. Address SUOAB Mill, No. 1168 Camp St. 
New Orleans La. 

WANTED — Position as sugar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 28, care this ofllce. 



WANTED — A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crep, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B., 
136 Annunciation street. New Orleana. 8-18-01 



WANTED — A position as engineer or 
fitter. Address Bbbt Bbebb, Le Boy, N. T. 

3-17-02 



WANTED— .\ first-class experienced sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober, industriout and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtbr, Sup't. C. S. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-28Ktt. 



WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must be 
first-class. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
MoLLASSBS Co. Loyd La. 8-27-92 



WA>^TBD— A first-class head sugar boiler; also a 
first-class head darlfier man, for the coning season in 
Louisiana. Address A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

8-20-02. 



WANTED— By an experienced manager, a sltaatlon 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take oflF 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1003, reference OK 
and satUfuctloa iruaranteed. For further particulars 

E lease apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
.a. Or address P. O. Box Q Q O. PlanoheylUe, Ay- 
Dyelles Ph, La. 819-02. 



WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on soger plantation for the fall ana winter of 1901. 
Haye experence and can famish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. O. W. Bell, oare Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-08. 



WANTED- A situation as coper to make syrup bar- 
rels sag ir barrels. Can glye best of references. Ad- 
dress Copper 2917 Philip St., New Orieans, Ls. 8-8-02 



WAN rso— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion mac^iaest, who is capable of repairing all kinds 
of maohinery and pamps. John K. Oall, Le Roy, 
N. T. 8-18-02 



WAN TED -A position on sugar plantatloo by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' experience. 
Oan fill any position from buslne*s manager down. 
Best of references and bond if reqalred. Address B. 
D. T. Sbbrwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orleans. 2-18-08 



WANTED — Position ss sugar house englnesr 
for this year In Louisiana, Cobs or Mexico. Can 
famish references on demand. Address Box 211, 
Donaldsonyllle, Ls. 2-8-02 



WANTED — A position ss first-class sugar maker 
In Cuba« Mexico or elsewhere. Csn famish first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Boodresoz, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 



WANTED — ^A position ss cooper on mols 

. ._ ^_ _ ^ competent nML_. 

Thomas^ 1108 Cadis St, 



sugar barrels, by a gsod, competent man, with 
- A. Ti 



good references. L. 
New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— A oompetent sugar boiler wants position 
for ooming Loaiaiana orop. Address Suoar Boilbe, 
Dreyfus, La. 4-8-08 



WANTED — A competent man desires to secure a 
position as assistant enalneer on a sogar planta- 
tion or to take charge or an Irrigatlnf plant on a 
rice farm. Address J. X. Z., care ei The Chief, 
Donaldsonyllle, La. 4-10-02 



CLAY PEAS 

{1.05 per bushel, sacked, f. o. b. cars, 
New Orleans, La. , prompt shipment. 

Order from Thomas H. Ponder, New 
Orleans, or C. R. Baird & Co., Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 



CRANE FITTINGS 
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LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to rx>alslana Agriculture in general, and to 

the Bogar Industry in particular, and in all 

lu brAUches, Agricultural, Mechanloalt 

Chemical, Political and Com- 

merciaL 

SDITOBIAL COBPS. 
W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. THOMPSON. 

W. W. PUaH. JOHN DYMOND. 

Bntered at the PoRtofllce at New Orleans as seoona- 
elass mall matter, July 7, 1888. 

Per annam 

Terms of SuT)flcrlptlon (Including postage) 98 00 

Foreign Sul>scription 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 


1 month 


8 month 


6 month 


12month 


1 indi 


$600 
960 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 

8800 
40 00 
60 00 
100 00 


$12 60 
24 00 
86 20 
47 60 
68 75 
70 00 
81 15 
90 00 
96 00 
100 00 
150 00 
250 00 


$18 76 
86 00 
64 40 
7126 
88 16 
106 00 
12176 
186 00 
142 50 
150 00 
226 00 
400 00 


$26 00 


Slnch 


48 00 


3 Inch 


72 60 


4lQCh 


96 00 


5tnoh 


117 60 


• inch 

7liioh 

Slncfli 

Otii(^ , 


140 00 
162 60 
180 00 
190 00 


10 Inch 


200 00 
800 00 


Pun PiSw 


600 00 



All communications should be addressed to Ths 
Louisiana Plantsb, 889 Carondelet street^ Neir 
Orleans, La, 

LIST OP ORGANIZERS. 



McCall Bbothbbs^ 
McCall h Lbosndbb, 
Leon Oodchaux, 
Jambs Tbllbb/ 
B. Lbmann h Bbo.« 
Lboncb Sokiat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. Bbickbll, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John DySiond, 
Daniel Thompson^ 
Foos & Babnbtt^ 
H. C. Wabmoth, 
Lucius Pobstth, Jb., 
Bdwabd J. Gay, 
Sbattuck & Hoffman, 
Emilb Rost, 
Thomas D. Miixbb, 
Schmidt Jb Zibolbb, 
T. G. McLauby, 
L. S. Ciabk, 
J. B. Leykbt, 
Simpson Hobnob, 

W. B. BlX>OMFIBLD, 
W. W. SUTCWFFB, 
JOHK S. MOOBB, 

Jambs C. Mobpht, 
Jos Wbbbb, 



R. Bbi;tban, 
Lucibn Soniat, 

D. R Caldbb, 
L. a. Ellis, 
Hbbo ft Malhiot, 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. Moobb, Jb., 
Edwabds ft Haubtman, 
John A. Mobbis, 

B. H. Cunningham, 
R. Vitbbbo, 

H. C. MiNOB, 

C. M. SOBIA, 

J. L. Harris, 
j. h. mubphy, 
Andbbw Price, 

E. ft J. KocK, 
Wm. Oabio, 
Adolph Mbybb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bbadish Johnson, 
Gborob p. Andebton, 
a. l. monnot, 

RiCHABD MlLLIKBN, 

W. P. Miles, 
Lezin a. Bbcnbl, 
J. N. Phabb, 
JuLBS J. Jacob. 



The Cane Crop. 

The lack of rain is the predominating 
characteristic of the situation in the coun- 
try at present and complaints are being 
made concerning the extremely dry con- 
dition of the fields. While one or two 
of our correspondents report local show- 
ers which have been beneficial to the 
sm^U area covered by them, yet the situa- 
tion in generaHs by no means satisfactory 
and rain is awaited with much anxiety by 
practically every planter in the state. The 
cane is still holding its own and no dis- 
astrous eflfects are so far repotted from 
any section of the drought stricken dis- 
tricts, but a continuance of this dry 
weather for a much longer time may en- 
tail serious consequences. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The June meeting of this Association 
was held last Thursday evening at the 
rooms of the Chamber of Commerce*, 
corner of Union and Carondelet streets, 
New Orleans. There was a very good 
attendance, considering the hot weather 
now prevailing. President Emile Rost 
was in the chair, Secretary Dykers at the 
desk and a large amount of interest was 
exhibited in the proceedings by every 
one. On motion the reading of the min- 
utes of the previous meeting was dis- 
pensed with, and there being no candi- 
dates for membership. President Rost an- 
nounced that the first business before the 
meeting was the reading of a communica- 
tion from Mr. B. D. Woodward, assistant 
commissioner general of the United States 
to the Paris Exposition of 1900, in which 
he advised the Association of the ship- 
ment of a diploma, known as the Grand 
Prix, awarded to the Association for its 
exhibit of Louisiana sugar and molasses 
at the Paris Exposition, and also the ship- 
ment of a broze medal commemorative of 
this award. The diploma and the medal 
were exhibited at the meeting and greatly 
admired, and, on motion of Mr. R. j. 
McQuiston, it was decided that the Secre- 
tary should be instructed to have the 
diploma suitably framed and hang it in 
his office. This pleasant piece of business 
having been disposed of President Rost 
called on Mr. Henry M .Stewart, a sugar 
house engineer of Laurel Hill, La., to 
read to the Association a descriptive ar- 
ticle he had prepared concerning the burn- 



ing of fuel oil in bagasse furnaces. Mr. 
Stewart illustrated his remarks by a draw- 
ing, and we print elsewhere the full text 
of the paper read by him, but, unfortun- 
ately, we are unable to reproduce his 
drawing which was so made that it could 
not be well reproduced in an electrotype. 
Mr. Stewart received a vote of thanks for 
his interesting communication and we 
publish it under instructions from the As- 
sociation. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Stewart's 
paper the topic of the evening, **Loading 
Cane in the Field by Machinery," was 
taken up and the Chair introduced to the 
meeting Mr. James O. Wright, the well- 
known dredge boat engineer, who was 
present with a drawing of a cane loader 
invented by him and of which he is at 
present constructing a full sized model. 
Mr. Wright in addition to his drawing 
had also brought to the meeting a mo.' ' 
of the grapple arrangement by which ht 
intends to pick up the cane from the 
ground, and this grapple was exhibited 
to those present and commented on most 
favorably. The explanations given by 
Mr. Wright covered every detail of his 
device and he was listened to with the 
closest attention and at the conclusion of 
his remarks those present had an excel- 
lent idea of just what his machine con- 
sisted of and what it would accomplish. 
In addition to Mr. Wright there was 
present at the meeting Mr. Fred Grace 
of Plaquemine, who represented T. J. 
Howard, a mechanic of Iberville parish, 
who also had invented a cane loader and 
who has, up to date, sold as many as 
ten of them. Mr. Grace was equipped 
with photographs of the Howard Cane 
Loader, and he read a paper which was 
listened to attentively and it was moved 
and carried that- this paper be printed 
as a part of the proceedings and it ap- 
pears in full elsewhere in this issue. Mr. 
J. D. Martinez, of Whitecastle, La., had 
been invited to be present at the meeting 
and to describe a cane loading apparatus 
which he had invented, but he was not on 
hand. After the thanks of the Associa- 
tion had been tendered to Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Grace and Inventor Howard, it was 
moved by Mr. L. A. Becnel that the vari- 
ous inventors be invited to bring their 
machines to the Audubon Park Experi- 
ment Station next Thursday and that the 
Secretary of the Association notify the 
members by postal cards of this exhibl- 
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tion at the station so that they could be 
present and witness it. The time of the 
exhibition was fixed at from two to five 
o'clock Thursday afternoon. So much 
interest was exhibited in the matter of 
cane loading by machinery that Mi. V. J. 
Thompson proposed taking up the same 
subject next February after the cam- 
paign was over and the various machines 
had been engaged in practical work, but 
no definite action was taken on his sug- 
gestion. 

President Rost then stated that there 
was no further business before the meet- 
ing unless somebody desired to suggest 
a topic for the next meeting which would 
be held on the second Thursday in Octo- 
ber. Dr. W. C. Stubbs moved that the 
Association discuss in October the sub- 
ject of "Cutting and Stripping Cane by 
Machinery" and that all inventors of such 
machines be invited by the Secretary to 
be present at that time with plans and 
drawings of their devices for exhibition 
to the members of the Association and 
that the attention of all these inventors be 
again called to the standing reward of 
two thousand dollars oflFered by the Asso- 
ciation for a successful machine for cut- 
ting and stripping cane. The Associa- 
tion then adjourned until the second 
Thursday in October. 



The Su^ar Situatton in Washington. 

The sugar situation in Washington 
seems better defined at the present than 
at any time previously during the last 
few months. Evidence produced before 
the Investigating Committee of the Sen- 
ate now shows that some $20,000 have 
been expended in writing and distribut- 
ing the articles which were so profusely 
circulated a few months back advocating 
"Justice to Cuba,' "Be Honest with 
Cuba," "Do Right with Cuba," and all 
that sort of thing which attracted much 
attention at the time. It now seems that 
Mr. F. B. Thurber, the president of the 
so-called Export Association, secured con- 
siderable sums of money from Gen. 
Leonard Wood under the plea that he 
would endeavor to influence the "leaders 
of thought" in the United States in the 
direction of such active sympathy with 
the sugar planters of Cuba as to result 
in the enactment of the reciprocity treaty 
tnat would compensate Cuba many times 
over. Mr. F. B. Thurber admits now 
that he also received a check from Mr. 
Havemeyer, of the American Sugar Re- 
fining Company for the same purpose and 
the effect of this has been to cause a sud- 
den reversion of opinion and against the 
enactment of the proposed reciprocity 
law. 

To those most familiar with the situa- 
tion it was manifest from the beginning 
* that the work done in the United States 
in favor of the sugar planters of Cuba 
was not any spontaneous effort on the 



part of the Cubans but was specifically 
worked up by a very few, or by a single 
agency, and that it. did not fairly repre- 
sent the views of the Cubans who now 
that their freedom as a country was in 
sight; were comparatively indifferent as 
to the details. 

Manifest injustice to the American su- 
gar producers in the whole of the pro- 
posed legislation is what led to the per- 
sistent fight on their part, and now that 
the power behind the scenes has been ex- 
posed it is to be hoped that we shall have 
heard the last, at least for the present, of 
the proposed concessions of the sugar du- 
ties to Cuba. 



The Martinique Disaster. 

Our West India exchanges have now 
come in, all full of accounts ^of the great 
disaster at Martinique and *St. Vincent, 
and of the relief measures everywhere 
under way. In the official Journal of 
Guadeloupe of May 10 we find Governor 
Merlin's annotmcement of the great dis- 
aster and his request to his people for 
quick relief. About 50,000 francs was at 
once subscribed, of whkh 25,000 came 
from the island authorities and 10,000 
from the municipality of Pointe-a-Pitre, 
6,000 by the Bank of Guadeloupe and the 
rest from individuals. 

The Courier de Guadeloupe of May 9 
and 16 comes with inverted column rules, 
mourning for their lost countrymen in 
neighboring Martinique. The journals 
from the English islands are also full of 
accounts of the disaster and of expres- 
sions of sympathy, but the immense co- 
incident loss of life and property in the 
English island of St. Vincent divides 
their relief arid sympathy between their 
own country and the French people of 
Martinique. The citizens of Barbados, 
which is exclusively a sugar planting 
community, lying about 100 miles east of 
St. Vincent, are busily engaged in relief 
measures for both of the suffering 
islands. 

The destructive effects of these vol- 
canoes 50 and 90 years ago seem to be 
well known in the West Indies, but fa- 
miliarity seehis to breed indifference, if 
not contempt, and the warnings of Ml. 
Pelee days in advance of the catastrophe 
were practically unheeded. 



Professor Charles 5. Plumb. 

This well-known gentleman, who for 
many years has been director of the In- 
diana Agricultural Experiment Station, 
and has done so much to promote the 
good of the agricultural interests of the 
country generally and of Indiana particu- 
larly, has recently received a well de- 
served recognition of his ability as a 
scientific agriculturist and educator in 
his election to the professorship of ani- 
mal husbandry in the Ohio State Uni- 
versity at Columbus. 



It is the purpose of the s^icultural 
college of the institution to enlarge the 
instruction in animal husbandry and an 
appropriation of $2,000 has been made 
by the board of trustees to add specimens 
of pure bred animals to the existing herds 
of the college and it is expected that 
further appropriations will be made from 
time to time. 

Professor Plumb is a graduate of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College, and, 
after much experience in writing and 
teaching agriculture, became director of 
the Indiana Experiment Station in 1891. 
His contributions to current agricultural 
literature have been many, and in 1895 
he published a book on Indiana com od- 
ture. He brings to his new position a 
mature mind, ripe scholarships enthus- 
iasm in his work andan excellent record 
as a teacher. We wish him success in his 
new position. 



rir. J« Watts Kearny. 

Since the last issue of the PhAwrEi the 
news has been disseminated that one of our 
leading advertisers, Mr. J. Watts Kearny, 
senior member of the firm of J. Watts Kear- 
ny ft Sons, of this city, has been, or is about 
to be, appointed postmaster of New Orleans. 




At first thought this would appear to be 
another evidence of the efficacy of this Joui^ 
nal as an advertising medium, but on calm 
refiection, and after a futile search for 
President Roosevelt's name on our mailing 
list, we are led to conclude that the appoint- 
menc must have been won strictly throui^ 
the merit of its recipient That such ability, 
sterling integrity and sounu common sense 
as are possessed by Mr. Kearny should have 
been fittingly recognized is a matter, how- 
ever, in which we are all interested, and 
each one of us will cheerfully voice the senti- 
ment that if we could have made him post- 
master ourselves he would have had the Job 
long before this. 

It is customary, of course, on an occasion 
like this, to compile with care and give to 
the public an accurate account of the past 
life, the genealogy, the date of birth and the 
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principal achievements of the subject of the 
sketch, and yet, as we reflect over all this, 
the oonviction grows on us tiiat, uighly hon- 
orable and meritorious as this retrospect is 
in Mr. Kearny's case, it paies into insignifi- 
cance beside tne salient fact that he will 
make a good postmaster. We know this. 
We know that the affairs of the postofflce 
department in this city will, under his 
supervision, be conducted right; we know 
that he will apply to the administration of 
the postal business ail that good judgment 
and careful attention that has made him 
successful in hiS own business; we know 
that all who have got letters in the mails 
addressed to them will get what is coming 
to them quickly, expeditiously and safely. 
These are the facts that are of importance* 
and hence we mention them. And in con- 
clusion we will say that if Mr. Kearny will 
bring us more letters, and more money in 
the letters, his name will be engraved on 
imperishable bronse, and he will go down 
in history as the best postmaster New Or- 
leans ever had. But he will do that any 
way. 



Biennial Conference Y. il. C. A. Sec- 
retaries of North America, Moun- 
tain Lake Park, Md., June iitli to 
i5tli I903* 

For the above occasion the Queen a Ores- 
cent Route will sell tickets on June 9th and 
10th to Mountain Lake Park, Md., and re- 
turn at rate of one flrstrclass fare for the 
round trip with final limit to June 17th, 1902. 



Brook Trout Fisiiini:. 

The trout fishing in the stocked streams of 
the Sapphire country of North Carolina is 
now at its best 

The splendid new hotels of the Toxaway 
Company afford accommodations which are 
thoroughly up-to-date. 

The scenery is not surpassed by any moun- 
tainous section of the country. 

Summer tourist tickets to Brevard and 
Toxaway, N. C, on sale at all principal sta- 
tidns on the Queen ft Crescent System. 



Summer Tourist Tickets. 

To all summer resorts reached by the Queen 
6 Crescent Route will be sold commencing 
June Ist, at low rates for the round trip, and 
carrying return limit of Sept. 30, 1902. 

The summer schedules are nearly all now 
in operation, a few additional facilities to be 
added by connecting lines on June* 1st and 
June 8th, when the summer travel will be in 
full swing. 

The AsheviUe service including sleeper 
from Birmingham, which is attached to fttdn 
leaving New Orleans at 7:30 p. m., will run 
daily commencing June 8th. 

The dining car service of the Queen & 
Crescent Route is maintaining its reputation 
for excellence, and no effort is spared to 
make the summer trip via this splendidly 
equipped line a thoroughly enjoyable Jour- 
ney. 



Mr. Stuntz, chemist at the Cinclare cen- 
tral factory in West Baton Rouge parish, 
was in New Orleans on a visit a few days 
ago. 




Pogarty*8 Patent Cane Mill Housini:. 

In these columns we have repeatedly 
called attention to the Circular Housing 
for cane mills invented and built by Mr. 
James H. Fogarty, 126 Liberty St., New 
York. Mr. Fogarty is a sugar engineer 
of long experience in the United States 
and in Cuba and in the design of this 
cane mill housing he has so adjusted tlie 
disposition of the metal that the greatest 
strength is placed where the greatest 
strain occurs. The circular form of the 
cast iron housing as shown in the illus- 
tration is, of course, the strongest form 
in which to use that metal. The interior 
seats for the brasses and cast backing 
boxes are easily turned out, because of 
the circular form. The steel bolts, it will 
be noticed, are so placed as to form the 
three sides of a triangle and to strengthen 
the castings in the lines of the greatest 
strain. Mr. Fogarty has tested these 
housings and his conclusion is that no 



form heretofore known utilized so effect- 
ively the strength of the materials. 

The knife or trash turner is much nar- 
rower in this plan than in others, the rolls 
are but 5>4" apart at their meridian, and 
it will be noticed that the adjustment of 
the rollers is readily effected with side 
bolts and that the turn plate is under con- 
trol in a like manner. 

Mr. .Fogarty invites correspondence 
and will be pleased to give any desired 
data. 



Personal. 

Mr. F. B. Williams, of St. Mary paristu 
was at the St Oharles hotel during the lat- 
ter part of the week. Mr. Williams is one 
of the members of the syndicate which re- 
cently purchased the CafCery central factory. 

Mr. Simon LeBlanc of the Monticello plan- 
tation, was in the city during the past week 
and was one of tne interested attendants at 
the Thursday night meeting of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Planters' Association. 
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LOCAL LBTTBRS. 



Ascension. 

(8PBCIAL CORBBSPOHDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It's hot and dry here, and the crops are 
beginning to feel in some sections. There 
was a wind storm Saturday, followed by 
hail and one and a half inches of rain, but 
since then the weather has been dry and 
very hot. Tuesday we were threatened with 
a cloudburst, but only a few drops of rain 
were vouchsafed us, not enough to lay the 
dust, while in some places, notably on the 
right bank of the river, in the first ward, 
King Drought holds undisputed sway and 
tantalizes the perspiring people by swing- 
ing the summer showers all around the hori 
2bn within their sight. If we are to believe 
the "moon worshippers," matters will not 
mend for forty days, for the 8th inst., which 
was St. Medard's or St. Swlthen's feast, has 
gone by as dry as a census report, a sure (?) 
sign of protracted drought that neter fails 
more than once a year. 

There' has been a larger acreage of com 
planted this year than is usually done, ow- 
ing to the high price of feed and also for 
the purpose of rotating the lands, which 
were formerly planted in succession cane. 
Both com and peas are very promising and 
only need a good raiQ to produce satisfac- 
tory yields. Notwithstanding the fact that 
the corn acreage has been increased, the 
area planted in cane is also larger than last 
year. The cane is in good shape and promis- 
ing great things, but this crop, like all 
others, is in need of rain and will soon 
begin to suffer unless relieved at an early 
date. Although there has been some cry 
of a scarcity of labor — in this section since 
January, the cane crops are well worked, 
clean, and have a healthy color. Some of 
the managers have already begun laying by, 
but a number of others will wait a few 
weeks longer in hopes of getting some rain 
before commencing this work. 

The indications are that oil fuel will be 
used extensively in this vicinity during the 
approaching grinding season. No more coal 
barges are seen unloading their black diar 
monds in front of the plantations, but tank 
foundations and pipe line ditches are being 
dug instead. 

Clarence Hebert, the brilliant young at- 
torney from Plaquemine, and Albert Berthe- 
lot, of the planting and manufacturing firm 
of J. A. & V. Berthelot, proprietors of the 
Chatham plantation, were distinguished 
visitors to Donaldsonville Wednesday, having 
come on business and remaining only a few 
hours. 

Hon. Henry McCall was seen driving 
through town Wednesday afternoon, but the 
courteous laird of Evan Hall was going at 
such a clip and wore such a look of em- 
pressement that your correspondent was 
denied the pleasure of interviewing him. 

Hon. Robt P. Broussard passed through 
here the other day and again yesterday, 
going down the bayou and back to Baton 



Rouge. He pooh poohed the opposition to 
the damming of Bayou Lafourche, saying 
that the dam would only be there for two 
years and a half, pending the erection of 
locks, and that he was sure that when the 
down-the-bayou people understood this they 
would readily acquiesce to the damming of 
the stream. The residents along the bayou, 
however, say that they are not anxious to 
have their water supply cut off, not even for 
so short a time as two years and a half, con- 
tenaing that they are dependent upon this 
water for irrigating and manufacturing pur- 
poses. Whatever the outcome will be, it 
must, of necessity, be of vital interest to 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(SPECIAL. COBBBBPONOBNCli.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather during the past week has 
been very warm and rain is needed on most 
places, particularly on black lands. The 
planters are all up with their work, but will 
keep stirring the ground In order to retain 
the moisture that is in it, as well as to 
have it in good shape for the rain when it 
comes. Com was all laid by early this year 
and we have not heard of any that has to 
be replanted. The stand of peas is the best 
we have seen for years, ana that regardless 
of the high price they commanded at the 
time of planting. It is evident from present 
prices that many speculators^ were caught^ 
and our planters would catch many more 
every year if each would make only a small 
effort to save some of his peas for seed, 
and then, too. Tie would have seed he could 
rely upon. 

Reports from the 7th and 9th wards (the 
Grosse Tete and Maringoiun sections) tell 
us that crop prospects are the best they 
have had for years, due to timely rains and 
favorable weather conditions. 

The oil tank at the Mayflower plantation 
of Mr. Rudolph G. Comeaux is nearing com- 
pletion. Mr. Comeaux planted a good part 
of his Medora plantation and a portion of 
Mayflower in rice and has, perhaps, the 
finest crop in the parish. 

Messrs. Ben. C. and Samuel O. LeBlanc 
were Vecent visitors to Shreveport, where 
is pending in the District Court the suit of 
Barrow & LeBlanc versus Penick & Ford, 
for balance due on cue contract of the latter 
to purchase the 1901 molasses crop of the 
former. The case could not be reached, ow- 
ing to the one preceding it taking up the 
whole week of the court. This suit is being 
watched with considerable interest, and, un- 
til it is decided, our planters will be cau- 
tious how they make contracts by which they 
tie up their product. 

Mr. Lusignan in. 1^'olse, of White Castle, 
is putting his Texas sugar house in good 
shape for the coming harvest. One of his 
rollers had to be sent to New Orleans for 
repairs. 

Mesdames Eleonoi*a Holloway and Philip 
S. Postell, of Evergreen plantation, Plaque- 



mines, have gone to North Carolina for the 
summer. 

At the recent town election at White Cas- 
tie, Hon. W. J. Alexander, the manager of 
White Castle Lumber & Shingle Company. 
Limited, was elected mayor and Messrs. 
Paul Blanchard, Sidney V. Landry, Paul L. 
Viallon, Jr., L. B. Mattingly and Thomas J. 
Clay, selectmen, without opposition. ' Their 
election insures a good administration of the 
municipal affairs of this thriving town. 

The~ fine saw mill of Messrs. Wilson & 
Cochran, of Musson, will begin operations 
this month. It is located at Wheelock on 
Bayou Grosse Tete, and will prove not only 
a valuable ^.ddition to the industries of the 
parish, but a great convenience and saving 
to the planters in that section. 

Mr. D^vid N. Barrow, superintendent of 
the Experimental Station at Calhoun, is on 
a visit to relatives in Ibebviujc. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOMDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There can be no question about the fact 
that the drought that has prevailed so long 
a time in this section is fast becoming a 
serious proposition. Last Tuesday a light 
shower fell in the central portion of the 
parish, but it ' was of no material benefit 
to the suffering crops. Yesterday (Wednes- 
day) a few drops came down in the same 
section, but, like the light shower of Tues- 
day, what promisea to be a good, soaking 
rain, "petered out" in bluster and nothing- 
ness. As a result of the protracted dry spell, 
all the crops — especially cane and com — 
are suffering seriously. In certain spots in 
different fields some of the canes have died 
and more are threatening to follow suit* 
Conditions differ somewhat, however, on the 
various plantations. In some localities tke 
stubble is holding out better than th^ plant 
cane; on other places, this state of affairs 
is reversed. Much of the crop is lacking 
in that dark, green color which is always an 
infallible sign of healthy growth. Question- • 
ed on the subject yesterday, an old planter 
stated that, speai^mg in general terms, he 
considered the cane crop fully a month late 
in the matter of growth. About the only 
places that have laid by any cane are Cin- 
Clare and Mr. W. R. Pavrot's Home place. A 
great deal of "deep" cultivation is being 
done, and the planters are so working the 
crop as to .keep it in the best condition dur- 
ing the prevailing drought. The corn is 
suffering as much as, if not more than, 
the cane. At the beginning of the growing 
season, the corn crop gave every promise of 
being a good one, but the dry weather has 
marred that bright prospect. Little stalks 
of corn not half grown, forced into prema- 
ture maturity oy lack of moisture, have 
begun to tassle and produce ears which 
will never amount to more than "nubbins.' 
Many of the stalks look wilted as if scorched 
by fire. Just how much of the crop would 
be saved if copious rains fell now it is im- 
possible to say, but certain it is that the corn 
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crop of this parish will not be what it 
promised earlier in the season. This is all 
the more deplorable oecause of the fact that 
all feedstuffs are exceedingly high and prom- 
ise to remain so for some time to come. 

The cane crop is remarkably clean and 
well-worked and, should a wet spell set 
in now, the planters would be in better 
condition to stand it than usual. 

The weather has been Intensely hot dur- 
ing the past week — Just tue sort to induce 
rapid germination — but alas! the necessary 
moisture is lacking. Hence everybody is 
praying for a heavy rain in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Vermilion. 



(SPECIAL COBIUBSPOMDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Hot! hot! ! hot! ! ! is the cry from every 
quarter of this section of the country. The 
thermometer has registered around 100 de- 
grees in the shade for the past three days 
ana the heat has been almost unbearable. 
Palmetto fans and shady nooks have been 
very much sought for. The present spell 
is the hottest that has been experienced in 
this part of the country for many years at 
this season of the year. The wind is from 
the north and it not only blows a hot blast 
but a dry one. Rain is very much needed. 
There have been a few local showers for the 
piurt day or two but they cover a very small 
territory. A general rain would be of vast 
benefit to th4s entire section. The com crop 
is suffering and without rain shortly will be 
considerably cut short In yield, rice farmers 
would hail with delight a ten days' steady 
rain, cane is not suffering so very much but 
a good rain would help. Cotton is not suffer- 
ing at all for rain and the crop promises to 
be very good. One good general rain now 
would make the com crop and it would be 
one of the largest crops ever raised in this 
section of the state. The acreage is very 
large and before this dry spell the pros- 
pects were excellent. I'here is some com- 
plaint about the appearance of the Spanish 
fly in some sections and the damage they 
are doing the com and melon crops. With 
rains the crops will be fine, without rains 
there will almost be a failure — that is the 
status of affairs here Just now. 

There still continues a spirited demand for 
deep wells and at present weil orillers can- 
not put them down fast enough. If the 
facilities were 'at hand there could be at 
least 50 to 75 wells put down here within the 
next two weeks. One reason of the increased 
and urgent demand is that the canals are 
unable to furnish an adequate supply of I 
water for the immense acreage planted. I 
Rice needs water now and needs it badly. . 

Mr. H. L. Gueydan, prominent in rice cir- j 
cles at Gueydan, La., was m Abbeville this 
week transacting business. Mr. Gueydan I 
will leave on the 29th instant for Prance ; 
where he will spend his summer vacation. 

Mr. W. Quereau, of Gueydan, was in Abbe- 
ville for a few days recently. Mr. Quereau 
is a large rice plan .er of the West Vermilion 



section of the parish and reports the crop 
in a very healthy condition. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion, 

(8PBCIAL CORRXSPOKOSKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Last Tuesday, the 10th day of June, this 
section was visited by a splendid rain, which 
we have been in need of for some time. This 
rain was of untold benefit to the growing 
crop, as well as to that which is planted and 
not yf t up. The bulk of our rice crop we 
consider a little late, but taking into consid- 
eration the lateness of this year's seasons so 
far, it is reasonable to believe that we will 
have a late fall, and should this happen our 
farmers have pursued the right policy, re- 
gardless of the ever recurring cry, "early 
rice is the thing." We are almost certain to 
have our usual summer rains, which gener- 
ally last from eight to ten weeks, which 
would carry us up to about the first or mid- 
dle of September, at which time the harvest- 
ing of rice is on in dead earnest. 

We have been reliably informed that all, 
or nearly all, of the pumping plants located 
on Bayou Vermilion have been forced to 
close down on account of salt water. We 
are glad to state that none of the pumping 
plants in this section have been forced to 
close down so far on account of salt water. 
We are under the opinion that all our farm- 
ers will be able to flood their rice with fresh 
water before salt water makes its appear- 
ance. 

Deep wells are continually going down for 
the irrigation of rice. Two of the latest and 
best wells that we know of are those sunk 
last week at the Manila farm on the estate 
of J. P. Gueydan. The two wells in question 
are 10-inch flowing wells. 



Rapldej. 

(SPECIAL COBRBSPOMDBKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It is with great pleasure that I stand again 
by the parochial family hearthstone. 

During the interim between this and my 
last letter we have seen a frigid February 
thaw into a milder March and showery 
April pave the way for a flowery May. We 
have seen the soil broken, seed cane, cotton, 
and corn planted, corn cultivated and laid 
by, while the tillage of cotton and cane is 
still in progress. 

The cane, planted from good sound seed, 
has done as well as could be expected under 
circumstances not altogether favorable. 
Firstly, the early spring was too dry to germ- 
inate the dormant buds or eyes and secondly, 
when moist and warm weather did come, an 
excessive moisture interfered with cultiva- 
tion and caused the young and tender shoots 
to be partially smothered and retarded in 
their growth by weeds and grasses. 

Cotton was planted early and came well to 
a stand at the flrst planting. It has made 
splendid growth, blossoming at various 
places as early as May 27, and generally 
throughout, the parish by June Ist, and 
stands to-day one of the most promising 



crops we have had for years. 

The com, like the cotton crop, has fared 
well; and if we shall be favored with a mod- 
erate rain in the near future, will pull down, 
the record of the past decade. 

Alfalfa hay, which is fast being made a 
staple crop in this section, has done all that 
could be asked for. The second cutting from 
stubble and flrst cutting from this 8pring'& 
sowing has been housed some three weeks. 
It is gratifying to note that the second and 
third respective cuttings will be ready for 
the mower in ten days or two weeks more. 

The kitchen garden has produced bounti- 
fully and no doubt will keep up well into the 
summer months. 

Health is good and hope and good humor 
prevails throughout 

Rapides. 



Avoyelles. 

(SPECIAL CORBBSPOXCDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There has been no rain in this section of 
the country since the flrst of June, conse- 
quently the ground Is beginning to get very 
dry and rain is needed in places to moisten 
the soil for the beneflt of the growing crops. 
Cane planted in the stiff lands is now need- 
ing a good soaking rain to keep it growing. 
On the other hand I flnd that the cane grow- 
ing in the sandy soils is doing better and Is 
apparently not suffering so much for the 
want of moisture. However, should this dry 
weather hold out much longer it will affect 
the growth of the cane on the sandy lands 
almost to the same extent as that on the 
stiff lands. The stiff lands require much 
more moisture than the sandy lands for cane 
growing. It may be that it takes the cane 
roots a greater length of time to penetrate 
the stiff soils than it does tor the loose, 
loamy soils. Tet when the seasons are fa- 
vorable these stiff lands produce as heavy 
if not a heavier tonnage to the acre than the 
lighter soils. 

The Messrs. Evans brothers, of Barbreck, 
were in Haasville this week and informed 
the Planter's scribe that their cane crops 
were very promising but a good rain once 
every two weeks from now to the flrst of 
October would make a vast difference In the 
growth and tonnage of their cane when cut 
for the mill. They informed me that their 
cane crop on the Augusta plantation, under 
the able management of Mr. S. Robichaux, 
was equal to the best in the country. Be- 
sides cane Mr. Rouichaux has in cultivation 
a heavy acreage to corn, peas and alfalfa all 
of which are well advanced in growth with 
every prospect of making heavy yields. 

Mr. C. Antonini, manager of the Barbreck 
plantation, has quite an acreage to cane, 
corn and alfalfa, all of which is said to be in 
a good state of cultivation and growing well. 
Mr. James Baldridge, of Barbreck, is well 
advanced with his crops of cane, corn and 
peas. Mr. Shumer, of isarbreck, is engaged 
in cane raising and also has flne crops of 
corn and peas. 

Mr. O. S. Prosser, whose flne place is near 

Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



3^2 



THB LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTUREIL 



[Vol. XXVIU. No. 24. 



the Augusta factory* is in every respect up- 
to-date with his fields of cane, com, peas 
and alfalfa. 

Mr. W. L. O'Quinn, of Barbreck (not of 
Bunkie, as the types made me say last week) 
is one of the many planters in that progres- 
sive neighborhood who is not afraid to pin 
his faith to cane. Like many others in the 
Barbreck neighborhood, Mr. O'Quinn has a 
line cane crop which, If. the season is propi- 
tious, will produce a heavy tonnage of cane. 
Besides cane Mr. O'Quinn plants heavily to 
corn, peas and alfalfa; he grows fine hogs 
and cows for milk and butter and makes 
vegetables and fruit for all his needs. At 
present he is busy building a big bam and 
stables on his place. 

I do not think that I will miss the mark 
far when I say that Barbreck and Elm Bayou 
are equal to the best agricultural districts in 
the empire parish of St Landry. Elm Bayou 
Is near HaasviUe. 

The planters say that their com crops 
would improve under the influence of re- 
freshing showers ^nd cotton is about the 
only crop not now needing rain. 

The writer was never more surprised than 
when he found that the bill introduced in 
the legislature jy the Hon. Wm. Polk for the 
eradication of Johnson grass failed to pass. 
The Johnson grass bill should have received 
the unqualified support of every planter and 
farmer in the state. Now that the question 
has been raised it should be agitated until 
the people see the necessity of such an act 

AS I close this letter the indications have 
improved a little and it looks as if we 
might possibly have some rain. 

Ebiiy. 



5t. James— Left Bank. 

(8PBCIAL C0BBB8P0NDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Whilst many of our parish planters are 
still anxiously awaiting a rainfall which 
they have not had for the longest time, here 
at Convent and above up to Lily and down 
almost to Lutcher, we have had the long 
expected and looked for rain which visited 
our section most opportunely Monday even- 
ing. Though of a very local nature it was 
heavy and all those who were lucky enough 
to be within its reach were benefited by the 
downpour. According to all probabilities 
the backbone of this drought is broken, and 
it will not be long again before we are 
wishing for a return of this fair weather 
which we are so anxious to see depart at 
present, as from indications heavy rainfalls 
are had every day now somewhere. Monday 
was our turn; yesterday it was a little above 
here that the shower precipitated itself, and 
again to-day rain clouds are thickly gather- 
ing and undoubtedly before sundown we 
shall have another rainfall. The atmos- 
phere has attained the full maximum of 
heat degrees pertaining to the month of 
June and we are having at present a real 
hot wave, which seems to have acquired 
several degrees more of heat passing 
through the Martinique eruption before 



reaching us. From this almost unbearable 
heat the crops seem to be deriving a good 
deal of good, as they are growing wonder- 
fully, now that the showers have set in. 
Their backward condition will soon be over- 
come and they will again be very promising. 
The rice planters are nearing the end of 
their pumping season, as they require at 
the most two or three weeks yet before 
the termination of it. The corn crops have 
been wonderfully revived by Monday's 
precipitation and happily so, for a few days 
more of dry weather would have caused ir- 
reparable damage to this valuable crop. 
With this fair weather the laying by pro- 
cess will be brought to an early termination 
this year and by July 1st undoubtedly all 
will be through. The big Lutcher & Moore 
Cypress Lumber Company, of Lutcher, La, 
a thriving little town nine miles below Con- 
vent, is preparing to use oil as fuel in the 
future. Tanks and cisterns are already being 
erected, and soon this concern will abandon 
the use of coal altogether to adopt the new 
oil process, which is daily gaining ground 
in popularity. A heavy fire destroyed the 
most prominent buildings at Gramercy Sta- 
tion last Thursday night, destroying ten big 
buildings In its course, Messrs. Stein, PoUet, 
Miller and Decarmeaux being the heaviest 
losers involved in the confiagration. The 
depot at Gramercy Station was also com- 
pletely destroyed. The origin of the fire Is 
yet unknown, altnough it is believed to have 
been incendiary. 

The extensive repairs which are to be 
done at Jefferson College during the sum- 
mer vacation are already begun; the hereto- 
fore small refectory is being moved, and 
in its place will be built an immense struc- 
ture on the same s^yle as tiie exhibition hall 
which was built whilst Bishop Blenk was the 
college president and which is as fine a 
building as can be seen in this state. 

CON\'ENT. 



the assistance of a little moisture /the draw- 
back is evident. In brief a sad change has 
come over the prospects of this year's crop, 
and unless we get rain soon the conse- 
quences will prove disastrous. We are in- 
formed by parties who have traveled on both 
sides of the river, from New Orleans to 
Iberville, going down the bayou from Don- 
aldsonville, that the crops of St Charles, 
St John and St. James parishes are the 
poorest in the whole district The other 
sections having uad more rain than the 
three latter places accounts for the inferior- 
ity of our crops. 

The different spots which were infected 
with the "army worm" are reviving, the 
pest having been destroyed. Wherever they 
were found they made a clean sweep of all 
foliage but, fortunately, did not destroy the 
stalk. 

Not only are the cane and corn crops 
succumbing to this awful drought but also 
vegetable gardens. Everything therein Is 
scorched and the water-melons and musk- 
melons are drying up before maturing. It 
has been impossible to plant the sweet pota- 
toe crop yet, owing to the lack of sufficient 
moisture. 

Sugar drying is in progress on Pike's Peak 
of Messrs. Gaskins & Rolling. 

Mr. Alexandre Vega, of Alta Villa, visited 
Mr. A. M. Sobral, of Oak Alley plantation 
last Sundjay; also Mr. Fred Sobral. now 
manager of the Myrtle Grove store, of 
Messrs. Wllbert Bros., of Iberville parish. 

Mr. J. D. Gaskins, of Pike's Peak plan- 
tation, is recovering from a week's sickness. 

St. James. 



St. James— Right Bank. 

(8PBCIAL COBRESPOMDBKCI.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Everjrthing has become worse since our 
last report; that is. the drought is pro- 
longed and the crops dying out. Last Mon- 
day and Tuesday, cloudy skies and thunder 
and lightning sent a thrill of delight through 
everything and a sigh of relief escaped our 
lips, for the signs of a downpour were un- 
mistakable, but, after a bombastic display, 
they all passed ou! in a high wind, except 
a little shower here and there, but not 
enough to go any depth as the soil is as dry 
as a chip, and the heat is so intense it 
absorbs moisture before it penetrates deep- 
er than the surface. We are threatened 
with a season similar to the one which 
changed the good prospects of last year's 
crop at this time. Cane is drying up and 
its growth is so slow it is scarcely percept- 
ible to the naked eye. Corn in general is 
stunted, and is losing its hold fast, blasting 
the hopes of a good crop again this year. 
Peas are doing all they can, but without 



Lower Coast. 

(SPECIAL COBBESPOKDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

At this writing the long-desired rains have 
not yet arrived. During the intense heat 
prevailing from May 20th to 27th, and 
within the last few days, and owing to 
a deal of very high wind we have 
had, the avoporatlon has been so enor- 
mous as to cause the lack of rain to be felt 
with comparative severity. Cane is perhaps 
the hardiest of all the large crops cultivated 
in Louisiana. It will probably stand wider 
variations of heat and cold and greater ex- 
tremes of drouth and rainfall than any other. 
Hence it is even now flourishing and growing 
with great rapidity on most of the Lower 
Coast under the prevailing conditions of ex- 
cessive dryness of the ground and atmos- 
phere. However a considerable proportion 
of our local saccharine crop located on stilt 
lands has almost stopped growing for want 
of a normal degree of moisture. Unless it 
receive that indispensable benefit within the 
next week or ten days it is likely to be pre- 
maturely stunted, so that whatever the after- 
season may be it will never entirely recover 
from the effects of the injury sustained in 
this late-spring and early-summer drouth. 
These observations apply particularly to the 
upper portion of Plaquemine parish. On the 
three-fourths or more of the total cane area 
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of the parish lying below Jesuits' Bend the 
cane crop has had the advantage of at least 
double the amount of rainfall as compared 
with the precipitation above Jesuits' Bend. 
In the favored section the crop is very fine, 
and taken altogether is considerably ahead 
of what it was at this time last year, which 
crop of last year returned the largest amount 
x)f sugar ever produced on the right bank of 
Plaquemines parish. 

The heavy easterly winds which prevailed 
on the Lower Coast June 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 
unfortunately irrigated some of the back rice 
fields of the Polnte-arla-Hache and Grande 
Prairie districts wiin sea water. Under 
normal conditions this evil would have been 
prevented by having such fields previously 
covered with river water or rain water. But 
under the circumstances it was impossible to 
apply thiese protective measures, and where 
the undiluted sea water encroached on the 
fields the crops were eitiier killed or injured 
beyond recovery. If, as the preachers tell 
lis, **the Lord loveth whom he chasteneth/' 
Providence must cheri^ a very particular 
affection for the populace of the east bank 
of Plaquemines parish below Harlem. 

It is getting to be a question of back levee 
or exodus with cne residents of the left bank 
below Bohemia, unaided they are becoming 
hopeless in their long and unavailing strug- 
gle against the awful might of the Gulf 
storms. If there should be one more ^tuch 
tragic disaster before they can secure pro- 
tection with extraneous help, it is likely 
there will not be left on that side of the river 
in the region designated, enough residents 
to perform any part in the construction of 
those proposed rear defenses against the 
warring hurricanes. 

The spring truck crop of the Lower Coast 
bas nearly all been harvested. The small 
remnant of it has ~een injured and rendered 
unmarketable by the drouth to such an ex- 
tent as to cause a discontinuance of the daily 
■ truck train between New Orleans and Bar- 
thelmie Settlement, 'ihe early Irish potato 
crop was apparen^^y the most profitable of 
all of such harvests gathered. The prices of 
such ranged between $3 and $4 per barrel 
before the city markets became glutted with 
the regular arrivals of that esculent. 

When sugar returns to its normal price 
these limited truck farmers will return or 
devote their attention to cane-cuiture. As 
long as Louisiana's leading staple remains 
at an unreasonably low value they will con- 
tinue in and expand the early vegetable bus- 
iness; as they recognize the fact that they 
can produce more than twenty varieties of 
spring vegetables and get them into the 
large southern and northern markets on the 
average nearly a month earlier than the 
truck gardeners of any southern state except 
Florida. "G." 

June 12th, 1902. 



Patents Relatini: to Sugar. 

Reported for the Louisiana Planteb by Byrnes A 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National union Bldg. 
Washington, D. O. 

The patent issue for May 27, 1902, com- 
prises but a single number relating to the 



sugar industry. This is a patent issued to 
Mr. Charles Tennant Lee, of Boston, for a 
method of converting bagasse into paper 
pulp, and is the property, by assignment, 
of the Bagasse Pulp Company, a corporation 
of Maine. 

The patentee seeks to convert the bagasse 
into its ultimate fibers, and to this end he 
treats tlie material while still wet. or after 
previous moistening, with gaseous chlorin. 
For a moderately subdivided pulp, treatment 
for a period of from half an hour to an hour 
is found to be sufficient, the chlorin uniting 
in part with the contained water to form 
hydrochloric acid, and in part with the in- 
ter cellular matter of the bagasse to form 
therewith a soluble chlorin compound. Sub- 
sequent washing in water serves to remove 
the free chlorin, the chlorin compound above 
referred to, and the acid, after which the 
material may be bleached, again washed, 
beaten, and laid in the usual manner. 

A very interesting and suggestive device 
is patented, under date of June 3rd, to M. 
Georges Desaulles, of Bourbon, Puy-de-Dome, 
France. Its purpose is to purge masses 
cultes by separating the mother liquor from 
the crystals, and it seems to be a direct out- 
growth of the "return" methods of boiling 
now In favor. The grading of washes from 
the centrifugal is scarcely feasible and never 
satisfactory, but a perfect grading is e^ 
sential to the complete success of any method 
wherein sugar crystals formed in pure syrup 
are fed by a syrup of reduced purity. 

The purging device in question is not 
a centrifugal, but a vacuum separator, de- 
pending for the extraction of the mother 
liquor upon the air pressure upon horizontal 
bed of masse cuite, resting on a foramlnous 
bed, suction being applied to the chamber 
beneath. By an ingenious arrangement pre- 
sently to be described the operation is made 
continuous. 

The vacuum chamber resembles in shape 
a very low and wide vacuum pan, practical- 
ly lenticular in section. Around the peri- 
phery of the cover runs a horizontal an- 
nular trough for the masse cuite, communi- 
cating through its bottom with the interior 
of the chamber; this bottom is built up of 
layers of heavy perforated metal, clamping 
between them a suitable wire sieve, and "in 
operation the mother liquor is forced by the 
atmospheric pressure downwardly through 
the sieve into the interior of the chamber, 
to be continuously withdrawn therefrom 
through any appropriate seal. The with- 
drawal of the syrup from the vacuum cham- 
ber, as well as tue exhaustion of the air, 
is effected through a central, hollow, ver- 
tical standard upon which the entire pan 
is mounted for slow rotation. 

As will readily be understood, it Is neces- 
sary for maintenance of the vacuum that 
the trough be at all times filled with the 
masse cuite under treatment; it is also 
necessary for continuous operation that the 
purged crystals be continuously removed. 
This double function is accomplished by a 
simple and ingenious construction of the 



feed hopper, which is stationary and mount- 
ed directly above the slowly revolving 
trough. The forward end of tnls hopper is 
prolonged downwardly into a plow which pro- 
jects into the trough and deflects ah of the 
sugar crystals which have remained in the 
trough during one complete revolution, and 
which are therefore completely purged of 
the mother liquor, upwardly into the casing 
of a transverse screw conveyor. As the plow 
constitutes the front wall of the hopper, the 
unheated material is fed to the trough im- 
mediately behind it, thus avoiding any pos- 
sibility of breaking vacuum through an un- 
covered section of the bottom. The trans- 
verse conveyor v.elivers the crystals into a 
mixer from which they may be discharged 
into centrifu^^als .or completion of the wash- 
ing. 

The whole device is decidedly novel and 
more nearly resembles one of the vacuum 
filters used in the treatment of ores than 
an appliance of sugar manufacture. 



Personal. 



Our readers will be pained to learn that 
Mr. E. F. Dickinson, manager of the Georgia 
plantation on Bayou Lafourche, sufitered the 
loss, during the past week, of his sister. 

Mr. E. W. Deming — ^he of superheat fame 
—has moved to New York City and estab- 
lished an office there to meet the increasing 
demands for his clarification apparatus 
among foreign cane sugar producing coun- 
tries. He will have his headquarters there 
In the future. 

Mr. Deming came to this state in January, 
1890, representing the Walburn Swenson 
Company, then of Fort Scott, Kansas, in 
which work he was fairly successful. Soon 
afterwards he oegan experiments on what 
has developed into a system of clarifica- 
tion now in successful operation in every 
cane sugar producing country of the world, 
shipments recently going as far as Australia 
and Natal, South Africa. It is to facilitate 
the handling of such trade that he has found 
it necessary to establish himself in New 
York City. 

Mr. Deming carries with him the good 
wishes of a large host of friends throughout 
this state. 

The Louisiana business will be cared for 
as usual by Mr. C. Robert Churchill. 

Mr. H. A. Sieghortner, accompanied by his 
mother and sister, was the at the Cosmopoli- 
tain hotel on Thursday. Mr. Sieghortner, 
Mrs. Sieghortner and Miss Sieghortner were 
on their way to the western coast of Mex- 
ico where they will Join Mr. Sieghortner's 
father who has assumed the management 
of a place out taere. During the past cam- 
paign Mr. Siegnortner was at the Gramercy 
factory on the Upper Coast. 

Mr. C. O. Freeman, manager of the Chet- 
woode central factory of Mr. B. V. Weems, 
near Lecompte, La., was in the city on 
Thursday. Mr. Freeman has Just returned 
from quite an extended trip. 
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Berlin. 

(special corrkspondii^cb.) 

Berlin, May 24, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The cold and rough, and therefore quite 
unseasonable weather, has kept on with all 
its disadvantages for vegetation in general 
and for beet culture in particular. Moist 
precipitations have been again rather fre- 
quently reported. They consisted in some 
quarters of snowfalls, and besides this the 
rivers are so swollen as to threaten high 
water. But the most unfavorable circum- 
stance is the cold temperature. Only a 
small part of the beet kernels confided to the 
ground have germinated and come up and 
this part is now looking sickly and theli 
stand is gappy. What will become of the 
others is very questionable and if there has 
been some advance as compared with last 
year a backwardness of about a fortnight has 
taken the place of the former. And such has 
been the case in almost all beet growing 
countries, the weather exhibiting all around 
a nearly winter-like character. Only in Rus- 
sia they are more satisfied with the climatic 
conditions, warmth and moisture alternatii^ 
there in a desirable manner. But there they 
complain of the trumpet bug pest, but as the 
farmers have taken care to get the bugs, as 
early as possible, collected by children, the 
damage done is so far not important. The 
same beetle, by the way, has also made its 
appearance in Hungaria and it is feared 
that the pest there will assume' large dimen- 
sions, much to the detriment of the farmers 
of that country. 

The General Assembly of the Society for 
the Sugar Industry in Germany, which it was 
decided at first should take place in Ck)logn6, 
will now be held in Berlin, and, besides the 
routine work, the following subjects will be 
treated: "How should the alkalinity of raw 
beet sugar be determined?" "Is the prescribed 
method of determining the same still worthy 
of being applied?" "To what degree should 
the beet cuttings of the beets be pressed be- 
fore drying them?" "Can the employment of 
overheated steam be recommended for use in 
the sugar factories?" "Dr. Claussen's new 
boiling process." "The progress of agricul- 
ture and sugar manufacturing in the col- 
onies." "The future of the German beet cul- 
ture." "Kali as a fertilizer for sugar beets." 

• "The influence of the nematoxes on sugar 
beets." 

The section of the raw sugar factories has 
amongst others tne following subjects on 

. their order of the day: "The present condi- 
tion of the German sugar industry and the 
Brussels convention," "The use of sugar for 
cattle feeding and combined therewith the 
drying of beets and the drying of beet 
leaves." The sections of the refineries in a 
separate meeting will discuss the topic: "The 
Brussels convention and the refining indus- 
try." 

You see the different societies and branch 
societies have proposed to do a good deal of 



earnest work during their stay at Berlin on 
June 3-5, next 

The government of British East Ipdia has 
now decided to levy also a countervailing 
duty on sugar which in the country of pro- 
duction is enjoying some profit by means of 
kartels. The measure is considered as an 
onslaught on German and Austrian sugar 
with a view to exercise a pressure on the 
manufacturers of both countries in order to 
break their resistance against the Brussels 
convenlion. Meantime the agitation is car- 
ried on in this country. There are some 
parties who would be inclined to accept the 
provisions of the convention under certain 
conditions, the least of them being that the 
sugar tax should be largely reduced with a 
view to help the sugar consumption of the 
country; others want a new kind of con- 
tingenation, so that overproduction should 
be stopped effectually with a penal clause 
that any weight produced over and above 
the quantity fixed by the government should 
pay a heavy fine. '1 ne large majority of the 
landed proprietors and of sugar manufac- 
turers seem to incline for rejection, pure and 
simple. At least tae opinions pronounced in 
the different meetings, more especially of the 
former, denounce wue convention as the most 
fatal blow ever aimed at our national sugar 
industry. In these times of low prices for 
cereals and almost all agricultural produce, 
the beet helped to support the struggling 
farmers, which, they believe would be im- 
possible, or at least nearly so, if the conven- 
tion should be carried out. Let us hope 
these fears are exaggerated, though un- 
founded they are not. 

Molasses has been found to be a means of 
rendering good services for curing horses 
suffering of colic. A landed proprietor ob- 
served that a certain number of his horses 
became sick of colic and the means resorted 
to, change of diet, etc., were of no avail to 
restore the health of the animals. In this 
emergency the gentleman in question hit on 
the idea of using molasses and, lo, the health 
of the horses not only improved, but since 
giving molasses to the animals none of them 
got sick again. For horses 2 pounds of mo- 
lasses are given in a mixture of 8 to 12 
pounds of oatmeal or bran, which is the ra- 
tion per day for one horse. The mixture of 
peat dust, of which I wrote you several 
times, has also proved of curing effect with 
cattle, which is attributed to the acidity of 
the peat toning down the gas-producing qual- 
ities of other articles of fodder. 

The markets, as usually in a week marked 
and interrupted by holidays, have been very 
quiet, but there uas been a steady undertone 
which would have prevented prices from 
quotably dropping but for the considerable 
offerings of old and new crop. Buyers keep- 
ing aloof, transactions have been of the 
smallest account and at somewhat cheaper 
rates than a week ago. In Magdeburg actual 
88 per cent sugars have receded to M. 7.30- 
7.50, and delivery May was sold at Magde- 
burg at M. 6.226 f. o. b. Refined are un- 
changed, but quiet. Robt. Hennig. 



Havana. 

(special corbbspondbmcb.) 

Havana, June 7, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — A further decline in Lon- 
don for beet, together with a quieter demand 
in the United States, have interfered with 
business at this piace and planters who are 
able to hold their sugars, continue reluctr 
ant to part with them at ruling prices, which, 
in accordance with quotations from abroad, 
have declined another fraction. 

At the last hour, advices of a more ac- 
tive demand in New York induced purchas- 
ers to re-enter the market, but owing to the 
i\nwillingness of holders to accept ruling 
prices, only a light bulk of business could 
be transacted, sales closed adding up about 
33 to 34 thousand bags, for which prices rang- 
ing at from I.46V2 to 1.56Vi cent per pound 
for centrifugals, 94% to 96% degrees and 
.98% to 1 cent do. do. for molasses sugars, 
88-89 degrees, were obtained, the market clos- 
ing to-day rather quiet and nominal at said 
prices, which the majority of holders reject 

Crop and Weather Reports — Though it has 
rained at several places, during the week just 
elapsed, moisture is still much needed and 
the tardiness of the wet season in setting In 
this year, has caused great damage to the 
young cane, whose development is thereby 
detained and the greater part of spring plant- 
ing along the northern coast of the Santa 
Clara province, has already been destroyed 
by the drought, and if it does not rain soon 
and abundantly, the balance will probably 
suffer the same fate, which would show hea- 
vily on the next crop and constitute another 
drawback to planters and growers who ran 
into the expense of increasing the area of 
their culture. 

The number of factories that have termi- 
nated their crop has considerably increased 
since the commencement of the month, and 
for want of resources, several of those that 
have stopped grinding are neither planting 
for the next crop, nor cleaning their flelds; 
hardly ten factories are* still at work and 
among those that have recently extinguished 
their fires, the following are mentioned: 
"Santa Teresa," at Sagua; "Manuelita" and 
"Caracas," at Cienfuegos; "Santa Gertrudis" 
and "Alava" at Cardenas, which expected to 
prolong grinding till the middle of this 
month, low prices ruling and the decrease 
in the yield of the cane, on account of the 
persistent drought, offering no enticement to 
their proprietors and managers to continue 
operating them; in spite of this adverse cii^ 
cumstance, factory "Constancia" at Cienfue- 
gos is still grinding and it is said that it 
will stop only after it will have converted 
into sugar the three million arrobes (37,500 
tons) of cane it has still standing in the 
fields. 

'Sew Sugar Refinery — Messrs. Mantilla ft 
Co. have just mounted at Matanzas a sugar 
refinery which is delivering to the trade an 
article that consumers highly appreciate, not 
only on account of the low prices at which 
it is sold, but also because of its fine quality. 
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and aforesaid gentlemen contemplate If du- 
ties are lowered on refined sugars in the 
United States, to enlarge their refinery in 
order to be able to increase their production 
and export their products to New York and 
other large cities in the Union. 

Sugar Prospects — In view of the strong op- 
position of the Agrarian Party in Germany, 
it is uncertain whether the Reichstag will 
ratify or not the Brussels agreement regard- 
ing the suppression of bounties and the weak 
and vacillating situation of the sugar mar- 
ket is due to this uncertainty and to the bill 
that has Just been presented to the legisla- 
tive council of the British East Indies, to 
the effect of neutralizing the European boun- 
ties, either ofiicial or granted through the 
kartels, by imposing on all sugars protected 
in this manner, a discriminating duty and 
as such measure would close all the port« 
of said country to bountied sugars, it is like- 
ly that those from Egypt and Java should 
easily find their way there. Inasmuch as the 
British East Indies are large sugar consum- 
ers, the resolution just come to by their gov- 
ernment will be a powerful argument In be- 
half of those who advocate the suppression 
of bounties. 

On the other hand, the American market is 
also influenced by the question of reciprocity 
with Cuba and there is so much disposable 
sugar in all the producing countries of the 
world, especially in Oermany, that refiners 
need not show any hurry to accumulate 
stocks; but the situation would change if the 
Brussels agreement were approved, since the 
suppression of bounties would allow holders 
to retain their sugars until next year, which 
would certainly cause prices to advance. The 
future course of the sugar market therefore 
depends solely upon the resolution Germany 
and Austria come to, in regard to aforesaid 
agreement of Brussels. ^ T. D. 



Hawaii. 

(special c0krk8pondbnck.) 

Honolulu, May 28, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Prof. R. L. C. Perkins, a noted naturalist 
who has been in Hawaii for some years on a 
scientific tour of investigation for the Brit- 
ish Museum, has at the request of the Plant- 
ers' Association, prepared some very valu- 
able information in regard to the pests with 
which the cane fields of Hawaii are afflicted. 
His report upon the subject has been pub- 
lished ior distribution among the planters of 
the country and is extremely valuable to 
them. 

Professor Perkins says there are fifteen 
species of insects more or less injurious to 
cane, and classifies them as follows: 

"Beetles — 

(1) The cane-borer (Sphenophorus ob- 
scurus). 

(2) Long-horned beetle (Aegosoma re- 
flexum). 

(3) Small borer (Hypothenemus sp?). 

(4) Nitidulid beetle (Haptoncus sp?). 
Caterpillars — 

(1) Omlodes accepta and probably the 



very closely allied species. 

(2) O. epicentra. 

(3) The 'peelua' (Spodoptera mauritia). 
Flies — 

(1) Pour-banded fiy (Fam. Ortalidce, 
perhaps Euxesta annonse). 
Crickets, etc. — 

(1) Mole-cricket (Gryllotalpa africana). 

(2) Short-horned grasshopper (Oxya 
velox). 

(3) Long-honred grasshopper fXiphi- 
dium fuscum). 

Bugs — 

(1 and 2) Leaf-hoppers (2 species) 
(Fu Igor idee). 

(3) Plant-louse (Aphis sp?). 

(4) Mealy-bug (Dactylopius sp?). 

•*(2) Generally speaking in what manner 
do they affect the cane, and about what 
would you judge their relative injurious ac- 
tion to be? 

"The above listed species may be 'divided 
according to their mode of attack as follows: 

(1) Boring in the stem, or eating or cut- 
ting the underground stem or roots — Spheno- 
phorus, Aegosoma, Hypotnenemus, Gryllo- 
talpa. 

(2) Eating leaves only — Omiodes, Oxya, 
Xiphidium, Spodoptera (the latter only on 
young leaves). 

(3) Sucking juices, generally from leaves 
— Dactylopius, Aphis, and leaf-hoppers. 

(4) Feeding on parts attacked by some of 
the immediately preceding species — Hapton- 
cus. 

"By far the most injurious of these insects 
is the 'borer* wherever it occurs in numbers, 
and its work is of course well known to you. 
The long-horn beetle (Aegosoma) is of little 
importance, only attacking cane accidentally. 
Its natural food is the decaying wood of for- 
est trees and it would at most be found for a 
few years on cane land, which has at no very 
long period since borne forest trees. In 
such situations the larvffi might remain for 
some years eating cane only when driven by 
starvation or in search of suitable food. The 
Hypothenemus belongs to the same group of 
beetles as the notorious 'shot-borer' of the 
West Indies. I have only noticed it in re- 
fuse cane, especially such as has been par- 
tially burnt, but it might, if much of this 
were left lying, multiply to an excessive ex- 
tent and then attack healthy plants, as is 
known to be the case with allied kinds of 
beetles. 

"The caterpillars of the two Omiodes feed 
on grasses as well as cane leaves. Conse- 
quently though extremely abundant their at- 
tack is spread over a very large area. More- 
over, they are a favorite food of an abundant 
native wasp, which exists on the islands at 
all seasons in millions of individuals. Enor- 
mous numbers of these caterpillars must be 
destroyed by the wasps since each of the lat- 
ter is bred at the expense of from four to a 
dozen of the former, and with a steady popu- 
lation of millions of wasps throughout the 
year there are evidently several broods of 
these hatched in this period. Should any 



: bird or parasite insect be imported which 
would diminish the numbers of or extermi- 
; nate these wasps, x anticipate that the citter- 
• pillars would do excessive damage both to 
cane and pasture lands, the more so on ac- 
count of their habits, they would be them- 
selves subject to the attacks of birds." 

The plant-louse and mealy-bug he says are 
I held in check by the lady-bird, which has 
[been imported for that purpose. The "leaf- 
hoppers" are also said to injure the cane, 
when present in excessive numbers. 

C. F. Eckert, director of the Experiment 
Station, draws from the report of Prof. Per- 
M.ins the following conclusions: 

"From what has been said concerning the 
danger of introducing these various cane 
pests into the islands, we beneve it is made 
evident that no precaution should be omitted 
which will assist In averting such injurious 
consequences. Ihe endeavor to substitute 
hardier and thriftier canes tor certain local- 
ities where climatic condftions and present 
varieties seem incompatible is but a natural 
desire, but such substitutions are apt to do 
more harm than good if we are at the same 
time to accommodate prolific ureeding pests 
of a serious nature on our cane uelds. 

"By a proper system of cane examination 
and fumigation together with the inspection 
of other plants entering these islands, this 
danger will be reduced to a minimum. 

"Senders of cane should be requested to 
exclude leaf-wrapping from their consign- 
ments and to prepare only perfectly sound 
sections for shipment. The simple sealing 
of the ends of seed canes with paraffine, and 
wrapping the individual pieces with paper 
before bagging will insure the best keeping 
conditions and the least danger of introduc- 
ing destructive insects." 

The new Kona mill will begin working 
next week, and then it will be possible to 
turn out forty tons of sugar per day. The 
railroad and the new carrier lines of wire 
cable are also ready and the plantation will 
be in full working swing. The first ship- 
ment of sugar from the Kona plantation was 
received this week, consisting of 3,000 bags, 
and will be transhipped to the coast. The 
cane is reported to be turning out well, and 
the laborers are satisfied now that they will 
receive the wages still due them, from sales 
of sugar. Kaka. 



Per5onal. 

E. W. Wiley, Jr., of Lecompte, La., was 
at the Grunewald hotel a few days ago, 
having come down to the city on business. 
Mr. Wiley is an inventor of much note and 
has done a good deal to facilitate the handl- 
ing of cane. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, the well-known su- 
gar planter of Assumption parish, was at 
the St. Charles hotel recently and was ac- 
companied by Mrs. Barton. 

Mr. Charles V. Moore, of the Waubun plan- 
tation in Terrebonne parish, was in the city 
on Monday. Mr. Moore is a close student of 
both the scientific and practical sides of the 
sugar industry and he has been instrumental 
in bringing about some very fine results at 
Waubun, especially in the field. 

Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



386 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 24. 



BEET SUGAR. 



Beet 3ui:ar Notes. 

The Ontario Beet Sugar Company, whose 
headquarters are at Berlin, Canada, has been 
securing beet acreage in an original way. 
All that the farmers have to do is to pre- 
pare the ground for the seed. The company 
does the thinning and all the rest of the 
work and pays $10.00 an acre for the use 
of the land. Some contracts have been made 
on this basis covering two or three years. 

Prof. H. W. Wiley, of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, who is a native 
of Indiana, is especially interested in the 
beet sugar industry in that state. Prof. 
Wiley says that all the state of Indiana 
north of a line through Logansport is admir- 
ably adapted both in climate and soil for 
raising sugar beets and he considers the 
northern counties of Indiana as being quite 
as good for sugar *beet raising as tjhe cele- 
brated Michigan sugar beet district. Fur- 
thermore he believes that the natural gas 
in the Indiana gas belt could be used to 
great advantage in reducing the cost of 
sugar manufacture. 

The Pueblo Indians, who are nearly allied 
to the Mexicans, are being used to some ex- 
tent in taking care of the beet fields in the 
Arkansas Valley. This work, for which 
they are well suited, will give employment 
to a great many of them. Since time im- 
memorial these Indians have been familiar 
with irrigation and they will require but 
little instruction to intelligently perform the 
work which they are set to do in the beet 
fields. 

It is said that a beet sugar factory will 
certainly be erected at Sterling, Colo., next 
year. Contracts have been made for 5,000 
acres of beets and the factory will be built 
on land which is owned partly by the Union 
Pacific Railroad and partly by the Burling- 
ton Route. 

Recent rains around Greeley, Colo., have 
greatly encouraged the beet growers in that 
vicinity. They were afraid that their seeds 
would not sprout as no rain fell to supply 
the necessary moisture and the seeds can 
not be sprouted by irrigation. Thousands of 
acres were in a dangerous situation and not 
only the owners of the land but the hun- 
dreds of laborers who had been brought in 
to thin and weed the beets were overjoyed 
when the requisite rainfall came and saved 
the situation. 

It is reported that four tactories are to 
be erected by the Sugar Trust in the north- 
ern part of Colorado this year, and in addi- 
tion to these there are six independent fac- 
tories in operation so that Colorado will be 
turning out nearly, if not quite, as much 
beet sugar as the wonderful beet sugar 
state of Michigan. 

Port Collins, Colorado, sugar factory has 
5,000 acres under contract, the new contracts 
being more advantageous to beet growers 
in many ways than the old ones in use last 
year. 

The newspapers of Greeley, Colo., report 
the arrival there of a special train of six 
coaches bearing 56 families who were 
brought in for the purpose of working in 
the beet fields. The newcomers were Ger- 
mans in speech but came from Russian ter- 
ritory and they seemed an intelligent lot 
and each family was assigned to a differ- 
ent farmer. In religion they were members 
of the Lutheran and Reformed churches. 

The sugar beet factory at Caro, Mich., is 
to be remodeled and enlarged for the next 
campaign and it is said when all the im- 
provements are completed it will be the sec- 
ond largest beet sugar factory in the United 
States. 



Work on the factory at Sebewalng, Mich., 
is progressing favorably and rapidly. It is 
being built by Sebewaing and Saginaw capi- 
talists and the contract price is $600,000. 
Its capacity will be 600 tons of beets per day 
and it will be a mammoth structure, five 
stories high, and equipped with the most 
modern apparatus. As an adjunct to this 
factory there will be a complete system of 
fine roads built. The sugar company and 
the taxpayers dividing the cost between 
them. 

The sugar factory to be built at Charle- 
voix, Mich., will be a modern 600 ton plant. 
Mill creek will be used for procuring the 
necessary water supply and will furnish 5,- 
000,000 gallons of pure water every 24 hours. 
EigQt 250 H. P. water tube boilers and two 
400 H. P. Corliss engines will furnish the 
necessary power. There will be 14 diffusion 
cells, 4 evaporators, 2 vacuum pans, 12 
crystal llzers, 2 batteries of centrifugals, 26 
steam pumps and an electric lighting plant. 
It is claimed by the promoters of this fac- 
tory that a plant at Charlevoix of 600 tons 
capacity will equal a plant in Southern 
Michigan of 1,200 tons capacity because in 
southern Michigan they are handicapped by 
t&e freezing and tuawing of the beets while 
at Charlevoix the beets will stay frozen, 
in which condition they are easy to slice and 
work up. President R. R. Bane, of the Na- 
tional Construction Company, which is 
building this factory, is very enthusiastic 
over the location of it. 

Howell, Mich., expects to have a beet su- 
gar factory next year. A large acreage is 
being planted in beets around Howell this 
season and these beets will be shipped this 
year to the sugar factory at Lansing. 

Mr. C. A. Granger, of Greeley, Colo., a 
man of immense experience in beet sugar 
matters, has been investigi»tlng, with Messrs. 
E. R. Griffin & Company, of Denver, the con- 
ditions in the Laramie i-iains of Wyoming. 
Several large tracts of land were recently 
secured on this plateau and the idea now 
is to cultivate sugar beets there. Prof. 
Knight, of the State University, has also 
been in consultation with Mr! Granger con- 
cerning the possibilities of successful sugar 
beet culture on the Laramie Plains. 

The sugar beet factory at Betteravia, Cal., 
will start up in July this year, which will 
be earlier than any other in the state and 
will give them a very long season. They 
have about 5,000 acres of beets to work up. 
The land in the vicinity of the factory has 
proved to be splendid for beet cultivation. 
It rents for $12.00 an acre and produces 
about double the revenue derived in other 
places for such land. Many of the largest 
areas in the vicinity are in the hands of 
Chinamen. The factory at Betteravia uses 
oil as fuel. 

The Valley Sugar Company in Michigan 
has made a contract with the Kilby Manu- 
facturing Company to increase the capacity 
of its plant from 600 tons a day to 800 tons 
a day. The factory will be completed in 
August and is one of the few factories in 
this county which will start off with an 
initial capacity of 800 tons of beets per 
day. 

The Michigan Sugar Company, at Bay 
City, Mich., has a larger beet acreage un- 
der contract this year than ever before. Be- 
sides overhauling the machinery there will 
be quite a number of Improvements added 
to the factory. The farmers who raise only 
a few acres of sugar beets last year have 
this year applied to the factory for con- 
tracts covering in many cases double the 
acreage that they have ever had before. 

This year the beet sugar factories in 
Michigan will consume more than 100,000 
^res of sugar beets. The first factory in 



Michigan secured less than 8,000 acres, scat- 
tered over 20 counties, which shows the re- 
markable success made of the beet sugar 
industry in that state. 



Southern Railway. 

The Southern Railway is the great Trunk 
Line between New Orleans and Washing- 
ton, D. C, Baltimore, Philauelphia and New 
\ork, with double daily vestibule Trains, 
Observation, Library and luxurious Dining 
Cars. 

Large and elegant PuUmans from New 
Orleans through to Washington and New 
York without change. Only 34 hours to 
Washington, D. C, and 40 hours to New 
YorK. City Ticket Office, 704 Common street 
(next to ladies' entrance St. Charles Hotel). 

C. M. MCMILLAN, Asst. Ticket Agt 

M. R. POWERS, D. P. A. 

J. C. ANDREWS, Southwestern Pa8& 
Agent. ♦ 



Trade Notes. 



Exeter Machine Works. — The Plajjtkb is in 
receipt of the handsome catalogue of this 
company which contains a number of illus- 
trations of their horse power hoisting drums 
and hoisting engines as well as illustrations 
of a number of other labor saving devices, 
particularly well adapted for the handling of 
sugar cane. There are not many concerns 
in this country so well equipped as the Exe- 
ter Machine Works for turning out high 
grade apparatus of this particular character, 
and all of our sugar planters who may be 
contemplating the purchase of hoisting en- 
gines, or cane handling apparatus of any 
kind, should communicate with them at their 
main office in Piiiston, Pa. The catalogue 
above mentioned is quite a valuable little 
book and contains a large amount of infor- 
mation which would be interesting to all of 
our readers, and the Exeter Machine Works 
would be glad to send copies to any address 
in the United States or elsewhere. 



Personal 



Mr. J. A. Kahao, of West Baton Rouge par- 
ish, was in the city on a visit a few days 
ago. Mr. Kahao registered at the St Charles 
hotel. 

Mr. W. C. Harris, of Alexandria, La., was 
at the St. Charles hotel during the early 
part of the week. Mr. Harris comes from 
the extreme upper portion of the cane belt. 

Mr. H. W. Pattin, who several years ago 
was at the Morbihan plantation in Iberia 
parish, and who has been for the past two 
years at the Tlnguaro sugar factory in Cuba, 
is in Louisiana again on a visit. Mr. Pattin 
expects to return to Cuba in time for the 
next crop. J 

Mr. Denis Burguieres, manager of the im- 
mense Burguieres plantation at Cypremort, 
in St. Mary parish, was in the city last 
Thursday and attended the regular monthly 
meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association on Thursday night. 

Mr. BYed Grace, one of the best known 
traveling salesmen in the sugar district, was 
in New Orleans on Thursday. Mr. Grace 
is always so busy making sales that he does 
not have as many opportunities to come to 
see us as we would like. 

Mr. Prank Davies returned during the past 
week from an eight weeks' trip through 
Yucatan, San Domingo, Cuba and Porto Rico. 
There are few men who have explored a 
wider section of the sugar planting world 
than Mr. Davies and he enjoys an acquaint- 
ance among sugar planters of all nationali- 
ties from one end of the earth to the other. 
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Howard's Sugar Cano Loader. 

(A paper by T. J. Howard, read before the Lonlt- 
laoa Sagar Planters' Assooiatlon, June IS, IMS.) 

Gentlemen: Being the inventor and pa- 
tentee of The Howard Sugar-Cane Loader, I 
haye been adyised by Mr. L. M. Soniat, of 
Iberville, a member of your body, to attend 
the meeting of your Association to-night 
and explain anything you may desire to 
know concerning my machine. I have tried 
my machine several times, on many places, 
the names of which I will mention, and it 
proved a success at each and every trial. 

xhe first trial of my "Loader" was made 
on Mr. Simon Leblanc's Monticello planta- 
tion. This was on the 5th uay of February, 
1901, loading seed sugar cane. The second 
trial was made on Mr. L. N. Folse's Texas 
plantation, on October 24th, 1901, in the 
presence of Messrs. T. D. Spiller, manager 
Cora and Anandale plantations; Gen. W. J. 
Behan, owner of A^hambra plantation; O. S. 
Templet, manager of the 'lexas, and a good 
many others. On February 19th, 1902, I 
had a trial on ^i.r. L. M. Soniat's Cedar 
Grove plantation, in the presence of Mr. 
Soniat, his manager, Mr. Oswald Whaley; 
Messrs. Trahan and Daigle, Mr. Fred Grace, 
of Plaquemine, and many otner planters. 
At this trial I loaded two (2) carts in eight 
minutes with five green laboring men work- 
ing Jie machine. 

I now wish to call your attention to a few 
of the many advantages of this invention of 
mine: 

First, you can load two carts at the same 
time. Second, two men and three boys are 
all that are required to load the two carts at 
the same time; or you can use two women 
in place of two of the boys. You will find 
that tae women will like ioaoing the carts 
as well, if not better, than cutting cane." 
inird, this loader of mine will take the 
cane off of the ground as clean as by hand 
and place same into the carts better than 
by hand, for the trip-chain will bind the 
cane while elevating. Fourti., the cane is 
not to be handled oy hand at all. Fifth, 
when you have finished with the loading of 
cane you can use the trucK for any other 
purpose. 

The loader is moved along .n the field by 
two horses. When it comes to a pile of 
cane you desire to take up, you place the 
forks opposite this pile on the ground, or 
in other words, in the furrow bottom, with 
the cane laid across. The end of the chain, 
which is adapted to be registered with the 
trip on the rack, must be couplea to the 
trip. Then tbe other end of the chain is 
inserted under the pile of cane at about 
its middle, when the loader is moved for- 
ward, which causes the forks to go under 
and over the pile of cane. The boys will 
IMuss «^e free end of the chain back over to 
the men who stand at the forks. The men 
will secure the chain to the lug which is 
on the Arms. The Iiorses, In the rear, are 
driven by a boy, until the forks are at the 
proper height. The men Wxii then let the 
arms swing over the carts. When they de 
sire to release the sugar cane from the 
chain, they pull the rope which is attached 
to the lever of trip. While ihe men are oper- 
ating on this pile, the boys will pass the 
extra chains under the next pile of cane 
which is to be elevated. After the cane 
has been released from the chains, the boy 
who drives the horses to elevate the* cane 
will uncouple the cable from the trip by 
pulling the rope which is attached to the 
lever of the trip which the double-tree is 
attached to. The cable will return back to 
the loader alone. The boy will drive his 
horses back to the loader while the men are 
preparing to take up the next pile of sugar 
cane. 

I shall be pleased to answer all questions 



or furnish any further information desired 
about my sugar cane loader. 



Burning Oil and Bagasse, 

(A paper by Mr. Ht. M. Stbwart, read before tbe 
Loaisiana Bagar Planters' Assooiatlon Jolo 12, 
1908.) 

Gentlemen: the articles headed "About 
Fuel Oil, and Fuel Oil in Bagasse Furnaces," 
pul^lished in that valuable paper. The Louis- 
iana Planter and Suoab Manufacturer, 
have caused me to design an attachment for 
the oven type of bagasse burner, of which 
attachment I submit herewith a rough and 
hastily made drawxng. The drawing while 
not as complete as it shoula be by half, deals 
with a type so familiarly known that I 
think that it cannot fail to convey my ideas. 

The furnace will (I am satisfied) give 
excellent results with either or both oil or 
bagasse burned together or separately. 

The cost of the addition is trifling com- 
pared to that of installing a new burner to 
those who now own and operate the oven 
type of bagasse burner that is so common 
in Louisiana, the material required to make 
the change being: 

A T for the blower delivery pipe with two 
valves for same pipe. 

The fire brick for the perforated arch. 

The perforated air pipe (marked "E" in 
the drawing) which would best be a gas 
pipe same size as delivery pipe of blower, 
and which has a cap screwed on the farther 
end from the blower connection, the pipe 
extending the full length of the furnace, 
and being perforated its entire length, 

The burner nozzles or atomizers with their 
connecting pipe ( Q,*' in the drawing). 

The bevel gear wheels ("G," in the draw 
ing). 

The vertical shaft "P" with its boxes"M" 
and "N." 

The horizontal shaft "O." 

The hub of the scatterer "C," with its 
arms, which arms consist of two pieces of 
1-inch rod iron bent at aji angle of 45 de- 
grees with the horizontal. 

Most of the above list can be found in the 
junk pile of nearly any sugar house. 

In this burner the oil is burned below the 
fire brick arch and the bagasse on and above 
it, the oil being atomized, by the burners, 
and vaporized and ignited (at the start) by 
the heat from a small fire (air being fur- 
nished through the perforations in "E" from 
the blower) such as would be made by a 
broken up lime barrel or even by several 
torches on short poles. 

The flames would pass up through the 
perforated arch (which would soon become 
incandescent) and through the layer of 
bagasse on top. 

To start the furnace in operation, put 
some kindling in the chamber ''L" at each 
pair of burners, ignite it, start the blower 
going to furnish oxygen, and then turn on 
the burners; then, if it desired to use it, 
the furnace is ready for bagasse or can 
continue with oil. 

When the mill starts the bagasse is 
brought on the carrier from which it falls 
onto the chute in wads or lumps as it has 
always done, slides down and strikes on the 
hub and arms of the scatterer "C," which 
will scatter it more or less evenly over the 
upper surface of the arch to be burned, and 
the furnace will be in use burning both oil 
and bagasse. But by turning off the oil 
burners and continuing to supply air 
through the pipe *'E," and the arch "D," the 
burner will be purely a bagasse burner of a 
much higher efficiency than it was before 
the arch and the scatterer were put in, and 
will not need the regular daily cooling and 
cleaning of the oven burner, for by shutting 
down the other boilers in the mill, and fir- 
ing the burner hard with oil. during the I 



daily washing up, the arch will become so 
heaced that the slag that is always left in 
the bagasse burners will melt and run 
through the openings in the arch. Some will 
stick, of course, but it can be easily re- 
moved on Sundays, when the house is idle. 

When burning either oil or bagasse, or 
both, no air should be admitted above the 
arch, but by putting valves in the air pipe, 
and leaving it intact; the old nozzles could 
be left in place and if desired could be used, 
and might be convenient should the fire bum 
too much to the edges, caused by the layer 
of bagasse being thinner there than in the 
middle of the arch. 

The burner can be made to accommodate 
any number of boilers just as the old oven 
burner was, but was chiefly thought of to 
assist those who used the oven burners and 
wished to improve them, or to bum oil with 
thjeir bagasse. 



Fuel Economy in Hawaii. 

Kaukaiau, Hawaii, May 13, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

It is the desire of most engineers of these 
islands to run the sugar mill on bagasse 
filone, but this is not always easy of attain- 
ment In fact, when the fibre content is as 
low as 8.5 per cent it is said to be impossible. 
The difficulty of doing all of this work with 
trash, or bagasse alone, will be appreciated 
when it is stated that late experiments have 
demonstrated that there are but 1848 B. T. 
U. of available heat in 1 pound of bagasse 
containing 50 per cent of moisture. This is 
after deducting the amount of heat required 
to evaporate the moisture m the bagasse, 
and the loss in flues, or chimney. In fact, I 
consider this a difficult problem, and one of 
the finest points in sugar mill engineering, 
for no matter what the fibre content may be, 
if the other arrangements are not about 
perfect, it cannot be done. 

Again, the advent of the nine-roller mill 
has wonderfully increased these dlfBculties, 
and there are but few places, or mills, that 
have changed from a 5-roller to a 9-roller 
mill but what have found it difficult, and in 
some or most cases impossible to do the 
work on bagasse alone. At the Kaukaiau 
mill when the change was made from a five 
to a nine-roller mill, the same difficulty oc- 
curred and we at once set to work to ascer- 
tain the cause. This proved a very perplex- 
ing thing to do, as we had as we supposed, 
got everything in the finest condition. We 
had raised the steam from 70 to 100 pounds 
for the use t)f the steam engines, and kept 
the pressure at about 60 j>ounds for the boil- 
ing house, as this pressure is considered to 
be the most economical for evaporating pur- 
poses. We had indicated all of the engines 
(one for each of the three-roller mills) and 
had set all of the valves as nearly perfect as 
possible. W« experimented with the three- 
roller mills for the purpose of getting the 
best possible extraction with the least 
amount of power. This may appear to be a 
difficult thing to do, and may be, but it can 
be done. We also experimented with differ- 
ent methods of firing. At times we fired 
heavy, at others light, and also experimented 
with the dampers, and air supply. We also 
gave the boiler .ani tubes an extra cleaning. 
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but to little purpose. We also again over- 
hauled the boiling house to see that no 
steam was wasted. Extra precautions were 
taken to trap the exhaust steam, and to see 
that none of the water of condensation was 
lost. 

The exhaust steam was used in the Juice 
heater, in the clariflers, the triple efltect and 
at times in the vacuum pans. The water of 
condensation from the same ran to the hot 
well. Still all was to no purpose. Various 
other things were tried during the season, 
but nothing seemed to avail anything. So 
We concluded that the old arrangement would 
not suit the new conditions, and we resolved 
to make a new departure. We had decided 
by this time that either the boiler setting, 
or the furnaces, were at fault; and that the 
changes must be looked for in better com- 
bustion. However, from long consideration 
of this subject, and from argument, and 
from enquiries of what they were doing in 
other mills, we concluded that the furnaces 
were mainly at fault, and proved this to be 
the case. We argued that a higher furnace 
temperature was what was necessary. The 
higher the temperature of the furnace, the 
greater will be the efficiency and economy of 
the fuel, which is now generally admitted. 
Our first object was to make such alteration 
in the furnaces as would secure the highest 
possible temperature with a natural draught. 

For this reason we brought the furnace 
back some 3^ feet; 5 feet is better, and 
arched over the top, but leaving an opening 
in the top for admitting fuel, so that the 
fires could be fired automatically, instead 
of by hand, as was formerly the case. In 
this arrangement the fire first comes in con- 
tact with the brick arch, which permits of a 
much higher furnace temperature than when 
the flame or heat first comes in contact with 
the boiler. This gave an immense improve- 
ment. We also put in air pipes in the front 
of the bridge wall, and left small fines along 
the side of the furnace, all of which proved 
of great service. We also lowered the flame 
bed, making it about 4 feet at back of bridge 
wall, and about 7% feet at end of boiler. A 
flame bed of this depth I consider a great 
advantage over shallow flame beds, as it 
gives plenty of room for the gases to com- 
bine and mix and to secure perfect, or at 
least better combustion. 

This furnace is, I believe, what you call 
the Dutch oven furnace, with the modifica- 
tion mentioned. With this style of furnace 
and by the aid of the Arndt's gas weighing 
apparatus, which we got to test the gases, we 
have been enabled to solve the fuel question, 
and not only to run the mill with bagasse 
alone, but to leave sufficient over for drying 
all of the number four sugar and to supply 
fuel for the landing boiler as well, while the 
average maceration with the exception of 
last year, when water was not obtainable, 
has been 14 per cent. 

I should like to make a correction of an 
error that got into my last letter. In stat- 
ing that $25,000,000 had been spent for pump- 



ing plants, and sugar mills, in one year, it 
should have been that the total expense of 
all the sugar mills and pumping plants of 
the islands, cost $25,000,000. The 40 miles 
of pipe line, should read pipe line and 
ditches. 

I also regret to say that I find that I wrote 
too sanguinely of the McBryde plantation In 
comparing it with Ewa plantation. I flnd 
from the yearly report that while it may in 
time become a good plantation, it can never 
compare with the Ewa plantation. It is my 
intention to give only reliable information, 
but it is difficult at times to get at the exact 
truth, or to know; exactly Just what is being 
done. However, I don't think I have made 
many great mistakes. 

Geo. Osbobne. 



Stray Qlimpses of the History of the 
Cuban Su^ar Industry. 

BT SANTIAGO DOD. 
IV. 

The next or second stage of the industry 
began with the introduction of the ox-mill. 
There is probably no record of the date, or 
even year when this change took place, nor 
is it clear whether this was effected by a 
gradual transition from the small primitive 
horse mill, or whether the first-ox-mlll was 
imported complete. It seems probable, how- 
ever, that when the demand for sugar in- 
creased, and the freer importation of African 
slaves permitted a more rapid development 
of the manufacture, the flrst tendency to- 
ward improvement would naturally be, the 
remedying of the principal impediment to a 
larger output, which was the small size of 
the kettles, these being originally so diminu- 
tive as to keep even the horse mills idle most 
of the time. This led to making them at 
home from the copper extracted in small 
quantities from the mines that up to that 
time had only been utilized for casting can- 
non. Mani^el Vicente, renter of the Escam- 
bray mine, was the flrst to attempt this. 

These were gradually increased in size un- 
til they held hundreds of gallons, and the 
"tren Jimagua," or more properly the "tren 
semelo," or twin kettle train, was evolved. 
Although as late as forty years ago there 
were still old men who had seen these 
"trains" in use, the way in which they were 
worked is not very clear, but as wood was 
mostly used for firing them, and economy of 
fuel was becoming more and more a neces- 
sity, it is likely that they had a common 
furnace; and the juice seems to have been 
run from large troughs hollowed from trunks 
of trees, into one kettle and skimmed, to be 
boiled when cleansed into the other as syrup, 
and cooked down to masse culte. However 
this may have been, they finally increased to 
a size that evinced the ineflSciency of the 
horse mills, and evidently led to a multi- 
plication of these in order to maintain con- 
stant work. In time this defect must neces- 
sarily have led to the Introduction of the ox 
mill to furnish a more rapid supply. 

There seems to be no way of determining 



even approximately the time this change was 
being effected, except that of ascertaining 
the epoch in which a marked increase of 
production was coincident, with a diminu- 
tion or but slight increase, of the number of 
plantations. 

The manufacture of sugar at Havana 
seems to have first been accomplished by 
Gonzalez Velosa, and the first factory to have 
been established at the Chavez bridge, now 
in the central part of the city. This was 
during the year 1532 or about thirteen years 
after Havana was moved to its present site, 
from Batabano, where it was founded in 
1515. This plantation was probably worked 
by, and owed its existence to, a part of a 
gang of three hundred African slaves intro- 
duced in the year 1524, and was apparently 
the first importation openly made in Cuba. 

As slaves had been taken to Haiti as early 
as 1505, there can be little doubt with the 
demand for laborers created by the gradual 
extermination of the aborigines, that many 
had been surreptitiously introduced; there 
is, in fact, fair evidence that such was the 
case. These 300 were all men and no wom- 
en were brought until the year 1528. In 
1544 Havana had a population of only forty 
white residents, 120 free Indians, and 200 
slaves, who were partly natives and partly 
Africans, and it was not until about 1567 
that the plantation of Anton Recio Castano 
/to whom was ceded the lirst mayorazzo or 
entail in Cuba in 1558) was founded at Regla 
upon the harbor, under tue name of Qual- 
canamar. 

In 1532 the Crown gave to the municipali- 
ties (these had been established as early as 
1521) the power to cede lands, and the flrst 
"merced" or concession was made by the 
town of Sancti Spiritus in 1536. Previously 
(March 5th, 1528) the procurators of Ha- 
vana, Puerto Principe, and Baracoa, had met 
at Santiago de Cuba to agree as to what 
steps should be taken to induce the king to 
permit the introduction of VOO Africans from 
the Cape de Verde islands; Claiming that the 
Indians were useless; that the negroes 
should be allowed to marry (as there were 
no negresses it is to be supposed that the 
object was to give them Indian women); 
that his majesty send 700 negresses, or allow 
them to be brought, or to permit them to in- 
troduce Indians from the continent as slaves 
and also to lend them money to pay gangs to 
capture the runaway natives. It is worthy 
of note that it was not until the year 1645 
(more than a century later) that the flrst 
American slaver made a voyage to the coast 
of Africa, six years after the Dutch had 
taken slaves to Virginia. 

In the year 1515 the few remaining abor- 
igines who were wandering about Havana 
and ending their misery by suiciae, had been 
collected at Guanaoacoa, and given small 
plots of land. It is worth noting also, as an 
evidence of the condition of the times and 
defenseless state at that date of the present 
capital of the new republic, that during the 
same year the buccaneers coolly entered the 
harbor of Havana and leisurely carried off 

Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



June 14, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACT JftER. 



389 



three thousand hides stored there for ship- 
ment. 

In the year 1576 several new plantations 
were made in the neighbornood of the city, 
one of which, owned by George Diaz, seems 
to have been of considerable importance, and 
about this time tne confusion which had ex- 
isted in regard to land measurement was 
ended, by fixing the size of the "caballerla" 
(33 1-3 acres) — tne **hato" and the "solar" 
or lot. 

The incessant demand for laborers in- 
creased the introduction of slaves, bringing 
them directly from Africa, and up to the 
year 1581 over 76,000 had been brought and 
at least 10,000 of these to the vicinity of 
Havana. There was another event during 
this year that deserves recording, as an evi- 
dence of the clericalism and superstition of 
the times. The city fathers proclaimed 
Saint Macial protector of the city, in order 
to free it from the plague of — ants. 

In the year 1588 the sugar industry about 
Havana suffered from the invasion of Ad- 
miral Drake (who was always called a pirate 
in the public documents) and a chance shot 
deprived this history of some interesting 
data by burning the public archives. The 
following year Juan Tejeda took command 
as the first governor general of the island, 
and Havana was officially named its capital. 

As early as 1535 the Crown gave permis- 
sioi^ to create sugar plantations, but the 
privileges conceded to the planters of the 
island of Santo Domingo, exempting them 
from execution for debt, in order to increase 
production, was not extended to the island 
of Cuba until 1598. This rather equivocal 
advantage deprived creditors of the right to 
levy upon their crops, until all expenses, 
both industrial and personal, were paid. As 
may ^ell be imagined, this concession was 
abused to such an extent by dishonest plants 
ers to defraud all whom they could Inveigle 
into advancing them money, that it is sur- 
prising that it should have continued until 
quite recent times; but it finally affected 
their credit to such a degree that they them- 
selves asked for its revocation. 

It was about this time that the first man 
in Cuba attained fame as a "Maestro de 
Azucar," or sugar master, and his name was 
Pedro Gonzalez. He appears to have resided 
at Havana. One of the causes that undoubt- 
edly retarded the production of sugar was 
the effort of the government to Introduce the 
cultivation of wheat, for which a royal order 
was published in the year 1692. This crop 
is said to have yielded from 25 to 30 to one 
and it seems to have extended rapidly, 
as a century later — and perhaps long before 
— it appears to have supplied the whole is- 
land. Flour mills became very numerous 
and some of them were driven by water 
power. Santa Clara seems to have been the 
great center of this lost industry, which a 
himdred, years after its decease, is still re- 
called at every turn in the streets of that 
city, by the useless old mill stones utilized 
in its sidewalks and crossings. 



To judge fairly of Cuban progress at this 
epoch, we must bear in mind *first of all, its 
early date. All, so far related, occurred be- 
fore the city of New York was founded 
(1614). Besides tnis the country was as 
much excluded from all but Spanish civiliza- 
tion as Spain's blind egoisia could possibly 
accomplish. In 1501 the creation of the 
"Casa de Contratacion" of Seville had been 
decreed, making that city the only port 
through which the island could hold inter- 
course with the outer world, Spain and her 
dominions in tiie other hemisphere included. 
Nothing whatever — not a letter even-^-could 
legally be received from or sent to Cuba, ex- 
cept through this one small and distant spot 
upon the surface of the earth. It was made 
by this barbarous decree, at one and the 
same time — for Cuba, the customhouse, ex- 
change, commercial tribunal, center of in- 
spection, of administration, fiscalization and 
postoffice, all in one, and with no appeal ex- 
cept to the Crown. 

To realize all that this Implied, wo must 
recall the fact that Spain herself was de- 
generating and falling so far behind that 
age, that Cuba must necessarily have then 
sought abroad what she principally needed 
for her advancement. iJven the right to 
emigrate to Cuba was restricted to a single 
one of her own provinces — Castile — ^and this 
although it undouotedly did much to pre- 
vent the language from being perverted to 
some species of "patois," must otherwise 
have had a very sensible retarding infiuence, 
as the privileged section was one whose in- 
habitants were noted for their deeply-rooted 
prejudices, and among the least enterprising 
of the kingdom. This nefarious system con- 
tinued until the CJouncil of the Indies (which 
maintained practically most of the commer- 
cial restrictions) was lormed. 

Spain seems to uave long possessed a spe- 
cial aptitude for making laws, which all sub- 
jected to her sway were forced to defy as a 
necessity of their existence, and Cuba almost 
from the very beginning was compelled by 
despotic commercial restrictions, to supply 
her wants through constant and well organ- 
ized plans of smuggling, in which the whole 
unofficial population were willing and inter- 
ested aiders and abettors, as an unavoidable 
means of bettering their condition. So true 
was this, that one of the governors of the 
island, who had in his communications 
courage and honesty enough to tell his des- 
potic sovereign some very plain and disa- 
greeable truths — said in one of his letters 
that it was impossible to put down smug- 
gling because in the seacoast towns even the 
priests were in connivance with the bucca- 
neers. 

The Spaniards were never an inventive 
people — at least in our sense of the term — 
and their descendants in Cuba seem to have 
inherited the same defect, for it is a notable 
fact that although one of the greatest sugar 
producers of the world, no Important im- 
provement has ever been invented by her 
manufacturers. All these have come from 
abroad, and almost entirely from the most 
inventive race of modern times, the Anglo- 
Saxon. We may therefore suppose that it 
was not until a more intimate contact with 
this race had been established that real ad- 
vancement toward an organized, perfected 
and stable industry began in Cuba. 
Now, England took possession of Jamaica 



in the year 1658, and as may well be Imag- 
Inedi so commercial and adventurous a peo- 
ple as the English were not long in dlscby- 
ering and taking advantage of the situation. 
In despite of all Spaih's trammels, the slow 
and dilatory Spaniard stood a poor chance 
against the enterprising and hardy English 
sailor with all the people ^f the coast to aid 
him; and this surreptitious commercial in- 
tercourse, as it was more facile and frequent, 
soon became more important also than that 
with old Spain itself in many respects. 

The city of Trinidad, founded in 1514 on 
the seaboard of the old Indian province of 
Guamuhaya, from its nearness to Jamaica 
and the advantage of its river Agabama, 
which lent itself so admirably to this open- 
ing for a new and independent traffic, soon 
began, and for a long time continued to 
show, its progressive infiuence. Despite all 
the efforts of the authorities, this inter- 
course continued to increase along this part 
of the southern coast where it offered facili- 
ties for landing the goods, and to such an 
extent that to check that which took place 
on the Cauto river, the new town of Man- 
zanillo was unavailingly founded in 1792, 
So soon as sugar making became established 
in Jamaica, and was improved as it inevit- 
ably would be by the English colonists, ft 
naturally with siich frequent intercourse, in- 
fluenced favorably the industry already ini- 
tiated at Trinidad, and in course of time 
made this the leading and most important 
center of production of the whole island. 
This city, which with Its present grass- 
grown streets and deserted palaces of its 
departed sugar kings — its beautiful valley, 
that once contained thirty or forty thriving 
plantations, now a desert waste, is still prob- 
ably the most picturesque of the whole coun- 
try, and it reached so great a €tate of 
wealth and prosperity under this new pro- 
gressive Impulse, that its overflowing cof- 
fers began in time to colonize Cienfugos, 
now the second city of Cuba in commercial 
influence and importance. 

Little can be gleaned from the scant an- 
nals of the advancement of the manufacture 
during the seventeenth century. One muni- 
cipality at least arbitrarily fixed the prices 
of sugar in 1696, white, at 18 cents per 
pound, and brown at 12^ cents. The first 
plantation at Santa Clara was established 
the following year, by Cristobal Moya, in 
partnership with two colored men, Julian 
Galagarza and Salvador Velasco. The un- 
dertaking seems to have been too great for a 
single capitalist, although the principal was 
one of the leading men of the town. 

In 1689 Matanzas, destined to become one 
of the most progressive sugar districts, was* 
founded by 30 families from the Cauary is- 
lands. 

Until the succeeding century, there seems 
to have been no progress beyond the increase 
in the size of the sugar kettles when they 
began manufacturing them at home, instead 
of importing them, and working with each 
set of kettles more than one horse-mill. 

In conclusion, there is another item worth 
citing as characteristic of the race and times 
that is both amusing and pitiful, and one 
which shows how little the colonists recog- 
nized *the full import of the stifling, arbi- 
trary rule under which they existed. The 
city fathers of these primitive municipali- 
ties are found in tnelr musty old official doc- 
uments to have always alluded to their com- 
munities as "la Kepublica," ignoring com- 
pletely the fact that Spain had long lost 
those ancient liberties that gave rise to and 
justifled the term, and that they were then 
living at the uncertain and capricious mercy 
of two inexorable despotisms, that were vie- 
ing with and aiaing each other In their 
crimes — ^the Inquisition and the Crown. 

(to BE CONTINUED.) 
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STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to June 
At four ports of Great ^Britain to May 31 . 
At; Cuba, six ports to June 3 



.Tons 



143,656 
213,060 
443.500 



Receipts and aales at New Orleana for the week ending 
June i3, 1903. 
Sugar iHolaaaes 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeired 52 6,2^6 3,074 

Sold 52 8,586 3,074 



Receipts and salea at NewOrleana from September i, 1901, 
to June i4, 190a. 

-— -- — Sugar ,— . Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrela. 

Reeeired 3422 1,742,136 308,386 

Sold .. 34V2 1,684.889 308,388 

Reeeired same time laet year 5628 1,353,875 180,352 
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Sugar. 

The local sugar market was steady at the 
end of the week but business was restricted 
bj the receipts, which were very small. 
There was no change in prices at the close. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was steady at the end of the 
week and all offerings were readily taken 
up. 



Rice. 

There was some improvement in rough 
rice at the end of the week, but trading was 
limited as only about one-half of the receipts 
were offered for sale. Trading in clean rice 
was also restricted owing to the lack of 
supplies. 



Personal. 

Mr. Henry M. Stewart, a rising young 
sugar house engineer of Laurel Hill, was 
in the city on Thursday last Mr. Stewart 
was present at the meeting of the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association Thursday night 
and took an actiye part in the proceedings. 

Col. Louis S. Clark, of Lagonda planta- 
tion on Bayou Teche, was in the city on a 
Yisit a few days ago. 

Mr. Oscar Zenor, of Pattersonville, was 
registered at the Cosmopolitan hotel during 
the latter part of the week. Mr. Zenor has 
the reputation of raising fine sugar crops 
and is an experienced man in every depart- 
ment of plantation and sugar house work. 

Among the recent visitors to*the city was 
Mr. A. J. Bonvillain, of Houma. He 
possesses extensive sugar planting interests 
in Terrebonne parish. 

T. or Y. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

There were a score of men standing around 
a pump, some of them looking disgusted; 
they were the engineers, some of them smil- 
ing; they were the sugar men, and one 
swearing, when I entered the sugar factory 
with the manager. "Piston rod broke," was 
the curt answer of the cursing man, the chief 



engineer, to the manager's question. "Why?" 

"Because the d n T isn't there," was the 

answer, and the manager took me then to 
the beet end of the house to show me his 
stone catcher, of which he was quite proud, 
and of which I will tell some other day. 

Now, the absence of that T was not the 
immediate cause of the breaking of the pis- 
ton rod, but the valve discs, valve seats, 
studs and springs getting between the piston 
and the cylinder head. This was the fourth 
piston rod that broke inside of eight weeks, 
all on account of tae discharge connection 
for the two water pumps. The pumps in 
question -are Knowles pumps 18''x20^x24'', 
each one a 12'^ discharge. These pumps are 
set alongside each other, about four feet of 
space between. The discharge is on the side 
and there is a gate valve on each pump and 
a 12" tee with a 14" outlet between the two 
gate valves. This tee was the cause of all 
the trouble, as the engineer was well aware 
of. Water is practically incompressible, and 
when two streams of water flowing at a ve- 
locity of 200 feet per minute meet, the re- 
sult is heavy pounding and severe shocks. 
The pumps get loose on their foundation, 
the pipes leak and vibrate badly, the valves 
break, and- as soon as this happens the pump 
doesn't pump its full capacity any more. The 
pump is then speeded up, wnich makes mat- 
ters only worse. I remember one pump sta- 
tion very well, wuere the discharges were 
connected by tees, and where the pump 
valves got smashed frequently. I put one 
day, in one pump, 12 new valve -discs, some 
brass caps and studs, and left it in first-class 
working condition and orders with the en- 
gineer not to exceed 20 strokes per minute, 
which was almost 100 feet piston speed, and 
still next morning there was the usual com- 
plaint a^out scarcity of water, and upon in- 
vestigation I found six valves gone again. 
I have see used soft valve discs, and all 
kinds of patent discs, but to no avail; the 
only remedy for all these troubles and de- 



lays is the replacing of the T by a T, and 
they should be of tae long sweep type, too. 

I don't see why the construction compan- 
ies always use tees, althou£^ they know well 
the pumps work badly on this account, ex- 
cept that they cannot buy these Y's as read- 
ily as tees. It is a matter of fact that no 
catalogue of any one of the Dig companies 
dealing in fittings snow this fitting. It must 
be made to order, and as time for putting up 
sugar factories is always short anyway, the 
tee is always selected. 

I was sitting last fal^ in a United States 
courtroom, listening to complaints about a 
sugar factory, and amongst them there was 
reference to the tee. In this case, however, 
the T would have been no improvement 
The trouble would still have existed after 
the change, because tne intake pipe for the 
water was too near to the surface of the 
water. The pump would draw air, and this 
has a worse effect on the action of pumps 
than a tee connection. Get your water sup- 
ply deep enough, your suction entirely tight, 
and avoid sharp comers and do not try to 
run over 100 feet piston speed a minute, and 
there will be no trouble. 

In Klimpaert's Hydrodsmemik is told an 
experiment which Venturi made, in order to 
show the loss of velocity on account of sharp 
bends. He took three pipes, each one 20" 
long and 1%" diameter; left one straight; 
the second he bent in the form of a quarter 
circle and the third one he bent at right 
angle as short as possible and screwed the 
three pipes in a tank in which the water 
level was kept at the same height during 
the experiment, and he found that after a 
certain time the f oho wing quantities of wa- 
ter had flowed through: straight pipe, 2765 
cubic inches; quarter circle pipe, 2488 cubic 
inches; short right angle bend, 1782 cubic 
inches. The quantity of water flowing 
through the short bend pipe was diminished 
5-14ths compared with the long bend pipe, 
and still tees are used in discharge pipes of 
pumps. Engineeb. 
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WANTS. 



We wW puMlth In thi* colaoui. free of cliarg* natll 
llirtlier tiotice, tbe appllcatioiM of all ouuMgort, ovor- 
ieor«. oaglaoe ri and MigarHBakero, and oUmm who 
mmy be eeeklng poeltloiif In tbe country, and alio tbe 
wants of plantere desiring to employ any of tbeje. 

WANTED- By a soSer, steady yoiiDg man a position 
tor the ooming grinding, as assistant engineer or wa- 
ter-tender, also to help engineer In summer repairs. 
Can famish best of references. Address William 
LoPBz , Edgard , La. 6-11-02 . 

WANTED— Two assistants who were employed 8 and 
10 years respectively In seyeral large sngar faotorles 
In Germany and Holland as asslstents and ohemlsts, 
and who are well acquainted with the latest appliances 
and supplied with highest referenoes, are looKlng for a 

Sermanent engagement In the United States Address 
s LiOTARD, Ballenstedt a-Harz, 28 Neuestrasse, Ger- 
many. 



WANTED— Experience sugar chemist desires en- 
gagement In Cuba, Mexico, Porto Rico or other sugar 
producing country . Best references furnished. Ad- 
dress Chemist, Lock Box Oi, Osawatomle, Tansas. 



WANTED— Position as sugar chemist or sugar boiler 
for Loulslsaa by sober and Industrious young man 27 
years old, five years experlenoe in a refinery as sugar 
chemist arid boiler. Address Suoar Chemist. 882 
Howard Aye, New Orleans La. 6-18-02. 



WA'NTED— Good machinist who Is slso a good pump 
man. Address with references L. A. Elus, Sartartla, 
Texas. 6-8-02 



WANTED— One first-ciaas time -keeper, two weigh- 
ers, two filter press men and one head ciarlfler man, 
Apply to LArATBTTE SuGAB RsFi^nNO CO., Lafayette, 
La. 6-4-02 



WANTED— A position as assistant engineer to do re- 
pairs and take oft crop in Louisiana. Address Henrt, 
oare this ottce. 6-8-02 



WANTED— Boarding house keeper. Apply by mall 
to CiNCLARB Central Factory, Cinolare, La. 



WANTED— Man thoroughlr familiar with cultiyatlon 
of cane and manufacturing of sugar to take charge of a 
Mexican plantation. Address with all particulars W 
C. DOAK,-20 South 6th Street, Terre Haute, Ind . 



WANTED— Position by Al sugar boiler. 16 years ex- 
perience in Louisiana, best references. Address J. C. 
Hetn, 172 East 85th Street, New York. 6-6-02 



WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or chemist In 
Mexico, Central America, Cuba, West Indies or else- 
where. Address 819, care Louisiana Planter. 6-6-02 



WANTED— Position by a sugar boiler of 7 
years' experience In Louisiana. Good references. 
Address A. J. S., Houma, La. 



WANTED — A position to take charge of Demlng 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or anywhere else; ex- 
perienced man; good references. Address B. W. 
MoiSB, 127 Carondelet street. New Orleans. 

6-17-02 



WANTED— Position for the coming grinding as i 
sistant engineer or water tender. A&o to keep repair 
during the summer months. Address G. H. Dicks, 
1116 Piety St, New Orleans, La. 6-16-02. 



WANTED— Situation by a first class sugar maker 
for the coming season. Best references given. Apoly 
JNO. W. Sentille, 1016 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 



WANTED— A position to take charge of Demlng 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, of any where else. Ex- 
perienced man. Grood references. Address E. W. 
MoiBE, 127 Carondelet St., New Orleans La. 6-1702 



WANTEp— A position by a chemist experienced in 
sugar house and general agricultural analysis. Best 
of references. Address Brice E. Hammers. Clear- 
water, Kans. 6-20-02 



WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position in sugar 
refinery, wagon or plow works, or in railroad shop; is 
familiar with all kinds of machinery ; Is a self-hardening 
steel worker. Write William L. Farrell, 935 Thalia 
street, New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelve years' experience. Can furnish very good 
references. Willing to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or HawaTlan Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, 931 Piety street. New Orleans. 



WANRED — A blacksmith experienced in laying 
plows, repairing cultivators and general plantation 
work. Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Orleans, La. 6-7-02 



WANTED— Position by a young man on sugar plan- 
tation as book keeper or time keeper. Can fhmlsh 
best of references. Address "H." 1607 Ursulines Ave 
New Orleans, La. 



WANTED -For Porto Rico, two first-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, nationalftr, salary, refer<inoes 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 610 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 



WANTED — Position by an experienced snglnesr 
and draftsman, 80 years old ; o years* experience 
In designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schools. Could 
commence Immediately. Address C. M., care Chas. 
HUBBNBX^ 804 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED— A position by a first-class electrician 
who would like to put up or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere in Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 

fovernment. Address F. Sintbs, Care Louisiana 
>lanteb, 389 Carondelet Bt., New Orleans, La. 



WANTBtV— Analytical chemist, Ph.D., 20 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes in this 
Ane, desires position in the United States. Best 
references. Address Posbn, Care thU VWr. 

4-21-02 



WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ^- 

Ecrlenced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
as served in Cuba. Porto Rico, and Mexiw. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French, is 
open for engagement now. Address Ernest Von 
Rdnge, 824 River St, Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 



WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to overhaul syrup and Sugar ma- 
chinery balance of year. Address Habdworker. care 
Louisiana Planter. i-n-Oa. 



WANTED— A good bUoksmlth at Avoca plantation 
near Morgan City. La., Wagei $1.60, per day. No 
board. Address J. N. Ph^br, Berwiok, La. 



WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
ofllce or store, by an all around man of experience 
and abUlty, with best referenoes. Address B, M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who oan 
assist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienoed and educated, wiU use his best 
abUitles for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished if required. Addr<m Jno. E. Cali>- 
WELL, 806 Commerce, St, Houston, Texas. 



WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for the 
coming crop in Louisiana by a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address S. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 



WANTED — Position by an experienced yacuum 
[>an sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references. 
IddrM J. D., BOX 43, Whitecastle, La. 4-11-02 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotive enri- 
neer, position for coming season ; can furnish the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O., care 
Louisiana Piantbr.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sugar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sugar house man : 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico: good 
letters. Address L. F. Smith, 720 Customhouse 
street New Orleans, La. 4-10-02 



WANTED— A position as flrst-dass sngar makm 
in Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can fnmlsh first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Bondreadx, 
Lafourche Crossing, L^ 1-4-02 

WANTED — ^A position as cooper on molasses and 
sngar barrels, by a good, coaspetent man, with 
good references. L. A. Thomas^ 1109 Cadis St, 
New Orleans, La. 

WANTED — Position as sngar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can furnish 
references. Address 28, care this ofllce. 



WANTED — ^A position as chief engineer and 
machinist to do repairs and take off crop, either In 
central factory or sugar house. Address A. B.. 
186 Annunciation street New Orleans. 8-lS-Ol 



WANTED — A position as engineer or 
fitter. Address Beet Bebbb, Le Boy, N. T. 

8-17-02 



WANTED— A first-class experienced sngar house 
engineer. Mast be sober, industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the mechanical deiMrtment of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtee, Sup't. C. S. Co.. 
Fremont, Ohio. 8-28^. 



WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. Referenoes must be 
first-olass. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
MollassbsCo. LoydLa. 8-27-02 



WANTED -A first-class head sugar boUer; also a 
first-class head ciarlfler man, for the ooming season in 
Louisiana. Addrass A. A. care Louisiana Planter. 

8-20-02. 



WANTED— By an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop of 1902. Will oontraust the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamos Ph, 
La. Or address P.O. Box GOO. ~ 



Dyelles Phj La. 



Plauchtfvllle, Ay- 
s' 19-02. 



WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding house 
on sugar plantation for the fall and winter of 1902. 
Have experenoe and oan furnish all necessary grocer- 
ies. Address Mrs. G. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-Ot. 

WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of referenoes. Ad* 
dress Cooper2917PhiUp St, New Orleans, La. 8-8-02 



WANTED— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion macUnest, who is capable of repairing aU kinds 
.. • j^^j^ ^ Gall, Le Roy, 



of machinery and pumps. 

N. Y. 



8-18-02 



WAN TED -A position on sugar plantation by voung 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenonoe. 
Can fill any position from business manager down. 
Best of references and bond if required. Address R. 
D. T. Sherwood, 1821 Thalia St., New Orieans. 2-18-08 



house enginesr 

_._ , or Mexico. Can 

furnish references on demand. Address Box 28, 
DonaldsonTlile, La. 2-8-02 



WANTED — Position as sugar 
for this year In Louisiana, Cuba < 



CLAY PEAS 

I1.05 per bushel, sacked, f. o. b. cars, 
New Orleans, La., prompt ghipment. 

Order from Thomas H. Ponder, New 
Orleans, or C. R. Baird & Co., Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 



At Cl«Lrk*8 

^/>e StoLff of Life, GOOD, PURE BREAD. 

If you will cut this out and send it to us before July 3rd with money order for 
$5.25 we will send you a barrel of our very highest grade Champion flour, fresh from 
the mill, and will put in the 'top of the barrel, free, two packages of Aunt Sukey's Dry 
Yeast Cakes. We want you to see the kind of bread Champion flour and Aunt Sukey 
Dry Yeast Cakes will make. Or we will sell you a half barrel and put in one package of 
Yeast Cakes free. for $2.75 — provided you send this with your order. 

Our illustrated catalog Is mailed for the asking. 

S. W. Clark & Sons. STcSSS;" New Orleans. 



iRANE FITTINGS 
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Louisiana Sugar Planters^ Association, 
American Cane Growers^ Association* 
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Louisiana Sugar Chemists' Association, 
Kansas Sugar Growers' Association, 
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LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUQAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 
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. . _. THOMF801L 
JOHN DYMONIX 



XDITORIAIj oobps. 
W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D W. J. 

W. W. PUGH. 

Entered at the Postofflce at New Orleans as moobA* 
class mail matter, July 7, 1888. _ 

Per annmi 

Terms of Sabscrlptlon (Inclndlng postage) 18 00 

Foreign Subscription 4 OS 

ADVERTISING RATES. 
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1 month 


8 month 


6 month 


12 month 


1 inch. 


$500 
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19 00 
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28 00 
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86 00 
88 00 
40 00 
60 00 
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150 00 
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160 00 
226 00 
400 00 


$26 00 


£1qo1i 


48 00 
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72 60 


4 Inch.... 


06 00 


5 inoh 


117 50 


Olnoh 


140 00 


7 inch 


102 60 


8inoh 

• Indh 

lOinoh 


180 00 
100 00 
20OO0 


Half Page 


oeooo 


Fun Page 


800 00 



AH commnnlcatlons should be addressed to Tkb 
Louisiana Pi^antkk, 880 Oarondelet atiaeti Kav 
Orleans, La. 

LIST OP OROANIZBRS. 



McGall BaoTHnM, 

McCALL k LSaiNDBB, 
LaON GODCHAUX, 
JAM>8 TaXiLBB, 

B. LaiiAKN k Bbo., 

LaONCB BONIAT, 

Louia Bush, 
W. D. Bbicudli^ 

W. C. SVUBBS, 
JOHir DTMOlfP, 

Damubl Thompson, 
Foca k Babmbtt, 
H. C. Wabmotb, 
Lucitra F0B81TH, Ja., 
Bdwabd J. Qajn 

SHATTUCK k UOWWUAM, 
Bmilb B08T. 
Thomas D. M ilxjb, 

8CBMIDT k ZlBQLD, 

T. G. McLaubt, 
L. 8. ChUOL, 
J. B. Lamn, 

SXMPSOH HOBKOB> 

W. B. Bixwmtoia, 

W. W. SUTCLIFFl, 

Joxir 8. Mooaa, 
Jambs C. Mvbpbt, 
Jos. Wi 



R. BaUTBAK, 

Lucibn Soniat, 
D. R. Caldbb, 
L. A. BLLia, 
Hbbo k 1Ialhiot« 
W. J. Bbhan, 

J. T. MOOBB, Jb.« 

Edwabds k Haubtman, 

JOHK A. MOBBIS, 

B. H. CUNMIMOHAM, 
R. YiTBBBO, 

H. C. MiNOB, 

C. IL 80BIA, 

J. L. Habbis, 

J. H. MUBPHT, 

Andbbw Pbicb« 
B. k J. KOCK, 
Wm. Gabio, 
AooLPH liiraB* 
A. A. Woods, 
Bbadish Johhsov, 

GaOBOB p. AjfBBBTOir, 
A. L. MOBNOT, 
BICHABO UXLLSMMK, 
W. P. MxxjiS, 
Laanr A. Bacirax^ 
J. N. Pmabb, 
Jvifls ITJai 



The Cane Crop. 

The want of rain is still acutely felt 
throughout the greater part of the sugar 
district, although there are favorable 
signs at this time of a break in the dry 
spell, which has now continued for .so 
many weeks. The corn has been ma- 
terially injured by the drought and cane 
is everywhere in urgent need of moisture, 
although it still looks green and healthy 
and cannot be said to be injured except 
that its growth has been checked. In 
combination with the drought we have 
had some extremely hot weather which 
would have brought the cane out wonder- 
fully if it could have had an adequate sup- 
ply of moisture. The fields are in a 
splendid state of cultivation and ready for 
rain when it comes, which all of our plant- 
ers hope will be soon. 



The Sugar Situation in Washington. 

The situation in Washington has im- 
proved considerably during the week and 
the prospects now are that no legislation 
affecting sugar will be had during this 
session. Those who have been most earn- 
est in advocating special concession.^ to 
Cuba seem to have finally given up tho 
contest. We sincerely trust this may be 
the case and would incidentally say that 
we owe much to the Cane Growers' Asso- 
ciation, which has so carefully managed 
this whole matter for the sugar planters, 
and especially to Mr. D. D. Colcock, the 
able secretary and manager of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Exchange, who is a perfect 
encyclopedia ^f sugar data and can de- 
tect a fallacy in reasoning at first glance. 

If the contest be now abandoned by 
the reciprocity advocates, it will unques- 
tionably be resumed at the next session 
of Congress and the friends of the domes- 
tic sugar industry will need to keep their 
forces all in hand if they would maintain 
the position we now hold. 



The Brussels* Conference and tho 
Sugar Bounties. 

The agrarian party in Germany is 
stoutly resisting the approval of the con- 
clusions of the Brussels' conference so 
far as Germany is concerned. The firm 
attitude of the British Government in its 
insistance on the abolition of the direct 
and indirect sugar bounties now paid by 
most of the continental sugar producing 
nations led to the final conclusk>n of the 



Brussels* conference and it now remains 
to be seen if Great Britain will carry out 
her implied threat and really levy coun- 
tervailing duties against the sugar boun- 
ties. 

One of the articles of the Brussels' 
agreement was that all the countries, par- 
ties thereto, should levy countervailing 
duties on all sugars entering the coun- 
tries of die contracting parties from coun- 
tries paying direct or indirect bcAinties. 
As England is the main factor and'prac- 
tically the only factor in the problem, so 
far as the levying of this countervailing 
duty is concerned, her course in the mat- 
ter will be carefully watched by all in- 
terested parties. If she falters in the 
matter, the whole work of the convention 
will come to naught. 

The German kartel does not seem to 
have had full consideration or apprecia- 
tion at Brussels, and it may yet give con- 
siderable trouble. As has already been 
shown in these columns in the lucid state- 
ments made by Dr. Wiley, it covers per- 
haps the chief plan of bounty paying on 
exported sugars. At Brussels it was 
agreed a sur-tax, or duty, of 6 francs 
per 50 kilos of sugar might be levied on 
sugar imports in sugar exporting coun- 
tries and as Germany consumes nterly 
half the sugar she produces, her manu- 
facturers can add this surtax to the price 
of all sugar sold for home consumption in 
Germany and thus be enabled to sell su- 
gars for export 6 francs per 50 kilos less 
than cost and still come out even. In 
other words, they could sell sugars for 
export one cent per pound below the nor- 
mal cost and still come out even, and yet 
they would collect no export bounty. This 
is on the assumption that Germany would 
consume one-half the sugar she produ- 
ces, which is not exactly the case at pres- 
ent, but sufficiently near to accuracy to 
justify this plan of calculation. 

We have a practical kartel in the steel 
trust in this country. Americans must 
pay $28 per ton for steel rails or do with- 
out. Steel rails are said to cost $18 per 
ton to manufacturers. The $10 per ton 
profit thus forced from the consumer by 
the steel-rail trust enables them to sell 
any part of their product abroad away be- 
low the $18 cost, and still come out away 
ahead, as do the similarly situated Ger- 
man sugar producers. The German who 
consimies the sugar pay§ the bounty on 
the exported sugar. The American who 
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consumes the steel rails pays in the price 
the bounty on the exported steel rails. 



Opportunities in Porto Rico. 

Mr. E. Delafond, the well-known su- 
gar chemist and sugar engineer and an 
occasional correspondent of this journal, 
writes to the Louisiana Planter that 
Porto Rico now offers exceptional ad- 
vantages to capital and to Louisiana su- 
gar planters for the organization there of 
central sugar factories. Mr. Delafond 
believes that three or four central fac- 
tories of the capacity ©f 100,000 tons of 
sugar canes could at once secure cane 
contracts to that extent from cane grow- 
ers, who have the cane now growing 
but are not content with their old pro- 
cesses of manufacture and would sell 
their canes to central factories contract- 
ing for a term of years. They would con- 
tract for ten years for 5 per cent in sugar, 
say 100 pounds per ton of cane and guar- 
antee cane juice at 90 degrees Beaume 
minimum. There is no need of opening 
up plantations and planting sugar cane. 
The cane is there now awaiting the fac- 
tories. 



Sus:ar Planting in Trinidad. 

The severe crisis in the cane sugar 
world is showing its disastrous effects in 
Trinidad. We learn from the Trinidad 
Mirror of May 22 that the employees 
of the Esperanza sugar estate have all 
been notified that their services would not 
be required after June 30. There are on 
Esperanza 531 contractors or tenants and 
205 independent farmers. These 736 rep- 
resent a total population of over 2,000 
persons suddenly dropped from the rolls 
of the cane sugar industry. The pay rolls 
or cash allowances have been about $4,- 
000 per fortnight. These payments are 
now suddenly stopped and it is rumored 
the other sugar plantations there will soon 
follow suit. 



Sus:ar Beet Statistics for 1902-1903. 

According to the latest report of the 
International Association for Sugaf Sta- 
tistics published by the Deutsche Zucker- 
indnstrie, the total area cultivated wilh 
sugar beets in Austria-Hungary, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, 
Russia and Sweden this year amounts to 
1,669,332 hectares. (Hectare equals 2.47 
acres.) The report is based upon infor- 
mation given by the various factories 
operating in these countries for the time 
of April 30 to May 10 of this year. Com- 
pared with the area cultivated with sugar 
beets in the past year in which it amoup>- 
ed to 1,882,871 hectares, it represents a 
decrease of 213,539 hectares or 11.34 per 
cent. 

With the exception of Russia and Den- 
mark, all the countries mentioned before 
show a decrease. France heads the list 



with a decrease of 69,700 hectares or 23.8 
per cent, her area amounting in the two 
years under review to 223,300 hectares 
and 293,000 hectares, respectively. Aus- 
tria-Hungary follows with a decrease of 
58,770 hectares or 16.2 per cent. In Ger- 
many the decrease amounts to 53,402 hec- 
tares or 1 1.2 per cent, while in Holland 
the area has decreased by 16,794 hectares 
or 35 per cent (thus showing tb^ highest 
percentage of decrease) in Belgium by 
16,700 hectares or 24 per cent, and in 
Sweden by 4,762 hectares or 16.4 per cent. 

In Russia that, as our reader? will re- 
member, has not joined the last sugar con- 
vention held at Brussels, the area shows 
again an increase, viz., from 589,241 hec- 
tares in the past year to 595,130 hectares 
in the present year, the gain amounting to 
5,889 hectares or i per cent. In Den- 
mark the area has increased also by 700 
hectares, or 4.8 per cent. 

The total number of factories which 
will* be in operation during the coming 
campaign is only by 18 less than durini;^ 
the last campaign. The greatest number 
will be idle in Holland, viz., 8, while in 
Belgium and France the number will be 
reduced by 4 and in Germany by 3. Aus- 
tria-Hungary is the only country which 
shows a gain of i factory. 

The figures ^re as follows : 



Trust had assured the Senate Committee that 
the whole benefit of the reduction in sugar 
duties would go to the Cuban planters, and 
that the Trust would not profit by so much 
as a penny. But Senator Teller called as a 
witness, Mr. Oscar W. Donner. an advertising 
agent, who testified that he had spent more 
than $1,000 for the Trust in placing in coun- 
try newspapers reading matter favorable to 
the Cuban bill. 

Of course, this is only a small fraction of 
the money spent by the Sugar Trust in tn- 
fiuencing public sentiment through the col- 
umns of newspapers. The bulk of the Sugar 
Trust corruption fund did not go to "coun- 
try" newspapers. If the truth could be come 
at we suspect that a hundred or more of the 
publishers and editors of important daily- 
papers would find themselves in an embar- 
rassing position as witnesses before the Sen- 
ate Committee. Unless the symptoms in the 
case are totally misleading, many times 
$1,000 of Sugar Trust money has in one way 
or another helped to swell the bank accounts 
of metropolitan dailies in different parts of 
the country. How much money was thus 
put out or in what way the trust money 
reached its mark is one of those business 
secrets which an investigating committee 
could scarcely hope to unveil. But, as the 
Evening Post observes: 

What is undoubted is that its (the Sugar 
Trust's) methods have put a powerful weap- 



Countries. Factories in operation. 

1901-02 1902-03 

Austria-Hungary 216 217 

Belgium 107 103 

Denmark 7 7 

Prance 332 328 

Germany 395 392 

Holland 32 24 

Russia (partly estimated.).. 278 278 

Sweden 17 17 

Total 1,384 1,366 

It will be noticed that the report does 
not cover a number of the less important 
beet producing countries, such as Italy, 
Spain and R<;)umania, but the final reeult 
will not differ from the above to any con- 
siderable extent. 

It remains to be seen whether the re- 
duction of the area as given in these 
statistics will be sufficient to have any 
marked effect upon the world's sugar mar- 
ket, as the increase of the cane sugar pro- 
duction which, undoubtedly, will take 
place in the cane growing countries, es- 
pecially in Cuba, in the near future and 
tlie development of the beet sugar indus- 
try in our own country cannot fail to act 
in the opposite direction. 



—Area cultivated with sugar beets^ 



1901. 


1902. 


dec. or inc. 


hectares. 


hectares. 


per cent. 


362,700 


303,930 


—16.2 


69,600 


52,900 


—24.0 


14,500 


15.200 


-h 4.8 


293,000 


223,300 


—23.8 


476,873 


423.471 


—11.2 


47.959 


31,165 


—35.0 


589,241 


591.130 


-h 1.0 


28,998 


24,236 


—16.4 



1,882,871 



1,669,332 



—11.34 



Sugar Trust's Corruption Fund. 

It Is refreshing to read in the New YorK 
Evening Post the candid statement that 

One reason why the wheels of the Cuban 
chariot drive heavily is the exposure of the 
Sugar Trust effected by Senator Teller. The 



on in the hands of the opponents of Cuban 
reciprocity. 
We should say so! — American Economist, 



A Cane Loader Test. 

Last Thursday, in the afternoon, between 
two and five o'clock, there was an exhibi- 
tion at the Sugar Experiment Station, at 
Audubon Park, of a machine invented by 
T. J. Howard, of St. Gabriel. La., for load- 
ing cane in the field. It will be recalled by 
most of our readers that at the last meet- 
ing of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation T. J. Howard and J. O. Wright ad- 
dressed the meeting relative to the machinea 
invented by them for loading cAne and the 
Association requested them to be present at 
Audubon Park on June 19th and give a prac- 
tical exhibition of their apparatus in the 
field. The Secretary of the Association was 
instructed to send out notices to the plant- 
ers relative to this exhibition and in re- 
sponse to these notices a large number ot 
planters and managers, probably over a hun- 
dred altogether, were present «it the Bx- 
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periment Station on Thursday to witness 
the work of the machines. 

Unfortunately Mr. J. O. Wright was un- 
able to 'test his apparatus, the small engine 
which operates In connection with it hav- 
ing proved defective at the last moment, 
and requiring a slight alteration which pre- 
vented him from having hib apparatus on 
hand. He was present himself, though, and 
he said that he would have his machine in 
perfect condition for a test within a few 
days and would notify the planters concern- 
ing the time and place at which he would 
give his exhibition. 

r. J. Howard, however, had his machine 
on hand and proceeded to give a very inter- 
esting exhibition of what it could do. Sor- 
ghum was used instead of sugar cane for 
making the test. The machine :p a well con- 
structed one and is so arranged that it lifts 
two bundles of cane at the same time, one 
on each side. It is operated entirely by 
mule power and there is no steam engine 
attached as in the case of Mr. Wright's ma- 
chine. It consists of a strong but lightly 
constructed float or wagon with iron wheels 
on which there are two derricks, one on 
each side. There are two iron forks which 
project out in front of the wagon along the 
heap rows. The cane having been first ar- 
ranged in more or less orderly piles, the 
machine is driven forward and two boys 
place under the pile of cane a chain, attached 
to the fork. This chain is brought over 
and around the cane and coupled back to 
the arms which support the fork and as soon 
as this is effected the forks with their load 
are raised, the motive power being two 
mules in the rear of the machine. The 
derricks raise the forks with their load and 
swing it around over the wagons, one of 
which stands on each side, and when it 
is at the proi)er place it is tripped and the 
canes fall in the wagons. The machine will 
lift readily a bundle of cane weighing five 
hundred pounds and can lift a consider- 
ably heavier load if required. One of the 
loads lifted at the Experiment Station on 
Thursday was weighed and found to be 
638 pounds. During this test it was found 
to take about two minutes to lift a load and 
dump it, or rather to lift two loads, as the 
machine lifts two loads at once. The ex- 
periment was conducted under adverse cir- 
cumstances, the men who operated the ap- 
paratus being slightly unfamiliar with it j 
and there were other conditions surrounding 
the exhibition which militated very much | 
indeed against the perfect operation of the | 
apparatus. It was apparent, however, that ' 
the machine would bring about quite a 
large saving in labor and tinio over the pres- 
ent methods of loading by hand. The in- 
ventor expressed his regret that he could 
not at this time make a practical test of 
It on a sugar plantation with sugar cane, 
but expressed a wish that as soon as the 
growing crop of cane was large enough for 
the purpose that those who were present on 
Thursday would again come to see his ma- 



chine handle sugar cane on a plantation. 
He subsequently called at the office of this 
journal and requested us to express his 
thanks to the many planters and managers 
who had paid him the compliment of visit- 
ing the Station to witness the test of his 
machine, and said that he would, in Sep- 
tember, operate the apparatus on sugar cane 
at Mr. L. M. Soniat's plantation in Iberville 
parish, the exact date to be announced later. 
He leaves in a few days for Quincy, 111., 
where he will have a number of machines 
built. Every one who was present at the 
station was very much Interested and much 
regret was expressed that Mr. Wright's ma- 
chine was not in working order so that both 
of them could have been seen at the same 
time. However as stated above Mr. Wright 
will, in all probability, give an exhibition 
of his cane loader within the next few days, 
of which event he will give ample notifica- 
tion. 

Among those who were present at the Ex- 
periment station on Thursday we noticed 
Messrs. Hewitt Chapman, Jules Godchaux, 
Frank Barker, Wibray Thompson, Henry 
and Richard McCall, J. B. Babington, Oscar 
Lepine, Frank Thompson, H. C. Warmoth, 
H. S. Crozier, L. V. Brou, George Lorlo, J. T. 
Badeaux, Theo. Schmidt, E. V. Weems, Clar- 
ence Bougere, John Ory, A. Rlvault, Judge 
Emile Rost, Charles F. Bodley, F. Wagues- 
pack, H. G. Morgan, Jr., J. D. Johnson, W. A. 
Rutledge, J. A. Berthelot, G. E. Gillis, J. D. 
Martinez, Jules J. Jacob, Henry McCall, the 
manager of Judge Rost's plantation, Mr. 
Miller, the chief engineer at the Willswood 
place, and a large number of others. In 
fact there have been few occasions within 
our recollection which have brought together 
a more complete and representative body of 
our planters and managers. 



Do You Want Oil Tanks? 

As many of our readers are experiencing 
difficulty in getting the necessary tanks for 
holding their supply of fuel oil, it will be 
a matter of Interest to them to know that 
the E. J. Codd Company, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, is anxious to make contracts for sup- 
plying this tankage, and they have the fa- 
cilities for turning out first class work reas- 
onably and quickly. They want to hear 
from all sugar planters who have not yet 
got their tanks and will guarantee them 
good, prompt work at prices that are right. 

We understand indirectly that the E. J. 
Codd Company have closed contracts for 
following oil tanks: 

5,000 barrel to be erected at Alexandria, 
Va. 

15,000 barrel at Richmond, Va. 

10,000 barrel at Wilmington, N. C. 

10,000 barrel at Savannah, Ga, 

10,000 barrel at Jacksonville, Fla. 

The Codd Company are also erecting a large 
Ferris wheel aT: Buckroe Beach, Va., for Jas. 
V. Bickford of Hampton, Va. The Codd Com- 
pany is one of the largest iron Industries 
In the South and the excellent manner in 



which their output is finished promises to 
extensively increase their business in this 
section. 



Patents Relating to Su^ar. 

Reported for the Louisiana Planter by Byrnes ^ 
Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National Union BIdg. 
Washington, D. C. 

A patent issued June 10th to Henry Froeh- 
lich. of Lihua, Kauai, Hawaii. No. 702,096, 
covers an automatic device for unloading 
cane cars and distributing the cane over the 
carrier. As is the case with many devices, 
the unloading is effected by hooks or fingers 
mounted on an endless band and so sup- 
ported that they may be lowered as the car 
is discharged. The nov^ features consist: 
first, in mounting the fingers, not upon 
chains, but upon the slats of an endless car- 
rier, whereby they may be adjusted to act 
evenly over the body of cane; second. In giv- 
ing to this carrier such a form that when 
brought to its lowermost position the fingers 
move in substantial contact with the bot- 
tom of the car and parallel therewith; third, 
in providing an automatic downward feed 
and an automatic stop and return at the 
lowest position. It is clamed that the oper- 
ation is automatic in character and can be 
controlled by one man. 

William Walter, of Rosebank, New York, 
patents a syrup cooler, No. 701,971, closely 
resembling in its gjeneral features the de- 
vice recently noted in these letters. It com- 
prises a rectangular tank with a V^-shaped 
bottom and an elongated valve which per- 
mits discharge from the entire length of 
the tank; within are a series of vertical 
refrigerating pipes suspended from a trans- 
verse head and conforming generally to the 
shape of the tank. The cooling is conducted 
in vacuo, a cover, condenser, and pump, to- 
gether with the usual thermometer, sight 
glass and proof-stick, being provided to this 
end. These syrup coolers, of which a con- 
siderable number nave been patented of re- 
cent years, are somewhat foreign to the art 
of sugar manufacture, being employed by 
candy manufacturers for cooling the mix- 
ture of glucose and sugar from which their 
product is made. 



Personal 

Mr. Wilson McKerall, who Is closely iden- 
tified with the sugar planting interests of 
St Mary parish, came down to the city 
last Sunday and stopped at the St Charles 
hotel. 

Mr. J. J. Shaffer and Mrs. Shaffer, of the 
parish of Terrebonne, were guests of the 
St. Charles hotel last Monday. 

Mr. E. A. Pharr, one of the sons of that 
veteran sugar planter, Capt. John N. Pharr, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Dr. W. D. Haas, of Bunkle, La., was In 
New Orleans last Monday. Dr. Haas is 
largely interested in sugar planting In the 
Northern part of the sugar belt. 

Mr. E. A. Sammons and Mrs. Sammons 
were recent arrivals at the St Charles hotel. 
Mr. bammons is a sugar house engineer of 
high reputation. 
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Ascension. 

(8PBCIAL CORBSSPOMDBNCB.) 

Editor Louiafana Planter: 

It's still hot and dry; worse and worse, 
more and more of it. Overhead a bright 
blue sky, out on the fields waving, blinding 
visible hot air; underfoot, an ever shifting, 
all-pervading layer of dust that rises on the 
hot breeze which Is a miniature pimoon 
when it does blow and causes the despair 
of housekeepers; flies that buzz and flies 
that sting, flies that may their trysting 
places behind a fellow's spectacles when he 
wears them and In his ear when he doesn't; 
mosquitoes that are almost as unprincipled 
as the beef trust and take gobs out of one's 
anatomy without fear of an impossible boy- 
cott; in fact we are suffering from all the 
symptoms of an aggravated attack of sum- 
mer. 

Out in the fields it's the same old story — 
dry and hot, and this week has been the 
hottest. The backbone of this undesirable 
drought seems to be waterproof and braced 
with hot weather. Com and peas are suffer- 
ing, owing to the fact that neither can await 
the pleasure of the weather bureau. Stub- 
ble and plant cane hold out healthy and 
green, but are growing very slowly. Still 
the planters are hurrying field work in 
spite of the drought and stone-like clods. 
Should this dry spell continue, stiff land 
plant will have a hard struggle for existence 
and sandy land plant cane will remain small. 
The stubble crop is showing more powers 
of endurance. Laying by is the order of 
the day, and the Ist of July will find the 
bulk of the cane crop laid by, a very early 
accomplishment, for which thanks are due 
to shortness of labor, forcing the planters 
to use improved implements. 

Stark L. Davis, Jr., is filling a position as 
assistant to J. A. Norman on McManor plan- 
tation. Mr. Davis Is a young man, full of 
vim and energy, and promises to do credit 
to himself and his employer. He is a son 
of Stark L. Davis, the veteran manager of 
Souvenir plantation. 

The big boilers from the dismantled su- 
gar factory on St. Elizabeth plantation have 
been taken across the river to serve as oil 
tanks at the Hermitage factory, where oil 
will be used as fuel instead of coal during 
the grinding season. The sugar factories 
in this section are being equipped with oil 
burners at a rate that will leave the coal 
burning places very few and far between. 

Emanuel Monteclno, the genial proprietor 
of the Viola plantation in West Baton 
Rouge, was in Donaldsonvllle on business, 
and, incidentally, shaking hands with a host 
of friends, Tuesday. Mr. Monteclno is rapid- 
ly recovering from the injuries he received 
some tme ago in a buggy accident, and 
which were so serious as to alarm his fam- 
ily and friends. 

Dr. Armand Mary, of New Orleans, and 
M. D. Bringler, of DonaldsonyiUe, were be- 
fore the council Wednesday night, apply- 



ing for an electric railway franchise through 
the town for a road which Is to connect 
this with other towns In this section and 
perhaps New Orleans. They represent two 
syndicates who want the same thing. Dr. 
Mary said he had not done any canvassing 
for rights of way and wanted to begin In 
Donaldsonvllle, but Mr. Bringler claimed to 
have obtained an unbroken right of way 
from Napoleonvllle here. Both petitions 
were referred to a committee, and It Is 
scarcely probable that either will be granted 
except under the most favorable conditions 
to the town. * Ascension. 



Iberville. 

(8PBCXAL COBBBSPOirDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been exceedingly hot 
and dry since last report and from all sides 
come complaints about the corn crop and 
some about cane. Rain is needed and unless 
It comes soon there will be a shortage of 
from twenty-five to fifty per cent In the corn 
yield. Cane In black land Is suffering and 
in places burning up. Cotton prospects are 
good and so too are those for rice. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay reports the com 
crop suffering and says that under existing 
weather conditions It was laid by too early, 
for after the peas are planted It Is too late 
to do anything more for It. Mr. Gay has 
contracted to purchase the cane grown by 
Mr. Louis Lozano on the Reliance planta- 
tion and Union's output will be swelled an- 
other million or so thereby. 

The test to be given to loading machines 
at the Audubon Park this week is attracting 
the attention of many of our planters and 
a half dozen or more from the neighborhood 
of Plaquemine will go down to witness it. 
The reports given by the Louisiana Plant- 
er proved interesting and have given plant- 
ers hope of partially overcoming the labor 
situation. Loading is considered to be the 
hardest work of the harvest and good load- 
ers are becoming scarcer every year. 

The colored man, T. J. Howard, who In- 
vented a sugar cane loader, offers to guaran- 
tee that his machine moved by two horses 
and operated by two men and three boys 
win load 100 tons per day. 

The friends of Mr. Theodore Landry, of 
Sunshine, will learn with regret of his seri- 
ous illness at his Lucky plantation home. 

Mr. Christopher Devall, of Plaquemine, is 
converting his little sugar house on the 
Mespilus plantation into an up-to-date co^ 
ton gin, which will, no doubt, receive liberal 
patronage, as the farmers In his neighbor- 
hood had either to cross the river or haul 
their cotton seven miles to reach a gin. 

Mr. L. N. Folse, of White Castle, is pre- 
paring to install an oil plant at his Texas 
sugar house, but is fearing trouble in 
getting a supply at favorable prices, for 
reasons which are difficult to understand, 
but which to outsiders seem to be the conse- 
quence of an "understanding" among the oil 
people. 
Favorable reports come to us from the 



well now sinking by the White Castle Oil 
Company on the Barbay tract, two miles 
south of the town, oil bearing sands hav- 
ing been struck, and real estate in the im- 
mediate vicinity has taken quite a spurt 
There is oil there, but will it be found in 
paying quantities? Many are sanguine. 

Mr. Danuel Molaison, a valued employee 
of the Levert Lumber and Shingle Co., Ltd., 
of Crescent, and Miss Cecelia Kleinpeter, 
eldest daughter of Mrs. Lodolska Kleinpeter, 
of Bayou Plaquemine, were married last 
week; and this week was celebrated the 
nuptial ceremony which linked together the 
lives of Mr. Leopold Sommer and Miss 
Henrietta Moyse. 

Judge E. B. Talbot, of this district, says 
no court will be held during July and Au- 
gust in IBEBVUXE. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPECIAL COBBBSPOyDBNOB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

And still the rain comes not. Day after 
day the sun rises in a cloudless sky and 
shines unobscured until it goes down, parch- 
ing vegetation of every sort and literally 
baking the ground. It Is useless to attempt 
to conceal or deny the fact that the situa- 
tion Is becoming serious. Worst of all, 
there Is no rain In sight This (Thursday) 
morning, shortly before daylight, the sky 
became overcast and a light mist fell, but 
later, when the sun rose, there were very 
few clouds in sight, and the prospect of 
rain seems as remote as ever. While there 
have been several light, scattered rains dur- 
ing the past two months, we have had no 
satisfactory rain since April 18 or there- 
abouts. In many places the old corn Is 
given up as dead beyond resurrection. One 
of the largest planters in the parish, whose 
corn was all planted at about the same time, 
stated yesterday that he did not expect to 
make any corn at all, and that the best he 
dared hope for was that he would save some 
fodder. As for the young corn, there is 
no certainty that it would make much even 
'If copious showers fell this week. There 
is every indication, therefore, that the corn 
crop of this parish will be decidedly short 
this year, to say the least of it. 

Cane Is also suffering terribly, with slight 
ly varying conditions In different loi:alltiea 
As a general proposition, it can be said that 
plant has been Injured more than stubble 
and that It Is sufferlpg In a correspondingly 
greater degree. There Is no exaggeration 
in saying that the crop Is fully a month late 
In the matter of growth. In the upper por- 
tion of the parish there are numerous small 
hills, resulting from a crevasse In that sec- 
tion many years ago. On these hillocks the 
cane has died, while patches of yellow scat- 
tered about the field in other places, show 
the work of the pitiless sun and the absence 
of rain. A small planter, who usually 
raises from 1,500 to 2,000 tons of cane for 
the factory, announced last Sunday that he 
had practically abandoned his crop, from 
which he expected to make only seed for 
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next year. The gentleman referred to lives 
in a section of the parish peculiarly unfor- 
tunate in the matter of precipitation, less 
rain having fallen there than elsewhere. 
Very little cane has been laid by, but the 
crop has been worked most thoroughly, and 
to that extent, at least, will be in good con- 
dition to stand a rainy spell, should one set 
in. On some plantations, work has been 
almost entirely discontinued. 

Like cane and corn, cotton is also begin- 
ning to suffer seriously from the protracted 
drought, and the farmers who cultivate the 
fleecy staple are becoming uneasy. The 
rice people are the only planters in the 
parish who are not complaining. 

The old adage that "misfortunes never 
come singly" is being forcibly exemplified 
here. As if the drought were not enough, 
that dread stock disease, charbon, must 
needs set in, threatening a repetition of last 
summer's epidemic, which was so fatal here. 
Several animals have aied of the disease 
during the past week, and more new cases 
are reported. Most of the large planters 
are having their stock inoculated and are 
otherwise taking every precaution to pre- 
vent the spread of the malady. 

A bill is pending in the Legislature, now 
in session at Baton Rouge, which will prove 
of Interest to cane growera Under existing 
conditions, cane now grown in one levee 
district may be shipped to another district 
and there converted into sugar without pay- 
ing the produce tax thereon. The bill re- 
ferred to cures this defect by holding both 
grower and manufacturer liable in solido 
for the produce tax, so that if not paid at 
point of shipment, it will be collected at 
destination. This bill has passed the house, 
and will undoubtedly become a law in a 
few weeks. 

Hon. Andrew H. Gay, of Iberville, was a 
prominent visitor here a few days ago. H«: 
reports that in his section, as elsewhere, the 
crops are suffering terribly from the prevail- 
ing drought. 

Vegetable gardens are ruined and the dust 
has become a veritable plague in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL COBBB8PONDBNCK.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

With the rain of last Monday, the crops 
in the immediate vicinity of Napoleon\ iUe 
are growing quite rapidly. A very hard rain 
fell, accompanied, unfortunately, by a heavy 
wind, that did some damage to the corn 
crops. Some hail fell. In other portions of 
the parish both above and below there was 
not near as much rain, and, in consequence, 
like Oliver Twist, the planters cry for 
**more." 

A rather singular condition of affairs 
existed last week, showing the contrasts of 
our Louisiana weather. Within a radius 
of three miles ploughing was desisted from, 
necessarily^ on two plantations, in one 
case, because of excessive moisture; in the 



other, because the ground for lack of mois- 
ture would not permit it. 

A good rain would be of great assistance 
everywhere, even if work should be inter- 
rupted thereby for several days. Planters 
are well up with their work, some are about 
through laying by, with the usual privilege, 
viz., to work out once more if too much 
grass appears. 

I learn that down the Attakapas canal the 
crops are booming, and that they have had 
an abundance of rain. Mr. Malhiot, of Oak- 
ley, says that they will take a week's dry 
weather without grumbling. Oil tanks are 
being rapidly completed, and the "Louis- 
iana" makes frequent trips discharging her 
not too pleasant-smelling cargo. The burn- 
ing of fuel oil will be quite general, although 
not universal, the coming campaign. 

A recent trip on the Texas & Pacific to New 
Orleans led me to the belief that the Lafour- 
che valley has been peculiarly favored this 
season, if one may judge from the crop 
outlook. Compared with a majority of the 
crops, particularly below St. James Station, 
we found the bayou crops in every way 
superior, including stand, size and general 
appearance of fields, this statement apply- 
ing not alone to cane, but to com as well. 
The attack of worms or bugs on some places 
in the river parishes seemed, when viewed 
from the car window, as very destructive, 
and to make the prospect disheartening. 

Mr. W. L. Martin and family, after a 
week's stay visiting relatives in Assump- 
tion and Lafourche, returned to their home 
in Marshall, Texas. Mr. Walter Godchaux 
left last week for a fortnight's outing. The 
Assumption Eagle last Thursday made, in 
its initial number, its bow to the public, 
and its neat, newsy appearance was favor- 
ably commented upon. Assumption with 
two papers, two banks, two railroads (not 
counting the threat of one or two electric, 
and ah additional steam railroad) is be- 
ginning to feel quite happy. However of 
this and other matters. More Anon. 



Vermiiion. 

(SPECIAL COBRESPOKDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather is very dry and dusty In this 
section of the country. The drought is be- 
coming alarming and without rain in a very 
few days crops will be damaged 50 per cent 
and in some localities more. There have 
been local showers fioating round the coun- 
try for several days, but they cover a very 
small territory, often not over a quarter of 
a mile wide and a mile long. There has 
been no visable sign of rain for the past 
three days, in fact it does not appear now 
as if it might ever rain again. The tem- 
perature has been hovering around 90 de- 
grees for more than ten days and at times it 
is almost unbearable. Our safety valve, the 
Gulf breeze, is all that saves us from melt- 
ing around promiscuously. The com crop 
is in a very critical condition. Old corn 
is just now making and it wants rain. In 
the Prairie Gregg section of the country the 
corn crop is almost a failure, in other sec- 
tions it is badly damaged and the expected 
yield will be cut down at least one half; cane 
is still growing very nicely but is now need- 



ing rain. The crop is promising and though 
the outlook is not as bright as it might be 
the cane farmer expects to make some money 
on this crop. Rice is not doing so well, in 
many places there is not sufficient water to 
make the crop and the dry weather makes 
it that much more difficult to keep water 
on the lands. It requires at least one-third 
more water this year to irrigate land than 
it did last, the ground drinks it up as fast 
as you can put it on. The rice crop along 
the Hunter canal is in much better shape 
than in any other section of the country. 
Water has been plentiful up to date on this 
canal and it promises to furnisn sufficient 
water to mature the crop, the L. & H. canal 
at Gueydan is also furnishing all the water 
required for the present demands* Deep 
wells are covering themselves with glory 
this year. Every man who has a well in 
operation has a fine crop and has it safe. 
There are being -.5 or 20 wells put down 
in this section now and the demand for them 
is something fierce; everybody will have a 
well next year it seems. The cotton crop is 
in very good condition. P. C. M. 



West Vermilion, 

(SPECIAL COBBESPONDBMCE.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues dry and hot, but 
notwithstanding these disadvantager the rice 
ciop is looking exceedingly good, and ii the 
fresh water supply continues to hold on for 
the next ten days the rice crop la this sec- 
tion will be sufficiently advanced to insure 
a very fair yield. 

The L. & H. Canal is kept continually full 
and the farmers are instructed by J. W. 
Myers, the manager of the canal, to flood 
all the rice they possibly can, so they will 
be in a condition to hold off flooding for 
several weeks should the salt water i^iake 
its appearance. 

The demand for deep wells is something 
wonderful, especially in the Klondike sec- 
tion, which lies 12 miles to the west of 
Gueydan. The Klondike canal has been 
forced to sink deep wells in order to savt 
the rice in that section. They have just 
completed four 12-inch deep wells, from 
which they will supply the farmers along 
the canal with fresh water. 

R, A. McClure and Craig Gilmore, two 
extensive land owners of West Vermilion, 
have had deep wells sunk on some of their 
farms which are located west of Gueydan. 
Mr. McClure, having had two 12-inch wells 
and Mr. Gilmore two 12-inch wells also. 

The Gueydan rice mill is now having brick 
placed on the ground for the foundation of 
their mammoth warehouse which will be 
built at an early date. The warehouse In 
question will be 300 by ?.00 feet. 

The little city of Gueydan is experiencing 
a boom which has never been equalled be- 
fore. On every hand there can be seen 
houses springing up as if by magic. 

Contracts for the iredging of the Gueydan 
drainage canal will be let within a short 
time. 

H. L. Gueydan, a prominent rice planter 
of this section is attending the meeting of 
the Rice Association of America, which is 
in session at Galveston this week. X. P. 



St. Mary. 

The planters are working out their crops 
as fast as possible pince the spell of good 
weather furnished them with the opportu- 
nity. The stand of cane is just splendid, 
while the corn is virtually matured, and is 
a splendid crop, with an increased acreage 
over last year. Six weeks more of cultiva- 
tion of the cane will display the biggest and 
best crop the planters of St. Mary ever had. 
— St. Mary Optic. 
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Avoyelles. 

(BPBCIAL COBBBSPOHBBlfaB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

So far this month has been remarkably 
dry, to the great surprise of every one who 
is connected In any way with agricultural 
pursuits. Corn is suffering badly for want 
of rain. The truth of the matter is that it 
is now out of the question to count on har- 
vesting much if any more than half a crop 
of com. The planters with whom I have 
talked this week state without exception 
that they have never before seen the corn 
crop fall off as it has done during the past 
eight days. There is acre after acre that is 
apparently drying up and it has lost all 
Its color and has quit growing. To get any 
value out of this com it should be cut and 
shocked in the field for use as stock feed. 

The pea crop is not growing or doing 
well owing to lack of moisture. Only on 
the very best lands is the growth of the 
peas found satisfactory. Cane is beginning 
to suffer for the want of rain, but not so 
much as corn; however cane is bound to fall 
off in growth unless there is rain during 
this week or the early part of next week. 
During the month of >Iay the prospects for 
a heavy cane crop were never so bright. 
The cane raisers were all in the best of 
spirits over their prospects but to-day there 
is a change in their looks which indicates 
plainly that all is not well. The cane farm- 
ers want rain badly to improve the growth 
oX their crops. Cotton which usually stands 
the drought better than any other crop in 
this country is now beginning to suffer for 
want of rain. I have visited to-day the 
Oakland plantation, one of the fine estates 
belonging to Dr. W. D. Haas, and found 
manager C. Harper a busy man. They have 
some four hundred acres planted to cotton 
and two hundred acres to corn and peas be- 
sides a number of cuts in alfalfa and sor- 
ghum. Dr. Haas is well advanced with his 
field work. His cotton crop is clean and 
thoroughly cultivated and growing but it 
is needing rain to help it along. At the 
beginning of this month Oakland planta- 
tion had as fine a prospect for a good corn 
crop as one would wish for, but since the 
dry weather set in the crop has lost heavily 
and it is now failing fast. Mr. Harper will 
cut a second crop of alfalfa this week; he is 
now feeding sorghum to his mules, giving 
them all that they will eat, and it is not 
out of order to say that the plow teams on 
the Oakland plantation are In splendid con- 
dition, well fed, sleek and strong for the 
steady work they have to perform. 

It was a pleasure to the writer this week 
to meet Mr. Ed. King, of Lincoln parish, 
and I learned from him that when he left 
home a few days ago rain was beginning 
to be needed. Mr. King reported that cane 
was looking well and that it was well ad- 
vanced and growing. The cane raisers of 
Lincoln manage to make about enough 
syrup to supply themselves and it is all of 
a very fine quality. Mr. King said that hi3 
father had in reserve some &yiup which he 
had put up in jugs, hermetically sealed, that 
was five years old and when opened it was 
as bright and sparkling as the day it was 
made. Besides growing cane, corn, cotton 
and peas the farmers in Lincoln parish arc 
now turning their attention to wheat which 
Mr. King thought would prove profitable. 

' Erin. 



Rapides. 



(SPECIAL CORRESPONDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The dry weather, the effect of which was 
plainly noticeable last week, has increased 



daily in its destructiveness. The com crop 
that promised a full crop a week ago has 
turned backward at a fearful rate and will 
only make a small percentage of the crop 
it would have mad6 had we gotten the mois- 
ture needed a few days ago. 

Cane still looks well and continues a 
small growth. The stalks are fully as large 
as they were at this time last year, but we 
must remember that last year was an ex- 
tremely backward year. The healthy con- 
dition of the cane and the thorough tillage 
it is receiving should stimulate a very rapici 
growth when moisture does come and it is 
to be hoped that it will come early In the 
summer months, as we have noticed that 
cane which develops late in the fall never 
has a very high Bucrose while the purity 
may be satisfactory. 

Cotton continues to do well and, except 
in a few spots, apparently finds sufficient 
moisture; however cotton is a plant tha\ 
thrives best during dry, hot weather. 

In a few days the Chetwoode refinery will 
have up steam and proceed to dry out the 
second sugar brought over from last year's 
crop. I am informed that no extensive re- 
pairs will be made at Chetwoode this year. 
The only change is that oil will be used en- 
tirely in place of wood and coal. 

The Loyd Sugar and Molasses Company, 
of Loyd, La., will increase their capacity 
somewhat by reinforcing their boiling 
house, work on same having already com- 
menced. 

Mr. Jas. H. Meeker, one of Rapides best 
young men, who was recently married in 
New Orleans, came home with his bride 
Wednesday evening. 

Mr. C. O. Freeman, the genial and efficient 
manager of the Chetwoode plant, returned 
Sunday from an extended trip through Porto 
Rico via New York. His many friends are 
pleased to see him again, looking the very 
picture of good health. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Pegram, of Ewanee 
plantation, are visiting friends and relatives 
and enjoying the milder climate in Vir 
ginia and the Carolinas. They will return 
in September. Rapides. 



Beet Sugar in Colorado. 

( special cobrespondbk cb. ) 

Denveb, Coix)., May 11, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

I recently made a trip by rail through 
northern Colorado, of which so much has 
been written regarding its resources as a 
beet sugar producing section and more re- 
cently as an oil basin, this more particular- 
ly in the vicinity of Boulder. I did not stop 
at Boulder, but evidence of drilling for oil 
could be seen from the car window, where 
more than thirty derricks could be counted 
at one time. Reports of the amount of oil 
secured at these different wells are some- 
what confiicting, but it is evident that oil 
exists, and evidently believed to be in pay- 
ing quantities, by the large number who 
are at large expense prosecuting its develop- 
ment. Not being in any way familiar with 
the oil proposition I will not venture an 
opinion, but hope it may prove all that its 
most sanguine friends predict. 

The immediate future development of the 
beet sugar industry, so far as it relates to 
the erection of additional new factories, be- 
yond those that are now building at Greeley 
and Eaton, is somewhat problematic. The 
reasons that are assigned for the deferred 
erection at Longmont and Port Collins are 
practically the same, viz., the uncertainty 
of the measure now before Congress as it 
relates to change of tariff duties on Cuban 
raw sugar. The general belief is freely 
expressed that the proper steps had been 



taken at both Longmont and Fort Collins 
to secure the immediate erection of fac- 
tories, had it not been for this proposed 
change in tariff. At each of these places 
the adjoining territory has been thorough- 
ly canvassed, and pledges made by farmers 
to grow certain acreages of beets for the 
factories aggregating a specified amount. On 
these pledges made in contract form, al- 
though in many cases admittedly made by 
men who have never had any exi^erience 
whatever in growing beets, the people evi- 
dently confidently rely. 

The enlargement of the Loveland factory 
to double its former capacity, to that of 1,- 
000 tons, is appreciated in the entire district 
even outside of Loveland's surrounding ter- 
ritory, evidencing a general good feeling 
for the growth of the industry as a whole. 

Now Windsor, located about midway be- 
tween Fort CoUins on the west and Greeley 
on the east, is admirably well situated for 
a factory. Although only 13 miles westerly 
from Greeley, it is surrounded with an ex- 
cellent agricultural country and well sup- 
plied with water for irrigation. Beets were 
grown by a number of different farmers last 
year for the Loveland factory and more are 
being grown this year. New Windsor is 
on the line of the Colorado & Southern 
Railway, and thus within short distance 
by rail from coal and lime rock, and should 
the Boulder oil wells develop a large flow 
of fuel oil, as is predicted, this cheap fuel 
can be used. The town has a population of 
perhaps 600 people, with good schools, and 
several church buildings. All different lines 
of business are represented^ industry, two 
hotels, one bank and a live weekly news- 
paper. The town is evidencing commend- 
able enterprise and one that is attractive 
to strangers in the erection of water works 
with mains in both the resident as well as 
the business portion. 

We enjoyed our stop at this point and 
found the people thoroughly possessed with 
the beet sugar factory fever, on the same 
lines as prevail at the other towns, and it is 
claimed measurably successful, but not to 
the extent of entirely filling the desired 
amount of 4,000 acres, which, if secured, it 
is claimed will assure the erection of a fac- 
tory. .Dr. Raymond and others were active- 
ly engaged in making this canvass among 
the farmers, and from their general disposi- 
tion to engage to grow beets, full confidence 
prevails among the town's people that New 
Windsor will soon be ntimbered among 
Colorado towns having a beet sugar factory. 

A. T. Crary, proprietor of a livery stable, 
told us that the sugar factory object was 
the topic of interest generally among the 
farmers who called at his barn "to feed their 
horses when in town. Mr. N. A. Knowlton, 
the genial host of the Almo hotel, but for- 
merly a resident of Greeley, expressed him- 
self of the opinion that New Windsor pos- 
sessed in its well settled surrounding ter- 
ritory every element for the success enjoyed 
by the latter town. 

We made a short stop at Greeley, visiting 
the beet sugar factory now well under way. 
Its location is southeasterly from the town, 
practically in its suburbs, and within ten 
minutes walk from the business center. 
Here we boarded the Union Pacific train 
fifty miles south to Denver, making in all 
a circuitous route of about 150 miles, and 
from Denver turned a trip "around the 
horn." This territory represents a section 
as favorably situated in all natural ad- 
vantages for the development and growth of 
the sugar beet inaustry as any we have 
visited in the United States, and we do not 
hesitate to predict that in the near future 
visitors in making tnis circle trip will not 
only see as at present two, but at least six 
beet sugar factories. M. A. Lunn. 
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Berlin. 

(SPECIAL C0RBB8P0MDBMCB.) 

BEBLII7, Mat 31, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The longed for change in the weather has 
finally set in, but in such an abrupt and sur- 
prising way, that the climatic conditions of 
to-day and a week ago cannot bear any com- 
parison. Last week ended almost eTery- 
where with a low temperature and a contin- 
ued propensity to rain, and to-day tropical 
heat is prevailing without any prospect for 
moist precipitation. This latter circum- 
stance is, however, for the present, of minor 
importance, for the £oil is, except in certain 
Eastern districts, soaked with moisture, and 
thus the change which now has taken place 
is largely for the better. Field work could 
be prosecuted undisturbed by rain, the sow- 
ings have been finished and the fields sown 
at the commencement of the season, so far 
quite backward, with regard to the develop- 
ment of the plants, show a marked progress. 
But notwithstanding there is still a back- 
wardness of about eight days and this no 
doubt will be quickly recovered if some time- 
ly rains arrive to help the warm weather. 
The situation, however, would be exceedingly 
precarious if the present dry heat should 
keep on, in which case the tender young 
plants would wither and the stand, which at 
present is not at all too dense, would be 
thinned out much more. These remarks hold 
also good for the balance of the other beet- 
.^owing countries, except lor Russia, who 
rejoiced last week a good alternation of 
mild and rainy weather. 

With regard to the Brussels Convention, 
which I am sorry to continue bothering your 
esteemed readers with, everybody has been 
under the impression that the stipulations 
of that act of international negotiations 
would meet in France with the approval of 
the sugar industry -and agriculture, princi- 
pally on the ground that Germany and Aus- 
tria, the most formidable competitors of 
France, were going to be deprived of the 
possibility of retaining their cartells. It 
seems, however, that the French are awake 
to the fact that the loss of the bounty is not 
counterbalanced by the destruction of price 
combinations outside of France. Anyway, 
the agriculturists and manufacturers of the 
principal sugar departments of France have 
recently held a meeting in which a resolution 
was unanimously carried, that the treaty 
called the Brussels Convention should be 
rejected, and it was further resolved that 
after the completion of the new cabinet that 
the representatives of the Department du 
Nord, Pas-de-Calais, Aime Marne and Meuse 
would pass over to the opposition in case 
the government should try to press the con- 
vention through tne parliament. Evidently 
the other two large sugar powers of the con- 
tinent are awaiting the issue of the parlia- 
mentary debates in Germany. In France the 
contingency of a rejection by the Reichstag 
is already taken into consideration and it is 



said, that the fVench government intends in 
this case to propose to do away with indi- 
rect bounties, but to pay a direct bounty of 
fr. 15, for 100 kilogr. refined, with the re- 
striction, however, that the whole amount of 
the bounty should not exceed 75 millions of 
francs. This, the government suppose, would 
enable the French industrials to fight suc- 
cessfully the subsiaies paid in other coun- 
tries and on the other hand diminish the out- 
lay of the state for the support of the indi- 
genous sugar industry. At least, it is calcu- 
lated that with a law like this France would 
safely export about 500,000 tons of sugar. 
In Austria the minister of foreign affairs 
was asked whether by a closer harmony of 
the German and Austrian empires, England 
could not have been prevented from getting 
her will in this vexed affair. The minister 
answered that it would not have been wise 
to keep aloof under present circumstances, 
but that the decision now lies with the par- 
liament. Whether the Austrian parliament 
will take that hint remains to be seen, but, 
unpopular as this Brussels convention may 
be, there are a great many persons who are 
afraiu of a tariff war with England, which 
they fear will break out if the convention 
is rejected. However this may be, the fate 
of the convention and, in consequence, the 
solution of the bounty question, is still very 
problematical, and it is at least quite doubt- 
ful whether the work of the diplomatists 
will be ratified by their respective parlia- 
ments. 

A new process oi extracting ine sugar out 
of the beet is at present much spoken of. 
The inventor is Mr. Steffen, of Vienna. The 
peculiarity of this process is that only one 
high polarizing running is gained and that 
a larger part of sugar is left in the cuttings, 
which thus furnish a very valuable kind of 
fodder for the cattle. The idea is, as molas- 
ses and sugar of low test is now given to 
the animals it would be more economical to 
leave the last particles of sugar in the beet 
so that a good deal of work and fuel might 
be saved. The process is a kind of macera- 
tion and therefore practically a falling back 
on a method of Juice extraction a long time 
already out of use and considered as wholly 
antiquated. But in the present form it is a 
new invention and patented in Germany and 
probably also elsewhere. The method in 
question is evidently a child of the present 
pinching times, and perhaps in — it may be 
hoped — not too far a future when sugar has 
ceased to be a drug in the market, the meth- 
ods aiming at a full exhaustion of the beets 
will regain their former place and value. 
However, under present circumstances It is 
a matter of course that several factories are 
'going to mount it in their works. 
j The dismal and cheerless tone of the mar- 
kets characterizing them since some time 
I has also prevailed in the week under review, 
' only towards the close there has been a 
j slight improvement, which is due to some 
, purchases for covering June contracts. Prices 
i therefore don't close on their lowest level. 



At Magdeburg the quotation for actual 88 
per cent sugar is M. 7.0-V.325 and delivery 
June closed at Hamburg at M. 6.15 f. o. b. 
Refined does not show any change in value 
or tendency. Robert Hennio. 



Havana. 

Havana, June 13, 1902. 
(special c0rbb8p0ndbncb.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market — In spite of another decline 
in London, for beet sugar, as prices con- 
tinued ruling unchanged in New York pur- 
chasers at this place still exhibited good dis- 
positions for the acquisition of large parcels, 
but as ruling prices still failed to gratify 
holders* aspirations, nothing was done hard- 
ly in this market, but on the coast, where 
planters showed more willingness to part 
with their stocks at offered figures, a moder- 
ate business was carried on and about 80,- 

000 bags centrifugals changed hands at from 
1.33% to 1.45 cents for 92 to 94 test and at 
from 1% to 1.57% cents for 95 to 96 test, at 
which prices the market closes to-day quiet, 
owing chiefiy to the lack of sellers. 

It will be noticed that some lots of very 
low test have been sold this week, which is 
due to the exceedingly warm weather that 
has prevailed for several weeks past and 
the subsequent rain that has considerably 
affected the polarization of the stored su- 
gars. The owners of stocks bought some 
time ago and who delayed to ship them off, 
in expectation of the rebate in duties in the 
United States, are likely to suffer therefore 
besides the disappointment brought on by 
the tardiness of the Washington Congress, 
in passing a resolution to said effect, great 
prejudice in their Interests. 

Weather and Crop Reports — The wet sea- 
son which was so much needed and eagerly 
longed for, has at last set in and as it would 
seem, in a positive manner, since it has been 
raining for several consecutive days more or 
less intensely over the whole island, and 
the water is pouring down with such abund- 
ance, especially in the eastern region, that 
it is feared it may give scope to some dis- 
astrous inundations in that part of the is- 
land. 

Whatever small amount of labor was be- 
ing effected in the fields has been forcibly 
suspended until fair weather set In again. 

The crop may now be considered as totally 
terminated, throughout the whole island, 
since the fact that six or eight factories 
may resume grinding and keep it up for 
two or three weeks longer, when fair weather 
sets in again, can produce no effect whatever 
upon the demand for laborers, whereas the 
low prices at which the majority of planters 
and cano growers were compelled to sell 
their sugars this year, will certainly prevent 
them from undertaking any new planting 
and for the cultivation and cleaning of old 
! fields they will not be able to employ the 
! fourth part of the hands they are accustomed 

1 to engage for similar work in previous 
j years. The question is to find out bow so 
I many unemployed men shall manage to live 
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and support their families until the end of 
the year, when grinding will be resumed and 
their services will be needed again. 

In view of the lack of work on the island 
at the present moment, which makes it very 
hard for domestic laborers to earn their liv- 
ing, and in compliance with the ruling im- 
migration law, the port authorities have just 
prohibited the landing of forty-nine Chinese, 
who arrived here this week on board of the 
American steamship Morro Castle, that is 
under the obligation of taking them back to 
New York, from wnich port they proceeded. 
Plantation "Santa Teresa" at Sagua, made 
this year, 75,000 bags of 325 pounds of su- 
gar; factory "Pastora," at Ranchelo, ground 
4,844,699 arrobes (of 25 lbs. each) from 
which it obtained an output of 30,786 bags 
of sugar of 1st and 2nd class; "Santa Rosa, ' 
in the same locality, 6,425,834 arrobes of 
cane and turned out 52,277 bags of sugar 
and, though all above named plantations 
have prepared large extensions of land for 
the next crop, it is likely that their owners 
will give up the idea of planting it. 

T. D. 



Demerara. 

Georgetown, May 22, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar — A sale of 1,000 tons, dark crystals, 
at $1.71 on the departure of the last mail 
was then reported by us. Since then the 
market has exhibited great weakness and 
about 2.000 tons were let go during the fort- 
night at about $1.68, $1.65 and $1.66%; next 
prices will be entirely influenced by cables 
received. 

The estimate for May and June grinding 
is likely to be realized to its fullest extent; 
20,000 to 25,000 tons of which the bulk will 
be D. C. and only a small portion yellow gro- 
cery for England. 

The weather has been alternately hot and 
showery and most favorable to the cultiva- 
tion. The juice of the present canes cut 
tests well — mostly 1% pound cane sugar per 
imperial gallon, some lower, some higher, 
average about two tons per acre. Prospects 
for October grinding are still fair, although 
it is held that a large percentage of the riper 
canes cannot fully develop their growth, af- 
ter having become stunted in the heavy 
weather of the early part of the year. 

WiETING & RiCHTER. 



Scientific Cane-Qrowing in Hawaii. 

In the Hawaiian Islands sugar cane is 
irrigated exclusively by means of ditches 
3Sd furrows. In laying out a field to be 
p*l!inted in sugar cane the first step is to 
ipakc a survey of the area and to determine 
its contour. The notes of the survey wil? 
show the direction in which the cane fur- 
rows shall be constructed, and also show 
■^here the laterals which feed the furrows 
^ould be located. On uneven ground the 
furrows are curved in order that the grade 
may be kept uniform. If a field is practi- 
cally level — and there are vast areas of rel- 
atively level land in locations where cane 
sugar is likely to be grown— the furrows 
are dug straight through the field. The 



most level field, however, usually has a dom- 
inant decline in some direction which is 
usually determined by the general forma- 
tion of the lands of the region. The Ha- 
waiian Islands are of volcanic origin, and 
hence the general slope of the land is from 
the craters to the sea. The country is moun- 
tainous in the neighborhood of the volca- 
noes. The slopes become flatter as lower 
levels are reached, until the decline appar- 
ently disappears in the lands bordering on 
the sea coast. The latter have been depos- 
ited by streams running from higher lands. 
In spite of the flat appearance of these low- 
lands they generally have a decline toward 
the sea which is not only sufficient to make 
the distribution of water a simple matter, 
but also to effect the discharge of under- 
ground water. This, however, is not always 
the case, the writer having several tracts 
in mind where the ground water cannot 
find a discharge owing to its surface being 
but slightly above the level of high tide. 

Volume of the Application. — Schuyler and 
Allardt, in treating of this subject under 
the conditions of the Hawaiian Islands, 
state that "it seems to be generally under- 
stood by all planters that the depth of 
each watering, i. e., ~the volume of each ap- 
plication, shall be at the least an average 
of 3 inches or 4 inches over the whole sur- 
face of the ground." The same authors 
quote one of their witnesses as saying, "11,- 
000 cubic feet per acre every seven days 
will produce the very best results in grow- 
ing sugar cane." That volume is equal to 
3 1-3 inches of water over the whole ground 
per weekly application. Another example 
from the same authority gives "10,890 cubic 
feet per acre to each watering every seven 
days." This volume is equal to an applica- 
tion of 3 inches of water over the whole 
ground once a week. When the small rain- 
fall was added to the amounts applied by 
irrigation upon the plantations spoken of 
by Schuyler and Allardt, then the average 
application per seven days over the stated 
period of flfteen months or sixty-five weeks 
appeared as follows: 

Depth of water applied to sugar cane dur- 
ing sixty-five weeks (rainfall and irriga- 
tion) : 

Water Mean 

applied application 

Plantation. per acre per week 

inches. inches. 

Spreckelsville (1) 262.0 4.03 

Spreckelsville (2) 216.0 3.32 

Hamakuapoko 230.2 3.54 

Kekaha 198.2 3.05 

The figures in the outer column indicate 
the average depth of application per week 
during the growth of the crop, which is 
given as sixty-five weeks. Concerning the 
value placed upon the rainfall, Schuyler and 
Allardt say: "The rain may at times ex- 
ceed the quantity applied artificially, but 
irrigation is performed the same as usual, 
notwithstanding, in order that there shall 
be no break in the continuity of the water- 
ings." 

Mode of Application — The two chief sys- 
tems of applying irrigation water have al- 
ready been spoken of: First, by fiooding, 
and second, by furrow application. Two 
methods of applying water by the system 
of furrows have also been considered. For 
the present purpose we return to the system 
of a main ditch which feeds the laterals, 
which in turn feed the furrows, the furrows 
being laid out at right angles to the laterals, 
which are drawn parallel with the natural 
slope of the land or with the water flow. 
The section of furrow between the laterals 
is assumed to be 30 feet in length, each lat- 
eral watering 15 feet on either side. Very 
frequently the water is let into the furrows 
from only one side of the laterals, although 



this practice is giving way. Again, the 
length of the section of furrow along which 
the water has to flow, in present practice,, 
varies from 30 feet to 50 feet, sections 35 
feet to 45 feet being the more common. 

The length of time that a given flow of 
water will require to reach the end of a 
furrow section, all other things being the 
same, will be in proportion to the length of 
the section; consequently, the length of time 
that the water must flow over the end of the 
section of furrow abutting the feeding lat- 
eral is decided by the time that the water 
requires to reach the farther end of the 
furrow. The other factors also controlling 
the length of time required to reach the 
whole length of the furrow are the volume 
of the stream, the slope of the ground, and 
porousness of the soil. When the soil is 
loose, as it is in furrows newly made, the 
water travels slowly, it being absorbed by 
the soil at the end of the furrow next to 
the inlet. The continued flow flnally sat- 
urates the soil,' and the water gradually 
travels along the furrow, until it reaches 
the farther end, where, after a short time, 
it is shut off and turned into the next fur- 
row. As the soil in the furrow becomes 
more solid and close with time the water 
travels more quickly, and the distribution 
tends to become somewhat more even, but 
in such a length of furrow the distribution 
never becomes uniform. The economic re- 
sults of this uneven distribution are imme- 
diate and as follows: The effect of an ex- 
cess of water at the end of the furrow next 
to the inlet upon the cane is first to retard 
the germination of the seed by largely ex- 
cluding the air from the soil. Without which 
incipient growth cannot proceed. The effect 
upon the cane continues and has been ob- 
served even up to its maturity. The action 
upon the soil is at first seen in the washing 
out of the soluble constituents upon which 
the crop depends for its nutrition. If the 
action is continued in low lands where there 
is imperfect drainage, the mechanical state 
of the subsoil is seriously affected, becoming 
close and more impervious, which is due 
not only to the water but also to the carry- 
ing down of soluble alkaline salts. While 
these effects are taking place at the end of 
the furrow, which receives the great ex- 
cess of water, the 15 feet at the farther end 
is not receiving moisture enough for the re- 
quirements of the cane; the cane there is 
suffering for want of winter, and the 15 feet 
next to the inlet is suffering from an excess 
of water. The middle 15 feet in tj^e section 
is the only portion which is receiving ap- 
proximately an average. of the quantity that 
is being applied. Were the sections of fur- 
rows only 15 feet long, with laterals feeding 
the furrows on each side, the distribution of 
the water would be relatively even over 
the whole surface of the ground. 

At the Hawaiian Experiment Station the 
land is relatively level. The furrows are 
parallel and are 5 feet apart. They are 
all divided into sections 10 feet in length, 
for irrigation. At the first irrigation and 
afterwards, until the cane becomes too large 
for their use, the sections are divided by 
iron gates that are made to fit and block 
the furrow. Later, permanent divisions of 
earth are made. Each section of 10 feet re- 
ceives, by actual measurement, its quota of 
water, the number of gallons applied mean- 
ing either half-an-inch, 1 inch, or whatever 
is determined upon. By this system the 
ground receives uniformly the same depth 
of water. 

Frequency and Volume of Application.— 
The volume of water to be applied and the 
frequency of the application are controlled 
by the crops being grown and the system 
of irrigation in use. The volume of water 
applied and the manner of applying it -are 
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(actors which in one respect control the 
frequency of the application. If the sec- 
tions of the furrows exceed a given length, 
say 15 feet, it will be impossible to apply 
a small volume, since the water would not 
reach the farther end of the furrow. If, 
however, we adopt a length of furrow not 
exceeding 15 feet we then make it possible 
to lessen the volume of the application and 
yet secure good results by a more frequent 
application of the reduced volume. 

In considering the question of the volume 
of water that can be applied without loss, 
we are led back to a former paragraph 
where data are given upon the relative pow- 
er of soils to absorb and retain moisture. 
These physical properties, however, are not 
the only factors which determine the vol- 
ume of water that an acre of land can hold 
and the volume of water that may be ap- 
plied. The mass or depth of the soil is a 
still more significant factor. Deep soils, 
such as exist on these islands, where the 
depth may be 6 feet or more, can take up 
a large volume of water. Of course, if a 
large volume is repeated often enough and 
at short intervals, even such a soil will be- 
come saturated, and then the water will 
escape and be wasted. There are soils, how- 
ever, and over considerable areas of the 
Hawaiian Islands, which are relatively very 
thin, the depth varying from, say, 8 inches 
to 15 inches. It is at once apparent that 
such soils, even if their absorptive power 
is up to the average, cannot take up the 
same volume of water as the deeper soils 
spoken of, so that the escape and waste of 
water from them is not only great but much 
more rapid. Moreover, when a shallow soil, 
we will say 12 inches over the level, Is fur- 
rowed out for planting and irrigation, the 
depth of soil remaining at the bottom of the 
furrows is reduced to about 6 inches. When 
the water is run into the bottom of the fur- 
row it has merely 6 inches of soil to absorb 
it and prevent its escape. The soil of the 
ridges between the furrows, of course, could 
take care of the water if the latter were be- 
ing spread over the surface of the whole 
ground, which is the case under natural 
rainfall. It has been observed, however, 
that the lateral absorption of the water by 
the ridges is relatively small compared wltii 
the vertical rate of absorption of the soil in 
the furrow bottom, to which force has to 
be added the action of gravity in drawing 
the water down. — Dr, MaxwelVs Report, 



Condlticns in Fcrlo Rico. 

One of the most prominent members of 
President Roosevelt's Cabinet lately said 
the Government at Washington was so well 
satisfied with the conditions in Porto Rico 
that it gave no more thought to that island 
than it gave to the State of New Jersey. 
While this attitude of the authorities at 
Washington Is sufficiently complimentary to 
the insular Government, there still remain 
unsettled a few questions of moment relat- 
ing to Porto Rico, which it would be well if 
the Washington officials did not so readily 
dismiss from their minds. 

While in a political sense the island and 
its affairs, the system of insular government, 
including the system of taxation, of reve- 
nues, and of public schools, have been set 
going to the entire satisfaction of the Pres- 
ident and his advisers, and have ceased to 
be a source of doubt and anxiety, in a com- 
mercial sense the island and its possibili- 
ties are Just en the verge of discovery by 
the people of the United States. The news- 
papers in "the States," the title by which 
the islanders distinguish the home country 
from its new possessions, have just record- 
ed certain experiments made in Connecticut 
In the direction of producing a cigar-wrap- 



per like the Sumatra wrapper by growing 
the leaf under shade. More than two months 
ago a representative of the Tobacco Trust 
went to Porto Rico prepared to grow a to- 
bacco crop under the shelter of canvas or 
wooden slats. He selected a field in the 
Cayey district, and by this time his crop 
should be well under way. Unless high 
winds, which are more frequent in Porto 
Rico than in Connecticut, should destroy 
the shelter, there can be little doubt of the 
success of this early and important experi- 
ment in thinning the Porto Rican leaf and 
growing for the United States market what 
is considered by Americans a more attract- 
ive wrapper than this leaf in its natural 
state produces. The removal, last summer, 
of the United States tariff on Porto Rican 
tobacco caused so sudden and enormous a 
growth of the market in the states for Porto 
Rican cigars that some manufacturers were 
unable to supply the demand for their pro- 
duct. 

The coffee industry is in a less flourishing 
state. The hurricane of two years ago did 
great damage to the coffee plantations, and 
from it they have not recovered. Moreover, 
the Spanish duty on Porto Rican coffee has 
had the effect of closing this important 
transatlantic market, ahd the people of the 
United States are not yet aware of the great 
superiority of the island coffee in richness 
of body and flavor over the thinner Bra- 
zilian coffees, which are so largely consilraed 
in the states, where the latter coffees are 
bought by consumers for the Java* and 
Mocha product; the Mocha being readily 
supplied by sorting the round berries from 
the fiat ones growing in the same pod. The 
influences named, together with the desire 
of Spanish owners to withdraw from the 
island since it has come under American 
rule, have resulted in placing coffee planta- 
tions in the market at much less than their 
former value. 

The future prospects of the sugar industry 
are indicated by the erection by the Ameri- 
can Su?ar Trust of what is believed to be 
the most complete plant in the world for 
crushing the cane. In the extraordinary 
depth and richness of the soil, and In the 
climate, to which frost is unknown, and 
which permits one crop to succeed another 
as fast as the first matures, is found the 
certainty of a great agricultural develop- 
ment in the future, to which the agricul- 
tural schools started by Dr. Brumbaugh, 
the former capable Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, will also in turn contribute. With 
a population of nearly one million inhabi- 
tants, in an island some ninety miles in 
length and forty in width, but one-fifth of 
the land is at present cultivated, and thou- 
sands of the natives suffer from ansBmia. 
the most common disease of the island, 
largely because of an unvaried diet of a few 
fruits obtainable without labor. 

As a winter resort for Americans, the 
development of Porto Rico will' probably 
wait upon the building of roads and the in- 
troduction of means to vary the monotony 
of life. A few miles from Coamo, which is 
on the military road within an easy drive 
from Ponce, at Coamo Springs, the Spaniards 
maintained a resort which is well worth a 
visit. The hot waters gush from the hill- 
side into the stone baths, whose size, huge 
stoppers and faucets excite the visitor's cu- 
riosity. The grounds have an interesting 
collection of tropical vegetation, and the 
rooms, beds, and cuisine are not only safe — 
which is a high recommendation in a hot 
climate — they would be unusually attractive 
in the United States or Europe. The same 
thing may be said of the French hotel in 
Ponce. But at San Juan, the capital, a good 
hotel, clean in all its appointments, is need- 
ed. 



The most marked progress in Porto Rico 
has been made in the school work under 
Dr. Brumbaugh. The new frame school- 
houses m;l with in all parts of the island, 
or the old Spanish buildings of stone alter- 
ed into schoolhouses, all with American 
fiags waving over them, are, of course, more 
visible evidencejs of work accomplished than 
are the results of other governmental work 
on the part of Gov. Hunt and his subordi- 
nates. But even allowing for this, the chief 
hope for the future of Porto Rico seems 
to lie in the school work. At Ponce there 
is a school of some 400 children in which 
no Spanish is used. Even in the "shack" 
school on the mountain top the native teach- 
er, clad in her simple but clean gown, her 
stockingless feet covered with slippers, is 
day by day teaching the English equiva- 
lents of Spanish words. Everywhere Amer- 
ican patriotic songs are sung by the chil- 
dren, often in English, and the dedications 
of new schoolhouses exhibit the hospitality 
of the local Porto Rican authorities and 
their enthusiasm in the cause of education 
as well as the ardor of the children. With 
what spirit these last sing "The Stan Span- 
gled Banner" and wave their tiny American 
fiags! These occasions were always used 
by Dr. Brumbaugh to impress upon the 
large gatherings of adults and children that 
opportunity for all to learn to work and to 
develop followed the fiag> and everywhere 
the eager faces showed appreciation of the 
new doctrine. Perhaps not much can be ex- 
pected of the ignorant adult population of 
mixed blood; but the 50,000 cleanly dressed, 
bright-looking children now cared for by 
the public school system, which includes a 
normal school, are destined to lead the na- 
tive population of the island from the shift- 
less shack life which has endured so long. 

The chief American officials in Porto Rico 
are, without exception, men of high charac- 
ter, dignity, and ability, who have the fu- 
ture welfare o^ the island at heart. The 
only thing to make an American blush, if 
some inferior bridge-building under the mil- 
itary government be excepted, had its source 
at Washington. Popularly, the influence of 
a prominent United States Senator is cred- 
ited with responsibility for the extraordi- 
nary powers conferred upon the Bank of 
Porto Rico at San Juan. Congress permits 
the bank, with a capital of $900,000 and 
power to increase it to $1,200,000, to issue 
bank notes at present to the amount of $2,- 
700,000, and to increase the circulation to 
$3,600,000— which latter sum is equal to the 
entire circulation of money in the island. 
Of the authority thus misplaced. Treasurer 
J. H. Hollander, well known by reason of 
his connection with Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, and as the author of the. revenue law 
of Porto Rico, said: "The possibility of large 
issues at any time in the future cannot be 
regarded as other than a standing menace to 
the financial security of the island. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
No sane mind (in the United States) would 
propose to vest in a private agency power 
to issue notes to an amount equal to the 
total circulation of the country, and enjoy- 
ing no preference over other liabilities of 
the bank with respect to the security given 
by a metallic reserve of one-third. Yet this 
is precisely the relation of the Spanish bank 
to the island of Porto Rico." The custom 
houses and the post offices in the island will 
not accept the bank's notes. 

It is understood that the Danish islands, 
when ceded to the United States, will come 
under the insular government at San Juan. 
Already the island of Porto Rico is self- 
supporting. The island politics is absurdly 
personal from habit. The Federalist still 
regards the Republican as an enemy not 
fit to break bread with and unworthy of 
any recognition. He is perhaps, as vocifer- 

Digitized by LnOOQ iC 



402 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XXVIII, No. 26. 



OU8 a herald of a personal cause as the 
world has ever seen; but, fortunately, his 
energy evaporates in speech. The swift 
years will change many, and the rest will 
die. The Federalist would like a Territo- 
rial or State government, with himself and 
his friends in the offices. The time for 
Porto Rico to become a Territory will be 
nearer when school agencies have sent a 
hundred thousand pupils back to their com- 
munities, there to spread the example of re- 
spect for labor, truth, and decent living, for 
manhood and womanhood. — New York Na- 
tion. 



Leading: Sugar Cane in the Field by 
riachinery and Burning Fuel Oil 
In Bagasse Furnaces. 

. [Meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Assoclc- 
tlon, held on 12th day of Jane, 1908, with President 
CSmne Rost in the Chair and Secretary Dykers at 
the desk.] 

The secretary stated that there was at his 
office a communication from Mr. B. D. Wood- 
ward, Commissioner- General of the Paris 
Exposition, and which he would get and lay 
before the meeting. 

The Chair: While the secretary is gone 
for the communication of Commissioner 
Woodward, the Chair will state that we 
have before us this evening a diploma award- 
ed to the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion by the Commissioners of the Paris Ex- 
position, and also a bronze medal which is 
there on the desk. This diploma is worth 
preserving among the archives of the as- 
sociation, and the only way it can be done 
properly would be by having it framed un- 
der glass. Therefore, when the proper mo- 
ment comes, the Chair would ask that a 
motion be made instructing the secretary 
to have this diploma framed under glass, so 
it can be hung up and kept in the office of 
the secretary. While we are waiting for 
the Commissioner's communication, we 
will hear fro Mr. Stewart, of Laurel 
Hill, La., who will present to the association 
a system or plan of fuel oil £or bagasse fur- 
naces. At this point, Mr. Stewart read the 
paper referred to by the Chair, and which 
was printed in full m our last issue. 

The Chair: You have heard the reading 
of Mr. Stewart's paper. The matter not 
having been selected for discussion, no dis- 
cussion will follow; but if any member de- 
sires to ask any special questions of Mr. 
Stewart, he cer^inly has the privilege of 
doing so. If there are no questions, the 
Chair will ask what disposition you will 
make of this paper; whether you desire to 
have it made part of the proceedings of the 
association. Thereupon, on motion, Mr. 
Stewart's paper was ordered printed as part 
of the proceedings, and the thanks of the 
association tendered to him for it. 

At this point, Secretary Dykers read the 
communication from Commissioner Wood 
ward. 

The Chair: The Chair has already called 
the attention of the association to this mat- 
ter. Mr. Dykers, if you will explain the dif- 
ference in the awards, between the medal 
and the diploma, you will do something that 
the Chair is unable to do. 

Mr. Dykers: As I understand it, the 
medal is commemorative of the diploma, and 
not the diploma commemorative of the med- 
al. The diploma is the highest award given 
to any exhibitor at the exposition; but I 
don't know whether that is due to the fact 
that there were no other exhibitors, or 
whether our exhibit was better than anyone 
el^'s. Judge Rost was there, and can tell 
you. 

The Chair: There were other sugar exhi- 
bits; but this letter doesn't state whether 
the medal was given for one exhibit and the 



diploma for another, or how these two differ- 
ent things stand. As the Chair has said, all 
we can do is to put this among our archives, 
and the Chair therefore suggests that a mo- 
tion be made instructing the secretary to 
have this diploma framed in glass for its 
preservation, and then it can be hung up in 
the secretary's office, where it will be acces- 
sible to all the members. On motion of 
Mr. McQuiston, the secretary was instructed 
to have the diploma framed under glass, and 
hung up in his office. 

The next business in order was the dis^ 
cussion of the topic of the evening. 

The Chair: We have here two prominent 
workers in this matter of loading cane in 
the field by machinery. The nrst one I will 
call upon is Mr. J. O. Wright, who is in New 
Orleans and has been giving attention for 
some time past to the perfecting of a ma- 
chine for this purpose. Mr. Wright will 
please step forward and tell us about this 
machine that he proposes to offer. There- 
upon Mr. Wright, with the assistance of 
models and drawings, proceeded to address 
the association. 

Mr. Wright: Mr. President and Gentle- 
men of the Association — I was requested to 
come here this evening and read a paper on 
the subject of "Loading Cane in the Field by 
Machinery;" but I have been too busy to 
actively get down to writing what I have to 
say, so I thought I would come here to-night 
and set myself up as a target, and you could 
ask me as many questions as you saw fit; 
and you could probably get more information 
that way than you could by my writing a 
paper. 

I have been, for the last twelve or fifteen 
years, devoting my time to machinery for 
the handling of earth, dredges, steam shov- 
els, etc. I have built and operated a good 
many kinds of dredges. I gave the question 
of loading cane no thought whatever until 
about two or three months ago, when a prom- 
inent planter, for whom I had done some 
work, asked me if I could make a machine 
to cut cane. I told him I thought I could 
not, and explained why I thought so. I 
told him that any work where the conditions 
were uniform could be done with machinery 
successfully, and better and cheaper than 
any other way; but that, in cutting, strip- 
ping and topping cane, the conditions are so 
varied, as, for instance, cane blown down, 
cane of different lengths, and so many other 
things in the way, that I didn't think it 
could be done. Then he asked me if I could 
not make something that would load the 
cane; and I told him I thought that was 
easy. He said that if I could do it, it would 
be a good thing for the sugar planters, and 
I might be able to make something out of 
it, myself. So I got to thinking over the 
matter, and I soon decided that the principal 
feature in a cane loading machine must be 
something that would pick up the cane off 
the ground. Once it is picked up, the ques- 
tion of swinging it to one side or the other 
is not so difficult; but the matter of going 
in, tying the cane in bundles, etc., is tedious. 
So the first thing was to devise an arrange- 
ment to go by a bunch of cane and pick it up. 
I therefore modified the idea that I had in 
corporated in dredge buckets, and made a 
grapple, a model of which I have here. (Mr. 
Wright here exhibited to the association the 
model referred to.) Now this grapple does 
the work successfully and, in fact, much 
better than I thought it would. It Is very 
simple in its construction; I suppose many 
of you here have seen it work. It involves 
many of the same principles found in the 
dredge bucket, and is to be operated with 
any two-drum engines, or any power that 
will operate two drums — one drum to close 
it, and the other to release it. You set it 



down over the cane and apply power along 
the closing line, which draws the cane to- 
gether and binds it into a compact and sub- 
stantial bundle. After it is slung over the 
cart, the power is applied to the opening line, 
and the closing line is released and the cane 
drops right out There is nothing myste- 
rious about it. The grapple is made of 
wrought iron, and for practical purposes will 
weigh about 550 pounds. 

After getting the model ready, Mr. Ood- 
chaux was kind enough to send me down 
about 1,700 pounds of cane, and I built a 
full-sized grapple. It opened seven feet and 
was 54 inches wide. I rigged the machine 
up on a dredge-boat, put the cane on th^ 
bank, and then picked up 300, 600, 600 and 
finally the whole 1,700 pounds of cane, and 
laid it down. I find that the machine straight- 
ens out the crooked cane. When you open 
the grapple the cane is slick, and doesn't 
stick at all, but drops right out. 

I have exhibited this machine to a num- 
ber of planters (I think some of you gentle- 
men have seen it yourselves) . A great many 
came to town, and took the trouble of com- 
ing around to inspect it; and it seemed to 
meet the approval of everyone. There was, 
however, some Objection to the dimensions; 
and the next one I built, instead of making 
it fifty-four inches wide, I made it 48, and it 
opens about 6 feet 3 inches, and weighs 
about 500 pounds. That is the one I propose 
to use. 

Now, the next thing was how to go about 
operating that grapple in the cane field. 1 
designed a truck, a wagon, or a fioat, what- 
ever you may call it, mounted on four broad- 
tired wheels. The front wheels are 42 inches 
in diameter, and the rear wheels 48 inches, 
with steel axles 2^ inches square. The dis- 
tance from center to center of wheels is 9 
feet 6 inches. The weight is evenly distri- 
buted over the four wheels, and it will move 
over soft ground as readily as a Bodley wa- 
gon. Then I erected a channel iron frame, 
with angle irons, for the back braces, and 
put up an upright boiler and a pair of en- 
gines. There are two friction drums, eight 
inches in diameter. On the front of this 
frame, I have a 2^^^ inch gas pipe for a mast, 
and a 3-inch gas pipe for a boom. There is 
your "A" frame, and your mast and boom. 
The operating lines lead from the drum of 
the engine through sheaves at front of boom 
to the grapple.' When power is applied to 
one line, it closes the bucket and causes it 
to swing in one direction, and when this 
line is released, and power applied to the 
other line, it opens the grapple and causes 
it to swing to the other side. 

To operate the machine, you djrive down 
a-straddle the heap row, as the cane Is cat 
But there is one feature I have omitted to 
mention. Attached to the rear axle of the 
wagon is a rake, which resembles one-half 
of this grapple, it is made of five prongs of 
iron, and it drags along the heap row, and 
when it is dragged along a certain distance, 
it picks itself up. You drag along and when 
you get a sufficient amount of cane together, 
the rake picks up and leaves a bundle of 
cane. Then you drive a little further, and 
the grapple is let down to do its work. While 
the engineer is attending to the closing of 
I the grapple, the machine will be raking the 
next bundle. 

I think I will be able to show, in a couple 
of days, that this machine will pick up 500 
pounds of cane and put it in the cart in 30 
seconds. The weight of the machine will 
be, I suppose, about 5,500, 5,600, or 5,700 
pounds. I had the steam up on the machliw 
to-day for the first time; and everything 
worked nicely. I noticed one or two changrt 
I want to make, particularly with refereae* 
to the grate bar of the boiler, and then 
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other about a check brake. I will steam up 
again, to-morrow morning, and if it works 
satisfactorily, I will have it going every day 
next week. I will give you notice when and 
where to come. 

There is no principle about this machine 
that I have not thoroughly tested. The only 
thing I have not entirely satisfied myself 
about, is the grapple. I have the machine in 
completed form, and any time next week 
it will be ready for exhibition; and I am 
satisfied it will do the work you want done. 
My design was to get the machine as light 
as possible, without sacrificing strength. I 
don't want something that will break down 
as soon as it goes m the field. That would 
be discouraging to the planter, and a black 
eye to the inventor. So I have kept the 
weight down, until I think the machine will 
weigh less than a large Bodley wagon, load- 
ed with cane. It is made almost entirely of 
steel and iron, and it is indestructible as 
far as that is concerned. Of course, the 
tongue is of wood, and also the whiffletree 
and there is wooden planking here to make 
the flooring; but that is all the wood there 
is to it Now after thoroughly testing the 
machine I propose to use, I will be able to 
decide whether any change should be made 
in the way of construction or material. As 
soon as I determine that, I will have the ma- 
chine ready for use. 

The Chair: What is the weight of that 
machine? 

Mr. Wright: I have only weighed the 
parts that have been shipped to me, and 
guessed at the others; and it will weigh, al- 
together, about 5,700 to 5,800 pounds. I may 
be able to lighten it a little, but not very 
much. If anyone would like to ask any 
question, or to have any points brought out, 
I will be glad to answer. 

Mr. Thompson: How many horse-power 
will you use in the machine? 

Mr. Wright: I have used here two en- 
gines, five by five — 

Mr. Thompson: I mean, how many mules 
are you going to use to draw it? 

Mr. Wright: Four; they will be abreast, 
and not strung out; two on one side of the 
tongue, and two on the other. I have built 
it 80 the wheels will cut under the side of 
the wagon, and you can make a square turn 
with it, just as you can with a float The 
ideal way of operating the machine is to 
straddle your row and run straight along 
until that row is picked up, back and forth, 
and so on. 

Mr. Thompson: You say it is nine feet 
between the centers of the wheels? 

Mr. Wright: Nine and a half. I discussed 
this with a great many planters. Some said 
nine feet and some said as high as ten, and 
the average seemed to be about 9%. 

Mr. Thompson: Different planters have 
different rows. Some have five feet and 
others go up to eight. 

Mr. Wright: Well, six to six and a half 
is the size they gave me. It will run pretty 
close to straddle an eight-foot row; but if 
a man said he wanted a machine to work 
on eight-foot rows, I could make the axle 
longer, of course. 

Professor Stubbs: You could easily con- 
tract the axle-tree? 

Mr. Wright: Yes, sir. The wheel could be 
moved in or out; and there would be a reg- 
ular wagon skein. You can't get good bear- 
ing, you know, unless you take the skein. 
The wheels I used were made at Qulncy, 111., 
by the Electric Wheel Company, whose ad- 
vertisement I saw in the Louisiana Planteb. 
It seems to be a substantial wheel, and I 
am very much pleased with it. There are 
DO spokes getting loose, or anything like 
fh^t. 



Mr. Thompson: What will be the cost of 
that machine? 

Mr. Wright: I have not fully figured that 
up; but I have always thought it would be 
in the neighborhood of $1,000. The first one 
cost a good deal more than I thought it 
would, because I had a good many expensive 
patterns to make. I will know the price, 
though, in a short time. 

A Member: How much cane will you load 
in ten hours? 

Mr. Wright: About 300 tons of cane in ten 
hours. 

A Member: How are you going to keep 
it supplied with wagons, at that rate? 

Mr. Wright: Well, that will not be my 
business; that will be the business of the 
planter. 

A Member: You can't keep wagons run- 
ning, at that rate. 

Mr. Wright: Well, the wagons will be mov- 
ing in this way, and others coming in here, 
and there ought to be sufficient time for them 
to get around. However, if the wagon is 
not there, we will have to wait for it. It 
will be no fault of the machine if the carts 
are not there. 

Same Member: It will be less expensive 
to have the machine sit down and wait. 

Another Member: Well, a fellow has to 
wait ten months for the cane to grow, any- 
how. 

Mr. Wright: Now, you must have one in- 
telligent man to operate this machine, and 
then you will want a driver to drive the 
team, and put coal in the boiler. You will 
also want a man to follow it up, to see that 
it takes the right hold of the cane pile. It 
will take three men to run it: the driver, the 
laborer and an intelligent man to operate 
it. That's the help that will be required to 
operate the machine. 

The Chair: I understood you to say that 
with this grapple arrangement you can han- 
dle one pick in 30 seconds? 

Mr. Wright: I think so. 

The Chair: That is to say, let it down, 
catch the cane, get hold of it, and pick it up? 

Mr. Wright: Yes, sir; and put it in the 
cart and come back for another. 

The Chair: In other words, you can han- 
dle two loads a minute? 

Mr. Wright: Yes, sir; make the circuit 
I base tfiat estimate on my experience with 
dredge-boats. I built a dredge-boat guaran- 
teed to make a load a minute. The boom was 
100 feet long. It picked up the earth and 
carried it 125 feet away. In the official test, 
we had no trouble in doing it in 55 seconds. 
Now, if you can swing a boom 100 feet, and 
take a large load of earth and carry it 125 
or 150 feet, in that time, I don't see why 
I can't pick up and carry a load of cane right 
behind me, in 30 seconds. 

Mr. Thompson: That's a question of an- 
gles, and not the distance carried. 

Mr. Wright: It is the angle and the dis- 
tance travelled, too, and the distance of the 
hoist, etc. The swing will not be at right 
angles. The cane will be in the middle of 
the heap row, and your wagon will be 
arStraddle of that row. About nine feet of 
swing is all you get 

The Chair: According to vour statement, 
you could handle two tons, by taking 1,000 
pounds each time, in four lifts. 

Mr. Wright: A thousand pounds would 
require a heavier machine; this is made to 
handle 500 pounds. I didn't design a ma- 
chine to handle 1,000 pounds, but I can do so. 

The Chair: On the basis of 500 pounds, 
it would take eight lifts to handle a two-ton 
load? 

Mr. Wright: Yes, sir. 

The Chair: And taking 30 seconds for each 
lift, you would have two tons in the wagon 
in four minutes? 



Mr. Wright: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Thompson: A thousand-pound ma- 
chine would be A bad, affair with that rake 
behind. 

Mr. Wright: The machine would have to 
be much heavier. I thought the demand was 
for something of this size, but there is no 
harm in making the wheels larger and the 
axles heavier; and there is no reason why 
we can't' have a thousand-pound machine. 

The Chair: But with what you have now, 
you are satisfied you can handle 500 pounds? 

Mr. Wright: Oh! yes, sir. Now, to sat- 
isfy this man whose teams are not going 
around quite so fast, I have another little 
scheme which I will explain. A member of 
this association came to my office and 
brought a planter with him, and he asked 
me: "What is the little planter going to 
do who loads 100 tons a day? He can't af- 
ford anything like that" Then he told me 
he would like to have a grapple like this that 
he could load on a cart to handle the cane. 
So I got to figuring on the subject, and got 
up a very ingenious derrick. I have a 
model in my office, but this gives you an 
idea of it; I have the same grapple mounted 
on a wagon, hu^ instead of using a rake, the 
ca^e is already in bundles of 500 pounds. 
You drive the wagon along, a-straddle of the 
heap row. I have a sweep resembling an 
old well-sweep, and there is a pyramidal 
frame set up on four posts in the wagon, and 
the sweep is pivoted at the apex of the 
frame. It is built so that the empty grapple 
is evenly balanced; the weights on either 
end balance each other. You go to the cane 
field, and there is a man who sets the grap- 
ple over the cane, and the closing line leads 
down to a winch which can be operated by 
hand-power. The man only has to wind up 
about seven feet of line on a windlass; or 
it can be operated by mule-power. When 
the grapple is closed, the drum is held by 
a friction brake, and it can't be released un- 
til you want it done. A movable weight bal- 
ances the weight of the loaded cane You 
pick up a load, and release the movable 
weight, which runs out to the rear end of 
the sweep, and brings it down until it comes 
in contact with an inclined track. This 
swings the load around at right angles, and 
the man who is holding the friction brake 
with his foot releases It, and the cane drops 
out I would like to show you the model 
of this; it is very simple. The man I am 
building a dredge-boat for says it is abso- 
luely "nigger-proof;" they can't break it, 
and two negroes will go out and put in 150 
tons per day. 

Mr. Thompson : It will beat the steam ma- 
chine, dollar for dollar. 

Mr. Wright: I don't think so. I will 
have the machine completed in two or three 
days, and will then test it The model works 
all right, but I want to see how the machine 
does. The cjuie must be thrown in bundles; 
four, five, or six hundred pounds, whatever 
you want. The machine will be built for any 
quantity, and will not weigh over 3,500 or 
4,000 pounds. 

The Chair: What power did you have? I 
understood you to say you would use the 
same power for working the grapple. 

Mr. Wright: I i^ave a windlass which can 
be operated by mule-power, or by a crank, 
which can be geared so that two men can 
wind it up. Now, crooked cane doesn't cut 
any figure with this machine; I would Just 
as soon have crooked cane as straight 

The Chair: Did you say you intended to 
make a large sized model of that second ma- 
chine? 

Mr. Wright: I have it built now. I got 
a wagon yesterday, to mount it on, and will 
have it all completed in a few days. I have 
the model at the office; but this is the full- . 
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sized machine that will pick up 500 pounds 
of cane. 

Upon motion of Mr. Becnel, the thanks of 
the association were tendered to Mr. Wright, 
and his remarks, as reported stenographic- 
ally, ordered printed as part of the proceed- 
ings. 

The Chair: Another inventor of machin- 
ery is Mr. Martinez, up at General Behan's 
place in Iberrille; but he has not answered 
the communication of the secretary, and the 
Chair is not informed whether he is here 
this evening, or not. If he is neither pres- 
ent nor represented, then we have another 
inventor, also from Iberville, who is here 
to-night. This inventor will be represented 
by Mr. Fred Grace, of Plaquemine, who will 
read a paper concerning the machine. The 
Chair will state that this inventor is a col- 
ored mechanic of Iberville. Mr. Grace has 
seen the machine; and if anyone wishes to 
question the inventor, whose name is How- 
ard, he is present to-night, and ready to 
answer. Thereupon, Mr. Grace read the pa- 
per referred to, after stating that the in- 
ventor had no model present, but would dis- 
tribute photographs of his machine, and 
which was accordingly done. Mr. Howard's 
paper was in the form of a letter to the as- 
sociation and was published in full in our 
last issue. 

The Chair: You have heard the letter 
read by Mr. Grace. He spoke of Mr. Simon 
LeBlanc having seen this machine. Mr. Le- 
Blanc is present, and can tell us what he 
knows about the working of the machine, be- 
fore we proceed to question the Inventor. 

Mr. LeBlanc: The machine was tried on 
my place when it was first made, when I 
was just about opening up spring planting, 
and it worked perfectly well; so much so 
that I saw my friend, Mr. Soniat, and told 
him about it, and he got interested and took 
it up and helped Howard out I think he 
has a first-class machine; that it is a cheap 
one and a good one. My cane culture is my 
little side-show; I am mostly in rice; and 
that's why I didn't help Howard out more 
than I did. I think if you will give him a 
chance he will show you a good machine. 

The Chair: Mr. Howard, the inventor, is 
^present this evening. His paper has been 
read, and he is ready to answer any ques- 
tions the members may wish to put to him 
about the machine. 

Mr. Thompson: You have to place the 
cane in bundles in advance? 

Mr. Howard: No, sir. 

Mr. Thompson: The machine gathers the 
cane and throws it into bundles? 

Mr. Howard: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Thompson: What do you calculate the 
cost of the machine will be? 

Mr. Howard: Two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. 

Mr. Thompson: How much do you calcu- 
late it will do in a day? 

Mr. Howard : Two hundred tons. 

Mr. Thompson: What is the labor re- 
quired? 

Mr. Howard: Two men and three boys. 

Mr. Thompson: How many mules? 

Mr. Howard: Four. I have sold ten of 
these machines already. 

At this point, after a discussion between 
the Chair, various members, Professor Stubbs 
and Inventors Wright and Howard, touching 
the convenience of all parties. It was ar- 
ranged that tests with sorghum should be 
made of the two machines, at the Sugar Ex- 
periment Station at Audubon Park, on the 
following Thursday afternoon, between 2 and 
5 o'clock; and the secretary was instructed 
to so notify all members of the association. 
The thanks of the association were tendered 
to Inventor Howard, and his letter and re- 
marks ordered published as part of the pro- 



ceedings. It was also understood that the 
matter of machinery for loading cane in the 
field would be again taken up at some fu- 
ture meeting, when the members should have 
learned something more about the various 
devices offered. 

At the suggestion of Professor Stubbs, the 
topic chosen for discussion at the nmct meet- 
ing was "Devices for Cutting and Stripping 
Cane;" and all inventors of such machines 
were invited to be present with their models 
and drawings. 

The Chair: The Chair will state that the 
association will now adjourn for the summer 
holidays, and will meet again in October 
next As a rule, the fall meetings have al- 
ways been very slimly attended, but the 
Chair hopes to find all the members present 
next fall able as well as willing to attend 
the meetings. I wish one and all of you 
good health and a prosperous summer. 

The association men adjourned. 



Trade Notes. 

Cooperage, — We desire to attract the at- 
tention of our readers to the advertisement 
of Mr. E. Henning, 154 Lake street, Chicago, 
111., who desires to open up correspondence 
with them concerning cooperage. He is in 
a position to make them some very interest- 
ing propositions and it would certainly be 
advisable for our readers to write to him 
and hear what he has to say. 



Walter A. Zelnicker in St. Louis says that 
the steel rail market is very strong and in- 
dications point to higher prices. We are in 
receipt of his rail bulletin that is issued 
every week, offering rails from 8 to 80-pound 
per yard, both new and relay, for prompt 
shipment Prompt delivery is a very im- 
portant feature at the present time, as mills 
are so far behind with orders that they can 
not make deliveries sooner than from 6 to 9 
months. 



The Walsh d Weidner Boiler Co., of Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., which is a new corporation, 
succeeding the old firm of Walsh & Weidner, 
is building large additions to its shops, and 
installing several new machines. The large 
amount of business which this firm ha^ on 
hand is taxing the capacity of its shops to 
the utmost and makes these additions neces- 
sary in order that they may continue to 
make the prompt deliveries of work which 
they have made heretofore. The new ma- 
chinery is of the best and most modern type, 
and will increase the capacity of their plant 
and enable them to continue turning out the 
same high class work which they have al- 
ways done, in large quantities. 



and galvanized roofing, sidings and ceilings. 
This immense establishment operates in con- 
nection with the Newport Rolling Mill Co., 
of Newport, Ky., and their facilities are so 
perfect that they feel confident they can in- 
terest all who have in mind the purchase of 
anything in their line. 



Electrical Equipment, — ^The prominence of 
the Newman-Spranley Co., Limited, of New 
Orleans, in all electrical matters is so great 
that we can hardly comment on it withont 
telling our readers something they already 
know, and yet, as there is always wisdom in 
the repetition of truth, we venture at this 
time to point out the excellent facilities 
possessed by this widely-known house for 
installing and repairing sugar-house electric 
plants of every kind. Very many of the 
largest sugar factories in this state have 
been equipped with lighting plants by the 
Newman-Spranley Co., Ltd., and the admir- 
able workmanship they always bestow on 
every contract has built up for them a splen- 
did reputation all through the sugar planting 
community. They are now reaching out for 
contracts in other sugar producing countries, 
outside Louisiana, and they would be glad 
to hear from any of our readers, no matter 
where located, who contemplate installing 
electric lights or electrical apparatus of any 
description. 



KnoxvlUe Summer School. 

All persons interested in the advancement 
of educational matters must be interested 
in the great Summer School at Kncxville, 
Tenn. 

The Queen & Crescent Route, desiring to 
do all in its power to lurther the project, as 
well as to give the people along its lines an 
opportunity to visit the resort region of 
Tennessee, North Carolina and Virginia at 
very low cost, announces rate of one fare 
for the round trip for tickets to be sold 
June 16. 17, 18, 28 29 and 30 and July 11, 12 
and 13 with return limit of August 15, 1902, 
which may be extended to include- September 
30, 1902, by depositing the tickets with the 
joint agent. No. 600 Gay street, Knoxvllle, 
Tenn.. on or before August 15, 1902. 

This is the most liberal excursion arrange- 
ment ever offered to the people of this sec- 
tion to visit the many attractive mountain 
resorts referred to, and at the same time get 
the advantage of this great educational 
movement. 



The Olobe Iron Roofing and Corrugating 
Co. — At this season of the year the question 
of repairing sugar house and cane shed roofs 
is generally taken up for consideration, wher- 
ever the necessity lor repairs may exist To 
get the right materlal,-^ and to get it at the 
right price, is the problem with which the 
sugar planter is confronted and in order to 
facilitate him in making a correct selection 
the Globe Iron Roofing and Corrugating Co., 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, wishes to place in the 
hands of all our readers its prices on steel 



Personal. 



Mr. Irving H. Morse has returned from 
the Tinguaro factory in Cuba, where he has 
been for the past three and a half months, 
and dropped in to see us while passing 
through New Orleans on his way to his home 
in Emporia, Kansas. He had many interest- 
ing things to tell about Cuba in general and 
the Tinguaro factory in particular, and he 
describes it as one of the finest houses on 
the island, and one of the best designed su- 
gar making plants he ever saw. It is owned 
principally by New York parties, and Mr. 
Morse spoke very enthusiastically of the 
treatment accorded to all the employees by 
the management. Hon. R. B. Hawley is the 
president of the company. 

Mr. M. E. Glynn, of Louisiana, Mexico and 
other places, paid us an appreciated visit 
last Saturday. He is one of the most com- 
petent sugar boilers that we have and Al- 
ways makes a fine record wherever he goes. 
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Rice Cultivation in Texas 

Approved methods of cultivation, the 
adoption of new ideas, the use of imported 
seed and artificial irrigation, together with 
proper climatic conditions, and a large level 
territory have effectually revolutionized the 
rice industry of Texas, moving the head- 
quarters of the cereal from the low lands 
of the Carolinas to the wide and fertile prai- 
rie lands of the coastal plains of the Lone 
Star state, says the Farm^ Field and Stock- 
man. 

To-day this territory dominates the mar- 
kets of the United States and already with 
the Louisiana territory produces four-fifths 
of the total consumption of the country, and 
will by the end of 1902, In connection with 
the crop of North and South Carolina, sup- 
ply the states with practically every pound 
of rice consumed by a grand total of over 
70,000,000 people. A sack of rough rice 
weighs 162 pounds, which when milled and 
polished reduces to 100 pounds, the loss be- 
ing consumed in the removal of the hull, 
bran and polish, this latter being the fiour 
which adheres to the outer surface of the 
hulled grain, and Is removed in the shape 
of a fine dust during the process of polish- 
ing in the sheepskins after passing through 
the "hoppers," where the rough coveting is 
pounded or ground away. 

One reason the industry was given so de- 
cided an impetus was due to the fact that 
an Iowa farmer conceived the idea of cul- 
tivating as he would wheat on his native 
heath. He ascertained that prairie soil wm 
shallow, with a dense clay subsoil absolutely 
impervious to water. Experiment demon- 
strated that after a complete submergence 
of the ground during the full growing pe- 
riod of three months that the fields dried 
out so thoroughly in the course of ten or 
twelve days, weather being average, that it 
became possible for the farmer to go into 
the field with a two-mule team and twine 
binder and harvest the product exactly in 
the same manner as wheat or oats. This 
was the awaited revelation. The thresher 
followed the binder and thus hand in hand 
the two great labor saving appliances sound- 
ed the success of a new Industry and high- 
land rice proceeded to leg its way into favor, 
producing vast sources of profit to farmer, 
machine man, banker, land owner and, in 
fact, every element of society in the new 
agricultural El Dorado. Towns sprang into 
active existence and business hummed In 
the added markets of trade and commerce. 
It is a potent fact, this growing of rice 
with water. It Is a case of no water, no 
rice. The farmer must then, perforce, pro- 
cure the fiuid. If unable to pump from his 
own stream then he must have recourse to 
the streams and supplies of others. This 
condition naturally led to the Institution 
of irrigating companies and irrigating ca- 
nals and the coast section of Texas will soon 
be as much marked by these artificial water 
courses as Is the planet Mars with its inter- 
communicating system of astronomical 
channels of presumed trade and commerce. 
The system has proven of great profit to its 
promoters. It would be a safe assertion to 
say that on the investment of nearly 5,000,* 
000 now tied up in irrigating canals a net 
profit is returned of not less than 30 per 
cent per annum. The canals are not exca- 
vated. On the contrary, they are built by 
throwing two parallel embankments upon 
the highest point in the territory to be sup- 1 



plied and the water lifted from the bayous 
or lakes deposited between these levees and 
distributed to the rice growers by means of 
lateral ditches and fiumes penetrating the 
fields. Powerful pumping plants are em- 
ployed and as the evaporation during the 
growing season is approximately 15,000 gal- 
lons daily, it follows that some of the plants 
lift more water during twenty-four hours 
than would be consumed by a large city in 
forty-eight. The canals are in many in- 
stances 150 feet wide and fifteen miles in 
length and four to six feet deep. 

The charge of two sacks per acre by the 
canals a few years since led to the adoption 
of the well system, a system that is spread- 
ing and enabling the individual farmer to 
be independent of the company canals. It 
has been ascertained that the entire rice 
belt of southwest Louisiana and Texas is 
underlaid with an Inexhaustible supply of 
soft water, reached at a depth of 40 to 180 
feet. The output from one 6-inch well will 
Irrigate 100 acres at a cost embraced in the 
boring and the power necessary for pump- 
ing, which is very slight compared with 
benefit to the individual. The well system 
will obtain for the 300 miles of rice belt in 
both states mentioned and which follows the 
rails of the Southern Pacific railroad the 
entire distance. 

The profits from the cultivation of rice 
are shown in the scale of land prices. In 
1884 land in the rice belt of Louisiana sold 
for 50 cents per acre and to-day the aver- 
age value of the same holdings has reached 
$40, with many sales at $60 and more. The 
average crop per acre may be placed at $35, 
the cost of cultivation $12. This represents 
a yield of 20 sacks or barrels, at $3.50 per 
sack of r62 pounds. Much larger figures 
are reached in many instances, when the 
yield has gone to fifteen sacks per acre. 
There are numerous and well attested in- 
stances where farmers have bought land, 
seed and implements on credit, paid all in- 
debtedness and put money in the bank from 
the product of the land in a single season. 
It is this which has largely settled the rice 
areas in Texas with intelligent farmers from 
Missouri, Illinois and Iowa. Each individu- 
al success proves in itself an advertisement 
and the fame of the rice district, limited 
possibly to 4,000,000 acres of level prairie 
lands in both localities, has spread broad- 
cast, aided materially by the $100,000 spent 
by the Southern Pacific Company in calling 
attention to the absolute advantages Incor- 
porated in the new industry. The year 1900 
showed an increase in production for the 
United States of 9,000,000 pounds over 1899 
and 1901 marked an additional increase of 
65,000,000 pounds over 1900. In Texas alone 
the average of 1901 was 100,000 as against 
40,000 for 1900 and possibly 3,000 for the 
year previous. 

The methods of rice cultivation are very 
simple. One man with a four-mule team 
for the initial plowing each season and the 
breaking of the land each season can culti- 
vate 100 acres. The rice is planted In nar- 
row drills and is usually germinated by a 
partial flooding of the fields should the rains 
not have softened sufllciently to produce this 
result. Water is turned into the laterals 
and thence into the fields when the stalk Is 
from 6 to 8 inches high and kept flooded 
while growing. When the grain is ripened 
the areas are drained and permitted to hard- 
en for about two weeks, when the teams and 
binders are taken into the field and the har- 
vest made. The shocks are permitted to 
stand long enough to harden the grain when 
the sheafs are given to the thresher and 
the rough rice sacked and carried to the 
mill. In prairie sections weeds do not as- 
sail the crop, water killing all that appear 
in the fields. 



The rice production in Texas for the past 
season is given below by counties:* 

Acres 

Victoria 6,000 

Jackson 4,000 

Matagorda 25,000 

Wharton 18,000 

Colorado 18,000 

Brazoria 6,000 

Harris 5,000 

Fort Bend 2,000 

Austin 3,000 

Liberty 16^00 

Waller 8,000 

Chambers 9,050 

Jefferson 30,000 

Orange 15,000 

Cameron 8,000 

Total 168,000 

This does not Include Calhoun, DeWitt 
and Lavaca counties, all of which are in the 
rice belt proper. — Ocnado Oceztte, 



Susrar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Plakteb by Wilkinson & lusher, Attomeys- 
at-Law and Solicitors of Patents, Atlantic 
Building, Washington, D. C: 

U. S. Patent No. 701,687, granted June 3, 
1902, to George DesauUes, of Bourbon, 
France, apparatus for purging sugar, etc. 

Patent No. 702,096, granted to Henry 
Froehlich, of Lihue, Hawaii, for Machine 
for Unloading Cane Cars. 

Patent No. 701,971, granted to William 
Walter, of Rosebank, New York, for Appa- 
ratus for Cooling Syrups. 



Soutliern Railway. 

The Southern Railway is the great Trunk 
Line between New Orleans and Washing- 
ton, D. C, Baltimore, Philauelphia and New 
\ork, with double daily vestibule Trains, 
Observation, Library and luxurious Dining 
Cars. 

Large and elegant Pulimans from New 

Orleans through to Washington and New 

York without change. Only 34 hours to 

Washington, D. C, and 40 hours to New 

YorK. City Ticket Office, 704 Common street 

(next to ladies' entrance St. Charles Hotel). 

C. M. McMillan, Asst. Ticket Agt 

M. R. POWERS, D. P. A. • 

J. C. ANDREWS, Southwestern Pass. 

Agent • 



Personal. 



Mr. Frank NichoUs, of the Ridgefield plan- 
tation near Thibodaux, La., was in New 
Orleans on Thursday attending to various 
matters of business. 

Col. O. G. Zenor, of St Mary parish, was 
registered at the St Charles hotel a few days 
ago. 

Mr. Fred Wilbert, of Plaquemine, La., was 
among the recent guests of the St Charles 
hotel. 

Mr. Henry Hausmann, of Pattersonville, 
La., was a guest of the Grunewald hotel on 
Thursday last. 

Hr. C. A. Keller, of the Gem plantation, 
was an arrival at the Grunewald hotel on 
Wednesday last 

Col. John R. Gheens, of the Golden Ranch 
plantation of Lafourche parish, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of the Magnolia 
plantation on the lower coast, came up to 
the city on Thursday last and registered at 
the St Charles hotel. 

Mr. John R. Todd, of St Mary parish, a 
leading sugar planter of that section, was 
a Monday guest of the Commercial hotel. 
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- (aiy. 

- ®5 30 

- @5 05 

- @ ^ 

- @4 86 

- @ - 



lis. 

93. 



9d. 
3d. 



Raw — Buyers with- 
drawn from t he mar- 
ket. 

Refined— Fair demand 

Cane— Qnlet but 

steady. 

Beet— Steady at quota- 

tiODS. 



NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 



Cut Loaf 

Powdered 

Stan'd Granula'd 
Candy A 

SYRUP. 



- @ 5 

- ^ 5 

- @4 65 

- (§4 60 

- @ - 



— @ 5 

- @ 5 

— @4 65 

- rS4 60 



— (fk 



5 
@ 5 

@4 65 
@4 60 



@ 



@ 5 
(^ 5 
@4 65 
@4 60 

@ - 


- @4 95 

- @4 95 

- @4 60 

- Cg4 55 

- @ - 



@4 95 
^4 95 
@4 60 
@4 55 

@ - 



@5 70 
^5 70 
(25 40 
^5 35 

(§ — 



Steady. 



8TOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to June 11 Tons 

At four ports of Gre at Britain to June 7 «« 

At Cuba, six ports to June 10 *. « 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
June ao, 190a. 
' Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Reoeired — 9778 2,883 

Sold — 12,028 2,883 



127,160 
207,060 
441,600 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, i9oi» 
to June ao, 190a. 

Reoeired 3346 1,751,9 

Sold 3346 l,f97,l 

Reoetyed same time laei year 5628 1,863,7 
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WBBKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1902. 



RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Japan 

Horduras .... 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights — 
Screenings.., 
No. 2 



Honduras. 

Head 

Straights . . . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 .^. 

Bran, per ton — 

Polish, per ton . . . 



Jane 14. 



2 25@3 00 
2 25(sd 65 



2^@3 

2 (a2^ 

6 @63i 

3 @4>4 
2 @2% 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



June 16. 



2 25(&3 00 
2 25^3 66 



2Ji@3 

2 ^2>i 
lJi@2 

5 @53^ 

3 @i3^ 
2 ^2?g 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Jane 17. 



2 25@3 00 
2 25@3 65 



3>^@3J-e 
2H@3 
2 @2>g 

1%@2 

6 (§53^ 

2 @2% 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



June 18. 



2 25@3 00 
2 25^3 65 



3M@3% 
2%^3 
2 <a2|i 
l?i@2 



5 @5^ 
3 @4^ 
2 ©2^-8 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 60(^23 00 



June 19. 



2 25(&3 00 
2 25@3 65 



3>^(S3% 
2>i(a3 
2 ^2% 
IK^2 



5 'S^H 
3 @4)4 
2 @2^ 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 50@23 00 



Jane 20 



2 23^3 00 
2 25@3 65 



3K(83Ji 
2?^@3 
2 @2>g 
1%^2 



5 %b)i 
3 @4M 
2 @2% 
1%@2 

17 50@18 00 

22 53@28 00 



Same Day Laat 
'\ear 



No ninal 



- @ - 

- @ - 

- @ - 



4>i@6 
Nominal 
3 @3^ 
Nominal 

13 00@14 00 

19 00^20 00 



Tone of Market at 
Cloeeof Week 



Japan— Pair demand;: 
light offering 
Honduras— Pair 
demand; light offering. 



Japan— Active and 
higher. 



Honduras— Active and 
higher. 



Receiyed 
Sold 



Receipts and lales at New Orleans fer the week ending 
June ao. 190a. 

Sacks RouoH. Pcrs Clean. 
356 14,341 

;;; - 2,020 



Receipts at New Orieans from Aug. i, 1901 to June ao. 190a. 
compared with last year, same time. 

Sacks Rough. Pcts. Clban 

This Year 1,052,^58 392,770 

Last Year 831,331 246,07a 



Sugar. 

There was not much business done on the 
local sugar market at the end. of the week 
as trading was restricted to the arrivals. A 
ftrong tone was manifested, the market clos- 
ing with no quotable change in price. 



Molasses. 

Molasses was steady at the end of the 
week with business on a very moderate 
scale. 



Rice. 

There was a fair demand in rough rice 
at the end of the week but practically noth- 
ing was offered. Clean rice was in active 
demand but the offerings were restricted and 
business was light. 



Sugar in London. 

The term "to countervail" is beginning to 
assume greater significance owing to the 
opposition of the Germans to the Brussels 
Convention, the introduction of a bill by the 
Indian Government which will specially deal 
with the question of Cartel bounties, and in 
addition, American legislative propositions 
to abolish countervailing duties on foreign 
refined, so that once more the sugar ques- 
tion has entered into the realms of topsy- 
turvydom, and appears likely to remain there 
for some time. With all these complicated 
details to consider it is absolutely impos- 
sible to say with any certainty whether su- 
gar is cheap or dear, or likely to advance or 
to decline, and on tuis account alone it is 
difficult to feel any great degree of confi- 
dence, though, surely from every point of 
view, prices are low enough, and perhaps too 
low, for some of the unassisted producers of 
cane sugar. Such factors, however, do not 
interfere with the speculative beet market, 
which has this week been adversely affected 
by persistent selling from the continent, not- 
withstanding the continuance of cold and 
unfavorable weather for the newly-sown beet 



THE CUBAN 5UQAR CROP OF 1901-1902. 

Statement o f Ex ports and Stocks of Sugar May 81, 1902, and same date last ye ar. 

1001. 1002. 



'Havana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Clenfuegos 

Sajfua 

Calbarlen 

Guantanamo 

Cuba 

ManzanlUo 

Nuevltas 

Gibara y Paerto Padre. 

Zaza 

I Trinidad 



Havana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Clenfuegos 

Sagua 

Calbarlen 

Guantanamo 

Cuba 

ManzanlUo 

Nuevltas 

Olbara y Puerto Padre. 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Bags. 



2I8.2eC 
452,006 
426,025 
670,265 
150,911 
149,489 
235,580 

24,825 
113,812 

67.030 

61,763 
5,000 

42,883 

2,608.438 



860,231 

223,889 

879,597 

86,925 

80,374 

95,767 

14,333 

16,608 

6,020 

1,480 

3,000 

11,880 

1,888 

1,280,842 



Tons. 



872,633 



t 182,977 



Bags. 



102,896 
100,041 
160,812 
668,088 

67,732 

60,189 
160,798 

41,643 
127,443 

76,600 
205,382 

18,452 
7,000 

1,670.921 



740.138 

812,711 

883,042 

211,044 

220,809 

251,460 

126,441 

17,848 

12,960 

68,694 

21,354 

8,996 

fO,000 

3,423,921 



Tons. 



238,7«8 



489.182 



Local consumption, 6 months 

Stock of old crop, January 1.* 

Receipts to May 31 at all the ports 

Note— Bags, 820, and Tons 2,240 lbs. 
Havana, April 30, 1902. 



566,C10 
16,400- 

572,010 
528 

671,487 



727,836 
16,840 

744,676 
19,873 

724,802 



JOAQUIN GUMA-FREDERICO MEJER. 



crop. It is too early, however, to make a 
"weather** market of it, and no important 
damage can have been done. The tone of 
the American markets has remained disap- 
pointing, while their weekly receipts of su- 
gar consisting almost entirely of cane kinds, 
including a steady supply of Cuban sugar. In 
this market the demand for melting sugar 
from the refiners has been below the aver- 
age, while grocery descriptions have only 
met with a poor enquiry from the trade, 
who are apparently still in possession of 
sufficient stocks for their present require 
ments. The imports of crystallized raws to 
London for the week ending 22nd Inst. 



amounted to 1,140 tons, and for tnis year to 
^,600 tons against 24,795 tons in 1901:— F. 

M. Review, May 24. 



Personal. 



Mr. W. P. Flower, of Rapides parish, was 
at the St. Charles hotel a few days ago. 

Col. J. W. Barnett, of the Teche country, 
^ was at the St. Charles hotel during the 
! early part of the week. 

I Mr. Thos. A. Badeaux, of Lafourche par- 
ish, was a recent arrival at the Commercial 
hotel. 

Mr^ Henry Delaune, accompanied by his 
wife and children, was a guest of the Cos- 
mopolitan hotel on Sunday last. They regis- 
tered froni Napoleoriville, La. 
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WANTS. 



W% wn paMlsk la 




wants af plantan dMiriaf ta laiplDy any af thaae. 



WANTED — A position as assistant overseer 
and time keeper on some plantation, or as time 
keener, accountant and clerk for some manufac- 
turing concern. Can give best references as to 
character and ability. Address P. S. Himbl^ 
Franklin, La. 6-14-02 



WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for com- 
ing crop. First class work guaranteed and good 
reference as to capacity and character. Address 
M, Care Lukens iron and Steel Co., 684 Sonth 
Peters St., New Orleans. 6-17-02 

WANTED— Position by A No. 1 field manager 
or first overseer on a sugar plantation or cotton 
plantation. Over 30 years experience in cotton 
planting. Can give first class recommendations. 
Would like position not too far from railroad or 
near a town. Address Luck, 2030 EHinphine St, 
New Orleans, La. 6-16-02 



WANTED — Situation by a first class sugar 
malLer for the coming crop. References : H. 
Tremoulee, New Orleans; B. Cherbonnler, St. 
James ; Barton & Uymel, St. James ; J. P. Kear- 
ney, Plaquemine. Anv of the above planters will 
attest to my ability, Integrity, sobriety and cour- 
teous deportment. Address E. Chawvin, Union 
P. O., La. 6-18-02 



WANTED— One flrst-olass pan man and assistant for 
Um o.mlng grinding. Address with references and 
statement of salary expeotad C. 8., 800 Union St., 
New Orleans. 6-a0-t2 



WANTBD—Positlon as sogar maker for ooming crop. 
Flrst-olass refarenoes from past employers, Mexico, 
California or Miohiean. Address Hn. Fielding, 724 
Elmira Street, New Orleans, La. 6-19-08 

WANTED- By a sober, steady Toang man a position 
for the coming grinding, as assistant engineer or wa- 
ter-tender, also to help engineer in summer repairs. 
Can furnish best of references. Address William 
Lopez, Edgard, La. 6-11-02 . 

WANTED— Two assistants who were employed 8 and 
10 years respectively in several large sugar factories 
in Germany and Holland as assistants and chemists, 
and who are well acquainted with the latest appliances 
and supplied with highest references, ace looidnff for a 
permanent engagement in the United States Aadress 
C. LiOTARD, Balieustedt a-Harz, 28 Neuestrasse, Ger- 
many. 



WANTED— Experience sugar chemist desires en- 
gagement in Cuba, Mexico, Porto Rico or other sugar 
producing country. Best references furnished. Ad- 
dress CHBMI8T, Lock Box OS, Osawatomie, Tansas. 



WANTED— Position as sugar chemist or sugar boiler 
for Louisiana by sober and liMustrlous young man 27 
years old, five years experience in a refinery as sugar 
chemist and boiler. Address Sugar Chbmist, 822 
Howard Ave, New Orleans La. 0-18-02. 



WANTED— Good machinist who is also a good pump 
man. Address with references L. A. Elus, Uartartla, 
Texas. 6^-02 



WANTED— One first-class time keeper, two weigh- 
ers, two filter press men and one head ciarifier man. 
Apply to LATATErni Buoab RBnMura Co., Lafayette, 
I^^ 6-4-02 

WANTED— A position as assistant engineer to do re- 
pairs and take off crop In Laulslana. Address Hbnbt, 
care this office. 6-2-02 



WANTED— Boarding house keeper. Apply by mall 
to CiNCLABB CvNTBAL Factobt, CiDclare, La. 



WANTED— Man thoroughly familiar with cultivation 
of cane and mannfaoturtiig of sugar to take charge of a 
Mexican plantation. Address with all partloalars W. 
C. DOAK, 20 South 6th Street, Terre Haute, Ind. 



1 



WANTED— Position by Al sugar boiler. 16 years ex- 
erlenoe in Louisiana, best references. Address J. C. 
[BTN, 172 East 86th Street, New York. 6-6-08 



WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or chemist in 
Mexico, Central America, Cuba, West Indies or else- 
where. Address 810, care LouiBiAHA PLANm. 6-6-02 



WANTBEK— Position by a angar boiler of 7 
years* experience In Lonlalana. Good refereoces. 
Address A. J. S., Houma, La. 



WANTED — A position to take charge of Demlng 
apparatus In Mexico, Cuba, or anywhere else: ex- 

Ctrlenced man; gaod references. Addrew B. W. 
0I8B, 127 Carondelet street, New Orleans. 
Jrtt • 6-17-02 



WANTED— Situation tar a first class sugar maker 
for the coming season. Best references given. Apply 
JKO. W. SBirriLLi, 1016 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 



WANTED— A poslUon to take charge of Doming 
apparatus In Mexico, Cuba, or any where else. Ex- 

Kirlenced man. Good references. Address E. W. 
OI8B, 127 Carondelet St., New Orleans La. 6-17 02 



WANTED— A position by a chemist experienced in 
sugar house and ffeneral agricultural analysis. Best 
of references. Address Bricb B. Hammers. Clear- 



water, Eans. 



6-20-02 



WANTED— A blacksmith wishes a position In sugar 
refinery, wsgon or plow works, or in railroad shop: Is 
familiar with all kinds of msohinery ; is a self -hardening 
steel worker. Write William L. farrbll, 086 Thalia 
street. New Orleana, La. 



WANTED— A position as sugar boiler by a man of 
twelve years' experience. Can furnish very good 
references. WUllna to go to alther Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawsllan Islands. Address F. N. 
Smith, 061 Piety street. New Orleana. 



WANRED — A blacksmith experienced in laying 
plows, repairing cultlvatore and general planUtlon 
work. Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Orleans, La. 6-7-02 



WANTED— Position by a young man on sugar plan- 
totlon as book keeper or Umekeeper. Can Aimlsh 
best of references. Address "H." OOI Ursullnes Ave 



Kow Orleans, La. 



WANTED -Per Porto Rico, two first-class centri- 
fugal men, sUte age, nationalltr* ■alary, refer«inces 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 610 Common St., Sute Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 



WANTBD— Position by an anMriencad engineer 
and draftsman, 80 years old; 6^ yean' experience 
in designing and detailing beet and cane sugar 
houses for this country and Cuba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical schoola. Could 
commence Immediately. Address C. M., care Chas. 
HuBBNBB, 804 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED— A position by a first-claas electrician 
who would like to put up er care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere In Leulsiana. Can furnish the beat 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
government Address F. Sintbs, Care Louisiana 
Plantbr, 839 Carondelet St, New Orleans, La. 



WANTBD—Analvtical chemist, Ph.D., 29 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes in this 
line, desires position In the United States. Best 
references. Address Po8Bm> Care this paper. 



WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 
perienced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
has served in Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spaniah and French. Is 
open for engagement now. Address Bbnbbt Vom 
RuNOB> 824Rlver St, Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 



WANTED — Foreman for syrup factory, who can 
handle men, during the season, and who is a thorougly 
practical mechanic to overhaul syrup and Sugar msr 
ohinery balance of year. Address Haboworkbr. care 
Louisiana Planter. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A good blacksmith at Avoca plaatotion 
near Morgsn Cl^ La.^. Wagev 61.60, per day. Ne 
board. Address J. N. Pharr, Berwick, La. 



WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, In 
office^ or store, by an all around man of experience 
and ability, with best references. Address B, M. Nor- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texas. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who can 
%ssist engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Willing, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for emplover. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished if required. Address Jko. B. Cald- 
WBLL, 808 Commerce, St, Houston, Texas. 



WANTED— A position as ragar boUar for tlia 
coming crop In Louisiana by a man who la at 
present engiM^ on ana of Cnba's largeat satataa 
and can fomlah first class refarencsa from Loo- 
Islana and Cuba. Addresa 8. A. H., care Louia- 
ANA Plamtxr. 



WANTED — Position by an expeHanced Taennm 
pan sugar boiler. Can fnnlah A Na. 1 rafarsBcaa. 
Addreas J. D., BOX 48, Whltacaatle, La. 4-11-02 



WANTED — SItoatlon on a angar satata by thor- 
ough cultivator and un-to-data angar honaa man: 
no objection to Parto Bico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters. Addresa L. F. Smith« 729 Cnatamhonaa 
street New Orleans, La. 4-l(M>2 



WANTED — By an experienced locamotlTa enll- 
neer, position for coming seaaon; can furnish tne 
very best of references. Addreas B. P. O.. care 
l^UISIANA Plantbr.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — ^A poaltlon aa flrtt-claas sugar maker 
in Cuba, Mexico or elaewhara. Can fnmlih firrt* 
claas references. Addresa Patar L. Boodrsanx, 
Lafourche Creasing, La. 1-4-02 

WANTBD — A position as cooper on molssaes and 
sugar Iwrrela, by a gaod, competent man, with 
good references. L. JL Thomai^ 1109 Cadli St, 
New Orleana, La. . 

WANTBD — Pealtlon aa angar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Can fnmlsk 
references. Address 28, care thla ofllca. 



WANTBD — A poaltlon aa chief engineer aatf 
machinist to do rei>alra and take off crap, either la 
central factory or sugar hooae. Addreaa A. B.. 
186 Annunciation atreet, New Orleana. 8-18^ 



WANTBD — A position as . 
Utter. Addresa Bnr Brbrb, La 



leer or ataam- 
. N. T. 
8-17-08 



WANTBD— A first-class eimerienced sugar house 
engineer. Must be sober, industrious and capaUe of 
taung (diarge of the mechanical department of a 
sugar house. Address H. S. Dtrr, Supt. C. 8. Co., 
Fremont, Ohio. 84602. 



WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter Press man. References must ba 
first-dass. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
M0LLA68R8 Co. Loyd La. 8-27-82 



WANTBD— Bv an experienced manager, a situation 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take ofP 
the cane crop of 1902. Will contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1802. reference OK 
and satisfaction guaranteed. For further particolara 
please apply to Oscar Jacor Union P. O. St Jamos Ph, 
La. Or address P. O. Box Q Q O. Planchevllle, Av- 
3yelles Ph, La. 8-18-02. 



WANTED— By a competent woman, a boarding honsa 
on sugar plantation for the fall and winter of 1802. 
Have experence and can furnish all neceasary grocer- 
lee. Address Mrs. Q. W. Bell, care Miss Rhodes, 
Baton Rouge P. O. La. 8-4-02. 



WANTED— A situation as cooper to make syrup bar- 
rels sugar barrels. Can give best of references. Ad- 
dross Cooper 2917 PhlUp St., New Orleans, Li. 2-8-08 



WANTBD— Position by an expert engineer and erec- 
tion machinest, who is capable of repairing all Idnds 
" " John k. Qall, Le Roy» 



of machinery and pumps. 
N.Y. 



2-18-02 



WANTED— A position on sugar plantation by young 
unmarried man with a number of years' expenence. 
Can fill any position from buslnets manager down. 
Best of references and bond if required. Addresa R. 
D. T. Shbrwood, 1821 ThaUa St, New Orleans. 2-18-08 



WANTBD — Position aa flugar hooae englnaar 
for this year in Louisiana, Cuba or Mexico. Can 
furnish references on demand. Address Box 29« 
Donaldaonvllle, La. 2-8^02 



WANTED— Situation by a first-class sugar house an- 

eneer and machlhlst. Have had charge of some of the 
rgest places in the State. Will do the repairing 
work for $8.60 per day, plantation hours, and guarantee 
satisfaction. Can furnish gilt edge references. Ad- 
,, 92f Am - ~ '" ^ - 



dress Chief Enoinbkr^ 
La 



r Amelia St, New Orleana, 
8-S-02 



WANTED— Bv first-dass sugar boiler, a crop for 
coming season nave boiled in large refineries, can tar- 
nish best of referenoes. Address L. Pirrrt, Bdgmrd 
P. O.La. 



WANTED— Position as foreman of railroad trmok 
work on any plantation for the coming season. Ad- 
dress B. W. MAN8UT, 886 Piety St., New Orleans, La. 



WANTBD— By engineer with 10 years' experi- 
ence In sugar house, position for repalra and com- 
ing crop. Addresa SATiarAcrxoN, care thla ofllee. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
CANE GROWERS' ASSOCIATION WIIiL BBS 
HELD AT 625 GRAVIBR STRBBT, ON MONDAY, 
JULY 2. ELECTION OP EXECUTIVE COMMIT- 
TEE. POLLS OPEN FROM 11 A. M. UNTIT- 

12 O'CLOCK NOON. 

CHAS. A. FARWBLL, Prealdant 
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Bmilb Host, 
Thomas D. Millbb, 
BcHMnxT k Zibgleb, 
T. 6. McLauby, 
L. 8. Clark, 
J. B. Levkrt, 
Simpson Hobnob, 
W. B. Bloomfibu), 
w. w. sutcliffb, 
John S. Moobb, 
James C. Mubpht, 
Jos Wbbrb, 



R. Bbltban, 
LnciBN Son I AT, 
D. R. Caldeb, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hebo & Malhiot, 
W. J. Behan, 
J. T. MooBB, Jb., 
Edwabds & Havbtman, 
John A. Mobbis, 

B. H. Cunningham, 
R. Vitebbo, 

H. C. MiNOB, 

C. M. SOBIA, 

J. L. Habbis, 
J. H. Mubphy, 
Andbew Pbice, 
B. ft J. KocK, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Mbybb, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
Oborqe P. Andebton, 
a. l. monnot, 
Richard Millikbn, 
W. P. Milks, 
Lezin a. Bkcnel, 
J. N. Phabb, 
Jules J. Jacob. 



The Cane Crop. 

Since our last issue there have been 
rains throughout nearly all portions of 
tlie sugar belt, but these rains were in 
many places insufficient and more mois- 
ture is anxiously awaited by a great many 
of our sugar planters. Nevertheless a 
vast amount of good has been done by 
what did come and the situation is there- 
fore decMedly more favorable tlian it was 
a week ago. Indications at this lime 
point strongly to a further rainfall ir 
the near future and possibly by the time 
this reaches our readers their wishes in 
this respect will have been gratified. The 
fields are in a splendid state of cultiva- 
tion everywhere and are ready to take 
considerable rainfall. 



facturers, seems to be guarantor of their 
skill and general competency. 



The Situation in Washington. 

The advices from Washington point 
strongly to the complete failure of ary 
legislation during this session of Con- 
gress concerning reciprocity with Cuba. 
The efforts of the beet sugar producers 
and the Louisiana cane sugar producers, 
which have been so ably put forth dur- 
ing the past few months, have apparently 
achieved their object, and all danger of 
adverse legislation in the Cuban matter 
has apparently been eliminated. We mav, 
of course, expect another fight along 
these same lines at the next session of 
Congress, but our sugar producers can 
not but feel encouraged at tiie success 
thev have so far met with. 



Women as Sugar Chemists. 

A recent issue of La Sucrerie Indigene 
et Coloniale refers to the fact that ii 
Germany w'omen are now employed as 
sugar chemists. The number of women 
so employed has become so considerable 
ithat it has been found desirable to organ- 
ize a Woman's Chemical Association, 
domiciled at Hanover, and Madame Pod- 
lech has been chosen as its first president. 
This association is now endeavoring to 
secure positions for its members and to 
attain this end has secured the aid of the 
press to call the attention of sugar manu- 
facturers to themselves. 

The majority of these chemists have 
received diplomas as to their ability, the 
result of competent examination. Dr. 
Hferzfeld, chief chemist of the General 
Laboratory of the German Sugar Mam.- 



A New German Idea in Sugar Man- 
ufacture. 

The value of beet pulp for cattle food 
has long been recognized and the pulp 
plays an important part in tlie beet sugar 
industry as a by-product which may, by 
its value, change a losing busirress itJto a 
paying one. The beet sugar factories are 
now all endeavoring to utilize the pi;lp 
and may buy cattle to consume it, may 
sell it at a given price, or return it pro 
rata to the beet producers as a considera- 
tion in the purchase price of the beets. 

It is found that the chief value of beet 
pulp arises from the small quantity of su- 
gar still left in it. The vegetable nbcr 
has a food value, but the sugar content 
of the pulp is the main item of value and 
now that sugar and molasses are so low 
in price as to be used as stock food, it 
has naturally occurred to the French fab- 
ricants that it might be better to leave 
more sugar in the pulp. This is now be • 
ing done and, strange to say, is done 
under a patent secured by Mr. Steffen, 
of Vienna. If sugar had its fonner value 
this retrogressive move would I'ever have 
been thought of. Now it is found that the 
by-product has considerable value and 
may be made to have still more, all 
economies considered. Our Berlin cor- 
respondent in his letter of May 31 pub- 
lished in our last issue refers to this new 
Steffen's process. 



Surplus l^bor in Cuba. 

The sugar industry in Cuba on its agri- 
cultural side seems to be reduced to a 
very elementary form. A rough clearing, 
a hole punched in the ground by a crov/- 
bar and a cane top inserted Ihereii;! may 
be considered a planting and cultivation 
thereafter means to keep the weeds J(jwn 
and to supply here and there the cane 
tops that may die out. 

It is the sugar manufacturing season 
tliat requires a large force of laborers. 
The cane cutting and hauling require a 
good supply of people apart from those 
regularly employed in the factories. We 
arc led to these remarks by the statement 
made by our Havana correspondent in his 
letter of June 13, which appeared in our 
last issue, wherein he wondered how the 
unem.ployed laborers can support them- 
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selves and families until the sugar nar- 
vest comes again. 

We don't recall having ever read of a 
surplus of labor in Cuba before and, of 
course, it comes now only because of the 
current low prices for sugar and the dis- 
position among sugar planters to resist 
every outlay that can be avoided. Such 
matters however generally quickly ad 
just themselves and the unemployed will 
drop into other channels and when har- 
vest comes again there will be the same 
old cry for more labor. 



The Rice Situation. 

The immense strides made in South- 
west Louisiana and in Texas in securing 
water supplies and in getting new lands 
into rice culture are something wonder- 
ful to those of us unfamiliar wUh or un- 
used to this rapid pace. The marketing 
of over three million bags of rough rice 
this last season without breaking the 
market, indicates a degree of skill in tlie 
management of the rice industry beyond 
anything we had expected. 

The crop of 1902 is now the center of 
attention in rice circles and a httle while 
ago we were wondering if we could mar- 
ket four million bag$ this season and hold 
up the prices as successfully as was dore 
with the three and one-half million bags 
this last season. We now find several 
causes that indicate that prices of rice will 
be good again, during the coming searon, 
and that the fears of inability on our part 
to successfully • distribute the coming rice 
crop will be dispelled by the actual re 
suits. The Crowley Signal estimates th** 
coming crop as probably no larger than 
the last. We are now shor: some 12 or 
15 inches of rainfall for the current year 
as compared with the same date last year 
and while the cane crop and in fact all 
our crops have felt this deficiency severe- 
ly, the rice crop is the one suffering the 
most severely. We are inclined to tliink 
the SignaVs estimate is correct; that the 
rice crop of 1902 will be no larger th^n 
that of 1901, and that the same skill dis- 
played in marketing the crop of 190T, if 
availed of this season, will insure sati«^- 
factory prices. There will be no surplus 
of rice and the crop should be heM for 
good prices. 



The Volcanic Peril in the West 
Indies. 

The Island of Cuba is largely of coral- 
ine formation, although the eastern end, 
and more especially about Santiago, is 
mountainous, and perhaps in the remoter 
past, volcanic. The smaller islands re- 
sembling the summits of a submerge'! 
mountain range, beginning in the north 
at Guadeloupe and running south to Trin- 
idad just off the mainland of South Am- 
erica, are those now embraced within pos- 
sible volcanic danger and the inhabitants 



of these islands are, doubtless, now living 
under considerable nervous tension. 

These windward islands, including 
Trinidad and Antigua, contain nearly a 
million inhabitants and we may judge of 
the terror of these people since the fear- 
ful disaster in Martinique, in contem- 
plating what may come to tliem. The 
population of these islands rates about as 
follows : 

Martinique 188.000 

Barbados 182,000 

Trinidad 181.000 

Guadeloupe 142.000 

Grenada 64,000 

St Lucia 43.000 

St. Vincent 41.000 

Antigua 86,000 

Dominica 27,000 

Most of these islands are volcanic and 
have now volcanoes extinct or giving 
some slight Evidence of vitality. St. Vin- 
cent and Martinique alone have experi- 
enced the full burden of disaster, but 
there are evidences of unusual activity 
elsewhere. In Trinidad the mud springs 
are attracting attention, but do not seem 
to indicate disaster. 

Let us hope that these perils will soor 
pass away and that our confreres in the 
West Indies will soon be pursuing theii 
ordinary routine of business, and, in the 
successful manufacture of cane sugar, en- 
deavor to forget the disasters of 1902. 

Cane Culture and 5u£:ar Manufac- 
ture in riexlce. 

Editor Louisiana Planter \ 

When last in Mexico, the superintendent 
of the sugar factory at the Hacienda Ingenio 
Rascon said to me that you had expressed 
a wish to have him write you regarding the 
sugar production and cane culture of that 
section. He has been so situated that it has 
not been possible for ^^m to do so; and, as I' 
have had occasion to visit frequently the 
portion of the Republic between Tampico 
and San Luis Potosi, and have devoted much 
study to the above questions during the last 
few years, it will give me pleasure to give 
to your readers, the sugar producers of 
Louisiana, some of the results of my observa- 
tions. 

As you are aware, the sugar lands of Mex- 
ico are in every State of the Republic, ex- 
cept the State of Tlaxcala and the District 
Federal; and cane is grown with magnificent 
results from the level of the sea to the table 
lands of four and five thousand feet. In the 
Ticrra Caliente the lands and elf mate are 
similar to those of Cuba, in so far as their 
adaptability to cane culture is con- 
cerned; but are probably not so in- 
viting to Europeans, as these sec- 
tions are not healthful even for the na- 
tive in many instances. From the stand- 
point of an observer, my conviction is that 
under proper circumstances— after the con- 
struction of suitable dwellings, the proper 
drainage, and a safe water supply, these 
regions will become as healthful as similar 



sections of the Mississippi Valley have be- 
come as the result of the intelligent perse- 
verance of generations of planters. Leav- 
ing the level of the sea, and pacing above 
the first and second range of mountains to 
a level of 1,000 to 2,000 feet, the drainage is 
excellent, the temperature agreeable all the 
year, and the valleys watered by fresh moun- 
tain streams that come directly from the 
heart of the eternal hilla 

Speaking more particularly of the region 
about Rascon, as that with which I am 
most familiar, where the elevation above 
the sea is 1,000 feet, the temperature in the 
last year ranged as follows: 

July, 1901, maximum 82.5 C. average in 
day, 25.6 C; minimum 21 C, average in 
night 22 C. 

August, 1901, maximum 83.5 C, average 
in day 31.5 C; minimum 12 C, average in 
night 23 C. 

September, 1901, maximum 88 C, average 
in day 30 C; minimum 14.5 C, average in 
night 21 C. 

October, 1901, maximum 31 C, average in 
day 27 C; minimum 16 C, average in nie^t 
18 C. 

November, 1901, maximum 28 C, average 
in day 24.5 C; minimum 10 C, average in 
night 16 C. 

December, 1901, maximum 26 C, average 
in day 23.5 C; minimum 2 C, average in 
night 8 C. 

January, 1902, maximum 80 C, average in 
day 26 C; minimum 2 C, average in night 
8 C. 

February, 1902, maximum 30 C, average 
in day 29.5 C; minimum 3 C, average in 
night 10.5 C. 

March, 1902, maximum 32 C, average in 
day 31 C; minimum 7.5 C, average in 
night 15 C. 

April, 1902, maximum 84 C, average in 
day 30.5 C; minimum 12 C, average in 
night 17.5 C. 

May, 1902, maximum 40 C, average in 
day 32 C; minimum 11 C, average in nig^t 
17 C. 

This record was commenced in July of 
last year. The hottest day is recorded in 
May of this year — only one day, but the 
nights have been always cool. The coldest 
weather of the year was during the week 
following the freeze in Louisiana, when the 
thermometer dropped to 2 degrees Centi- 
grade, equal to 85 Fahrenheit, and the cane 
was not injured. 

The rainfall was measured at Rascon as 

260 M. M. in July, 1901. 
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The soil about Rascon is a rich chocolate 
loam, that pulverizes easily, and irrigates 
without packing. Cane in Mexico is planted 
both according to the old Spanish method, 
in hills, or, as in Louisiana, in row8» two 
meters apart. The growth is very rapid and 
rank. I have eeen cane at Rascon 14 feet 
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high and 7^ inches in circumference. The 
normal average yield per acre is stated to 
be forty to fifty tons. On the Ingenio Ras- 
con last year, the lands averaged thirty-two 
Mexican tons (2200 lbs. each). I believe 
this tonnage will be much increased. Last 
fall was an unusually wet one, a strong 
wind blew down miich of the cane, and 
much of it suckered in the last two or three 
months. At Rascon it is stated that stubble 
will last eight and ten years. The tops of 
the cane are used for seed, and give without 
difficulty an excellent stand. In March of 
1901 I visited the Ingenio Rascon, accom- 
panied by two friends who are large planters 
in Lafourche parish. On the Pullman going 
down, I told them that the administrador 
was planting the points of the cane. Im- 
mediately they protested that this would 
ruin the hacienda; but when they arrived 
and saw the stand there eighteen inches 
hi^, they advised me not to interfere. Their 
comment upon the conditions they found, 
was that the cane grew wild, so crude was 
the cultivation as compared to that used 
in Louisiana. The Beaume of the cane va- 
ries from 9 to 14 degrees. At Rascon last 
year it was from 9 to 11 1^ degrees. 

The cost of production of sugar m Mexico 
must be as low as anywhere in the world. 
I have seen it stated that it can be made» 
and sold at a profit for one cent per pound. 
The authority for this statement was the 
late Mexican Minister to Washington, Senor 
Romero. The experience at Ingenio Rascon 
last year was as follows: The output was 
about 600,000 pounds of all sugars, at a 
cost of a little less than 2% cents per pound, 
on a mill of only three rollers, without a 
filter press, or filter bag, grinding only forty 
tons daily, and making only about 127 lbs. 
of all sugars to the ton, with Beaume as 
above. The grinding occupied four months, 
With properly equipped modem mill, this 
crop should have been ground inside of two 
weeks and yielded nearly double the out- 
put; bringing the cost down to half, or less 
than half. When yt>u remember that this 
means in Mexican silver, you can understand 
that when this sugar gets into the markets 
of the world, the cost is again reduced by 
more than a half. 

Sugar in Mexico Is protected by the tariff. 
The price has varied during the last ten 
years from 10 to 7% cents per pound for 
first-grade sugars, such as in Louisiana are 
classed as prime yellows. In 1901 the price 
was 10 cents. In 1902, sales have been 
made from 9 to 7% cents — ^the matter of 
supply and demand regulating the price. 
There are in Mexico about 1,385 haciendas 
of importance that make white sugars, and 
the brown sugar of that country known as 
piloncillo. The production and exportation 
of white sugars for the last nine years was 
as follows: 

Produced Exported 

kilograms, kilograms. 

1892 45,713,865 320,622 

1893 48,960,678 548,900 



1894 54,237,178 1,486,011 

1895 143.577,628 526,388 

1896 71,428,870 1,844,649 

1897 65,803,119 496,184 

1898 67,852,023 48,220 

1899 68,607,652 279,209 

1900 75,055,798 374,765 

The above figures show that the production 
of sugar in 1895 was nearly double that of 
1900; so that there does not appear to be 
any very rapid increase in the production 
of sugar in the Republic. The price of su- 
gar in 1895 was as low as T% cents. The 
exportations show that Mexico has practi- 
cally never sought a foreign market for her 
sugars, the whole output being consumed 
at home. Other figures show also that the 
home consumption is rapiily increasing, 
quite as rapidly, if not more so, than the 
production. The original sugar of the coun- 
try was made in open kettle in the crudest 
way, much of it as black as it could be, and 
at really a greater cost than the white su- 
gar, when you consider that these mills only 
get about 20 per cent to 25 per cent extrac- 
tion. This native sugar, known as panoche, 
piloncillo, etc., at the present time is con- 
sumed in the Republic at the ratio of about 
100 pounds per annum per capita, while only 
about 10 pounds per capita per annum of 
white sugar is used. These proportions are 
rapidly being changed, as shown by the sta 
tistics. Every year more white sugar is 
used, as proportionately less piloncillo or 
panoche. And the only logical conclusion is, 
that eventually it must come to a condition 
in which, instead of 100 pounds of piloncillo, 
or brown sugar, being used to 10 pounds of 
white sugar, the proportions will be 100 
pounds of white sugar consumed to 10 
pounds of brown sugar; or in totals, instead 
of 80,000 tons of white sugar consumed in 
Mexico to 800,000 tons of piloncillo, the sit- 
uation will be one in which the demand will 
be for 800,000 tons of white sugar to 80,000 
tons of piloncillo. This will mean a demand 
multiplied by at least ten times the present, 
and we have not yet made any allowance for 
the Increase In population and for other con- 
ditions which would also enlarge the mar- 
ket. The proposition that there is any dan- 
ger of over-stocking the Mexican market 
with white sugar, seems almost too remote 
to deserve to be considered. 

Tou win understand that the cane lands 
In the region about Rascon, and in all of 
that section of Mexico which Is from a thou- 
sand to two thousand feet above the sea, are 
Irrigated lands. The cane scarcely ever 
ceases to grow. It is cut In December and 
January, and Immediately begins to put 
forth and grows until it is cut in the follow- 
ing December and January. So that the 
Mexican producer is enabled, by reason of 
the favorable seasons, and by reason of an 
abundance of water for irrigation which 
makes him independent of the rains, to per- 
mit his cane to come to maturity, to grind 
it when it has ripened, and. If he desires, he 
can operate his mill for six months in the 
year without Interruption. 



It Is almost Incomprehensible that a coun- 
try with such magnificent resources, wait- 
ing for development, with such favorable 
conditions as regards climate and seasons, 
should be almost at our door, should pre- 
sent so many attractions, and should not 
have before received more attention from 
our people. 

Geo. H. Leb. 



Southern Railway. 

The Southern Railway is the great Trunk 
Line between New Orleans and Washing- 
ton, D. C, Baltimore, Philauelphla and New 
York, with double dally Vestibule Traini» 
Observation, Library and luxurious Dining 
Car& 

Large and elegant Puhmans from New 
Orleans through to Washington and New 
York without change. Only 84 hours to 
Washington, D. C, and 40 hours to New 
YoTK. City Ticket Oflice» 704 Common street 
(next to ladies' entrance St. Charles Hotel). 

C. M. McMillan, Asst Ticket Agt 

M. R. POWERS, D. P. A, 

J. C. ANDREWS, Southwestern Pass. 
Agent. • 



Trade Notes. 



More Evidence. — ^The liberal offer of 
Messrs. Adam Cook's Sons of New York to 
engineers and others to furnish a can of 
their well known Albany Grease, also a 
grease cup, free of charge, prompts a highly 
complimentary testimonial from Mr. Roy J. 
Rivers, superintendent of the Minneapolis 
Milling Company. He says: "I received 
sample can Albany Grease and grease cup 
and have given them a trial and find them 
very satisfactory. I am using less grease 
and there is less 'heating' than with any 
grease I have ever used here. I wish you 
every success." 



Trade Notes. 

Oil Tank Ropfs — ^The sugar planter's at- 
tention Is called to the advertisement of 
Messrs. Kracke & Flanders, which appears 
on the front cover of this Journal. They 
are making a specialty Just now of roofing 
oil tanks. Their ciass of roofing is particu- 
larly adapted for this purpose, as it Is fire, 
acid and sulphur proof. 

Such leading planters as Martial Bllleaud, 
Leon Godchaux Company, Ltd., and Barker 
& Leplne, are among the prominent ones 
who have recently adopted their roofing. 

This firm Is also now applying three or 
four hundred squares of similar roofing 
over 'the oil reservoirs and tanks of the 
mammoth Gulf Refining Company at Port 
Arthur, Texas, which is further evidence 
that they haVe demonstrated their goods are 
of superior merit, and especially adapted 
for covering tanks. All planters erecting 
fuel oil tanks would do well to consult with 
this firm. 
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LOCAL LBTTBB8. 



Ascension. 

(BPBCIAI^ COBBUPOMDBMCa.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The drought was broken, or, rather, slight- 
ly cracked, Thursday afternoon of last week, 
when it began to rain at 4:30 o'clock. The 
rainfall, however, \^as confined to a com- 
paratively small area, of which this town 
seemed to be the center. The precipitation 
here was only .60 of an inch, while at Mc- 
Call and on Riverton plantation near Burn- 
side it amounted to no more than .40 of an 
inch. In other places there was scarcely 
enough to lay the dust. Of course this was 
not enough to hqlp the crops to any appre- 
ciable extent. Saturday there was more rain, 
beginning at about 8 p. m. and continuing 
until well into the night Although the rain- 
fall then was more widespread than on 
Thursday, it was so slight that it practical- 
ly amounted to nothing so far as the crops 
were concerned in this immediate vicinity, 
the precipitation at Donaldsonville being on- 
ly .45 of an inch. Reports from the lower 
limits of Ascension and the upper portion of 
the parish of St. James are to the effect 
that there was a heavy and long continued 
rain in that section on Thursday and another 
on Saturday afternoon, but that both came 
too late to save the early com, although late 
com, peas and rice are now doing well, 
while cane does not seem to have been very 
seriously affected. In this neighborhood 
and on Bayou I^afourche the crops are bet- 
ter than below St. James Station and above 
Whitecastle. Cane is suffering a little for 
want of rain, but, though slowly, continues 
to grow and keeps a healthy color. Laying 
by is progressing rapidly and the prospects 
are that this operation will be completed 
on all of the places in this parish for the 
Fourth of July. 

Your correspondent went to Alexandria 
Sunday, and what he saw of the crops along 
the route in the parishes of Pointe Coupee, 
St Landry, Avoyelles and Rapides, made 
him rejoice over the fact that he lives in 
Ascension. From Baton Rouge Junction up, 
the devastation by the drought became more 
and more evident. Com barely more than 
a foot high was tasselled and burned to 
death, cane was small, of a poor stand and 
pale, and cotton seemed undetermined as to 
whether it would come up at all or not In 
Rapides some fields of cotton were laid by 
and the bottom of the furrow shone like 
polished steel, while the plants were small 
and showed plainly how much they had 
• suffered for lack of a little moisture. Con- 
ditions away from the railroad are evidently 
as bad, for Father Menard, the courteous 
curate at the Catholic church of Alexandria 
said that he had been asked by a number 
of the farmers to offer up public prayers 
for the ending of the drought, which was 
working the ruin of truck farmers and cane 
and cotton planters. 

Alfred Beckner, the genial and rotund 



manager of the Miles Planting and Manu- 
facturing Company's Riverton plantation 
near Bumside, was in town a few days ago. 
Mr. Beckner echoed Uie general cry of "not 
enough rain," but was optimistic withal, 
saying that the result of his observations 
during a long period of years leads him to 
think that better crops are made in dry 
than in wet years; at any rate, he very much 
preferred laying by in time of drought than 
to watch the grass grow beyond control dur- 
ing a protracted wet spell. 

T. Sawa, a young Japanese who is study- 
ing cane planting and sugar making meth- 
ods in I^uisiana, was in Donaldsonville 
this morning. He speaks English intel- 
ligibly and expressed himself as delighted 
with the people he had met and the things 
he had seen in the sugar belt. Mr. Sawa is 
a chemist and would like to obtain a posi- 
tion in that capacity in some sugar refinery 
in order to thoroughly familiarize himself 
with American methods. He worked for 
five -years at Tokio in one of the only two 
sugar refineries in Japan. Each of these 
refineries has a capacity of 120 tons of sugar 
daily. Japan's sugar consumption is fifteen 
pounds per capita, but only one-fourth of 
this is produced from cane grown in that 
country — the remainder is Imported from 
Java, the Philippines, Germany and other 
countries as raw material. He thought that 
excellent water, cheap labor and fuel and 
the location of the country made Japan the 
ideal refining center for all the sugar pro- 
duced in the Orient — much more so than 
Hong Kong and vicinity, where the water 
is not good and fuel has to be imported from 
Japan. At any rate, it's a good Job that the 
land of the Mikado is a few jumps away 
from ABCEVcioy. 



Iberville. 

(SPBCIAIi COBBESPOITDBNCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather continues hot and dry. A 
good rain fell on the east bank last Thurs- 
day and at other portions of the parish a 
slight shower, which at the lower end of 
the parish was followed by another on Satur- 
day, and reports from that section say the 
crop conditions since the rains are fair. *rhe 
work of laying by has begun and we have 
heard of one plantation that has finished, 
but on most places, owing to the drought, 
there is plenty of small cane which can be 
profitably cultivated for several weeks yet. 
and unless we get a good rain soon August 
will find some of our people in the field. 
Reports from the rice crops continue favor- 
able. 

The finest crops we have seen are in the 
middle of the first ward — the stretch Just 
above White Castle and it makes one feel 
good to look at them. Is it the soil or Is 
it cultivation that makes such a difference 
when compared to other sections? 

The crop of the Augusta plantation of the 

G. M. Murrell P. & M. Co., Ltd., of Bayou 

i Goula, which is worked under the tenant 



system is reported to be one of the finest 
and furthest advanced in the state, and 
Augusta is the first to send in a cane with 
four Joints. 

Work is progressing on the oil tank of 
the Messrs. Trahan & Daigle.. of Dorceyvllle. 
at their Aloysia plantation. They have a 
magnificent crop and as usual were the first 
to finish laying by. 

The work of reconstructing the sugar 
house of Mrs. Amelia Brown's St. Gabriel 
plfintation is nearing completion and a new 
brand of symp will appear on the market 
this fall. 

The J. Supple's Sons Planting Company, 
Ltd., of Bayou Goula, have had to put a 
new shaft in one of their rollers, to replace 
one that showed a tiny thread-like crack 
but which an expert could not pronounce a 
crack. The roller, however, was sent to a 
foundry and the crack still appearing after 
one-fourth of an inch had been planed off 
it was deemed imprudent to undertake to 
take the coming crop off with this roller, 
hence a new shaft was put in. 

Death removed from our midst last week 
a good man and a successful planter in the 
person of Mr. Theodore Landry, of the Lucky 
plantation. Mr. Landry was in his seventy- 
second year and his long life was spent al- 
most wholly in this parish where the in- 
fiuence of his energy, charity and good 
example has borne excellent fruit Mr. Lan- 
dry leaves a widow and one son, Mr. Stephen 
Landry, who for several years has managed 
his father's plantation affairs. 

Those planters from this parish'^who saw 
the test given at Audubon Station to the 
loading machine invented by T. J. Howard, 
speak favorably of the device which it is 
claimed will load 200 tons per day, and 
believe it wilf be a great boon to the planter 
owing to the labor situation. Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

(SPBCIAL CORBBSPONOBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

We have had two showers during the past 
few days — one on Thursday of last week and 
the other Saturday — but neither was generm.1 
or sufficiently heavy to afford the growing 
crops the relief so sorely needed. The first 
shower was the harder of tha two, and more 
nearly attained the dignity of a rain than 
Saturday's sprinkle, which "petered out" in 
considerable wind and lightning and thun- 
der. In several localities quite a nice rain 
fell, but elsewhere there were only a few 
drops — scarcely enough moisture to lay the 
dust Following Saturday's shower came a 
remarkable change in temperature. Prior to 
that time the weather had been intensely hot> 
the temperature ranging well up in the 90*8. 
but Sunday dawned like an October day — 
Clear and delightfully cool, the thermometer 
registering scant 70 degrees. This abnor- 
mally cool spell lasted until Tuesday morn- 
ing, when normal conditions were resumed. 

When the length and intensity of the pre- 
vailing drouth is considered, it is surprising 
that the cane crop has held its own as well 
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as it has. As has been stated in this cor- 
respondence during the past month the crop 
is suffering more on some plantations than 
others, and, indeed, there are very percepti- 
ble differences in many- instances on the 
same place. The stubble has stood the 
drouth better than the plant, but there is i|o 
uniformity about the latter, owing to the 
differences in soil, drainage, cultivation, etc. 
On one point all planters are agreed, and 
that is that the entire crop is fully a month 
late in the matter of size. If only the needed 
rains would come, the cane would soon catch 
up much of its lost growth. Many planters 
who had hoped and waited for a good rain 
before giving the cane its final working, have 
commenced laying by regardless of the 
weather. Others are still "holding off", so to 
speak, awaiting the necessary precipitation. 
Hence, the old maxim that the "crop should 
be laid by on the 4th of July" will not hold 
good this year. So far as the corn crop is 
concerned, nothing can be added to what was 
said on this subject last week. 

Three new cotton gins will be erected in 
this parish during the next two months. 

Charbon is on the increase in 

West Baton Rouob. 



Terrebonne. 

(SPBCUlL COBRBSiOMDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A prayer of thanksgiving went up from 
every heart in this section last Thursday 
afternoon when Jupiter Pluvius decided to 
slake the thirst of the suffering crops. 

The'icom crop in many places was faring 
badly and to say it hung by a thread actually 
expresses it A week more without rain and 
the yield would have been decreased at 
least 50 per cent It has braced up wonder- 
fully since the needed showers have arrived 
and with the unusually large acreage to 
offset the damage done, an average crop will 
be harvested. 

Pease that had remained under ground 
without germinating for four weeks are 
now coming up vigorously and in a few days 
will be very busy absorbing nitrogen from 
the air and storing it up in the soil. 

Succession and black land plant cane are 
fast losing that unhealthy yellow tinge and 
if cultivation "will out" within a fortnight 
it will have given way to the dark green 
so pleasing to eye and so full of promise. 

In times of drought the planter's fancy 
turns to thoughts of irrigation, but the more 
your corresponaent observes these soils the 
more convinced he is that these thoughts are 
idle. Let us improve the water holding 
power of our land by the addition of organic 
matter, such as pea vine and velvet beans 
plowed under and religiously conserve moist- 
ure by rapid and shallow cultivation, break- 
ing crust as soon as possible after rains, and 
the damaging effects of the longest droughts 
will be reduced to the minimum. 

The writer has seen hundreds of acres of 
pea vine land plant cane that grew vigor- 
ously during these parching days, a mulch 



of loose dirt was ever present thus prevent- 
ing evaporation from the soil itself, con- 
serving same for the use of the plants. 

As one of your correspondents has well 
said: "Thanks to the short labor supply" 
the planter has been forced to adopt 
scientific and economical methods. The 
same may be said of this section. Capt J. 
J. Shaffer of Magnolia recently invested In 
twelve middle cultivators of the Bodley- 
Mallon patent, and his neighbor, Mr. Sam 
Mayer of the Island of Cuba plantation pur- 
chased twelve Moline walking middle cul- 
tivators, after seeing the latter working on 
an adjoining place. The writer heard that 
Messrs. Caillouet & Maginnis of Oakland-Ash- 
land secured a large number of the last 
named implements. Tnese are moves in the 
right direction. 

Col Wm. Minor of Concord and Messrs. 
John D. Minor and V. H. Kyle of South- 
down's group were recent visitors to 
Waubun of the John T. Moore Pltg. Co., 
Lta., to inspect 200 acres of cane. In the cul- 
tivation of which the two mule plow took 
no part. After offbarring previous to 
scraping in the early spring, the complete 
work thereafter, barring the small amount 
of hoeing, was done witn the Moline middle 
and disc cultivating machines. These gen- 
tlemen were highly pleased with the char- 
acter of this work and its low cost startled 
them. If seeing Is believing this illustration 
should convince all those wedded to the two 
mule plow in cultivation. 

There is a movement on foot for two 
Farmers' Institute meetings to be held in 
this section in September. Everyone should 
lend his aid to bring about these instructive 
gatherings as they put before the tiller of 
the soil in accentuated form the latest truths 
resulting from the combination of science 
and practice in the field and factory, and the 
diffusion of knowledge is bound to bring 
about good results. 

The fields are clean, the season has i>er- 
mitted of ample cultivation and with the 
present moisture and more to follow, the 
sugar belt will hear from a parish named 

Terbesonne. 



Assumption. 

(SPECIAL CORBBBPONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather has been generally highly 
favorable for the crops. Several hard show- 
ers fell last week over most of the parish, 
and even those not so fortunate as to get 
soaking rains were sprinkled. Napoleonville 
and vicinity seems this year to be the centre 
of attraction for the clouds, and in the im- 
mediate vicinity the planters are almost dis- 
posed to grumble at having too much rain, 
as a serious interference with the final 
touches of laying by the cane. However, 
there need be no complaint, as the crops 
have been exceedingly well worked, and with 
the good weather of the present week most 
planters are so near through that even if 
they cannot finish there will be no great 



harm done. I have seldom seen prettier lay- 
ing by done than that done the present sea- 
son, and if, as planters say, "a good lay by is 
worth three tons to the acre," then the addi- 
tional tonnage should be there when grind- 
ing starts. 

Rice planters appreciate the showers, and 
without exception I hear claims of fine crops 
of rice. 

Some of the rice planters seem to think 
that with the bayou dammed that the rice 
industry will be doomed along the Lafourche, 
that the amount pumped in will not equal 
the evaporation and that required for the 
irrigation of the rice fields. 

To a stupid fellow it might appear that the 
Board of Engineers were not hasty in realiz- 
ing that the millions that were spent on the 
Lafourche levees were being expended in a 
system that was necessarily a failure, but 
we must recollect that great bodies move 
slowly, and that a million or two dollars 
spent unsuccessfully, has at least had the 
effect of giving the engineers exi>erience. 
Another stupid fellow might remark that the 
people have had the experience, but all such 
remarks are decidedly \inparliamentary, and 
besides it is something to know that after the 
lapse of lo! these many years (and many 
millions) that the present system is all 
wrong, and that after an incubating period 
of more than fifty years, or, to be conserva- 
tive, let us say since the war, a new and suc- 
cessful method has been triumphantly 
hatched. But of course a layman cannot 
criticise the technical and expert knowledge 
as has been so strikingly illustrated in the 
treatment of the Lafourche, and only stupid 
fellows that know nothing of cross sections 
would presume to hint that one failure, ad- 
mitted, might possibly be followed by others, 
perhaps as serious. 

However, in case of war the forts con- 
structed along the Lafourche might prove of 
considerable strategic value, and besides, the 
dams at both onus would prevent even a sub- 
marine torpedo boat from destroying the im- 
mense shipping interests that will soon ply 
in our inland lake, limited only by a draft of 
Bit feet, that we are promised. Sometimes 
one can find comfort in an old maxim, and 
our people in -Assumption should be con- 
soled that the old proverb says: "In time of 
peace, prepare for war!" 

MoEE Anon. 



Vermilion. 

(SPECIAL C0RKB8P0MDBKCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The weather is very dry yet, though there 
have been local showers in several sections 
of the country. The thermometer registers 
very high and crops are suffering for rain. 
The dry weather is getting to be very seri- 
ous for several reasons. Water for drink- 
ing purposes is getting scarce, for irrigating 
purposes it is entirely inadequate, and every 
form of human and animal life is drying 
out — the dust is fearful and fevers are be- 
coming common. 
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Corn is in a very critical stage just now; 
It is ready to make, and lack of rain will 
cause almost a total failure in the crop. 
There are many places in the richest parts 
of the parish where the yield will not re- 
turn the com planted on the ground. Rice 
is also suffering for water and is being 
damaged thereby. Canal men are not able 
to furnish water sufficient to supply the 
demands of their numerous customers and 
well owners are having trouble keeping 
their fields damp. It takes an immense 
quantity of water for irrigating this sea- 
son, more than ever experienced before in 
the rice fields. The rice crop will be cut 
short at least one-fourth and possibly three- 
eighths; it all depends on the rainfall for 
the next two weeks. Cane is doing fairly 
well, there has been more or less rain in 
the cane belt and the crop is fine. Cotton 
is in good shape also. It is very hard to 
estimate the acreage in cotton here this 
year, but it will not vary much from last 
year's crop. Melons and peaches are being 
brought to town from the adjoining farms ; 
the effects of tne drought can be seen on 
each, they are small and dry. 

The Planter's correspondent has just re- 
turned from a trip through western Louis- 
iana and east and southeast Texas and the 
crops are in very bad condition all along 
the line visited. Com is almost a total 
failure, fmits, melons and vegetables are 
dried up and the rice crop is small and 
needing water. The trip covered six days 
through Louisiana and Texas, mostly Texas, 
and the most promising rice seen on the en- 
tire route is around Oueydan and between 
Oueydan and Abbeville. There seems to be 
a scarcity of water everjrwhere for irrigat- 
ing purposes. 

Notwithstanding the dry weather, scarcity 
of water, or what not, Vermilion promises 
to be the first on the market with new rice 
this season. Mouton ft Demarcay on the 
lower Vermilion shipped out the first rtce 
of the season this moming from this place. 
The rice was consigned to Stewart Broa ft 
Co., of New Orleans, and they are requested 
to sell it to the highest bidder for the bene- 
fit of the Charity Hospital. Mr. Mouton, of 
the firm, has several hundred acres of rice 
that is now ready to harvest and they will 
be on the market with quite a shipment 
soon. 

Work is progressing very nicely on the 
Planter's rice mill, the foreman expects to 
have the machinery Installed by August 1st. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

(8PBCIAL CORBESPOHDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter' 

The hot wave was brought to a termina- 
tion on the afternoon of the 19th instant 
through the influence of scattered thunder 
showers and high winds. While the show- 
ers which fell on the 19th, 20th and 2lBt were 
of a local nature, and in some places barely 
sufficient to lay the dust, still some benefit 



was derived, and in some places in this par- 
ish the rainfall is reported to have been quite 
heavy and haa brought about good results to 
the crops. The rainfall at Leinster and vi- 
cinity is said to have been ample for all pres- 
ent requirements. The Cottonport neighbor- 
hood is reported to have received good rains 
while in other places the amount diminished 
and in some spots there was so little as to 
bring about no apparent improvement. At 
daybreak on the 22nd the thermometer was 
down to 64 degrees, with the wind from tho 
North, and it was unseasonably cool and not 
favorable for promoting the growth of cane 
and cotton. In regard to the com crop it is 
generally conceded that this section of the 
country will make even less com this year 
than last year, which means a very short 
corn crop indeed. 

It was my good fortune to visit the Blm 
Bayou district of St Landry parish during 
the past week. The farming lands there ar^ 
equal to the best in this part of the state for 
the production of such crops as com, cane 
and cotton. I find that the progressive farm- 
ers there had their crops in a fine state of 
cultivation but the corn was suffering for 
want of rain. In some places where tho 
land was new the growing com was holding 
its color and not apparently suffering to any 
great extent, but in older lands it has quit 
growing. The plots of cane which I noticed 
along the way seemed to be growing under 
the influence of good cultivation. The cot- 
ton crops were well advanced but the farm- 
ers whom I spoke to stated that not only 
their com but also their cotton and other 
crops were needing rain to bring them along. 
Cane is now making a slow growth except in 
spots where tho late rains ¥tere sufficient. 
That on stiff lands seems to be badly parched. 
The rainfall during the past week was heav- 
ier at Sola than at Haasville and Bennetts- 
ville and consequently the cane raisers of the 
last mentioned places are praying for rain. 
The late reports received from the prairie 
districts of the parish are discouraging. The 
com crop there has been ruined and no mat- 
ter how much rain they may now have it will 
not recover except some planted on new 
lands. The cotton crop is in a little better 
shape and the planters are holding out fairly 
well, but cane is needing rain. From what 
I can learn Barbreck and vicinity were 
blessed on the 20th with a nice rain, but not 
quite enough of it to satisfy the wants of the 
cane raisers there. It is said that the cool 
nights and the North winds during the first 
part of this week have damaged the cotton 
crops nearly twenty per cent 

Ebin. 



Rapides. 

(SPECIAL CORBB8PONDBMCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

During the week just ended there have 
been a few local showers. Cheneyvlllo and 
vicinity had a nice refreshing shower last 
Friday and the Lattania section, including 
some points on Red river, had a good rain 



Saturday and there were also some good 
showers on that day in the pine woods. Ex- 
cept for these showers it has continued dry 
with a few days of north wind and bright 
sky, which enabled the sun to put out its 
full force in parching the already dry earth. 
Cane is still holding its color and appears 
healthy, but is making no growth to speak 
of and in this semi-dormant state it is par 
tiently awaiting the arrival of the usual July 
rains. Corn has suffered more than I have 
ever seen it do before; it has been fairly 
parched up. I have just looked at a field 
that is above the average in which there are 
numerous spots where the stalks and leaves 
have dried up above where the ear should 
have come out, the stalk having withered be- 
fore it silked. It must not be understood 
that this extreme condition applies to all of 
the com, for there were a few cuts of early 
varieties which have done well and the re- 
plant in cane stubble has now time to be 
saved, but it is a sad fact that the general 
crop has been cut short from fifty to seventy* 
five per cent Cotton has a beautiful color 
and is developing a good firm well-shaped 
stalky but not a large one. We always make 
a good cotton crop in dry years and it is to 
be hoped that this rule will be followed out 
this season, as there are many places which 
will not make sufficient com for feed and 
they have to buy their feed with the money 
they saved from the cotton crop. Alfalfii 
continues to hold up well and apparently is 
affected very little by the dry weather; with 
characteristic persistence its roots follow up 
the receding moisture. The second cutting 
from spring plant and the third cutting from 
last year's stubble has been housed and these 
cuttings were fully as large as the previous 
ones; moreover the dry weather has pre- 
vented the usual lot of summer weeds from 
growing up and hence the hay is of an extra 
good quality and the dry weather has per- 
mitted it to be perfectly cured. 

Mr. C. 0. Freeman, who has been making 
an extended tour through Porto Rico and 
who recently returned home^ was called very 
suddenly to New York a few days ago on 
business. He is one of our best young busi- 
ness men. Kaudbs. 



St. James— Right Bank. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

(SPSCIAI^ COBBUPONDBlfCa.) 

The much needed and too long defeiTed 
rain came last Thursday and Saturday, 
thereby restoring our depressed spirits and 
almost completely reviving crop prospects 
which had taken a back seat during the 
drought, without mentioning other evils 
which had become pronounced. In fact, 
things in general had reached an alarming 
stage; not only was cane drying up, but It 
had stopped growing and was beginning to 
assume a dwarfish appearance as the season 
advanced. Com had become crippled and 
some of it beyond redemption, as it is con- 
sidered that the rains saved only half of the 
crop. Peas were beginning to look Inslgnlfi- 
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cant, therefore there was no exception to 
the general rule, in enumerating crop dis- 
crepancies. The recent rains were general, 
but at the same time, some places got more 
than others, and where the precipitation 
was scant, more of it is already needed. Lay- 
ing by is the general order of the day and 
where the process had already been accom- 
plished, another lick of the different imple- 
ments used by different planters for that 
purpose is being given. In making com- 
parisons between last year's crop, and this 
it is conceded that the present crop is taller 
than last year's at this season, hence on 
that basis, better results are expected, pro- 
vided the season is propitious. There are 
several very good crops in the parish, among 
which we think Rlchbend, of Mr. J. Vegas, 
deserves special mention; the superior con- 
dition of com and cane thereon is due most- 
ly to several rains, which passed by less 
fortunate places. 

The rice crop struggled against the 
drought surprisingly well, consequently it 
still promises fine results, unless something 
in the elements interferes during harvest- 
ing. Mr. J. Waguespack has recently 
launched a gasoline boat, which transfers 
passengers from the right bank over to 
Lutcher. The undertaking shows enterprise 
and is proving very successful. 

Our parish sustained the loss of two 
prominent persons during the past week. 
Mrs. Alice Freret died at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. J. D. Gaskins, of Pike's Peak 
plantation, last Wednesday night, and Mr. 
A G. Arceneaux, formerly of St. James, 
died the same day at his home in New Or- 
leans. We extend our heartfelt sjrmpathies 
to the bereaved families. 

Mr. J. Mire, manager of Bonsecour plan- 
tation, visited New Orleans during the past 
week. 

Mrs. A. M. Sobral, of Oak Alley planta- 
tion, is on a visit to her son Fred, employed 
on Myrtle Grove plantation. 

Miss A. Faret, a handsome young lady 
from New Orleans, is visiting the Misses 
Sobral. St. James. 



Barat#ria. 

(SPBCIAL COUtBaMHDBNOL) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

The drought was at last broken last 
Thursday, when a heavy and most needed 
precipitation visited our locality with a con- 
tinuance since then of almost daily rains, 
which are giving new life and benefiting the 
crops in a wonderful manner. There is hope 
expressed that with the dry spell now 
broken, the dreaded disease, charbon, 
which has made its appearance among the 
stock on several plantations will cease, for 
with a continuation of stock mortality like 
that experienced for the last two weeks there 
would be few mules left to undertake the 
rice harvesting m August, and an additional 
expense would have to be added to this year's 
account in the purchase of a new supply. 
Crops are considered satisfactory, particu- 



larly so, now that the dread of a visitation 
of salt water has vanished, and the planters 
are accordingly more happy and encouraged 
at the outlook and crop conditions. €k>n- 
trary to earlier predictions labor has be- 
come plentiful in the fleids, the exodus 
seems to be moving from the river to the 
bayou, but just how long they will remain 
is to be seen, for the colored workman is 
disposed to emulate the example of the sun, 
which his spiritual adviser. Uncle Jasper, 
assures him — ''do move. 

Babatabia. 
June 24th, 



St. Mary. 

The real hot weather only got here this 
week, it seems. Beginning with Sunday, we 
have had a succession of "warm numbers," 
which were felt all over the North. 

The cane ana com crops are growing 
splendidly throughout the parish and es- 
pecially those in the rear of town. 

The rice crop on the Chatsworth planta- 
tion is in splendid condition, and promises 
a good yield. This crop was planted, we 
believe, for experimental purposes, and if 
the yield is satisfactory more will be planted 
next season. 

The sugar houses have been engaged for 
the past week in drying out third sugars 
left over from the winter season. 

Nearly every steam plant in this parish 
has adopted the fuel-oil burner, and by the 
end of the year there will probably not be a 
single coal furnace in the parish, outside of 
the saw-mills and swamp boats. The facili- 
ties for oil transportation and consump- 
tion had to be put in in every instance in this 
part of the country, and in view of the very 
recent discovery of oil, the changes have 
been truly marvelous. — Vindicator, News. 



Pall Planting of Cane. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

I have read with great interest the discus- 
sion of this important subject in the Plant- 
er, but I am unable to say that I was wiser 
at the conclusion than at the beginning. 
There can be no fixed rule as a general 
guide, from the fact that so much depends 
on conditions entirely beyond our control. 

For years past I have been in the habit 
of planting from thirty to forty arpents of 
cane in October (which is about the right 
time for this work) and when the cane comes 
up to a good stand and grows off as well as 
spring plant, we have reason to conclude 
that we have done right, but unfortunately 
this result is by no means certain. Some- 
times it is an utter failure, and the choice 
land of the plantation is comparatively bar- 
ren of profit to the planter for two years. 

When the October cane gives a good stand, 
and passes the cold months without serious 
damage, the yield is very good, for the cane 
has had the benefit of a longer season, and 
gives a better yield of sugar. My experience 
has been that you may expect two good crops 
of fall planted cane out of five plantings. 

There are two good reasons in favor of fall 



planted cane: first you can use short jointed 
cane, which you do not care to grind, and 
secondly, this shortens the spring work. In 
which working days often fall short in num- 
ber owing to wet and cold weather. 

As a general rule cane that is carefully 
placed in windrow will keep better than that 
planted in the fall, and give better results. 
With a large crop of plant in prospect, it 
may be well to risk fall planting, if you can 
find time in October, as this is so much work 
done for the future crop, particularly with 
those planters who have been successful here- 
tofore in this line; there is one fact in this 
connection that if the fall planted cane 
reaches the spring months in good condition, 
the yield surpasses that Of cane planted after 
January. 

Since writing the above I have talked with 
some of my neighbors and find that those 
who plant on a large scale favor fall plant- 
ing, while those whose crops of cane do not 
exceed three hundred arpents plant but a 
small portion of their cane in the falL 

I have heard that the bulk of the cane 
crop in St Mary is planted in the fall, and 
from this they must be successful, or they 
would not continue the practice. In this 
parish fall planting to a Umited extent Is 
practised, and probably this is done for rea- 
sons already stated. W. W. Pugh. 



Cattle Pood Prom Sugar Cane In the 
West Indies. 

Experiments have beben made by Mr. 
George Hughes, a director of one of the 
largest sugar estates in the British West 
Indies, which will result in the formation of 
a profitable industry in the manufacture of 
a new cattle food, to which the name "mo- 
lascuit" has been applied. It is a composi- 
tion of molasses and cush-cush of bagasse, 
the finest part of the fiber of sugar cane. 
Fifty per cent of cush-cush is digestible and 
nutritious. The proportions of the composi- 
tion are 80 to 85 per cent of molasses and 15 
to 20 per cent of cush-cush. This composi- 
tion is air dried and may be made by util- 
izing the gases from the factory furnace. 
When ready for the market, it presents the 
appearance of very finely ground oil cake. 
There }8 another preparation in use known as 
'*molasine meal," made from beet sugar 
molasses and a vegetable matter, which sells 
at about $32 per ton and has a very good de- 
mand. Molascuit can be sold at about 20 
per cent less, and can be shipped in bags. 
As a by-product of sugar it might be 
of considerable value to planters, who 
would thus have two ways of disposing 
of molasses — in making rum and molascuit 
The matter has been brought before the 
board of agriculture, with a view of getting 
the preparation officially recognized, so that 
uniformity may be obtained. I have in- 
quired of sugar planters if they could afford 
to use bagasse for this purpose, in prefer- 
ence to utilizing it for fuel, and was told 
that only a very small portion — and that the 
finest part of the fiber — of bagasse was re- 
quired in the preparation, and that it would 
not interfere to any extent with the use of 
bagasse as fuel. They also acknowledged its 
value as a food for cattle and as a new In- 
dustry for the colonies. 

Geo. Sawteb, Consul. 

Antigua, Mav 1» 1^02. 
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Berlin. 

Bebun, June 7, 1902. 
(bpicial cobbupohdbmcb.) 
Editor Louitiana Planter: 

The hot and dry weather reported last 
week has kept on without interruption until 
yesterday when a thunderstorm set in cool- 
ing down the atmosphere In a certain meas- 
ure. In this vicinity, however, the last 
named phenomenon was not accompanied by 
rain whilst in the western and southern dis- 
tricts simultaneously heavy rains came 
down. Those sections of the country are, 
however, not exactly what we 'might call 
beet districts. These are more situated in 
the centre and in the east of Germany and 
there no rains have made their appearance. 
The change of the weather from cold and 
wet to warm and dry has been fervently 
longed for and its setting in has been hear- 
tily welcomed, only the heat ensuing came 
too suddenly and the degrees to which it 
rose -were wncommon for the season and 
even for our climate altogether. While the 
warmth of the first days proved very favor- 
able for the young beets, accelerating their 
growth, the same cannot be said of the last 
few days when the soil was parched and 
hardened and consequently the plants began 
to droop. Therefore rain has become, in 
the principal beet districts, quite neces- 
sary and so it has become in Austria where 
the same meteorological conditions have pre- 
vailed during the week under review. In 
France they had some rain and also in Hol- 
land and Belgium the weather has been of 
a less tropical character than here, and in 
these countries they are fairly satisfied with 
the condition of the crop, the former back- 
wardness having nearly disappeared. In 
Russia the weather has been cool and rainy, 
but on the whole not unfavorable for the 
growing beets. 

The association of tne raw sugar factories, 
at their meeting held in this city on the 
4th inst., have discussed the Brussels con- 
vention, the result being tne passing of a 
resolution to the effect that the majority of 
the assembly think the convention unaccept- 
able, on the ground that England, whilst 
excessively favoring her colonies, does not 
give full satisfaction with regard to her own 
obligation; that further the amount of the 
surtax is causing serious apprehensions and 
that Russia has declined to adhere to the 
convention. But the assembly is unanimous 
in their demand that the consumption tax 
should be reduced to 10 marks (instead of 
20 marks) for 100 kilograms, and that sac- 
charin should be only sold on medical pre- 
scription and kept only in the drug stores. 
These demands are made on the supposi- 
tion of the adoption of the convention. 
Diverging opinions are prevailing with re- 
gard to contingentation. 

A similar resolution was also carried at 
the assembly of the beet sugar association 
of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, which 
met on May 31st at Vienna. But the Aus- 



trian resolution complains also of the treat- 
ment of crystallized sugar by the Indian 
government and it proposes tbat the con- 
vention should be only closed for three years 
instead of five years and that the wording 
of the convention should be revised on ac- 
count of its admitting in many points a 
difterent int^srpretation. 

In France they have also expressed their 
wishes with regard to the convention The 
executive committee of the fYench syndicate 
of sugar manufacturers have at their meet- 
ing recently held resolved to ask of the 
chambers that in case the convention is 
acceded to, the sugar tax should be entirely 
done away with, the exportation to foreign 
countries being much endangered, so that 
the French sugar industry would be able 
to hold its own if the home consumption is 
duly fostered, which was possible only when 
sugar is freed from all taxation. It is known 
however that the new sugar bill which was 
framed by the late French cabinet proposes 
only a reduction of from 64 francs to 40 
francs per lOO kilograms of refined sugar. 

To all these mere hypothetical pronuncia- 
mentos, I can add a piece of quite a matter- 
of-fact news. The committee of the German 
Reichstag entrusted with the preliminary 
consideration of the matter and of the new 
sugar bill have, by 19 against 9 votes, adopt 
ed the findings of the convention with the 
drawback, however, that the convention 
shall be adhered to only in case the sugar 
tax is reduced to 12 marks at present and 
to 10 marks later on. This decision of the 
committee leaves little doubt as to the ulti- 
mate adoption of the convention by the 
Reichstag. 

Experiments have been made latterly in 
France with beets ranking between the su- 
gar and the fodder beet, a variety which 
they call the demi sugar beet, but it has 
been used only for feeding the cattle. The 
result has been that this variety is found 
to need much less fertilizing substance for 
its growth, that It stands more dry weather 
and that its feeding power is much larger 
than that of the fodder beet, properly called 
so. In this respect it was found out that a 
crop of demi sugar beets taken from three 
acres is equivalent to a crop o^ four acres 
of common fodder beets. A week ago I 
wrote you of a new technical process by 
means of which part of the sugar beet was 
destined to become an excellent nourishment 
for animals; the growing of the above vari- 
ety of beets follows the same tendency in the 
agricultural line. 

The markets have experienced this week 
slight fiuctuations, caused by the varying 
reports with regard to the convention and 
some tenders which turned out to be heavier 
than expected, but this influence was partly 
counterbalanced by me effect of the dry and 
hot weather as described above. The prices 
were rather irregular and whilst on foreign 
places a slightly retrograde movement took 
place, the quotations in Germany close a lit- 
tle higher than last week, viz., for actual 



88 per cent sugars at M. 7.15 — 7.48, and for 
June delivery at M. 6.175 f. o. b. Hamburg. 
There has been no change in the position of 
refined. Robebt HEifHiG. 



Havana. 

(SPECIAL CORBB8POMDBMCB.) 

Havana, June 21, 1902. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: 

Sugar Market. — Owing to the quietness 
and weak prices reported from New York, 
the good demand that prevailed last week In 
this market has subsided and as no sale has 
been effected during the present one, prices 
rule altogether nominal at from 1% to 
1 5314 cent per pound, for centrifugals, basis 
96'', of good shipping classes, the bad prevail- 
ing weather also interfering to a certain de- 
gree with business. 

Crop and Weather Reports. — It has con- 
tinned raining with such abundance as ta 
causfe the rivers in the province of Pinar 
del Rio to overflow and inundate all the sur- 
rounding country, without doing thus far, 
much harm; In the other provinces labor was 
forcibly suspended in the fields on account 
of the excess of water, which highly favors 
the new as well as the old cane, whose ap- 
pearance has considerably improved during 
the last few days; the only district in which 
planters seem disposed to proceed to new 
plantings, on a very moderate scale, as soon 
as the fine weather sets in again, is that of 
Cienfuegos. 

Factories Belonging to Americans, — Cen- 
tral factory, "Boston," at Banes, in the pro- 
vince of Santiago de Cuba, had manufac- 
tured on the 31st of May last, 86,000 bags of 
sugar, of which 72,000 had already been ex- 
ported to the United States. This factory be- 
longs, as I previously stated, to the Boston 
FYult Company. 

The new central factory, "San Francisco," 
belonging to an American syndicate imown 
under the name of the San Francisco Sugar 
Company, is located on the southern coast of 
aforesaid province of Santiago de Cuba, be- 
tween Manzanilla and Santa Cruz del Sur» 
and is considered as one of the largest and 
best equipped on the island; the lands be- 
longing to it measure no less than 1^,650 
acres, of which about 5,000 have beeii un- 
wooded and planted with cane, that has al- 
ready attained an extraordinary height, ow- 
ing to the splendid conditions of the soiL- 
The producing capacity of this plantation Is 
reckoned at 1,000 bags of sugar daily, which 
can be easily enhanced to double, as on erect- 
ing the sugar house and setting the machin- 
ery and apparatus, the necessity of soon in- 
creasing its capacity was taken into due ac- 
count. 

The greater part of the machinery is of 
American make, except a few apparatus 
which were ordered from Germany, all of the 
most modern systems that experience has 
shown to be the best for manufacturing bq- 
gar. It took 24 months only to erect this 
magnificent factory that can be fayoralily 
compared with the huge plantation 'XSia* 
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parra^" which is generally acknowledged as 
the largest in Cuba, Its producing capacity 
being calculated at no less than 200,000 bags, 
and which belongs to the Chaparra Sugar 
Company, another American concern. 

The Situation in CuJ>a.—The 1901-02 crop 
is now over and its amount will range be- 
tween 750,000 and 800,000 tons, about 100,000 
or 125,000 more than the previous one; the 
persistent drouth that prevailed during the 
greater part of the winter ahd spring causetl 
the fields to yield about 35 per cent less than 
was expected, since most of the cane planted 
during the spring last year, could not be cut; 
this decrease, together with that of 25 per 
cent in prices, compared with those that 
ruled last year, whose average was also ex- 
ceedingly low, is suflScient to justify the 
cry of anguish that echoes over the whole is- 
land and explains the discouragement of 
planters, on seeing that, despite the gigantic 
efforts of the economical corporations, sup- 
ported by President Roosevelt and the repre- 
sentatives of the American government here, 
no advantage could be obtained in the United 
States in favor of the Cuban products. 

The first result of such abnormal condi 
tions will be that even the planters who have 
manufactured 100,000 bags of sugar will be 
utterly unable to cover the expenses they 
have incurred, and the spreading of bri- 
gandage in the country. 

The only hope left to Cuban producers is 
that the reported reduction in beet plantings 
in Europe, on account of the low ruling 
prices and the Brussels agreement for the 
suppression of bounties, will cause prices to 
advance and improve the terrible situation 
they are laboring under; but as sixteen 
months are to elai>se before said agreement 
commences to produce Its eftects, the ques- 
tion is how many planters in the island will 
be able to exist so long, if they receive no 
assistance from some other source. 

T. D. 



Hawaii. 

Honolulu, Hawah, Juite 8, 1902. 

(SPECIAL COBR»iPOXn>B2CCB.) 

Editor Louisiana Planter: 

A sharp decline in a few of the stocks, 
and the payment of large dividends on 
other stocks, were the principal features of 
tiie sugar situation the past week. There 
is still comparatively little trading on the 
local stock market, and these sales are only 
of the dividend producers. There has been 
a weakening in a number of the stocks. 
Olaa, which was selling for |5 a few weeks 
ago, has dropped to less than half that figure, 
and there are no sales even at $2.25. Olaa 
■plantation Is located near the volcano which 
is now in eruption, but the remote possibil- 
ity that lava may overflow into tne cane, is 
not the cause of the decline, in stock, but 
it is rather the new call for assessments on 
stock. 

There has been a slight weakening also 
in Waialua, but not sufficient to cause any 
comment, and the stock is still eagerly 



sought for. Dividends have been declared 
this month on plantation shares as follows. 
Ewa, one per cent; Pepeekeo, 5 per cent; 
Kahuku, 1 per cent; Oahu, % per cent; 
Onomea, 1 per cent; Olowaiu, ^ per cent; 
Walluku i^ per cent, and Waimaanalo, 2 
per cent. 

The grinding of cane continues at all the 
plantations uninterruptedly and every is- 
land steamer brings in a cargo of the raw 
sugar, which is in turn resnipped to th.3 
coast. 

The case of the Kamaio Sugar Company 
will probably go to the United States Su- 
preme Court. The Su»preme Court of Ha- 
waii has handed down an opinion afiirmlng 
the judgment of the lower court, except 
in the cutting down of the fee allowed to 
counsel from |20,000 to |7,500. In this case 
the promotors of the company during the 
boom times of two years ago, took to them- 
selves 135,000 in cash and stock amounting 
to $126,000 and the courts ordered its re- 
turn to the stockholders, who charged fraud 
on the part of the promoters. The* planta- 
tion is in hard straits and by the time the 
United States Supreme Court passes upon 
the matter, it is not unlikely that there will 
be little left for the stockholders. 

The Japanese laborers who left the plan- 
tations to go to California fruit fields, are 
returning to work. The California company 
offered many inducements for them to leave 
the plantations, and for a time the sugar 
men were feeling pretty blue, as there was 
no chance of securing men to replace the 
Japs. They have established an employ- 
ment agency, now in Honolulu and, with 
the aid of the Japanese consul, are secur- 
ing the return of their men. The Japanese, 
while they are working, are steady enough, 
but they are of a roving disposition, and 
move from plantation to town and back 
again with great regularity. 

The Hawaiian rianters' Association has 
received the handsome bronze medal and 
diploma awarded to them at the Paris Ex- 
position. It is handsomely engraved and 
very appropriate, and is highly prized by 
the planters. 

Reports from Kona plantation still con- 
tinue encouraging. Cane is still being taken 
off, and ground, and altogether 4,500 bags 
have already been marketed. Owing to the 
scarcity of rain there has .oeen insufficient 
water on the upper lands for the fiuming of 
cane down to the main line, but there is 
now every indication of more rain. There 
is no further dissatisfaction among the la^ 
borers, and the cane is being ground as 
rapidly as the mill can take care of it. Some 
improvements are still to be made to In- 
crease its capacity. The fight in court has 
delayed to some extent tne planting of the 
crop for next year, but much work is being 
done on the 1904 crop. The planting of this 
land will begin in a few weeks. 

Spreckelsville plantation on Maul will, 
in a short time, lose a number of its best 
experts, who go to Porto Rico to join W. J. 



Lowrie who has taken the management of a 
plantation there at a salary of |20,000 per 
year. Havemeyer and Searles, the well- 
known millionaires, are at the head of the 
plantation which Lowrie will manage. It 
will comprise 127,000 acres, being located 
near Ponce. Lowrie worked In Hawaii in 
the sugar industry for 27 years, and if any- 
one is qualified to develop the industry in 
Porto Rico it is he. Three mills are to be 
erected by him immediately on his new 
plantation. 

The Maui Sugar Company oi Huelo is to 
have a new manager in j. R. Meyer, former- 
ly of Hamoa plantation. The Maui concern 
came near being swamped by a number of 
unforeseen difficulties. The failure to erect 
the mill on time to take care of the crop 
is responsible for a deterioration in the cane 
now being taken off, so that the yield will 
haroly pay the expenses of marketing the 
crop. Trouble witn the water supply and 
with laborers also added to the danger, and 
for a time there was some thought of aban- 
doning the plantation. With the new man- 
ager, however, the company will be able to 
weather the storm. 

The Kihei plantation has about completed 
grinding for the year. It will market 7,200 
tons. Kjlka, 



Personal. 

Mr. Duncan Bankhardt, of the city of 
Mexico, where he publishes that well-known 
journal El Hacendado Mexicano, dropped in- 
to our office last Monday, on his way home 
from Cincinnati. Mr. Bankhardt is a well- 
informed and extremely courteous gentlo- 
man, and well equipped to act as the expon- 
ent of the great sugar industry of our sister 
Republic. 



Literary Notes. 

Mr. Sidney Low's "Personal Recollections 
of Cecil Rhodes," which is the leading arti- 
cle in The Living Age for June 7, includes 
an interview with the great adventurer, 
shortly after the Jameson raid, which shows 
conclusively that it was not sympathy with 
the "Outlanders" which led Mr. Rhodes to 
conspire against v*ie South African Republic. 
Mr. Rhodes believed that the "Outlanders" 
would be able to redress their own griev- 
ances; but he was anxious so to turn the 
course of events that they would be under 
obligations to England for their relief, and 
so would be deterred from schemes for form- 
ing a South Africa of their own by union 
with the Boers. 

A phase of domestic life with which most 
people are familiar is entertainingly charac- 
terized in an article on "The Breakfast 
Sta«,e of Mind, which The Living Age for 
June 7 reprints from the Spectator, 

A grave but charming study of Puritan 
life is given in the article entitled "A Purl- 
tan*s Wife: a Breviate of the Life of Mrs. 
Margaret Baxter," which The Living Age for 
for June 14 reprints from The London 
Quarterly Review. . . 
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Sugar Beet Notes. 

The sugar factory at Liongmont, Colo., 
which has been spoken of for some three 
years, is now likely to be built and it is 
stated positively that It will be erected in 
time to handle the 1903 beet crop. There is 
no definite information at hand, however, 
as to the exact date at which worK on the 
factory will commence. 

The demand lOr help in the fields in Tus- 
cola county, Mich., is so great that it is said 
the servant girls are leaving ine hotels and 
dwelling houses in large numbers to work 
in the beet fields, which pays them |1 per 
day and their board and lodging. Several 
hundred men and women engaged in other 
occupations have thrown up their jobs anl 
gone to work among the beets 

Mr. W. R. Pudley, who was engaged by th 3 
Chamber of Commerce of Wichita, Kan., to 
superintend a beet raising experiment ip 
that vicinity, has reported that there were 
62 experimental patches planted of which 
fifty-four patches are up. Forty-tnree patch- 
es have a good stand. The reason some of 
the beets did not come up is because they 
were In low ground and there was too much 
wet weather. 

A company was recently organized at Caro. 
Mich., composed of the stockholders of the 
Caro, Bay City and Saginaw beet sugar fac 
tories for the purpose of manufacturing vine- 
gar from beet sugar molasses. A tempor- 
ary organization was effected with a capital 
of $10,000 and Mr. Chas. Montague, of Caro, 
was elected presidenz. 

The sugar industrv seems to be supplant- 
ing the lumber industry in Michigan. In 
Bay City there were 56 saw mills some years 
ago and now there are only 7, but in their 
place beet sugar factories have been erected 
t hat have been bringing a large amount of 
"" " >ealth to the town. 

The McKinnon Manufacturing Company 
has brought a foreclosure suit against th^ 
property of the German-American Co-Operar 
tive Beet Sugar Company, of Michigan. The 
McKinnon Manufacturing Company supplied 
a large amount of material and labor for 
the factory, which was a failure and did 
not work properly. 

The state of Michigan seems to have 
thought about beet sugar a long lime ago. 
In the Detroit Morning Post, of December 
11, 1837, appeared the following advertise 
ment: "Notice on Beet Sugar, Containing 
a Description of the Culture and Preserva- 
tion of the Plant and an Explanation of the 
Process of EiXtracting its Sugar, Preceded by 
a Few Remarks on the Origin and Present 
State of the Indigenous Sugar Manufactur- 
ers of France, for sale by S. S. Rood & Com- 
pany, of 70 Jefferson Avenue." Whether or 
not this book met with a ready sale in 1837 
it is hard to say, but that it should have 
been advertised in a section which sixty- 
five years afterwards became the leading 
beet sugar center of the United States is a 
peculiar coincidence. 

The corner-stone of the beet sugar factory 
at Wiarton, Canada, was laid on June 5th 
with great ceremony and, after the various 
addresses had been delivered, a banquet was 
given. The factory will be actively pushed 
to completion and will be ready to work up 
beets this fall. There are 6,000 acres now 
under cultivation for it. 

Mr. J. J. Cramer, the assistant superin- 
tendent of the Wisconsin Beet Sugar Com- 
pany at Menominee Falls, Wis., has returned 
to the factory to assume again the duties 
which he performed so successfully last sea- 
son. 



There is a report from Valparaiso, Ind., 
that some capitalists from Chicago are go- 
ing to erect a oig beet factory at Shelby, 
Ind. 

Sioux City, la., claims that it will have a 
beet sugar factory very soon, to be in oper- 
ation for the 1903 crop. The comptfny which 
will build it is being formed in New York 
City and H is to cost |350,000. 

A proposition is on foot to consolidate the 
Ogden Sugar Company and the Logan Su- 
gar Company, of Utah, and a meeting of the 
stockholders of these companies haj been 
called for July 3rd to vote on the question. 
These companies are capitalized at |500,000 
each and it is believed that economy in work- 
ing expenses can be brought about by a con- 
solidation and also that there are additional 
advantages to be secured by such a move. 
It is said that if the consolidation is effected 
the new company will then absorb the Ore- 
gon »ugar Company at LaGrande, Oregon. 

Mr. S. O. Burgdorf, a progressive Michi- 
gan farmer is growing no less than 1.000 
acres of beets this year. His immense farm 
is divided into four parts, each under a 
superintendent, and he has employed as 
many as 350 people at one time. 

The Spreckels beet sugar factory at Wat- 
sonville, Cal., will have its slicing capacity 
increased this year to 4.000 tons of beets 
per day. 

The Montana Bxperiment Station has been 
conducting an experiment in feeding pigs to 
bring out the comparative merits of grain 
and sugar beets as i^gainst grain alone. It 
was found that the grain fed hogs required 
5.32 pounds of food to gain one pound in 
weight, while the hogs fed with sugar beets 
made about the same gain on 4.26 pounds of 
food. The grain fed hogs gained 100 pounds 
at a cost of |3.33 while the other hogs gained 
100 pounds at a cost of |2.85. 

A number of Nebraska sugar beet farm- 
ers have moved with their families to the 
vicinity of Boise, Idaho, and will engage in 
sugar beet raising in that locality. 

The American Beet Sugar Company has 
engaged a number of Mexicans^ and in the 
fields around Rocky Ford, Colo., many of 
them will be employed attending to the su- 
gar beets. 

The National Sugar Manufacturing Com- 
pany, of Sugar City, Colo., expects to have 
its full capacity tested this year and will 
manufacture between 12,000,000 and 15,000,- 
000 pounds of sugar. 

There is so much enthusiasm about beet 
raising around Menominee Falls, Wis., that 
nearly every business man in the town has 
rented two or three acres of land in the 
vicinity and gone to work raising beets; 
even the employees in the factory have com- 
bined together and secured land for bee^ 
raising, controlling in this way nearly 100 
acres. 

Indications at present point to a good 
crop of sugar beets in Michigan and the acre- 
age in that state is larger this year than ever 
before. The spring was wet and some of 
the beets planted on low ground were ruined 
but those on good, high land are in splendid 
shape. The labor question has been handled 
better this year than previously and con- 
siderable outside labor has been brought in 
by the railroad and the towns and cities 
ha\e been heavily drawn on. 

Mr. P. S. Towar, of the Lansing Sugat 
C6mpany, at Lansing, Mich., says that the 
prospect is bright for a good crop for nis 
company this year, and a large acreage has 
been secured which is being successfully 
and intelligently cultivated. The manage- 
ment of the factory has injected a large 
amount of system in the beet fields tributary 
to their plant and good results are being 
man.iested. 



Beet Sugar Cultivatioa in OoUiio. 

The Ontario Department of Agricultore 
has arranged for extensive experiments in 
sugar beet raising this season. These will 
be conducted at St Catharines, Brussels and 
Markham, and perhaps at Renfrew, Orange- 
vllle and Guelph as well. About thirty farm- 
ers will raise beete at each point This is 
the third successive year of sugar beet ex- 
periments in Ontario. The results have been 
very satisfactory, and an eitort is being made 
to ascertain if the soil is generally adapted 
for beet raising. 

It is reported that Ontario Beet Sugar 
Company, with headquaters at Berlin, is tak- 
ing an original way of securing acreage. 
The company is working in North Dum- 
fries, particularly in the Dickie settlement 
The farmers prepare the ground for the 
seed, but the company does the planting and 
all the rest of the work, including the thin- 
ning, cultivating, lifting, etc. For the use 
of the land |10 an acre is paid. A good many 
contracts have been made; in some cases, 
for two or three years. 

B. N. QuvBAXJUB, ConsuL 

Toronto, May 1, 1902. 



Sugar and Rice Patents. 

Reported especially for the Louisiana 
Planteb by Wilkinson & Fisher, attomeya- 
at-law and solicitors of patents, Atlantic 
building, Washington, D. C. 

Patent No. 702,813, granted June 17, 1902* 
to Charles H. McNally, of Waipahu, Ter- 
ritory of Hawaii, lOr sugar cane conveyor. 

Patent No. 702,441, granted June 17, 1902, 
to Perley L. Kimball, of Bellows Falhi, Vt, 
for centrifugal separator. 

Patent No. 702,795, granted June 17, 1902, 
to Isaac v. Holmes, of Chicago, Illinois, for 
centrifugal separator. 



PersonaL 



Mr. A. R. Munson of Assumption parisU 
was in New Orleans during the past week, 
and made his headquarters at the Hotel 
Qrunewald. 

Messrs. O. C. Daiq>lt and A. C. Daapit, both 
of Terrebonne parish, were Wednesday ar- 
rivals at the Grunewald hotel. 

Mr. J. B. Babington, who has charge of the 
extensive field operations of the United Rail- 
way a Trading Company, Limited, on the 
lower coast, came up to the city on one of his 
customary visits during the past week and 
made his headquarters at the Hotel Qrune- 
wald. 

Col. Geo. G. Zenor, the veteran St. Mary 
parish sugar planter, was registered at the 
Commercial hotel on Wednesday. 

Mr. Louis Kramer, who possesses extensive 
sugar planting interests in St Mary parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. Kramer is one of the leading men finan- 
cially of St Mary parish and is a sugar 
planter of long experience. 

Mr. Roselius Perez, a leading cane grower 
of the low^r coast, whose place at Jesuits 
Bend is a model one, came up to New Or- 
leans during the past week, accompanied by 
several members of his family, and took 
apartments at the Cosmopolitan hotel. 



Digitized by 



Google^ 



..211 



June 28, 1902.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFAOTUBEB. 



419 



Stray Qlimpses of the History of the 
Cuban Sugar Industry. 

BY SAN17AG0 DOD. 
V. 

A retrospect of the BUgar Industry in gen- 
eral, up to this epoch, will throw some light 
upon what subsequently took place in Cuba. 
Sugar production which had existed in Bu- 
rope since some time in the ninth century, 
and had been extended by the Moors to all 
the southern part of the Spanish peninsula 
in the eleventh, would naturally after the 
discovery of America, find its way to the 
more propitious climate of the West Indies. 
The Dutch, who had become familiar with 
it through their enterprising trade with the 
East, seem to have been the first to intro- 
duce it on a commercial scale in the An- 
tilles, after their expulsion from Brazil by 
the Portugese, about the year 1655. Never 
theless, it appears to have been manufac- 
tured to some extent in the island of Barba- 
dos as early as 1643, and also in Jamaica in 
1664, six years after the English got posses- 
sion of that island. It is true that sugar had 
been imperfectly manufactured on a small 
scale and only for local consumption in Cu- 
ba, at least as early as 1532, and in the older 
settled districts probably before the end of 
the sixteenth century, but as the island was 
entirely shut cut from all legal intercourse 
with foreign nations^ and as even after the 
conquest of the Moors, it is to be supposed 
that the plantations they left continued to 
produce enough for Spain's limited demand. 
There was no incentive for extending and 
perfecting her primitive factories in Amer- 
ica. 

A keen rivalry was in time established 
between the British colonies, the French 
in Santo Domingo and the Portuguese in 
Brazil, for the world's sugar trade, from 
which Cuba was long excluded. Only near 
the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
when the Portuguese product became too 
dear to compete, and the French estates were 
ruined by civil disturbances and the English 
had control of nearly the whole tra4e, su- 
gar having risen in London to 9 pence per 
pound, did the Cuban industry aided simul- 
taneously by more liberal concessions from 
Spain, begin that rapid increment that dis- 
tinguished it, with short interruptions, until 
the sugar crisis which preceded and made 
possible the general uprising which led to 
the intervention of the United States and 
Cuban independence. 

At the commencement of the eighteenth 
century, secondary only to the commercial 
restrictions as a deterring influence, was the 
scarcity of field laborers. The aborigines 
Who, even under wiser and more humane 
treatment, would have proved inefficient for 
sustained heavy tasks, had generally found 
refuge in the grave or the woods, and all 
idea of utilizing the scanty remnant in the 
arduous tasks of sugar-making, seems to 
have been practically abandoned. The clam- 
or ever increasing since the year 1500 for 
the introduction, more and more, of Afri- 



cans, who had prdved to be the only race, 
capable both physically and mentally, of 
enduring the treatment and labor they were 
subjected to, led finally to the contract with 
the South Sea Company, made in the names 
of Queen Anne and Philip V, in the year 
1713, as one of the consequences of the war 
of Succession. They were conceded the ex- 
clusive right during thirty years to intro 
duce into Spanish America 144,000 slaves of 
both sexes, and all ages, at the rate of 4,800 
yearly-— an arrangement that, in spite of in- 
tervening hostilities, endured until October, 
1750. 

Some data in relation to this traffic will 
not be devoid of interest in this place. With 
so much of honor as it may imply for those 
engaged in the general slave trade (prin- 
cipally English and Americans) up to the 
time of the ending of this contract, it ap- 
pears to have been conducted, with as much 
fair dealing as any other commerce with un- 
civilized countries, notwithstanding the long 
delay in completing cargoes it occasioned in 
sickly African ports. Nevertheless, the 170 
ships engaged in tne traffic at this time were 
able to transport about twenty thousand 
yearly. About 105 years before this the first 
trip of an American slave trader appears to 
have been made. In 1740, however, Newport, 
R. I., had 120 vessels engaged, that were fit- 
ted for from 60 to 100 slaves each. Liver- 
pool beginning ten years before, had within 
two years no less than 80 large ships, capa- 
ble of transporting 200 each. In 1746 one 
ship took no less than 343 slaves at one 
voyage. Three years after the ending of 
the South Sea Company's contract, one car- 
go was sold for |175 each, but about the 
year 1775, the average price was £70, doub- 
ling in 25 years. Somewhere about the end 
of the century, a jcargo of 390 slaves left a 
clear profit of $120,000. In 1786, the aver- 
age cost of landing a slave in the West In- 
dies was about |135. 

In 1751 there began to be less honesty in 
the acquisition of this human merchandise 
on the coast of Africa, and many slavers, in 
order to fill up their complement quickly, re- 
sorted to kidnapping. As the demand in- 
creased, raiding in the interior, which was 
the only means of supplying it, also began 
and whole villages were burned and as many 
perhaps of the inhabitants killed as were 
captured. In the course of time, the first 
cost to the slavers fell as low as |12 each for 
women and boys, and |20 for the younger 
and stronger men. Going back now to what 
had meantime been occurring in Cuba^ we 
find that the Royal Havana Company had 
been established in 1710, to purchase and ex- 
port sugar, tobacco and other colonial pro- 
ducts, being also authorized to introduce 
slaves. 

At about this time encouragement was 
given to the cultivation of tobacco, at least 
in the vicinity of the capital, and most of 
the suitable land in the vicinity was devoted 
to this crop, which had extended to the 
Vuelta Abajo district that has ever since 



preserved its fame, and eastward as well to 
the town of Bejucal. In the year 1716 the 
crops yielded millions of pounds, and the 
government, ever ready to seize upon any 
new source of revenue, monopolized it by 
creating the Elstanco. Foreseeing this, per- 
haps, the previous year sugar land was 
again in demand, and a great number of 
tracts were ceded for plantations, but the 
monopolization of tobacco gave rise to an 
event that probably retarded somewhat (at 
least in the Havana province) the execution 
of these new projects. The "Vegueros" or 
tobacco planters of Bejucal rose in arms 
against this new despotic decree when the 
commission arrived to establish there the 
first government cigar factory. The people 
in general sympathized with the revolt and 
the capital, notwithstanding its walls, for- 
tresses and garrison, o];>ened its gates to 
them after a very slight resistance, appar- 
ently, by the latter. The Oovemor Oeneral 
and the Estanco commissioners were incar- 
cerated in the La Fuerza fort (still in ex- 
istence) and finally put aboard a' schooner 
and sent to Spain. 

This seems to have been the first blow 
struck in Cuba for liberty by the white race» 
and to the honor of the early colonists be 
it said, the revolution was carried out un- 
stained by any excesses or abuses, but ended 
as all subsequent ones have, except the last 
(thanks to the United States) in failure, 
blood and ignominious death of leaders. Two 
years after, when a new Governor arrived, 
twelve prisoners captured in an encounter, 
were hanged before he entered Havana. 

Planting of coifee upon a small scale was 
extending at this time, but had not yet be- 
come an industry apart In the year 1717 
sugar production was encouraged somewhat 
by the reduction of export duties, and there 
was another evidence of progress in the 
bringing to Havana of the first printing 
press by a Frenchman, Charles Havre^ in 
the year 1724. iwo years later permission 
was conceded to bring supplies from foreign 
ports in extreme cases. This was undoubted- 
ly due to the fact that the Crown had become 
more or less convinced at last, that a people 
who cannot obtain what is absolutely neces- 
sary to their existence by fair means will do 
so by foul, for at this time smuggling, which 
was made inevitable by senseless, arbitrary 
commercial restrictions, had reached a scan- 
dalous height 

The year 1728 gave a new competitor to 
the sugar industry, by the introduction of 
sugar cane to another West Indian island — 
Martinique. The Spanish crown seems to 
have been ever on the alert for evidences 
of any new prosperity in its dominions, to 
get more than its full share of its results by 
inventing some new tax, and had five years 
before named the first "Alfarife," or tithes 
appraiser, in Cuba, and a tenth part of all 
products of the soil was being collected at 
an over valuation that sometimes doubled 
the legitimate share. The chief object of 
this functionary — who was the precursor of 
the detested tithe farmer, who was at a Ur 
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ter date, the "bete noir" of the Cuban agri- 
culturist until the middle of the nineteenth 
century, waa apparently to avail himself of 
every pretext to increase the valuation of all 
crops to an extortionate amount He seems 
to have done his work most thoroughly, and 
was perhaps the one really efficient function 
ary of the Crown, in Cuba. 

A stray note in the municipal annals of 
Puerto Principe (more commonly called 
Camaguey, its old Indian name) tells us, 
that in 1729 there were no less than sixty 
sugar plantations in that district This item 
is of considerable importance, as the exist- 
ance of so large a number at that time, is 
conclusive evidence that they all belonged 
to the first stage, or horse-mill type. We 
have another item from a similar source 
which confirms this. In the year 1740, the 
whole sugar production of the island did, 
not reach 100,000 "arrobas" (of 25 pounds) 
or 2,500,000 pounds, and that no one fac 
tory made more than 5,000 "hormas" or 
moulds, which were of the old earthenware 
kind, and gave loaves of small weight Aa 
twenty years later the whole population 
was estimated at only 130,000, this would 
give less than twenty pounds per capita at 
that date. 

The first real coffee plantation in Cuba 
w^s commenced at Wajay, in the year 1748. 
by Jose Gelabert. This new industry de- 
serves more than a passing notice here, 
inasmuch as its rapid development— which 
was. mainly due to the fact that the me- 
chanical appliances requisite were so sim- 
ple that any well directed carpenter could 
supply them by the primitive means at hand 
— absorbed almost completely for a consider- 
able period the best agricultural energies of 
the time, and thereby retarded the develop- 
ment of the sugar industry, having reached 
in 1830 an output ot nearly 100,000,000 
pounds. These plantations became later — 
probably through the superior intelligence 
and taste of the colonists who immigrated 
from the French islands — the mpst beautiful 
industrial estates, perhaps, that the world 
has known. They were in many cases more 
like gardens than plantations devoted to the 
prosaic pursuit of pecuniary gain. Their 
wealthy owners often made them their 
homes, and took intense pride in beautify- 
ing and perfecting them. Many of them 
were very extensive and one at least, in the 
vicinity of Batabano, required four hundred 
slaves to sustain it They were all (at least 
in the central provinces) located on the 
level, rich red Cuban land (which for gen- 
eral purposes is practically perfect, except in 
the complete absence of springs and brooks) 
although the climate of the mountainous 
sections would have been better suited to 
the crop. Their cultivation, apart from the 
defect of being done entirely by hand, was 
truly admirable. 

The best were usually laid out with great 
symmetry, even the land they occupied often 
being perfectly square, and were enclosed, 
where possible, by neatly built dry stone 
walls. Two broad avenues crossed the es- 



tate from north to south and east to west 
intersecting each other in the centre, where 
the "batey" or square for the buildings was 
located. 

These avenues were lined on either Bide 
by rows of equally spaced ''royar' palm 
trees, forming great natural collonades 
(thirty or forty feet in height, and not in- 
frequently from a quarter to nearly half a 
mile in length) with waving capitals of the 
dark green plume-shaped leaves which dis- 
tinguish this noble tree. In the spaces be- 
tween the palms, all kinds of tropical fruit 
trees with their varying foliage were plant- 
ed, and on either side of these, close, con- 
tinuous strips of guinea grass, whose slen- 
der, graceful blades marked like a long, 
green cord the borders. So scrupulously 
clean were these places kept, that these rows 
furnished all the forage, and, excepting the 
bermuda grass of the lawns about the build- 
ings, not a blade or weed was to be seen 
elsewhere — nothing but the bright red soil. 
When after a tropical shower the moist, 
symmetrical, shaft-like trunks of the palms 
refiected the sheen of the setting sun, they 
resembled columns of burnished silver, and 
were beautiful in the extreme. 

The coffee trees were kept pruned to a 
convenient height for picking the berries, 
and formed dark green hedge-like rows> that 
when in all the glory of a full bloom, were 
adorned with beautiful white blossoms 
which also covered the ground beneath, with 
a mantle as white as snow, and saturated 
the whole atmosphere with a Jasmin-like 
fragrance. In one of those clei^r, cool, radi- 
ant Cuban nights, when the moon is at the 
full — all nature languidly sighing to the 
soft and perfumed breeze — the tall and state- 
ly palms, the no less graceful plantain wav- 
ing dreamily its banner-like leaves to the 
slothful cadences of the scented air, the dark 
foliage of the coffee tree, bedecked in strong 
contrast with its pure silvery flowers, and 
the white shrouded earth below — all clothed 
in the royal splendor of glistening dew-drops 
that like diamonds, reflect the soft reful 
gence of the moon, floating with majestic 
serenity in a cloudless tropical sky — ^present 
altogether, despite its prosaic symmetry, one 
of those enchanting scenes, whose inefface- 
able remembrance is a Joy forever. A 
stranger to the tropics contemplating this 
beautiful sight for the first time might well 
have believed that if there were ever a 
paradise on earth it was one of these es- 
tates. 

The plantations were all divided into regu- 
lar squares, lined by fruit trees and nar- 
rower borders of grass, and between the 
rows of coffee, plantain or banana trees 
were alternated, to give them a partial 
shade. The product of the latter furnished 
in superabundance one of the principal 
article of food for the slaves and at that 
jtlme generally in Cuba it took the place 
of bread. Where practicable the surplus 
was sold to neighboring towns and sugar 
estates, but in some sections the abundance 
was such that not to have the fruit litter- 
ing the scrupulously clean ground, it was 
placed upon the stone fences at the road- 
side for passers by to take as much as Uiey 
chose. 

The processes on these plantations were 
in their extreme simplicity, the very reverse 
of those for sugar making and well fitted to 
the conditions of those primitive times. 
The drying of the berries was effected upon 
masonry floors, slightly inclined to shed the 
rain, and the borders slightly raised. To 
avoid the dews at hight and showers by day, 
the berries were raked into piles and cov- 
ered by small pitched roofs on hand bar- 
rows. The hulling was done in a deep, nar- 
row, circular trough, with sloping sides, 
made of heavy segments of hard wood. In 



this a very heavy, solid, spokeless wheel 
traveled upon the bed of dried berries in 
the bottom of the trough and was held in 
place by a long wooden axle, upon which it 
rotated grating upon an iron pin fixed in 
the centre of the circle and passing through 
one end of the axle, the yoke of oxen that 
propelled it being attached to the other. 
This simple contrivance separated the hulls 
from the grain and reduced them to a 
powder which by attrition polished it The 
mass was then winnowed, and the coffee 
packed for shipment. 

The dwelling houses on these estates were 
large, roomy and as good as the artisans 
of that day were capable of making. They 
were of but one story and raised two or 
three feet from the ground. The roofs were 
of tile and the floors of "hormegon" or plas- 
ter, stained a dark red and rubbed down with 
smooth stones unul polished and hard as 
marble. The woodwork was all, even to the 
rafters, of Spanish cedar, and more or less 
carved, as for greater coolness, there were 
no ceilings. These dwellings were often so 
placed that one standing in the middle of 
the large hall or parlor, occupied the exact 
centre of the land, the two long collonades 
of palm trees in the avenues which formed 
the two entrances of the estate presenting 
a beautiful vista on either hand throus^ 
which all visitors approaching could be seen 
as soon as they left the highway. One of 
the peculiarities of these residences was the 
way in which they were lighted at night 
Strange as it may seem, until about the 
middle of the XIX century, lamps were prac- 
tically unknown in the island of Cuba. 
Houses were lighted exclusively by candles. 
From an ornamented centre piece attached 
to a cross beam, what was called a "bomba" 
was hung, and in this a single candle of the 
ancient kind that required constant snuffing 
was hung. These "bombas" were glass cy- 
linders about a foot in diameter with a 
hemispherical bottom, omamentfiMl by a 
brass ring through which the candle on its 
holder entered and was attached by a catdi 
closing the opening. The curved top rested 
in another larger brass ring with three pro- 
jections to which three omam^ital brass 
chains were secured. These "bombas" were 
often of cut glass, and were thought to be 
very grand. In large rooms this central 
light was supplemented by four other can- 
dles on tables in the comers, placed in tall 
silver candlesticks. To protect them from 
the wind, each was provided with a "guarda 
brisa" or wind guard. These were tall bar- 
rel-shaped cylinders of glass, about two feet 
high, which rested upon the table^ with the 
candle in the centre. 

The out buildings were of masonry like 
the dwelling house, with tiled roofs, and 
were kept clean and bright by frequent 
scrubbings and white-washings. 

To the credit of these "emigres" be it 
said their slaves were well cared for, and 
not usually overtasked as they were on the 
sugar estates, and they were taught to be 
urbane, neat and orderly. These French 
colonists had a special aptitude for teach- 
ing and caring for these poor Africans and 
gave them a greater air of cleanliness, 
suavity and refinement. So notable was 
this that when sold to sugar estates, they 
could be readily distinguished from the rest 
of the gang — the women especially, among 
other things, by the graceful and pictur- 
esque way they wore the large bright colored 
handkerchiefs with which they were always 
taught to cover their heads. 

In their palmy days, when coffee sold* for 
20 cents or more a pound, the hospitality 
of these planters knew no bounds, and all 
guests, even strangers, were at all times' 
heartily welcomed. In some districts there 
was an almost constant round of ball» and 
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banquets among the neighbors when the 
season permitted visiting, for which they 
were well provided with silver mounted 
"quitrines" (that peculiar Cuban carriage 
which is also fast becoming a thing of the 
past) and innumerable saddle horses of the 
best that could be found, with their silver 
mounted saddles and bridles. Qay caval- 
cades were met, morning, evening and moon- 
light nights, dashing along the roads in pur- 
suit of some new pleasure — welcomed and 
detained wherever caprice led them. 

Too high in the social scale for the petty 
despotism of Spain's officials to reach them, 
gay, kindly, courteous and ever ready to be 
amused, these old families seemed to live 
without a care, when the competition of 
Brazil, somewhere about the beginning of the 
XIX century, commenced lowering the price 
of their product, until it finally fell to 8 
cents per pound, to their ultimate and ir- 
retrievable ruin. Many in yearly expecta- 
tion of a better market, continued their ac- 
customed prodigality until their slaves were 
sold to pay the factors; others economized, 
waiting for a change that never came, to 
die in poverty at the end, while the more 
far-seeing turned their estates into sugar 
plantations while they still possessed the 
means and in time to save themselves from 
the general wreck. The owner of the large 
estate near Batabano, died selling lottery 
tickets about the streets of Havana^ to those 
who in better times had enjoyed his un- 
bounded hospitality. Scant rows of old and 
dilapidated palms in some out of the way 
burnt and deserted plantation are now the 
only remaining vestige of these beautiful 
estates, around which so many memories of 
happier days were still clinging thirty or 
forty years ago. They were the natural 
outcome of a combination of conditions 
that it is safe to say can never be repeated, 
and their like will never be seen again. 
{To he continued,) 



Trinidad. B. W. 1. 

Since our last the rainy season has set in 
apparently in earnest; the proverbial **24th 
oi May" being as rainy a day as any planter 
couid have wisned for. And on several days 
since then we have had thunder storms, 
high winds and heavy falls of rain. The 
heat, however, continues very oppressive; 
and in the opinion of not a lew people, an 
opinion which is perhaps noc without some 
foundation in reason — the recent and still 
proceeding eruptions in St Vincent and 
Martinique, are partly responsible for this. 

The weather in Naparima during the past 
two weeks has been much the same for some 
time past — variable. Frequent showers have 
fallen serving to temper the heat, which at 
times, becomes almost unbearable. The 
rainy weather ^s now upon us and it is pre- 
dicted it will be a long and heavy one. Wet 
weather at the present season is most de- 
sirable for the cocoa crop which now re- 
quires dampness in order to develop the 
bean. 

On the whole tne weather during the first 
part of the year has been everything that 
could be desired by agriculturists and 
others. 

The sugar campaign is almost concluded, 
most of the factories having made good re- 
cord crops. Good crystals have been turned 
out all around, tnis year. Reform leading 
the way in this respect with Palmiste, Mal- 



gretout and others following. Bronte has 
been unable to cope with the other factories 
in this respect, and a rather poor crystal 
has been turned out 

The plantations have shown -very fair re- 
turns of juice per ton of cane and canes 
per acre of cultivation. The highest ex- 
traction of sugar has been obtained from the 
cane at Reform and this is rather remark- 
able considering that this result has been ob- 
tained with a single boiling while in double 
boiling other factories seems from all we 
can gather to be somewhere between 16 per 
cent to 17 per cent of sugar from the juice. 
One factory extracts as high as 19 per cent 
in a single boiling and another in the same 
aistrict as low as 13 per cent in a double 
boiling. Taking it as an average the yield 
of sugar from the canes has been about one 
ton of crystals to every 13 tons of canes 
ground. On none of the plantations have we 
neartt of the maximum of 14 tons being 
reached. 

The price paid by the factories for farm- 
er's canes has been from 6s to 7s, 6d and 8s. 
The highest price was paid at "Palmiste" 
and in that district the whole of the farmer's 
canes was taken. The farmers are well sat- 
isfied with their treatment at the hand of 
i.*r. de Verteuil and are loud in their praises 
of him. 

On some other plantations the farmers suf- 
fer much inconvenience from their supply 
being too great for the daily demand of the 
factory, thus causing their canes to lie in the 
yard rotting. Many cane farmers have aban- 
doned the cultivation of canes and have 
iumed their attention to vegetables.— Por( 
of 8pain Gazette, June 5. 



Patents Relating to Sugar. 

Reported for the Louisuna Plantbk by Byrnes A 

Townsend, Patent Lawyers, National Union Bldg. 

Washington, D. C. 

It is interesting to note the number of re- 
cent patents which have originated in the 
Territory of Hawaii, and which relate to the 
handling of the sugar cane outside of the 
factory and even in the field; it would seem 
that the heavy tonnage of the island planta 
tions warrants the employment of compli- 
cated and expensive aevices for transferring 
the cane from the field to the cars. The lat- 
est machine of this character, covered by a 
patent issued June 17th to Charles H. Mc- 
Nally, of Waipahu, Oahu, Hawaii, No. 702. 
813, is a self-propelled vehicle, designed to 
move parallel to the track, and bearing a belt 
conveyor and an elevator for the cane: in 
other words, it is a movable carriage onto 
which the cane is delivered and which deliv- 
ers it in turn to the cars. 

The loader comprises a rectangular frame 
of vast size, mounted upon two broad ground- 
wheels or rolls and two smaller front or 
guide wheels. This frame carries a central 
boiler and two independent engines; the en 
gines flank the boiler on either side and are 
geared, with suitable intervening clutches, 
one to each driving wheel. The result ac- 
complished by employing separate engines 



for the drive wheels is to permit the carriage 
as a whole to be swung upon either wheel as 
a pivot, thus reducing what may be consid- 
ered its "tactical diameter." 

A carrier of ordinary form is mounted 
across the front of the carriage, moving 
transversely to the direction of movement of 
the carriage. This carrier delivers cane to 
an adjustable band conveyor which projects 
over the tops of the cars and deliv^^rs tha 
cane to them. In the arrangement described 
the carrier is driven by one of the above 
mentioned engines and the conveyor by the 
other. 

The details *ot this somewhat cumbersome 
harvesting engine appear to have been 
worked out with considerable care. 



.Trade Notes. 

Jarhoe's Paints — Elsewhere in the Planter 
appears the advertisement of Jarboe's special 
prepared Diamond Enamel and Everlasting 
paint which is now being manufactured by 
the F. W. Devoe & C. T. Raynolds Company, 
of New York. This paint is especially pre- 
pared for the use of sugar planters and su- 
gar refiners and is designed for the protec- 
tion of iron tanks, clarifiers, cast iron vacu- 
um pans, sugar wagons and other vessels, 
preventing all corrosion in them. Their Dia- 
mond Enamel and Acid Proof Paint will 
stand the test of boiling' sugars or hot li- 
quids and will preserve the vacuum pans 
for years preventing their destruction and 
injury. Their everlasting enamel paint is 
mostly used for coating the inside of tanks 
and clarifiers. It is strictly heat and syrup 
proof, but is not as good for clarifiers as 
the regular Diamond Enamel. Their sugar 
cooling enamel paint, cream color, is used 
mostly for the inside of sugar wagons, and 
is also a very good article for the clarifiers, 
being a light color, and heat resisting. All 
these paints have been on the market for 
years and many of our readers here in Lou< 
isiana as well as many in Cuba have been 
using them for a long time. Prices have 
now been reduced and all interested should 
address the F. W. Devoe & C. T. Raynolds 
Company, Fulton and William Streets, New 
York. 



John TurVs Sons. — "If you haven't got 
what you want, ask Turl for it," is a piece of 
advice that might well be given to sugar 
planters everywhere. John Turl's Sons, of 
534 West 28th street. New York, established 
in 1845, handle such a variety of sugar-mak- 
ing apparatus and plantation equipment that 
it would be hard to find a want in connection 
with a sugar-making plant that they are not 
prepared to fill. Among their specialties are 
sugar cars, tanks, mining cars, portable rail- 
ways, curves and switches, as well as forged 
and galvanized work of all kinds, but while 
they make a specialty of these things they 
also manufacture and handle practically ev- 
erything connected with sugar-house and 
plantation equipment, and will be glad to 
submit prices on request to any of our read- 
ers. 
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Java, No. 15 D. S. 
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NEW ORLEANS REFINED. 
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Powdered 
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Steady. 



STOCKS. 

At four ports in the United States to June 18. 
At four ports of Great Britain to June 14 — 
At Cuba, six ports to June 17 



.Tons 



119,590 
206,060 
* 434,000 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans for the week ending 
June a7, 1903. 
' Sugar ' Molasses 

Hhds. Barrels. Barrels 

Bteoeired — 10,129 3,009 

Sold — 10,129 3,009 



Receipts and sales at New Orleans from September i, i90i» 
to June 37, 190a, 

Reeeired 3346 1,761,448 314,218 

Sold 3346 1,705,061 -814,218 

Reeeired same time ia«4yMtf 5628 1,371,878 187,091 
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RICE. 

ROUGH, per bbl. 

Jap«in 

Hocduras ... 

CLEAN, per lb. 
Japan. 

Head 

Straights . . . 
Screenings.. 
No. 2 



Honduras. 

Head 

Straighu . . 
Screenings. 
No. 2 



Bran, per ton.... 
Polish, per ton... 



Jane 21. 



2 25<3d00 
2 25^3 65 
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3 @\^ 
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22 50@23 00 
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June S6. 



June 20. 



Jane 27. 



2 21 
221 



8>< 

I" 



17 5( 
22 5( 



Received 
Sold 



Receipts and tales «t New Orleens fer the week endlag 
Joe 37 . ip^a. 

Backs Rough. Pcts Clsam 

620 15,576 

299 2,335 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market showed some ac- 
tivity at the end of the week, all offerings 
being readily absorbed. The receipts from 
plantations were on a moderate scale. 



Molasses. 



Molasses was dull at the end of the week 
with all offerings taken up and prices were 
unchanged. 



Rice. 

Both rough and clean rice were dull at the 
en4 of the week and no business was re- 
ported in rough rice. There is a fair de- 
mand for clean rice but the supply is so re- 
stricted that little business was done. Pricea 
were unchanged. 



An Opportunity. 

We desire to direct the attention of all our 
readers to the announcement made by S. W. 
Clark ft Sons, of New Orleans, in another 
part of this issue. These gentlemen say that 
if you will cut out their advertisement in 
this Journal and send it to them with |5.25 
they will send a barrel of their very highest 
grade Champion flour and will put in the 
barrel free of charge two packages of Aunt 
Sukey's dry yeast cakes, or they will send a 
half barrel of Champion flour for |2.75 with 
one package of these yeast cakes free of 
charge. To get this, however, you must cut 
out the advertisement and mail it In your 
letter. Address S. W. Clark ft Sons, New 
Orleans, La. 



Sugar in London. 

'ihe raw market remaining in a dull con- 
dition, and with very little speculation 
going on, quotations ebb and flow without 
much impression either way. The opposi- 
tion of the German Agrarian party to the 



Brussels Convention 
but an arrangement 
on most of the ^mp^ 
and the ultimate rat 
may lead to some im 
ent deadly dull state ( 
is little comfort to b€ 
of the statistical poe 
mains that the hole 
tance of holders are 
though the process of 
be an extremely slow 
a reaction is inevi 
markets continue flm 
not seem anxious to a 
ments in either beet 
actual stocks are real 
represent a month's s 
Cuba points to an ea 
ing of the present cr< 
exports, the question 
become of less impo 
quantity still remain 
this country there Ie 
tion to take advanta 
prices of reflning su£ 
are still dull of saie, p; 
ness of holders. The 
raws to Liondon for 
inst amounted to 3,i 
year to 31,532 tons \ 
1901.— P. M. Review, , 



Trado 

Haubtman d Loeh C 
ery supply house, whii 
flve or six years ago 
Haubtman and Mr. 
been guided througho 
such excellent busine 
uniformly carried oi 
such strict attention 
it could scarcely hav< 
meet with its preseni 
Since Mr. Haubtman 
agement of the conce 
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WANTS. 



We wlU paMlfh In this oolanui. Itm of cluvg* 
tartlMr Dotlos, Um n^pHc rtl oaj of oU ommmimv, 
Mor«. ongl—ori and sngwoMkon. and others who 
wmy bo Mokiiif poolttont la tho ooantry. and also tho 
wests of plairters deelHns to oiMoy say ^ those. 



WANTED — Position for the coming seflson by 
a first-class sugar boiler with long experience In 
cane and beet sug^ar ; highest references. Cuablrs 
HUBEB, 157 Evergreen Avenue, Brooklyn. N. Y. 

6-28-02 

WANTED — Position as chief engineer In a su 
gar factory In Louisiana. Can furnish all neces 
sary references. Address J. B. F., Box 2, White 
castle, La. 6-21-02 

WANTED — Position as sugar maker for com- 
ing grinding. Have had 30 years experience. Can 
furnish best references. Address J. W. Car- 
MoiiCHE, Bayou Goula, La. 6-25-02 



WANTED — Situation as cane weigher, time 
keeper, watchman, or In any capacity where he 
can be useful, by a married man (wife and 17- 
year-old son) with a view to permanent situation 
on sugar plantation ; desires to sell out his homo 
in North Louisiana on account of erratic seasons. 
References as to ability, etc. Gkobqb H. Draper. 
Longstreet P. O., La. 6-25-02 



WANTED — A position as superintendent or su 
gar maker for Louisiana by a man of wide ex- 
perience in Mexico and Louisiana. Best of refer- 
ences given. Address Monon, care Louisiana 
Planter. 6-25-02 



WANTED — ^Three competent and experienced 
locomotive engineers for coming crop. Apply to 
A. WiLBERT's Sons L. & S. Co., Lim., Plaquemlne, 
La. 6-25-02 



WANTED — A position as handy man on a plan- 
tation. Understand the running of locomotive and 
drainage machines. Can give Al references. Ad 
dress J. E. Bourgeois, 1616 Monroe St.. New 
Orleans. La. 6-24-02 



WANTED — A situation as a sugar boiler; have 
had many years experience In Cuba and Louis 
tana ; can give satisfactory references. Address 
J. F. Martin, Box 112, St. Martlnvllle, La. 

6-24-02 



WANTED—A ILrst- class suaar boUer wanted to take 
off coming La. crop of abont Three MllllcM lbs. State 
salary expected and past oxperleaoe. Address First- 
CLA8S. Dreytos, La. ©-16^ 



WANTED — ^A poaltlon as assistant overseer 
and time keeper on some plantation, or as time 
keener, accountant and clerk for some manufac- 
turing concern. Can give best references as to 
character and ability. Address P. S. Himbl, 
Franklin, La. 6-14-02 



WANTED — A position as sugar boiler for com- 
ing crop. First class work guaranteed and good 
reference as to capacity and character. Address 
M, Care Lukens iron and Steel Co., 634 South 
Peters St., New Orleans. 6-1702 



WANTED— Position by A No. 1 field manager 
or first overseer on a sugar plantation or cotton 
plantation. Over 30 years experience in cotton 
planting. Can give first class recommendations. 
Would like position not too far from railroad or 
near a town. Address Luck, ;^039 Dauphlne St. 
New Orleans, La. 6-16-02 



WANTED — Situation by a first class sugar 
maker for the coming crop. References : H. 
Tremoules, New Orleans; E. Cherbonnier, St. 
James: Barton & Hymel, St. James; J. P. Kear- 
ney, Plaquemlne. Any of the above planters will 
attest to my ability. Integrity, sobriety and cour- 
teous deportment. Address E. Chawvin, Union 
P. O., La. 6-18-02 



WANTED^ Ezperlenoe sugar chemist desires en- 
igementt n Cuba, Mexico, Porto Rico or other sugar 
producing country. Best reterencee furnished. Ad- 



dress Cbsvist, Look Box M, Osawatomle, Tansas. 



WANTED— Good machinist who Is also a good pamp 
man. Address with referenoes L. A. Elu8, Uartartia, 
Texas. 6-9-02 



WANTED— One first-class time keeper, two weigh- 
ers, two filter press men and one head oiarifier man. 
Apply to Lapatbttb Suoak Rbfinino Co., Lafayette, 
La. 6-4-02 



WANTED— A position as assistant engln^r to do re- 
pairs and take off crop In Louisiana. Address Hbkrt, 
care this ofllce. 0-8-02 



WANTED— Boarding house keeper. Apply by mall 
to Cinclark Central Factort, Clnolare, La. 



WANTED- Man tborougblv familiar with cultivation 
of cane and manufacturing of sugar to take charge of a 
Mexican plantation. Address with all particulars W. 
C. DOAE, 20 South 0th Street, Terre Haute, Ind. 



WANTED— Position by Al sugar boiler. 15 years ex- 

g»rienoe in Louisiana, best references. Address J. C. 
btn, 172 East 85th Street, New York. 6-0-02 

WANTED— A position as sugar boiler or chemist In 
Mexico, Central America, Cuba, West Indies or else- 
where. Address 810, care Louisiana Planter. 0-6-02 



WANTED — A position to take charge of Doming 
apparatus In Mexico, Cuba, or anywhere else; ex- 
perienced man; good references. Address B. W. 
MoiSB, 127 Carondelet street. New Orleans. 

5-17-02 



WANTED— Situation by a first class sugar maker 
for the coming season. Best references given. Apply 
Jno. W. Sbntillb, 1016 St. Louis St., New Orleans La. 



WAITED— A position to take charge of Doming 
apparatus in Mexico, Cuba, or any where else. Ex- 
perienced man. Good references. Address E. W. 
MOI8B, 127 Carondelet St., New Orleans La. 6-17 08 



WANTED^A position by a chemist experienced in 
sugar honne and general agrtcoltural analysis. Best 
of references. Address Bricb B. Hammbrs. Clear- 
water, Kans. 5-20-02 



WANTED-A blacksmith wishes a position In >>ngar 
refinery, wagon or plow works, or In railroad ahop; is 
familiar with all kinds of machinery; is a self-hardening 
steel worker. Write William L. Farrbll, 066 Thalia 
street, New Orleana, La. 



WANTED— A poeltlon as soger boiler by a man of 
twelve years' experience. Can furnish very good 
references. Willi ng to go to either Louisiana, Texas, 
Mexico, Cuba or Hawaiian IsUnds. Address F. N. 
Smith, 081 Piety street. New Orleans. 



WANRED — A blacksmith experienced In laying 
plows, repairing coIUvatore and general plantation 
work. Apply to Stanton Plantation, Station A, New 
Orleans. La. 6-7-02 



WANTED— Poeltlon by a yoang man on sagar plan- 
tation as book keeper or time keeper. Can famish 
best of referenoes. Address "H." 1W7 Ursullnes Ave 
Kow Orleans, La. 



WANTED -For Porto Rico, two flrat-class centri- 
fugal men, state age, nationalltr, ialanr, references 
etc. Also a good manager for boarding house, female. 
Address Mm. W. Huck, 619 Common St., State Na- 
tional Bank building. New Orleans La. 



WANTED— One first-class pan man and assistant for 
the c mlng grinding. Address with references and 
statement of salary expected C. S., 806 Union St., 
New Orleans. 6-20-02 



WANTED— Position as sugar maker for comlns crop. 
First-class references from past employers, Mexico. 
California or Michigan. Address Hn Fiblding, 724 
Elmlra Street, New Orleans, La. 6-19-02 



WANTED- By a sober, steady yoang man a position 
for the coming grinding, as assistant engineer or wa- 
ter-tender, also to help engineer in summer repairs. 
Can furnish best of referenoes. Address William 
Lopez, Edgard,L».. 6-11-02. 

WANTED— Position as sugar chemist or sugar boiler 
for Louisiana by sober and industrious young man 27 
years old, five years experience In a refinery as sugar 
chemist and boiler. Address Sugar Chemist, 882 
Jloward Ave, New Orleans La. 6-13-02. 



WANTED — Poeltlon by an experienced engineer 
and draftsman, 80 /ears old; ff years* experience 
In designing and detailing beet and cane angar 
houses for this country and Coba. Educated and 
graduated on German technical achoola. Gould 
commence Immediately. Address C. M., care Chab. 
HUBBNBB, 804 B. 70th St, New York. 4-24-02 

WANTED— A position by a first-class electrician 
who would like to put up 'or care for an electric 
light or telephone plant on some sugar plantation 
or anywhere In Louisiana. Can furnish the best 
of references. Now employed by the United States 
government. Address F. Sintbb, Care Louisiana 
Planter, 889 Carondelet St., New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— Analvtical chemist, Ph.D., 20 years 
old, at present assistant technical manager of an 
Important German sugar refinery, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the most recent processes In this 
line, desires position In the United States. Best 
references. Address Pobbn, Care this paper. 



WANTED — Position by an erecting engineer, ex- 

Eerienced in all kinds of sugar machinery, who 
as served In Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico. 
Sepaks English, German, Spanish and French. Is 
open for engagement now. Address Ernbst Von 
RuNoa, 824 River St., Hoboken, N. J. 4-21-02 



WANTED— A good blackamlth at Avooa plantation 
near Morgan C1&, La., Wages tlJSO, per day. No 
board. Address J. N. Phabr, Berwick, La. 



WANTED— A position on a sugar plantation, in 
oflloo or store, by an all around man ofexperienoe 
and abUlty, with best referenoes. Address B, M. Nob- 
man, 216 Louisiana St., Houston Texaa. 4-17-02. 



WANTED— A man of 46, handy with tools, who can 
aaslst engineer to repair, wants situation on plantation 
Wllltng, experienced and educated, will use his best 
abilities for employer. Habits guaranteed, and refer- 
ences furnished if reoulred. Addr<*ss JhO. E. Cald- 
WBLL, 806 Commerce, St., Houston, Texas. 



WANTBI>— A position as sngar boiler for the 
coming crop In Loulalana bv a man who Is at 
present engaged on one of Cuba's largest estates 
and can furnish first class references from Lou- 
isiana and Cuba. Address 8. A. H., care Louis- 
ana Planter. 



WANTED — Poaltlon by an experienced Tacunm 
pan sugar boiler. Can furnish A No. 1 references. 
Address J. D., BOX 48, Whltecastle, La. 4-11-02 



WANTED — Situation on a sngar estate by thor- 
ough cultivator and up-to-date sngar house man; 
no objection to Porto Rico, Cuba or Mexico; good 
letters, ^ddress L. F. Smith, 720 Cnstomhonse 
street. New Orleana, La. 4-10-02 



WANTED — By an experienced locomotlTe ensi- 
neer, position for coming season ; can fnmlsh the 
very best of references. Address B. P. O., ears 
Louisiana Planter.. 4-8-02 



WANTED — A position as first-class sngar maker 
In Cuba, Mexico or elsewhere. Can fnmlsh first- 
class references. Address Peter L. Boodreanz, 
Lafourche Crossing, La. 1-4-02 

WANTED — ^A position as cooper on molasses and 
sugar barrels, by a good, cofnpetent man, with 
good references. L. A. Thomas, 1100 Cadis St, 
New Orleana, La. 

WANTED — Position as sngar boiler or chemist, 
for Louisiana, Mexico or elsewhere. Cam fnrslsk 
references. Address 28, care this ofllce. 



WANTED — ^A position as chief englBeer and f. 
machinist to do repairs and take off crop, either la if 
central factory or sngar house. Address A. B., 
186 Annunciation street. New Orleans. 8-18-01 



WANTED— A fir. ^-class experienced sugar house 
engineer. Most be sober, industrious and capable of 
taking charge of the meohanloal department of a 
sugar house. Address H. 8. Dtbb, Supt. C. 8. Co.. 
Fremont, Ohio. MMtt. 



WANTED— An open kettle sugar maker and one 
Fleetwood Filter press man. Referenoee must be 
first-class. Large crop. Address Lotd Sugar and 
Mollabsbs Co. Loyd La. 8-27-tt 



WANTED— Bv an experienoed manager, a sltuatloB 
on a sugar plantation in St. James Parish, to take off 
the cane crop of 1008. wm contract the work from 
now to September, or October 1, 1902. reference OK 
and aatlsfactioQ guaranteed. For furtner partloulars 
please apply to Oscar Jacob Union P. O. St. Jamais Ph, 
La. OraddressP. O. Box QQQ. PlanchevUle, Av- 
3yeUes Ph, La. 8-10-02. 



FOR SALE. 

Yaryan Evaporating Apparatus, quadruple 
effect. In good working conaitlon; capacity 
2,500 gallons per hour. 

Also have vacuum pump and other pumps 
and iron vats with screens, used in connec- 
tion with above. 

Will sell Evaporator with any or all tha 
above, or separately as desired. 

Apply to FOX, care Louisiana Planteb, 
New Orleans. 



special NOTICE. 

THE ANNUAL HBBTING OF THE AMERICAN 
CANE GROWERS' ASSOCIATION WILL BE 
HELD AT 625 GRAVIER STREET, ON 

WEDNESDAY. 

JULY 2. ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMIT- 
TEE. POLLS OPEN FROM 11 A. M. UNTIL 
12 O'CLOCK NOON. 

CHAS. A. FARWELL, President. 
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